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U.S. Sen. Rob Portman (R-OH) speaking to Ohio county Farm
Bureau presidents and other attendees during the 73rd Ohio
County Farm Bureau Presidents’ Trip to Washington, D.C.,
March 14.

WE SPECIALIZE IN JOHN DEERE EQUIPMENT
AND CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF OTHER BRANDS
INCLUDING CASE IH, NEW HOLLAND, GLEANER AND
CATERPILLAR.

Farm Bureau members travel to
DC on OFB Presidents’ Trip

OH-70116690

By Amanda Rockhold
Submitted photo | Gallia County Jr. Fair Board

Flash flooding results in scenes like this one multiple times during the year at Gallia County’s
fairgrounds.

year rain we will have to
evacuate” the current fairgrounds because of public
safety issues.
The increase in building on the hillsides above
the fairgrounds has led to
more asphalt, more concrete, more metal roofs.
“We’ve also lost a lot of
our riparian buffer,” Mills
added, as trees have been
cut down to build a variety of structures. At some
point each season, the
water covers almost every
square inch of the main
fairgrounds.
The fair board does
have a specific location
for the new fairgrounds,
according to its secretary,
Tim Massie.
“It will be located just

WASHINGTON, D.C. — More than 100 Ohio Farm
Bureau members, many of them farmers, visited Capitol Hill to speak with their district representatives,
March 12-14, as part of the 73rd Ohio County Farm
Bureau Presidents’ Trip to Washington, D.C.
Every year Ohio Farm Bureau (OFB) takes Ohio
County Farm Bureau presidents and vice presidents,
along with a group of media, on a three-day trip to
advocate to legislature.
Lisa Peterson, Fayette County Farm Bureau president, met with Congressmen Steve Stivers and Troy
Balderson during the congressional visits on Capitol
Hill.
“Attending the OFB DC trip was the perfect
opportunity to share personal concerns with my congressmen,” said Peterson. “The trip was also a great
opportunity to network with other county presidents,
discussing issues they face and concluding that the
issues concerning those in Northern Ohio are just as
important as those in the southern part of the state.”
Peterson and her husband farm soybeans, corn and
wheat on a 2,700-acre farm in the western part of Fayette county near the Clinton and Greene county lines.
“It is important to put a farmer’s face and thoughts
directly in front of lawmakers and share some of the
real life issues we face on the farm. When 87 Ohio
Farm Bureau county presidents show up in DC people
take note,” she said.
One of the main issues she brought with her to DC

See RAIN | 7
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Gallia County Fair moving to higher ground
By Dorothy J. Countryman

ment of the surrounding
neighborhood has led to
frequent flash flooding
that threatens the health
GALLIPOLIS — For
and safety of the young
years, the Gallia County
people, their livestock and
Junior Fair has been at
all those who come to see
home in almost 250 acres them.
bordering Chicamauga
“The fairgrounds has
Creek on Jackson Pike,
been dodging a bullet, but
about three miles northit’s coming,” according
west of Gallipolis. The site to Nick Mills, adminiswas originally donated
trator of the Gallia Soil
by the Evans Family Gro- and Water Conservation
cery Store and has been
District. It is not unusual
in operation since 1952.
for rain to fall on the area
Many years the low-lying
“at a rate of one inch per
property would experihour. Last summer seven
ence drenching rains
inches fell in six days.
that left the area muddy
The carrying capacity is
enough that fairgoers were decreased. We don’t have
often stuck in the parking the ability to absorb the
lot or campgrounds. Now, velocity of that much fallhowever, an increase in
ing that fast,” he said,
rainfall and the developadding, “If we have a 100-
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Arbor Day is April 26: Go plant a tree
By Sara Creamer

a wrong way to plant a
tree. One of the most
important things to keep
in mind: Where is the
National Arbor Day
root flare? As children,
this year is April 26.
we have all drawn a tree
Arbor Day celebrates
with the trunk flaring at
the importance of trees. the base. This represents
Communities all over
the root flare where the
the world plant trees on trunk changes to the
the last Friday of April
area where the roots
every year.
attach. This flare should
The first Arbor Day
be right at or slightly
in the U.S. was on April
above the soil surface. If
10, 1872 in Nebraska.
you bury the roots too
Tree lovers planted one
deep, you deprive the
million trees that day.
One hundred years later, roots of oxygen and the
tree will not thrive. It
on April 10, 1972, The
may even die.
Arbor Day Foundation
The hole should be as
was founded. Its mission
wide
as you can stand to
is “We inspire people to
dig
(2-5
times as wide as
plant, nurture, and celroot
ball)
but should be
ebrate trees.”
no
deeper
than the existPrograms like Tree
ing
root
ball.
The root
City USA and Tree Camball
should
sit
on undispus USA provide cities,
turbed ground. This will
colleges and universities with core standards keep it from settling or
being buried too deeply.
that help them manage
You may have noticed
and expand their public
that
the root systems of
trees. There are more
container
grown trees
Tree City USA cities in
tend
to
circle
the conOhio than in any other
tainer.
This
can
cause
state in America. Their
girdling. Girdling occurs
newest program, The
Time for Trees, will cel- if something restricts
or cuts off the connecebrate the 150th Annition of the xylem (water
versary of Arbor Day.
transport) and the phloThe goal is for five milem (food transport) cirlion new tree lovers to
culation system between
plant 100 million trees
the upper and lower
by 2022.
parts of a tree. Loosen
There is a right and
Fayette County Master Gardener
Volunteer Coordinator

How an Easter
egg is made
Ohio a leader in egg farming
Story by Sarah Allen

“The fresher an
egg, the harder it
No Easter is complete
is to peel after it is
without coloring eggs —
though the journey from
boiled/dyed. The
the hens to the dye cups is ideal age for hard
far from a simple one. But,
boiling is between
in Ohio, farmers are at the
seven and 10 days
top of the game when it
old.”
comes to eggs.
Jim Chakeres, executive vice president of the
Ohio Poultry Association,
described the role Ohio
plays in egg production.
“Ohio is one of the largest egg farming states
in the nation, producing
more than 9 billion eggs
each year with a value
of nearly $480 million,”
he said. “Ohio egg farmers are proud to provide
Ohioans with high-quality, wholesome eggs and
achieve this by making egg
safety and hen care a top
priority on their farms.”

–Leah Knapke
Prairie Star Farms,
Darke County

The poultry association website further
explains how the egg has
become a staple in Ohio
agriculture. It states
that egg production is
responsible for the creation of 12,503 jobs and
results in $438 million in
annual earnings. And all
of that comes from the
33 million hens laying
See EASTER | 5

or score the roots so they
do not continue to circle
in the hole. On a balled
and burlapped tree, be
sure to remove strings,
burlap, and the wire cage
from the root ball.
Please, no volcano
mulching. Mulch should
be no more than two to
three inches deep and
should be one to three
inches from the trunk.
Deep mulch against the
trunk encourages rodents
to chew on the bark.
Enough chewing will
girdle the tree. It also
encourages weak secondary roots to form in the

mulch. I hope you will
join an Arbor Day celebration this year. Go to
www.arborday.org to find
a celebration near you. If
you cannot find one near
you, just plant a tree on
your own. I have included
an Arbor Day planting
guide in this article for
your use. If you cannot
plant a tree, maybe you
could just hug a tree!
If you have any questions, contact your local
OSU Extension specialist
or Sara Creamer at
740-335-1150 or
creamer.70@osu.edu.

Tax reform and tariffs:
are they helping?
By Christopher Gibbs

Guest columnist for Rural Life Today
Opinion editorial

Sometimes those teachable moments just fall right
into your lap. A week ago
I watched with pride while
my son and his young
family signed a purchase
contract on their first
piece of brand new farm
equipment. A shiny new
aluminum livestock trailer

ready for service in their
cattle business. Trying not
to hover, I milled around
the showroom and caught
a glimpse of the television
hanging on the wall. It was
the Saturday afternoon
when the president was
speaking at the Conservative Political Action Conference. Although the sound
was muted, the FOX chyron
at the bottom of the screen

boasted, “President Trump:
Billions of dollars are pouring into the treasury from
China.” Say what? He really
didn’t say or imply that did
he? He can’t really be making trade policy supported
by a fake alternate fact like
that can he? The raucous
crowd can’t be that gullible
can they? Oy vey! Say it
ain’t so!
See TAX | 8
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Lindsay and Eichelberger inducted into the
Fayette County Agricultural Hall of Fame
By Ken Ford

Fayette County Agriculture and
Natural Resources
OSU Extension Educator

WASHINGTON C.H.
— On March 12, Fayette
County celebrated the
induction of two gentlemen
into the Fayette County
Agricultural Hall of Fame.
The evening was filled
with conversations; a meal
prepared by the Willow
Restaurant; jokes from the
Master of Ceremonies, Ron
Weade; a tribute to “Master
Mallow” by Don Moore;
the induction of Tom Lindsey; and a tribute to Floyd
Eichelberger.
Each year the Agricultural Hall of Fame Committee
invites the Fayette County
Historical Society to display some artifacts from the
Fayette County Museum’s
collection. This year, Don
Moore discussed the pictures and memorabilia that
was on display about a very
famous horse from Fayette
County, Master Mallow.
Master Mallow was a race
horse that competed in
many races around the turn
of the twentieth century.
Don referred to a document
that was filled with information that John Leland had
compiled and researched
about the horse that helped
put Fayette County on the
map and kick started Fayette County’s notoriety for
raising race horses.
Barb Vance introduced
the first Hall of Fame
inductee for the evening,
Thomas L. Lindsey, and
his family. In attendance
for the presentation were
Tom and his wife, Connie;
their daughter Heather
(Lindsey) Hoffman; son,
Shawn; daughter in-law,
Aimee; grandsons, Seth,
Nicholas and Silas; and
granddaughter, Natalie.
Tom was born October
16, 1946 and was married

Submitted photos Tom Lindsey (left) was inducted into the Fayette County Agricultural
Left to right: Kurt Coil, John Leland and Ron Weade at the Agricultural Center in Washington Court Hall of Fame, March 12, at the Agricultural Center in Washington
House during the Fayette County Agricultural Hall of Fame inductions, March 12.
Court House. Beside him is Ron Weade (right), the event’s Master of
Ceremonies.

to Connie Sue (Porter) in
December of 1969. He was
a 1964 graduate of Miami
Trace High School, and
received a Bachelor of Science in 1968 and a Master
of Science in 1970, both in
agriculture, from The Ohio
State University.
After college, Tom spent
a couple of years as a 4-H
Agent at the Madison
County Extension Office
before returning to the family farm near Deer Creek.
Tom and his son Shawn
grain farm, bale hay and
maintain a productive beef
cattle herd. Tom has spent
countless hours around beef
cattle, not only on the family farm but as the superintendent of the Ohio State
Fair Beef Show, in the show
ring judging beef cattle and
in leadership positions for
many county and state beef
cattle organizations.
Tom is hopeful that the
Lindsey Farm can continue
into the next generation of
the Lindsey family. From
all of the many pictures,

awards and news articles
that were on display during
the banquet, the Lindsey
family is definitely interested and involved in the family farming operation. Tom
will be forever remembered
along with the other 55
Agricultural Hall of Fame
inductees with a wood picture plaque (handmade by
former Agriculture Agent,
Larry Lotz) in the trophy
case in the Agricultural
Center.
The final inductee for
the evening was Floyd
Eichelberger. John Leland
gave an interesting and
descriptive tribute to Floyd.
Leland, a former resident of
Fayette County, along with
his longtime friend Kurt
Coil, researched Floyd’s life
for the presentation. John
explained that Floyd was
born October 1, 1881 three
miles east of Jeffersonville.
He operated the farm all
of his life. He graduated
from Jeffersonville High
School and The Ohio State
University’College of

Brunner, Unger visit D.C.
Pike County Farm Bureau
President Steven Brunner
(left) and Jackson-Vinton Farm
Bureau Vice President Travis
Unger (right) visited Washington
D.C with other county Farm
Bureau Presidents and Ohio
Farm Bureau staff March 12-14.
While there they were able to
meet with elected officials to
discuss very important matters
to the farming communities
such as the farm bill, as well as
economy, trade, and many other
important items.

