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A hurricane can cause widespread devastation during and after it occurs. 

This guide is designed to help you properly prepare for a hurricane and know 
how to protect yourself during and after one.

Planning and preparing can make a big difference in safety and resiliency in 
the wake of a hurricane. The ability to quickly recover following a hurricane 
requires a focus on preparedness, advance planning, and knowing what to do 
in the event of a hurricane.

INTRODUCTION
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map.
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Locations
Valleywide

10 lbs of Ice Only $1.00

Alamo
El Gato Road and South Tower Road*
713 South Tower Road (Cavazo’s Drive Thru)*

Brownsville
3831 Boca Chica Blvd. (AV Lopez)*
3031 FM 511 (Port of Brownsville)*
East 14th and Austin*
301 E. Elizabeth*
N. Paredes Line and Gregory*
Southmost & Morningside
384 Military Highway 281 (AV Lopez)*
Coffeeport and Old Port Isabel*
30th and Hortensia*
6125 E. FM 802 (Walmart/Murphy USA)
2601 Nanette (Cameron Park)
7877 Boca Chica (Myram’s Country Store)
3405 S. Dakota 
384 S. Iowa Street (corner of El Valle St. & Iowa)
2719 Boca Chica Blvd. (Walmart/Murphy USA)*
1600 Alton Gloor (Gloor Hardware and Lumber)*
1944 Southmost Road*
1375 La Posada Drive (Chavez Grocery)*
7951 Southmost Road (Stripes Convenient Store)
1180 E. Alton Gloor (Stripes Convenient Store)
2305 FM 511 (Stripes Convenient Store)
4298 FM 511 (Stripes Convenient Store)
1400 Military Hwy. (Stripes Convenient Store)
2255 East Loop (Stripes Convenient Store)
2302 Delia Ave. (Lopez)

Combes
Hwy. 107 & Business 77

Donna
South Salinas and South Avenue*
1009 Highway 83 (Stripes Convenient Store)
416 W. Expressway 83 (Stripes Convenient Store)

Edinburg
*West Sprague and 4th

Edinburg  (cont.)
2202 W. Monte Cristo (Stripes Convenience Store)
West University and Jackson*
Owassa and Tower Rd. (San Marcos Country Store)
1318 S. Tower Rd. (Tortilleria Fiesta)
2563 S. Raul Longoria (Ducky’s Carwash)
2800 S. Closner (Fiesta Foods)
Terry & Ramseyer (El Tendajo)
Trenton and McColl (Walmart/ Murphy USA)
8405 E. Harrah Drive (DeAlba Bakery)
3509 S. Raul Longoria (Stripes Convenient Store)
2626 S. Sugar Rd. (Stripes Convenient Store)
9224 E. Highway 107 (Stripes Convenient Store)
4420 W. University (Stripes Convenient Store)
2824 E. Freddy Gonzalez (Stripes Convenient Store)
2504 E. University (Stripes Convenient Store)

Harlingen
South “F” Street and Buchanan*
7th Street and Rio Hondo Rd.
Morgan Blvd. (across from HEB)*
Expressway 83 and Stuart Place*
1805 W. Lincoln Street (Walmart/Murphy USA)* 
310 Lozano (Big M)
8999 W. Business 83 (Express Foodmart)
1560 Sunshine Strip (Stripes Convenient Store) 
1837 North Stuart Place Rd. (Stripes Convenient Store)
2426 East Loop 499 (Stripes Convenient Store)
602 North 1st Street (Stripes Convenient Store)
2002 S. 23rd Street  (Stripes Convenient Store)
2423 E. Tyler (Stripes Convenient Store)

La Feria
601 North Main*

Los Fresnos
Highway 100 and Brazil*
101 E. Ocean Blvd. (Stripes Convenient Store)

Los Laureles
FM 1575 & FM 2893*

Lyford
13511 Broadway Ave*

McAllen    
Pecan and 27th (Pecan Plaza)*
620 E. Ridge Road (Tejano Mart)
3901 North Ware Rd. (Stripes Convenient Store

Mercedes
Business 83 & Texas Avenue*
16506 E. Indian Hills

Mission
South Conway and Ramirez*
Inspiration and Business 83*
1700 E. Griffin Parkway*
2416 E. Expressway 83 (Walmart/Murphy USA)*
520 Inspiration (Stripes Convenient Store)
5500 West 7 Mile Road (Stripes Convenient Store)
1824 Garland & Moorefield St. (Meat Market)

Progreso
FM 1015 & Palm Drive (Red Ant Mart)

Raymondville
1483 FM490* (Murphy USA)

San Benito
150 Bonner  Street (Walmart/Murphy USA)
McCulloch & Pennsylvania (Bright’s)
12616 W. Hwy. 281 (Bluetown)
22341 W. Highway 281 (Johnny’s Country Store)
21888 FM 800 (Tecosville)
2195 W. Business 77 (Stripes Convenience Store)
24523 US Hwy 281 (Stripes Convenience Store)

Weslaco
1015 and 11 Mile Road*
2424 E. Business 83 (Moreno’s Feed Store)*
Mile 12 by Mile 3 ½  West (Los Naranjos)
725 S. Texas Blvd. (Stripes Convenient Store)

Locations Valley Wide 
1-800-297-5839

Go to our website to find the location closest to you  • www.avantwater.com

* Ice Available at these locations

Taste the 
Difference

Avant Quality 
Makes



4• The Valley’s Guide to SURVIVING A STORM June, 2020

EMERGENCY 
NOTIFICATIONS
You can receive alerts and  warnings 
directly from the National Weather 
Service for all hazards with a NOAA 
Weather Radio (NWR). Some radio 
receivers are designed to work 
with external notification devices 
for people who are deaf or hard of 
hearing. For more information on 
NWR receivers, visit 
nws.noaa.gov/nwr/info/nwrrcvr.html.

Sign up for emergency alerts and 
notifications that your community 
may offer. Download Be Smart. 
Know Your Alerts and Warnings for a 
summary of notifications at 
ready.gov/prepare.

WATCHES & WARNINGS
The National Weather Service (NWS), part of the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA), issues alerts when weather conditions 
make hurricanes more likely. Know the terms used 
to describe changing hurricane conditions and be 
prepared to take appropriate action.

TROPICAL STORM OR 
HURRICANE ADVISORY
The NWS issues an Advisory when it expects conditions to cause 

significant inconveniences that may be hazardous. If caution is used, 

these situations should not be life-threatening

TROPICAL STORM OR 
HURRICANE WATCH
The NWS issues a Watch when a tropical storm or hurricane is possible 

within 48 hours. Tune in to NOAA Weather Radio All Hazards,  local radio, 

TV, or other news sources for more information. Monitor alerts, check 

your emergency supplies, and gather any items you may need if you lose 

power.

TROPICAL STORM OR 
HURRICANE WARNING
The NWS issues a Warning when it expects 

a tropical storm or hurricane within 36 hours. During a Warning, 

complete your storm preparations, and immediately leave the 

threatened area if directed to do so by local officials.

STAY 
INFORMED
PREPARE

Keep important numbers written 
down in your wallet in case you 
cannot access the contact list in your 
phone. Landline and cellular phone 
systems are often overwhelmed 
following a disaster, so you may need 
to use text messages and social 
media. 
Designate an out-of-town contact 
who can help your household 
reconnect. Be sure to practice your 
plan with your family. Get more 
information by downloading Be 
Smart Create Your Family Emergency 
Communication Plan or visit ready.
gov/make-a-plan.
Write down any important phone 
numbers on your Hurricane 
Preparedness Checklist so you can 
access them easily.

Your family may not 
be together when a 
hurricane occurs, so it is 
important to know how 
to contact one another 
and how to get  back 
together. 

EMERGENCY SUPPLIES
You can build your supplies over time by adding a few items 
each week or month. Gather in advance the necessary 
supplies and items you will need to stay safe after the 
hurricane passes and as you start to recover. Stock food 
items that do not need refrigeration and will last. Regularly 
replace items like water, food, medications, and batteries that 
go bad over time. For a complete list of emergency supplies, 
visit ready.gov/prepare and then check them off your 
Hurricane Preparedness Checklist once you add them  to your 
emergency kit.

CREATE YOUR EMERGENCY 
COMMUNICATIONPLAN
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If you are in an area 
where authorities 
advise or order you to 
evacuate - EVACUATE!

SURVIVE
HURRICANE

A

DECIDING TO 
STAY OR GO
If authorities advise or order you to 
evacuate, grab your “go bag” and 
leave immediately. If you are not in a 
mandatory evacuation zone, you may 
still decide to leave the area, you may 
need to move to higher ground, or you 
may choose to stay in your home. If you 
decide to stay home, remember that 
even if the high winds and floodwaters 
do not reach your home, you may lose 
power and water, and you may not be 
able to leave your home for several days 
if the roads are impassable.

TAKE ACTION
IMMEDIATELY
Grab your “go bag” and leave 
immediately. Follow posted 
evacuation routes and do not 
try to take shortcuts because 
they may be blocked. Stick to 
designated evacuation routes. 
For localized information:
Evacuation routes: Check 
with your state’s Department 
of Transportation or Office 
of Emergency Management 
website to find routes near you. 
Emergency shelter location: To 
find a shelter near you, check 
the FEMA mobile app: fema.
gov/mobile-app.

DON’T FORGET
Write down your evacuation 
route and shelter information 
on your Hurricane 
Preparedness Checklist.

Make a plan for your pet. 
To learn more, go to
ready.gov/animals
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NOW/PREPARE
Sign up for local alerts and warnings. Monitor 
local news and weather reports. 

Prepare to evacuate by testing your emergency 
communication plan(s), learning evacuation routes, 
having a place to stay, and packing a “go bag.” 

Stock emergency supplies.

Protect your property by installing sewer 
backflow valves, anchoring fuel tanks, reviewing 
insurance policies, and cataloging belongings. 

Collect and safeguard critical financial, medical, 
educational, and legal documents and records.

Hurricanes are massive storm 
systems that form over ocean water 
and often move toward land. Threats 
from hurricanes include high winds, 
heavy rainfall, storm surge, coastal 
and inland flooding, rip currents, 
and tornadoes. The heavy winds of 
hurricanes can cause damage or 
destroy homes, buildings, and roads, 
as well as cause power, water, and gas 
outages. These effects can injure or 
kill people, disrupt transportation, 
and pollute drinking water. 
Hurricanes cause deaths and injuries 
primarily from drowning, wind, and 
wind-borne debris. The impact from 
hurricanes can extend from the coast 
to several hundred miles inland. To 
find your risk, visit FEMA’s “Know 
Your Risk Map.” Be better prepared 
for this hurricane season, and learn 
more at ready.gov/prepare.

HOW TO 
PREPARE
HURRICANE

FOR A

DURING/SURVIVE
Follow guidance from local
authorities.

If advised to evacuate, grab your “go bag” and 
leave immediately.

For protection from high winds, stay away from 
windows and seek shelter on the lowest level in 
an interior room.

Move to higher ground if there is flooding or a 
flood warning.

Turn Around Don’t Drown.® 
Never walk or drive on flooded roads or through 
water.

Call 9-1-1 if you are in life
threatening danger.

AFTER/BE SAFE
Return to the area only after authorities say 
it is safe to do so. Do not enter damaged 
buildings until they are inspected by qualified 
professionals.

Never walk or drive on flooded roads or through 
floodwaters.

Look out for downed or unstable trees, poles, 
and power lines.

Do not remove heavy debris by yourself. Wear 
gloves and sturdy, thick-soled shoes to protect 
your hands and feet.

Do not drink tap water unless 
authorities say it is safe.

If a hurricane is likely in your area, 
you should: Stay informed by 
monitoring the storm via radio, TV, 
and internet. Secure your home, 
close storm shutters, and secure 
outdoor objects or bring them 
indoors. Turn off utilities if instructed 
by authorities to do so. Turn off 
propane tanks.
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Story courtesy of  NOAA

Multiple climate factors 
indicate above-normal 
activity is most likely
An above-normal 2020 Atlantic 
hurricane season is expected, 
according to forecasters with 
NOAA’s Climate Prediction Center, 
a division of the National Weather 
Service. The outlook predicts a 60% 
chance of an above-normal season, 
a 30% chance of a near-normal 
season and only a 10% chance of a 
below-normal season. The Atlantic 
hurricane season runs from June 1 
through November 30.

NOAA’s Climate Prediction Center 
is forecasting a likely range of 13 
to 19 named storms (winds of 39 
mph or higher), of which 6 to 10 
could become hurricanes (winds 
of 74 mph or higher), including 3 
to 6 major hurricanes (category 
3, 4 or 5; with winds of 111 mph 
or higher). NOAA provides these 
ranges with a 70% confidence. An 
average hurricane season produces 
12 named storms, of which 6 
become hurricanes, including 3 
major hurricanes. 

“As Americans focus their attention 
on a safe and healthy reopening 
of our country, it remains 
critically important that we also 
remember to make the necessary 
preparations for the upcoming 
hurricane season,” said Secretary of 
Commerce Wilbur Ross. “Just as in 
years past, NOAA experts will stay 
ahead of developing hurricanes 
and tropical storms and provide the 
forecasts and warnings we depend 
on to stay safe.”

The combination of several 
climate factors is driving the 
strong likelihood for above-normal 
activity in the Atlantic this year. 
El Nino Southern Oscillation 
(ENSO) conditions are expected to 
either remain neutral or to trend 
toward La Nina, meaning there 
will not be an El Nino present to 
suppress hurricane activity. Also, 
warmer-than-average sea surface 
temperatures in the tropical 
Atlantic Ocean and Caribbean Sea, 
coupled with reduced vertical wind 
shear, weaker tropical Atlantic 
trade winds, and an enhanced west 
African monsoon all increase the 
likelihood for an above-normal 
Atlantic hurricane season. Similar 
conditions have been producing 
more active seasons since the 
current high-activity era began in 
1995.

