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Let Mother Nature make
your landscape beautiful

Farm Bureau
members travel
to DC on OFB
Presidents’ Trip
By Amanda Rockhold

Amanda Rockhold | Rural Life Today

Scott Beuerlein, Horticulturist, Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical
Garden, posing for a picture during the Allen County Master
Gardeners’ 20th annual “Art of Gardening” seminar in Lima,
March 16. His topic was “Plants Too Good To Be Rare.”

arockhold@aimmediamidwest.
com

WASHINGTON, D.C.
— More than 100 Ohio
Farm Bureau members,
many of them farmers,
visited Capitol Hill to
speak with their district
representatives, March
12-14, as part of the
73rd Ohio County Farm
Bureau Presidents’ Trip
to Washington, D.C.
Every year Ohio
Farm Bureau (OFB)
takes Ohio County
Farm Bureau presidents
and vice presidents,
along with a group of
media, on a three-day
trip to advocate to legislature.
Gary Mescher, OFB
County president of
Mercer County, a dairy
farmer with his brother,
spoke with Representative Bob Latta of
Ohio’s 5th congressional district during his
congressional visit on
Capitol Hill, in addition
to Jared Dilley in place
of Representative Jim
Jordan of Ohio’s 4th
congressional district.
He said that meeting
with Latta went well,
adding that “Mr. Latta
See CAPITOL | 6

Changing expectations of beauty,
saving pollinators
Amanda Rockhold | Rural Life Today

Lee Turner (left) and his brother Brandon Turner (right) with farm equipment on their recentlypurchased farm, Scioto Prairie Farms, in Auglaize County.

arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com

WAYNESFIELD —
Brothers Lee and Brandon Turner are springing
into their first fiscal year
operating Scioto Prairie Farms in Auglaize
County. Although both
are in their twenties, they
certainly aren’t new to the
farming business.
“[Starting Scioto
Prairie Farms] puts a
career in perspective for
us,” said Brandon. “It’s
something we’re going to
try to be doing year after
year, and hopefully a little
more. With the business,
we’ve always served the
farmers around us.”
Working with their
mother and father, the
Turner brothers have

taken over a neighboring
farm, about double the
size of their family farm
in Waynesfield. Their
neighbor retired and his
children were not interested in taking over the
farm. The Turner family
had done a lot of agricultural work for their neighbor in the past.
They chose the name
Scioto Prairie Farms
because they “farmed
quite a bit around the
Scioto River and ever
since we’ve grown up
everybody has called this
area The Prairie because
it’s so flat,” said Lee.
Along with the land,
the Turners acquired farm
equipment, including a
combine, which they have
never owned before, a bigger planter that will keep
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Reduce sludge build up
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Reduce oxygen demand
Eliminate excess nutrients
Improve water clarity
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For all your pond needs
Remlingerfishfarm.com
419-532-2335

arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com

up with the bigger tractor,
and other equipment.
Lee said that “staying
ahead of the game” with
agricultural technology
is a challenge. “It just
keeps getting harder and
harder to stay ahead. The
tools are there to help
you succeed,” although he
admitted that equipment
is becoming more expensive. Purchasing the land
was a two-year process,
according to Lee. There
was a lot of farm credit
that they needed to start
the corporation, as well.
“The biggest thing as
far as young people [getting involved with farming] is you got to have
connections. You got to
have someone willing to

LIMA — “All of us wish we had garden fairies to come and help take care of our gardens,”
said Shana Byrd, Director of Land Conservation,
Dawes Arboretum. “But we can let Mother Nature
help” by creating native landscapes and sustainable ecosystems “without a lot of work [that] can
still be beautiful.”
Byrd spoke to 188 attendees at the Allen County
Master Gardeners’ 20th annual Art of Gardening
seminar, March 16, at The Ohio State University
Lima campus.
Byrd advocated for replacing invasive plants
with native plants in landsccapes. Invasive plants
are non-native species that threaten Ohio’s natural
areas by altering the native biodiversity found in
forests, savannas, grasslands, prairies and wetlands, according the Ohio Invasive Plants Council.
The Council also defines non-native as “a species
that was introduced to Ohio by humans, either
deliberately or accidentily, from other states or
countries” and native as “a species that has been
present in Ohio prior to substantial European
settlement (1750 in Ohio).”
Byrd provided examples of what types of native
plants can be added to a landscape and the types
of invasive species that should be removed. “We
can have invaders in our yard and not know it,”
said Byrd. Find a full list of Ohio invasive plants

See FARMING | 4
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Auglaize brothers acquire neighbor’s land
By Amanda Rockhold

By Amanda Rockhold
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LAW YOU CAN USE

Medical marijuana now available for use in Ohio
By Kevin E. Griffith &
Julia R. Baxter

Signed June 8, 2016 by
former Governor John
Kasich, as of January 2019
Ohio’s legalized medical marijuana law is now
operational in Ohio. What
does this mean for Ohio’s
employers, job applicants
and employees?
First, there is no Ohio
law legalizing marijuana
for recreational use. Rather, Ohio has only legalized
the medical use of marijuana for a specified number
of medical conditions. In
addition, Ohio has established certain registration
requirements for medical
marijuana patients and
caregivers. Finally, Ohio
allows registered patients
to use medical marijuana
only in certain ways, and
smoking a “joint” is not
one of them.
What the law allows
Ohio’s medical marijuana law allows patients
suffering from one or
more of approximately 20
qualifying medical conditions (including HIV/AIDS,
epilepsy, cancer, PTSD,
etc.) to use medical marijuana. The law only allows
medical marijuana to be
dispensed to patients or

caregivers who are properly registered with the State
of Ohio and who possess
an Ohio-issued patient or
caregiver identification
card.
Ohio permits registered
patients to use medical
marijuana via oils, tinctures or extracts, plant
material, edibles (food
containing THC) and
patches. Vaporization of
medical marijuana also is
permitted but smoking
and other combustion of
medical marijuana are not
allowed. Any retailer who
is dispensing medical marijuana must have obtained
and paid for a license from
the Ohio Board of Pharmacy.
Marijuana and federal law
While Ohio and many
other states have legalized
the possession and use of
marijuana for certain medical conditions, marijuana
itself remains a “Schedule
I” controlled substance
under the federal Controlled Substance Act. It
also remains illegal for
physicians to “prescribe”
marijuana. Thus, all Ohioans who use medical marijuana have no protection
against the consequences
for violating federal
criminal law, including

Kevin Griffith, an office
managing shareholder with
Littler Mendelson P.C. where
Submitted photos he practices primarily in the
Julia R. Baxter, Director of areas of business competition
Human Resources for the City litigation and employment
of Hilliard.
litigation.