Agriculture.
Floyd was one of the
founding members of the
Ohio Seed Improvement
Association in 1908, helped
organize the Fayette County
Farm Bureau in 1919, and
was vice president of the
Fayette County Agricultural
Society in 1923 when it was
organized to revitalize the
Fayette County Fair. Floyd
was noted for his ability to
produce corn and hogs. In
1923, he qualified for The
Ohio State University’s College of Agriculture Hundred
Bushel Club for growing
101 bushels of corn per acre
on 10 acres and in 1925 his
10-acre field produced 122
bushels of corn per acre.
Floyd also raised Duroc
hogs and produced a litter
each year between 1924
and 1927 that weighed
more than a ton for a single
litter. That qualified for
The Ohio State University College of Agriculture
Ton-Litter Club. In 1925,
Floyd partnered with W.W.
Montgomery, Fayette

County’s Extension Agent,
to persuade dozens of local
farmers to enter their best
ears of corn in the National
Seed Corn Show held in
Chicago.
Floyd’s life was cut short
at the age of 46 in June
of 1927 due to complications of appendicitis. John
went on to explain how he
researched the information
for Floyd and how much
of a contribution to the
agricultural world Floyd
was during the early part of
the twentieth century. John,
along with Kurt, was able
to travel around northern
Fayette County on March
12 to see where Floyd’s
farm was once in operation,
and they were able to visit
his grave site as well. Both
Floyd’s Agricultural Hall of
Fame plaque and the silver
plated trophy he received
for achieving the 100 bushel
Corn Club status through
The Ohio State University
in 1924, 1925 and 1926 will
be in the trophy case at the

Agricultural Center.
The trophy case for
the Fayette County Agricultural Hall of Fame is
located at the Agricultural
Center, 1415 Clinton Ave.,
Washington Court House,
Ohio. The entire membership list of Fayette County
Agricultural Hall of Fame
inductees and applications
for the 2020 Fayette County
Agricultural Hall of Fame
are available online at www.
fayette.osu.edu. The application can either be completed online or a printed
application can be picked
up at The Ohio State University Extension Office,
located in suite 100 in the
Agricultural Center, Washington Court House. Any
questions about the Fayette
County Agricultural Hall
of Fame can be directed to
Ken Ford, Fayette County
ANR Educator, at 740-3351150.
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Solar farms could help honey bees
Company teams up with solar to enhance native habitats
By Tim Colliver

Ohio Power Siting Board
was held at Bright Elementary School at Sugartree
HILLSBORO — With
Ridge. Those attending
local discussions fresh
heard public comment on
in mind on the merits of
Open Road LLC’s proposed
building a pair of solar
Willowbrook solar farm, a
power generating farms in 100-megawatt installation.
southern Highland County,
Whatever the local sentia company in Pennsylvament concerning the solar
nia has a concept which
panel farms, Ernst said
combines the idea of clean, the large arrays provide
renewable solar power with a unique opportunity to
a plan to help with declinhelp foster the growth of
ing honey bee populations. bee colonies, which the
Robin Ernst is president USDA says perform about
of Ernst Pollinator Service 80 percent of pollination
of Meadville, Pa., and she
worldwide.
described her company’s
“The idea for this came
idea of aiding the honey
from the fact that we’re seebee population which,
ing declining populations of
according to the U.S.
insect pollinators like bees
Department of Agriculand butterflies,” she said.
ture (USDA), has been in
“When I’m out mowing
decline since the 1940s.
grass I get excited when
“What we are trying to
I see a monarch butterfly
do is bring in the native
since they could be the
pollinators, which are the
next thing placed on the
flowers and the native
endangered species list.”
grasses, to the sites,” she
The USDA said that a
said. “A lot of your natives single bee colony can polare what was here during
linate 300 million flowers
frontier days, and on our
each day, and that while
10,000-acre farm here on
grains are primarily polthe east coast we supply to linated by the wind, fruits,
a lot of projects that involve nuts and vegetables are polwetlands, streams, meadlinated solely by bees.
ows and now these solar
They are responsible for
panel farms.”
pollination of approximateSolar power generating
ly one-third of the United
farms have been the subject States’ crop species, which
of ongoing discussions
locally includes peaches,
since American Electric
apples, pears, cherries,
Power’s announcement last raspberries, blackberries,
fall of plans to build a pair
cranberries, watermelons,
of installations in southern cantaloupes, cucumbers
Highland County.
and strawberries.
A public hearing by the
“There is a great need
tcolliver@aimmediamidwest.com

to create habitats for our
pollinators that we’ve
lost over the years due to
development,” Ernst said,
“and those same pollinators help with agricultural
production in neighboring
farm land, and with these
panel farms occupying
thousands of acres, this is
a great avenue of keeping
them productive even when
they’ve been taken out of
direct crop production.”
The process is simple,
she said, in that her company works with its sister
firm, Ernst Seeds, and
grows what are called “ecotypes,” or plants grown
from seed that came from
harvested native plants in
the region in question.
At the engineering level,
they work with the developer to establish plant life
native to the area, which
she said establishes good
soil stabilization and tends
to lower operations and
maintenance costs at the
installation.
“We have found over the
20 years that we’ve been
doing stream and wetland
work that operating and
maintenance costs can be
cut dramatically,” she said.
“It reduces the amount
of mowing that has to be
done, and reduces the
use of herbicides and adding fertilizers to the soil,
because they’re not just
using basic grasses that
don’t have the root depth
that native plants have.”
As an illustration, she

Courtesy Photo

Combining native plants and wildflowers with photovoltaic technology could be a “win-win” for the
proposed Willowbrook and Hecate solar panel farm projects in southern Highland County, according to
Robin Ernst of Ernst Pollinator Service.

said typical turf grass has
roots that are only three to
six inches deep, but native
vegetation such as purple
prairie clover, buffalo grass
and pale purple coneflower
have root systems that
extend up to four feet
below the surface, which
helps prevent erosion and
prepares the land for eventual future use.
Ernst said that while
some people see only an
eyesore or a loss of productive farm land, her company appreciates the small
farmer trying to hold onto
third and fourth generation
land, and when they lease
the land to developers for
solar panel farms, families
have the ability to keep
the land in the family and
provide a habitat where pol-

linators can thrive.
Both the proposed Willowbrook and Hecate
installations have a 20-year
power purchase agreement
that at the end, depending on the progress of
photovoltaic technology,
the equipment could be
dismantled and the land
returned to its original use.
Ernst said if that happened,
it would be more ready for
farming.
“This will help to create
better soils since there is
more organic matter in the
ground,” she said. “So let’s
say that 20 years down the
road this land reverts back
to agriculture, and people
will find that the land has
been improved without the
use of chemicals and additives, but with actual native

plant vegetation.”
She said that although
her company hasn’t contacted Open Road Renewables or Hecate Highland
Energy, another company
they work with inquired as
to whether Ernst Pollinator Service would come to
Ohio to create the unique
solar farm habitats, which
she said they would.
Ernst said she was planning to attend the next
Ohio Power Siting Board
hearing that was scheduled
for Tuesday, March 19, so
that those for and against
the 300-megawatt Hecate
solar panel farm, planned
for construction north of
Mowrystown, can express
their opinions.
Reach Tim Colliver at 937-402-2571.

Germinate International Film Fest
Submitted article

curated sections of films
related to food production
and culinary expertise.
Come one, come all to
These curated films repthe Germinate Internaresent consumer’s desire
tional Film Fest, featuring
to want to learn more
a diverse range of films
about how their food was
highlighting agriculture
prepared and where it was
and rural communities. The grown. The Germinate
Highland County Office of International Film Fest
OSU Extension announces seeks to aggregate films
the inaugural festival to be
that represent rural commuheld on August 16 and 17,
nities and their associated
2019, in Hillsboro, OH.
industries in an accurate
Germinate means to grow
manner, including current
and the purpose of this film technologies, practice and
festival is to grow knowlprograms.
edge about agriculture,
The concept behind the
natural resources and rural Germinate International
communities.
Film Fest is to provide a
Historically, researchers
forum for open discussion
have found that rural comabout agricultural, envimunities and the agriculronmental and rural comtural industry have been
munity development topics
depicted in entertainment
important to the public.
media as outdated, having
While rural areas represent
unrealistic portrayals, and
97 percent of the United
as fodder for comedic mate- States’ land mass,only 19.3
rial in film and television
percent of the population
programming. However,
resides in a rural area. Less
online streaming platforms, than two percent of the
such as Netflix, Hulu and
nation’s population identiApple iTunes, have recently fies as farmers. This film
OSU Extension

festival will provide an
opportunity to showcase
the agricultural industry
from the perspective of
agricultural producers,
researchers and rural community members.
Rural communities face
many challenges. Germinate International Film
Fest seeks films that will
highlight the resiliency of
rural communities and the
individuals who are making
these communities thrive.
Does your community have
a fabulous community garden? An engaged non-profit
determined to increase
technology in schools? Any
programs that set your
community apart from others? If so, we want you to
tell their story and share it
via a film at the festival.
While there are thousands of film festivals in the
world, Germinate International Film Fest is different
because these films will be
selected based upon their
ability to tell a compelling
and logical story, as well as

providing factual information about the topic being
discussed. The festival will
fill a void in current festival
line-ups to highlight rural
communities and the natural environments and industries surrounding them.
Ten percent of the selected
films will be sourced from
local filmmakers from Ohio,
allowing for attendees of
the festival to be able to
connect with local producers and filmmakers from the
area surrounding Highland
County. Filmmakers of all
skill and expertise levels are
encouraged to apply. Additionally, there will be a still
photography division for
additional competition.
Film submissions will be
accepted for the following
categories:
-Short Documentary: 59
minutes or less
-Feature Documentary:
60 minutes or more
-Short Narrative: 59
minutes or less
-Feature Narrative: 60
minutes or more

-A short of any kind: 20
minutes or less
-Virtual Reality: 20
minutes or less
-Photography:
agriculture; nature or
the environment; and
rural communities
-Student Films: collegiate
and graduate studentproduced films
-Youth: any filmmaker
that is under 18
-Scholarly and/or
Extension
Submissions are encouraged for all styles and
methods of film production,
including but not limited
to: aerial cinematography,
stop-motion, animation
and live action. Applicants
are encouraged to use their
creativity and imagination
for the cinematic direction
of their submissions.
Do you have a film or
photograph that would be
a great addition to the festival? If so, apply through
https://filmfreeway.com/
GerminateInternationalFilmFest. The deadline to

apply is June 30, 2019.
Southern State Community College will host the
screenings of the festival at
their central campus in Hillsboro. Hillsboro is located
about an hour from Dayton,
Cincinnati and Columbus,
making the location for the
Germinate International
Film Fest an easy commute
from any of southern Ohio’s
metropolitan areas. In addition to the live screenings
of films, attendees will
be able to participate in a
series of hands-on workshops related to video production, photography, agriculture, natural resources,
astronomy and community
development topics. The
workshops will be held at
various locations throughout Highland County.
For more information
about the festival, contact
the Highland County Office
of OSU Extension at 937393-1918. Tickets will be
available for purchase in
July through the Highland
County Extension Office.
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Aggies’ Livestock Judging Contest attracts record 1,367 students
Submitted article

SPRINGFIELD —
Where else on March 6
in the United States were
more than 1,300 teenagers
gathered without a single
cell phone visible? Smart
money says nowhere but
at the Wilmington College
Aggies’ 61st annual Livestock Judging Contest.
The time-honored event
attracted a record 1,367
high school students from
Ohio, Indiana and Kentucky to hone their skills
at agronomy and judging swine, sheep, goats,
equine, beef and dairy
cattle.
Winning teams were:
Agronomy, Miami Trace
High School Future Farmers of America (FFA);
Dairy, Versailles FFA;
Equine, Butler Tech FFA;
and General Livestock,
Botkins FFA.
Billed as the largest competition of its kind east
of the Mississippi, Wilmington College’s (WC)
Livestock Judging Contest
represents real life application and a hands-on learning experience for both the
high school students and
WC’s agriculture students
that stage the event.
Harold Thirey, assistant
professor of agriculture
and Aggies adviser, qualified the more than 1,300
high school 4-H and

Photos by Randy Sarvis | Wilmington College

Students judging sheep during this year’s Wilmington College Aggies Livestock Judging Contest. More
than 1,300 high school students attended the event.

Future Farmers of America
members as constituting
at least a “modern-day
record” during his more
than 40 years as a faculty
member. The previous
high mark was 1,329 in
2016.
“The Aggies pulled
this off superbly,” he said,
noting the contest is a
student-produced event,
from booking the facility
and publicizing it with
high school students to
securing the livestock and
hosting an activity that
draws the interest of so
many persons wishing to
hone their judging skills in

advance of summer fairs
and other competitions.
“The agriculture faculty
is proud of our students,”
Thirey added, citing
Aggies President Calla
Henry for her leadership
role.
He noted that successfully attracting hundreds of
high school students to the
Wilmington College activity is a result of building
credibility over the years
and becoming recognized
for staging a high quality
event.
“Where else can you
find 1,000-plus students
having a good time all in

one place,” he said. “It’s
a great thing seeing them
doing something that is
constructive, educational
and fun.”
Thirey said the competition represents one of
the distinct components
of the college’s agriculture program, which was
established in 1948 and
has become WC’s largest
academic offering.
“Our college students
get to work with some
high quality animals and
interact with sponsors
(which might have some
job and internship networking opportunities),

Ohio Farm Bureau Foundation appoints new leaders

Students judging goats at the 2019 Wilmington College Aggies
Livestock Judging Contest.

but the greatest satisfaction for the Aggies is
simply putting on such a
successful event for high
school students,” Thirey
said.
Wilmington College’s
Bachelor of Science in
Agriculture degree program features concentrations in agricultural busi-

Easter
From Page 2

Courtesy Ohio Farm Bureau

Left to right: Ohio Farm Bureau Foundation Executive Director Chris Baker; Tara Durbin, senior vice president of financial services at
Farm Credit Mid-America; OFBF Senior Vice President Keith Stimpert; Cy Prettyman; Lane Osswald; Heather Thiltgen; OFBF General
Counsel Chad Endsley; Wayne Smith; Bobby Moser, retired dean of The Ohio State University’s CFAES; Jane Scott, president and CEO of
the Columbus Metropolitan Club; Annalies Corbin, president and CEO of the PAST Foundation; Rose Vargo-McFarland, attorney at Steely
Law Office; Doug Miller; Jennifer Roundtree, foundation program specialist; Dan Durheim, associate vice president of Nationwide Sponsor
Relations. Not pictured are board members Angela Cauley, CEO of Coalescence LLC, and Mike Townsley, president and CEO of Bob Evans
Farms Foods Inc.

