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New owners for Hills Supply

Submitted photo
Frank Burkett (left) and Mick Heiby, new owners of Hills Supply dairy supply company, Canal Fulton.

Frank Burkett and Mick Heiby begin new era of leadership

New study 
will track 
ways to 
cut runoff
By Kurt Knebusch
Ohio State Extension

COLUMBUS — 
Some farm fields in 
northwest Ohio’s Mau-
mee River watershed 
have more phosphorus 
than their crops can 
use. Called “elevated 
phosphorus fields,” 
such fields may be at 
higher risk of contrib-
uting to Lake Erie’s 
harmful algal blooms.

That’s the premise of 
a new five-year, $5 mil-
lion study that hopes 
to learn about those 
fields and lower that 
risk by creating new 
public-private partner-
ships.

Led by Jay Martin, 
an ecological engi-
neering professor 
with The Ohio State 
University’s College 
of Food, Agricultural, 
and Environmental 
Sciences (CFAES), the 
study plans to moni-
tor and manage more 
than a dozen elevated 
phosphorus fields, all 
in the Maumee River 
watershed.

Public-private 
partnerships

To do the work, the 
study is partnering 
with nutrient service 
providers — consul-
tants who advise farm-
ers on crop and soil 
matters, such as the 
types and rates of fer-
tilizer to apply — and 
some of the farmers 
they work with. The 
nutrient service pro-
viders are helping find 
farmers to help with 
the study; the farmers 
in turn are allowing 
their fields to be used 
as sites for the study.

“I’m excited,” said 
Martin, a faculty 
member in CFAES’s 
Department of Food, 
Agricultural and 
Biological Engineering 
and a faculty 

Hills Supply news release

CANAL FULTON – 
Hills Supply (Hills), a 
dairy supply company 
founded in 1979, has new 
owners. Partners Frank 
Burkett and Mick Heiby 
completed their pur-
chase of the company on 
Nov. 1 and immediately 
announced the purchase 
to the Hills employees and 
more than 850 customers.

New owners Heiby and 
Burkett bring more than 
55 years of combined 
dairy industry experience 
to the business.

“We see ourselves and 
our company as partners 
in production with our 
customers. Our experi-
ence in the industry gives 
us the unique understand-
ing of the dairy business 
necessary to best serve 
dairy producers,” Bur-
kett said. Together the 
partners are a dynamic 
leadership team poised to 
lead the dedicated men 
and women who make 

Hills Supply a premium 
supplier of dairy equip-
ment and supplies in 
Ohio and the surrounding 
states. Their combined 
and varied experience in 
the agriculture and dairy 
industries puts them in a 
unique position to under-
stand the challenges fac-
ing modern dairy farmers 
and to offer cost-effective 
solutions to their custom-
ers.

Burkett is a fourth-
generation dairyman and 
the managing partner of 
Clardale Farms in Stark 
County, where they cur-
rently milk 695 head 
of Holstein cattle, raise 
replacements and manage 
900 acres of land for crop 
production. He has served 
as chairman of the Hills 
transition team since the 
death of David Hill and 
his wife, Shin, in Decem-
ber 2016. Burkett is also 
the current president of 
the Ohio Farm Bureau 
Federation.

“Our number one 

goal is to maintain and 
improve the excellent cus-
tomer relationships and 
service that have been 
hallmarks of the company 
since its creation in 1979. 
We are going to put our 
customers and employees 
first. Everything else 
will work itself out,” said 
Heiby.

Heiby has been a 
member of the Hills 
Supply team since 2009, 
serving as a dairy hygiene 
specialist and account 
manager. Prior to his 
employment with Hills, 
he held a number of 
positions that provided 
unique experiences 
key to the dairy 
industry, including field 
representative for Milk 
Marketing, Inc., Farm 
Inspection Section Head 
for the Ohio Department 
of Agriculture and vice 
president of agricultural 
banking at National City 
Bank. He was also a 

Tariffs not the answer 
to trade deficit and 
problems with China
By Amanda Rockhold
arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com

COLUMBUS — Tariffs will not solve the United 
States trade deficit problem, and they probably 
won’t solve the problem of China stealing intellec-
tual property, according to Ian Sheldon, Ohio State 
professor and Andersons Chair of Agricultural Mar-
keting, Trade, and Policy.

“Trade is a positive sum game. Import tariffs will 
not solve the trade deficit,” said Sheldon. Accord-
ing to Sheldon, the United States currently imports 
more than it exports.

Sheldon spoke at the 2018 Agriculture and Policy 
Outlook Conference, Nov. 2, at the Nationwide and 
Ohio Farm Bureau 4-H Center.

Since March, when the United States imposed 
a tariff on foreign aluminum and steel, the phrase 
“trade war” has flooded media and discussions. 
China responded with its own tariffs on soybeans 
sold to China, the largest consumer of soybeans. 
Thereafter, multiple countries countered with tariffs 
on U.S. products, including corn, pork and other 
agricultural products.

“[The United States] spends too much and saves 
too little,” said Sheldon. He added that in contrast 
China saves too much and spends too little. “This 
is a well-understood problem,” said Sheldon. He 
added that the loss of soybean markets is an unin-
tended, but significant, consequence of the trade 
war.

In addition to the trade issues with China (and 
other countries), the topic of China stealing United 
States intellectual property has generated attention.

Sheldon said that there is evidence that China 
stole intellectual property from the United States.

“My argument, which is not unique to me, there 
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Submitted photo
ian Sheldon, ohio State professor and Andersons Chair of 
Agricultural Marketing, trade, and Policy, at the 2018 Agriculture 
and Policy outlook Conference, nov. 2, at the nationwide and 
ohio Farm Bureau 4-H Center.
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HAY LOADER CIRCA 1894

� is rope-type hay loader was used to pick cut hay o�  the ground 
and elevate it to the hay wagon. 
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The calendar says 
December 2018, which 
means another year is 
about to turn the page. 
Grinding corn for the 
steers on the first week-
end of December is a 
fairly easy job, in that 
we use one of the wagon 
loads of ear corn to grind, 
no shoveling required, 
just a corn rake in hand 
to keep the flow of ear 
corn into the grinder 

even, and to make sure 
the grinder doesn’t get 
overloaded. This activity 
also provides plenty of 
time to mentally rewind 
the year, and mentally 
prepare for Christmas 
and the upcoming year. 
Another round of “Christ-
mas Cheers and Jeers” is 
upon us…

Cheers to the combine 
salvage yards; they were 
combine lifesavers this 

year. It seems like 
they charge an arm 
and a leg for a part 
off of a wrecked or 
partially burned 
combine, but we 
always keep in mind, 
it’s cheaper than that 
$250,000 combine with a 
$50,000 grain head, and 
the $3,000 header wagon, 
plus all the other assorted 
high dollar goodies like 
GPS, extended warranty, 

and a flashing light 
to tell the whole 
world your grain 
tank is full…

Jeers to that 
IDIOT leader of 

North Korea. It appears 
to me he should just 
invest in a grocery store 
in order to feed his 
people, instead of nuclear 
weapons to feed his ego…

Cheers to the deer 
hunters of this year, and 
the deer season as it drib-
bles into next year. With 
the numbers reported 
so far this year, the deer 
herd has been thinned out 
a bit, meaning fewer col-
lisions between deer and 
vehicles on the road…

Jeers to the people who 
bully farmers via facebook 
and emails. Unless they 
plan on gathering and eat-
ing their own roots and 
berries in the near future, 
they really shouldn’t bad 
mouth farmers with their 
mouths full. Not all farm-
ers are bad people, and 
now with less than 1% 
of the U.S. population 
being reported as farm-
ers, these same people 
may be needing a farmer 
when feeding time 
comes. That is unless 
these same people want 
to live in North Korea…

Cheers to Ohio County 
Auditors, they made 
Christmas a bit easier 
again this year with a 
little lower real estate 
tax bill again…

Jeers to some of these 
moron politicians who 
now double as sexual 
predators. Maybe a 
couple of test cases of 
“enforced sterilization” 
will curb the urges of 
these septic tank dwell-
ers of society. Public 
Trust is just as it says, 
it isn’t a license to take 
advantage of others…

Cheers to that place 
called the Yoder & Frey, 
and their Monday Hay 
and Straw auctions. 
There’s not another 
place within a 75-mile 
radius where hay and 
straw is sold for the 
small horse and animal 
people on a regular 
basis. Besides, where 
else can somebody get 
rid of a few “extra” bales 
of straw, and the wife 
not knowing about the 
“extra” money…

Jeers to the still mass 
consolidation of farm 
machinery dealerships. 
Little dealers are fall-
ing by the wayside like 
leaves falling from a tree, 
in favor of a Walmart-like 

conglomerate, where 
price fixing simply has 
to be on the horizon. 
How can one ever hope 
to “strike a deal” on a 
piece of new or used 
farm machinery when 
one is dealing with the 
same company?

