
By Amanda Rockhold
arockhold@aimmediamiwest.com

SHARONVILLE — 
Three years ago he had 
no idea he wanted to be a 
farmer. His family weren’t 
farmers and his prop-
erty neighbors a library, a 
school and is surrounded 
by a creek in town.

Now Andy Gorman, 
owner and farmer of 
Cincy Urban Farm, farms 
full-time on land that has 
been in his family since 
1941. He grows vegeta-
bles, fruits and herbs on 
one-eighth of an acre in 
the Cincinnati area.

“One of the best parts 

about urban farming is 
the publicity, the social 
equity I get from people 
walking and driving by 
the farm,” said Gorman, 
just minutes after some-
one beeped their horn at 
him to wave hello. Before 
he started selling at farm-
ers markets Gorman 
would set up in his drive-
way and sell his products 
from there.

“My dad grew up on 
this property. None of this 
agriculture was here dur-
ing that time,” said Gor-
man. However, this year 
he purchased additional 
land, which encouraged 
him to start farming full-

time.
Gorman is a one-man 

team: growing, harvest-
ing, building, and selling 
all himself. This is Gor-
man’s second year making 
a living as a farmer. His 
first time growing any-
thing was in 2013 when 
he switched to a plant-
based diet.

“I wanted to know 
where my stuff was com-
ing from, wanted to have 
the highest quality pro-
duce. That’s what got me 
started into gardening,” 
said Gorman. “Once I 
started going to farmers 
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Urban farmer sets 
to grow farmers

FFA—not 
just for boys 
anymore
By Dorothy J. Countryman
dcountryman@aimmediamidwest.com

HIGHLAND COUNTY—It started 
as an all-boys club, but in 2019 the 
National FFA Organization, previ-
ously known as Future Farmers of 
America, will mark the 50th anniver-
sary of young women becoming active 
members of the group. In Ohio, and 
throughout the country, FFA chapters 
are preparing to celebrate, but eight 
decades ago it didn’t look like such a 
thing would ever happen.

In 1928, the Future Farmers of 
America came into being as a leader-
ship and vocational training program 
for young men. When the official constitution was 
written later that same year, it read: “any student 
of vocational agriculture, who is regularly enrolled 
in a part-time, day unit, or all day class is entitled to 
active membership” [emphasis added].

Nevertheless, at the group’s third national assem-
bly in 1930, the boys voted to exclude their female 
counterparts from any role except that of FFA 
Queen or FFA Sweetheart. For a while that was the 
status quo, but at the end of World War II when it 
had become clear to everyone that women had been 
running farms, managing livestock, and generally 
performing a wide variety of agricultural functions 
without male assistance, the tide began to turn.

In each successive year from 1946 forward, the 
girls and their supporting advisors worked at infil-
trating the organization. In 1948, Beverly Poff of 
Christiansburg, VA became the first female to win 
the national FFA Public Speaking contest. It was 
only a tiny crack in the wall, but it led to bigger 
things.

Fully recognized, active membership eluded 
them. In Ohio, the agricultural industry leadership 
remained all-male. Over the next decade, many 
FFA teachers held fast to the dictum of Hillsboro’s 
legendary advisor, Edgar Fawley, who told his 
incoming Greenhands in 1959, according to stu-
dent David E. Ludwick, “Girls can take agriculture 
classes. They can’t be in FFA!” and it seemed to the 
boys at the time that Fawley was in favor of keeping 
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Attracting birds 
to a garden is a 
natural extension 
for gardeners. 
Birds provide 
color, music, 
entertainment 
and insect control. Your 
garden may provide a 
much needed stopover 
during migration. Gar-
dening for birds can be 
as simple or as complex 
as you want. Birds have 
three simple needs: food, 
water and shelter.

I always seem to have 
you planning something 
especially in the cold 
months of the year. An 
inventory of your exist-
ing valuable wildlife 
habitat is a good place 
to start. The rest of the 
plan would include what 
you want to attract and 
what you can plant to 
attract it. Remember, 
the more diverse the 
plant material the more 
diverse the bird life.

Water is the easiest 
to add to your garden. 
A shallow container no 
more than 2 to 3 inches 
deep in an open area safe 
from predators provides 
the water they need. The 
water should be replaced 
often. A rock can pro-
vide a perch. Birds also 
like gently moving water 

if a fountain is 
something on your 
wish list. In the 
winter, a simple 
heater would keep 
the water from 
freezing.

At our house, we use 
a plant saucer on a con-
crete tile. We have used 
plastic and clay saucers. 
Even a garbage can lid 
turned upside down 
works. The bees, skunks 
and toads use it too.

The plants in your 
garden are the mainstay 
for providing food and 
shelter. Diverse multiple 
layers of plants well suit-
ed to your environment 
will attract a diverse 
number of birds. Try to 
pick plants that bloom 
and fruit at various times 
of year. Up to twenty-
five percent of the trees 
and shrubs should be 
evergreen. Evergreens 
provide shelter in the 
winter.

Large trees provide a 
canopy with food and 
shelter. Shelter includes 
appropriate nesting 
sites. In a small garden, 
your plan may only 
include a limited num-
ber of well-chosen large 
trees. If you want wood-
peckers, pick an oak 
with acorns for instance. 

You might even want to 
leave a dead standing 
tree for woodpeckers 
and other cavity nesters 
to use. You should only 
leave a snag if it is safe 
and there are no targets 
like your car below it.

Many smaller trees 
provide abundant fruit. 
A crab apple that holds 
its fruit a long time will 
provide much needed 
food at a time when 
there is little else for a 
fruit eater.

Your plan should 
include a variety of 
shrubs and vines. They 
are a good source of 
nesting sites and food. 
These combined with 
large and small trees 
provide a multi-layered 
garden that will increase 
the diversity of birds you 
see in your yard.

Lawns provide little 
benefit to birds. This 
gives you another excuse 
to reduce the amount 
of lawn you maintain. 
Let some of it turn into 
meadow. Protein packed 
insects and caterpillars 
provide ‘baby food’ for 
the birds. Pollinators 
benefit from meadows. 
Without all that lawn to 
mow, you will have more 

Gardening for birds
sara 
Creamer
contributing 
columnist

 Margie Haehn of 
Botkins remembers 
well the lessons her 
parents taught her. 
They taught her 
faith, hard work and 
the importance of 
family. She is one 
of seven children 
and like the saying, 
“All hearts come 
home for Christ-
mas,” Margie’s heart 
has always been at 
home – whether it is 
Christmas or not.

She has always lived 
in Ohio, most of her 59 
years in rural Shelby 
County. She attended and 
graduated from Bluffton 
College, married, raised 
her two children in Bot-
kins, and now lives what 
she says some people 
would call “a dull and bor-
ing life.” But she is okay 
with that because she is 
happy. Margie and her 
husband, Dan, love their 
small, wooded homeplace 
where they live with their 
dog and a coop full of 
chickens.

Margie taught Family 
and Consumer Science 
for 31 years and served 
as a Family, Career and 
Community Leaders of 
America (FCCLA) advi-
sor. Now retired, she and 
Dan enjoy the quiet of 
their country home being 
broken by the crow of 
their rooster each morn-
ing. They set out seed 
and enjoy watching the 
numerous birds flock to 
the feeders. In the spring 
and summer they garden 
and process the produce 
from their harvests.

But retirement isn’t 
all about sitting around 
and watching nature. 
Margie and Dan recently 
turned their living room 
into the headquarters for 
their sewing and quilting 
business. The business 
includes fashion apparel, 
accessories, embroidery, 
woodworking, and repair-
ing and refinishing furni-
ture. They also make and 
sell their own noodles and 
angel food cakes.

“I was blessed 
to grow up with 
a stay-at-home 
mom who was 
an excellent cook 
and baker,” Mar-
gie shares. “We 
always had cook-
ies and pies.” 
As a teenager, 
Margie worked 
at the Chalet Inn 
and experienced 
making things like 
shrimp cocktail 
“which was never 

in my family’s budget or 
menu,” she remembers. 
Her mom was a good noo-
dle maker so she and Dan 
spent time with Margie’s 
mom learning to make 
noodles the way she did. 
“We also went to noodle 
school and learned oodles 
of tips about the noodle-
making craft,” she says.