Ohio Farm Bureau news release

brothers in Preble County and is
currently serving his third term as
COLUMBUS – Ohio Farm
an Ohio Farm Bureau trustee. They
Bureau Foundation recently added replace Lisa McClure, executive
two new board members and elect- director of the Paulding County
ed officers of the 15-member board, Area Foundation, and Katherine
which oversees the charitable, non- Harrison of Harrison Farm.
profit organization.
The board also elected three
New to the board are Doug
board officers. Heather Thiltgen,
Miller, vice president of statewide
senior vice president of strategic
services for Ohio Rural Electric
markets at Medical Mutual, was
Cooperatives, Inc., and Lane Ossnamed president; Wade Smith,
wald, who farms with his father and owner of Whitehouse Specialty

Crops was named vice president;
and Cy Prettyman, owner of Prettyman Farms, was named treasurer.
Founded in 1985, Ohio Farm
Bureau Foundation is a 501(c) (3)
charitable, nonprofit organization.
The foundation funds programming
in four priority areas: cultivating
an interest in agriculture, investing in tomorrow’s leaders, driving
economic growth and promoting
environmental stewardship and
conservation.

throughout the state.
And just one of the
many farms across the
state producing those
eggs is Prairie Star
Farms in Darke County.
Leah Knapke, with
the Prairie Star Farms,
described how the eggs
travel from the hens to
the stores.
“Once a chicken lays
an egg, it gets carried on
conveyor belts through
the egg process,”
Knapke said, adding that
chickens lay around five
to six eggs per week. “So
a little less than one per
day.”
Next, she said, “Eggs
are washed, graded for
size and quality, and
then separated by a
machine to be packed
into whatever the end
product will be. There
are on-site USDA inspectors who grade the eggs
to ensure safe, quality
and fresh eggs.”
IncredibleEgg.org
offers additional insight
into egg quality control.
Eggs go through a process called “candling,”
which means that they
are held up to a light
source and inspected.
Since the shells are
translucent, the eggs’

ness, agronomy, animal
science, equine business
management, agricultural
communications and agricultural education. This
fall, WC started a new concentration in food policy
and agriculture advocacy.
Also, the College offers
minors in equine studies
and sustainability.

interiors can be inspected
for quality without actually
breaking the shell.
Knapke explained that
after an egg is in its proper
packaging, it is “brought
to a large cooler that must
be maintained at a specific
temperature to keep the
eggs fresh.”
“From there, refrigerated
trucks pick up the eggs
and deliver them to their
final destination,” she said.
But this time of the year,
eggs take on a special,
magical quality — after
all, what else would the
Easter Bunny hide?
Knapke offered this
advice when it comes to
getting eggs ready for the
holiday. “The fresher an
egg, the harder it is to peel
after it is boiled/dyed,” she
said. “The ideal age for
hard boiling is between
seven and 10 days old.”
But making the perfect
eggs for Easter all starts
on the farm.
“Egg farming is much
more complex than most
people understand,”
Knapke said. “But in the
end, an egg is an egg.”
And those eggs, whether
for breakfast or for holiday
fun, have safely found their
place in the Buckeye State.
To learn more about egg
production, visit www.
ohiopoultry.org or www.
incredibleegg.org.
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LAW YOU CAN USE

Medical marijuana now available for use in Ohio
By Kevin E. Griffith &
Julia R. Baxter

or caregivers who are
properly registered with
the State of Ohio and who
Signed June 8, 2016 by
possess an Ohio-issued
former Governor John
patient or caregiver identiKasich, as of January 2019 fication card.
Ohio’s legalized mediOhio permits registered
cal marijuana law is now
patients to use medical
operational in Ohio. What marijuana via oils, tincdoes this mean for Ohio’s
tures or extracts, plant
employers, job applicants
material, edibles (food
and employees?
containing THC) and
First, there is no Ohio
patches. Vaporization of
law legalizing marijuana
medical marijuana also is
for recreational use. Rath- permitted but smoking
er, Ohio has only legalized and other combustion of
the medical use of marijua- medical marijuana are not
na for a specified number allowed. Any retailer who
of medical conditions. In
is dispensing medical maraddition, Ohio has estabijuana must have obtained
lished certain registration and paid for a license from
requirements for medical
the Ohio Board of Pharmarijuana patients and
macy.
caregivers. Finally, Ohio
Marijuana and federal law
allows registered patients
While Ohio and many
to use medical marijuana
other states have legalized
only in certain ways, and
the possession and use of
smoking a “joint” is not
marijuana for certain medone of them.
ical conditions, marijuana
What the law allows
Ohio’s medical marijuana law allows patients
suffering from one or
more of approximately
20 qualifying medical
conditions (including HIV/
AIDS, epilepsy, cancer,
PTSD, etc.) to use medical
marijuana. The law only
allows medical marijuana
to be dispensed to patients

itself remains a “Schedule
I” controlled substance
under the federal Controlled Substance Act. It
also remains illegal for
physicians to “prescribe”
marijuana. Thus, all Ohioans who use medical marijuana have no protection
against the consequences
for violating federal
criminal law, including

Grain • Stone
Liquid Fertilizer

Kevin Griffith, an office
managing shareholder with
Littler Mendelson P.C. where
Submitted photos he practices primarily in the
Julia R. Baxter, Director of areas of business competition
Human Resources for the City litigation and employment
of Hilliard.
litigation.

possible fines and imprisonment. But since the
Obama Administration,
our federal government
has purposely avoided
enforcement of these types
of “low level” violations as
it has watched the legalized marijuana movement
unfold at the state level.
Medical marijuana and the
workplace
Under Ohio’s medical
marijuana law, employers
need not accommodate a
job applicant’s or employee’s use, possession,
distribution, being under
the influence of or testing
positive for medical marijuana. Ohio employers
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6685 Gibler Road, Hillsboro, OH 45133

937-364-6351
937-364-1047 (FAX)

can discharge, discipline,
refuse to hire and take
any other adverse employment action against an
applicant or employee
because of the applicant’s
or employee’s use, possession, distribution, being
under the influence of or
testing positive for medical marijuana. Therefore,
for Ohio employers who
maintain a zero-tolerance
policy, medical marijuana
users will be faced with a
choice of not using medical marijuana or working
elsewhere.
On the other hand, as
Ohio employers begin to
see more applicants and
employees who are lawfully using medical marijuana, some employers may
decide, as a practical business matter, to make an
exception for specific offthe-job and off-premises
use of medical marijuana.
Ohio’s law gives employers that flexibility.
This means that Ohio
employers must decide

whether to make an exception for medical marijuana
use or not. Ohio employers who wish to maintain
a zero-tolerance policy
should consider reviewing
the company’s drug-free
workplace policy. The
policy should clearly state
that marijuana is an illegal
drug under federal law
and that the employer
prohibits its applicants
and employees from using
any form of marijuana
for any purpose, including for medical use, even
as allowed under Ohio
or any state’s law. The
policy should also prohibit
illegal drug possession,
use, distribution, being
under the influence or
testing positive regardless
of where or when the use
occurs, instead of simply
prohibiting illegal drug
possession, use, etc., “only
at work,” “during work
hours” or “on the premises.” Finally, the policy
should define illegal drugs
to include all drugs that
are illegal under “federal,
state or local law.”
Ohio employers who
decide to make an
exception for lawful and
specified use of medical
marijuana also need to
review and revise their
existing policy to include
the exception. But there
are various legal and
practical issues that will
still need to be weighed
and decided. Therefore, it
is recommended that the
employer engage an attorney with legal and drafting
experience in this developing area of the law.

About the authors
Julia R. Baxter has
served as Director of
Human Resources for the
City of Hilliard since 2017.
She previously worked as
an associate attorney for
Columbus firms Littler
Mendelson P.C. and Issac
Wiles Burkholder and Teetor, LLC (previously Issac,
Brandt, Ledman & Teetor,
LLP). Baxter earned her
Juris Doctor from The
Ohio State University
Moritz School of Law in
2010 and her Bachelor’s
Degree in criminal justice
from The University of
Toledo in 2007.
Kevin Griffith is an
office managing shareholder with Littler Mendelson
P.C. where he practices
primarily in the areas of
business competition litigation and employment
litigation. He has defended
hundreds of employment discrimination and
wrongful termination
cases, including several
seminal cases before the
Ohio Supreme Court, and
is a frequent lecturer on
employment and labor
law. Griffith received his
undergraduate degree
from the University of
Notre Dame and his law
degree from Notre Dame
Law School.
This “Law You Can Use” consumer
legal information column was
provided by the Ohio State Bar
Association (OSBA). Articles
appearing in this column are
intended to provide broad, general
information about the law. This
article is not intended to be legal
advice. Before applying this
information to a specific legal
problem, readers are urged to seek
advice from a licensed attorney.

ODA announces new Western Lake
Erie Basin Assistance Programs
Ohio Department of
Agriculture news release

REYNOLDSBURG
– Ohio Department of
Agriculture (ODA) Director Dorothy Pelanda
announced new assistance
programs for producers
in the Western Lake Erie
Basin funded by the passage of Ohio Senate Bill
299.
Signed in 2018, Ohio
Senate Bill 299 provided
$23.5 million for soil
and water conservation
districts (SWCD) located
in the Western Lake Erie
Basin (WLEB) for nutrient management programs. ODA has already
distributed $3.5 million to
24 SWCDs in Northwest
Ohio.
“Water quality is a top
priority of our administration,” said Governor Mike
DeWine. “Roughly three
million Ohioans rely on

Lake Erie for their drinking water. These programs
are a good step toward
promoting better water
quality, and more will
come.”
At the 2019 Ohio Federation of Soil and Water
Conservation Districts
Annual Meeting, Feb.
26, Director Pelanda
announced plans for the
remaining $20 million, to
be spread across three new
assistance programs:
The Ohio Working
Lands Program will
encourage producers to
establish year-round vegetative cover on eligible
crop land. The program
will promote the conversion, establishment and
maintenance of forage/hay
land on certain cropland
acres. Also, there will be
a new incentive payment
to encourage producers to
re-enroll acreage through
the Lake Erie Conserva-

tion Reserve Enhancement
Program. This will help
reach the 67,000 acre goal
and increase conservation
efforts.
The Voluntary Nutrient
Management Plan Development Program will be a
partnership with the Ohio
Agribusiness Association,
in which producers are
reimbursed for soil testing
and nutrient management
plans. This would help to
ensure the 4R principles
are put into place. The 4R
concept incorporates the:
Right fertilizer source
at the Right rate, at the
Right time and in the
Right place.
The Cost Share and
Equipment Buy Down Program will provide producers with funds to purchase
technological improvements to agricultural land,
equipment and structures
See ODA | 8
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Woodland Stewards discuss Chestnut, Ash deforestation
By Dorothy J. Countryman

remains grim in the short
term, there is hope for the
future through breeding proMANSFIELD — U.S. Forest grams aimed at blight and pest
Service researchers Cornelia
resistance. Pinchot and Knight
C. (Leila) Pinchot and Kathare both research ecologists at
leen Knight discussed the
the Delaware office of the forstatus of American Elm and
est service, and are involved in
Chestnut trees at the openseveral projects at this time.
ing session of the 2019 Ohio
Pinchot discussed the impact
Woodland Stewards Conferof the American Chestnut tree
ence, March 6, at the Mid-Ohio on the country’s northern forConference Center. Reportests.
ing on their recent research,
“It was very important to
both women suggested that
many wildlife species,” Pinchot
although the plight of the trees noted. When the chestnuts
dcountryman@aimmediamidwest.com