“NOAA’s analysis of current and 
seasonal atmospheric conditions 
reveals a recipe for an active 
Atlantic hurricane season this 
year,” said Neil Jacobs, Ph.D., 
acting NOAA administrator. “Our 
skilled forecasters, coupled with 
upgrades to our computer models 
and observing technologies, 
will provide accurate and timely 
forecasts to protect life and 
property.” 

This year, as during any hurricane 
season, the men and women of 
NOAA remain ready to provide the 
life-saving forecasts and warnings 
that the public rely on. And as 
storms show signs of developing, 
NOAA hurricane hunter aircraft will 
be prepared to collect valuable data 
for our forecasters and computer 
models.

In addition to this high level of 
science and service, NOAA is 
also launching new upgrades to 
products and tools that will further 
improve critical services during the 
hurricane season. 

NOAA will upgrade the hurricane-
specific Hurricane Weather 
Research and Forecast system 
(HWRF) and the Hurricanes in 
a Multi-scale Ocean coupled 
Non-hydrostatic model (HMON) 
models this summer. HWRF 
will incorporate new data from 
satellites and radar from NOAA’s 
coastal Doppler data network 
to help produce better forecasts 
of hurricane track and intensity 
during the critical watch and 
warning time frame. HMON will 
undergo enhancements to include 
higher resolution, improved 
physics, and coupling with ocean 
models. 

As the hurricane season gets 
underway, NOAA will begin 
feeding data from the COSMIC-2 
satellites into weather models 
to help track hurricane intensity 
and boost forecast accuracy. 
COSMIC-2 provides data about 
air temperature, pressure and 
humidity in the tropical regions of 
Earth — precisely where hurricane 
and tropical storm systems form.

Also during the 2020 hurricane 
season, NOAA and the U.S. Navy 
will deploy a fleet of autonomous 
diving hurricane gliders to observe 
conditions in the tropical Atlantic 
Ocean and Caribbean Sea in areas 
where hurricanes have historically 
traveled and intensified.

As with every hurricane season, 
the need to be prepared is critically 
important this year.

“Social distancing and other CDC 
guidance to keep you safe from 
COVID-19 may impact the disaster 
preparedness plan you had in 
place, including what is in your 
go-kit, evacuation routes, shelters 
and more. With tornado season 
at its peak, hurricane season 
around the corner, and flooding, 
earthquakes and wildfires a risk 
year-round, it is time to revise 
and adjust your emergency plan 
now,” said Carlos Castillo, acting 
deputy administrator for resilience 
at FEMA. “Natural disasters won’t 
wait, so I encourage you to keep 
COVID-19 in mind when revising 
or making your plan for you and 
your loved ones, and don’t forget 
your pets. An easy way to start is to 
download the FEMA app today.”

In addition to the Atlantic 
hurricane season outlook, NOAA 

also issued seasonal hurricane 
outlooks for the eastern and central 
Pacific basins.
NOAA’s outlook is for overall 
seasonal activity and is not a 
landfall forecast. The Climate 
Prediction Center will update the 
2020 Atlantic seasonal outlook in 
August prior to the historical peak 
of the season. 
Hurricane preparedness is critically 

important for the 2020 hurricane 
season, just as it is every year. Keep 
in mind, you may need to adjust 
any preparedness actions based 
on the latest health and safety 
guidelines from the CDC and your 
local officials. Visit the National 
Hurricane Center’s website at 
hurricanes.gov throughout the 
season to stay current on any 
watches and warnings.

ATLANTIC HURRICANE SEASON
PREDICTED FOR 2020
BUSY

SOURCE: NOAA

1. MAKE A PLAN
Disasters can strike quickly without warning. Your family 
may not be together in the same place when it happens, 
so it is important to plan for a disaster or emergency in 
advance.
• Emergency Contacts - Write down all this information 

now, before an emergency hits.
• Meeting Place - places, both near home and out-

of-town, to meet up with your family in case you are 
separated.

• Evacuation Plan - if you are told to leave home, know 
possible evacuation routes and how to turn off your 
home’s utilities.

Once you have a plan, practice it. 
 • Children - make sure they know the plan and 

important emergency contacts.
• Elderly & Disabled - plan for health and safety needs 

that these individuals have. 
• Pets - make sure you have what you need to keep 

track of and care for your pet.

2. BUILD A KIT
You need to have essential supplies that will support you 
and your family during all types of emergency situations.
• Grab & Go Kit - Keep a copy of these documents in a 

watertight plastic bag.
• Disaster Kit - Whether you are staying at home or 

evacuating to a safer location, you will need certain 
items to take care of your family. Gather your supplies 
and store them in portable containers.

A basic kit should include:
• Food & Water - a 3-day supply of foods that need 

no refrigeration or cooking such as protein bars, dried 
fruits, nuts, crackers and canned goods; two gallons of 
drinking water per family member per day. 

• First Aid & Medication - items such as sterile gloves, 
gauze, soap, pain relievers, antibiotic towelettes, 
ointment, and bandages to treat minor injuries plus 
prescription medications and supplies to take care of 
pre-existing conditions.

• Personal Items - comfort and hygiene items like a 

change of clothing, toiletries, hand sanitizer, blankets, 
games, puzzles and books.

• Clean Air Supplies - masks to cover nose and mouth, 
plastic sheeting, and duct tape in case the air is 
hazardous or contaminated.

• Lighting & Communication - fl ashlights, portable 
radio, extra batteries, cell phone charger, and a 
whistle.

• Evacuation Supplies - road maps and basic tools for 
car repair.

Special needs items:
• For Babies - formula, diapers, bottles, powdered milk, 

medications, baby wipes and diaper rash ointment. 
• For Adults - consult a doctor about prescription drugs; 

include supplies for dentures, contact lenses and 
hearing aids. Plan for continuing special treatments, 
such as dialysis. 

• For Pets - a 3-day supply of food and water, leash, 
crate, vaccination records, cleaning supplies, ID tags, 
and current photos in case you are separated.

3. GET INFORMED
Whether it is a severe storm or manmade disaster, you 
need to stay informed. Know what types of emergencies 
are common in your area and how to prepare for those 
conditions. Ask local offi cials about the threats that face 
your area and how to best prepare for them.

Find sources that will keep you up-to-date on the situation. 
Learn the difference between a watch and a warning. A 
watch means that dangerous conditions are possible. 
A warning means it’s about to happen; seek shelter now. 
Local television, radio and NOAA Weather Radio should 
provide emergency weather information. You can fi nd 
additional resources online. 

Summary 
Basic preparation can help keep your family safe in any 
type of emergency. Make a plan and gather essentials 
now to avoid a truly disastrous situation. You never know 
when a disaster will strike. Be prepared. 

Go to TexasPrepares.org today, or dial 2-1-1 
for more information 

WHEN DISASTER

HITS
WILL YOU BE

READY? Basic preparation can help 
keep your family safe

Contact: Weslaco Offi ce of Emergency Management
956-447-3415

www.weslacotx.gov
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By NADIA TAMEZ-ROBLEDO
Staff Writer

While Cameron County officials prepare for 
hurricane season, officials said ensuring residents 
are safe has a lot to do with how 
residents prepare.

County Emergency Management Coordinator 
Tom Hushen said Cameron County’s job during 
a hurricane is to coordinate state resources for 
and lead an emergency operations center.

He said the county undertakes tabletop meetings 
and drills with its emergency management partners 
as part of preparations. The exercises allow officials to 
ensure rescue points and sandbag distribution areas 
are ready.

Nathan Flores, a planner with the Emergency 
Management Department, said officials coordinate 
communication not only internally but with the 
sheriff’s department, public health agency and 
transportation agencies.  Dispatchers are equipped 
with satellite phones to be used in the event cellular 
towers are damaged, he added, and dispatch centers 
performed a test of their communication protocol 
earlier this month.

They also meet with and presented information on 
hurricane preparation with city governments, schools, 
hospitals and community organizations.

Hushen stressed that Cameron County residents 
should prepare for hurricane season by being aware 
of evacuation routes, particularly if they live in flood-
prone areas. Flores echoed that message and said 
residents should know whether they are at risk for 
storm surges from resacas, rivers or other bodies of 
water.

Hushen said one of the lessons learned from 
Hurricane Harvey was the need for residents to take 
evacuation warnings seriously. A county judge or 
mayor doesn’t make the decision to issue a mandatory 
evacuation lightly, he said.

“The number of water rescues needed shows people 
didn’t evacuate,” he said. “A lot of people wouldn’t have 
been injured.”

Hushen added that the more resources used to 
rescue people from flooded areas means less resources 
for the recovery that comes after.

Residents should not only know where they would 
go in the event of an evacuation, Hushen said. They 
should give their hosts an expected arrival time so 
that, in the event they don’t get there, someone can be 
prepared to search for them.

RESIDENTS

FLOOD RISKS
SHOULD KNOW

“Today is the perfect 
opportunity for people to 
sit down and make a plan 
(for) how they’re going to 
communicate before during 
and after,” Flores said.

FEMA Mobile App: fema.gov/mobile-app
FEMA Against the Wind: Protecting 
Your Home From Hurricane and Wind 
Damage: fema.gov/media-library/assets/
documents/2988
FEMA Community Hurricane Preparedness 
Training: training.fema.gov/is/
courseoverview.aspx?code=is-324.a
FEMA Taking Shelter From the Storm: 
Building  a Safe Room in Your Home or Small 
Business:  fema.gov/media-library/assets/
documents/2009?id=153
RELATED WEBSITES
American Red Cross Hurricane Preparedness:
redcross.org/prepare/disaster/hurricane
FEMA Hurricane: ready.gov/hurricanes
FloodSmart Campaign: FloodSmart.gov
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA): noaa.gov
Para obtener información y recursos en 
español visite community.fema gov/?lang=es

The following 
resources 
and websites 
can help you 
further prepare, 
respond, and 
recover.

ADDITIONAL
RESOURCES
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By GARY LONG
Staff Writer

The closer a hurricane gets to Cameron 
County, the more likely you are to find 

stores filled with shoppers buying last-
minute hurricane supplies.

From non-perishable food items to sheets 
of plywood to protect homes, everyone 

seems to have avoided buying supplies 
until it’s almost too late.
Which begs the question, what hurricane 

supplies should you buy now while you still 
have time?

From a survival standpoint, the answer 
according to Tom Hushen, the Cameron 
County Emergency Management 
coordinator, is to make sure you have 
everything needed to sustain yourself for 
a minimum of three days — basically the 
items recommended on the Department 
of Homeland Security’s hurricane-
preparedness website.

These include one gallon of water per 
person per day for at least three days, for 
drinking and sanitation, at least a three-day 
supply of non-perishable food, batteries, 
flashlights, emergency radios and cell 
phones with chargers and backup batteries.

The supplies should be stored in airtight 
bags and kept in a duffel bag or backpack 
ready to go in case of a storm.

Property protection is another matter and 
a question of individual preference.

“What we want everyone to do if we have 
a really bad storm coming is evacuate. 
That’s just the bottom line,” Hushen said, 
distinguishing between the damage caused 
by high winds and the danger posed by the 
flooding afterward. He said storm shutters 
and the like can minimize wind damage, 
“but when you get 45 and 50 inches of rain, 
it’s going to flood.”

Hurricane Harvey proved that the biggest 
danger is flooding, he said. The emergency 
kit becomes important after the storm hits 
and the lines for food and water grow.

“Hopefully Harvey was an eye-opener.”
“We haven’t had a bad storm in a long 

time, and people get complacent,” he said. 
“If it’s going to happen, it’s going to happen. 
You have to assume you’re going to be hit. 
Always.”

‘ASSUME

TO BE HIT’
YOU’RE GOING

From non-perishable food 
items to sheets of plywood 
to protect your homes, 
everyone seems to have 
avoided buying supplies 
until it’s almost too late.

The 10 Costliest Hurricanes and Tropical/Post-Tropical Storms in the 
United States - 1900-2017:
Name     Year        Category or Type         Damage
1. Katrina   2005          3     $125 billion (tied)
1. Harvey   2017          4     $125 billion (tied)
3. Maria   2017          5          $90 billion
4. Sandy    2012   Post-Tropical         $65 billion
5. Irma    2017          5          $50 billion
6. Ike     2008          2          $30 billion
7. Andrew   1992          5          $27 billion
8. Ivan   2004          3        $20.5 billion
9. Wilma   2005          3          $19 billion
10. Rita   2005          3        $18.5 billion

COSTLIEST HURRICANES

SOURCE: NOAA Graphic by Eddie Mirza/The Monitor
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By RAUL GARCIA and NADIA TAMEZ-ROBLEDO
Staff Writers

There is no place on the Texas Gulf Coast 
that offers as beautiful a view than South 
Padre Island.

But emergency management leaders 
are reminding residents that hurricane 
season is upon us and planning and being 
prepared are the best answers when a 
storm approaches the Island and it’s time to 
evacuate.

Cameron County Parks Director Joe Vega 
is one who is planning. He will be keeping 
watch so the public has enough time to 
execute their safety or evacuation plan.

One of the ways he’s going to keep 
everyone on the Island informed is by 
tracking and monitoring any activity that 
is forming in the Atlantic and the Gulf.

“We get daily Atlantic briefings of 
disturbances or things to watch happening 
in the Atlantic,” Vega said. “If there is a 
storm heading our way, we start tracking 
the storm and we make sure if the RVs 
need to be relocated.”

He said the county has more than 600 
RV sites to alert if a storm is heading to the 
Island.

“We want to make sure if there is a storm 
heading our way, we give them ample 
warning,” Vega said.

Vega said the county emergency 
management team and the county judge 
work together. But the county judge makes 
the decision on when to evacuate.