Not surprising, comfort 
foods are on the menu 
at the Haehn home a lot 
and because they typi-
cally have a steady flow 
of eggs, Margie and Dan 
eat eggs for breakfast just 
about every day, but their 
holiday meals are extra 
special. “When my par-
ents were alive, we tried 
to always spent Christmas 
Eve with them,” Margie 
says.

“I would make ham and 
all the trimmings. We 
would go to Christmas 
Eve mass and Dan and 
I tried to teach our chil-
dren the reason for the 
season, so we really didn’t 
push Santa Claus. At 
Christmastime I enjoyed 
making cut out cookies 
with my children – the 
greatest pleasure being 
watching them decorate 
the cookies,” says Margie. 
“I recently began making 
the fruit cake that my 
mother-in-law used to 
make for the Christmas 
holiday. It is one of my 
husband’s favorite cakes. 
New traditions are in the 
making as our children 
marry and bring home 
new discoveries.”

And there it is again—
that idea of coming home. 

It might be Margie’s 
daughter returning home 
for her mom’s vegetable 
soup or hamburger gravy 
or her son stopping in for 
his favorite tuna salad, 
but come home they do 
and it does Margie’s heart 
good. All hearts come 
home for Christmas…
and sometimes even for 
cookies!

John’s Assorted Chip 
Cookies

Ingredients:
½ cup plus 4 tbsp. but-

ter
1 cup shortening
1 ½ cup firmly packed 

brown sugar
1 ¼ cup sugar
3 eggs
2 ½ tsp. Vanilla
4 cup unsifted flour
2 tsp. soda
1 ½ tsp. salt
3 ½ cups assorted choc-

olate chips
Preheat oven to 375 F.
Cream butter and both 

sugars. Beat in egg and 
vanilla. Stir in the eggs 
and vanilla. Blend in the 
flour mixture. Finally, stir 
in the assorted chips.

Drop cookies by round 
spoonfuls onto ungreased 
cookie sheets.

Bake 10 to 12 minutes 
or until golden brown.

Enjoy with a cold glass 
of milk!

Candy Apple salad
Combine: 1 (16 oz.) 

container of Cool Whip
1 (3 ½ oz.) box French 

Vanilla Pudding
1 (20 oz.) can crushed 

pineapple with juice 
(Don’t drain)

6 diced (regular size) 
Snickers candy bars

4 chopped Granny 
Smith apples

Mix all together in a 
bowl. Chill and enjoy!

sloppy Joe sandwiches
1 lb. Hamburger or 

Ground Chuck
Dice raw vegetables 

and add to beef.
1 Tbsp. Onion

All hearts come 
home for Christmas

Darla 
Cabe
contributing 
columnist

Margie haehn 
of Botkins.

See BIRDS | 5

See HOME | 6

Found on the Farm
RuralLifeToday.com

Found on the FarmFound on the FarmFound on the FarmFound on the FarmFound on the FarmFound on the FarmFound on the FarmFound on the FarmFound on the FarmFound on the FarmFound on the FarmFound on the FarmFound on the FarmFound on the FarmFound on the FarmFound on the FarmFound on the FarmFound on the FarmFound on the FarmFound on the FarmFound on the FarmFound on the Farm

If you want to share a treasure from your farm, email a photo and information to gbrock@civitasmedia.com 

to receive a subscription
of Rural Life Today at home...

Tell a Friend. . .

Call 567.242.0452

 If you want to share a treasure from your farm, email a photo and information to arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com

O
H

-7
00

94
47

1

HAY LOADER CIRCA 1894

� is rope-type hay loader was used to pick cut hay o�  the ground 
and elevate it to the hay wagon. 
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By Dorothy J. Countryman
dcountryman@aimmediamidwest.
com

BAINBRIDGE—The 
paths are steep and wind-
ing. At the top of the 
gorge, the narrow cut 
drops 90 feet to the water 
below. If you’re there at 
the right time, you can 
see the bats coming and 
going through the slender 
gap between the massive 
rock walls beneath you. 
This is the Rocky Fork 
Gorge.

Twenty-five thousand 
years ago, a glacial lake 
began to seep into the 
Cedarville Dolomite stone 
at this place that, in the 
1800s, would become the 
border between Ross and 
Highland counties. The 
water cut the hanging 
caves into the earth about 
50 feet above the bed of 
Rocky Fork creek. They 
have been the subject of 
both fact and fiction, and 
now they figure promi-
nently in the preservation 
efforts of a group known 
as the Arc of Appalachia.

The human history 
of the property is fairly 
straight forward. Revolu-
tionary War physician Dr. 
Robert Rose was awarded 
the property for his ser-

vice in the conflict and it 
was initially granted by 
President John Adams to 
Rose’s son John in 1797. 
In the next hundred years 
it passed through several 

owners. Along the way it 
was claimed that explorer 
Daniel Boone had been 
held captive in one of the 
caves by the Shawnee 
Indians. Another local 

legend portrayed the 
caves as the hideout of 
a band of brigands, who 
supposedly stashed their 
stolen gold in one cave.

Building on these tales, 

Charlie Ellison charged 15 
cents a person to admit 
visitors to the largest of 
what was now named the 
Seven Caves. Then Clyde 
Cheney purchased the 

property and installed 
push-button electric 
lights in the largest 
caves in 1928. The park 

Arc preserves eastern forest lands

submitted photo
Map of Arc of Appalachia properties.
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it that way.
At the opposite end 

of the spectrum, advisor 
James Bratton, whose 
Mowrystown FFA mem-
bers were Hillsboro’s 
archrivals, worked hard 
to recruit young women. 
“FFA was his life,” Brat-
ton’s son, Butch, said 
recently. “He wanted the 
girls there.” Bratton was 
advisor from 1956 to 
1976, and he was excited 
when the national orga-
nization finally voted the 
girls into full member-
ship in 1966. When Ohio 
revised its constitution 
to include the women in 
1969, he had two candi-
dates ready to start: Carla 
Michael and Vicki Hauke 
became the first Mowrys-
town FFA women in the 
fall of 1970.

Gallia County’s June 
Jones was the state’s first 
female Star Agribusi-
nessman (yes, man) in 
1973. Sharon Mangun 
of Carrollton was the 
first female state officer, 
serving in 1974-75. Jodi 
Peacock of Medina was 
the first female National 
Star Agribusinessperson 
in 1976. The first team 
of women to be officers 
in Ohio’s state organiza-
tion, elected for 1976-77, 
included Peacock, Irma 
Henry of Northwest Clark 
FFA, and Sue Clark of 
Indian Valley FFA.

As the national orga-
nization prepared to 
celebrate its 75th anni-
versary in 2008, almost 
half of state leadership 
positions throughout the 
country were held by 
women and 38 percent 

of the total member-
ship was comprised of 
women. Today, Ohio has 
315 chapters with 25,237 
members who learn and 
compete in more than 300 
career fields related to 
the science, business and 
technology of agriculture. 
There’s been enormous 
change, but more is still 
to come.

“When I was in [FFA],” 
Butch Bratton said, “we 
were mostly country kids” 
and the focus was on pro-
duction agriculture. Mem-
bers raised cattle, hogs 
and sheep. They learned 
how to build barns, mea-
sure fertilizer and soil 
additives, and weld so 
they could repair machin-
ery. “I don’t remember 
any problems” when the 
girls joined the group 
although others may have 
anticipated there would 
be. Now, “the largest 
chapter is in Philadephia. 
I expect it will get bigger. 

There are three girls and 
three boys on the new 
national officer team.” 
These are all good things, 
he says.

Although many schools 
closed their industrial 
arts classrooms in the late 
1990s- early 2000s, those 
“shop” classes gradu-
ally slipped back into 
the agriculture classes. 
Today, it’s as likely that 
a girl will emerge from 
under a welder’s helmet 
as a boy. Both boys and 
girls are to be found up to 
their thighs in soil pits as 
they study the structure 
of not only crop fields 
but also the foundational 
soils for urban buildings. 
They compete in a host 
of projects. Within their 
chapters they organize 
and participate in com-
munity service projects, 
and help each other study 
their academic curricu-
lums. Urban and rural stu-
dents regularly visit each 

other’s schools to learn 
about how agriculture fits 
in both settings.