possible fines and imprisonment. But since the
Obama Administration,
our federal government
has purposely avoided
enforcement of these types
of “low level” violations as
it has watched the legalized marijuana movement
unfold at the state level.
Medical marijuana and the
workplace
Under Ohio’s medical
marijuana law, employers need not accommodate a job applicant’s or
employee’s use, possession, distribution, being
under the influence of
or testing positive for
medical marijuana. Ohio

employers can discharge,
discipline, refuse to hire
and take any other adverse
employment action against
an applicant or employee
because of the applicant’s
or employee’s use, possession, distribution, being
under the influence of or
testing positive for medical marijuana. Therefore,
for Ohio employers who
maintain a zero-tolerance
policy, medical marijuana
users will be faced with a
choice of not using medical marijuana or working
elsewhere.
On the other hand, as
Ohio employers begin to
see more applicants and

employees who are lawfully using medical marijuana, some employers
may decide, as a practical
business matter, to make
an exception for specific
off-the-job and off-premises
use of medical marijuana.
Ohio’s law gives employers
that flexibility.
This means that Ohio
employers must decide
whether to make an exception for medical marijuana
use or not. Ohio employers who wish to maintain
a zero-tolerance policy
should consider reviewing
the company’s drug-free
workplace policy. The policy should clearly state that
marijuana is an illegal drug
under federal law and that
the employer prohibits its
applicants and employees
from using any form of
marijuana for any purpose,
including for medical use,
even as allowed under
Ohio or any state’s law.
The policy should also
prohibit illegal drug possession, use, distribution,
being under the influence
or testing positive regardless of where or when the
use occurs, instead of simply prohibiting illegal drug
possession, use, etc., “only
at work,” “during work
hours” or “on the prem-

ises.” Finally, the policy
should define illegal drugs
to include all drugs that
are illegal under “federal,
state or local law.”
Ohio employers who
decide to make an exception for lawful and specified use of medical marijuana also need to review
and revise their existing
policy to include the
exception. But there are
various legal and practical
issues that will still need to
be weighed and decided.
Therefore, it is recommended that the employer
engage an attorney with
legal and drafting experience in this developing
area of the law.
About the authors
Julia R. Baxter has
served as Director of
Human Resources for the
City of Hilliard since 2017.
She previously worked as
an associate attorney for
Columbus firms Littler
Mendelson P.C. and Issac
Wiles Burkholder and Teetor, LLC (previously Issac,
Brandt, Ledman & Teetor,
LLP). Baxter earned her
Juris Doctor from The
Ohio State University
Moritz School of Law in
2010 and her Bachelor’s
See MEDICAL | 7

How an Easter egg is made
Ohio a leader
in egg farming
Story by Sarah Allen

No Easter is complete
without coloring eggs —
though the journey from the
hens to the dye cups is far
from a simple one. But, in
Ohio, farmers are at the top
of the game when it comes
to eggs.
Jim Chakeres, executive vice president of the
Ohio Poultry Association,

described the role Ohio
plays in egg production.
“Ohio is one of the largest egg farming states in
the nation, producing more
than 9 billion eggs each year
with a value of nearly $480
million,” he said. “Ohio
egg farmers are proud to

provide Ohioans with highquality, wholesome eggs and
achieve this by making egg
safety and hen care a top
priority on their farms.”
The poultry association
website further explains
how the egg has become a
See EASTER | 7
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Agriculture director addresses concerns about water quality
By Kyle Shaner

fallen from $200 million a year
to $120 million a year during
the past decade, he said.
CELINA – Water quality and
“To lose $1 billion of money
pollution in Grand Lake St.
that could have been revenue
Marys dominated a nearly hour- taxed to come back to the comlong discussion in Celina with
munity, to come back to the
Ohio Department of Agriculture state, because other adminisDirector Dorothy Pelanda.
trations – not Mr. DeWine’s –
The Darke Soil & Water Con- pushed this problem under the
servation District and Mercer
rug,” Goodwin said. “They just
Soil & Water Conservation
walked away, let Mercer County
District co-hosted the March 6
do what they’re doing. That’s
meet and greet with Pelanda,
fine. They just walked away.
who was appointed as director
Well now we’ve polluted Lake
on Jan. 10 by Gov. Mike DeWErie. Now we’ve polluted all the
ine. Pelanda, the first woman
streams that run to Lake Erie.
to lead the Ohio Department of Now we’re polluting the Ohio
Agriculture, spent most of her
River. And we’ve lost a billion
time answering questions from
dollars doing it that could have
the approximately 50 people
been taxed and created industry
in attendance – most of which
if we’d just cleaned up the mess
focused on Grand Lake St.
back two or three governor
Marys.
administrations ago.”
“We saw here when there
Pelanda, who still lives on the
was no control put on agribusi- family farm she grew up on in
ness in this area on pollution of Union County, said she underGrand Lake St. Marys, we lost
stands the importance of being
lots of businesses. We’ve lost
good stewards of land and water
jobs,” said Kate Anderson, presi- from personal experience.
dent and director of Guardians
“Growing up on that farm,
of the Grand Lake St. Marys.
which was a grain operating
“The Ohio State University
farm, the issues of soil and
study shows that homeowners
water quality, wildlife manin a certain mile area radius of
agement and invasive species
the lake have lost over $500 mil- management were things that
lion in property values.”
we lived every day because
Buzz Goodwin, who owns
in order to qualify for various
eight businesses around Grand
programs my father and mother
Lake, including campgrounds
wanted to be in we had to learn
and marinas, said Grand Lake
how to be good stewards of our
was thriving 10 or 15 years
land,” Pelanda said. “We have a
ago but has seen people leave
10-acre pond and a 4-acre pond
the lake because of pollution
on various parts of our farm,
and toxic algae concerns. The
and in the ’70s we began to
see these beautiful ponds that
region’s tourism revenue has
kshaner@aimmediamidwest.com

Kyle Shaner | The Daily Advocate

Ohio Department of Agriculture Director
Dorothy Pelanda spoke in Celina at an
event co-hosted by the Darke Soil &
Water Conservation District and Mercer
Soil & Water Conservation District.

we swam and fished in turn
into black lagoons. And so we
learned what was causing that
was all the runoff from our beautiful grain fields and we learned
how to be good stewards of both
our water and our soil.”
Similar to the runoff that polluted the Pelanda ponds, Goodwin cited studies that attributed
85 percent of Grand Lake St.
Marys’ pollution to runoff from
farms. He encouraged Pelanda
and DeWine to make a commitment to finding solutions to
improve the water quality.
“We’re not about pointing fingers at our neighbors,” Goodwin
said. “Neighbors come in and
buy pontoon boats from me.
They camp at my campground.
I’m not here to point fingers,
but I do want a solution.”
“We need help bringing
[funds] to this area so we’re not
the third most polluted lake in
the country or the worst in the

state of Ohio or affecting Lake
Erie. Those monies are there.
We’re a distressed watershed,
and we just can’t continue to
wait. Wait is not a good answer.
If it wasn’t as bad maybe we
could wait. But there’s funds out
there for it. Let’s go ask. Let’s
all together sit [in] the room
and develop the plan because
nobody’s pointing fingers. We
all need each other. We really
do,” Goodwin said.
Recently the voters of Toledo
approved a Lake Erie Bill of
Rights that seeks to add new
protections for Lake Erie and
allow people to sue farmers who
contribute to the lake’s pollution. Farmers already have challenged the vote, and Pelanda
said she expects the issue to be
tied up in litigation for years.
“It’s certainly something that I
want farmers to be aware of and
to understand their rights, their
defenses and their protections,”
Pelanda said. “I would say to
farmers that you really want
to look into the benefits of soil
testing, nutrient management
plans and agricultural districts,
not only for our own personal
benefits but also to protect us
against such claims.”
Jill Smith, the Ohio Farm
Bureau’s organization director
for Auglaize, Logan, Mercer and
Shelby counties, said officials
have made strides in improving
water quality at Grand Lake St.
Marys, but long-term solutions
are required.
“The efforts that have been
made in the watershed have
been commendable,” Smith

said. “We have made great
strides. We’re actually seeing
results as we go forward. And I
think we as the agriculture community and the soil and water
district here and those that are
working on this problem need to
be commended for what they’re
doing.”
Pelanda also said changes
won’t happen overnight and that
each watershed needs its own
solutions based on the needs
and desires of the communities.
“These issues are hard.
They’re human relationship
issues. They’re not just data
issues. And it’s all about not
pointing the finger at each other
but working together. Everyone
has an interest in water quality
for this county,” Pelanda said.
“We are all part of this together,
and we need to come together
to work together on these solutions.”
DeWine is committed to
improving water quality in Ohio
and at Grand Lake St. Marys in
particular, Pelanda said.
“The best news is that we
have a governor who is a
farmer, who called me yesterday
through his administration and
said, ‘I want information about
Grand Lake St. Marys.’ He was
very specific in his questions,”
she said. “He’s on it, he understands it, and he’s here to make
a difference.”
Kyle Shaner may be reached at 937569-4316. Follow me on Twitter @
KShanerAdvocate or get updates on
Facebook by searching Darke County Sports
or Advocate 360. For more features online go
to dailyadvocate.com.