Cheers to the inven-
tion of the chain saw. 
I simply can’t imagine 
when the old timers talk 
about cutting wood “in 
the old days” with a two-
man crosscut saw. Some-
times running a chain 
saw for an afternoon 
is work enough, but a 
crosscut saw requires 
some big arm strength…

Jeers to the people 
who still think teachers 
really don’t “work past 3 
o’clock.” Have they ever 
heard of things called 
lesson plans and grading 
papers…at home?

Cheers to those things 
called ibuprofen pills. 
These are the pills that 
take away the muscle 
pain from muscles that 
you didn’t think you 
even had…

Jeers to the makers 
of farm machinery. 
Statistics show that 
there are more “smaller” 

Tales From the Farm: “Christmas Cheers and Jeers 2018”
Sam 
Hatcher
contributing 
columnist

 Margie Haehn of 
Botkins remembers well 
the lessons her parents 
taught her. They taught 
her faith, hard work and 
the importance of family. 
She is one of seven chil-
dren and like the saying, 
“All hearts come home 
for Christmas,” Margie’s 
heart has always been 
at home – whether it is 
Christmas or not.

She has always lived 
in Ohio, most of her 59 
years in rural Shelby 
County. She attended 
and graduated from 
Bluffton College, mar-
ried, raised her two chil-
dren in Botkins, and now 

lives what she says some 
people would call “a dull 
and boring life.” But she 
is okay with that because 
she is happy. Margie 
and her husband, Dan, 
love their small, wooded 
homeplace where they 
live with their dog and a 
coop full of chickens.

Margie taught Family 
and Consumer Science 
for 31 years and served 
as a Family, Career and 
Community Leaders of 
America (FCCLA) advi-
sor. Now retired, she 
and Dan enjoy the quiet 
of their country home 
being broken by the crow 
of their rooster each 

morning. They 
set out seed and 
enjoy watching the 
numerous birds 
flock to the feed-
ers. In the spring 
and summer they 
garden and process 
the produce from 
their harvests.

But retirement 
isn’t all about sit-
ting around and 
watching nature. 
Margie and Dan 
recently turned 
their living room into 
the headquarters for 
their sewing and quilt-
ing business. The busi-
ness includes fashion 

apparel, accesso-
ries, embroidery, 
woodworking, and 
repairing and refin-
ishing furniture. 
They also make 
and sell their own 
noodles and angel 
food cakes.

“I was blessed 
to grow up with 
a stay-at-home 
mom who was an 
excellent cook and 
baker,” Margie 
shares. “We always 

had cookies and pies.” 
As a teenager, Margie 
worked at the Chalet Inn 
and experienced making 
things like shrimp cock-

tail “which was never in 
my family’s budget or 
menu,” she remembers. 
Her mom was a good 
noodle maker so she and 
Dan spent time with 
Margie’s mom learning 
to make noodles the way 
she did. “We also went 
to noodle school and 
learned oodles of tips 
about the noodle-making 
craft,” she says.

Not surprising, com-
fort foods are on the 
menu at the Haehn home 
a lot and because they 
typically have a steady 
flow of eggs, Margie and 
Dan eat eggs for break-
fast just about every day, 

but their holiday meals 
are extra special. “When 
my parents were alive, 
we tried to always spent 
Christmas Eve with 
them,” Margie says.

“I would make ham 
and all the trimmings. 
We would go to Christ-
mas Eve mass and Dan 
and I tried to teach our 
children the reason for 
the season, so we really 
didn’t push Santa Claus. 
At Christmastime I 
enjoyed making cut out 
cookies with my children 
– the greatest pleasure 
being watching them 

All hearts come home for Christmas
Darla 
Cabe
contributing 
columnist

Margie Haehn 
of Botkins.

See HOME | 4
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Submitted article

KALIDA — Seventeen 
members of the Kalida 
FFA attended the 
91st National FFA 
Convention and Expo in 
Indianapolis, Oct. 24-26.

More than 65,000 
FFA members were 
in attendance at the 
convention, with 
400-plus exhibiting 
companies to network 

and build agriculture 
awareness for the next 
generation of leaders, 
employees, customers 

and advocates.
During the trip, 

students went on several 
industry tours, including 
Universal Lettering 
in Van Wert, Conner 
Prairie in Fishers, Ind., 
Trader’s Point Creamery 
in Zionsville, Ind., 
Huntington University 
in Huntington, Ind., 
and Black Pine Animal 
Sanctuary in Albion, 
Ind.

Kalida FFA attends 
National FFA Convention

By Amanda Rockhold
arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com

COLUMBUS — The 
future of soybean and 
corn markets is becoming 
unpredictable, said an 
agricultural economist at 
a conference focusing on 
next year’s agricultural 
outlook.

“The things we used 
to depend on to tell us 
about commodity prices 
no longer exist,” said Ben 
Brown, Ohio State Farm 
Management Program 
manager and economist.

Brown spoke at the 
2018 Agriculture and Pol-
icy Outlook Conference, 
Nov. 2, at the Nationwide 
and Ohio Farm Bureau 
4-H Center. His topic 
was “corn and soybeans 
struggle to find strength.” 
This annual event was 
hosted by The Ohio State 
University Department 
of Agriculture, Environ-

mental, and Development 
Economics.

“We still look at 
underlying fundamental 
concepts of use and pro-
duction,” Brown said, and 
explained those concepts 
are supply, demand, use, 
export numbers, reports 
on the health of the crops, 
and even rain to some 
extent. He said these con-
cepts are still valid, but 
are “getting outdone and 
overshadowed by Tweets, 
by administration that are 
really close to the subject 
matter.”

President Trump said 
in a tweet Nov. 1 that he 
had a “long and very good 
conversation” with Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping 
on trade and that it will 
continue later this month. 
Following the Tweet, soy-
bean prices on the stock 
market increased 30 cents 
to close at $8.69 a bushel. 
Brown said that there 
were no other factors to 
predict this would happen 
and make prices go up.

Brown said that the 
same factors still apply 
as they did last year, but 
Ohio is not seeing the 

same projected positives. 
Last year the United 
States benefited from 
the drought in South 
America.

“We were exporting 
record amounts of corn 
ethanol last January,” said 
Brown. But he said that 
he doesn’t see that hap-
pening this year.

“Gas prices are pre-
dicted up, where last 
year they were predicted 
down. Corn prices are 
cheap, so countries can 
get a bargain on corn,” 
said Brown. “Those are 
all things we used to look 
at and plan for. It’s all tied 
into available supply and 
total use.”

Corn, soybeans and other 
crops

The escalating trade 
tensions that began in 
spring of this year have 
caused uncertainty for 
soybean farmers.

Brown said that he sees 
more of a downside for 
soybeans and upside for 
corn. “If we look at tariffs, 
corn is affecting 15 per-
cent export of our crop, 
and 2 percent of that goes 

to China. The futures 
prices are anticipating 
farmers to shift acreage 
from soybeans to corn,” 
said Brown.