Rain

animals ready to show,
said Erin Pope, a Gallia
Academy sophomore and
From Page 1
member of both 4-H and
FFA. “That teaches them
behind the current fairresponsibility.”
grounds on land that does
Her classmate, Triangle
not lie in the flood plain
4-H member Maddy Petro
or flood way. We have
said, “Other people think,
already begun the process oh, they just show aniwith the construction of
mals, but it really does
a 105’ by 100’ open air
teach responsibility and I
pavilion and a 75’ by 100’ will never regret my deciopen air pavilion. We hope sion to be in 4-H.”
to join them together in
FFA member Clay
the near future to provide Montgomery added, the
a 100’ by 210’ ” area for
fair “is a good way, espeevents.”
cially for young kids, to
These facilities were
make some money. They
made possible through
can’t go out and get a job
the use of the insurance
yet,” but through their
money from the loss of the livestock sales “they can
fair’s commercial building make money for college or
in a fire, a grant from the
to get a car.”
Ohio Department of AgriHowever, they are adaculture Capital Improvemant that the situation at
ment Funds, and a grant
the fairgrounds currently
through the Southern
is not good.
Ohio Agriculture CommuHow does it affect them?
nity Development Fund.
“Oh, my gosh,” Erin
The local Thomas Do It
gasped.
She shows cattle
Center funded a new barn
and her 2018 crossbred
to house horses, other
livestock, or other events heifer was white. “The
water was up in the aisleand activities throughout
way,” between the barn
the year.
and the show ring. Even
The young people who
show at the Gallia fair are when it went down, she
generous in their praise of was surrounded by mud
and puddles. “This was
the agriculture programs
in which they participate. probably the worst ever.
We got up at 6 a.m. to
“Kids in the fair work
start getting ready, and
all summer” to get their

fell to the blight (disease),
the populations of white foot
mouse, chipmunks, squirrels,
and whitetail deer decreased
significantly. In some areas the
decline in the deer population
was as much as 30 percent.
Her studies show that even 50
years after the blight, there
are surviving dead stems that
attest to the durability of
chestnut.
Pinchot also noted that
blue jays prefer chestnuts
over black oak. The chestnut
leaves decompose in about five

we had to walk her all the
way around the barn” to
figure out how to “keep
her clean. We had sawdust up into the barn,”
she added, saying it was
“impossible.” This situation, she believes, affects
“the outcomes in the show
ring.” In addition, “it’s
dangerous for the animals
and for us.”
Maddy said the fair “has
been such a big influence
in my life. For us it leads
up to one day” that is “so
important. I put my whole
summer into showing my
pigs,” and “I think [the
current condition of the
grounds] has a really bad
influence…because people
don’t want to waste their
time if they’re just going
to get stuck. It’s kind of
embarrassing…that we
don’t have a stable place
to put the animals. We
don’t know if it’s going to
rain. You have to prepare
for that but you just can’t.”
Maddy also observed that
people in wheelchairs have
a very hard time. “They
want to see their grandchildren” but it’s dangerous to try to do so.
Clay said he used to
show cattle but now he’s
primarily working with
crossbred market lambs.
“Last year the water was

months and this makes more
nutrients available to forest
floors and waterways where
they are located. Species such
as red oak do not decompose
as quickly. Losing the chestnuts completely changes the
ecosystem in which they lived.
Currently, researchers are
working to identify appropriate sites for new plantings
of American Chestnut. The
Ohio Chapter of the American
Chestnut Foundation planted
two chestnut trees at the Rutherford B. Hayes Presidential

backing up against the
sheep barn. It’s just really
hard to keep them dry.
My stalls stayed dry, but I
would have hated to be in
those stalls on the edge.
Lots of people said last
year would be” the last
time they came because
of the conditions. After
they discussed the ways
the 4-H clubs and FFA are
working on cleaning up
the fairgrounds by painting and repairing where
they can to make it look
better, Clay thoughtfully
added, “I don’t think we
talk enough” to the grownups “about what could
happen here. We haven’t
publicized the economic
opportunity for Gallia. If
we got [the fairgrounds]
moved we could do so
many things. Nobody high
profile wants to come play
on an old stage,” he concluded.
Massie added, “It’s hard
to book anyone” to perform here.
Erin, who noted that
she shows in the Best of
the Buckeye series, said,
“We used to have that
show here, but it’s so
[bad] that we don’t have
the facilities” that other
fairgrounds have, and so it
isn’t held in this area any
longer.

Library and Museums at Spiegel Grove in Fremont several
years ago and continues to
monitor those trees. According
to John Bell, Superintendent
of Buildings and Grounds at
the site, both trees “are still
doing well. We had a little dieback in one but it seems to
have recovered and is growing
well.”
Knight noted that attempts
to breed an American ash tree
that is resistent to Emerald
Ash Borer (EAB) are still in

A solution?
The solution to the
problem boils down to
a lack of funding. While
there is no target date for
the total relocation of the
fairgrounds to this new
site due to infrastructure
items that must be completed in order for this to
happen, Massie said, “We
do, however, hope to start
having non-fair activities
at the new site later this
year or in 2020. We have
tried to take advantage of
opportunities with little or
no cost to the board. For
example, The Ohio Operating Engineers Apprenticeship Training Program
(OOEATP) utilized our
site as a training site in
2005 and 2006. During
this same time the Buckeye Hills Heavy Equipment Student and Adult
Programs” also trained at
the fairgrounds.
They prepped the site
for the new buildings. The
OOEATP came back again
last fall and continued to
do more site prep; however, because of the rainy
weather, they were not
able to complete all the
intended tasks. They plan
on returning again this
fall to continue with their
training and completion of
the tasks.

See WOODLAND | 9

The fair board continues to review the plan
and make minor changes
as the project proceeds.
Some of the current structures on the grounds are
nearly sixty years old.
“The additional space,
layout and safety from
flooding along with other
improvements will allow
the fair and other potential event holders the flexibility to host” the county
junior fair as well as
numerous types of other
events. “The examples of
possibilities are practically
limitless,” Massie noted.
Upcoming fund-raising
events involving 4-H and
FFA members as well as
other individuals in the
community will include
raffling a homemade
quilt ($1.00 per ticket),
a home items auction in
April, “Redneck Day” on
June 29, a car show on
Sept. 28, the Fall Fest and
Haunted trail in October,
and a pie and cooking contest. Several other events
are being planned.
This year is the 70th
anniversary of the Gallia
County Junior Fair. Fair
dates are July 29 through
Aug. 3. For up-to-date
details on activities, visit
the fair’s Facebook page:
galliacountyjuniorfair.
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Fayette

Breakfast with the senators
The attendees had
breakfast U.S. Sen. Sherrod
Brown (D-OH) on Wed.,
March 13 and U.S. Sen.
Rob Portman (R-OH) on
Thurs., March 14. Both
senators talked about their
agricultural concerns, some
including broadband, trade
and the division of the U.S.
“[This is] a troubling
time in our country right
now,” said Brown. “Jobs
have moved overseas, while
the opioid epidemic has
moved in. Farm bankruptcies are up. Prices are low
while input costs are high.
It’s almost impossible to
make a living without offfarm income.”

Portman agreed and
said, “Prices aren’t good,
weather is tough and things
are tough in the farm
economy.”
“Rural communities are
often ignored by state and
federal government,” said
Brown, emphasizing that
Ohio should be recognized
as an “Ag state.”
Brown told the group
about a recent trip he took
to Iowa. “We went to a lot
of smaller places, we didn’t
spend a lot of time in Des
Moines. I heard a lot of the
same concerns in Iowa that
I hear from Ohio farmers.
But maybe the biggest takeaway I heard was that just
like in Ohio, these small
towns feel overlooked and
ignored,” said Brown.
Portman said that his
biggest concern is trade,
adding that he has learned a

lot about agriculture while
working on trade issues.
“Trade and agriculture are
so close,” said Portman.
“We know that more
needs to be done to
increase access to broadband in rural Ohio, so we
included a 14-fold increase
in funding,” said Brown,
referring to the Farm Bill.
“It’s only with this level
of federal investment that
we can ensure that small
businesses, farm families,
and students have access
to high speed internet.
None of this would have
been possible without your
input.”
“This country is divided
now,” said Brown, telling
the group that they need to
“keep the pressure on us…
Tweets and name calling
distract us.”

Climate change and taxes
Although Portman and
Brown work on several
Ohio agricultural issues
together, they have some
different viewpoints on
issues, such as taxes and
climate change.
Portman said that he
talked to some small businesses benefiting from a
little bit of a tax break from
the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act
passed at the end of 2017.
However, Brown said that
“the tax cut went to no
one in this room but to the
one percent,” said Brown,
speaking to the group during his breakfast.
During a media interview
before his breakfast, Brown
told reporters that anyone
who continues to deny
climate change should be
“embarrassed.”
“I just don’t think there

are two sides to the issue
of climate change,” Brown
said. “The facts are facts,
and climate change is real…
And it’s not really a political
thing. It’s a fact thing.”
In contrast, Portman said
during his breakfast that
“the science is uncertain
on climate change, let’s be
honest,” said Portman. “Do
we have a role to play, yes,
I think we do, but you can’t
say that it’s just people.”
Although Brown did not
advocate the New Green
Deal, Portman said that it
is “outlandish” and “just
doesn’t make sense.”
Portman added, “[There
are] absolutely things we
can do to reduce emissions,” but “we should do it
in a way that’s pro growth,
pro jobs, pro farmer. It
doesn’t have to be either/
or.”

national security concern
under the Trade Expansion Act. In the full year
From Page 2
hence, I’ve railed against
this populist protectionist
In a moment that I could
trade policy and its devasonly describe as “you
tating effect on American
can’t make this stuff up,”
agriculture from both the
I headed back to the sales
tariffs imposed, and the
manager’s table where my
retaliation which followed.
son was literally signing
When farmers buy, they
his name to that $17,000
buy equipment made of
contract. “So,” I said, “how aluminum and steel. We
much did the Trump aluhave skin in the game.
minum tariffs just cost my
Through the period, I’ve
son?” Without hesitation
tested folks’ knowledge
and without even looking
on how the Trump tariff
up he curtly informed, “10
mathematics work and how
percent.” I responded to
they cost U.S. agriculture
the salesman for the benefit and U.S. consumers “big
of my son. “So, before the
league.” Eight in 10 believe
Trump tariffs, this same
that China, the European
trailer would have cost him Union, Mexico, and Canabout $15,500?” The one
ada are paying the Trump
word explanation was short tariffs as their country’s
and to the point. “Yup.”
goods enter the U.S. The
One year ago this month president knows this is an
the president levied puniuntruth, but the perennial
tive tariffs on foreign steel
narrative of ‘everyone is
and aluminum claiming a
treating us unfairly’ (insert

whine here) works better
if farmers and the rest of
the American public are
led to believe that importing countries are pouring
their Yuan, Euro, Peso and
Canadian dollars into the
U.S. treasury in the form of
tariffs.
Please don’t get the
wrong impression thinking
this is an “oh, woe is me”
story about mine and my
son’s checkbook. Better, let
me focus your attention on
your own personal finances
to explain how the president has replenished your
wallet with his left hand
while taking from your
pocketbook with his right.
An insidious multi-billion
dollar bait and switch.
First, the left hand
giveth. In 2017, the
president signed the Tax
Cuts and Jobs Act, which
provided tax relief for businesses and individuals.
Those cuts became effec-

tive in 2018 and put more
money in U.S. consumer’s
wallets by starving the
U.S. treasury. Predictably,
U.S. consumer balance
sheets went up while the
U.S. treasury balance sheet
went down. While we were
all celebrating with Good
Time Charlie, in March of
2018 the president and his
trade advisors saw this as
an opportunity to drive a
giant Mac tariff truck right
through our own personal
finances.
Thence the right hand
taketh. Goods being
imported to the United
States from foreign countries are purchased from
overseas companies by
a U.S. manufacturer,
retailer, or wholesaler. That
importer most likely has a
U.S. factory and certainly
employs U.S. labor, pays
U.S. utilities, pays U.S.
taxes, and most importantly is a U.S. citizen. It’s

an American company.
Maybe that importer paints
an American flag on the
import. Maybe they weld
something to it and change
its substance, or maybe
they simply wholesale it
to Walmart for a direct ‘no
value added’ retail sale.
Regardless of the variables
in the supply chain, one
cold hard fact is constant.
American companies pay
all of the Trump import tariffs. And those import tax
dollars go directly to the
U.S. treasury. The importer
then passes the import tariff tax on to the American
consumer as an increase
in the costs of goods sold.
In the aluminum livestock
trailer business, it’s apparently a direct ten percent.
Some industries a little
more, others a little less.
When you shop on-line at
Amazon, visit Walmart, or
buy a car part at your local
auto supply store you pay

the increased cost of the
Trump tariffs. No alternative fact or fake news here,
just pure bait and switch
economics.
Tax reform resulted in
your wallet getting fatter
while the U.S. treasury
went on a diet. That
allowed room in the U.S.
economy for the Trump tariffs to give the U.S. treasury
a bulking up by taxing U.S.
importers while at the same
time consumer wallets were
thinned down by increased
costs for everyday purchases. Personal balance sheets
are back to where they
started and the American
consumer is no better off.
But by golly, we’re all supposed to be happy about it!
Class dismissed.

ODA

conservation.”
“Ohio’s farmers are committed to doing their part
to keep nutrients on our
fields and out of our water
and these programs will
help us do that,” said Kris
Swartz, Past President of
the Ohio Federation of Soil

and Water Conservation
Districts and Northwest
Ohio farmer. “I’m confident interest for these programs will be strong and
I know our soil and water
districts are ready to put
them into practice.”
“Our members under-

stand how important our
role is helping farmers
practice proper nutrient
stewardship and the 4R’s,”
said Chris Henney, President and CEO of the Ohio
Agribusiness Association.
“We’re excited to be part
of these programs and

stand ready to help Northwest Ohio farmers.”
Producers located in the
Western Lake Erie Basin
are encouraged to contact
their local soil and water
conservation district office
to learn more and sign up
for these new programs.