Sarah Landis is in her 
first year teaching agricul-
ture at the Greene County 
Career Center’s Cedar-
ville Satellite Program. 
She was a state officer, 
representing the Valley 
View chapter in 2016. 
The chapter there was 
“primarily female as we 
had female teachers for 
the most part,” she said. 
“My father was very sur-
prised when he attended 
the 2016 convention. He 
just couldn’t get over how 
many girls he saw com-
pared to boys.” She added 
that many of the leader-
ship roles in the chapter 
she advises now are held 
by young women.

Speaking to the 91st 
annual National FFA 
Convention & Expo in 
Indianapolis this past 
October, Allison Flinn, 
associate director of 

public policy and gov-
ernment relations (U.S. 
& Canada) for Merck 
Animal Health, said she 
has seen an increase of 
women in leadership in 
the fields of animal and 
veterinary sciences. She 
thinks women participat-
ing in agricultural fields 
is “becoming more and 
more prevalent.”

Flinn was just one of 
the women who work 
in agriculture-related 
careers who came to the 
convention to encour-
age the young women to 
keep trying to do their 
best in the organization 
and the industry. Jeanna 
Eppley, FFA advisor from 
Seymour, IN, told the 
girls, “I’m seeing a huge 

growth in females tak-
ing leadership roles in 
industry and in our com-
munity, even beyond agri-
culture.” She instructed 
them, to stick “to your 
guns, saying ‘I’m going to 
do it. No one’s going to 
tell me I can’t.’ ”

As the golden anni-
versary for the girls 
gets underway, Bratton 
remarked that his dad 
would be proud of today’s 
FFA members, and espe-
cially of his great-grand-
daughter who just earned 
her American degree. 
“There’s just something 
about that jacket,” he 
said. “When kids put 
on that blue jacket they 
become better kids. We 
need more of that.”

Photo by marti bratton
American degree holder Butch Bratton and his granddaughter, 
Cayla, of Mowrystown FFA. Cayla received her American degree 
at the 2018 national FFA Convention & expo. According to Butch, 
this award “would have made her great-grandfather’s (the late 
James Bratton, FFA advisor and an American degree holder) day.” it 
certainly made hers.

submitted photos
Greene Career Center’s Cedarville satellite Program sent a delegation to the national FFA Convention 
and expo in october. shown, left to right, front row: First-Year Advisor sarah Landis, and students: Lilly 
Frizzell, Grace smith, Kayla horney; Back row: Gunnar Gannon, Rylee Ankeney, Ruby stack, CC horney, 
and Jackson Ryman.

from page 1

Boys

By Dorothy J. Countryman
dcountryman@aimmediamidwest.
com

INDIANAPOLIS—
FFA students from 
throughout Ohio 
were awarded their 
American degrees at 
the 91st National FFA 
Convention & Expo in 

October. The American 
degree is the highest 
award that can be earned 
in the organization. It 
is presented to those 
individuals who have 
been active members 
for the previous three 
years, who have earned 
their state degrees; 
have completed their 

secondary instruction in 
agriculture education, 
and have operated an 
outstanding supervised 
agricultural experience 
program. Additionally, 
they must show 
evidence of community 
service, leadership and 
outstanding scholastic 
achievement.

Of the 4,255 American 
degrees awarded this 
year, 434 went to Ohio 
students, 224 of whom 
were girls. Many of these 
individuals are members 
of families with multiple 
American degree 
designees. Cayla Bratton 
of the Mowrystown FFA 
was one of the three 

women from that chapter 
to be recognized. Her 
older sister, father, 
grandfather, great-
grandfather, and some 
uncles and aunts have 
received the degree.

“I was excited and 
blessed” to be on that 
stage, Bratton said of the 
award ceremony. “I am 

thankful that I was able 
to wear the blue jacket 
and carry on the FFA 
tradition in our family.” 
She added that public 
speaking, leadership 
and what agricultural 
life is about were the 
important things she 
learned in her years as 
an FFA student.

American Degrees awarded to Ohioans

By Amanda Rockhold
arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com

COLUMBUS — Tar-
iffs will not solve the 
United States trade 
deficit problem, and they 
probably won’t solve the 
problem of China steal-
ing intellectual property, 
according to Ian Sheldon, 

Ohio State professor 
and Andersons Chair of 
Agricultural Marketing, 
Trade, and Policy.

“Trade is a positive 
sum game. Import tariffs 
will not solve the trade 
deficit,” said Sheldon. 
According to Sheldon, the 
United States currently 
imports more than it 

exports.
Sheldon spoke at the 

2018 Agriculture and Pol-
icy Outlook Conference, 
Nov. 2, at the Nationwide 
and Ohio Farm Bureau 
4-H Center.

Since March, when the 
United States imposed 
a tariff on foreign alumi-
num and steel, the phrase 

“trade war” has flooded 
media and discussions. 
China responded with its 
own tariffs on soybeans 
sold to China, the largest 
consumer of soybeans. 
Thereafter, multiple 
countries countered with 
tariffs on U.S. products, 
including corn, pork and 
other agricultural prod-

ucts.
“[The United States] 

spends too much and 
saves too little,” said 
Sheldon. He added that 
in contrast China saves 
too much and spends 
too little. “This is a well-
understood problem,” 
said Sheldon. He added 
that the loss of soybean 

markets is an unintended, 
but significant, conse-
quence of the trade war.

In addition to the trade 
issues with China (and 
other countries), the 
topic of China stealing 
United States intellectual 
property has generated 

Tariffs not the answer to trade deficit

See TARIFFS | 6
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JAnuARY
Jan 7: Athens, 

Ohio Food Processors 
Workshop, 9:30 a.m. 
- 5 p.m. at Athens 
Public Library, Large 
Meeting Room, 30 
Home Street, Athens, 
Ohio 45701. This event 
will be offered in five 
locations- Columbus, 
Athens, Bowling Green, 
Dayton and Cleveland 
throughout January. For 
more information visit: 
southcenters.osu.edu/
marketing/events/value-
added-workshops.

Jan. 9: Ohio Pesticide 
Recertification 

Conference, 9 a.m. - 4 
p.m. at 22 East Fifth 
Street, Dayton, Ohio. 
This conference is 
intended for individuals 
who hold a current 
commercial pesticide 
license. For more 
information and to 
register, visit: https://
cfaes.osu.edu/news/
events/ohio-pesticide-
recertification-
conference-dayton-2019.

Jan. 16-17: 2019 
Ohio Produce Network 
at Embassy Suites in 
Dublin, OH. The Ohio 
Produce Network is the 
annual gathering for the 

fresh produce industry, 
including markets, in 
Ohio. The two-day event 
includes numerous 
educational programs, a 
trade show, and ample 
opportunities to network 
with your peers. It’s 
hosted in a family-
friendly destination so 
that nobody is left at 
home. If you have any 
questions about this 
event, feel free to contact 
the OPGMA office at 
ohiopgma@gmail.com or 
(740) 828-3400

Jan. 17-18: 
Greenhouse Management 
Workshop, Thursday, 

Jan. 17 - Friday, Jan. 
18, 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 
p.m. at The Ohio State 
University/OARDC, 1680 
Madison Ave., Wooster, 
Ohio 44691. Learn 
about how to optimize 
root zone dynamics, 
from nutrients to water 
chemistry, for improved 
greenhouse production. 
Both hydroponics 
and substrate-based 
culture systems will be 
addressed by experts 
from academia and 
industry. On-Site 
attendance and webinar 
registration are available. 
For more information 

visit: http://www.cvent.
com/events/greenhouse-
management-workshop/
event-summary-
aa00e2a9b2864207a 
ad11393e35e2744.aspx

Jan. 25-26: 2019 Ohio 
Aquaculture Association 
Conference, Friday, 
Jan. 25 at 1 p.m. to 
Saturday, Jan. 26 at 4 
p.m., Quest Conference 
Centers, 8405 Pulsar 
Place, Columbus, OH. 
More details coming 
soon. Visit: www.
ohioaquaculture.org/
events/2019/1/25/2019-
ohio-aquaculture-
association-conference.