County Emergency Management 
Coordinator Tom Hushen stressed that 
residents should prepare for hurricane 
season by being aware of evacuation 
routes, particularly if they live in flood-
prone areas.

Hushen said one of the lessons learned 
from Hurricane Harvey  was the need for 
residents to take evacuation warnings 
seriously. A county judge or mayor doesn’t 
make the decision to issue a mandatory 
evacuation lightly, he said.

“We need to be prepared years in advance 
for the evacuation side, emergency 
medical need, shelters and how people will 
evacuate,” Hushen said.

Hushen said Hurricane Harvey did affect 
us in some manner, even though it turned 
out of the Valley’s way.

Since 1851 Texas has had 64 direct 
hurricane hits. Florida leads with 117 and 
Louisiana third with 54.

Counties and cities held conference calls twice a day 
in preparation for Hurricane Harvey and it paid off.

Officials said having better communications with 
local schools would have made a big difference.

Cities need to better track labor and equipment 
records for reimbursement from the state.

Evacuation plans for those on evacuation need lists.

Officials said individuals with evacuation 
needs were not aware of the proper window of 
evacuation.

Officials said there is a need to educate the 
public about when to evacuate.

The urge for the public to self-deploy with 
boats and trailers filled with supplies became 
hazardous and unorganized.

Officials said many of the self-deployment efforts 
created more problems, liability costs and safety 
issues and concerns.

Officials asked in the future to donate money 
and supplies to an appropriate charity already in 
place to help those in need.

Officials also stated planning for debris removal 
after the storm is necessary.

SAFETY PLAN

THE STORM
IS KEY BEFORE

One of the lessons 
learned from Hurricane 
Harvey  was the need 
for residents to take 
evacuation warnings 
seriously.

What are the 
lessons we 
learned from
Hurricane Harvey?



June, 2020 The Valley’s Guide to SURVIVING A STORM  • 13

PREPARE FOR THE 
FINANCIAL IMPACT OF

Story Courtesy of NOAA 

The fury of Mother Nature’s wrath is 
displayed in vivid color during stormy times 
of year, including hurricane season. And 
it seems no area of the planet is safe from 
such furor. In September 2018, Hurricane 
Florence battered the southeastern coast of 
the United States while Typhoon Mangkhut 
hit Hong Kong. Just a few months earlier, 
California saw devastating wild fires, and in 
August torrential rain flooded many areas of 
Taiwan.

After the flood waters recede and 
the rain or smoke has passed, people 
affected by storms must face the financial 
ramifications. Whether storms touch down 
nearby or overseas, the globalized economy 
means the financial fallout from natural 
disasters can be felt near and wide. 

The National Centers for Environmental 
Information estimates that hurricanes cost 
an average of $21.8 billion per event in 
damages for the United States. Since 1980, 
when data started to be collected, NCEI 
indicates hurricanes (tropical cyclones), 
drought, flooding, wildfires, freezes, and 
winter storms tend to be the most costly 
events.

It’s easy to underestimate the scope of 
the financial burdens caused by natural 
disasters. Here are a few ways to protect 
one’s financial interests in advance of 
natural disasters.

• Experts at Property Casualty Insurers 
Association of America advise consumers 
to review and update their insurance 
policies regularly. Many homeowners 
are underinsured for natural disasters, 
particularly for flooding or earthquakes, 
which are not included in most policies.

• Adjust insurance shortfalls based on 
what insurers provide and the type of 
weather that tends to affect the area in 
which you live.

• Policies should reimburse for 
hotel rooms or meals out if a home 
is uninhabitable after a disaster. In a 
Consumer Reports survey of people who 
experienced property damage after a 
hurricane, 5 percent said they had to stay 
elsewhere, while 42 percent needed to 
relocate temporarily after damages from 
wildfires.

• Remove valuables and store them in a 
bank safety deposit box or another location 
that’s outside the path of the storm. Theft, 
vandalism and looting can occur after 
storms.

• Have a backup employment plan and 
savings strategy if storms come through 
regularly. It is not uncommon for local 
businesses to shut down for some time 
to recover. This can mean temporary or 
permanent loss of employment. 

• Recognize your portfolio may suffer 
as commodity prices and stocks take a 
hit if regions are decimated by natural 
disasters. Think ahead in regard to how 
your investments may be affected and 
make changes accordingly to mitigate the 
financial damage.

Storms cause structural and economic 
damage when they roll through. Be 
prepared to protect your financial interests. 

NATURAL DISASTERS
It’s easy to underestimate the 
scope of the financial burdens 
caused by natural disasters. 
Here are a few ways to protect 
one’s financial interests in 
advance of natural disasters.

Hurricanes are powerhouse 
weather events that suck heat 
from tropical waters to fuel 
their fury. These violent storms 
form over the ocean, often 
beginning as a tropical wave—a 
low pressure area that moves 
through the moisture-rich tropics, 
possibly enhancing shower and 
thunderstorm activity.

As this weather system moves 
westward across the tropics, 
warm ocean air rises into the 
storm, forming an area of low 
pressure underneath. This causes 
more air to rush in. The air then 
rises and cools, forming clouds 
and thunderstorms. Up in the 
clouds, water condenses and 
forms droplets, releasing even 
more heat to power the storm.

When wind speeds within 
such a storm reach 74 mph, 
it’s classified as a hurricane. 
The terms “hurricane” and 
“tropical cyclone” refer to the 
same kind of storm: a rotating, 
organized system of clouds and 
thunderstorms that originates 
over tropical or subtropical 
waters and has closed, low-level 
circulation.

During just one hurricane, raging 
winds can churn out about half 
as much energy as the electrical 
generating capacity of the entire 
world, while cloud and rain 
formation from the same storm 
might release a staggering 400 
times that amount.

The Eye of a Hurricane
The eye is 

located in 
the center of 
a hurricane. 
Typically 
circular or 
ovular, the 
formation 
has the appearance reminiscent of a 
human eye when viewed from above. 
While the area inside of the eye is 
relatively calm, the surrounding eyewall 
is where the harshest weather and 
winds occur. If the eye of a storm is 
over your area, you will experience 
a short period of calm. Then, as the 
other side of the eyewall passes over, 
hurricane-force winds will quickly ramp 
up from the opposite direction.

HOW DO HURRICANES FORM?

SOURCE: NOAA

Warm ocean waters and thunderstorms 
fuel power-hungry hurricanes
Recipe for a Hurricane
Whipping up a hurricane calls for a 
number of ingredients readily available in 
tropical areas:
A pre-existing weather disturbance: 
A hurricane often starts out as a tropical 
wave.
Warm water: 
Water at least 26.5 degrees Celsius over 
a depth of 50 meters powers the storm.
Thunderstorm activity: 
Thunderstorms turn ocean heat into 
hurricane fuel.
Low wind shear: 
A large difference in wind speed and 
direction around or near the storm can 
weaken it. Mix it all together, and you’ve 
got a hurricane—maybe. Even when all 
these factors come together, a hurricane 
doesn’t always develop.
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HURRICANE  TRACKING MAP

SOURCE: NOOA

State of Texas Emergency Assistance Registry
211 REGISTRY for special assistance. To register call: 877-541-7905.

EMERGENCY NUMBERS:

Hidalgo County
McAllen PD 
956-682-4321
Mercedes PD 
956-565-3102
Mission PD 
956-584-5000
Palmview PD 
956-581-7416
Pharr FD 
956-787-2761

Pharr PD 
956-784-7700
Raymondville PD 
956-689-2441
San Juan PD 
956-787-9904
Weslaco PD 
956-968-8591
Willacy Co So 
956-689-5577
Alton PD 

956-581-2602
Donna PD 
956-464-4481
Edinburg PD 
956-381-9825
Elsa PD 
956-262-4721
Hidalgo Co So 
956-383-8114
Hidalgo PD 
956-843-2737

La Joya PD 
956-585-4855

Cameron County
Bayview
Ph: 956-233-6445
Brownsville
Ph: 956-548-7153
Cameron County
Ph: 956-547-7000
Combes

Ph: 956-425-7131
Harlingen
Ph: 956-427-8880
Indian Lake
Ph: 956-233-8559
La Feria
Ph: 956-797-2261
Laguna Vista
Ph: 956-943-8855, 
956-943-1793
Los Fresnos

Ph: 956-233-4473
Los Indios
Ph: 956-399-4255
Palm Valley
Ph: 956-423-8384
Primera
Ph: 956-423-7119
Port Isabel
Ph: 956-943-3523
Rancho Viejo
Ph: 956-350-4093, 

956-544-6848
Rio Hondo
Ph: 956-748-3611
San Benito
Ph: 956-361-3850
Santa Rosa
Ph: 956-636-1113
South Padre Island
Ph: 956-761-3040
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ARTHUR
BERTHA
CRISTOBAL
DOLLY
EDOUARD
FAY
GONZALO

HANNA
ISAIAS
JOSEPHINE
KYLE
LAURA
MARCO
NANA

OMAR
PAULETTE
RENE
SALLY
TEDDY
VICKY
WILFRED

2020 HURRICANE NAMES
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By STEVE CLARK
Staff Writer

An above-normal 2020 Atlantic hurricane season 
is expected, according to forecasters with NOAA’s 
Climate Prediction Center, a division of the 
National Weather Service. The outlook predicts 
a 60% chance of an above-normal season, a 30% 
chance of a near-normal season and only a 10% 
chance of a below-normal season. The Atlantic 
hurricane season runs from June 1 through No-
vember 30.

At the top of the list is “keep an inventory.” TDI 
has available on its website a Home Inventory 
Checklist that can be printed or emailed. It’s 
important to take photos or video of each 
room of a house and the exterior as part of the 
inventory.

Also, families should gather important 
documents, insurance cards and policies. If 
you’re forced to evacuate and you don’t have a 
storm-proof location to store such documents, 
take them with you, TDI advises. Business 
owners should consider alternative ways to store 
company files, such as scanning and emailing, 
and taking photos of office equipment and 
furniture.

The department reminds policyholders 
to check what their policies actually cover, 
and make sure their homeowners and/or 
commercial property coverage is still in force 
and that it will cover the full replacement cost of 
storm-damaged property if needed.

Vehicle policies that include “other than 
collision” coverage will provide coverage in the 
event a vehicle is damaged by fire, flooding or 
storm damage, TDI says. Also, policyholders 
need to know the limits of their policy and the 
amount of their deductible — the portion of the 
loss the policy holder is responsible for paying. 
The best way to find that out is to contact your 
insurance agent, according to TDI.

Property owners also need to make sure they 
have the right type of insurance, depending 
on where their residence and/or business is 
located, and what type of property they wish to 
cover. For instance, flood insurance through the 
National Flood Insurance Program is necessary 
to protect from losses caused by most flooding, 
though it takes 30 days for flood insurance to 
take effect once purchased. The program is 
administered through FEMA.

Conventional homeowners and commercial 
property policies specifically exclude coverage 
for flood damage from rising waters, according 
to TDI. Residents in Texas’ 14 coastal counties 
and parts of Harris County typically can only get 
windstorm and hail insurance through the Texas 
Windstorm Insurance Association. However, 
TWIA insurance cannot be purchased once a 
hurricane enters the Gulf of Mexico. 

PREPARATION
INSURANCE
TIPS FOR HURRICANE

Property owners also need 
to make sure they have 
the right type of insurance, 
depending on where their 
residence and/or business 
is located, and what type of 
property they wish to cover.

If you’ve evacuated the area, wait for public officials 
to say it is safe before returning. Each year, a 
significant number of people are injured or killed 
while cleaning up after a hurricane. As you  begin 
cleanup, keep these safety tips in mind:

STAY SAFE
Do not wade in floodwaters, which can contain 
dangerous debris like broken glass, metal, dead 
animals, sewage, gasoline, oil, and downed power 
lines. Do not enter a building until it has been 
inspected for damage to the electrical system, gas 
lines, septic systems, and water lines or wells. Wear 
appropriate protective equipment such as gloves, 
safety glasses, rubber boots, and masks to protect 
you from debris and airborne particles, e.g., mold 

and dust.Do not use electrical equipment if it is wet 
or if you are standing in water.

STAY HEALTHY
Throw out any food including canned items that 
were not maintained at a proper temperature or 
have been exposed to floodwaters. Do not eat food 
from a flooded garden. When in doubt, throw it out. 
Avoid drinking tap water until you know it is safe. If 
uncertain, boil or purify it first. Clean and disinfect 
everything that got wet. Mud left from floodwater can 
contain sewage, bacteria, and chemicals.Protect your 
pet following a hurricane.

Protect your pet following a hurricane. To learn more, 
visit ready.gov/animals

Use appropriate personal protective equipment to avoid injury from possible exposure to mold and bacteria 
including gloves, goggles, rubber boots, and N95 masks.

POST-DISASTER TIPS
BE SAFE

STEPS FOR POST-HURRICANE

CLEAN-UP
AIR OUT
by opening all 
doors  and windows 
whenever you are 
present. Leave as 
many windows open 
when you are not 
present as security 
concerns allow

MOVE OUT
saturated porous  
materials such 
as mattresses or  
upholstered items, 
especially those 
with visible fungal 
growth.

TEAR OUT
flooring, paneling, 
drywall, insulation, 
and electrical 
outlets saturated 
by floodwater.

CLEAN OUT 
and disinfect any 
remaining debris 
and mud.

DRY OUT
the building
and any 
remaining 
contents
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When storms roll in, they might bring along 
high winds, thunder and lightning and drops in 
temperature. Many people ride out storms 
indoors, but some may find themselves 
suddenly caught in a storm and not know what 
to do.
For the unprepared, the potential for injury is 
significant. So it’s important to routinely brush 
up on surviving a storm when caught in one 
outdoors.