But Brown is not 
expecting a major shift in 
Ohio. Ohio farmers usu-
ally shift back and forth 
from soybeans to corn 
anyway.

Futures prices refers 
to a standardized formal 
contract, a legal agree-
ment to buy or sell some-
thing at a predetermined 
price at a specified time 
in the future.

“There’s room for 
upside potential in pric-
es,” said Brown.

Ohio farmers have the 
opportunity to double 
crops, weather permit-
ting. Double-cropping is 
a form of polyculture, in 
which a second crop is 
planted after the first has 
been harvested, or relay 
cropping, in which the 
second crop is started 
amidst the first crop 
before it has been har-
vested. Not all states can 
do this because of how 
early a frost comes in the 
year.

“Wheat increased last 
year, but didn’t lose soy-
bean acres,” said Brown, 
adding that Ohio was 
one of three main corn-
producing states that 
increased corn acreage 
since 2017. There’s also 
a chance that Ohio will 
increase in conservation 
reserve programs, accord-
ing to Brown, which 
would not add acreage 
production.

Brown said that with 
the current commodity 
prices it is possible that 
combined soybean and 
corn acres will reduce. He 
said that some of Western 
Corn Belt states might 
move back more toward 
corn, sorghum, cotton, 
sunflowers, canola, chick-
peas, and other more 
minor crops to replace 
some soybean acreage.

“We can assume that 
the trade war will diversi-
fy U.S. soybean exports,” 
said Brown. “We don’t see 
the positive like we did 
last year.” Soybeans could 
go lower, but it depends 
on what South American 
production looks like.

“Based on current sup-

ply and demand corn 
could easily be above 4 
dollars. If we look ahead 
at next year, even the 
futures prices are expect-
ed to be above 4 dollars,” 
said Brown. He said that 
based on current futures 
prices and USDA esti-
mates, they will be higher 
than they are right now.

“Soybeans is an inter-
esting case. The USDA 
right now is forecasting 
soybeans as season-aver-
age marketing price, so 
the average of all prices 
across the year of $8.50,” 
said Brown, adding that 
the the United States is 
below that right now. “So 
if we’re below it now, that 
tells me that sometime in 
the future they’re expect-
ing higher. I don’t know 
if we can get there.”

The difference is the 
ending stock numbers, 
according to Brown. The 
USDA is projecting about 
800 million bushels of 
ending stocks. “I think 
we could be closer to 
1 billion. So that will 
continue to put pressure 
on soybean prices,” said 
Brown.

Predictable becoming unpredictable
Outlook for next 
year’s corn and 
soybean markets

By Jennifer Kiel
reprinted with permission by Ohio 
farmer, where it first appeared in 
the December 2018 issue

My dad was hard-
working. Not a farmer, 
but a different kind 
of entrepreneur. Pops 
owned a construction 
company that built 
homes all across the 
state. There were years 
when jobs would pile up 
and the weather would 
get cursed for preventing 
progress. Even so, those 
were the good years. 
Demand was high.

Around Christmas-
time, his employees 

would all get nice bonus-
es. He knew the value of 
trusted and hardworking 
employees. Although 
much different than con-
struction, most farmers 
can relate.

The building industry 
has its cycles, too. I was 
in my teenage years 
when the backlog of 
jobs slowly dwindled as 
interest rates sucked the 
industry into a down-
ward spiral. Christmas 
bonuses were a thing of 
the past.

The choke hold con-
tinued for several years, 
and eventually, Pops shut 

down the business and 
reinvented himself, open-
ing a woodworking busi-
ness making furniture.

Unfortunately, for 
farmers, moving onto 
another profession is not 
that simple. Hanging on 
year after year is taxing.

Since 2013, farm 
income has been drop-
ping steadily. This year, 
according to USDA, the 
average farm’s income 
is projected to be 35% 
below its 2013 level. By 
most accounts, farmers 
are making about the 
same as they were 15 
years ago. The trade war 

and the ensuing tariffs 
are like dumping salt on 
an already open wound.

Despite the current 
agricultural climate, 
there remains hope. 
And despite the layers 
of challenges pecking 
away at profitability, try 
and shift negative energy 
into finding good things 
in life.

I recently came across 
an article written by 
Monica Kramer McCon-
key of Eyes on the Hori-
zon Consulting. It was 
published on the Upper 
Midwest Agricultural 

Safety and Health Center 
website.

During these challeng-
ing times, McConkey 
likens a farmer’s nega-
tive thoughts to that of 
a war on weeds. Saying 
weeds are “recurring, 
damaging and relentless. 
And at the moment you 
think you are gaining 
the upperhand with an 
effective herbicide or till-
ing strategy, a new more 
invasive harmful variety 
appears.”

When battling 
weather, low commodity 
prices and other factors 

beyond a farmer’s con-
trol, she says it’s “criti-
cal that we manage our 
thinking. Our thoughts 
affect our feelings and 
thus our behaviors. 
Negative thoughts, like 
weeds, if left uncon-
trolled, will take over 
and choke out all that is 
good.”

She urges farmers to 
control their thoughts 
daily and not let nega-
tive thoughts take a 
stronghold on happiness. 
Control what you can 
control.

As an agriculture 
family, we need to look 

Negative thoughts can be as damaging as weeds
During these challenging times, control what you can control, including your thoughts

See WEEDS | 4



4    Rural Life today – Northwest Ohio – December 2018

JAnuARY
Jan 7: Athens, Ohio Food 

Processors Workshop, 9:30 
a.m. - 5 p.m. at Athens Public 
Library, Large Meeting Room, 
30 Home Street, Athens, 
Ohio 45701. This event will 
be offered in five locations- 
Columbus, Athens, Bowling 
Green, Dayton and Cleveland 
throughout January. For more 
information visit: southcen-
ters.osu.edu/marketing/events/
value-added-workshops.

Jan. 9: Ohio Pesticide 
Recertification Conference, 9 
a.m. - 4 p.m. at 22 East Fifth 
Street, Dayton, Ohio. This 
conference is intended for 

individuals who hold a cur-
rent commercial pesticide 
license. For more information 
and to register, visit: https://
cfaes.osu.edu/news/events/
ohio-pesticide-recertification-
conference-dayton-2019.

Jan. 16-17: 2019 Ohio Pro-
duce Network at Embassy 
Suites in Dublin, OH. The 
Ohio Produce Network is the 
annual gathering for the fresh 
produce industry, including 
markets, in Ohio. The two-
day event includes numerous 
educational programs, a trade 
show, and ample opportuni-
ties to network with your 
peers. It’s hosted in a family-

friendly destination so that 
nobody is left at home. If you 
have any questions about this 
event, feel free to contact the 
OPGMA office at ohiopgma@
gmail.com or (740) 828-3400

Jan. 17-18: Greenhouse 
Management Workshop, 
Thursday, Jan. 17 - Friday, 
Jan. 18, 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
at The Ohio State University/
OARDC, 1680 Madison Ave., 
Wooster, Ohio 44691. Learn 
about how to optimize root 
zone dynamics, from nutri-
ents to water chemistry, for 
improved greenhouse pro-
duction. Both hydroponics 
and substrate-based culture 

systems will be addressed by 
experts from academia and 
industry. On-Site attendance 
and webinar registration are 
available. For more informa-
tion visit: http://www.cvent.
com/events/greenhouse-
management-workshop/event-
summary-aa00e2a9b2864207a 
ad11393e35e2744.aspx

Jan. 25-26: 2019 Ohio Aqua-
culture Association Confer-
ence, Friday, Jan. 25 at 1 p.m. 
to Saturday, Jan. 26 at 4 p.m., 
Quest Conference Centers, 
8405 Pulsar Place, Columbus, 
OH. More details coming soon. 
Visit: www.ohioaquaculture.
org/events/2019/1/25/2019-

ohio-aquaculture-association-
conference.