FeBRuARY
Feb. 14-16: The 

Ohio Ecological Food 
and Farm Association’s 
(OEFFA) 40th annual 
conference: Just Farm-
ing: The Path Before Us 
at the Dayton Convention 
Center in Dayton; Ohio’s 
premier educational and 
networking event for 
ecological farmers, back-
yard growers, and other 
committed to sustainable 
agriculture, local food, 
and green living. For 
more information about 
the conference, or to 
register, go to www.oeffa.
org/conference2019.

AGRiCuLtuRe CALenDAR oF events

time to watch the birds.
It is proper to include bird 

feeders in your plan. They 
will not become dependent on 

them. When the natural food is 
abundant in your well-planned 
garden, they will use the natu-
ral resources. There are times 
such as extreme temperatures, 
heavy snow, fall migration and 
feeding young when the feeders 
will give them much needed 
help.

Converting your yard to a 
bird sanctuary may result in a 
yard that looks a bit messy. You 
now have an excuse for that 
patch of weeds you did not get 
pulled. Talk to your neighbors 
and explain what you are doing. 
Maybe they will help you in 
your efforts to attract birds.

OSU Extension Fact Sheet 
W-13-2002 Native Landscap-
ing for Birds, Bees, Butterflies, 
and Other Wildlife has a list 
of plants to use in Ohio. It is 
located on the Fayette County 
Extension web site (fayette.osu.
edu) under Master Gardener 
Volunteers. (NOTE: It is no 

longer recommended to plant 
ash trees due to the emerald 
ash borer.)

If you have any questions 
about gardening for birds con-
tact your County Extension 
Professional or Sara Creamer at 
740-335-1150 or creamer.70@
osu.edu.

from page 2
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markets more and hang-
ing out with farmers — it 
just snowballed.”

Gorman sells at two 
farmers markets a week: 
Deerfield Farmers Market 
every Saturday morning 
and Wyoming Farmers 
Market every Tuesday 
from 4 to 7 p.m. Both 
markets are in the Cincin-
nati area.

“I didn’t know I wanted 
to be a farmer until two 
or three years ago. I 
learned everything from 
YouTube, a few books 
and talking to farmers,” 
said Gorman, adding 
that experience is his 
biggest teacher. He was 
also inspired by Guy and 
Sandy Ashmore of That 
Guy’s Family Farm, whom 
he met at the Deerfield 
Farmers Market four or 
five years ago.

“It makes me happy 
when I inspire people [to 
grow] because that’s what 
Guy and Sandy did — 
they inspired me,” said 
Gorman. The first time 
Gorman met the Ash-
mores they invited him 
out to their farm. “They 
took forty-five minutes to 
an hour out of their day 
to show me around the 
fields. That meant the 
world to me,” said Gor-
man.

“I like growing food, 
but if I could grow farm-
ers — that would have a 
bigger impact,” said Gor-
man.

Although Gorman is 
not certified organic, he 
uses organic growing 
methods and practices. 
Gorman sources all organ-
ic seeds and uses organic 
compost and soil both 
in the fields and when 

growing micro greens. 
“I practice crop rotation 
and give back to the soil 
every year with a healthy 
application of compost,” 
he said.

In addition to farming, 
Gorman builds furniture, 
commissions other wood-
work and teaches in the 
winter. He majored in 
wood technology at the 
University of Cincinnati, 
where he now teaches a 
furniture construction 
class every Wednesday.

Gorman is the market 
manager at the Deerfield 
Farmers Market, which 
is located at Kingswood 
Park in Mason, 4188 
Irwin Simpson Road 
45040. The market is 
open every Saturday from 
9 a.m. to 12 p.m. through 
the end of October. The 
winter market will begin 
in November and last 
through April, every 3rd 
Saturday of each month, 
10 to 11 a.m. at the same 
location.

what he grows
Gorman has two high 

tunnels, which are both 
full of tomatoes in the 
summer months. He 
currently has his winter 
crops planted in the tun-
nels, including carrots, 
radishes, spinach, kale, 
and lettuce. He will har-
vest these crops through-
out the winter.

He began gardening 
with a permaculture 
mindset, a system that 
is self-sufficient and cen-
tered around the design 
of natural ecosystems.

“I kind of wanted to 
have it all,” said Gorman, 
talking about when he 
first started. “So now 
as I grow bigger I have 
to tailor back what I do 
and focus on the things 
that are really profit-
able.” At the farmers 
markets, tomatoes and 
microgreens are his best 
sellers. Gorman recently 
transitioned his guest 
room into a space to grow 
microgreens. He used to 
grow them in his living 
room.

He also has peach, cher-
ry, apple and fig trees, 

which he doesn’t sell to 
the public, but grows for 
himself. Gorman jars jel-
lies, using his own and 
locally sourced berries. 
He grows blackberries, 
raspberries, black rasp-
berries, and strawberries.

Gorman has three bee-
hives on his farm. Two 
were packaged beehives 
he ordered from Georgia 
this year. One was a wild 
swarm, the first he had 
ever caught. “It was an 
experience,” he said, 
referring to catching the 
wild swarm that was 12 
feet high in a honeysuckle 
tree.

He does not harvest 
the honey, but has the 
bees to improve pollina-
tion efforts in Ohio and 
increase the honey bee 
population.

struggles
Gorman said that the 

biggest hurdle he has 
faced so far as a farmer 
has been local govern-
ment regulations. He 
used to have raised gar-
den beds in his front yard, 

but a public right-of-way 
goes into his property 
about 2 feet where those 
raised beds were. The 
city passed an ordinance 
stating that Gorman had 
to take these down and 
that no one was allowed 
to have a garden in their 
front yard.

“They ended up telling 
me I had to take them 
down. I ended up taking 
them down. I fought for a 
year and a half and there 
was nothing else I could 
do. I had 700 plus signa-
tures, I had the news out 
here, just to try and save 
it. I had the whole com-
munity behind me,” said 
Gorman.

Gorman said he should 
be allowed to keep them 
because “they’re to grow 
food in.” Now he has 
plants in the ground 
instead of in raised beds. 
The ordinance also stated 
that the plants cannot be 
taller than 8 inches.

He put between $600 
to 800 in each of the two 
beds he had to take down. 
He said he made them 
aesthetically pleasing 
and put a lot of time and 
money into them.

More on the farm
He plans to build a sec-

ond lean-to on the back 
of his garage, where he 
will add a second walk-in 
cooler to store, wash and 
pack what he harvests. 
This should be done by 
the end of this year. A 
lean-to is a type of simple 
structure added to an 
existing building with the 
rafters “leaning” against 
another wall.

Gorman also uses tanks 
to collect rainwater that 
runs off his garage and 
house roofs. He mainly 
uses the rainwater for his 
perennial garden, which 
is more like his personal 
garden. It includes some 
berry bushes, mint, toma-
toes, beans, and other 
plants. For the rest of his 
crops he uses city water.

He has a five-year con-
tract for a plot of land at 
Ell Farm, located in Cin-
cinnati. The plot is 80 by 
60 feet and Gorman will 
plant and harvest on that 
land in the spring of next 
year.

In the future, Gorman 
would like to sell whole-
sale to restaurants and 
maybe even work with 
the schools near his farm.

For more information 
about Gorman and the 
Cincy Urban Farm visit: 
www.cincyurbanfarm.com

Photos by amanda rockhold | rural life Today
Andy Gorman’s honey beehives at his farm, Cincy urbana Farm in sharonville.

Andy Gorman in his high tunnel at Cincy urban Farm, currently filled 
with winter crops.

from page 1

urban



6    Rural Life today – south ohio – December 2018

JR’S GENERAL STORE
& FARM MARKET

4-1/2 mi. S. of
Bainbridge off U.S. 50

on 41 S. 
(Watch for signs)
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Sat. 8-5; Closed Sun.
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BULK FOOD IS OUR
SPECIALTY, SO ARE
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1/3 c. celery
1/2 Tbsp. Green Pepper
Brown beef and veg-

etables in large skillet 

on medium heat. Drain 
grease.

5 oz. Ketchup
1/3 c. water
1 Tbsp. Mustard
1 Tbsp. Vinegar
2 Tbsp. Plus 2 tsp. 

Brown sugar
1/2 Tbsp. Flour

1/2 tsp. Salt
1/4 tsp. Paprika
1/8 tsp. Pepper
Smidgeon of Chili Pow-

der
Combine remaining 

ingredients and simmer 
until vegetables are soft. 
Enjoy!

from page 2
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attention.
Sheldon said that there 

is evidence that China 
stole intellectual property 
from the United States.