Ag speaker series features hops farmers
By Christopher Selmek

cselmek@aimmediamidwest.com

URBANA — Nick and
Mallory Zachrich spoke to a
small crowd about their hops
farming experience at the
Champaign County Community
Center, March 7, as part of the
Champaign County Agricultural
Association’s winter speaker
series. The Zachriches explained
how they began growing hops for
beer brewing in the summer of
2017 as a long-term investment
and a way to teach their children
about agriculture.
“During the flowering stage
the females produce burrs, and
then those burrs will produce
cones, so all of our plants are
females only because they are
producing those cones that we
want, so it’s a good thing I’m not
a jealous lady because he’s out
there with thousands of ladies
daily,” said Mallory, who teaches
agriculture at Urbana High
School.
“We looked at a lot of different
ways people were doing it before
we decided how we were going
to do it,” said Nick, who works
for The Ohio State University’s
College of Food, Agricultural,
and Environmental Sciences.
“The biggest things were how
to set up our trellis. Did we
need irrigation? Did we need
to be able to spray some way?

Christopher Selmek | Urbana Daily Citizen

Nick and Mallory Zachrich, the owners of the Zachrich Hop Yard, present slides before a small group as part of the Champaign County Agricultural Association’s winter
speaker series.

And then afterwards it’s not just
growing the hops themselves,
you have to be able to put them
in a manner that can be sold to a
brewer. So most of the marketing
and hops is direct marketing to
brewers, whether they be home
brewers or craft breweries or
larger breweries. So we decided
we were going to partner with
some people who already have
some of that equipment. What
we need to do is dry our hops

after they are harvested, and
then we take them to somebody
else to get them processed in the
way we need to market them to a
brewer.”
The Zachriches said that local
hops growers are not competitive
and have become involved in
the Ohio Hops Growers Guild.
They also said that because
hops are a perennial crop they
would probably outlast the
30-year lifespan of their trellises.

The most important decision
they faced was the variety of
hops they grew, finally settling
on a mixture of Centennial,
Zeus, Maguum, Willamette and
Cashmere hops.
They answered questions
from the audience and offered
guidance to any potential hops
growers in the area. They can
be reached through the Zachrich
Hop Yard Facebook page.
The Champaign County

Agricultural Association holds
meetings 11 a.m.-noon on the
first Thursday of every month,
which sometimes includes an
educational presentation. No
speaker has yet been determined
for the next event on April 4. For
more information, contact The
Ohio State University extension
office at 937-484-1526.
Christopher Selmek can be reached at
937-508-2304
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State directors visit Global Impact STEM
Academy to celebrate National Ag Day
Submitted article

game changers in our
environment.”
SPRINGFIELD —
Students rotated
Ohio Department of
through different
Agriculture (ODA)
activities during the day,
Director Dorothy
led by the Global Impact
Pelanda, Ohio
FFA executive officers
Department of Natural
and other class officers,
Resources (ODNR)
including an indoor
Director Mary Mertz
stream assessment, soil
and Ohio Environmental compaction experiment,
Protection Agency (Ohio high oleic donut
EPA) Director Laurie
sensory lab and more.
Stevenson celebrated
Many of the activities
National Agriculture
were based on labs the
Day with 7th-12th grade school’s teachers have
students at Global
developed for the Ohio
Impact STEM Academy, Corn & Wheat Growers
March 14.
Association, Ohio
“Our students and
Soybean Council and
teachers planned a day
GrowNextGen.
full of experiments and
“One of the things I
hands-on activities
was impressed by was
that explore topics
their ability to look
pertinent to Ohio’s
forward into the future
agriculture industry,
and anticipating what
like water quality and
some of our challenges
bioproducts,” said Josh
are going to be,” said
Jennings, the school’s
Ohio EPA Director
founding director. “The
Laurie Stevenson.
students are focused
School-wide activities
on more than standard
related to agriculture
classroom activities.
aren’t out of the norm
They work on innovative at Global Impact.
ideas and solutions that Currently, students are
have the potential to be
also working on the

Ohio STEM Learning
Network Design
Challenge, which
entails designing and
prototyping solutions
to food security, as
well as a sustainable
development project
that addresses goals
outlined by the United
Nations’ 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable
Development.
The Global Impact
STEM Academy is the
first STEM school of
its kind in the nation
and focuses on careerreadiness and preparing
Ohio students for jobs in
the fields of biosciences,
like food and agriculture,
environmental studies,
health care and energy.
With a mastery
curriculum focused
on real-world, handson projects that foster
student excellence,
Global Impact is located
in the Springfield Center
of Innovation: The
Dome in Springfield,
Ohio. Learn more at
globalimpactacademy.
org.

Submitted photos

Ohio Department of Agriculture Director Dorothy Pelanda celebrating National Agriculture Day with
7th-12th grade students at Global Impact STEM Academy in Springfield, Ohio. Global Impact is the first
STEM school of its kind in the nation, focusing on career-readiness and preparing Ohio students for jobs
in the fields of biosciences, like food and agriculture, environmental studies, healthcare and energy.

Ohio Environmental Protection Agency Director
Laurie Stevenson with students during the Global
Impact STEM Academy in Springfield, Ohio.

Ohio Department of Natural Resources Director
Mary Mertz with students during the Global
Impact STEM Academy in Springfield, Ohio.

ODA announces new Western Lake Erie Basin Assistance Programs
Ohio Department of
Agriculture news release

Ohio.
“Water quality is
a top priority of our
REYNOLDSBURG
administration,” said
– Ohio Department
Governor Mike DeWine.
of Agriculture (ODA)
“Roughly three million
Director Dorothy Pelanda
Ohioans rely on Lake Erie
announced new assistance for their drinking water.
programs for producers
These programs are a good
in the Western Lake
step toward promoting
Erie Basin funded by the
better water quality, and
passage of Ohio Senate Bill more will come.”
299.
At the 2019 Ohio
Signed in 2018, Ohio
Federation of Soil and
Senate Bill 299 provided
Water Conservation
$23.5 million for soil
Districts Annual Meeting,
and water conservation
Feb. 26, Director Pelanda
districts (SWCD) located
announced plans for the
in the Western Lake
remaining $20 million, to
Erie Basin (WLEB) for
be spread across three new
nutrient management
assistance programs:
programs. ODA has already
The Ohio Working Lands
distributed $3.5 million to
Program will encourage
24 SWCDs in Northwest
producers to establish

year-round vegetative
cover on eligible crop
land. The program will
promote the conversion,
establishment and
maintenance of forage/hay
land on certain cropland
acres. Also, there will be
a new incentive payment
to encourage producers to
re-enroll acreage through
the Lake Erie Conservation
Reserve Enhancement
Program. This will help
reach the 67,000 acre goal
and increase conservation
efforts.
The Voluntary Nutrient
Management Plan
Development Program
will be a partnership with
the Ohio Agribusiness
Association, in which
producers are reimbursed