Lightning
Lightning can pose a significant threat. Real Clear 
Science says the average bolt of lightning, striking 
from cloud to ground, carries roughly one billion 
joules of energy, 300 million volts and 30,000 amps. 
Lightning also generates temperatures hotter 
than the surface of the sun. According to data 
collected by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, in North America, Florida, 
Texas and Colorado had the highest number of 
lightning-related fatalities between 2005 and 2014. 
Environment Canada says that roughly 10 people 
die in Canada each year because of lightning. 
Finding shelter when lightning strikes is ideal but 
not always possible. If you cannot get indoors, 
the next best thing is to stay low to the ground. 
Lightning tends to strike the tallest items around. 
Therefore, staying put in a ditch or depression in the 
ground can protect you against a possible lightning 
strike.
NOAA says to stay away from tall, isolated trees, 
which can become lightning rods. The same can be 
said for seeking shelter under a tent or pavillion, as 
these structures are often metal and can conduct the 
lightning.
Cars can be a somewhat safe spot if there is nothing 
else available. The metal shell of the car will disperse 
the lightning to the ground, offers AccuWeather. 
The National Weather Service says groups caught 
outside during lightning storms should spread 
out to avoid the current traveling between group 
members. Also, remember that, while water will 
not attract lightning, it can conduct and spread the 
charge, so avoid bodies of water and wet areas.

Winds
High winds also pose a safety risk. These winds may 
accompany thunderstorms, tornados or hurricanes. 
For those who are caught outside in high winds, 
The Weather Channel advises taking cover next to a 
building or under a secure shelter. 
Wind can easily bring down trees, branches, and 
power lines. It also may blow around outdoor 
furniture and other heavy items. FEMA says to stay 
away from balconies or elevated areas to avoid 
falling objects. Avoid roadways and train tracks 
when on foot, as gusts can blow people into the path 
of oncoming vehicles. 
Electrocution from downed power lines is a 
potential side effect of high winds. Avoid anything 
that might be touching power lines. 
Being indoors during severe weather is ideal but not 
always possible when a storm arrives unexpectedly. 
Knowing how to behave in these emergency 
situations can prevent injury and even death. 

STAY SAFE

OUTDOORS
WHEN CAUGHT

For the unprepared, 
the potential for injury 
is significant. So it’s 
important to routinely 
brush up on surviving a 
storm when caught in 
one outdoors.

By Michael Rodrigurez
Staff Writer 

September 17, 2017

WESLACO — With winds well 
exceeding 100 mph and a 
torrential downpour flooding city 
streets, it’s not uncommon to see 
power lines down, palm trees eerily 
slanted toward one direction and 
roofs torn off local homes and 
businesses.
And yet it was an otherwise 
ordinary scene that struck a then 
28-year-old Bob Rektorik who, 
while venturing out into what would 
become the Rio Grande Valley’s 
most destructive storm witnessed 
a 12-year-old boy running and 
playing in the rain.
It was an odd sight the now 
78-year-old Rektorik recalled — the 
youngster having fun juxtaposed 
with the devastation that Hurricane 
Beulah rained down that day in 
September 1967. But this is what 
the retired drainage engineer for 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
remembered most about his 
harrowing experience documenting 
the storm.
“ I think his name was Daniel,” 
Rektorik said of the boy he saw 
playing in the vicinity of Sixth Street 
and Bridge Avenue in Weslaco. “I 
knew him; I had coached him in 
Little League. … (He was) running 
around being a kid.”
Undaunted by Beulah’s fury, such 
sights were visible to the young 
Rektorik upon grabbing his 35mm 
Konica Minolta camera on the way 
out of his Weslaco home. It’s been 
almost 50 years to the day that he 
then climbed into a ton-and-a-half 
state truck and decided to take a 
drive.
His destination was anywhere 
the truck would take him; his 
mission, although he was unaware 

at the time, was to capture the 
catastrophic flooding and wind 
damage that would forever change 
the Valley landscape.
Between Sept. 20 and 22, 
Beulah’s winds reached as high as 
136 mph with gusts recorded at 
109 mph at the Brownsville airport, 
according to the National Weather 
Service, which also recorded 100 
mph gusts as far inland as Pharr 
and Edinburg.
“ An estimated storm tide of 8 to 
14 feet swept South Padre Island, 
Port Isabel and Boca Chica; tides 
were measured as high as 18 feet 
along the Cameron/Willacy County 
line south of Port Mansfield,” read 
the NWS history of hurricanes 
impacting the Valley, further 
explaining that Beulah’s “slow 
movement and relatively large size 
dropped tremendous rains across 
Starr, Hidalgo and Brooks County.”
This overflowed creeks that 
“inundated Falfurrias” and led to 
“excessive water flowing down 
the Rio Grande and into adjacent 
floodways,” as well as leaving 
homes in Harlingen flooded as 
high up as the rooftops.
For Rektorik, who at the time was 
manning an in-house refugee 
center for USDA employees, 
documenting Beulah’s impact 
was not a task assigned to him, 
but an obligation considering the 
resources at his disposal.
“ It was just something that should 
have been done,” Rektorik said 
before adding that he even shot 
video of the storm using 16mm 
film. “I could do it; I had the 
cameras; I had the film.”
Scenes he captured as a result 
included an overwhelmed floodway 
inundating Mile 2 Road in 
Mercedes, citrus harvest losses, 
a portion of the McAllen airport 
under water, aluminum sheds left 
torn and mangled, and the curious 

sight of floodwater nearly spilling 
into a rain gauge located a couple 
feet off the ground.
Because there were areas he 
couldn’t access due to high water, 
Rektorik waited until the storm 
passed and boarded a small 
airplane the USDA had under 
contract at the Weslaco airport 
— one of few in the Valley with a 
terminal still on dry land.
The aerial photos he subsequently 
captured helped tell the Valley’s 
story of what’s still considered the 
region’s great leviathan.
“ Most of Willacy County was under 
water … for weeks,” he recalled. 
“There was no drainage channel, 
so they came in — one of the 
government programs — … and 
dug drainage ditches right away.”
Among the scenes he 
photographed were Treasure Hills 
residences in Harlingen almost 
completely under water, a tractor 
wading through floodwater in San 
Perlita, and a Quonset hut in the 
same area that appeared not 
unlike an island.
Rektorik did this at great peril, 
considering the ground photos and 
footage were taken the day Beulah 
blew through the Valley.
“ During the storm, there was 
nobody out saying you can’t go 
down this road and whatnot,” 
Rektorik said. “I probably shouldn’t 
have been out there, but when 
you’re 20-something-years-old, 
you’re infallible. You can’t get hurt.”
Asked whether he was ever 
frightened during the storm, 
Rektorik said he was too young to 
know any better.
“ Not really,” he said when asked if 
he had seen anything like Beulah’s 
destructive power. “Fear is age-
dependent. The younger you are 
the less fear you have. The older I 
get I think I shouldn’t have done 
that, but it was done.”

RETIRED DRAINAGE ENGINEER 
RECALLS DOCUMENTING BEULAH

Cars travel through flooded streets in Weslaco after 
Hurricane Beulah in September 1967. Photos 
courtesy of Bob Retorik/USDA
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PROTECT

PROPERTY
YOUR

Planning and preparing before a 
hurricane strikes can help you manage 
the impact of high winds and floodwaters. 
Take the steps outlined below to keep 
you and your family safe while protecting 
your home and property. If you are a 
renter, talk with your landlord or property 
manager about the steps you can take 
together to protect yourself, your family, 
your home, and your property.

EMERGENCY 
COMMUNICATION
Make sure you have everything you’ll 
need to get in touch with your family 
either through cellular phones or email. 

MEDICAL NEEDS
Be equipped to tend to any current or 
unexpected medical conditions your 
family may have. 

CRITICAL DOCUMENTS
Place any important documents in 

a waterproof container to help keep 
them dry and easily accessible.

TOOLS AND SAFETY ITEMS
Small items like matches, flashlights, a 
multi-purpose tool, and a whistle can 
make a huge difference for your family 
while weathering the storm.

FOOD/SUPPLIES
Have at least a three-day supply of 
non-perishable food and water for your 
family. Remember to pack anything 

specific to your family’s needs.

HYGIENE AND 
SANITATION
Practicing good hygiene can stop the 
spread of bacteria and infectious 
disease. 

PROTECTIVE GEAR
Protect yourself by packing warm 
clothes and blankets to prevent 
hypothermia. Don’t forget protective 
footwear and gloves too.

COMFORT & PRICELESS 
ITEMS
You may be away from your home for 
an extended period and your property 
may be damaged. Grab any items 
that are irreplaceable or may provide 
comfort to your family, especially your 
children.
Ask yourself, “What would I need for 
myself and my family if a hurricane 
struck?” Add any of these specific 
items to your Hurricane Preparedness 
Checklist.   

WIND
High winds: The best way to reduce the risk of damage to a 
structure from hurricane winds is to reinforce or strengthen the 
building including doors, windows, walls, and roofs. The best 
way to protect yourself is to consider either constructing a safe 
room that meets FEMA criteria or a storm shelter that meets 
ICC 500 criteria.
Wind-borne debris: Bring loose, lightweight objects (e.g., patio 
furniture, garbage cans, and bicycles) inside; anchor objects 
that would be unsafe to bring inside (e.g., gas grills and 
propane tanks); and trim or remove trees close enough to fall 
on buildings.

FLOOD
There are steps that you or your property owner can take now 
to make your home or business more flood resistant. Some 
improvements are simple and inexpensive. As your budget 
allows, take these steps to protect your property from flood 
damage and manage your risks.
Keep gutters and drains free of debris
Stockpile emergency protective materials such as plywood, 
plastic sheeting, and sandbags.
Elevate the heating system  (furnace), water heater, and 
electric panel if susceptible to flooding.
Waterproof the basement.
In areas with repetitive flooding, consider elevating the building

FLOOD INSURANCE
Most property insurance policies do not cover flood losses, 
so you will need to purchase separate flood insurance if 
your property is at risk for flooding. Talk to your insurance 
agent about buying flood insurance. Flood insurance is 
available for homeowners, renters, and business owners 
through the National Flood Insurance Program in participating 
communities. Keep in mind that a policy purchased today will 
take 30 days to go into effect, so act now!

STRUCTURE OF A HURRICANE

Eye
Light winds, little 
precipitation, lowest 
pressure.

Spiral 
rainbands
Precipitation bands 
that flow toward 
storm center.

Eyewall
Heaviest 
precipitation, 
strongest 
winds.

Counterclockwise
rotation

SOURCE: NOOA Graphic by Eddie Mirza/The Monitor

Warm, humid air feeds hurricane and spirals in toward eye, gainnig speed.
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By STEVE CLARK
Staff Writer

For starters, here’s an explanation of the 
difference between a hurricane warning and a 
hurricane watch:

According to the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, a warning 
means sustained winds of 74 mph or higher 
— hurricane conditions — are expected 
somewhere within a specified area. A warning 
is issued 36 hours in advance of the anticipated 
onset of tropical-storm-force winds, or 
sustained winds of 39 to 73 mph, to give people 
enough time to prepare, and evacuate if so 
directed by local officials.

A hurricane watch, according to NOAA, means 
hurricane conditions are possible within the 
specified area. Watches are issued 48 hours before 
the anticipated onset of tropical storm-force 
winds in the area. When a watch is issued, that 
means it’s time to secure your home, review your 
evacuation plan and stay alert for a hurricane 
warning.

Preparing one’s home or business includes 
trimming or removing damaged trees and limbs, 
securing loose rain gutters and downspouts, 
and clearing out any clogged areas or debris to 
prevent water damage to the property, according 
to the Federal Emergency Management Agency.

FEMA says property owners can reduce 
damage by retrofitting to secure and reinforce 
roofs, windows and doors, including garage 
doors. The agency recommends buying a 
portable generator or installing a “whole house” 
generator for power outages. Also, residents may 
consider building a FEMA safe room or OCC 500 
storm shelter designed for protection from high 
winds, as long as it’s above flood level.

Families should know in advance where to go 
if evacuation becomes necessary, which means 
knowing the local hurricane-evacuation route or 
routes and having a plan for lodging. Evacuation 
“go bags” should include a flashlight and 
batteries, cash, first aid supplies, medications 
and vital documents. Families should have an 
emergency communication plan.

Residents who aren’t advised to evacuate and 
stay home during a storm, or can’t because of 
flooding or blocked roads, should make sure to 
have adequate supplies for several days of no 
water and power, FEMA says.

The agency notes that many communities have 
text or email emergency alert systems, and that 
residents can find details about their local alert 
system by searching the internet.

PREPARATION

AT HOME
STARTS

Families should know 
in advance where to go 
if evacuation becomes 
necessary, which means 
knowing the local 
hurricane-evacuation 
route or routes and having 
a plan for lodging. 

By ALEXIS AGUIRRE
Staff Writer

Hurricane season is hastily approaching and 
the time to prepare for emergencies is now.
In the case of strong weather, emergency 
evacuations will be ordered.
For some, the ability to leave their home in a 
hurry is not easy or even feasible.
Those residents are being asked to call 2-1-1 
to be placed on the State of Texas Emergency 
Assistance Registry or STEAR.
STEAR was created after the 2005 hurricane 
season by the University of Texas Center for 
Space Research to help evacuate those in 
need of special assistance during emergencies.
The registry allows residents with disabilities 
or transportation barriers to plan their escape 
route before the storm hits.
By dialing 2-1-1 and answering standard 
questions about their status and needs, 
residents at-risk can ask for the help they need 
and plan ahead.
The number is not an emergency line and 
should not be used as such.
While registering, residents will be asked basic 
information such as their name and address 
along with their primary language, caregiver 
info and whether or not they have pets.
All information is completely confidential and 
the registry is voluntary.
Charles Hoskins, deputy emergency 
management coordinator of Cameron County 
Emergency Management, said the registry is for 
those that feel they would need assistance in 
evacuating.
During an emergency, those on the registry 
will be asked to go to a pick up point in the 
Cameron County area before being transferred 
to a safe haven and shelter away from danger.
Hoskins said during emergencies, the center 
notifies the state of how many buses they’ll 
need to transport residents out of harm’s way.
“The registry helps identify the number of 
buses needed in the case of an emergency,” 
Hoskins said.