“My argument, which 
is not unique to me, there 
is bi-partisan, if not multi-
nation agreement, that 
something has to be done 
on how we transfer intel-
lectual property to the 
Chinese,” said Sheldon.

But tariffs are not the 
answer.

Sheldon argues for 
a consumption tax, 
which he said will not be 
popular. A value-added 
tax (VAT), a consump-
tion tax, is a tax on the 
amount by which the 
value of an article has 

been increased at each 
stage of its production or 
distribution.

Europe implemented 
a value-added tax in the 
1970s. Sheldon said that 
the VAT is completely 
legal in accordance with 
the World Trade Organi-
zation (WTO). VAT is not 
a tariff, but an adjustment 
at the border for domestic 
taxes, said Sheldon.

WTO is an intergovern-
mental organization that 
regulates international 
trade, signed by 124 
nations in 1994. China 
joined the WTO in 2001.

“If we got rid of tariffs 
tomorrow, no harm 
no foul, maybe. If we 
continue this for years, 
we are going to lose 
market share, and it will 
take us a long time to get 
back,” said Sheldon. And 
this wouldn’t be the first 

time the United States 
has lost out on market 
share in the past year, 
according to Sheldon.

When President Trump 
withdrew the Unites 
States from the Trans-
Pacific Partnership in 
January 2017, the United 
States “threw away a real 
opportunity to set the 
rules for trade in Asian 
markets and gave up a 
lot of disciplines,” said 
Sheldon.

“The only real solution 
is to reduce the fiscal 
deficit, which means raise 
taxes, but also means 
reduce spending, means 
reducing social safety net. 
It’s politically difficult to 
do,” said Sheldon.

trade is good
Sheldon explained that 

trade is good and it’s cor-
related with economic 

growth.
“Exports and imports 

are good. Trade is ben-
eficial and raises GDP 
(gross domestic prod-
uct), more trade leads 
to more growth, more 
innovation,” Sheldon 
said. “Poorer consumers 
get more from free trade 
than wealthy consumers. 
Rich people benefit less 
from trade than poor 
people.”

He added that the 
United States didn’t lose 
with the North American 
Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA). The agree-
ment was mutually ben-
eficial for all countries 
(Canada, Mexico and the 
United States). However, 
there was a redistribu-
tion of wages as manufac-
turing jobs were sent to 
other countries, he said. 
But with that came an 
increase in innovation.

At the end of Septem-
ber, the United States, 
Mexico and Canada 
approved a revised 
North American trade 
deal, which will update 

NAFTA. Most of its key 
provisions will take effect 
in 2020.

“New boss same as 
the old boss, you win 
here you lose there,” 

Sheldon said, referring 
to the United States-
Mexico-Canada Agree-
ment (USMCA), which 
is replacing NAFTA. “It’s 
small potatoes.”

from page 4
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submitted photo
ian sheldon, ohio state professor and Andersons Chair of 
Agricultural Marketing, trade, and Policy, at the 2018 Agriculture 
and Policy outlook Conference, nov. 2, at the nationwide and ohio 
Farm Bureau 4-h Center.
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was billed as a scenic 
wonder, and for the next 
53 years, improvements 
to the trails, a vigorous 
advertising campaign, 
and several dedicated 
owners kept up the traffic 
through the property.

When Chet and Cherry 
Miller acquired it from 
the Judkins family in 
1981, the steady flow 
of visitors had seriously 
declined and it was 
difficult to keep the 
park going. To keep the 
property at the center of 
the park, the Millers sold 
the outer 47 acres to the 
newly formed Highlands 
Nature Sanctuary. In 
1995, a group dedicated 
to preserving the natural 
features of the area 
organized as the Arc 
of Appalachia (Arc). 
They joined forces with 
the nature sanctuary 
and in 2005 completed 
the purchase of the 
core of the park, the 
23 caves on the Rocky 
Fork Gorge. The caves 
are special because the 
only other true caves—
those “large enough to 
be absent of light and 
having near constant” 
interior temperature 
and consistent humidity, 
as noted in Arc’s 2016 
Winter report—in the 
state are located in the 

Lake Erie islands.
Since then Arc 

has devoted itself to 
preserving the diverse 
ecosystem of the gorge. 
Having removed the 
electric lights, Arc closed 
the caves to human 
visitors and welcomed 
the growing population of 
four species of cave bats. 
The Big Brown Bat is 
the one most commonly 
encountered by humans. 
Its neighbors include 
the Tri-Colored Bat, the 
Little Brown Bat and the 
Northern Long-eared 
Bat. The latter one has 
most recently been in 
the news because of its 
susceptibility to White-
Nose Syndrome, a fungus 
that has decimated the 
population. Providing a 
safe place for them is a 
continuing concern of 
Arc.

The caves are also 
home to the rare Frost 
Cave Isopod and to 

the Ohio Cave Beetle. 
The beetle is a state 
endangered species and 
is known to be in only 
three caves in the state. It 
lives nowhere else in the 
world.

Although the caves 
are no longer accessible 
to the public, the 
surrounding forest is the 
scene of much activity. 
The Arc has developed 
many programs that allow 
people to visit the area 
for retreats, hikes, birding 
and learning sessions. 
Their Appalachian Forest 
Museum is located on 
Cave Road just east of 
the Rocky Fork bridge on 
U.S. 50 at the Highland-
Ross County line. Visitors 
are welcome from April 
through October, 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. There is 
no charge to view the 
exhibit.

Arc’s mission is to 
preserve “the most 
beautiful and ecologically 

diverse pockets of land 
in the state,” according 
to staff member Andrea 
Jaeger. The group works 
with various partners to 
purchase these special 
properties when they 
are offered. They have 
been instrumental in 
preserving the Junction 
and Steel Hopewell 
earthworks at the western 
edge of Chillicothe off 
Plyleys Lane. Part of this 
project has involved the 
removal of non-native 
invasive species. The 
work is accomplished 
by volunteers who 
participate in Arc’s work 
crews.

Most recently Jaeger 
noted, Arc has partnered 
with individuals from 
Aldous House, a drug 
rehabilitation center in 
Chillicothe, to work on 
these properties. Junction 
is now home to many 
prairie birds and a variety 
of dragonflies. The old 

railroad corridor between 
Steel and Junction will 
be used as a hiking 
accessway between the 
two properties. Jaeger 
said that earthworks “are 
not protected in Ohio 
until [they] are taken out 
of private hands. One-
third of the ones that 
have been identified are 
already lost.” This makes 
the acquisition of Steel 
and Junction extremely 
exciting for Arc’s team.

When it comes to 
beauty, it would be hard 
to beat the Arc area just 
outside Otway in April 
when the rare Golden 
Star Lilies are in bloom. 
Their territory, the 
Gladys Riley Golden Star 
Lily Preserve, is off State 
Route 348 at Rocky Fork 
Road. This area includes 
a 3.5 mile trail system 
winding among the many 
old, immense trees that 
include the rare Butternut 
trees along the creek.

Another special 
Arc area is the Rock 
Run Wilderness, a 
watershed area just east 
of Portsmouth. A rapid 
change in elevation 
brings the land from 
1,100 feet at the ridge 
tops to 480 feet at the 
point where Rock Run 
enters the Ohio River. 
The terrain is difficult 
for walkers, but the 
biologists and naturalists 
who have studied it 
have concluded it is 
home to six threatened 
and six potentially 
threatened plant species. 
The watershed also 
shelters one salamander 
species from the state’s 
threatened list; five 
animals “of specific 
concern” and seven 
“watch-list” bird species.

In addition to the 
properties Arc owns 
outright, the group 
manages properties for 
Ohio History Connection 
(formerly known as the 
Ohio Historical Society). 
Serpent Mound in Adams 
County, off SR 73, and 
Fort Hill in Highland 
County, off SR 41, have 
museums and trails for 
visitors to explore.