From Page 1

was over-regulation, which
she said is one of the “greatest threats to the next generation.” She added her son
plans to continue the family
farm when he returns from
college.
“Like all of those involved
in Ohio agriculture - regulatory reform, rural broadband, Waters of the United
States (now the Clean
Water Rule) and trade are
all issues of great importance,” said Peterson.
Obtaining more access
to broadband technologies
and higher speed internet
for rural areas is one of
OFB’s top priorities for
Ohio. Along with that, OFB
advocates for the nation’s

infrastructure, such as
roads, bridges, locks and
dams, ports and waterway
systems.

Tax
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to reduce nutrient loss.
“This $20 million suite
of practices will go a long
way toward our clean
water initiatives and

helping us set the tone
for water quality efforts
statewide,” said Pelanda.
“Our agency looks forward
to working with producers
to implement meaningful
programs that make progress toward our common
goals of soil and water
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ENERAL STORE
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Christopher Gibbs is a regular
columnist for the Sidney Daily News.
He and his family own and operate
600 acres in Shelby, Logan and
Auglaize Counties. They raise corn,
soybeans, hay and cattle.

4-1/2 mi. S. of
Bainbridge
offof
U.S. 50
4-1/2 mi. S.
on
41
S.
Bainbridge off U.S. 50
(Watch
forS.signs)
on 41
(Watch
forDaily
signs)
HOURS:
8-6
HOURS:
Daily 8-6
Sat. 8-5; Closed
Sun.
Sat. 8-5; Closed Sun.

Fri. May 3rd
Fri. May 3rd
17th
Anniversary
Sale
17th Anniversary Sale & &Sat.
Hearing Aid Sales • Repair & Cleaning Services
Sat.
May 4th
4th
SAVE
May
German
Free Hearing Screenings • Batteries & Supplies TurkeyTurkey
Breast German
Breast
SAVE
Bologna
Bologna
$2.89 $2.89
Lb.

• FreshProduce
Produce
$1.69
• Fresh
Lb. Lb.
$1.69
Forest
Black Black
Forest
• Meat
& &Cheese
• Meat
Cheese
Cheese
Colby
Cheese • Discount
Lb.
Ham Ham
$2.59$2.59
• DiscountGroceries
Groceries
Lb.Colby
• Souvenirs
• Crafts
$2.19
• Souvenirs
• Crafts••Gifts
Gifts
Lb. Lb.
$2.19
•
Vitamins
Swiss Swiss
Cheese
• Vitamins&&Herbs
Herbs
Cheese
Cheddar
Cheese
Cheddar
Cheese • Candles
Lb.
$2.89 $2.89
• Candles• •Books
Books
Lb.
Lb.
$2.49
• Toys • Seasonal Items
$2.49 Lb.
• Toys • Seasonal Items

Diane Garneau, BC-HIS

BULK FOOD IS OUR
BULK FOODSO
IS ARE
OUR
SPECIALTY,
Prices
Good
3rd Only
& 4th
Prices
Good
on May
Sale Days
SPECIALTY,
SO
ARE
GREAT PRICES!
Special Prices Good on Sale Days Only
GREAT PRICES!

Prices Good May 3rd & 4th

Think Country, Think Quality

Special

OH-70115800

2387034

937-393-4558

2387034

(Across from Armory)

30 Day Money Back Guarantee
Now accepting
all Major Credit Cards!

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Lb.

OH-70115821

215 N. High St.
Hillsboro, OH 45133

FREE
JRSMUG
MUG
FREE
JRS
W/
$10.00
purchase
W/ $10.00 purchase

Rural Life Today – South Ohio – April 2019

Arehart named Ag Woman of the Year
Central Ohio FBs celebrate women in Ag
By Amanda Rockhold

arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com

LEWIS CENTER —
From sales and marketing
to fundraising and the
skincare industry, Bernadette Arehart has always
found a way to tie what
she does back to agriculture and people.
Arehart was honored
as the 2018 Ag Woman of
the Year at the 2019 Central Ohio Farm Bureaus
Women in Agriculture
Brunch, March 2, at the
Nationwide Hotel and
Conference Center in Delaware County. According
to the Central Ohio Farm
Bureaus, Arehart received
this award “for having
consistently demonstrated
leadership, passion and
dedication for the betterment of Ohio agriculture,
FFA and Farm Bureau.”
In her speech at the
brunch, she began by
describing her family.
Her father was a veteran
of World War II, serving in the Navy. “[My
father] experienced war
first-hand,” said Arehart,
adding that he had an
incredible work ethic. “My
mother would always have
an extra plate at the table
for anyone who stopped
by to visit,” said Arehart.
Her brother always told
her that, “It was best to
look for the good,” in situations and people.
Arehart grew up in
western Ohio on a small
dairy farm in Yorkshire,
and now lives in Grove
City with her husband.
She has two adult children and a teenage stepdaughter.
“Over the years, I have
been able to couple my
experience with my love
of agriculture and move
it across different channels,” Arehart told the
guests. While considering what she would talk
about during the brunch,
her college friend who

Photos by Amanda Rockhold | Rural Life Today

Ohio Representative, House District 19, Mary Lightbody (left) received the Ohio Farm Bureau’s AGGPAC
(Agriculture for Good Government Political Action Committee) “Friend of Agriculture” award at the 2019
Central Ohio Farm Bureaus Women in Agriculture Brunch, March 2. Devin Trout (middle), Ohio Farm
Bureau Media and Marketing Associate, and Katherine Harrison (left), Ohio Farm Bureau state trustee
for District 11, presented Lightbody with the award.

“Today, I leave you
with this, find what
you are passionate
about, nurture it with
lots of love, people
and kindness, and
bloom where you are
planted.”

- Bernadette Arehart

attended the brunch told
her, “You bloom where
you are planted.” Arehart
then added that it, “starts
with people you surround
yourself with.”
Arehart is a member of
the Ohio Ag Council and
provides the voiceovers
for the Ohio Ag Hall of
Fame recipient videos. She
volunteers and assists FFA
chapters and the Ohio
FFA Association, and has
received the local, state
and American Honorary
FFA Degree. She is also a
Farm Bureau member, and
while serving as a trustee
in Delaware County, she
was recognized for her

Keynote speaker

Bernadette Arehart (left) receiving the 2018 Ag Woman of the Year at
The brunch’s keynote
the 2019 Central Ohio Farm Bureaus Women in Agriculture Brunch,
speaker,
Casey Converse
March 2, at the Nationwide Hotel and Conference Center in Delaware
County. Katherine Harrison (left), Ohio Farm Bureau state trustee of Union County ,shared
for District 11, presented her with the award.
her story within the

contribution as a co-chair
of the Benefit in the Barn
Fundraiser, which won
national recognition in
2017 by the American
Farm Bureau.
Although Arehart has
made an impact with the
agricultural community, in
2017 she “chased a dream”
and went back to school
to become a licensed

esthetician in the skincare
industry. Now Arehart
works in a salon and spa
in downtown Columbus,
where she “advocates agriculture to a new group of
people.”
“Some may say I’m
in a role now that is far
removed from agriculture,
but every day I have the
opportunity to advocate to

Pickett Run Farm
NOW OPEN... WELCOME!
All Red, All Blue, Chieftain, Red Norland, Irish Cobbler,
Katahdin, Kennebec, Red LaSoda, Red Pontiac,
Russet, Superior, and Yukon Gold

• Onion Sets • Lots of new seed choices

14415 Cynthiana Rd. • Hillsboro, Ohio
Open 8am-6pm Mon.-Fri. • 8am-4pm Sat

progress. She said a
new study is underway
in Columbus, using
American elm trees to
determine the correlation between various
bird species and the
ash tree population.
She noted that now the
goal is to manage those
remaining trees, but
added that in all likelihood, those healthy
trees will “eventually
become infected and
die.”
Knight responded to
an audience member’s
question about when
new strains of ash will
be available for reforestation projects, saying
that the hope is “there
should be a few white
or green ash in the next
five years.” However, to
reforest and maintain
the population of either
ash or chestnut will
require a variety of genotypes. She said that
while EAB does not
affect Mountain Ash,
that is not a true strain
of ash tree. Ohio’s
ash varieties are blue,
green, white, pumpkin
and black.
Other topics covered
during the day-long
conference focused on
managing woodlands
for tree galls, using
drones in land management, seedings with
native plant materials,
harmful alga blooms
in ponds, managing
geese, bird conservation, the importance
of Ohio’s bumble bees,
and public education
about bugs. There were
also sessions on certifications and training
programs for woodland,
water and wildlife professionals.
The Ohio Woodland
Stewards Program is a
project of the School of
Environment and Natural Resources of The
Ohio State University.
For more information
go to facebook.com/
OhWoodlandStewards.

Stoves • Wood-Gas-Coal • Chimneys • Stove Pipe • Chimney
Brushes and Rods • Hearth Boards • EcoFans Head Lamps
• and more!

• Seed Potato varieties available:

ARTIN’S
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agricultural industry.
Converse recently
finished a three-year
term on the Ohio Farm
Bureau Young Agricultural Professionals State
Committee, where she
and her husband served
as co-chairs. When they
were first elected to
serve on the committee,
Converse admitted that

Woodland

$$$AVE MONEY!!!

Greenhouse & Nursery

OH-70115836

a whole new audience.
And I truly get to help
people feel confident
and positive, and I love
that. If you believe in
something, you find a
way to make it sing,”
said Arehart.
She explained that
when she was a child on
the farm, her brother
would always find her
with the show animals,
braiding and cutting the
animal’s hair. She said
she always liked “making things look pretty.”
While in high school,
Arehart was a leader in
her church youth group,
4-H and FFA, holding
several local, state and
national positions. Later,
while in college at The
Ohio State University,
she was a farm editor for
the Agri-Broadcasting
Network and began a
journey of networking
and working with agricultural leaders.
Although she now
works in the skincare
industry, Arehart told
the guests that her
“roots in agriculture
run deep, just like many
of you here today. Our
careers and personal
lives take us in many
directions—my story is
proof of that. Today, I
leave you with this, find
what you are passionate
about, nurture it with
lots of love, people and
kindness, and bloom
where you are planted.”

Hearth & Home
382 ST. RT. 41, Hillsboro, OH 45133
8 miles south of Bainbridge
6.2 miles north of Sinking Springs

9
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Farmers need to gear up for more rain
OSU Extension news
release

temperatures have led to
a greater amount of water
vapor in the atmosphere
COLUMBUS — Weath- and increased rainfall.
er extremes like those
Intense rain events are
during 2018, much more more common now. On
rain, and heavier downAug. 4, nearly 2½ inches
pours are likely to become of rain fell in one hour
the norm rather than
near Cincinnati, and
the exception in Ohio,
from Sept. 8–9, nearly
according to a climate
7½ inches of rain fell in
expert with The Ohio
Brookville, just east of
State University.
Dayton.
As a result, the state’s
“The question is, what
farmers will have to deal
do we do with it? How do
with more and more
we steward that water?”
water pouring onto and
Wilson asked.
running off their fields,
Wilson spoke of recent
and that could threaten
weather trends during the
the quality of water
Conservation Tillage and
downstream, said Aaron
Technology Conference
Wilson, climate specialfrom March 5–6 in Ada.
ist with the College of
The annual conference
Food, Agricultural, and
drew 824 people and
Environmental Sciences
offered a series of speak(CFAES).
ers on topics including
Last year was the third soil health, nutrient manwettest year ever in Ohio. agement, and cover crops.
Temperatures have been
The conference is one
getting warmer across the many educational offerMidwest, with the coldest ings that CFAES provides
temperature in the year
to Ohio farmers, whose
now up 3 degrees from
contributions are being
celebrated this week as
what it was in the first
part of Ohio Agriculture
half of the 20th century,
Week.
Wilson said. Warmer

Increased rainfall in
Ohio is contributing to
the load of nutrients, such
as phosphorous and nitrogen, entering Lake Erie
and other bodies of water,
Wilson said. In 2017,
Lake Erie recorded its
third largest harmful algal
bloom ever reported.
Phosphorus runoff is a
main driver of the lake’s
blooms.
Farmers might want to
look into other measures
– such as a second ditch,
cover crops, an underground drainage system,
and other conservation
practices – for handling
the additional water, he
said.
“I don’t think we should
ever look at a single solution to a problem,” Wilson said.
The increase in the
amount of annual rainfall
in Ohio ranges from 5–15
percent, he said.
Saturated fields keep
farmers out of them.
Work days have been lost
due to rain, with an average of five days lost in
April and an additional

Courtesy photo

five in October, both
important months for
farmers for planting and
harvesting, Wilson said.
Besides the additional
rain and a warmer winter,
on average, summer days
tend to not be as hot,
but summer nights cool

down less than they used
to, Wilson said. Daytime
temperatures across the
Midwest, on average, are
a little over 2 degrees
cooler now compared to
those in the first half of
the 20th century.
These weather trends

are leading to additional
stress on livestock, more
insects surviving through
the winter, and more
weeds, Wilson said.
“The changing climate
we’re seeing makes the
job of a farmer more difficult,” he said.