for soil testing and nutrient
management plans. This
would help to ensure the
4R principles are put into
place. The 4R concept
incorporates the: Right
fertilizer source at the
Right rate, at the Right
time and in the Right
place.
The Cost Share and
Equipment Buy Down
Program will provide
producers with funds to
purchase technological
improvements to
agricultural land,
equipment and structures
to reduce nutrient loss.
“This $20 million
suite of practices will go
a long way toward our
clean water initiatives
and helping us set the

tone for water quality
efforts statewide,” said
Pelanda. “Our agency looks
forward to working with
producers to implement
meaningful programs that
make progress toward our
common goals of soil and
water conservation.”
“Ohio’s farmers are
committed to doing their
part to keep nutrients
on our fields and out
of our water and these
programs will help us do
that,” said Kris Swartz,
Past President of the
Ohio Federation of Soil
and Water Conservation
Districts and Northwest
Ohio farmer. “I’m confident
interest for these programs
will be strong and I know
our soil and water districts

are ready to put them into
practice.”
“Our members
understand how important
our role is helping farmers
practice proper nutrient
stewardship and the
4R’s,” said Chris Henney,
President and CEO of
the Ohio Agribusiness
Association. “We’re
excited to be part of these
programs and stand ready
to help Northwest Ohio
farmers.”
Producers located in the
Western Lake Erie Basin
are encouraged to contact
their local soil and water
conservation district office
to learn more and sign up
for these new programs.

Farming

met their father at The
Ohio State University.
Lee and Brandon’s
father farmed with his
own father and started the
Turner family farm business in the early 1990s.
From then until 2017 they
grew popcorn and soybeans. According to Lee,
the demand for popcorn
dwindled and so they
switched to growing corn
and soybeans. “We’d like
to get back into popcorn
again some day,” said Lee.
The largest part of the

Turner family business is
custom spraying applications. In addition to this
and growing crops, they
also offer full-service lawn
care, snow removal, grain
hauling and some fertilizer application. Brandon
works more with the
sprayers during planting
season, while Lee works
the fields with their father.
But during harvest season, everyone helps.
“We actually have a
young staff,” referring
to their two full-time

employees who are both in
their twenties. They also
employ some part-time
seasonal help. “It’s always
good to hire young people
and get them involved. It
just adds another thing
that we like to do,” said
Lee.
“I’ve always liked rural
community…and we’ve
always enjoyed helping out
area farmers and try to be
involved in the community,” said Lee, explaining
that he has been on the
Auglaize County Farm

Bureau board for two
years and this year he
joined the Auglaize Soil
and Water Conservation
District board.
Lee said that “you
always want to be good
stewards of the land and
keep it there for the next
generation.”
The brothers also said
that they are ready for
planting season. “There’s
always optimism in the
new year,” said Lee, adding that he “hopes for the
best.”

both college alumni of
Wilmington College. Lee
graduated with a degree
From Page 1
in agronomy and a minor
in agricultural business in
back you up,” said Bran2016, and Brandon gradudon. “It’s not easy as far as ated with an agricultural
financing.”
business degree in 2017.
But Lee said hard work Both brothers attended
pays off and, “If you conWaynesfield Goshen,
tinue to show people and where they played football
the community you’re
and showed livestock. Lee
interested [in farming],
and Brandon’s father was
that goes a long way.
an agriculture teacher.
More than what a guy
Their mother is from
thinks.”
Michigan and did not
Lee and Brandon are
grow up on a farm. She
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Cover Crop, everybody speaks beer
Celebrating OFB’s centennial beer
By Amanda Rockhold

arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com

URBANA — If you’re
a beer drinker, you may
have seen North High
Brewing Company’s craft
beer, Cover Crop, in your
local grocery store. This
beer was not only the
official beer for the Ohio
Farm Bureau Federation’s
100th anniversary, but its
ingredients are grown by
Ohio farmers. The hops
used for the beer come
from five Ohio hopyards,
one of them being Zachrich Hop Yard & Farm
in Mechanicsburg, about
20 minutes southeast of
Urbana.
Nick and Mallory Zachrich of Zachrich Hop Yard
worked with Champaign
County Farm Bureau to
host the Cover Crop from
Field to Pint event at Lincoln & Main gastropub in
Urbana on March 26. Representatives from North
High, Zachrich Hop Yard,
Ohio Farm Bureau, Rustic
Brew Farm in Marysville
and others attended the
event.
“(Cover Crop) is not
hoppy, not malty, just
beer,” said Jason McKibben, brewmaster and
partner of North High
Brewing Company (North
High) of Columbus. “We
wanted to make it as

approachable as possible.”
He added that North High
chose to use the Centennial hop variety for Cover
Crop because of Ohio
Farm Bureau’s (OFB)
100th anniversary and it
also has a “floral, delicate
aroma but can be strong,”
depending on how it’s
brewed.
Mallory said that this
event was intended to promote the beer locally and
“Urbana is a good location,” where Cover Crop
can be found on tap at Lincoln & Main. North High’s
Cover Crop beer is sold in
all 88 Ohio counties.
McKibben said that at
North High they also have
hops varieties including
Cashmere, a newer type,
and Comet, a rediscovered
variety. On one-and-onefourth of an acre the
Zachriches grow six hops
varieties on their farm,
including Cascade, Centennial, Zeus, Cashmere,
Willamette and Magnum.
They started growing
hops almost three years
ago in June 2017.
Another vital ingredient
North High needs to brew
beer is grain, or malted
barley. Two-thirds of the
grain North High uses
for their beer comes from
Rustic Brew Farm (Rustic Brew) in Marysville,
where owner Matt Cun-

ningham grows 130 acres
of barley, which is malted
after harvest to prepare it
for brewing. Cunningham
is a fourth generation
farmer in Marysville. He
and his family also grow
corn and soybeans in addition to some hops. They
started growing and malting barley in 2014.
Adam Carney, director
of membership sales for
the Ohio Farm Bureau
Federation, said that this
is a great story to tell and
“it’s been a perfect storm.”
He was the initial OFB
lead working with North
High and the other organizations to develop Cover
Crop as the official OFB
centennial beer.
Both McKibben and
Carney alluded to the idea
of seeing the full circle of
the brewing process from
working with the malt and
hops producers. Hops and
malted barley are both
cover crops. A cover crop
is grown for the protection
and enrichment of the soil,
including soil erosion, soil
fertility, soil quality, water,
weeds, pests, diseases,
biodiversity and wildlife
in an agroecosystem. The
cover crop helps clean the
water, which is then used
to brew the beer.
“It’s poetic,” said McKibben. “It gives me a good
feeling about what we’re
doing.”
Cunningham said
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From left are Adam Carney, director of membership sales for the Ohio Farm Bureau Federation; Matt
Cunningham, owner of Rustic Brew Farm in Marysville; Nick and Mallory Zachrich of Zachrich Hop Yard
in Mechanicsburg; Kelsey Stief; and Jason McKibben, Brewmaster and partner of North High Brewing
Company in Columbus.

that these partnerships
between OFB, Zachrich
Hop Yard and Rustic
Brew are bridging the gap
between urban and rural
communities. “Everybody
speaks beer,” said Cunningham.
Mallory added that
establishing such partnerships “speaks volumes for
the agricultural community … We all pull together
and help each other.”
McKibben said he
North High Brewing Company’s Cover Crop beer was the official
appreciates that he has

beer of the Ohio Farm Bureau’s Federation centennial celebration

See BEER | 8 this year.