There are more 
properties within Arc’s 
family. For information 
about their preservation 
efforts, educational 
programs, trails, 
and museums visit 
the website at www.
arcofappalachia.org.

submitted photo
Rocky Fork Gorge in highland County.
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Fun Farm Facts
RuralLifeToday.com

Did you know?
Christmas trees

This time of year lights are strung around Christmas trees, an economically viable 
Ohio crop, lighting up windows and homes. Below are facts about Christmas trees.
    •  There are close to 350 million Real Christmas Trees currently growing on 

Christmas Tree farms in the U.S. alone, all planted by farmers.
    •  There are more than 400 Ohio Christmas tree producers; more than 15,000 U.S. 

producers; and more than 100,000 people employed by the real Christmas tree 
farming industry.

    •  It can take as many as 15 years to grow a tree of typical height (6 - 7 feet) or as 
little as 4 years, but the average growing time is 7 years.

    •  For every Real Christmas Tree harvested, 1 to 3 seedlings are planted the 
following spring.

    •  The top selling Christmas trees nationwide are Balsam Fir, Douglas Fir, Fraser 
Fir, Noble Fir, Scotch Pine, Virginia Pine and White Pine.

    •  Approximately 30 million real Christmas trees are sold in North America every 
year, totally over $1.2 billion in sales. About 78% of these are pre-cut trees and 
22% cut-your-own.

    •  One acre of Christmas trees produces the daily oxygen requirement for 18 
people.

    •  In 1510 the first known decorated Christmas tree appeared in Riga, Latvia. 
Paper, fruits and sweets adorned early Christmas trees. The first retail Christmas 
tree lot was in Germany in 1531.

    •  Real Trees are a renewable, recyclable resource. Artificial trees contain non-
biodegradable plastics and possible metal toxins such as lead.

    •  There are more than 4,000 local Christmas Tree recycling programs throughout 
the United States.

Sources: 
www.sugarpinesfarm.com/tree-fun-facts
www.realchristmastrees.org/dnn/Education/Quick-Tree-Facts

For Updated Farm and Agricultural 
Information, go to...
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MAIN CAMPUS
951 Vern Riffe Dr. • Lucasville, OH 45648
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SCIOTO COUNTY
CAREER TECHNICAL CENTER
Experience You Can Trust...
Results You Can Measure...

Crown Excavating
& Stone Yard
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LYNCHBURG —The 
Lynchburg-Clay FFA Milk 
Quality & Products team 
who represented Ohio 
FFA in the National Milk 
Quality & Products con-
test earned 8th place in 
the nation. This team is 
the first team to advance 
to a national contest from 
Lynchburg-Clay.

“Being able to compete 
in the National Milk 
Quality and Products 
competition was a unique 
experience that most 
students do not have the 
opportunity to do in their 
high school career. Per-
sonally, I was very excited 
to compete in the con-
test,” said Hailee Waits, a 
Lynchburg junior student. 
“Our team spent count-
less hours studying for 

the many different parts 
of the contest. During the 
contest each one of us 
did the best we could and 
all of our hard work paid 
off.”

During the contest, 
FFA members had to be 
able to identify various 
types of cheeses, milk, 
and non-dairy bever-
ages. Members must also 
understand the basic 
manufacturing and dairy 
processes. In addition, 
the team had to work as 
a group to perform tests 
and make calculations on 
different areas that are 
tested on a dairy farm. 
They then presented the 
information to a panel 
of judges as if they were 
dairy inspectors. 

Senior Elizabeth 
Zaremba said, “When 
we first started out three 

years ago, I never imag-
ined we would place in 
the top 8 in the future. I 
could never have been a 
part of such a great team 
without such a wonder-
ful coach.” The team 
was coached by Mrs. 

JoHeather Arnett.
“Being able to compete 

in a national contest is a 
once in a lifetime experi-
ence,” said senior Kelsey 
Arnett. “I am so grateful 
for all of the help and 
guidance through our 
experience in this con-

test. It’s truly humbling 
to be able to see what 
results from intensive 
studying and hard work.”

Overall, the team 
earned a Gold Rating 
while three of the four 
team members earned a 
Gold Rating individually.

Junior Kara Williams 
remarked, “After compet-
ing for two years in such 
a competitive CDE it was 
great to see how much 
we accomplished through 
all our hard work. Being 
with this team was some 
of the most fun I’ve ever 
had.”

Coach JoHeather 
Arnett concluded, “Work-
ing with these four 
awesome young ladies 
has been a very reward-
ing experience for me 
as a teacher and coach. 
They put countless hours 
of studying and train-
ing and made it to the 
Nationals. They are a 
special group who has 
proven that with team-
work and determination 
they can accomplish 
great things. I am excited 
to see where future com-
petitions take them.”

Lynchburg-Clay FFA Milk Quality Team 8th in Nation

submitted photo
stacie Rhonemus, Advisor, Jo heather Arnett, Coach, Kara williams, Kelsey Arnett, elizabeth Zaremba, 
hailee waits, and Lora Kipply

By Amanda Rockhold
arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com

Editor’s note: This is 
the eighth in a series of 
monthly articles following 
a farm family through 
the course of a year. This 
year, Rural Life Today is 
following the Sandy and 
Guy Ashmore family in 
Clinton County.

CLARKSVILLE — The 
sudden cold weather in 
October and November 
left Sandy and Guy Ash-
more scrambling to cover 
their crops to protect 
them against the freeze. 
They covered most of 
everything and did not 
lose much.

Guy and Sandy of That 
Guy’s Family Farm in 
Clinton County said they 
were lucky with the big 
ice storm in November. 
Almost 200,000 people in 
the Cincinnati area and 
in Kentucky lost power 
Nov. 15.

“We feel for all the fami-
lies who still have crops 
out,” said Guy. “For corn 
and beans, it’s been a 
struggle and the weather’s 
still not good.” The Ash-
mores did not lose power, 
but the storm could have 
posed issues with their 
walk-in coolers.

The cold weather also 

signifies the start of their 
winter community sup-
ported agriculture (CSA) 
program.

The Ashmores started 
their winter CSA Nov. 7. 
Last year they had about 
40 members and are 
looking to have up to 50 
members total. This year 
about 10 percent of their 
members are new.

On the first Wednesday 
of every month during 
the winter, members have 
a two-hour window to 
pick up their products. 
The Ashmores have their 
orders ready to go in a 
crate when the customers 
arrive. Their members 
are all from within twenty 
miles and within Warren 
and Clinton Counties.

The Ashmores also par-
ticipate in the Deerfield 
Winter Farmers Market 
when they have enough 
produce leftover after 
they fulfill their winter 
CSA orders.

“It’s amazing how 
people show up in inclem-
ent weather,” said Guy. 
The winter market began 
in November and will last 
through April, every third 
Saturday of each month, 
10 to 11 a.m. at King-
swood Park in Mason, 
4188 Irwin Simpson Road 

45040.
Guy and Sandy Ash-

more are also selling 
once per month to Ohio 
Valley Food Connection 
(OVFC), an organiza-
tion that connects local 
farmers to a network of 
wholesale buyers. “OVFC 
is trying to get more 

farmers to more markets,” 
said Guy.

Guy said they plan to 
become certified for the 
United States Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) 
program, Good Agricul-
ture Practices (GAP). 
GAP is a voluntary audit 
and certification verifying 

that fruits and vegetables 
are produced, packed, 
handled, and stored as 
safely as possible to mini-
mize risks of microbial 
food safety hazards.

“[GAP] is relief for 
the buyer,” said Sandy, 
adding that institutional 
buyers want GAP certifi-

cation.
Guy added that GAP 

is an “assurance for the 
buyer that we’re follow-
ing good agricultural 
practices and someone’s 
overseeing it.” Last year 
Guy spent a day training 
to obtain the Food Safety 
Modernization Act certi-
fication.

winter season
With Christmas com-

ing, Sandy has been 
designing her yearly 
Christmas card, which is 
always inspired by their 
farm. This year she’s 
going to highlight the 
vibrant green and red 
colors of this year’s har-
vested radishes.

She has made a Christ-
mas card for more than 
25 years and during the 
years has expanded into 
their business. They will 
send out around 200 
cards.

“Before email it was a 
way to connect with our 
customers and the com-
munity,” said Guy.

Although Sandy said 
they have fewer commit-
ments during the winter 
months, that doesn’t 
mean the work stops. 
They will harvest about 
one per week and have 

Winter work on the Ashmore farm
Local, organic farmers talk ice and trade war

amanda rockhold | rural life Today
Guy and sandy Ashmore with their corn husker.