2019 Beef Expo Sales average $3,435
By Dorothy J. Countryman

$19,700 to Blake Walker
of Pikesville, TN. SJPF
Miss Anna 4F, a MaineAnjou heifer from PetCOLUMBUS — Top
tigrew Farms, Columbus
money at the 2019 Ohio
City, IN, went for $14,000
Beef Expo went to ML
to Lucey Show Cattle,
Shootist, a Maine-Anjou
Cameron, WV.
bull consigned by Martin
Ron Kreis served as
Livestock, Bargersville,
auctioneer for the Angus
IN. He sold for $50,000 to
portion of the event, sellThe Shootist Group. The
ing 48 live lots for a total
multi-breed sale was congross of $187,000. He also
ducted during the annual
Ohio Beef Expo event held sold the 105 Simmentals
for a gross of $382,920.
at the Ohio Exposition
Dale Stith was auctioneer
Center, March 16.
for the Hereford breedMaplecrest Blackbird
ers, selling 55 live lots
B8130, an Angus open
and grossing $138,000.
heifer consigned by
Kevin Wendt sold the
Maplecrest Farms of
92.5 Maine-Anjou cattle
Hillsboro, strode out of
for a gross of $381,575,
the ring with the largest
and 25 Shorthorns, grosspay check for a female at
ing $83,145. Twenty Red
the Expo. The daughter
of PVF Surveillance 4129 Angus went under the
gavel of Ryan LePage and
and SCC Royal Blackbird
grossed $55,750.
243 collected $21,000
More than 30,000
from George Duvall &
visitors attended the Expo
Sons of Barnesville.
Other top sellers during from March 14-17. Nine
breed shows were part
the event included Simof the festivities, with
mental heifer TJSC Cinderella 178F, consigned by awards going to bulls,
heifers, cows and prospect
Jones Show Cattle, Harrod, OH, which sold for
steers. More than 650
dcountryman@aimmediamidwest.
com

young people participated
in the Youth Judging Contest, sponsored by the
Gallia County Cattlemen’s
Association. Samantha VanVorhis of Wood
County was the winner
in the junior division and
Caroline Bensman of Warren County was the top
senior division judge. The
Junior Show, sponsored
by the Ohio Cattleman’s
Association, featured more
than 800 steers and heifers. Cattle Visions LLC,
Engelhaupt Embroidery
and ShowBloom—F.L.
Emmert Co. sponsored
the Showmanship competition on March 16.
Winners were: Beginner,
Kendall Davies of Wood
Photos by Dorothy J. Countryman | Rural Life Today
County; Junior, Hayden
Mini-Herefords were among the nine breeds featured in shows throughout the Ohio Beef Expo weekend.
Smith, Holmes County;
Interest in this group has increased each year and the arena was nearly full of spectators for their
competition.
Novice, Rachel O’Reilly,
Geauga County; Intermediate, Skyler Ward, Preble
County, and Senior, Allison Davis, Carroll County.
Complete results from
the 2019 Ohio Beef Expo
are available at www.
ohiobeefexpo.com.

SCIOTO COUNTY

CAREER TECHNICAL CENTER

OH-70099538

Experience You Can Trust...
Results You Can Measure...

MAIN CAMPUS
951 Vern Riffe Dr. • Lucasville, OH 45648
High School: 740.259.5522 • Post Secondary: 740.259.5526
www.sciototech.org

The annual Angus parade opened the Ohio Beef Expo events session on Friday, March 15.
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Fogle, Isler and Link honored by Ohio Pork Council
By Dorothy J. Countryman
dcountryman@aimmediamidwest.
com

COLUMBUS — The
Ohio Pork Council presented awards to Rick
Fogle, Nathan Isler and
Carl Link during the Ohio
Pork Congress, Feb. 13, in
Columbus. Awards were
presented by Council
President Dave Shoup.
The 2019 Ohio Pork
Industry Excellence Award
went to Fogle, who farms
in Marion. In fall/winter of
1967, Fogle’s grandparents
purchased a bred Duroc
gilt. As time passed, and
Fogle acquired more gilts
and more showman’s
skills, he became more and
more involved with both
the Duroc breed and the
business of raising hogs.
In the spring of 1972
he purchased a top Duroc
for only $140. This gilt
became the Grand Champion Duroc gilt at the Ohio
State Fair. In 2000, Fogle
added Yorks to his operation and had the Champion Yorkshire boar at the
Ohio State Fair. The next
year, he partnered with
John Graber to purchase
“Cicada,” a Hampshire
gilt, for $6,500. Cicada
went on to mother a string
of champions. Cicada was
not the only super mom
to come to the Fogle farm.
She was followed by a
Spotted gilt the Fogles
purchased during the
World Pork Expo. There
are still Spots on the
farm who descend from
her. The Fogles have also
added some Chesters and
Landrace to their operation.
In 2002, Fogle was one
of the earliest producers inducted to the Ohio
Showpig Hall of Fame, and
in 2012 he was elected to

herd size in 2015 from 650
sows to 1,200 sows. The
Islers export hundreds of
pigs to China and other
countries every year, and
more than half of their
herd of Yorks ranks in the
top 1 percent of the breed
every year.
Isler is actively involved
in his local church, has
served with his county
Farm Bureau board, and
on several Ohio Pork
Council committees.
Fort Recovery’s Carl
Link was honored with the
Ohio Pork Council Service
Award. Link is general
production manager at
Cooper Farms, where he
has been employed for 49
years. He helped the farm
establish a contract finisher program in 1994, and
in 1998 he spearheaded
the establishment of the
company’s first sow farms.
Today, Link oversees the
Photos submitted by Meghann Winters | Ohio Pork Council hog finishing production,
Rick Fogle (center) received the Pork Industry Excellence award at the Ohio Pork Congress. Celebrating with him are family members: left turkey operations, and
to right, Jenna Siegel, JoAnn Fogle, Katie Siegel and Levi Criswell.
feed production at Cooper.
Link is active with
committees and boards
advancing and advocating for the pork industry
throughout Ohio and the
nation. He served on the
Ohio Pork Council Board
of Directors, the National
Pork Board of Directors,
the Ohio Turkey Marketing Committee, the Pork
Safety Quality and Human
Nutrition Committee and
with the Ohio Department
of Agriculture’s Concentrated Animal Feeding
Nathan Isler, right, receives the Swine Manager of the Year award Ohio Pork Council President Dave Shoup (left) presents the 2019 Facility (CAFF) Advisory
from Ohio Pork Council President Dave Shoup.
Ohio Pork Council Service Award to Carl Link.
Committee. He has also
served as the Ohio delthe Ohio State Fair Swine ture.
with his brothers, Dave
in the pork industry as a
egate to the Nationl Pork
Hall of Fame as well. He
Fogle’s award was spon- and Scott, Isler oversees
gilt multiplier for Hord
Board.
is a dedicated supporter
sored by Elanco Animal
the sow operations at
Livestock. He returned to
Link is active in his
of 4-H and FFA, and has
Health.
their facility in Prospect.
his family farm in 2010,
church, the Fort Recovdevoted himself to breedThe Council named
Isler Genetics produces
becoming instrumental
ery Foundation Board of
ing the best hogs possible Nathan Isler of Isler
purbred Yorkshire breedin the operation during
Directors, and the Big
and helping young people Genetics Swine Manager
ing stock.
the past several years. He Brothers/Big Sisters program.
have success in agriculof the Year 2019. Working
Isler began his career
helped double the farm’s

Farm income projections hold a bit of good news
OSU Extension article

COLUMBUS — Corn prices
are on the rise, while soybean
prices are projected to continue
to dip this year before recovering a bit in 2020, according to
government projections.
And this year, national net
farm income, which takes into
account many commodities not
grown in Ohio, is projected to

increase 10 percent over last
year’s total, forecasts from the
U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) show.
“These are not the best of
times, but it’s stable,” said Ani
Katchova, associate professor
and chair of the farm income
enhancement program at The
Ohio State University College of
Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences (CFAES).

Low commodity prices can
put financial stress on growers,
but the bankruptcy and loan
delinquency rates, indicators
of the financial health of farms,
have not fluctuated much in
recent years, said Katchova, one
of the authors of a new CFAES
report on farm income forecasts.
“It’s definitely not a crisis,”
she said. “Farmers are generally
not distressed, although many

face tight profit margins.”
In years with low profit levels,
farmers are increasingly leaning
on crop revenue insurance, buying up higher and higher coverage levels to help compensate,
Katchova said.
“Due to crop insurance,
we see better farm incomes,”
Katchova said.
However, commodity prices
remain low, with modest pro-

jected increases. The average
per bushel price for corn, $3.36
last year, is projected to increase
to $3.50 this year. By 2020, the
price will rise to $3.90, according to estimates by the USDA
released on March 13.
At the same time, the average
per bushel price of soybeans,
which was $9.33 last year, is
projected to drop to $8.60 this
See FARM | 15
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Ag speaker series features hops farmers
By Christopher Selmek

cselmek@aimmediamidwest.com

URBANA — Nick and
Mallory Zachrich spoke to
a small crowd about their
hops farming experience
at the Champaign County
Community Center, March
7, as part of the Champaign
County Agricultural
Association’s winter speaker
series. The Zachriches
explained how they began
growing hops for beer brewing
in the summer of 2017 as a
long-term investment and a
way to teach their children
about agriculture.
“During the flowering
stage the females produce
burrs, and then those burrs
will produce cones, so all of
our plants are females only
because they are producing
those cones that we want,
so it’s a good thing I’m not a
jealous lady because he’s out
there with thousands of ladies
daily,” said Mallory, who
teaches agriculture at Urbana
High School.
“We looked at a lot of
different ways people were
doing it before we decided
how we were going to do
it,” said Nick, who works for

Christopher Selmek | Urbana Daily Citizen

Nick and Mallory Zachrich, the owners of the Zachrich Hop Yard, present slides before a small group as part of the Champaign
County Agricultural Association’s winter speaker series.

The Ohio State University’s
College of Food, Agricultural,
and Environmental Sciences.
“The biggest things were
how to set up our trellis. Did
we need irrigation? Did we
need to be able to spray some
way? And then afterwards
it’s not just growing the hops

themselves, you have to be
able to put them in a manner
that can be sold to a brewer.
So most of the marketing
and hops is direct marketing
to brewers, whether they
be home brewers or craft
breweries or larger breweries.
So we decided we were going

to partner with some people
who already have some of that
equipment. What we need to
do is dry our hops after they
are harvested, and then we
take them to somebody else to
get them processed in the way
we need to market them to a
brewer.”

The Zachriches said that
local hops growers are not
competitive and have become
involved in the Ohio Hops
Growers Guild. They also
said that because hops are
a perennial crop they would
probably outlast the 30-year
lifespan of their trellises. The
most important decision they
faced was the variety of hops
they grew, finally settling on a
mixture of Centennial, Zeus,
Maguum, Willamette and
Cashmere hops.
They answered questions
from the audience and offered
guidance to any potential
hops growers in the area.
They can be reached through
the Zachrich Hop Yard
Facebook page.
The Champaign County
Agricultural Association holds
meetings 11 a.m.-noon on the
first Thursday of every month,
which sometimes includes
an educational presentation.
No speaker has yet been
determined for the next
event on April 4. For more
information, contact The Ohio
State University extension
office at 937-484-1526.
Christopher Selmek can be reached at
937-508-2304

Foster receives Friend of Expo award
Submitted Story

oped the “Friends of the
Expo” award. Each year,
COLUMBUS — The
this award is presented
Ohio Cattlemen’s Associa- to individuals who have
tion (OCA) awarded Joe
contributed to the success
Foster of Plain City the
of the Expo for the past
Friend of the Expo Award 32 years. Since its incepat the Ohio Beef Expo,
tion in 2002, 45 individuheld March 14-17 at the
als or organizations have
Ohio Expo Center.
received this award. In
Each year, volunteers
2019, this award was prespend many hours ensursented to Joe Foster and
ing the success of the
C.J. Brown.
Ohio Beef Expo. To show
Foster has been heavily
OCA’s sincere appreciainvolved with the Ohio
tion for those who have
Beef Expo since close to
dedicated themselves
the beginning of the annuover
the
years,
the
Ohio
al event. Many years ago,
Submitted Photo | Ohio Cattlemen’s
Foster was encouraged by
Association Cattlemen’s Association
and
the
Ohio
Beef
Expo
a past Friend of the Expo
Joe Foster was honored at the
2019 Ohio Beef Expo.
planning committee devel- award winner to become

more active with the Expo
and with OCA. Foster
took that advice and ran
with it. He eventually
found himself on the trade
show committee, where
he is now the assistant
chair.
“Joe’s efforts to communicate with trade show
exhibitors both during
the Expo and year-round
are a testimony to his
investment in the success
of the Ohio Beef Expo’s
trade show. He goes above
and beyond to accommodate exhibitors during
the show. His personal
investment in the industry, along with the Expo,

are second-to-none,” said
Stephanie Sindel, OCA
Director of Member Services & Youth Programs
and Ohio Beef Expo trade
show coordinator.
Foster says the Expo
has grown tremendously
since he first attended,
and notes it continues
to get bigger and better
every year because of the
people involved. Every
year he looks forward to
seeing all the aspects of
the cattle industry in one
spot – live cattle, genetics,
equipment, supplies and
additives. Foster is thankful for all those who help
put in the time and effort

Offering

into making the show happen. “Every year we panic
on Tuesday, and every
Sunday it seems like it
went off without a hitch,”
said Foster.
Foster began showing
cattle at the Columbiana
County Fair in the 1970s
and 1980s and now raises
a small herd near Plain
City, with his wife, Debbie, and their children
Luke, Brooke and Morgan. Foster is a district
sales manager with Quality Liquid Feeds, primarily
overseeing sales in Ohio,
southern Indiana, West
Virginia and Virginia.