Ohio Farm Bureau Foundation appoints new leaders
Ohio Farm Bureau news
release

WE’RE AT YOUR SERVICE
The guide to quality goods and
services that fit your rural lifestyle!

OH-70116334
OH-70097767

Courtesy Ohio Farm Bureau

Left to right: Ohio Farm Bureau Foundation Executive Director Chris Baker; Tara Durbin, senior vice president of financial services at Farm
Credit Mid-America; OFBF Senior Vice President Keith Stimpert; Cy Prettyman; Lane Osswald; Heather Thiltgen; OFBF General Counsel Chad
Endsley; Wayne Smith; Bobby Moser, retired dean of The Ohio State University’s CFAES; Jane Scott, president and CEO of the Columbus
Metropolitan Club; Annalies Corbin, president and CEO of the PAST Foundation; Rose Vargo-McFarland, attorney at Steely Law Office; Doug
Miller; Jennifer Roundtree, foundation program specialist; Dan Durheim, associate vice president of Nationwide Sponsor Relations. Not
pictured are board members Angela Cauley, CEO of Coalescence LLC, and Mike Townsley, president and CEO of Bob Evans Farms Foods Inc.

Harrison of Harrison Farm.
The board also elected
three board officers.
COLUMBUS – Ohio
Heather Thiltgen, senior
Farm Bureau Foundation
vice president of strategic
recently added two new
markets at Medical Mutual,
board members and elected was named president; Wade
officers of the 15-member
Smith, owner of Whiteboard, which oversees the
house Specialty Crops
charitable, nonprofit orgawas named vice president;
nization.
and Cy Prettyman, owner
New to the board are
of Prettyman Farms, was
Doug Miller, vice president named treasurer.
of statewide services for
Founded in 1985, Ohio
Ohio Rural Electric CoopFarm Bureau Foundation
eratives, Inc., and Lane Oss- is a 501(c) (3) charitable,
wald, who farms with his
nonprofit organization.The
father and brothers in Prefoundation funds programble County and is currently ming in four priority areas:
serving his third term as an cultivating an interest in
Ohio Farm Bureau trustee. agriculture, investing in
They replace Lisa McClure, tomorrow’s leaders, driving
executive director of the
economic growth and proPaulding County Area
moting environmental stewFoundation, and Katherine ardship and conservation.
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Capitol

with the tariffs. I don’t like
them, but we have to do
what we have to do,” said
From Page 1
Mescher.
Latta and the Farm
was very receptive. He
Bureau members who met
listened to all of us. Unfor- with him talked about
tunately, he had a vote but broadband, saying that,
that’s his job,” referring
“It would be nice to use all
to Latta having to end the
that technology,” referring
meeting to vote.
to the farmers who do not
“I spoke a little bit on
have fast enough internet
water quality. I’ve been
connection to use farm
dealing with that for a long machinery that depends
time,” said Mescher, who
on high tech internet conis in the Grand Lake water- nection.
shed, which he said was an
Obtaining more access
issue “way before” the Lake to broadband technoloErie situation. “The Lake
gies and higher speed
Erie situation is kind of like internet for rural areas is
a slap in the face to me,”
one of OFB’s top priorireferring to the Lake Erie
ties for Ohio. Along with
Bill of Rights (LEBOR),
that, OFB advocates for
which Mescher said he
the nation’s infrastructure,
“very much” disagrees
such as roads, bridges,
with. “But not being a citi- locks and dams, ports and
zen of Toledo, I really don’t waterway systems.
have a say so.”
During the congres“[LEBOR] has given
sional meeting, Ronald
people the right to just
Wilker, an egg farmer in
legislate things that will
Auglaize County, asked
put agriculture or other
Dilley, “Why can’t we have
business out of business.
a law passed for supply
Especially when these
and demand,” regarding
same people are not playanimal regulations and proing by the same rules,”
ducing caged chicken eggs
he added. Mescher asked
versus cage-free chicken
Latta if he thought LEBOR
eggs. “Let supply and
and the water quality law
demand equalize,” Wilker
suits were unconstitutional.
added.
Latta said that he doesn’t
see how it stands up consti- Breakfast with the senators
The attendees had
tutionally.
breakfast U.S. Sen. Sher“I also am very concerned about trade. I agree rod Brown (D-OH) on

Wed., March 13 and U.S.
Sen. Rob Portman (R-OH)
on Thurs., March 14. Both
senators talked about their
agricultural concerns,
some including broadband,
trade and the division of
the U.S.
“[This is] a troubling
time in our country right
now,” said Brown. “Jobs
have moved overseas,
while the opioid epidemic
has moved in. Farm bankruptcies are up. Prices are
low while input costs are
high. It’s almost impossible
to make a living without
off-farm income.”
Portman agreed and
said, “Prices aren’t good,
weather is tough and
things are tough in the
farm economy.”
“Rural communities are
often ignored by state and
federal government,” said
Brown, emphasizing that
Ohio should be recognized
as an “Ag state.”
Brown told the group
about a recent trip he took
to Iowa. “We went to a
lot of smaller places, we
didn’t spend a lot of time
in Des Moines. I heard a
lot of the same concerns in
Iowa that I hear from Ohio
farmers. But maybe the
biggest takeaway I heard
was that just like in Ohio,
these small towns feel
overlooked and ignored,”
said Brown.

Portman said that his
biggest concern is trade,
adding that he has learned
a lot about agriculture
while working on trade
issues. “Trade and agriculture are so close,” said
Portman.
“We know that more
needs to be done to
increase access to broadband in rural Ohio, so we
included a 14-fold increase
in funding,” said Brown,
referring to the Farm Bill.
“It’s only with this level
of federal investment that
we can ensure that small
businesses, farm families,
and students have access
to high speed internet.
None of this would have
been possible without your
input.”
“This country is divided
now,” said Brown, telling
the group that they need to
“keep the pressure on us…
Tweets and name calling
distract us.”

Nature

patches of flowers and
floral shapes, in addition
to three blooms per year,
provide food year round.
She also suggested having an unmowed area
with a few sticks and
bare soil “because our
native bees need this to
overwinterize, as well as
butterflies.”
Byrd shared a story
about a woman who
sprayed her plants
because there were
worms eating the plant.
She later found out
that those worms were
cattepillars. Byrd suggested “changing what
our expectations of what
beauty [is] in the garden,” referring to the catepillars eating plants.
Byrd talked about a

working project to use
the land beneath powerlines as habitats for pollinators. She said that an
abundance of plants can
act as a “robust forcefield
against trees growing”
and interfering with the
powerlines.
“Pollinators will continue to decline without floral resources and shelter,”
said Byrd, adding that
the decline of pollinators
is grim and a crisis. “We
can save them. We just
need to provide them
with the resources.”
Byrd said that the first
one to three years of a
native and sustainable
ecosystem are important
and suggests only mowing once per year to help
the native plants grow
and establish roots, while
“knocking off the heads
of the undesirables,”
referring to the invasive
species.
Located in Newark,
OH, Dawes Arboretum
(Dawes) is a nonprofit
that includes nearly
2,000 acres of plant collections, gardens and
natural areas, in addition to approximately 12
miles of hiking trails and
roadways for a four-mile
driving tour. For more
information about Dawes
visit: www.dawesarb.org.
The Dawes Arboretum
will host its annual Ohio
Sustainable Landscapes
Symposium Aug. 10,
2019. Stay tuned for
more details at www.
dawesarb.org/learn/