See FARM | 10
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FELICITY — More 
than 70 Felicity-Franklin 
FFA members traveled to 
Indianapolis for the 91st 
National FFA Conven-
tion & Expo, Oct. 24-27, 
where several members 
competed in the National 
FFA Agriscience Fair 
as well as the National 
Knowledge Quiz.

Two projects from Felic-
ity-Franklin FFA members 
in the National FFA Agri-
science Fair won their 
division and category 
along with $1,000 each. 
In the category of Power, 
Structural, and Technical 
Systems and Division 6, 
Joseph Glassmeyer and 
Jared Hamilton won for 
the third time in a row. 
Luke Jennings also won 
first in the nation with his 
project in Food Products 
and Processing Systems, 
Division 1.

Two projects were 
awarded third in the 
nation, including Nata-
lie Brueggemann and 

Ellie Sharp in Power, 
Structural, and Technical 
Systems, Division 4, who 
placed in the top three for 
the second time. Braden 
Blackburn and Seth 
Roehm also placed third 
with their experiment in 
Environmental Services/

Natural Resources Sys-
tems, Division 4. Each 
of these members took 
home $500.

Three other projects 
were finalists, with two 
placing seventh and 
the other placing ninth. 
These included Madison 

Baird and Reagan Lowe 
in the category of Plant 
Systems, Division 4, who 
placed seventh, Kyra 
Davidson in the category 
of Environmental Ser-
vices/Natural Resources 
Systems, Division 3, plac-
ing seventh, and Alisha 

Boone and Trinity Evans 
in Plants Systems, Divi-
sion 2, who placed ninth.

The National Knowl-
edge Quiz, which tests 
members’ knowledge of 
FFA history, the manual, 
and other facts was held 
on Tuesday, Oct. 23. 
Felicity-Franklin FFA took 
a middle school team, 
who were named National 
Champions, with Anna 
Swisshelm in first, Lily 
Taulbee in second, Angela 
Jones in third, and Alexis 
Egner in fourth.

The Junior Team placed 
fourth in the nation, with 
Chloe Taulbee in ninth, 
Tate Liming at 14th, Trin-
ity Evans taking 17th, 
Luke Dunaway in 20th, 
and Natalie Brueggemann 
at 21st. The Senior Team 
was named Reserve 
National Champions, with 
Luke Jennings in fifth, 
Kyra Davidson in 7th, 
Joey Glassmeyer in 11th, 
Bailey Lowe at 18th, and 
Madison Baird taking 
30th.

Outside of competi-
tions, FFA members 

attended sessions with 
over 69,000 other FFA 
members from across 
the country, featuring 
motivational speakers, 
awards, and the retiring 
addresses of national offi-
cers. This year, President 
Donald Trump spoke at 
one of these sessions, 
becoming the first presi-
dent in 40 years to do 
so. FFA members also 
explored the expo, which 
hosts colleges and com-
panies and educates FFA 
members on careers in 
agriculture.

Three FFA members 
received their American 
Degrees, the highest 
degree earned by FFA’s 
top members. These 
members were Alex 
Baird, Clinton Liming, 
and Emily Lawson.

FFA members toured 
Hunter’s Honey Farm 
and Ozark Fisheries, 
where they learned about 
bees, goldfish, and koi, 
as well as an Apache’s 
sprayer plant. Felicity 
FFA also attended a con-
cert by Garth Brooks.

Felicity FFA excels at 2018 National FFA Convention

submitted photo
national Knowledge Quiz competitors pose for a picture after taking the test. top row, left to right: 
Joseph Glassmeyer, Luke Jennings, Luke Dunaway, and tate Liming. sitting, left to right: Anna 
swisshelm, Madison Baird, Lily taulbee, Alexis egner, Angela Jones, Kyra Davidson, Chloe taulbee, 
natalie Brueggemann, trinity evans, and Bailey Lowe.

By Amanda Rockhold
arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com

COLUMBUS — The 
future of soybean and 
corn markets is becom-
ing unpredictable, said 
an agricultural economist 
at a conference focusing 
on next year’s agricul-
tural outlook.

“The things we used 
to depend on to tell us 

about commodity prices 
no longer exist,” said 
Ben Brown, Ohio State 
Farm Management 
Program manager and 
economist.

Brown spoke at the 
2018 Agriculture and 
Policy Outlook Confer-
ence, Nov. 2, at the 
Nationwide and Ohio 
Farm Bureau 4-H Center. 
His topic was “corn and 

soybeans struggle to find 
strength.” This annual 
event was hosted by The 
Ohio State University 
Department of Agricul-
ture, Environmental, and 
Development Economics.

“We still look at under-
lying fundamental con-
cepts of use and produc-
tion,” Brown said, and 
explained those concepts 
are supply, demand, 

use, export numbers, 
reports on the health of 
the crops, and even rain 
to some extent. He said 
these concepts are still 
valid, but are “getting 
outdone and overshad-
owed by Tweets, by 
administration that are 
really close to the subject 
matter.”

President Trump said 
in a tweet Nov. 1 that he 
had a “long and very good 
conversation” with Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping 

on trade and that it will 
continue later this month. 
Following the Tweet, soy-
bean prices on the stock 
market increased 30 cents 
to close at $8.69 a bushel. 
Brown said that there 
were no other factors to 
predict this would happen 
and make prices go up.

Brown said that the 
same factors still apply 
as they did last year, but 
Ohio is not seeing the 
same projected positives. 
Last year the United 

States benefited from 
the drought in South 
America.

“We were exporting 
record amounts of corn 
ethanol last January,” 
said Brown. But he said 
that he doesn’t see that 
happening this year.

“Gas prices are pre-
dicted up, where last 
year they were predicted 
down. Corn prices are 
cheap, so countries can 
get a bargain on corn,” 

Predictable becoming unpredictable in future markets
Outlook for next year’s corn and soybean markets

See MARKETS | 11

REAL ESTATE & AUCTION Co. LLC
200 E. Emmitt Avenue • Waverly, Ohio 45690

740-947-7577 Office • tommy.brewster@ymail.com
740-357-0325 Cell • 740-947-7578 Fax

www.brewsterauctions.com

O
H

-7
00

62
13

9

Manufacturers of Quality
Metal Roofing & Siding 

Trims & Accessories
 Visit our web site at www.BuckeyeMetalRoofing.com

or call us today at  740-998-4304
Monday - Friday 7:30am - 4:30pm      Saturday by Appointment

406 Jamison Road • Frankfort, Ohio 45628
FAX: 740-998-4307O

H
-7

00
86

86
9

Invest in something 
that lasts

1213 Cincinnati Ave.
Xenia, OH 45385

(937) 376-3344 
buckminnsdandd.com

Store Hours: M-F 9a-7p
Sat 9a-4p, Sun 11a-4p

O
H

-7
00

87
36

3

• Red Wings • Keen Utility 
• Birkenstock & More!

21 E. Main Street • Xenia, OH, 45385
 (937) 376-8156 • www.xeniashoe.com

Xenia’s Finest Shoe 
& Leather Repair

Xenia Shoe & Leather 
Xenia’s Finest Shoe Store

Shoe Store • Shoe Repair & Restoration 
Pedorthics • Zipper Repair

41
01

79
57

O
H

-7
00

87
37

0

R.W. LOUDERBACK & SON
New Construction • Repair • Emergency Call

We Do Sewer Cleaning
*Complete Water Systems 

*Well Work  *Ceramic Tile Installation
900 Birch Rd. • Xenia, Ohio

(937) 347-5178
OH.State License #18426/small

www.2xeniaplumbing.com
OH-70073785OH-70087375



10    Rural Life today – south ohio – December 2018
O

H
-7

00
93

02
6

Processors of Food Grade Soybeans  
for Domestic and International Markets

www.bluegrassfarmsohio.com

Offering
PREMIUM PRICES

for Food Grade Soybeans: 
NON-GMO 

& ORGANIC

Phone: 
(740) 426-6683

Fax: 
(740) 426-6684

P.O. 57 
9768 Mill-Jeff Rd. 