State of Texas
Emergency Assistance 
Registry (STEAR)

The STEAR program is a free 
registry that provides local 
emergency planners and 
emergency responders with 
additional information on the 
needs in their community.
Who Should Register for STEAR?

People with Disabilities
People with access and functional needs 
such as:
   • People who have limited mobility
   • People who have communication barriers
   • People who require additional medical
     assistance during an emergency event
   • People who require transportation
     assistance
   • People who require personal care 
     assistance

How to register for 
STEAR
Call: 877-541-7905

FOR SPECIAL ASSISTANCE
211 REGISTRY
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HOW TO 
BUILD A

Hurricanes, like floods, brushfires, 
and tornadoes, can be frightening 
things to be caught in (and 
these tips can be applied to 
those natural disasters, too). 
But with some forethought and 
preparation, you can make the 
storm easier and safer for you and 
your pet.  

 1. Make a Plan
Simply put, be prepared. Decide 
on a course of action and make 
sure you can initiate it at a 
moment’s notice. Have supplies 
set aside in a safe, easily 
accessible place. It’s like having 
candles or a flashlight under the 
kitchen sink in case of a black 
out. You may never need them, 
but if a blackout happens, there’s 
no need to scramble in the dark, 
because you know exactly where 
to go and what to do for light.

 2. Be a Stickler
Whatever your decision is, stick 
to it. Otherwise, you may put your 
pet in real danger. If you decide 
to leave town at the first sign of 

warning, then do so as planned. 
No dilly-dallying. Changing your 
mind or changing the plan often 
leads to unnecessary accidents, 
as you’re no longer prepared.  

 3. Get Your Kit On
A pet emergency kit isn’t 
that much different to yours. 
Enough water for three days, 
non-perishable food (include a 
can opener if needed), a solid 
carrier, litter, litter box, puppy 
pads, plastic bags, medicine and 
medical records for both you and 
your pet in waterproof containers, 
extra leash, and a picture of your 
pet on you in case the worst 
happens and you get separated. 
Tags and/or microchipping your 
pet will also make it easier to 
recover, should it get lost.  

 4. Staying In
If you’re staying home to ride out 
the storm, keep your pet in its 
carrier or on a leash. You never 
know when you might be forced 
to evacuate. And even if that 
doesn’t happen, you don’t want 

to be tracking down a petrified 
pet during the chaos. Therefore, 
secure your pet before the storm 
hits.  

 5. Going Out
Stay tuned to the news reports. If 
you’re told to evacuate, you must 
do so at first warning. Moreover, it 
helps to have everything ready to 
go. We suggest a backpack that 
holds all the essentials for you 
and your pet. And make sure you 
know ahead of time exactly where 
all the shelters are and how to get 
there.  

 6. Stay Calm
Whether you leave early, choose to 
stay, or are required to evacuate 
due to the storm’s severity or due 
to house damage, remember to 
stay calm. Your pet can sense your 
emotions, so a calming demeanor 
can lead to a less-panicked pet. 
Oh, and don’t forget to speak to 
your pet in a calm, soothing voice, 
too.

SOURCE: PETMD.COM

6 HURRICANE 
SAFETY TIPS 
FOR PETS

By MARK REAGAN
Staff Writer

When preparing for a hurricane, it’s 
important to remember any four-legged 
family members in the household.

Just like it’s important to have a hurricane 
kit put together for the family, those prepping 
also should consider having a kit together for 
any pets in the home.

There are three categories to consider 
when putting together a kit for the pet, 
including documents; water, food and meds; 
and other miscellaneous supplies.

Starting with documents, each kit should 
include veterinary records for each pet. This 
type of information includes vaccinations, 
a medical summary, any prescriptions the 
animal needs and a record of the pet’s most-
recent heartworm test.

Also, the kit should include the registration 
information, a pet description like breed, 
sex, color and weight, along with microchip 
information and your contact information, 
all placed in a waterproof container. This 
information should be included for each pet 
in the household.

Like humans, pets will need to eat and 
need to have an adequate supply of any 
medications they need.

The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention recommends each kit have a 
two-week supply of food in a waterproof 
container and a two-week supply of water for 
each animal, along with non-spill food and 
water dishes. The kit should include feeding 
instructions for each animal.

Also, the kit should include a two-week 
supply of any relevant medications, medical 
instructions and a one-month supply of flea, 
tick and heartworm medications.

A pet supply kit should include a leash, 
collar with identification and a harness. It’s 
also important to have a pet carrier with 
bedding and a blanket on hand.

And in the event of an injury, the kit should 
include a pet first-aid book and kit.

When building a pet kit, don’t forget 
cleaning supplies like paper towels, plastic 
bags and disinfectant in case of an accident.

Oh, and maybe include the pet’s favorite 
toys, too.

PET HURRICANE KIT
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PROTECT YOUR

Flooding is a natural disaster that often strikes with 
little, if any, warning. The environmental awareness site 
Natural Rivers states that floods are the most common 
natural hazard in North America in terms of number of 
lives lost and property damage. Floods can occur day or 
night and any time of the year. Flooding can also occur in 
all different terrains.

In September 2018, many of the inland towns of North 
Carolina were flooded in the aftermath of Hurricane 
Florence, displacing millions. The following month 
saw severe flooding in central and southern Texas that 
prompted Governor Greg Abbott to declare a state of 
disaster in 18 counties. Accuweather reported in the 
summer of 2018 that historic flooding closed famed 
Hershey Park, shuttering attractions for a few days.

Flooding can cause considerable distress, uproot 
families and damage structures. But even people who live 
in flood zones can take steps to be flood-safe.

• Purchase flood insurance. Many people and properties 
are not covered for flooding under standard homeowners 
insurance policies. As a result, it is essential to purchase 
separate flood insurance. The home improvement and 
information site HouseLogic says that flood insurance 
may be required by mortgage companies for those 
financing homes in flood plains. 

• Have a ‘go bag’ ready. This is a great idea in 
preparation for any type of emergency situation. Go 
bags can include a few changes of clothes, important 
documents and phone numbers, essential toiletries, extra 
cash, and non-perishable foods. You may want to stock go 
bags with flashlights, batteries and waterproof shoes as 
well. Evacuate if a flood is predicted to be severe.

• Know your flood level. Check flood maps at the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency’s website (FEMA.gov) or 
your local building department. This will help you know 
just how high the water might rise in certain scenarios so 
you can plan accordingly.

• Safeguard key home systems. Protect sockets, 
switches, breakers, and wiring in a home by placing them 
at least one foot above the expected flood level in your 
area, offers the Insurance Institute for Business & Home 
Safety. Move the furnace, water heater and any other key 
appliances so they sit above the property’s flood level.

• Vent the water. Foundation vents, sump pumps, 
drains, and more can help keep water from accumulating 
in or around the foundation of a home.

• Consider a grading change. The grading or slope of 
ground can be adjusted to direct water away from your 
home.  If your street is prone to standing water after 
ordinary rainstorms, talk to your county planning or 
environmental services department about potential 
modifications.

• Prepare for the worst. Home piers or columns can 
lift the lowest floor of a home above flood level. It’s an 
expensive undertaking but can be worth it in high-flood 
areas.

Flooding is no joke. Homeowners can safeguard their 
homes with some protective steps. 

HOME AND FAMILY FROM

Flooding can cause 
considerable distress, 
uproot families and 
damage structures. 
But even people who live 
in flood zones can take 
steps to be flood-safe.

FLOODING

Flooding is responsible for a significant portion of 
property damage in the United State, but only 38% 
of people living in a high risk flood zone have a flood 
insurance policy.

Roy Tijerina
Exclusive Agent

Phone: 956-316-1040
Fax: 956-316-1662

Email: RoyTijerina@allstate.com

Are your home, business 
and personal possesions 
protected from FLOOD?

NEW
Location

 Allstate Insurance Company
1310 W. University Dr.
Edinburg, Tx 78539

Roy Tijerina, Exclusive Agent

1310 W. University Dr., Edinburg, Tx 78539
Phone: 956-316-1040   Fax: 956-316-1662
Email: RoyTijerina@allstate.com
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portion of property damage in the United State, but only 
38% of people living in a high risk fl ood 

zone have a fl ood insurance policy.
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By GARY LONG
Staff Writer

When preparing for a hurricane, the most important 
question to ask is “could I make it on my own for at least 
three days?”

The task then is to stockpile sufficient supplies so 
that the answer is “yes,” according to the Department of 
Homeland Security’s emergency preparedness website, 
www.ready.gov.

For people with chronic medical conditions such as 
diabetes, kidney disease and others, the advice is even 
more important because in many cases their medicines 
are life-sustaining. Such medicines include blood sugar-
lowering drugs like insulin for Type 1 diabetics, and 
metformin for Type 2 diabetics. Cholesterol-lowering 
drugs, blood thinners and other drugs are important for 
people suffering from heart conditions.

“People need to check with their pharmacy, because 
during a disaster they’re able to refill prescriptions 
earlier and for a longer period,” said Tom Hushen, 
Cameron County Emergency Management coordinator.

For those dependent on kidney dialysis or other 
life-sustaining treatment, “they’re the ones we’re trying 
to reach to evacuate early,” Hushen said, adding that 
dialysis centers in Cameron County near the coast 
usually evacuate to their nearest adjacent location in 
Hidalgo or Starr county.

The ready.gov website also advises:
Wear medical alert tags 
 If you use medical equipment in your home that 

requires electricity, talk to your doctor or health care 
provider about how you can prepare for its use during a 
power outage.

Create a support network. Keep a contact list in a 
watertight container in your emergency kit.

Contact your city or county government’s emergency 
management agency or office. Many local offices keep 
lists of people with disabilities so they can be helped 
quickly in a sudden emergency.

YOUR

 If you use medical equipment in your home 
that requires electricity, talk to your doctor 
or health care provider about how you can 
prepare for its use during a power outage.

By STEVE CLARK
Staff Writer

   Getting your place of business ready for a 
hurricane is similar in many ways to preparing 
your home: fortifying the roof and doors 
and installing shutters or plywood to project 
windows from wind-borne debris, removing 
weak trees and limbs nearby, and the like.
   And while it’s important to safeguard vital 
documents at home, it’s also vital to protect 
business-related documents. The National 
Hurricane Survival Initiative says business 
owners should preserve contacts crucial to 
business operations such as employees, banks, 
lawyers, accountants, suppliers, etc.
NHSI also recommends setting up a backup 

location in advance where business operations 
could continue smoothly if a hurricane strikes, 
and discussing the temporary location with all 
employees.
   “If your business is damaged, remember to 
assess, document, and report them to your 
insurance company as soon as possible,” says 
the NHSI.
  As with residential properties, commercial 
property owners should talk to their agents 
to find out if their insurance coverage is 
adequate to cover full replacement in the 
event of storm damage, make sure the correct 
type of coverage is in place, and learn about 
deductibles.
   The Atlantic hurricane season runs from June 
1 through Nov. 30.

HOW TO PREPARE A

BUSINESS
AHEAD OF THE STORM

SECURE 

MEDICINE

MYTH: Preparing for disasters is time-consuming and expensive. 
FACT: Signing up for local alerts and warnings is free. Many preparedness apps are also free.
FACT: Your home may already contain emergency kit items. 
FACT: You can purchase items for an emergency kit and assemble it over time. 
FACT: Having an adequate emergency supply of food and a 
communication plan can be of benefit no matter the hazard.

TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE MYTHS & FACTS

MYTH: My homeowners insurance should cover everything if a hurricane affects me.
FACT: This is not always the case. Check your insurance policy and consult your insurance agent. 
FACT: Standard homeowners insurance does not cover flood damage.

MYTH: In an emergency, only first responders need to know what to do. 
FACT: Everyone needs to know what to do before, during, and after a hurricane to protect themselves, their families, and their neighbors.
FACT: First responders may not reach you for hours or days after a hurricane strikes. Everyone needs to know what to do to stay safe.

MYTH: I am prepared for any emergency, including a hurricane, if I have an emergency kit packed. 
FACT: Emergency preparedness requires more than a kit.
FACT: Having a family communication plan, signing up for alerts and warnings, and knowing what to do and how to evacuate are 
also important.
FACT: Many emergencies require knowledge of what to do to protect yourself.

MYTH: It’s okay if I drive through a small amount of floodwater. 
FACT: As little as 12 inches of water can float smaller SUVs and 18 inches of water can float larger vehicles such as full-size SUVs. 
FACT: The depth of the water is not always obvious, and moving water has tremendous power. Turn Around Don’t Drown®

MYTH: A person can safely wait to evacuate until confirmation that a hurricane is in their area. 
FACT: Those who wait for actual confirmation of a hurricane may be trapped by high winds, flooding, or traffic. 

MYTH: If I tape my windows, it will protect them from strong hurricane force winds. 
FACT: Taping windows can create larger and deadlier shards of glass. 
FACT: Hurricane shutters or impact-resistant windows are far more effective in protecting against breakage of windows.
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HURRICANE SEASON IS HERE

DO YOU HAVE FLOOD 
INSURANCE?

956-997-6777

Did you know that your home insurance DOES NOT include FLOOD PROTECTION?Did you know that your home insurance DOES NOT include FLOOD PROTECTION?Did you know that your home insurance DOES NOT include FLOOD PROTECTION?

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE QUOTE!