“know your rights, share
your plan, highlight
savings, and get your
From Page 1
neighbor’s buy-in.” Learn
about your rights with
at www.oipc.info.
the Homeowners Associa“I am not exclusively
tion.
interested in having only
“If you have a ton
natives in the landscape; of weeds, you probjust not invasive,” said
ably don’t have enough
Byrd. She walked the
plants,” said Byrd, adding
group through various
that “planting en masse
options for choosing
(in a group or all togethwhich native plants to
er) is visually striking.”
use to replace invasive
Byrd also said that edges
species. She also suggest- are essential in improved people interested to
ing the visual appeal of a
read “Planting in a Post- landscape.
Wild World” by Thomas
She advised that one
Rainer and Claudia West. should be aware of what
There are challenges
kinds of plants provide
with creating native land- food for pollinators and
scapes, such as neighbors other wildlife, such as
and others in the combees, birds and butterflies. She said large
munity. Byrd suggested,
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Left to right on the couch, Gene Daniel, Seneca County Farm
Bureau president; Seth Middleton, Shelby County Farm Bureau
president; John Hafer, Marion County Farm Bureau president; and
Gary Mescher, Mercer County Farm Bureau president. They spoke
to Jared Dilley, in place of Representative Jim Jordan of Ohio’s 4th
congressional district, during the group’s congressional meeting at
the 73rd Ohio County Farm Bureau Presidents’ Trip to Washington,
D.C, March 14.

However, Brown said that
“the tax cut went to no
one in this room but to the
one percent,” said Brown,
speaking to the group during his breakfast.
Climate change and taxes
During a media interAlthough Portman and
view before his breakfast,
Brown work on several
Brown told reporters that
Ohio agricultural issues
anyone who continues to
together, they have some
deny climate change should
different viewpoints on
be “embarrassed.”
issues, such as taxes and
“I just don’t think there
climate change.
are two sides to the issue
Portman said that he
of climate change,” Brown
talked to some small busi- said. “The facts are facts,
nesses benefiting from a
and climate change is real…
little bit of a tax break from And it’s not really a politithe Tax Cuts and Jobs Act cal thing. It’s a fact thing.”
passed at the end of 2017.
In contrast, Portman said

during his breakfast that
“the science is uncertain
on climate change, let’s be
honest,” said Portman. “Do
we have a role to play, yes,
I think we do, but you can’t
say that it’s just people.”
Although Brown did not
advocate the New Green
Deal, Portman said that it
is “outlandish” and “just
doesn’t make sense.”
Portman added, “[There
are] absolutely things we
can do to reduce emissions,” but “we should do it
in a way that’s pro growth,
pro jobs, pro farmer. It
doesn’t have to be either/
or.”

Amanda Rockhold | Rural Life Today

Shana Byrd, Director of Land Conservation, Dawes Arboretum
speaking about “Making Wild Look Wonderful In Your Garden” at
the Allen County Master Gardeners’ 20th annual “Art of Gardening”
seminar in Lima, March 16.

special-events.
Rare plants
Adding rare plants
to a landscape is also a
possibility, according to
Scott Beuerlein, Horticulturist, Cincinnati Zoo
and Botanical Garden,
who spoke at the Art
of Gardening seminar.
Beuerlein had the attendees laughing throughout
his speech, setting the
expectation of audience
participation.
Beuerlein took the
audience through more
than 60 different kinds of
rare species of plants and
trees. He explained that
rare plants can be found
at local garden centers in
the off season; mail-order
nurseries; mail-order
seed suppliers; botanical
garden plant sales; private plant sales; propogation, and swapping with
other gardeners.

“I wouldn’t fill my
entire garden with rare
plants,” said Beuerlein,
explaining that you might
not be sure what they
are going to do or if it
will work with your landscape. “They’re fun to
dabble in, but don’t base
your entire garden on
them.”
He then mentioned that
the Cincinnati Zoo and
Botanical Garden will
be hosting the Plant Trials Day Symposium on
Aug. 19 and the Native
Plant Symposium on Nov.
9. Stay tuned for more
information at www.cincinnatizoo.org/events.
Next month: Carol
Mundy, naturalist,
speaker and writer, and
Jacqueline Kowalski,
Summit County ANR
educator, and their topics
at the Art of Gardening
seminar.
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Not just hungry to receive, hungry to give
Swendenborg Scholar visits UU, shares about garden sanctuary
By Amanda Rockhold

arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com

URBANA — According to Reverend Anna
Woofenden, everyone has
something to offer to feed
other people. In a gated
lot between two buildings
in San Pedro, CA, there
are people being “fed in
body, mind and spirit” at an
urban garden sanctuary.
Swedenborg Scholar and
Reverend Anna Woofenden
visited Urbana University’s
campus to talk about “Food
and Faith: Conversations
from the Soil and Around
the Table” and “Urban
Gardening and Community
Engagement” on March
28. Every year, Urbana
University (UU) hosts a
scholar to campus who
has done research related
to Swedenborgianism, the
religion upon which UU
was founded. Woofenden is
the founder of The Garden
Church and Feed and Be
Fed Farm in Los Angeles,
CA. She also co-hosts the
Food and Faith Podcast
(foodandfaithpodcast.org).
According to The Garden Church’s website, “The
Garden Church is re-imagining church as an interconnected organism, worshiping, loving and serving
together as we transform a
plot of land into a vibrant
urban garden.”
The Church Garden is
a 500-by-1,500-foot space

Medical
From Page 2

Degree in criminal justice from The University
of Toledo in 2007.
Kevin Griffith is an
office managing shareholder with Littler Mendelson P.C. where he
practices primarily in the
areas of business competition litigation and
employment litigation.
He has defended hundreds of employment discrimination and wrongful termination cases,
including several seminal
cases before the Ohio
Supreme Court, and is
a frequent lecturer on
employment and labor
law. Griffith received his
undergraduate degree
from the University of
Notre Dame and his law
degree from Notre Dame
Law School.
This “Law You Can Use” consumer
legal information column was
provided by the Ohio State Bar
Association (OSBA). Articles
appearing in this column are
intended to provide broad,
general information about the
law. This article is not intended to
be legal advice. Before applying
this information to a specific
legal problem, readers are urged
to seek advice from a licensed
attorney.

that started as an empty lot
in San Pedro. Now it serves
as an active worshipping
sanctuary for its community, as well as a vegetable,
fruit, herb and flower garden. At the garden, people
of the church and community grow more than 30
types of vegetables, about
15 types of flowers, about
10 types of herbs, and a few
types of fruits.
Reverend Dr. Amanda
Adams Riley, on The
Garden Church’s Pastoral
Team, said that on an average week, “we have 200
people through our gates.
Some are just curious,
some are regular church or
volunteer people.”
Woofenden described
the people of the garden as
“not just hungry to receive
but hungry to give.”
Why start an urban
garden sanctuary?
Woofenden said that people are “disconnected from
food, the earth, each other
and God.” The Garden
Church interconnects all
of those aspects. For about
eight months, Woofenden,
along with others, conducted a needs assessment
for the community of San
Pedro, which she said was
“very informative for what
we began to develop.” She
began this study when she
moved out to Los Angeles
in 2014 to “start a church
that connected people with

“Within our gates all
people are seen with
human dignity.”