FeBRuARY
Feb. 14-16: The Ohio Eco-

logical Food and Farm Associa-
tion’s (OEFFA) 40th annual 
conference: Just Farming: The 
Path Before Us at the Dayton 
Convention Center in Dayton; 
Ohio’s premier educational and 
networking event for ecological 
farmers, backyard growers, and 
other committed to sustain-
able agriculture, local food, and 
green living. For more informa-
tion about the conference, or to 
register, go to www.oeffa.org/
conference2019.

AgRiCuLtuRe CALenDAR oF eventS

is bi-partisan, if not multi-
nation agreement, that 
something has to be done 
on how we transfer intel-
lectual property to the 
Chinese,” said Sheldon.

But tariffs are not the 
answer.

Sheldon argues for a 
consumption tax, which 
he said will not be popu-
lar. A value-added tax 
(VAT), a consumption 
tax, is a tax on the amount 
by which the value of an 
article has been increased 

at each stage of its produc-
tion or distribution.

Europe implemented 
a value-added tax in the 
1970s. Sheldon said that 
the VAT is completely 
legal in accordance with 
the World Trade Organiza-
tion (WTO). VAT is not a 
tariff, but an adjustment 
at the border for domestic 
taxes, said Sheldon.

WTO is an intergov-
ernmental organization 
that regulates interna-
tional trade, signed by 124 
nations in 1994. China 
joined the WTO in 2001.

“If we got rid of tariffs 
tomorrow, no harm no 

foul, maybe. If we con-
tinue this for years, we 
are going to lose market 
share, and it will take us 
a long time to get back,” 
said Sheldon. And this 
wouldn’t be the first time 
the United States has lost 
out on market share in the 
past year, according to 
Sheldon.

When President Trump 
withdrew the Unites 
States from the Trans-
Pacific Partnership in 
January 2017, the United 
States “threw away a real 
opportunity to set the 
rules for trade in Asian 
markets and gave up a lot 

of disciplines,” said Shel-
don.

“The only real solution 
is to reduce the fiscal 
deficit, which means raise 
taxes, but also means 
reduce spending, means 
reducing social safety net. 
It’s politically difficult to 
do,” said Sheldon.

trade is good
Sheldon explained that 

trade is good and it’s cor-
related with economic 
growth.

“Exports and imports 
are good. Trade is ben-
eficial and raises GDP 
(gross domestic product), 

more trade leads to more 
growth, more innovation,” 
Sheldon said. “Poorer 
consumers get more from 
free trade than wealthy 
consumers. Rich people 
benefit less from trade 
than poor people.”

He added that the 
United States didn’t lose 
with the North American 
Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA). The agreement 
was mutually beneficial 
for all countries (Canada, 
Mexico and the United 
States). However, there 
was a redistribution of 
wages as manufacturing 
jobs were sent to other 

countries, he said. But 
with that came an increase 
in innovation.

At the end of Septem-
ber, the United States, 
Mexico and Canada 
approved a revised North 
American trade deal, 
which will update NAFTA. 
Most of its key provisions 
will take effect in 2020.

“New boss same as the 
old boss, you win here you 
lose there,” Sheldon said, 
referring to the United 
States-Mexico-Canada 
Agreement (USMCA), 
which is replacing 
NAFTA. “It’s small pota-
toes.”
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decorate the cookies,” 
says Margie. “I recently 
began making the fruit 
cake that my mother-
in-law used to make for 
the Christmas holiday. It 
is one of my husband’s 
favorite cakes. New tra-
ditions are in the making 
as our children marry 
and bring home new dis-
coveries.”

And there it is 

again—that idea of 
coming home. It might 
be Margie’s daughter 
returning home for her 
mom’s vegetable soup or 
hamburger gravy or her 
son stopping in for his 
favorite tuna salad, but 
come home they do and 
it does Margie’s heart 
good. All hearts come 
home for Christmas…
and sometimes even for 
cookies!

John’s Assorted Chip 
Cookies

Ingredients:

½ cup plus 4 tbsp. 
butter

1 cup shortening
1 ½ cup firmly packed 

brown sugar
1 ¼ cup sugar
3 eggs
2 ½ tsp. Vanilla
4 cup unsifted flour
2 tsp. soda
1 ½ tsp. salt
3 ½ cups assorted 

chocolate chips
Preheat oven to 375 F.
Cream butter and both 

sugars. Beat in egg and 
vanilla. Stir in the eggs 
and vanilla. Blend in the 

flour mixture. Finally, 
stir in the assorted 
chips.

Drop cookies by 
round spoonfuls onto 
ungreased cookie sheets.

Bake 10 to 12 minutes 
or until golden brown.

Enjoy with a cold glass 
of milk!

Candy Apple Salad
Combine: 1 (16 oz.) 

container of Cool Whip
1 (3 ½ oz.) box French 

Vanilla Pudding
1 (20 oz.) can crushed 

pineapple with juice 

(Don’t drain)
6 diced (regular size) 

Snickers candy bars
4 chopped Granny 

Smith apples
Mix all together in a 

bowl. Chill and enjoy!

Sloppy Joe Sandwiches
1 lb. Hamburger or 

Ground Chuck
Dice raw vegetables 

and add to beef.
1 Tbsp. Onion
1/3 c. celery
1/2 Tbsp. Green Pepper
Brown beef and veg-

etables in large skillet 

on medium heat. Drain 
grease.

5 oz. Ketchup
1/3 c. water
1 Tbsp. Mustard
1 Tbsp. Vinegar
2 Tbsp. Plus 2 tsp. 

Brown sugar
1/2 Tbsp. Flour
1/2 tsp. Salt
1/4 tsp. Paprika
1/8 tsp. Pepper
Smidgeon of Chili Pow-

der
Combine remaining 

ingredients and simmer 
until vegetables are soft. 
Enjoy!
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farmers in the under 500 acre 
range, than there are large 
farmers in the 1,000 acre 
plus range. Why can’t these 

machinery makers make a 
smaller, reasonably priced, 
line of farm machinery? When 
the “big operators” trade 
in one of their combines 
or tractors, the thing is 
thoroughly whipped, and way 
t-o-o big for a smaller farmer 
to buy, way t-o-o expensive for 

the smaller farmer to buy, and 
even way t-o-o much money to 
repair for that matter…

Cheers to the USDA. The 
little “price adjustment” direct 
deposit that they are sending 
to farmers this fall is much 
needed to help make up the 
shortfalls in farm income this 

year, although that 1 cent per 
bushel on corn could have 
been raised a little bit more…

Jeers to the government of 
Communist China. Fair trade, 
is, after all, well, fair trade. 
Your people have got to eat, 
and if my history memory 
serves me correctly, the last 

time you wouldn’t make sure 
there was enough food to feed 
your people, they had that 
little thing called a r-e-v-o-l-u-
t-i-o-n…

Cheers to the Rural Life 
Today readers. May you have 
a Blessed and Prosperous 
Christmas and New Year.

from page 2

tales

out for one another. 
That means recognizing 
symptoms of depression, 
which include: depressed 
mood, change in sleeping 
(either too much or too 
little), change in weight 
or appetite, slowed move-
ments, inability to expe-
rience pleasure, with-
drawal from family and 
friends, fatigue or loss of 

energy, trouble concen-
trating, feelings of hope-
lessness, and thoughts of 
suicide.

Farmers are the tough-
est, most enduring 
people I know. They take 
great pride in taking care 
of the world by providing 
an abundant food supply. 
But they also need to 
take care of themselves 
and look out for one 
another.

Doctors, therapists, 
hospital emergency 

departments, mobile 
mental health crisis 
teams, faith commu-
nity leaders, and county 
social service and Exten-
sion staff have resources 
available to help.

As we head into the 
Christmas season, it can 
be both a joyous and try-
ing time. Make it a point 
to find good in every day.

To read McConkey’s 
article, visit: www.
umash.umn.edu/spot-
light-thoughts-weeds

from page 3

weeds

By Alayna DeMartini

COLUMBUS - 
American beech trees 
are dying in northeast 
Ohio and beyond. An 

Ohio State University 
study aims to figure 
out why.