HERE ARE SOME SAMPLES
OF YOUR FLOOD INSURANCE
PRICE FOR PREFERRED RISK

30 DAY WAITING PERIOD BEFORE POLICY BECOMES ACTIVE!

TANNYA LOPEZ
TOLL FREE

844.997.6777
Lopez Agencies, LLC
2301 E. Griffi n Pkwy. Ste A

Mission, TX 78572

MON-FRI 9AM - 6PM
SAT 10AM - 2PM

$75,000 / $30,000 .........$1,000 / $1,000 .......... for only $360
$100,000 / $40,000 .......$1,000 / $1,000 .......... for only $399
$125,000 / $50,000 ......  $1,250 / $1,250 .......... for only $419
$150,000 / $60,000 ......  $1,250 / $1,250 .......... for only $446
$200,000 / $80,000 ......  $1,250 / $1,250 .......... for only $487
$250,000 / $100,000 ....  $1,250 / $1,250 .......... for only $516

Building / Content Protection DEDUCTIBLE COST

IMPORTANT INFORMATION: Your actual premium may be higher or lower based on a number of factors. Coverages are subject to policy terms, conditions, qualifi cations, and availability.

ESTOS SON AGUNOS EJEMPLOS 
DE SU SEGURO CONTRA 

INUNDACIONES. PRECIOS DE 
RIESGO PREFERENCIALES.

¡30 DE ESPERA ANTES DE HACERSE EFECTIVA!

TANNYA LOPEZ
LLAMADA GRATUITA

844.997.6777
Lopez Agencies, LLC
2301 E. Griffi n Pkwy. Ste A

Mission, TX 78572

LUN-VIE 9AM - 6PM
SAB 10AM - 2PM

¡LA TEMPORADA DE HURACANES ESTÁ A LA VUELTA DE LA ESQUINA!

¿TIENE SEGURO DE 
INUNDACIÓN?

956-997-6777

¿Sabía que su seguro de casa No incluye protección contra inundaciones?¿Sabía que su seguro de casa No incluye protección contra inundaciones?¿Sabía que su seguro de casa No incluye protección contra inundaciones?

LLÁMENOS PARA SU COTIZACIÓN GRATUITA

$75,000 / $30,000 .........$1,000 / $1,000 ........solamente $360
$100,000 / $40,000 .......$1,000 / $1,000 ........solamente $399
$125,000 / $50,000 ......  $1,250 / $1,250 ........solamente $419
$150,000 / $60,000 ......  $1,250 / $1,250 ........solamente $446
$200,000 / $80,000 ......  $1,250 / $1,250 ........solamente $487
$250,000 / $100,000 ....  $1,250 / $1,250 ........solamente $516

PROTECCIÓN DE ESTRUCTURA/CONTENIDO DEDUCIBLE PRECIO

INFORMACIÓN IMPORTANTE: Su prima puede ser mayor o menor basado en una serie de diferentes factores. Las coberturas están sujetas a los términos, condiciones, califi caciones y disponibilidad de la póliza.
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FOUNDATION REPAIR &
HOUSE LEVELING

CALL US FIRST!

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

Fully
 Insured Credit Cards Accepted

• 20+ YEARS EXPERIENCE
• ENGINEER OWNED & SUPERVISED
• ENGINEER APPROVED REPAIRS
• HONEST PRICES / BUDGET MINDED
• PROPER INSPECTIONS, TIMELY REPAIRS

FREE ESTIMATES (VALLEYWIDE)
+CALL US TO SEE HOW WE COMPARE+

958-342-8368VETERAN &
SENIOR DISCOUNTS

@alizremodeling

956-326-8968

• Kitchen & Bathroom                         
• Additions 
• Repairs 
• Roofi ng 
• Custom Cabinets 
• All Types of Flooring                                        
• Quartz & Granite Installation                
• Pergolas & Patios
• Window & Door Replacement

FREE Estimates

ALIZ REMODELING

Insured 
& Bonded

• Kitchen & Bathroom                         

• All Types of Flooring                                        

Residential - Commercial
Sales - Repair - A/C Replacements

CALL NOW!
 956.638.4115 TACLB5179E ComfortServicesac.com

- Leasing Options
- Financing Available

-All major credit cards 
accepted

CALL NOW!
 956-540-7002

FREE ESTIMATES AND ALL INSURANCE WELCOME

(956) 432-7288

DISASTER 
RESTORATION 

SPECIALIST
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ROOFING

RESIDENTIAL &
     COMMERICAL

General Construction
and Remodeling

All Roof Types
• Roof Replacements
• Roof Repair
• Insurance Emergency Repairs

STORM
SOLUTIONS

BE PREPARED THIS 
HURRICANE SEASON!

BEFORE • DURING & AFTER!
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By MARK REAGAN
Staff Writer

One of the most important aspects of preparing for 
hurricane season is making sure to have a hurricane kit 
prepared with the essential supplies needed to survive 
the aftermath.

The Federal Emergency Management Agency 
recommends having a kit in the household where 
people can weather the storm, as well as in vehicles and 
at places of work.

The basic kit includes 10 essential items.
One key ingredient to the kit is water. Each kit should 

contain one gallon of water per person for at least three 
days. The water is designated not just for drinking, but 
for sanitation as well.

Second up is food. In the case that power is out for 
an extended amount of time, each kit should include at 
least a three-day supply of non-perishable food items. 
These are food items that do not need refrigeration, 
such as canned goods.

With food and water covered, people building a 
hurricane kit should be sure to have contact with the 
outside world in case power is out. This is simple. Each 
kit should include a battery-powered or hand crank 
radio as well as a National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration Weather Radio with tone alert and extra 
batteries for both.

In the event of a disaster, the more batteries a person 
has in their kit, the better. Another battery-reliant item 
that is necessary for the hurricane kit is a flashlight.

Also, each kit should include a whistle. The whistle is 
important in case people need to signal their location to 
first responders for help.

Should a hurricane devastate Brownsville, all sorts of 
contaminants could be released into the atmosphere. 
With that said, each kit should include a dust mask, or 
masks, depending on how many live in the household.

The kit should include plastic sheeting and duct tape 
to cover areas of a household that have been damaged 
to the extent that the household becomes exposed to 
the elements.

Each kit should include moist towelettes, garbage 
bags and plastic ties for personal sanitation.

In the event of a disaster, people should be certain to 
turn off utilities to avoid serious accidents. That’s why 
each kit should include a wrench or pliers to turn off 
those utilities.

Lastly, each kit should include a can opener for food 
and local maps to help navigate a world that may look 
completely different than it did before a major storm.

These are just the basic essential items needed for 
a kit. In the event of a major storm it’s best to be as 
prepared as possible, so there are a few more items 
people preparing a hurricane kit might consider.

For instance, prescription medication and glasses 
should be included if relevant. If there’s an infant in the 
house, be sure to include infant formula and diapers.

Important documents like insurance, identification 
and bank account records should be kept in a 
waterproof, portable container. And it’s also important 
to have cash, traveler’s checks or change included in the 
hurricane kit.

WHAT TO PUT
IN YOUR

With food and water covered, people 
building a hurricane kit should be 
sure to have contact with the outside 
world in case power is out. Each kit 
should include a battery-powered 
radio as well as a National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration 
Weather Radio with tone alert and 
extra batteries for both.

The time to prepare
for a hurricane is now.
This helpful checklist 
will get you started.

CLEAN-UP

CHECKLIST
BEFORE A HURRICANE
Stock your emergency kit and “go bag” with:

EMERGENCY COMMUNICATION
 Important contact information for family, school, work, 
doctors, etc., including phone numbers and email 
addresses
 Cellular phone, extra battery, and chargers for electrical 
equipment 
 AM/FM radio/NOAA Weather Radio (extra batteries)
 _____________________________________
 _____________________________________

MEDICAL NEEDS
 Medications for at least one week and copies of 
prescriptions
 Extra eyeglasses/contact lenses
 Medical equipment/assistive technology and backup 
batteries
 First aid kit
 _____________________________________
 _____________________________________

CRITICAL DOCUMENTS
 Photo ID (e.g., driver’s license, passport)
Cash and credit cards
 Personal records (e.g., birth certificates, marriage 
certificates)
 Medical records
 Financial information (e.g., bank account or credit card 
information)
 Property records (e.g., insurance policies, deed, or lease)
 Waterproof, portable container for important documents 
_ ____________________________________
 _____________________________________

TOOLS & SAFETY ITEMS
 Flashlight
 Multi-purpose tool
 Matches or lighter in waterproof container
 Whistle
 _____________________________________
 _____________________________________

FOOD/SUPPLIES
 At least a three-day supply of water and non-perishable 
food
 Infant formula and diapers
 Pet food, supplies, and extra water
 _____________________________________
 _____________________________________

HYGIENE & SANITATION
 Soap/disinfectant/sanitizer
 Paper towels/moist towelettes
 Toilet paper
 Bleach

 Toothbrush and toothpaste
 _____________________________________
 _____________________________________

PROTECTIVE GEAR & CLOTHING
 Extra warm clothes
 Sturdy shoes
 Blankets or sleeping bags
 _____________________________________
 _____________________________________

COMFORT & PRICELESS ITEMS
 Items like: books, puzzles, favorite stuffed toy, photo 
albums, valuables
 _____________________________________
 _____________________________________

DURING A HURRICANE
When a tropical storm or hurricane watch 
is issued, it’s important to stay informed.

Tune in to channels : 
_________________________________________
Check for alerts on apps: FEMA App 
_________________________________________
In case of evacuation, grab your 
“go bag” and leave immediately.
Use evacuation route : 
_________________________________________
The closest shelter is : 
_________________________________________
Meet family at : 
________________________________________
Make sure to take these important
numbers with you:
Family member’s name: 
_________________________________________ 
Phone  # :  _______________________________
Email :   _________________________________
Local contact’s name:
_________________________________________ 
Phone  # :  _______________________________
Email :   _________________________________
Out-of-state contact’s name:
_________________________________________ 
Phone  # :  _______________________________
Email : __________________________________
Primary physician’s name: 
_________________________________________ 
Phone  # :  _______________________________
Email : __________________________________
Hospital’s phone #: 
_________________________________________
Insurance company’s phone #: 
_________________________________________

HURRICANE KIT
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EMERGENCY RESOURCE

HELP
TARJETA DE RECURSOS DE EMERGENCIA

CONTACT NUMBERS: WEBSITE RESOURCES:

WWW.CO.HIDALGO.TX.US
(COUNTY OFFICIAL & RESOURCE GUIDANCE)

WWW.TEXASPREPARES.ORG
(STATE EMERGENCY AWARENESS)

WWW.DRIVETEXAS.ORG
(HIGHWAY AWARENESS)

WWW.RADAR.WEATHER.GOV
(NATIONAL DOPPLER RADAR)

EMERGENCY RESOURCE CARD

HELP
TARJETA DE RECURSOS DE EMERGENCIA

CONTACT NUMBERS: WEBSITE RESOURCES:

956-318-2426 - HIDALGO COUNTY PREPAREDNESS AND INFECTIOUS DISEASE DIVISION

956-292-7080 HIDALGO COUNTY DRAINAGE DISTRICT 

956-292-7750 - HIDALGO COUNTY EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HOT LINE  (WHEN ACTIVATED)

956-383-0111 - HIDALGO COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL AND ANIMAL CONTROL DIVISION

956-205-7000    ILLEGAL DUMPING HOTLINE

956.318.2615 - HIDALGO COUNTY EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

956.318.2656 - HIDALGO COUNTY FIRE MARSHAL

956.383.8114 - HIDALGO COUNTY SHERIFF OFFICE 

211 - GENERAL PUBLIC INFORMATION
911 - STANDARD EMERGENCY

956-318-2426 - HIDALGO COUNTY PREPAREDNESS AND INFECTIOUS DISEASE DIVISION

956-292-7080 - HIDALGO COUNTY DRAINAGE DISTRICT 

956-292-7750 - HIDALGO COUNTY EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HOT LINE

956-383-0111- HIDALGO COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL AND ANIMAL CONTROL DIVISION

956-205-7000 - ILLEGAL DUMPING HOTLINE

956.318.2615 - HIDALGO COUNTY EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

956.318.2656 - HIDALGO COUNTY FIRE MARSHAL

956.383.8114 - HIDALGO COUNTY SHERIFF OFFICE  

211 - GENERAL PUBLIC INFORMATION

911 - STANDARD EMERGENCY WWW.CO.HIDALGO.TX.US
(COUNTY OFFICIAL & RESOURCE GUIDANCE)

WWW.TEXASPREPARES.ORG
(STATE EMERGENCY AWARENESS)

WWW.DRIVETEXAS.ORG
(HIGHWAY AWARENESS)

WWW.RADAR.WEATHER.GOV
(NATIONAL DOPPLER RADAR)

Pct. 4 serves northern Hidalgo County,
including ranchland north of San Manuel
to where the county borders Brooks County
south to parts of McAllen and as far east as
the border of Hargill and points north.
Precinto 4 sirve al territorio norte del
condado de Hidalgo, incluyendo el
territorio de ranchería que se extiende al
norte de San Manuel, llegando a la frontera
del condado Brooks, bajando hasta el sur,
cubriendo territorio de McAllen, y
extendiéndose hasta el este en la frontera
con Hargill, e incluyendo algunas areas
hacia el norte.

                                                      RICHARD F. CORTEZ                     
          PRECINCT.  1                                        DAVID l. FUENTES                       
         PRECINCT. 2              EDUARDO "EDDIE" CANTU     
                      PRECINCT.  3              JOE M. FLORES               
             PRECINCT. 4              ELLIE TORRES      

HIDALGO COUNTY JUDGE AND COUNTY COMMISSIONER INFORMATION 

County Drainage, County Parks, County Road Safety, County Sanitation, Culvert Clean Up, Managing Illegal trash
throwing within County Lines, Pot Hole Repair On County Roads and County Road Signage. Drenaje del condado,
Parques del condado, Protecion de carreteras del condado, Saneamiento del condado, Limpieza de alcantarilla, Manejamiento
 de arrojo de basura illegal en las lineas del condado, reparo de hoyos y en  senalizacion en las calles del condado. 