- Rev. Anna Woofenden

food, the earth, each other,
and God…”
Woofenden said that the
area of San Pedro “had a
reputation of being a rough
part of town,” and so she
said “that’s exactly where
we need to put it.” Woofenden and her group even
mapped out a 20-by-10
block radius of the community to determine where to
put the garden.
She said that the garden
provides a place to belong
and gives a sense of ownership to un-housed people
of the community. “For
some, being able to garden
was a gift to them,” she
said, adding that it helped
them to trust other people
and to build relationships.
“The biggest divide [in the
community] is housed and
un-housed.”
All of the food grown in
The Church Garden goes
back into the community
in some way, whether used
in the weekly Sunday community meal, sold at the
farm stand for “pay what
you can, take what you
need,” or sold at a nearby
restaurant to offset costs of
the garden.
“I’ve always had a deep
interest in how food brings

Amanda Rockhold | Rural Life Today

Left to right: Betsy Coffman, Urbana University campus chaplain;
Anna Woofenden, Swedenborgianism scholar; and Samantha KappWilliamson, director of library at Urbana University. Williamson
and Coffman organized for Woofenden to visit campus on March
27 and 28 as this year’s UU Swedenborgianism scholar.

us together and how it can
divide us,” said Woofenden. “Food and church
have always gone together,
that’s nothing new.” But
she said she hoped that
The Church Garden would
help “break down barriers
between class…and bring
people together across
those divides.”
There is very little crime
at The Church Garden,
and Woofenden said that
it might be because it
belongs to the community
itself.
“Within our gates all
people are seen with
human dignity,” said
Woofenden. “We are
created to be of service
together,” explaining that
“liturgy” means the work
of the people and some

have added, “for the common good.”
Woofenden said that
there are a lot of children
involved with the garden.
She took an informal poll,
asking children if they
have ever planted a seed
before. She said that about
4 in 5 children had never.
“When children grew
their own food, they were
willing to eat it,” said
Woofenden.
The Church Garden is
of the Swedenborg Church
of North America. But
Woofenden said that you
don’t have to be a Swedenborgian to attend or help
out at The Church Garden,
which also welcomes the
LGBTQ community.
For more information
visit: gardenchurchsp.org.

Foster receives Friend of Expo award
Submitted Story

COLUMBUS — The
Ohio Cattlemen’s Association (OCA) awarded
Joe Foster of Plain City
the Friend of the Expo
Award at the Ohio Beef
Expo, held March 14-17
at the Ohio Expo Center.
Each year, volunteers
spend many hours
ensuring the success
of the Ohio Beef Expo.
To show OCA’s sincere
appreciation for those
who have dedicated
themselves over the
years, the Ohio Cattlemen’s Association and
the Ohio Beef Expo
planning committee
developed the “Friends
of the Expo” award.
Each year, this award is
presented to individuals who have contributed to the success of
the Expo for the past
32 years. Since its
inception in 2002, 45
individuals or organizations have received this
award. In 2019, this
award was presented
to Joe Foster and C.J.
Brown.
Foster has been heav-

ily involved with the
Ohio Beef Expo since
close to the beginning
of the annual event.
Many years ago, Foster was encouraged by
a past Friend of the
Expo award winner to
become more active
with the Expo and with
OCA. Foster took that
advice and ran with it.
He eventually found
himself on the trade
show committee, where
he is now the assistant
chair.
“Joe’s efforts to communicate with trade
show exhibitors both
during the Expo and
year-round are a testimony to his investment
in the success of the
Ohio Beef Expo’s trade
show. He goes above
and beyond to accommodate exhibitors
during the show. His
personal investment in
the industry, along with
the Expo, are second-tonone,” said Stephanie
Sindel, OCA Director
of Member Services &
Youth Programs and
Ohio Beef Expo trade
show coordinator.
Foster says the Expo

Submitted Photo | Ohio Cattlemen’s Association

Joe Foster was honored at the 2019 Ohio Beef Expo.

has grown tremendously
since he first attended,
and notes it continues
to get bigger and better every year because
of the people involved.
Every year he looks
forward to seeing all
the aspects of the cattle
industry in one spot
– live cattle, genetics,
equipment, supplies
and additives. Foster
is thankful for all those
who help put in the time
and effort into making
the show happen. “Every
year we panic on Tuesday, and every Sunday it

seems like it went off
without a hitch,” said
Foster.
Foster began showing cattle at the Columbiana County Fair in
the 1970s and 1980s
and now raises a small
herd near Plain City,
with his wife, Debbie, and their children
Luke, Brooke and Morgan. Foster is a district
sales manager with
Quality Liquid Feeds,
primarily overseeing
sales in Ohio, southern
Indiana, West Virginia
and Virginia.
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Easter
From Page 2

staple in Ohio agriculture.
It states that egg production is responsible for the
creation of 12,503 jobs
and results in $438 million in annual earnings.
And all of that comes from
the 33 million hens laying
throughout the state.
And just one of the
many farms across the
state producing those
eggs is Prairie Star Farms
in Darke County.
Leah Knapke, with
the Prairie Star Farms,
described how the eggs
travel from the hens to the
stores.
“Once a chicken lays
an egg, it gets carried on
conveyor belts through
the egg process,” Knapke
said, adding that chickens
lay around five to six eggs
per week. “So a little less
than one per day.”
Next, she said, “Eggs
are washed, graded for
size and quality, and then
separated by a machine to
be packed into whatever
the end product will be.
There are on-site USDA
inspectors who grade the
eggs to ensure safe, quality and fresh eggs.”
IncredibleEgg.org offers
additional insight into
egg quality control. Eggs
go through a process
called “candling,” which
means that they are held
up to a light source and
inspected. Since the shells
are translucent, the eggs’
interiors can be inspected
for quality without actually breaking the shell.
Knapke explained
that after an egg is in its
proper packaging, it is
“brought to a large cooler
that must be maintained
at a specific temperature
to keep the eggs fresh.”
“From there, refrigerated trucks pick up the
eggs and deliver them to
their final destination,”
she said.
But this time of the
year, eggs take on a special, magical quality —
after all, what else would
the Easter Bunny hide?
Knapke offered this
advice when it comes to
getting eggs ready for
the holiday. “The fresher
an egg, the harder it is
to peel after it is boiled/
dyed,” she said. “The
ideal age for hard boiling
is between seven and 10
days old.”
But making the perfect
eggs for Easter all starts
on the farm.
“Egg farming is much
more complex than most
people understand,”
Knapke said. “But in the
end, an egg is an egg.”
And those eggs, whether for breakfast or for holiday fun, have safely found
their place in the Buckeye
State.
To learn more about
egg production, visit
www.ohiopoultry.org or
www.incredibleegg.org.
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Fogle, Isler and Link honored by Ohio Pork Council
By Dorothy J. Countryman
dcountryman@aimmediamidwest.
com

COLUMBUS — The
Ohio Pork Council
presented awards to Rick
Fogle, Nathan Isler and
Carl Link during the
Ohio Pork Congress, Feb.
13, in Columbus. Awards
were presented by
Council President Dave
Shoup.
The 2019 Ohio Pork
Industry Excellence
Award went to Fogle,
who farms in Marion.
In fall/winter of 1967,
Fogle’s grandparents
purchased a bred Duroc
gilt. As time passed, and
Fogle acquired more gilts
and more showman’s
skills, he became more
and more involved with
both the Duroc breed and
the business of raising
hogs.
In the spring of 1972
he purchased a top Duroc
for only $140. This
gilt became the Grand
Champion Duroc gilt
at the Ohio State Fair.
In 2000, Fogle added
Yorks to his operation
and had the Champion
Yorkshire boar at the
Ohio State Fair. The next
year, he partnered with
John Graber to purchase
“Cicada,” a Hampshire
gilt, for $6,500. Cicada
went on to mother a