PREMIUM PRICES
for Food Grade Soybeans:

NON-GMO
& ORGANIC

Offering

PREMIUM PRICES

Phone:

for Food Grade Soybeans:

OH-70113257

NON-GMO
& ORGANIC

(740) 426-6683

Fax:
(740) 426-6684

Processors of Food Grade Soybeans
for Domestic and International Markets

www.bluegrassfarmsohio.com

P.O. 57
9768 Mill-Jeff Rd.
Jeffersonville
Ohio 43128
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Cover Crop, everybody speaks beer
Celebrating OFB’s centennial beer
By Amanda Rockhold

arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com

URBANA — If you’re
a beer drinker, you may
have seen North High
Brewing Company’s craft
beer, Cover Crop, in your
local grocery store. This
beer was not only the
official beer for the Ohio
Farm Bureau Federation’s
100th anniversary, but its
ingredients are grown by
Ohio farmers. The hops
used for the beer come
from five Ohio hopyards,
one of them being Zachrich Hop Yard & Farm
in Mechanicsburg, about
20 minutes southeast of
Urbana.
Nick and Mallory Zachrich of Zachrich Hop Yard
worked with Champaign
County Farm Bureau to
host the Cover Crop from
Field to Pint event at Lincoln & Main gastropub in
Urbana on March 26. Representatives from North
High, Zachrich Hop Yard,
Ohio Farm Bureau, Rustic
Brew Farm in Marysville
and others attended the
event.
“(Cover Crop) is not
hoppy, not malty, just
beer,” said Jason McKibben, brewmaster and
partner of North High
Brewing Company (North
High) of Columbus. “We
wanted to make it as
approachable as possible.”
He added that North
High chose to use the
Centennial hop variety
for Cover Crop because
of Ohio Farm Bureau’s
(OFB) 100th anniversary
and it also has a “floral,
delicate aroma but can
be strong,” depending on
how it’s brewed.
Mallory said that this
event was intended to
promote the beer locally

and “Urbana is a good
location,” where Cover
Crop can be found on tap
at Lincoln & Main. North
High’s Cover Crop beer is
sold in all 88 Ohio counties.
McKibben said that at
North High they also have
hops varieties including
Cashmere, a newer type,
and Comet, a rediscovered variety. On one-andone-fourth of an acre the
Zachriches grow six hops
varieties on their farm,
including Cascade, Centennial, Zeus, Cashmere,
Willamette and Magnum.
They started growing
hops almost three years
ago in June 2017.
Another vital ingredient
North High needs to brew
beer is grain, or malted
barley. Two-thirds of the
grain North High uses
for their beer comes from
Rustic Brew Farm (Rustic Brew) in Marysville,
where owner Matt Cunningham grows 130 acres
of barley, which is malted
after harvest to prepare it
for brewing. Cunningham
is a fourth generation
farmer in Marysville. He
and his family also grow
corn and soybeans in
addition to some hops.
They started growing and
malting barley in 2014.
Adam Carney, director
of membership sales for
the Ohio Farm Bureau
Federation, said that this
is a great story to tell
and “it’s been a perfect
storm.” He was the initial
OFB lead working with
North High and the other
organizations to develop
Cover Crop as the official
OFB centennial beer.
Both McKibben and
Carney alluded to the
idea of seeing the full circle of the brewing process

from working with the
malt and hops producers.
Hops and malted barley
are both cover crops.
A cover crop is grown
for the protection and
enrichment of the soil,
including soil erosion,
soil fertility, soil quality, water, weeds, pests,
diseases, biodiversity and
wildlife in an agroecosystem. The cover crop
helps clean the water,
which is then used to
brew the beer.
“It’s poetic,” said McKibben. “It gives me a
good feeling about what
we’re doing.”
Cunningham said
that these partnerships
between OFB, Zachrich
Hop Yard and Rustic
Brew are bridging the
gap between urban and
rural communities.
“Everybody speaks beer,”
said Cunningham.
Mallory added that
establishing such partnerships “speaks volumes
for the agricultural community … We all pull
together and help each
other.”
McKibben said he
appreciates that he has
been able to meet so
many farmers through
working with local hops
growers in Ohio. “Everybody has been amazing,”
said McKibben, adding
that everyone at North
High has become a Farm
Bureau member and he is
“happy to do it.”
For more information
about North High visit
northhighbrewing.com
For more information
about OFB visit ofbf.org
More on hops
McKibben said that
the variety of hops they
mostly look for is Cascade because it grows
well in Ohio and is versatile. “It’s tried and true,”

Amanda Rockhold | Rural Life Today

From left are Adam Carney, director of membership sales for the Ohio Farm Bureau Federation; Matt
Cunningham, owner of Rustic Brew Farm in Marysville; Nick and Mallory Zachrich of Zachrich Hop Yard
in Mechanicsburg; Kelsey Stief; and Jason McKibben, Brewmaster and partner of North High Brewing
Company in Columbus.

said McKibben.
Nick said that mold is
a big issue with growing hops, especially with
Ohio’s humidity. Hops
have to be dried after harvested, which Nick said
is half the battle. If they
wait too long to dry the
hops, they can be become
moldy; if they dry them
too fast, the hops can
become too hot.
The Zachriches also
sell their hops to Mother
Stewarts in Springfield
and Roundhouse Depot
in Bellefontaine. The
couple have agricultural
backgrounds, both growing up on family farms.
For more information
visit: zachrich-hop-yardfarm.business.site
More on malt
Cunningham said he is
planning and projecting
to grow Rustic Brew’s
malt production. The
crash of 2013, when the

North High Brewing Company’s Cover Crop beer was the official
beer of the Ohio Farm Bureau’s Federation centennial celebration
this year.

net farm income began
to drop, caused Cunningham to start producing
malted barley in an effort
to be more profitable.
Cunningham built a
malthouse, where their
grain is prepared and
stored for the malting
process. “It was either
build our own or spend

half a million dollars on
one from Germany,” he
said. Heritage in Marysville helped them build
their first malthouse
and is in the process of
building a second one for
Rustic Brew.
For more information
visit: rusticbrewfarm.
com

12 recognized at CFAES Alumni Awards Luncheon
Ohio State news release

received awards during the
annual event, held on Ohio
COLUMBUS—The Ohio State’s Columbus campus at
State University College
the Fawcett Center:
of Food, Agricultural, and
The Meritorious Service
Environmental Sciences
Award is given to alumni
(CFAES) congratulates its
or non-alumni who have
2019 Alumni Awards recipi- been singularly significant
ents.
in CFAES’ quest for excel“It is wonderful to see
lence.
so many people from our
-Bob Birkenholz, Fort
college community here
Myers, FL;
to share their support for
-Virgil Strickler, Galloway,
these outstanding honorOH.
ees,’’ Steven Neal, CFAES
The Distinguished Alumassociate dean and direcni Award is given to those
tor of academic programs,
who have brought distinctold 140 alumni, relatives,
tion to themselves and to
faculty, staff, and friends
CFAES through their comduring an awards luncheon mitment and leadership.
on March 2. “We are all
-Bryan Garton (’93, PhD,
inspired by the accomplishAgricultural Education),
ments of these individuals.”
Columbia, MO;
In all, 12 individuals
-Steve Goodwin (’73,

Provided photo

Front row, from left: Chris Henney, Floyd Poruban, Kristi-Warren
Scott. Back row, from left: Associate Dean and Director of Academic
Programs Steven Neal, Richard Edema, Leandro Cruppe, Bo Harstine,
Bryan Garton, Steve Goodwin, Leah Curtis, Bob Birkenholz, Virgil
Strickler, Alumni Board President Nick Rettig.

BS, Parks, Recreation and
Tourism Administration), Johnstown, OH;
-Chris Henney (’98, BS,
Agricultural Education),

Columbus, OH;
-Phil Minerich (’76, BS,
Food Technology),
Austin, MN;
-Floyd Poruban (’64, MS,

’61, BS, Plant Pathology,
Horticulture), Avon, OH;
-Kristi-Warren Scott
(’03, BS, Agribusiness
and Applied Economics),
Washington, DC.
-The International
Alumni Award is given to
outstanding international
alumni representing,
supporting, and promoting CFAES and Ohio
State worldwide.
-Leandro Cruppe (’15,
PhD, ’11, MS, Animal
Sciences), Goiania-GO,
Brazil;
-Richard Edema (’01,
PhD, Plant Pathology),
Kampala, Uganda.
The Young Professional
Award recognizes young
men and women for their
early professional accom-

plishments.
-Leah Curtis (’07, BS,
Agricultural Communication), Canal Winchester,
OH;
-Bo Harstine (’16, PhD,
’13, MS, Animal Sciences), Columbus, OH.
“Our alumni serve as
inspirations to our students
and the entire CFAES community. They improve our
college, their industries,
and our world through their
work,” Cathan A. Kress,
vice president for agricultural administration and
dean of CFAES said.
Learn more about the
2019 CFAES Alumni
Awards recipients at go.osu.
edu/honorees. Find additional event photos at go.osu.
edu/cfaesawards2019.
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Courtesy photos

Ted Hafer, The Andersons, receives the Agricultural Achievement Award from Tony Roberts, GravesFearon Agency Nationwide and past Chamber chairman. Pictured (l-r) are Sam Custer, OSU Extension
Darke County and Chamber Agriculture Committee chairman; Sandra Brasington, office of Gov. Mike
DeWine; Josh Tovey, office of Lt. Gov. Jon Husted; Perry Walls, chairman, Darke County Chamber;
Hafer; Roberts; Sharon Deschambeau, president, Darke County Chamber; Susan Manchester, Ohio
representative – 84th District; Marcie Longnecker, office of Treasurer Robert Sprague; Kenny Henning,
office of Secretary Frank LaRose; and Ben Thaeler, office of Rep. Warren Davidson.

Daryl Riffle receives the Agriculture Advocacy Award from Sam Custer, OSU Extension Darke County
and Chamber Agriculture Committee chairman. Pictured (l-r) are Sandra Brasington, office of Gov.
Mike DeWine; Josh Tovey, office of Lt. Gov. Jon Husted; Perry Walls, chairman, Darke County Chamber;
Riffle; Custer; Sharon Deschambeau, president, Darke County Chamber; Susan Manchester, Ohio
representative – 84th District; Marcie Longnecker, office of Treasurer Robert Sprague; Kenny Henning,
office of Secretary Frank LaRose; and Ben Thaeler, office of Rep. Warren Davidson.

Chamber of Commerce honors agriculture
sons Marathon Ethanol
was presented the AgriGREENVILLE – The
culture Achievement
Darke County Chamber
Award.
of Commerce hosted its
Award recipients were
annual Chamber Ag Day recognized by representaLuncheon on March 22
tives from the Ohio officin partnership with The
es of Gov. Mike DeWine,
Ohio State University
Lt. Gov. Jon Husted,
2019 Darke County Ag
Secretary of State Frank
Outlook.
LaRose, Treasurer Rob“Chamber Ag Day
ert Sprague and Auditor
has been in existence
Keith Faber. Also on
for more than 60 years
hand to offer congratulato honor those in agritions were Rep. Susan
culture and to foster
Manchester representing
partnerships among our
the Ohio House, Ben
farmers, agri-businesses
Thaeler for Rep. Warren
and traditional busiDavidson and Sam Bain
nesses in Darke County,” representing U.S. Sen.
Chamber Chairman
Rob Portman.
Perry Walls said in his
“Riffle was born in
opening remarks. “We’re Darke County in the late
fortunate to share the
’50s and grew up in a
stage today with OSU
home near Ansonia,” said
and the resources they
OSU Extension Educator
have to offer.”
Sam Custer, who preAgriculture is the No. 1 sented the award.
business in Darke County
As a child, he rode
and the most current
with his father picking up
Census of Agriculture
bulk milk at local farms
Cash Receipts annual
and also helping deliver
total is $559,494,000
retail dairy products
with an average per farm to homes across Darke
of $330,475. Those num- County.
bers give Darke County
“The Great Darke
a ranking of second in
County Fair is an integral
agriculture in Ohio.
part of Darke County and
Annual awards for
surrounding communiachievement and advoties, and Daryl Riffle
cacy in agriculture were
served as the fair manpresented. Daryl Riffle
ager for over a decade,
was honored with the
always striving to offer
Agricultural Advocacy
an event that was good
Award, and The Anderfor children, adults and