The study is looking 
into the cause of beech 
leaf disease, which 
was first found in Lake 
County in 2012 and 
has since spread to 
nine other counties 
in Ohio, eight in 
Pennsylvania, one in 

New York and five in 
Ontario.

Young trees seem 
to be particularly 
susceptible to the 
disease, which initially 
causes dark stripes to 
appear on leaves, then 
deforms the leaves. 
Eventually the disease 

What’s killing beech trees?
Searching 
for answers

See KILLING | 7
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researcher with Ohio 
State’s Ohio Sea Grant 
program and the college’s 
Stone Laboratory. “This is 
a way that the agricultural 
community, Ohio State 
and U.S. Department of 
Agriculture researchers, 
and nongovernmental 
organizations can work 
together to address an 
important unknown. 
By doing so, this will 
improve water quality 
while supporting 
agricultural production.”

Maumee River watershed
Phosphorus runoff from 

farm fields is a significant 
driver of the harmful 
algal blooms plaguing 
Lake Erie. The blooms 
are sometimes toxic, are 
often many miles wide, 
and threaten recreation, 
tourism, drinking water 
safety and people’s health. 
The Maumee watershed, 
which empties into the 
lake at Toledo, is the 
lake’s largest source of 
phosphorus loading.

Martin said the study 
has four main parts: 
recruit the partner farm-
ers; measure phosphorus 
runoff on the farmers’ 
fields; use and evaluate 
best management practic-
es on the fields — practic-
es aimed at reducing the 

fields’ phosphorus runoff 
while also maintaining 
their yields; and then, by 
helping form further pub-
lic-private partnerships, 
expand the adoption of 
the practices throughout 
the watershed.

The study includes 
partners and support-
ers from CFAES, the 
Nature Conservancy, 
the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s Agricultural 
Research Service (USDA-
ARS), Ohio State’s Center 
on Education and Train-
ing for Employment, and 
12 Ohio agricultural busi-
nesses and organizations.

USDA’s National Insti-
tute of Food and Agricul-
ture is funding the study, 
which started in Septem-
ber and will run through 
summer 2023.

Lake erie algal blooms
Phosphorus, a nutri-

ent, is needed for crops 
to grow. It’s an important 
part of the fertilizers and 
manures that farmers 
apply to their fields. But 
rain can wash phosphorus 
out of the soil and then 
into drainage ditches, riv-
ers and eventually Lake 
Erie.

In 2016, Ohio, 
Michigan and the Cana-
dian province of Ontario 
agreed to reduce the 
phosphorus entering Lake 
Erie by 40 percent, with 
a goal of doing it by the 
year 2025. Experts think 

that such a reduction will 
keep the lake’s blooms 
at safe levels. Ongoing 
efforts to meet that goal 
involve farmers, scientists 
and agencies, among oth-
ers.

The new study, for its 
part, is specifically target-
ing elevated phosphorus 
fields, which bear that 
name because, after years 
of fertilizer or manure 
applications, they’ve accu-
mulated more phosphorus 
in their soil than their 
crops need. The excess 
doesn’t hurt the crops; 
the crops just don’t take 
it up. But sometimes the 
phosphorus is released 
from the soil and ends 
up in Lake Erie, where 
it contributes to harmful 
algal blooms.

“The hypothesis is that 
these elevated phospho-
rus fields contribute dis-
proportionately to nutri-
ent runoff,” Martin said.

Until now, however, 
testing that hypothesis 
has been difficult. Locat-
ing an elevated phospho-
rus field requires soil 
test results, and those 
aren’t public information; 
they’re often kept only 
between a farmer and his 
or her nutrient service 
provider. The new study 
is solving that limitation 
by enlisting those indi-
viduals as partners.

Research on farms
Martin said that as a 

first step, a partnering 
nutrient service provider 
will invite a farmer to 
participate in the study. If 
the farmer is interested, 
Martin and his colleagues 
will work with them to 
determine if the field has 
the needed characteris-
tics and to make sure the 
farmer is comfortable 
with the arrangements. 
The team will compen-
sate the farmer and nutri-
ent service provider for 
their time, will pay for 
implementing and main-
taining the management 
practices, and will keep 
the farmer’s name and 
location confidential.

If, on the other hand, 
the farmer isn’t interest-
ed, “things end there, and 
no one finds out anything 
about their field that they 
didn’t know before we 
started,” Martin said.

The team is now work-
ing to identify the study 
sites, with a goal of hav-
ing 14 fields.

new ways needed
In the Maumee water-

shed and in other places, 
some farmers are reduc-
ing their phosphorus 
runoff by using the “4R” 
practices. The 4Rs stand 
for the right source, right 
rate, right time and right 
place when it comes to 
applying fertilizer and 
manure. But the 4Rs 
don’t help on an elevated 
phosphorus field because 

the farmer has probably 
already stopped applying 
additional phosphorus 
fertilizer.

Instead, other best 
management practices are 
needed — ones that keep 
nutrients in the field or 
that trap them at the edge 
of the field before they get 
into waterways.

Martin said the study 
will implement a variety 
of best management prac-
tices at the study sites 
and then will evaluate the 
practices using edge-of-
field water sampling. The 
practices may include 
building wetlands, grow-
ing cover crops and 
installing phosphorus 
filters, among others. 
Based on the findings, the 
study will offer recom-
mendations for farmers 
and nutrient service pro-
viders.

The Maumee River 
watershed covers an area 
greater than Connecticut: 
more than 4 million acres 
in parts of three states 
— Ohio, Michigan and 
Indiana. The majority 
of the watershed’s land 
use is agriculture. About 
12,000 farmers live in the 
watershed.

who’s involved
Other CFAES research-

ers involved in the study 
are Margaret Kalcic, Ryan 
Winston, Mike Brooker 
and Nathan Stoltzfus of 
the Department of Food, 

Agricultural and Biologi-
cal Engineering; Robyn 
Wilson of the School of 
Environment and Natural 
Resources; Greg LaBarge 
of Ohio State University 
Extension; and Brian 
Roe of the Department 
of Agricultural, Environ-
mental, and Development 
Economics. OSU Exten-
sion is the college’s out-
reach arm.

Key partners on the 
study also include Jessica 
D’Ambrosio of the Nature 
Conservancy, Kevin King 
of USDA-ARS’s Soil 
Drainage Research Unit, 
the Nutrient Stewardship 
Council and the Ohio 
AgriBusiness Associa-
tion.

Collaborating on the 
study are four northwest 
Ohio nutrient service 
providers — Nester Ag, 
Legacy Farmers Coop-
erative, Nutrien Ag Solu-
tions, and the Farmers 
Elevator Grain and Sup-
ply Association — and 
the following organiza-
tions: the Ohio Corn & 
Wheat Growers Associa-
tion, the Ohio Soybean 
Council, the Ohio Pork 
Council, the Ohio Dairy 
Producers Association, 
Mercer County Com-
munity and Economic 
Development, and the 
Ohio Farm Bureau Fed-
eration.

To learn more about 
the study, contact Martin 
at martin.1130@osu.edu.
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By Amanda Rockhold
arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com

COLUMBUS — Farm-
ers have yet to see a new 
farm bill more than two 
months after the 2014 
Farm Bill expiration date.

What’s the hold up?
Carl Zulauf, Professor 

Emeritus at The Ohio 
State University, explains 
that the bill’s content 
regarding the Supplemen-
tal Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP), pay-
ment limits and land 
conservation programs 
have contributed to its 
holdup. The current farm 
bill expired Sept. 30.

As the Senate and the 
House continue to work 
towards an agreement to 
provide a new farm bill, 
Zulauf said that farmers 
are going to have to make 
decisions no matter what.

“You have to be in the 
room doing the nego-
tiations,” said Zulauf, 
explaining that no one 
can be certain of what 
exactly Congress dis-
cusses regarding the farm 
bill. “No matter whether 
we extend or pass a new 
farm bill, farmers are 
going to have make deci-

sions for 2019 on which 
program to sign up for.”