Nathan Isler, right, receives the Swine Manager of the Year award
from Ohio Pork Council President Dave Shoup.
Photos submitted by Meghann Winters | Ohio Pork Council

Rick Fogle (center) received the Pork Industry Excellence award at the Ohio Pork Congress. Celebrating
with him are family members: left to right, Jenna Siegel, JoAnn Fogle, Katie Siegel and Levi Criswell.

string of champions.
Cicada was not the only
super mom to come to
the Fogle farm. She was
followed by a Spotted
gilt the Fogles purchased
during the World Pork
Expo. There are still
Spots on the farm
who descend from her.
The Fogles have also
added some Chesters
and Landrace to their
operation.
In 2002, Fogle was one
of the earliest producers
inducted to the Ohio
Showpig Hall of Fame,
and in 2012 he was

elected to the Ohio State
Fair Swine Hall of Fame
as well. He is a dedicated
supporter of 4-H and
FFA, and has devoted
himself to breeding
the best hogs possible
and helping young
people have success in
agriculture.
Fogle’s award was
sponsored by Elanco
Animal Health.
The Council named
Nathan Isler of Isler
Genetics Swine
Manager of the Year
2019. Working with
his brothers, Dave and
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Dairy farms
Eggs are an significant part of Ohio’s economy.
Ohio is home to about 2,200 dairy farms, with the average herd size about 118 cows
Here are some Ohio egg facts.
farm.
Enjoy
these
facts
Ohio
dairy farms.
•per
Ohio
has
more
than
30about
million
laying
chickens and 10 million pullets,
• Ohio
ranks
11th
in
milk
production,
producing
which are hens less than one year old. 5.59 billion pounds or 650
of milk annually. egg producing state in the nation.
•million
Ohio gallons
is the second-largest
Ohio there
are aboutproduce
261,000 dairy
9.3 million
cows with
•• In
Ohio’s
egg farmers
morecows,
thanand
8 billion
eggsdairy
annually,
an estimated annual retail value of more than $574 million.
nationwide.
•• 97%
A hen’s
breed
determines
color of and
eggs.
Hens
of dairy
farms
nationwidethe
are shell
family-owned,
many
havewith
beenwhite
owned
feathers
and
earlobes
lay
white-shelled
eggs
and
hens
with
red
for multiple generations.
feathers
and earlobes
brown-shelled
eggs. and sold in Ohio is
• The
total economic
impactlay
of dairy
products produced
• The color of the egg has no relationship to egg quality, flavor,
$23.44 billion, which generates 114,053 jobs for Ohioans.
nutritional value, cooking characteristics or shell thickness.
the dairy
industry
creates
3 million
•• Nationally,
The average
American
eats
250 nearly
eggs per
year.U.S. jobs and has an
overall
economic
impact
of
more
than
$628
billion.
• Ohio is one of only a few states that has an egg quality assurance
• The
averageThe
cowOhio
produces
enough milk
each dayProgram
to fill six gallon
jugs, which is
program.
Egg Quality
Assurance
is a voluntary
about
55 pounds
of intended
milk.
program
that is
to minimize the risk of Salmonella
incow
eggs.
• AEnteritidis
typical dairy
weighs 1,400 pounds.
•• Seven
Ohio egg
production
is responsible
the creation
of 12,503
jobs
percent of milk-drinking
Americansfor
believe
a surprising
myth: Brown
annually
and
$438
million
in
earnings.
cows produce chocolate milk.
•• AEggs
essential
vitamins
and minerals,
including vitamin
cow contain
must give13
birth
before she
can produce
milk.
D - a nutrient many Americans get too little of and is important for
• The natural yellow color of butter comes mainly from beta-carotene found in the
strong bones.
grass that cows graze on.
Sources:
Sources:
https://www.drink-milk.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/2018-Ohio-Dairy-Facts.pdf
http://ohioeggs.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/EggsFactSheet.pdf
https://www.farmflavor.com/at-home/got-milk-13-fascinating-dairy-facts/
https://www.ohiopoultry.org/ohio_raised_food/index.cfm

Scott, Isler oversees the
sow operations at their
facility in Prospect.
Isler Genetics produces
purbred Yorkshire
breeding stock.
Isler began his career
in the pork industry
as a gilt multiplier for
Hord Livestock. He
returned to his family
farm in 2010, becoming
instrumental in the
operation during the past
several years. He helped
double the farm’s herd
size in 2015 from 650
sows to 1,200 sows. The
Islers export hundreds of
pigs to China and other
countries every year, and
more than half of their
herd of Yorks ranks in
the top 1 percent of the
breed every year.
Isler is actively
involved in his local
church, has served with
his county Farm Bureau
board, and on several
Ohio Pork Council
committees.
Fort Recovery’s Carl
Link was honored with
the Ohio Pork Council
Service Award. Link
is general production
manager at Cooper
Farms, where he has

Ohio Pork Council President Dave Shoup (left) presents the 2019
Ohio Pork Council Service Award to Carl Link.

been employed for
49 years. He helped
the farm establish
a contract finisher
program in 1994, and
in 1998 he spearheaded
the establishment of
the company’s first
sow farms. Today,
Link oversees the hog
finishing production,
turkey operations, and
feed production at
Cooper.
Link is active with
committees and
boards advancing and
advocating for the pork
industry throughout
Ohio and the nation.
He served on the Ohio
Pork Council Board of

ibben.
Nick said that mold is
a big issue with growFrom Page 5
ing hops, especially with
Ohio’s humidity. Hops
been able to meet so many have to be dried after harfarmers through working
vested, which Nick said
with local hops growers
is half the battle. If they
in Ohio. “Everybody has
wait too long to dry the
been amazing,” said McKhops, they can be become
ibben, adding that everymoldy; if they dry them
one at North High has
too fast, the hops can
become a Farm Bureau
member and he is “happy become too hot.
The Zachriches also
to do it.”
sell
their hops to Mother
For more information
Stewarts
in Springfield
about North High visit
and Roundhouse Depot in
northhighbrewing.com
Bellefontaine. The couple
For more information
have agricultural backabout OFB visit ofbf.org
grounds, both growing up
More on hops
on family farms.
McKibben said that
For more information
the variety of hops they
visit: zachrich-hop-yardmostly look for is Cascade
farm.business.site
because it grows well in
Ohio and is versatile. “It’s More on malt
tried and true,” said McKCunningham said he is

Directors, the National
Pork Board of Directors,
the Ohio Turkey
Marketing Committee,
the Pork Safety Quality
and Human Nutrition
Committee and with
the Ohio Department
of Agriculture’s
Concentrated Animal
Feeding Facility (CAFF)
Advisory Committee.
He has also served as
the Ohio delegate to the
Nationl Pork Board.
Link is active in
his church, the Fort
Recovery Foundation
Board of Directors, and
the Big Brothers/Big
Sisters program.

planning and projecting to
grow Rustic Brew’s malt
production. The crash of
2013, when the net farm
income began to drop,
caused Cunningham to
start producing malted
barley in an effort to be
more profitable.
Cunningham built a malthouse, where their grain
is prepared and stored for
the malting process. “It
was either build our own
or spend half a million
dollars on one from Germany,” he said. Heritage
in Marysville helped them
build their first malthouse
and is in the process of
building a second one for
Rustic Brew.
For more information
visit: rusticbrewfarm.com