Chamber Immediate

out-of-state contractors

“We’re fortunate to share the stage today with Past Chairman Tony Rob- that come in to perform
OSU and the resources they have to offer.”
erts presented the Cham- work on the plant. These
– Perry Walls ber award for AgriculChamber Chairman tural Achievement to Ted

the community while
showcasing Darke County’s No. 1 industry, agriculture,” Custer said.
Numerous fairground
capital improvements
took place during his
tenure from Aug. 1, 2005
to March 31, 2017. The
grandstand seats and
flooring were replaced; a
new restroom was built
in the northwest corner;
the Ohio Center was
enclosed and became
the Ohio/Spiritual Life
Center; a new Domestic
Arts/Horseshoe Building
was erected; renovations
were made to the Swine
Barn and Coliseum; the
Beef and Dairy Pavilion
was built; numerous
electrical upgrades were
made; new phone and
computer systems were
installed; a LED display
sign was installed at gate
No. 2 and the Fair Office,
Box Office and Boardroom were renovated.
“Attendance records
were set during his time
as fair manager,” Custer
said, “and on average,
approximately 20,000
to 24,000 individuals
attended The Great
OH-70101158

By Kyle Shaner

Darke County Fair each
day of the annual nineday fair.”
His leadership efforts
as the Darke County Fair
Manager were recognized at the state level
when he received the
Ohio Fair Manager of the
Year in 2009. In 2012,
he was chosen to sit on
the Ohio Fair Managers Board of Directors,
a position he held until
February 2017.
Riffle feels very strongly about giving back to
the community and was
a member of the Ansonia
Board of Education for
15 years, provided closing remarks for numerous Ansonia FFA annual
banquets, coached fifth
and sixth grade boys basketball, helped with Cub
Scouts and Boy Scouts,
has been a church council
member for more than
20 years, has been on
the Darke County Visitors Bureau for 11 years
and is currently the
president, has been on
the Darke County Court
Appointed Special Advocate Board for four years
and has been the voice of
the Ansonia Tigers boys
basketball team since
1996.
Riffle has been married
to Mary, his high school
sweetheart, since 1979.
They have two sons and
four grandsons.
“Daryl is deserving of
this award as an advocate
for the advancement
of agriculture in Darke
County and has demonstrated extensive participation, leadership and
support of agriculture,”
Custer said.
“You do things in the
community not because
you want pats on the
back but because it’s the
right thing to do,” Riffle
said as he accepted. “It’s
very humbling and an
honor to receive this
award.”

Hafer of The Andersons
Marathon Ethanol.
“The award is presented to a producer
who is actively involved
in the agricultural chain
and has demonstrated
extensive participation,
leadership and support
of agriculture,” Roberts
said.
“Eleven years ago, 50
employees and over $200
million dollars in capital
investments, a presence
in Darke County began at
The Andersons,” Roberts
said. “Under the leadership of plant manager
Ted Hafer, in the past 11
years of production, The
Andersons has purchased
close to 500 million bushels of corn from farmers
in an 80-mile radius of
Greenville.”
The facility has produced nearly 1.5 billion
gallons of ethanol, more
than 200,000 tons of
corn oil and 3.5 million
tons of dry distillers
grain that is used for feed
rations.
Having carbon dioxide as a co-product of
ethanol production led
to the establishment
of a second business,
Continental Carbonic in
Greenville. Continental
Carbonic specializes in
the manufacture and distribution of dry ice and
liquid carbon dioxide.
“Supporting their community is something The
Andersons do not take
lightly,” Roberts said.
Throughout the year,
monetary donations are
provided to numerous
groups and organizations for the betterment
of the communities. The
Andersons provided a
$50,000 donation to the
Darke County Fair new
beef barn and $25,000 to
the Arcanum Ag building
project.
Local surrounding
communities also have
benefitted from the
numerous in-state and

contractors usually stay
several days, boosting
the economy of local
Darke County businesses.
Ted Hafer accepted
the award stating, “I’m
humbled to receive
this award on behalf of
The Andersons and we
accomplished success
because of our customers, the employees at the
plant and those that are
here today.”
He asked his employees to stand for a round
of applause.
Ohio State University
Chair of Agricultural
Marketing, Trade and
Policy Ian Sheldon was
the featured speaker at
the March 22 event. Sheldon discussed how escalating tensions between
the United States and
China could affect Ohio’s
economy, as well as the
prospects for Ohio’s
farmers.
“This is the closest
we’ve come to a trade
war since the 1930s,”
Sheldon said. “Since
around the time of the
Great Depression.”
According to Sheldon,
some economists predict
that any gains to the U.S.
from its recent renegotiation of the North American Free Trade Agreement will be “wiped out”
by the costs of the trade
war with China. Sheldon
also thinks a desire to
reduce the trade deficit
is what is driving recent
changes to U.S. trade policy … a strategy Sheldon
and other economists do
not think will be successful.
“We’ve been running a
deficit since the 1970s,”
Sheldon said. “You’re not
going to change that with
trade policy.”
Sheldon thinks there’s
a 40 percent chance the
U.S. will experience
another recession within
the next 24 months, in
large part due to these
trade-related concerns.
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Arehart

Farm

Committee) “Friend of
Agriculture” award. She
earned the award durFrom Page 9
ing the 2018 campaign
based on her responsiveshe reacted with fear, askness to the needs of the
ing herself, “How were
agriculture community as
we connected enough in
designated by the Frankthe ag industry to make
lin County Farm Bureau,
an impact on this comaccording to Steve Berk,
mittee? How would we
organization director
balance our time?” But
for Union, Madison,
she changed her tune,
Delaware and Franklin
asking the guests, “Folks,
Counties. Lightbody is
how often are we foolish
a teacher, although she
enough to let fear alter
has had to cut back on
our vision of opportunities
some classes since she
before us?”
was elected. She grew
Converse’s husband,
up raising horses. After
Dustin, currently serves
receiving her award at
as president of the Union
the brunch, she said she
County Farm Bureau. The
plans to “open up agricouple live in Richwood
culture for you and your
Amanda Rockhold | Rural Life Today
with their son, Colby,
Ohio Department of Agriculture Director Dorothy Pelanda attended neighbors.”
where they operate a small the annual 2019 Central Ohio Farm Bureaus Women in Agriculture
This event has been
grain farm raising corn
Brunch, March 2, at the Nationwide Hotel and Conference Center in going on since 1983 and
and soybeans, baling hay
Delaware County.
recognizes outstanding
and straw, and raising
women in the field of
Shorthorn and Angus beef run wild that I developed
Others recognized at the
agriculture, according to
cattle. Converse also owns a love and admiration for
brunch
Berk. He added that the
and operates The CasOhio Department of
Ag Woman of the Year
the American farmer and
sandra Converse Agency,
Agriculture Director
award has expanded to
the agriculture industry,”
offering home, auto, life,
Dorothy Pelanda attended
take into account more
said Converse.
business and farm insurand
spoke
at
the
brunch.
than work with Farm
Converse ended her
ance protection.
“Women
in
Ag;
this
is
Bureau, but considers
speech by sharing her
“It was [in] the bike
where
I
need
to
be
today,”
the total body of service
and her family’s simplest
rides down the farm lane
she
said
to
the
group.
within the agricultural
to spot where the combine desires: “to raise crops,
Pelanda recently spoke at
community. He added
cows, kids, and live hapwas harvesting, the hot
Ohio Farm Bureau’s Ag
that this year’s location,
summer days in the cab of pily ever after. We are
Day at the Capital, Feb. 20, which was in Delaware
that old Ford pickup with confident that this incred- in Columbus.
County, was a “more
ible grassroots organiza610 WTVN blaring and
Ohio Representative
inclusive” location for
the wind blowing through tion [Farm Bureau] plays
Mary Lightbody, House
central county Farm
a part in making those
my hair, and the hours
District 19, attended the
Bureau members.
that felt like mere minutes desires a reality…Togethevent and received Ohio
For more information
er, we will make agriculwith friends rummaging
Farm Bureau’s AGGPAC
about the Ohio Farm
ture better for the genera- (Agriculture for Good Gov- Bureau visit: www.ofbf.
through the scrap pile,
letting our imaginations
tions that follow us.”
ernment Political Action
org.

farmers are not massively
selling land,” she said.
Not surprisingly,
From Page 11
expenses on the farm are
projected to climb in 2019,
year before rising a bit
with the largest increases
to $8.75 by 2020.
being in farm labor, feed
National net farm
income began declining purchases, interest, and
property taxes.
in 2014 and continued
Corn and soybean farmto do so until 2017,
ers
in Ohio likely will
when it rose slightly
break
even or potentially
before dropping again in
experience a loss on this
2018.
year’s crop if they don’t
“Even though you
own the land they cultihave this expectation
vate, Brown said. Land
of an increase in farm
costs factor significantly
income, it’s still tighter
times,” said Ana Claudia into growers’ net profits,
and growers who own
Sant’Anna, a CFAES
postdoctoral researcher their land are likely to see
a profit on this year’s crop.
who co-authored the
Two factors boosted
new report with Katchoincome
on the 2018 crop
va and Ben Brown,
manager of CFAES’ farm that might not recur this
year. New government aid
management program.
to compensate for foreign
It might take about
tariffs may not be reisa decade or more for
profit levels to return to sued, and 2018’s record
what they were in 2014, high corn and soybean
yields might not be repeatSant’Anna said.
A positive for farmers ed this year.
The aid to compensate
in many states, includfor
foreign tariffs helped
ing those in Ohio, is that
bolster
profits, particuagricultural land has
larly
for
soybeans. The aid
maintained its value.
amounted to an average
“If there’s a bright
payment of $95.70 per
spot in farm balance
acre for soybeans to Ohio
sheets, it’s the land valfarmers and $1.88 per acre
ues,” Brown said.
for corn, Brown said.
Overall, the value of
“I can’t emphasize
cropland in Ohio has
enough the significance
changed very little, he
of those payments,”
said.
Brown said. “For corn
If land prices were
and soybean farmers, they
dropping, that might
really helped income statebe cause for concern,
Katchova said. “But
ments.”
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Dairy farms
Eggs
are
an
significant
part
of Ohio’s economy.
Ohio is home to about 2,200 dairy farms, with the average herd size about 118 cows
Here are some Ohio egg facts.
farm.
Enjoy
these
facts
Ohio
dairy farms.
•perOhio
has
more
than
30about
million
laying
chickens and 10 million pullets,
• Ohio
ranks
11th
in
milk
production,
producing
which are hens less than one year old. 5.59 billion pounds or 650
of milk annually. egg producing state in the nation.
•million
Ohio gallons
is the second-largest
Ohio there
are aboutproduce
261,000 dairy
9.3 million
cows with
•• In
Ohio’s
egg farmers
morecows,
thanand
8 billion
eggsdairy
annually,
an estimated annual retail value of more than $574 million.
nationwide.
•• 97%
A hen’s
breed
determines
color of and
eggs.
Hens
of dairy
farms
nationwidethe
are shell
family-owned,
many
havewith
beenwhite
owned
feathers
and
earlobes
lay
white-shelled
eggs
and
hens
with
red
for multiple generations.
feathers
and earlobes
brown-shelled
eggs. and sold in Ohio is
• The
total economic
impactlay
of dairy
products produced
• The color of the egg has no relationship to egg quality, flavor,
$23.44 billion, which generates 114,053 jobs for Ohioans.
nutritional value, cooking characteristics or shell thickness.
the dairy
industry
creates
3 million
•• Nationally,
The average
American
eats
250 nearly
eggs per
year.U.S. jobs and has an
overall
economic
impact
of
more
than
$628
billion.
• Ohio is one of only a few states that has an egg quality assurance
• The
averageThe
cowOhio
produces
enough milk
each dayProgram
to fill six gallon
jugs, which is
program.
Egg Quality
Assurance
is a voluntary
about
55 pounds
of intended
milk.
program
that is
to minimize the risk of Salmonella
incow
eggs.
• AEnteritidis
typical dairy
weighs 1,400 pounds.
•• Seven
Ohio egg
production
is responsible
the creation
of 12,503
jobs
percent of milk-drinking
Americansfor
believe
a surprising
myth: Brown
annually
and
$438
million
in
earnings.
cows produce chocolate milk.
•• AEggs
essential
vitamins
and minerals,
including vitamin
cow contain
must give13
birth
before she
can produce
milk.
D - a nutrient many Americans get too little of and is important for
• The natural yellow color of butter comes mainly from beta-carotene found in the
strong bones.
grass that cows graze on.
Sources:
Sources:
https://www.drink-milk.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/2018-Ohio-Dairy-Facts.pdf
http://ohioeggs.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/EggsFactSheet.pdf
https://www.farmflavor.com/at-home/got-milk-13-fascinating-dairy-facts/
https://www.ohiopoultry.org/ohio_raised_food/index.cfm
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• Fully Welded
Cutterbar
300 W
Margaret Dr. | (812) 234.2627
• Non-Stop Breakaway System
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Wilmington, OH

3025 Progress Way | (937) 382.0941

www.Bane-Welker.com

SEE US TODAY!
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Advanced,
Personalized
Heart & Lung Care
At SOMC, you get the personalized
care of a better heart and lung surgical
team, so you can get better care close to
home. Focusing on Minimally Invasive
Surgery, Advanced Lung Procedures,
State-of-the-art Vascular Surgical
Techniques, and Open Heart Surgery.

SOMC Heart & Vascular Associates
1127th St., Braunlin Bldg., Suite 206

OH-70108890

Portsmouth, OH 45662

For more information visit www.somc.org/betterteam/. To schedule an appointment call 740-356-8772.