The farm bill is a large 
and significant piece of 
federal legislation that 
impacts agriculture 
and many agricultural 
programs. A new one is 
passed every five years 
or so, going through a 
process where the Sen-
ate and House come up 
with their own versions 
before one bill is finalized 
through Congress, then 
a conference committee 
and then to the president.

Zulauf suggested that 
Congress might extend 
the farm bill for one year, 
two years, or even more. 
Congress extended the 
farm bill in 2013 before 
finalizing and passing the 
2014 Farm Bill because 
of budgetary reasons. 
“This [2018 Farm Bill] 
is an argument over 
content of the bill itself, 
which means you get into 
budget, how you spend 
money,” said Zulauf.

In a House Agriculture 
Committee news release, 
Nov. 29, the House and 
Senate Agriculture Com-
mittee Chairmen Mike 
Conaway (R-Texas) and 

Pat Roberts (R- Kan.) and 
Ranking Members Col-
lin Peterson (D-Minn.) 
and Debbie Stabenow 
(D-Mich.) made the fol-
lowing announcement on 
the state of 2018 Farm 
Bill negotiations:

“We’re pleased to 
announce that we’ve 
reached an agreement 
in principle on the 2018 
Farm Bill. We are work-
ing to finalize legal and 
report language as well 
as CBO scores, but we 
still have more work to 
do. We are committed to 
delivering a new farm bill 
to America as quickly as 
possible.”

Ben Brown, Ohio State 
Farm Management Pro-
gram manager, College 
of Food, Agricultural and 
Environmental Sciences, 
spoke during an “Ask 
the Expert” session at 
the 2018 Farm Science 
Review near London, 
Sept. 20.

His topic? Farm Bill 
2018: The Clock is Tick-
ing.

“I’m not really sure 
what a compromise looks 
like,” said Brown, refer-
ring to issues the Senate 
and the House are still at 
odds over, such as SNAP 
work requirements and 
others. Eighty percent of 

the farm bill expense goes 
to nutrition, according to 
Brown. “With nutrition, 
that’s the big sticking 
point that [the Senate and 
House] will have to work 
through.”

President Donald 
Trump said during a 
news conference, Nov. 7, 
the day after the midterm 
elections, “We could 
have had [the Farm Bill] 
approved any time. But 
we’re looking to get work 
rules approved; the farm-
ers want it, I’d like it. The 
problem is the Democrats 
are not giving us the 10 
votes that we need. We 
could have it very fast 
without the work rules, 
but we want the work 
rules in and the Demo-

crats just don’t want to 
vote for that.”

Brown said that there 
have always been work 
requirements within the 
SNAP program.

“The House makes 
amendments to strength-
en them and extend the 
work requirements from 
59 years of age to 69,” 
said Brown. He added 
that the Senate does not 
want to extend the work 
requirements because 
that limits who can get 
the benefits. “So [the 
Senate and House] have 
jointly been opposed to 
the bill because of those 
work requirements.”

Zulauf admits that he 

What’s the holdup on a new farm bill?
Congress still debating over content

Photos by  amanda rockhold | rural life Today
Ben Brown, Farm Management Program manager at ohio State, 
during an “Ask the expert” session at the Farm Science Review near 
London, Sept. 20. His topic was the 2018 Farm Bill.

Carl Zulauf, Professor emeritus at the ohio State university speaking 
at the 2018 Agriculture and Policy outlook Conference, nov. 2.

See BILL | 7
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By Dorothy J. Countryman
dcountryman@aimmediamidwest.
com

HIGHLAND COUN-
TY—It started as an 
all-boys club, but in 
2019 the National FFA 
Organization, previously 
known as Future Farmers 
of America, will mark the 
50th anniversary of young 
women becoming active 
members of the group. In 
Ohio, and throughout the 
country, FFA chapters are 
preparing to celebrate, 
but eight decades ago it 
didn’t look like such a 
thing would ever happen.

In 1928, the Future 
Farmers of America came 
into being as a leadership 
and vocational train-
ing program for young 
men. When the official 
constitution was written 
later that same year, it 
read: “any student of 
vocational agriculture, 
who is regularly enrolled 
in a part-time, day unit, 
or all day class is entitled 
to active membership” 
[emphasis added].

Nevertheless, at the 
group’s third national 
assembly in 1930, the 
boys voted to exclude 
their female counterparts 
from any role except 
that of FFA Queen or 
FFA Sweetheart. For a 
while that was the status 
quo, but at the end of 
World War II when it had 
become clear to everyone 
that women had been 
running farms, managing 
livestock, and generally 
performing a wide variety 
of agricultural functions 
without male assistance, 
the tide began to turn.

In each successive year 
from 1946 forward, the 
girls and their supporting 
advisors worked at infil-
trating the organization. 
In 1948, Beverly Poff 
of Christiansburg, VA 
became the first female 
to win the national FFA 
Public Speaking contest. 
It was only a tiny crack in 
the wall, but it led to big-
ger things.

Fully recognized, active 
membership eluded them. 
In Ohio, the agricul-
tural industry leadership 
remained all-male. Over 

the next decade, many 
FFA teachers held fast to 
the dictum of Hillsboro’s 
legendary advisor, Edgar 
Fawley, who told his 
incoming Greenhands in 
1959, according to stu-
dent David E. Ludwick, 
“Girls can take agricul-
ture classes. They can’t 
be in FFA!” and it seemed 
to the boys at the time 
that Fawley was in favor 
of keeping it that way.

At the opposite end 
of the spectrum, advisor 
James Bratton, whose 
Mowrystown FFA mem-
bers were Hillsboro’s 
archrivals, worked hard 
to recruit young women. 
“FFA was his life,” Brat-
ton’s son, Butch, said 
recently. “He wanted the 
girls there.” Bratton was 
advisor from 1956 to 
1976, and he was excited 
when the national orga-
nization finally voted the 
girls into full member-
ship in 1966. When Ohio 
revised its constitution 
to include the women in 
1969, he had two candi-
dates ready to start: Carla 
Michael and Vicki Hauke 
became the first Mowrys-
town FFA women in the 
fall of 1970.

Gallia County’s June 
Jones was the state’s first 
female Star Agribusi-
nessman (yes, man) in 

1973. Sharon Mangun 
of Carrollton was the 
first female state officer, 
serving in 1974-75. Jodi 
Peacock of Medina was 
the first female National 
Star Agribusinessperson 
in 1976. The first team 
of women to be officers 

in Ohio’s state organiza-
tion, elected for 1976-77, 
included Peacock, Irma 
Henry of Northwest Clark 
FFA, and Sue Clark of 
Indian Valley FFA.

As the national organi-
zation prepared to cele-
brate its 75th anniversary 

in 2008, 
almost half 
of state 
leadership 
positions 
throughout 
the country 
were held 
by women 
and 38 
percent of 
the total 
membership 
was com-

prised of women. Today, 
Ohio has 315 chapters 
with 25,237 members 
who learn and compete 
in more than 300 career 
fields related to the sci-
ence, business and tech-
nology of agriculture. 
There’s been enormous 
change, but more is still 
to come.

“When I was in [FFA],” 
Butch Bratton said, “we 
were mostly country 
kids” and the focus was 
on production agricul-
ture. Members raised 
cattle, hogs and sheep. 
They learned how to 
build barns, measure fer-
tilizer and soil additives, 
and weld so they could 
repair machinery. “I don’t 
remember any problems” 
when the girls joined the 
group although others 
may have anticipated 
there would be. Now, 
“the largest chapter is in 
Philadephia. I expect it 
will get bigger. There are 
three girls and three boys 
on the new national offi-
cer team.” These are all 
good things, he says.