County Judge, they comprise the Commissioners Court, which oversee and govern county business. The County Judge presides over Commissioners
Court and serves as the County Administrator. 
es tratado por un comisionado. La corte de comisionados esta formado por comisionados de cada precinto y por el juez del condado, los cual supervisan 
y goviernan los negocios del condado. El juez del condado es la autoridad sobre la corte de comisionados y sirve como administrador del condado.

COUNTY JUDGE  :
COMMISSIONERS :

WORK ORDER 
SERVICES INCLUDE 

(956) 318-2600  
(956) 968-8733
(956) 787-1891
 (956) 585-4509
(956) 383-3112

 SERVICIOS INCLUYEN

Pct. 1 serves eastern Hidalgo County
from Mercedes west to Alamo and
from Hargill on its northern precinct
border south to Progreso Lakes.
Precinto1sirve al territorio que se
encuentra en la parte este del condado
de Hidalgo. Desde Mercedes, incluyendo
todo el territorio que se extiende al este
de Alamo, y desde la frontera norte del
precinto en Hargill, y todo el territorio
que se extiende al sur, hasta llegar a
Progresso Lakes. 

Pct. 2 serves southern Hidalgo
County including the cities of
Hidalgo, McAllen, Pharr and San
Juan and the unincorporated area
south of Alamo. Precinto 2 sirve al
territorio que se encuentra en la
parte sur del condado de Hidalgo,
lo que incluye las ciudades de
Hidalgo, McAllen, Pharr, y San Juan
y las areas no incorporadas al sur
de Alamo. 

Pct. 3 serves western Hidalgo County
from Cuervitas at its western border
and then north all the way to Cipres
and approximately 20 miles east of FM
1017 and part of the City of Hidalgo to
the south.  Precinto 3 sirve al territorio
que se encuentra en la parte oeste del
condado de Hidalgo, desde la frontera
oeste de Cuervitas, hacia el norte hasta
Cipres, incluyendo el territorio que se
extiende aproximadamente 20 millas
al este de la FM 1017 y parte del sur
de la ciudad de Hidalgo.

PREPARE NOW 
 EMERGENCIES  can happen anywhere

PREPARESE HOY

 - 

 - 
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PREPARE NOW
PREPARESE HOY

EMERGENCY 
CONTACT 

INFORMATION

EMERGENCIES CAN HAPPEN ANYWHERE

Hidalgo County only opens sandbag distribution sites in anticipation of continuous and extended heavy rainfall events where 
severe, widespread fl ooding may accur. Please contact your respective precinct for more information.

CONTACT NUMBERS:
911   STANDARD EMERGENCY

211   GENERAL PUBLIC INFORMATION

956.383.8114 - HIDALGO COUNTY SHERIFF OFFICE

956.318.2656 - HIDALGO COUNTY FIRE MARSHAL

956-292-7080 - HIDALGO COUNTY DRAINAGE DISTRICT

956-205-7000 - ILLEGAL DUMPING HOTLINE

956-383-0111 - HIDALGO COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL        
                         AND ANIMAL CONTROL DIVISION

956-318-2426 - HIDALGO COUNTY PREPAREDNESS 
                         AND INFECTIOUS DISEASE DIVISION

956.318.2615 - HIDALGO COUNTY EMERGENCY
                         MANAGEMENT

REGISTER FOR
EMERGENCY

NOTIFICATIONS
https://tinyurl.com/e-dalgo

Register for emergency notifications at

WWW.CO.HIDALGO.TX.US
(COUNTY OFFICAL & RESOURCE GUIDANCE)

WWW.TEXASPREPARES.ORG
(STATE EMERGENCY AWARENESS)

WWW.DRIVETEXAS.ORG
(HIGHWAY AWARENESS)

WWW.RADAR.WEATHER.GOV
(NATIONAL DOPPLER RADAR)

WWW.READY.GOV
(EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS TIPS)

HIDALGO COUNTY
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT956-292-7750 HOT LINE

 - HIDALGO COUNTY DRAINAGE DISTRICT

 - HIDALGO COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL        

PRECINCT 1

PRECINCT 2

PRECINCT 3

PRECINCT 4

WWW.HIDALGOCOUNTY.US
(COUNTY OFFICIAL & RESOURCE GUIDANCE)

WWW.TEXASREADY.GOV
(STATE EMERGENCY AWARENESS)

WWW.DRIVETEXAS.ORG
(HIGHWAY AWARENESS)

RADAR.WEATHER.GOV
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WWW.READY.GOV
(EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS TIPS)

Hidalgo County only opens sandbag distribution sites in anticipation of continous and extended heavy rainfall events where 
severe, widespread flooding may occur. Please contact your respective precinct for more information.
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EMERGENCIAS PUEDEN SUCEDER EN CUALQUIER LUGAR

REGÍSTRESE PARA NOTIFICACIONES  
DE EMERGENCIA

M
A

-3
01

28
49

4

EMERGENCY RESOURCE

HELP
TARJETA DE RECURSOS DE EMERGENCIA

CONTACT NUMBERS: WEBSITE RESOURCES:

WWW.CO.HIDALGO.TX.US
(COUNTY OFFICIAL & RESOURCE GUIDANCE)

WWW.TEXASPREPARES.ORG
(STATE EMERGENCY AWARENESS)

WWW.DRIVETEXAS.ORG
(HIGHWAY AWARENESS)

WWW.RADAR.WEATHER.GOV
(NATIONAL DOPPLER RADAR)

EMERGENCY RESOURCE CARD

HELP
TARJETA DE RECURSOS DE EMERGENCIA

CONTACT NUMBERS: WEBSITE RESOURCES:

956-318-2426 - HIDALGO COUNTY PREPAREDNESS AND INFECTIOUS DISEASE DIVISION

956-292-7080 HIDALGO COUNTY DRAINAGE DISTRICT 

956-292-7750 - HIDALGO COUNTY EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HOT LINE  (WHEN ACTIVATED)

956-383-0111 - HIDALGO COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL AND ANIMAL CONTROL DIVISION

956-205-7000    ILLEGAL DUMPING HOTLINE

956.318.2615 - HIDALGO COUNTY EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

956.318.2656 - HIDALGO COUNTY FIRE MARSHAL

956.383.8114 - HIDALGO COUNTY SHERIFF OFFICE 

211 - GENERAL PUBLIC INFORMATION
911 - STANDARD EMERGENCY

956-318-2426 - HIDALGO COUNTY PREPAREDNESS AND INFECTIOUS DISEASE DIVISION

956-292-7080 - HIDALGO COUNTY DRAINAGE DISTRICT 

956-292-7750 - HIDALGO COUNTY EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HOT LINE

956-383-0111- HIDALGO COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL AND ANIMAL CONTROL DIVISION

956-205-7000 - ILLEGAL DUMPING HOTLINE

956.318.2615 - HIDALGO COUNTY EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

956.318.2656 - HIDALGO COUNTY FIRE MARSHAL

956.383.8114 - HIDALGO COUNTY SHERIFF OFFICE  

211 - GENERAL PUBLIC INFORMATION

911 - STANDARD EMERGENCY WWW.CO.HIDALGO.TX.US
(COUNTY OFFICIAL & RESOURCE GUIDANCE)

WWW.TEXASPREPARES.ORG
(STATE EMERGENCY AWARENESS)

WWW.DRIVETEXAS.ORG
(HIGHWAY AWARENESS)

WWW.RADAR.WEATHER.GOV
(NATIONAL DOPPLER RADAR)

Pct. 4 serves northern Hidalgo County,
including ranchland north of San Manuel
to where the county borders Brooks County
south to parts of McAllen and as far east as
the border of Hargill and points north.
Precinto 4 sirve al territorio norte del
condado de Hidalgo, incluyendo el
territorio de ranchería que se extiende al
norte de San Manuel, llegando a la frontera
del condado Brooks, bajando hasta el sur,
cubriendo territorio de McAllen, y
extendiéndose hasta el este en la frontera
con Hargill, e incluyendo algunas areas
hacia el norte.

                                                      RICHARD F. CORTEZ                     
          PRECINCT.  1                                        DAVID l. FUENTES                       
         PRECINCT. 2              EDUARDO "EDDIE" CANTU     
                      PRECINCT.  3              JOE M. FLORES               
             PRECINCT. 4              ELLIE TORRES      

HIDALGO COUNTY JUDGE AND COUNTY COMMISSIONER INFORMATION 

County Drainage, County Parks, County Road Safety, County Sanitation, Culvert Clean Up, Managing Illegal trash
throwing within County Lines, Pot Hole Repair On County Roads and County Road Signage. Drenaje del condado,
Parques del condado, Protecion de carreteras del condado, Saneamiento del condado, Limpieza de alcantarilla, Manejamiento
 de arrojo de basura illegal en las lineas del condado, reparo de hoyos y en  senalizacion en las calles del condado. 

County Judge, they comprise the Commissioners Court, which oversee and govern county business. The County Judge presides over Commissioners
Court and serves as the County Administrator. 
es tratado por un comisionado. La corte de comisionados esta formado por comisionados de cada precinto y por el juez del condado, los cual supervisan 
y goviernan los negocios del condado. El juez del condado es la autoridad sobre la corte de comisionados y sirve como administrador del condado.

COUNTY JUDGE  :
COMMISSIONERS :

WORK ORDER 
SERVICES INCLUDE 

(956) 318-2600  
(956) 968-8733
(956) 787-1891
 (956) 585-4509
(956) 383-3112

 SERVICIOS INCLUYEN

Pct. 1 serves eastern Hidalgo County
from Mercedes west to Alamo and
from Hargill on its northern precinct
border south to Progreso Lakes.
Precinto1sirve al territorio que se
encuentra en la parte este del condado
de Hidalgo. Desde Mercedes, incluyendo
todo el territorio que se extiende al este
de Alamo, y desde la frontera norte del
precinto en Hargill, y todo el territorio
que se extiende al sur, hasta llegar a
Progresso Lakes. 

Pct. 2 serves southern Hidalgo
County including the cities of
Hidalgo, McAllen, Pharr and San
Juan and the unincorporated area
south of Alamo. Precinto 2 sirve al
territorio que se encuentra en la
parte sur del condado de Hidalgo,
lo que incluye las ciudades de
Hidalgo, McAllen, Pharr, y San Juan
y las areas no incorporadas al sur
de Alamo. 

Pct. 3 serves western Hidalgo County
from Cuervitas at its western border
and then north all the way to Cipres
and approximately 20 miles east of FM
1017 and part of the City of Hidalgo to
the south.  Precinto 3 sirve al territorio
que se encuentra en la parte oeste del
condado de Hidalgo, desde la frontera
oeste de Cuervitas, hacia el norte hasta
Cipres, incluyendo el territorio que se
extiende aproximadamente 20 millas
al este de la FM 1017 y parte del sur
de la ciudad de Hidalgo.

PREPARE NOW 
 EMERGENCIES  can happen anywhere

PREPARESE HOY

 - 

 - 

EMERGENCY RESOURCE

HELP
TARJETA DE RECURSOS DE EMERGENCIA

CONTACT NUMBERS: WEBSITE RESOURCES:

WWW.CO.HIDALGO.TX.US
(COUNTY OFFICIAL & RESOURCE GUIDANCE)

WWW.TEXASPREPARES.ORG
(STATE EMERGENCY AWARENESS)

WWW.DRIVETEXAS.ORG
(HIGHWAY AWARENESS)

WWW.RADAR.WEATHER.GOV
(NATIONAL DOPPLER RADAR)

EMERGENCY RESOURCE CARD

HELP
TARJETA DE RECURSOS DE EMERGENCIA

CONTACT NUMBERS: WEBSITE RESOURCES:

956-318-2426 - HIDALGO COUNTY PREPAREDNESS AND INFECTIOUS DISEASE DIVISION

956-292-7080 HIDALGO COUNTY DRAINAGE DISTRICT 

956-292-7750 - HIDALGO COUNTY EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HOT LINE  (WHEN ACTIVATED)

956-383-0111 - HIDALGO COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL AND ANIMAL CONTROL DIVISION

956-205-7000    ILLEGAL DUMPING HOTLINE

956.318.2615 - HIDALGO COUNTY EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

956.318.2656 - HIDALGO COUNTY FIRE MARSHAL

956.383.8114 - HIDALGO COUNTY SHERIFF OFFICE 

211 - GENERAL PUBLIC INFORMATION
911 - STANDARD EMERGENCY

956-318-2426 - HIDALGO COUNTY PREPAREDNESS AND INFECTIOUS DISEASE DIVISION

956-292-7080 - HIDALGO COUNTY DRAINAGE DISTRICT 

956-292-7750 - HIDALGO COUNTY EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HOT LINE

956-383-0111- HIDALGO COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL AND ANIMAL CONTROL DIVISION

956-205-7000 - ILLEGAL DUMPING HOTLINE

956.318.2615 - HIDALGO COUNTY EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

956.318.2656 - HIDALGO COUNTY FIRE MARSHAL

956.383.8114 - HIDALGO COUNTY SHERIFF OFFICE  

211 - GENERAL PUBLIC INFORMATION

911 - STANDARD EMERGENCY WWW.CO.HIDALGO.TX.US
(COUNTY OFFICIAL & RESOURCE GUIDANCE)

WWW.TEXASPREPARES.ORG
(STATE EMERGENCY AWARENESS)

WWW.DRIVETEXAS.ORG
(HIGHWAY AWARENESS)

WWW.RADAR.WEATHER.GOV
(NATIONAL DOPPLER RADAR)

Pct. 4 serves northern Hidalgo County,
including ranchland north of San Manuel
to where the county borders Brooks County
south to parts of McAllen and as far east as
the border of Hargill and points north.
Precinto 4 sirve al territorio norte del
condado de Hidalgo, incluyendo el
territorio de ranchería que se extiende al
norte de San Manuel, llegando a la frontera
del condado Brooks, bajando hasta el sur,
cubriendo territorio de McAllen, y
extendiéndose hasta el este en la frontera
con Hargill, e incluyendo algunas areas
hacia el norte.