Jeffersonville 
Ohio 43128

Processors of Food Grade Soybeans  
for Domestic and International Markets

www.bluegrassfarmsohio.com

Offering
PREMIUM PRICES

for Food Grade Soybeans: 
NON-GMO 

& ORGANIC

Phone: 
(740) 426-6683

Fax: 
(740) 426-6684

P.O. 57 
9768 Mill-Jeff Rd. 

Jeffersonville 
Ohio 43128

Specializing in Roofing, Siding, Decks, Windows, Pole Barns, Concrete, 
Electrical Service Changes, Drywall, Metal Roofing, Gravel Hauling

PAY LESS With L&S

L & S Roofing & Construction

Office 1-937-981-1172      Cell 1-740-572-2724
Fully Insured  *  Licensed  *  Bonded  *  Over 20 Years Experience * BBB A+ Rating

Senior Citizens Discount • Always Low Price & Free Estimates

Blowout Special Prices on Metal 
Roofing & Dimensional Shingles !!

OH-70093821

382 ST. RT. 41, Hillsboro, OH  45133
8 miles south of Bainbridge

6.2 miles north of Sinking Springs

Now Open
Monday to Friday 9-5

Saturday 9-4

ARTIN’S
H e a r t h  &  H o m e

STOP PAYING THOSE HIGH HEATING BILLS!!!

Over 30+ Units on Display
Stoves • Wood-Gas-Coal • Chimneys • Stove Pipe •  Chimney Brushes and 

Rods • Hearth Boards •  EcoFans Head Lamps • and more!

Cold Weather Will Be Here Soon!

$$$AVE MONEY!!!

O
H

-7
00

93
79

5

plenty of maintenance to 
do on farm equipment.

Next month Guy said 
they should be working 
on the new greenhouse, 
where they will plant 
onions at the end of this 
coming January. They 
will also begin their end-
of-the-year record evalua-
tions next month, as well 
as ordering seeds.

Potatoes were their 
worst crop of the season, 
they said. They admit-
ted that they believe it 
was because of the high 
humidity and a lot of rain. 
However, their greens, 
onions and garlic turned 
out really well this year.

“Eggplants were a 
bust,” said Guy, adding 
that they planted more 
this year than they have 
in the past. Flea beetles 
hurt the crop. They will 
plant eggplants again 
next year, but not as 
much.

Guy and Connard, Guy 
and Sandy’s son, have 
started cutting cords 
of wood, which they do 
every year. A cord is the 
amount of wood that, 
when “racked and well 
stowed”, occupies a vol-
ume of 128 cubic feet.

They will cut ash, 
locust and oak, which 
they will burn throughout 
the winter. Connard has 

also finished plowing the 
new land he will farm 
next spring. He will oper-
ate about 14 acres of a 
neighbor’s land as organic 
certified.

Guy and Sandy’s daugh-
ter, Nellie, conducted 
a few wreath-making 
classes at the Mason Art 
Guild in December. Nellie 
operates That Girl’s Flow-
ers as a full-time flower 
farmer and florist.

The Ashmores cel-
ebrated Thanksgiving 

with their family. They 
get their turkeys from 
Dogwood Farms.

trade wars
Since March, sig-

nificant trade issues have 
generated the term “trade 
war,” with imposed tariffs 
on steel, soybeans and 
other products between 
the United States, China 
and other countries. This 
has created uncertainty 
among agricultural mar-
kets and commodities.

Guy and Sandy said 
that the current trade 
issues regarding tariffs 
have not affected them 
directly.

“Since we don’t raise 
commodities, we’re not 
really affected,” said Guy, 
as opposed to a farmer in 
a contract for set prices.

“Prices are set on those 
commodities and farmers 
can’t change it,” added 
Sandy. A commodity 
futures contract is an 
agreement to buy or sell a 

predetermined amount of 
a commodity at a specific 
price on a specific date in 
the future.

“It’s not easy to step 
out of those systems,” 
said Sandy, referring to 
commodities future prices 
and the farmers who are 
bound to such contracts.

“That’s why it would 
be nice if we had more 
local control, like local 
grain mills that would 
make local bread, things 
like that so commodity 

farmers would have more 
options,” said Guy.

The farm bill not being 
passed has not directly 
affected them either 
because they are not rais-
ing commodities, and 
are able to control their 
prices.

“A success story close 
by [is] Swallow Hill 
Dairy,” said Sandy. The 
owner of Swallow Hill 
Dairy bottles his own 
milk, makes his own 
yogurt and sells to two 
cheese makers. “He’s 
keeping his product 
and he’s able to control 
his prices by selling to 
the cheese makers and 
direct.”

The 2014 Farm Bill 
expired Sept. 30 and 
Congress has yet to 
finalize a new farm bill. 
Some programs end with 
the farm bill, such as 
cost share programs and 
EQIP.

“Right now it’s a ter-
rible time for dairy farm-
ers,” said Guy, referring 
to the many that have 
been going out of busi-
ness.

“We’re concerned 
about our neighbors,” 
said Guy.

Sandy said she would 
like to see more research 
on organics. “[Organic 
research] is a big deal 
and there’s not enough of 
it,” said Sandy.

Next month: More 
winter work and new land 
for next year.

amanda rockhold | rural life Today
Guy and sandy Ashmore in one of their coolers filled with winter storage squash.

from page 8

Farm
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said Brown. “Those are 
all things we used to look 
at and plan for. It’s all 
tied into available supply 
and total use.”

Corn, soybeans and other 
crops

The escalating trade 
tensions that began in 
spring of this year have 
caused uncertainty for 
soybean farmers.

Brown said that he sees 
more of a downside for 
soybeans and upside for 
corn. “If we look at tariffs, 
corn is affecting 15 per-

cent export of our crop, 
and 2 percent of that goes 
to China. The futures 
prices are anticipating 
farmers to shift acreage 
from soybeans to corn,” 
said Brown.

But Brown is not 
expecting a major shift in 
Ohio. Ohio farmers usu-
ally shift back and forth 
from soybeans to corn 
anyway.

Futures prices refers 
to a standardized formal 
contract, a legal agree-
ment to buy or sell some-
thing at a predetermined 
price at a specified time 
in the future.

“There’s room for 
upside potential in pric-
es,” said Brown.

Ohio farmers have the 
opportunity to double 
crops, weather permit-
ting. Double-cropping is 
a form of polyculture, in 
which a second crop is 
planted after the first has 
been harvested, or relay 
cropping, in which the 
second crop is started 
amidst the first crop 
before it has been harvest-
ed. Not all states can do 
this because of how early 
a frost comes in the year.

“Wheat increased last 
year, but didn’t lose soy-
bean acres,” said Brown, 
adding that Ohio was 
one of three main corn-
producing states that 
increased corn acreage 
since 2017. There’s also 

a chance that Ohio will 
increase in conservation 
reserve programs, accord-
ing to Brown, which 
would not add acreage 
production.

Brown said that with 
the current commodity 
prices it is possible that 
combined soybean and 
corn acres will reduce. He 
said that some of Western 
Corn Belt states might 
move back more toward 
corn, sorghum, cotton, 
sunflowers, canola, chick-
peas, and other more 
minor crops to replace 
some soybean acreage.

“We can assume that 
the trade war will diversi-
fy U.S. soybean exports,” 
said Brown. “We don’t 

see the positive like we 
did last year.” Soybeans 
could go lower, but it 
depends on what South 
American production 
looks like.

“Based on current sup-
ply and demand corn 
could easily be above 4 
dollars. If we look ahead 
at next year, even the 
futures prices are expect-
ed to be above 4 dollars,” 
said Brown. He said that 
based on current futures 
prices and USDA esti-
mates, they will be higher 
than they are right now.

“Soybeans is an 
interesting case. The 
USDA right now is 
forecasting soybeans as 
season-average marketing 

price, so the average of 
all prices across the year 
of $8.50,” said Brown, 
adding that the the 
United States is below 
that right now. “So if 
we’re below it now, that 
tells me that sometime 
in the future they’re 
expecting higher. I 
don’t know if we can get 
there.”

The difference is the 
ending stock numbers, 
according to Brown. 
The USDA is projecting 
about 800 million bush-
els of ending stocks. “I 
think we could be closer 
to 1 billion. So that will 
continue to put pressure 
on soybean prices,” said 
Brown.

from page 9
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