Although many schools 
closed their industrial 
arts classrooms in the late 
1990s- early 2000s, those 
“shop” classes gradually 
slipped back into the agri-
culture classes. Today, 
it’s as likely that a girl 
will emerge from under a 
welder’s helmet as a boy. 
Both boys and girls are 
to be found up to their 
thighs in soil pits as they 
study the structure of not 
only crop fields but also 
the foundational soils for 
urban buildings. They 
compete in a host of proj-
ects. Within their chap-
ters they organize and 
participate in community 
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FFA—not just for boys anymore

James 
Bratton, 
Advisor of 
Mowrystown 
FFA, 1956-
1976.

Photo by marti bratton
American degree holder Butch Bratton and his granddaughter, 
Cayla, of Mowrystown FFA. Cayla received her American degree 
at the 2018 national FFA Convention & expo. According to Butch, 
this award “would have made her great-grandfather’s (the late 
James Bratton, FFA advisor and an American degree holder) day.” 
it certainly made hers.

Submitted photos
greene Career Center’s Cedarville Satellite Program sent a delegation to the national FFA Convention 
and expo in october. Shown, left to right, front row: First-Year Advisor Sarah Landis, and students: Lilly 
Frizzell, grace Smith, Kayla Horney; Back row: gunnar gannon, Rylee Ankeney, Ruby Stack, CC Horney, 
and Jackson Ryman.

By Dorothy J. 
Countryman
dcountryman@
aimmediamidwest.com

INDIANAPOLIS—
FFA students from 
throughout Ohio 
were awarded their 
American degrees 
at the 91st National 
FFA Convention & 
Expo in October. The 
American degree is 
the highest award 
that can be earned in 
the organization. It is 
presented to those indi-
viduals who have been 
active members for the 
previous three years, 
who have earned their 
state degrees; have 
completed their sec-
ondary instruction in 
agriculture education, 
and have operated an 
outstanding supervised 
agricultural experience 
program. Addition-
ally, they must show 
evidence of community 
service, leadership and 
outstanding scholastic 
achievement.

Of the 4,255 Ameri-
can degrees awarded 
this year, 434 went to 
Ohio students, 224 of 
whom were girls. Many 
of these individuals are 
members of families 
with multiple Ameri-
can degree designees. 
Cayla Bratton of the 
Mowrystown FFA was 
one of the three women 
from that chapter to be 
recognized. Her older 
sister, father, grandfa-
ther, great-grandfather, 
and some uncles and 
aunts have received the 
degree.

“I was excited and 
blessed” to be on that 
stage, Bratton said of 
the award ceremony. 
“I am thankful that I 
was able to wear the 
blue jacket and carry 
on the FFA tradition in 
our family.” She added 
that public speaking, 
leadership and what 
agricultural life is 
about were the impor-
tant things she learned 
in her years as an FFA 
student.

American 
Degrees 
awarded to 
Ohioans

See BOYS | 7
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service projects, and help 
each other study their 
academic curriculums. 
Urban and rural students 
regularly visit each other’s 
schools to learn about 
how agriculture fits in 
both settings.

Sarah Landis is in her 
first year teaching agricul-
ture at the Greene County 
Career Center’s Cedar-
ville Satellite Program. 
She was a state officer, 
representing the Valley 
View chapter in 2016. 
The chapter there was 
“primarily female as we 
had female teachers for 
the most part,” she said. 
“My father was very sur-
prised when he attended 
the 2016 convention. He 
just couldn’t get over how 
many girls he saw com-

pared to boys.” She added 
that many of the leader-
ship roles in the chapter 
she advises now are held 
by young women.

Speaking to the 91st 
annual National FFA 
Convention & Expo in 
Indianapolis this past 
October, Allison Flinn, 
associate director of 
public policy and govern-
ment relations (U.S. 
& Canada) for Merck 
Animal Health, said she 
has seen an increase of 
women in leadership in 
the fields of animal and 
veterinary sciences. She 
thinks women participat-
ing in agricultural fields 
is “becoming more and 
more prevalent.”

Flinn was just one of 
the women who work 
in agriculture-related 
careers who came to the 
convention to encour-
age the young women to 
keep trying to do their 

best in the organization 
and the industry. Jeanna 
Eppley, FFA advisor from 
Seymour, IN, told the 
girls, “I’m seeing a huge 
growth in females taking 
leadership roles in indus-
try and in our commu-
nity, even beyond agri-
culture.” She instructed 
them, to stick “to your 
guns, saying ‘I’m going 
to do it. No one’s going 
to tell me I can’t.’ ”

As the golden anni-
versary for the girls 
gets underway, Brat-
ton remarked that his 
dad would be proud of 
today’s FFA members, 
and especially of his 
great-granddaughter who 
just earned her American 
degree. “There’s just 
something about that 
jacket,” he said. “When 
kids put on that blue 
jacket they become bet-
ter kids. We need more 
of that.”

from page 6

Boys

understands why SNAP 
has captured a lot of 
attention. But it’s not the 
only holdup with the farm 
bill. Payment limits and 
conservation programs 
are also causing debates 
among the Senate and the 
House.

“There’s a real differ-
ence, multifaceted differ-
ences, about conservation 
between the Senate and 
House,” said Zulauf. “To 
me the real debate is cen-
tered in the conservation 
programs, not totally, but 

significantly.” He added 
that there are studies that 
have come out, question-
ing whether the conserva-
tion programs are actually 
working. He said that 
conservation is being 
redefined.

“There’s enough dif-
ferences that it’s been a 
meaningful discussion 
going on,” said Zulauf.

Zulauf said that the 
farm bill not being final-
ized affects farmers in 
varying ways. Some 
programs expire with the 
farm bill and some do 
not. The biggest impact 
will come from programs 
with differing end dates 
that don’t necessarily 

depend on the farm bill, 
such as the federal crop 
insurance program, the 
dairy program and SNAP. 
The Dairy Margin Protec-
tion Program will expire 
Dec. 31 of this year 
and the wheat program 
expires in June 2019.

Certain programs that 
expire with the farm bill, 
such as Ag Risk Coverage 
(ARC) and Price Loss 
Coverage (PLC) will 
revert to what is known 
as permanent law. This 
refers to farm policies 
enacted in the Agriculture 
Adjustment Act of 1938 
and the Agricultural Act 
of 1949.

“Reverting permanent 

legislation, the one to 
worry about would be 
dairy,” said Zulauf, as this 
could cause a big price 

increase for milk in gro-
cery stores.

For more information 
on the farm bill visit: 

www.agriculture.senate.
gov/2018-farm-bill or 
www.agriculture.house.
gov/farmbillfrom page 5
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partner in several dairy 
operations, including 
Dalwood Farms.

Hills will host a series 
of meet and greet events 
in December where dairy-
men and women can meet 

with the new owners, cur-
rent staff and key vendors. 
The meet and greets will 
be held from 10 a.m. to 2 
a.m. at five locations dur-
ing the week of Dec. 17.

• Monday, Dec. 17 
at Hoss’s Family Steak 
& Sea House, 1948 
Leesburg-Grove City Rd, 
Grove City, PA 16127

• Tuesday, Dec. 18 
at Das Dutch Kitchen, 
14278 East Lincoln Way 
(US 30), Dalton, OH 
44618

• Wednesday, Dec. 19 
Deer Creek Lodge, 22300 
State Park Rd 20, Mt. 
Sterling, OH 43143

• Thursday, Dec. 20 
Romer’s Catering. 321 

South Eastern Ave (SR 
118), St. Henry, OH 
45883

• Friday, Dec. 21 Kahle 
Farms, 9351 County Road 
I-15, Ottawa, OH 45875

Appetizers and refresh-
ments will be served. 
All dairy producers are 
welcome. Please RSVP 
via email to: Hannah@

HillsSupply.com or call 
330-854-5720.

“We are excited for 
the opportunity to meet 
our customers and fellow 
dairyman from Ohio and 
the surrounding states,” 
said Heiby.