                                                      RICHARD F. CORTEZ                     
          PRECINCT.  1                                        DAVID l. FUENTES                       
         PRECINCT. 2              EDUARDO "EDDIE" CANTU     
                      PRECINCT.  3              JOE M. FLORES               
             PRECINCT. 4              ELLIE TORRES      

HIDALGO COUNTY JUDGE AND COUNTY COMMISSIONER INFORMATION 

County Drainage, County Parks, County Road Safety, County Sanitation, Culvert Clean Up, Managing Illegal trash
throwing within County Lines, Pot Hole Repair On County Roads and County Road Signage. Drenaje del condado,
Parques del condado, Protecion de carreteras del condado, Saneamiento del condado, Limpieza de alcantarilla, Manejamiento
 de arrojo de basura illegal en las lineas del condado, reparo de hoyos y en  senalizacion en las calles del condado. 

County Judge, they comprise the Commissioners Court, which oversee and govern county business. The County Judge presides over Commissioners
Court and serves as the County Administrator. 
es tratado por un comisionado. La corte de comisionados esta formado por comisionados de cada precinto y por el juez del condado, los cual supervisan 
y goviernan los negocios del condado. El juez del condado es la autoridad sobre la corte de comisionados y sirve como administrador del condado.

COUNTY JUDGE  :
COMMISSIONERS :

WORK ORDER 
SERVICES INCLUDE 

(956) 318-2600  
(956) 968-8733
(956) 787-1891
 (956) 585-4509
(956) 383-3112

 SERVICIOS INCLUYEN

Pct. 1 serves eastern Hidalgo County
from Mercedes west to Alamo and
from Hargill on its northern precinct
border south to Progreso Lakes.
Precinto1sirve al territorio que se
encuentra en la parte este del condado
de Hidalgo. Desde Mercedes, incluyendo
todo el territorio que se extiende al este
de Alamo, y desde la frontera norte del
precinto en Hargill, y todo el territorio
que se extiende al sur, hasta llegar a
Progresso Lakes. 

Pct. 2 serves southern Hidalgo
County including the cities of
Hidalgo, McAllen, Pharr and San
Juan and the unincorporated area
south of Alamo. Precinto 2 sirve al
territorio que se encuentra en la
parte sur del condado de Hidalgo,
lo que incluye las ciudades de
Hidalgo, McAllen, Pharr, y San Juan
y las areas no incorporadas al sur
de Alamo. 

Pct. 3 serves western Hidalgo County
from Cuervitas at its western border
and then north all the way to Cipres
and approximately 20 miles east of FM
1017 and part of the City of Hidalgo to
the south.  Precinto 3 sirve al territorio
que se encuentra en la parte oeste del
condado de Hidalgo, desde la frontera
oeste de Cuervitas, hacia el norte hasta
Cipres, incluyendo el territorio que se
extiende aproximadamente 20 millas
al este de la FM 1017 y parte del sur
de la ciudad de Hidalgo.

PREPARE NOW 
 EMERGENCIES  can happen anywhere

PREPARESE HOY

 - 

 - 

PREPARE NOW
PREPARESE HOY

EMERGENCY 
CONTACT 

INFORMATION

EMERGENCIES CAN HAPPEN ANYWHERE

Hidalgo County only opens sandbag distribution sites in anticipation of continuous and extended heavy rainfall events where 
severe, widespread fl ooding may accur. Please contact your respective precinct for more information.

CONTACT NUMBERS:
911   STANDARD EMERGENCY

211   GENERAL PUBLIC INFORMATION

956.383.8114 - HIDALGO COUNTY SHERIFF OFFICE

956.318.2656 - HIDALGO COUNTY FIRE MARSHAL

956-292-7080 - HIDALGO COUNTY DRAINAGE DISTRICT

956-205-7000 - ILLEGAL DUMPING HOTLINE

956-383-0111 - HIDALGO COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL        
                         AND ANIMAL CONTROL DIVISION

956-318-2426 - HIDALGO COUNTY PREPAREDNESS 
                         AND INFECTIOUS DISEASE DIVISION

956.318.2615 - HIDALGO COUNTY EMERGENCY
                         MANAGEMENT

REGISTER FOR
EMERGENCY

NOTIFICATIONS
https://tinyurl.com/e-dalgo

Register for emergency notifications at

WWW.CO.HIDALGO.TX.US
(COUNTY OFFICAL & RESOURCE GUIDANCE)

WWW.TEXASPREPARES.ORG
(STATE EMERGENCY AWARENESS)

WWW.DRIVETEXAS.ORG
(HIGHWAY AWARENESS)

WWW.RADAR.WEATHER.GOV
(NATIONAL DOPPLER RADAR)

WWW.READY.GOV
(EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS TIPS)

HIDALGO COUNTY
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT956-292-7750 HOT LINE

 - HIDALGO COUNTY DRAINAGE DISTRICT

 - HIDALGO COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL        

PRECINCT 1

PRECINCT 2

PRECINCT 3

PRECINCT 4
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 Pictured Left to Right: David L. Fuentes, Precinct 1 Commissioner; 
Eduardo “Eddie” Cantu, Precinct 2 Commissioner; Richard F. Cortez, County Judge;

Joe M. Flores, Precinct 3 Commissioner; Ellie Torres, Precinct 4 Commissioner.

HURRICANE 
SEASON
Planning ahead can make a life-saving difference in the event 
of a natural disaster or emergency. Go to ready.gov for a 
comprehensive list of emergency preparedness tips.

MEET YOUR HIDALGO COUNTY LEADERS

HIDALGO COUNTY JUDGE & COUNTY COMMISSIONER INFORMATION

June 1-Nov. 30

Planifi car con anticipación podría ser la diferencia para salvar vidas 
en el caso de un desastre natural o una emergencia. Vaya a ready.gov 
para una lista comprensiva de sugerencias de preparación.

Commissioner Precinct 1
1902 Joe Stephens Ave. 

Ste. 101 
Weslaco, TX 78596

956-968-8733

Commissioner Precinct 2
300 W. Hall Acres, Suite G 

Pharr, TX 78577

956-787-1891

Commissioner Precinct 3
724 North Breyfogle
Mission, TX 78574 

956-585-4509

Commissioner Precinct 4
1051 N. Doolittle Rd
Edinburg, TX 78541

956-383-3112

Comm. David L. Fuentes
@hcpct1

Comm. Eddie Cantu 
@eddiecantupct2

Comm. Joe M. Flores
@yourcountycom-
missioner

Comm. Ellie Torres
@pct4commis-
sionertorres

County Judge’s Offi ce
100 E. Cano, 2nd Floor

Edinburg, TX 78539

956-318-2600

County Judge 
Richard F. Cortez
@judgecortez

HURRICANE PREPAREDNESS CHECKLIST
Children Checklist

• Medications

• Wipes

• Diapers

• Diaper bag

• Car seat

• Snacks/babyfood

• Books/toys/games

• Blankets/clothes

• Masks (2 per person)

• Hand Sanitizer

• Gloves

• Thermometer

• Medicamentos

• Toallitas húmedas

• Pañales

• Bolsa para Pañales

• Asiento de coche

• Botanas/comida 

  de bebé

• Libros/jugetes/juegos

• Cobijas/ropa

• Máscaras faciales 

  (2 por persona)

• Guantes

• Desinfectante para 

   manos

• Termómetro

Lista para Niños

Pets Checklist
• Pets immunization 
  card - List of
  medications dosage
• Medications &
  prescriptions - 
  Calming medications
  & thunder shirt
• Poop bags, litter box
  & litter
• Pet food - water &
  food bowl

• Crate or kennel
• Grooming supplies - 
  fl eas, tick & heartworm
  preventative products
• Familar items- toy &
  blanket
• Leash, harness &
  collar ID
• Microchip information/
  proof of ownership

• Tarjeta de vacunación
  de mascotas - lista de
  dosis de medicamentos
• Jaula para mascotas
• Medicamentos & recetas
  - medicamento para
  calmar & camisa de truenos
• Bolsas para popó, caja 
  de arena & arena para
  gatos
• Alimentos para mascotas
  - agua & plato de comida

• Productos de aseo -
  productos preventivos
  para pulgas, garrapatas
  & gusano del corazón
• Artículos familiares - 
  jugetes & cobija
• Correa, arnés &
   identifi cació del collar
• Información de
  microchip/prueba de
  propiedad

Lista para Mascotas

 Senior Checklist
• Medications &
  prescriptions - List of
  medications dosage
• Prescribed glasses
• Dentures
• Medical equipment for
  your conditions - extra
  batteries for equipment
• Insurance/Prescription
  card - Medicaid
  Medicare cards

• Medical bracelet or ID
• Contact list of doctors
  & relatives
• Wheelchair/Walker
• Incontinence products
  - Adult diapers/liners
• Masks (2 per person)
• Hand Sanitizer
• Gloves
• Thermometer

• Medicinas & recetas - 
   Lista de dosis de
   medicamentos
• Anteojos recetados
• Dentaduras postizas
• Pulseras médicas o ID
• Equipo médico para sus
   condiciones - baterías
  adicionales para material 
    médico
• Tarjetas de seguro/
   recetas médicas - 
   Medicaid/Medicare

• Lista de doctores &
   familiares
• Silla de ruedas/
  andadores
• Productos para la
   incontinencia - pañales
   para adultos/forros
• Máscaras faciales 
  (2 por persona)
• Guantes
• Desinfectante para 
   manos
• Termómetro

Lista para Mayores de Edad

General Checklist
• Flashlight
• Batteries
• First aid kit
• Hand sanitizer
• Masks (2 per person)
• Gloves
• Water for 3-7 days
• Non-perishable food
• Can opener
• Shelf-stable snacks

• Matches/lighter 
• Medications
• Thermometer
• Personal items (driver
  license/ID, family
  documents, insurance
  information, copies of
  prescriptions)
• Extra cash
• Fill car gas tank

• Linterna
• Baterías
• Kit de primeros auxilios
• Desinfectante para
  manos
• Máscaras faciales (2 por
  persona)
• Guantes
• Agua para 3-7 días
• Alimentos no
  perecederos
• Abrelatas
• Comida de confort

  duraderos
• Cerillos/encendedor 
• Medicinas
• Termómetro
• Artículos personales
  (licensia de conducir/
  ID, documentos de
  familia, información
  de seguros, copias de
  recetas médicas)
• Dinero en efectivo
• Tanque lleno de 
  gasolina del carro

Lista en General

CONOZCA A SUS LÍDERES DEL CONDADO DE HIDALGO
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ISD INITIATIVE - FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS

We need your help! 
The 2020 Census can be completed online, over the phone, or by mail.

• Online: www.2020Census.gov
• Phone: English: 1-844-330-2020

Spanish: 1-844-468-2020

Respond Today!

Every 10 years, the United States undertakes its largest and most extensive mobilization operation.  The objective is to count everyone residing 
in the United States.  At its core, an accurate Census  count will mold the development of Hidalgo County for the next decade. Funding for education,  

economic development, housing, healthcare, and many other programs is dispersed using Census data. An undercount will result in 
reduced funding for many programs and organizations vital for the wellbeing of Hidalgo County. However as we enter hurricane season, an accurate 

Census count is imperative for our community to be prepared for the unpredictable. Funds used for Census count is imperative for our community to be prepared for the unpredictable. Funds used for roads, highways, drainage, and other 
infrastructure development needed to withstand hurricanes or heavy rainfall are contingent on accurate Census data. Furthermore, data collected 

provides rapid and accurate identification of our at-risk populations during an emergency situation.

Friday Night Lights is a football-themed competition between school districts 
in Hidalgo County. Each week, school districts will compete to increase the 
Census response rate within their geographical boundaries. 

During a hurricane emergency, accurate Census data will allow us to be equipped to endure unprecedented events; completing your 2020 Census 
will bring this preparedness to our community.

2020 Census Data in Times of Emergency

Rules: 
          Every school district will “play” against each other over 13 weeks. 
          The school district with the highest Census response rate increase within that week will be the winner of the head-to-head matchup.
          Each week’s response rate is independent; response rates will be compared every Thursday afternoon. 
          School district geographical boundaries will be analyzed by Census tract to identify response rate increases. 
          Similar to football, each district will have a win-to-loss ratio, indicating their performance record. 
          The districts with the highest records at the end of the 13 weeks will be the winners.           The districts with the highest records at the end of the 13 weeks will be the winners. 

Who will win the
Census Bo

wl?
_________

___

14 TEAMS
ONE WINNER

13 WEEKS

To find the latest matchups and Census response rates, visit www.Hidalgocounty.us/FNL

*As of May 27
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AN EASY WAY TO PREPARE FOR A HURRICANE

PROTECT YOUR
PROPERTY

24
74

44

I can help you feel better prepared.
This weekend while cleaning up around the house, take the time to clean your yard. Removing 
damaged tree limbs can keep them from becoming a wind hazard. For more easy ways to pre-
pare for hurricane season, call me first.

Myriam Guerra
956-664-2511
1309 East Pecan
McAllen, TX 78501
myriamguerra@allstate.com
allstateagencies.com/myriamguerra

 © 2009 Allstate Insurance Co., Northbrook, IL
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I can help you feel better prepared.
This weekend while cleaning up around the 
house, take the time to clean your yard. Removing 
damaged tree limbs can keep them from becoming 
a wind hazard. For more easy ways to prepare for 
hurricane season, call me first.

Myriam Guerra
956-664-2511
1309 East Pecan
McAllen, TX 78501
myriamguerra@allstate.com
allstateagencies.com/myriamguerra