For more than 39 
years, the team at Hills 
Supply has been a vital 

force in the success of 
dairy farmers across 
Ohio and the surround-
ing states. Together with 
dairy industry leaders 
like DeLaval, Jamesway, 
Mueller, Afimilk, and Joz 
they provide profitable 
solutions, equipment, and 
supplies to dairy opera-
tions 24/7.

from page 1
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can kill the trees.
“There’s no similar 

forest tree disease 
that we are aware of 
anywhere,” said Enrico 
Bonello, a professor 
of plant pathology in 
Ohio State’s College of 
Food, Agricultural, and 
Environmental Sciences 
(CFAES), who oversees 
the study.

“It’s really a black 
box,” he said. 

Working under 
Bonello’s supervision, 
doctoral graduate 
student, Carrie Ewing, 
is comparing the genes 
of microorganisms 

present in leaves that 
have symptoms of 
beech tree disease 
and those that do not, 
hoping to identify the 
microorganisms that 
are uniquely associated 

with beech leaf 
disease. She’s trying to 
determine whether the 
mystery microorganisms 
causing the disease 
are viruses, fungi, 
bacteria, phytoplasmas 

or nematodes. 
Phytoplasmas are 
bacteria without cell 
walls. Nematodes are 
microscopic worms.

“We are comparing 
huge amounts of data, 
kind of a shotgun 
approach,” Bonello said. 
“It’s like trying to find 
a needle in a haystack 
by comparing various 
haystacks.”

If the infected 
plants have genetic 
material from a specific 
microorganism that the 
uninfected plants don’t 
have, Ewing then can 
zero in on the suspected 
pathogen and inoculate 
healthy trees with it 
in an attempt to prove 
that the pathogen is 

the cause of beech leaf 
disease. Ewing expects 
to have study results by 
this summer.

Meanwhile, the 
U.S. Forest Service 
and researchers with 
Lake County’s Holden 
Arboretum in Kirtland 
are conducting a separate 
study on potential causes 
of the disease. They are 
looking into whether 
nematodes found two 
years ago on infected 
beech leaves are causing 
the disease or if they 
were just present on 
infected leaves.

Ohio has 17 million 
American beech 
trees. Many of them 
in northeast Ohio, 
particularly along or near 

Lake Erie, are afflicted 
with the disease, Bonello 
said.

The disease was first 
reported on American 
beech trees, the only 
beech trees native to 
North America, but 
similar symptoms have 
been found on European 
beech and Oriental beech 
trees in nurseries in Lake 
County, where beech leaf 
disease was first found.

“That suggests other 
species are susceptible,” 
Bonello said. “So there’s 
potential for the disease 
to spread worldwide 
in the northern 
hemisphere.”

Submitted by Ohio State’s 
college of food, agricultural, and 
Environmental Sciences.

Photo courtesy of cfaES
American beech leaf disease is killing trees in northeast ohio as 
well as in Pennsylvania, new York and ontario.

from page 4

Killing
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By Camri nelson
cnelson@limanews.com

LIMA — Keynote 
speaker and attorney, 
Lee Schroeder, discussed 
several contemporary 
and current legal issues 
regarding farmland 
preservation during the 
West Central Ohio Land 
Conservancy 13th annual 
meeting in November at 
The Ohio State Univer-
sity at Lima.

The Ohio Conservation 
and Agriculture Ease-
ment Law Process and 
Protection, the Johnson 
case, the Ohio CAUV 
law and federal deduct-
ibility of conservation 
easements were just some 
of the contemporary and 
legal issues discussed. 
Several landowners and 
West Central Ohio Land 
Conservancy members 
across Allen, Auglaize, 
Hardin, Hancock, Mercer, 
Putnam, and Van Wert 
counties attended the 
annual meeting.

The West Central Ohio 
Land Conservancy is 
a volunteer, non-profit 
organization that helps 
assist land owners with 
preserving and protecting 
their land through the use 
laws such as conservation 
easements.

An easement is a law 
that helps conserve and 

preserve agricultural 
land. Right now, the West 
Central Ohio Land Con-
servancy has completed 
17 easements with more 
than 1,553 acres of land 
and is currently working 
on completing three more 
with 750 acres of land.

The Johnson case 
was one of the most sig-
nificant easement cases, 

according to Schroeder. 
The case was about an 
easement signed by a 
mother and her children, 
and how her son tried 
to breach the subdivi-
sion restriction once the 
mother passed.

However, the Ohio 
Court of Appeals judge 
ruled that the subdivi-
sion restriction can be 

enforced through an ag/
conservation easement. 
The Ohio Conservation 
and Agriculture Ease-
ment Law Process and 
Protection helps protect 
those with easements 
preserve and conserve 
their property.

“The biggest worry 

amongst those of us that 
are in the ag real estate 
world was that if they 
stop this [subdivision] 
and for some real estate 
reason when do they 
start to peel at this,” said 
Schroeder. “With ease-
ments if it is written a 
certain way, it is binding.”

Schroeder also men-
tioned how the change in 
the Ohio CAUV law will 
help lower the tax rate of 
a landowner’s land that 
is not actively farmed. 
That land includes ditch 
banks, tree lines and 
fence rows.

“The CAUV law 
changed and it made it 
a little bit more friendly 
to farmers because of 
the up and down farm 
economy,” said Schro-
eder. “The CAUV values 
were not stuck at a high 
value for an aggressive 
downtown economy, but 
it also had a significant 
impact on saving real 
estate taxes in the state.”

Another incentive for 
eligible landowners with 
easements is that if they 
decide to donate or sell 
the easement they can 
get an income tax reduc-
tion through the Federal 
deductibility of conserva-
tion easements.

“You get a federal 
tax reduction spread 
out over several years,” 
said Schroeder. “It’s a 
great gig because almost 
always there is not 
enough money to fully 
compensate someone for 
it.”

reach camri Nelson at 567-242-
0456 or on Twitter @camriNews.

West Central Ohio Land Conservancy discusses easement benefits

camri Nelson | The lima News
west Central ohio Land Conservancy annual meeting keynote speaker and lawyer Lee Schroeder discussed current legal issues regarding 
farmland preservation during the west Central ohio Land Conservancy annual meeting at the ohio State university at Lima, recently.
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Fun Farm Facts
RuralLifeToday.com

Did you know?
Christmas trees

This time of year lights are strung around Christmas trees, an economically viable 
Ohio crop, lighting up windows and homes. Below are facts about Christmas trees.
    •  There are close to 350 million Real Christmas Trees currently growing on 

Christmas Tree farms in the U.S. alone, all planted by farmers.
    •  There are more than 400 Ohio Christmas tree producers; more than 15,000 U.S. 

producers; and more than 100,000 people employed by the real Christmas tree 
farming industry.

    •  It can take as many as 15 years to grow a tree of typical height (6 - 7 feet) or as 
little as 4 years, but the average growing time is 7 years.

    •  For every Real Christmas Tree harvested, 1 to 3 seedlings are planted the 
following spring.

    •  The top selling Christmas trees nationwide are Balsam Fir, Douglas Fir, Fraser 
Fir, Noble Fir, Scotch Pine, Virginia Pine and White Pine.

    •  Approximately 30 million real Christmas trees are sold in North America every 
year, totally over $1.2 billion in sales. About 78% of these are pre-cut trees and 
22% cut-your-own.

    •  One acre of Christmas trees produces the daily oxygen requirement for 18 
people.

    •  In 1510 the first known decorated Christmas tree appeared in Riga, Latvia. 
Paper, fruits and sweets adorned early Christmas trees. The first retail Christmas 
tree lot was in Germany in 1531.

    •  Real Trees are a renewable, recyclable resource. Artificial trees contain non-
biodegradable plastics and possible metal toxins such as lead.

    •  There are more than 4,000 local Christmas Tree recycling programs throughout 
the United States.

Sources: 
www.sugarpinesfarm.com/tree-fun-facts
www.realchristmastrees.org/dnn/Education/Quick-Tree-Facts

For Updated Farm and Agricultural 
Information, go to...


