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Student
rides
retired
racehorse
to nationals
By Randy Jarvis
For Rural Life Today

WILMINGTON
— Only the crème
de la crème of Thoroughbred racehorses
spend their retirement
years living a life of
luxury, breeding future
champions. So, what
becomes of the overwhelming majority
of off-the-track Thoroughbreds — the nonelite — who aren’t of
breeding stock and
are too old, injured or
ineffective to continue
racing?
Enter the Retired
Racehorse Project,
which seeks to transition these majestic
animals into second
careers. Some become
polo ponies or pleasure horses while others work on ranches
or train to compete in
such arenas beyond
the racetrack as dressage horses, hunters
and jumpers.
The bottom line
is the animals can
continue to lead useful and fulfilling lives
instead of being devalued and literally sent
out to pasture. Count
among their advocates
Wilmington College
senior Alison Davis,
an equine business
management major
from Gallipolis.
Two years ago, she
volunteered with the
Retired Racehorse
Project, an experience
that helped define her
interest and future in
the equine industry.
“It was amazing and
inspiring. They show
that these former race
horses are still valuable after they retire
from racing careers,”
she said. “I knew that,
from then on, my next
horse would be an
off-the-track thoroughSee rides | 4
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OFB, North High Brewing
announce centennial beer
Ohio Farm Bureau news release

COLUMBUS — Ohio’s
farmers and craft beer
enthusiasts will soon
celebrate the release of a
new specialty beer. Cover
Crop, from North High
Brewing, will commemorate the 100th anniversary
of Ohio Farm Bureau.
Cover Crop is a lightbodied, golden ale. Its
name honors the revival
of a farming practice that
sustains the land and its
surrounding environment.
Cover Crop will be
released in package and
draft beginning in December and be available
throughout 2019 wherever North High beer is
sold.
Using local ingredients
was important for both
Ohio Farm Bureau and
North High Brewing,
which is a member of
Farm Bureau. Cover Crop
is to be brewed with local
malt sourced from Rustic
Brew Farm in Marysville,
Ohio. Farm owner Matt
Cunningham’s family has
farmed nearly 100 years
growing traditional row
crops. They’ve been Farm
Bureau members for most
of that time. Within the
past few years Cunningham added barley and a
malting house to diversify the farm and create
opportunities for future
generations.

“Craft beer fans really
appreciate local ingredients,” said Adam Sharp,
Ohio Farm Bureau’s executive vice president. “Our
partnership with North
High Brewing connects
us to Ohioans who enjoy
knowing all about the
products they buy. This is
a fun way to celebrate our
centennial and build some
appreciation of Ohio’s
agricultural community.”
Sharp said the name,
Cover Crop, is appropriate. “It’s a practice
used generations ago to
improve the soil and is
now coming back as a
way to protect water quality,” he said.
“We’re excited and
honored to craft Cover
Crop with the help of
Ohio farmers,” said North
High Brewing brewmaster Jason McKibben.
Creating a beer with Ohio
ingredients is a fitting
way to commemorate the
Farm Bureau’s anniversary, he added. “It’s a way
we can make a definite
connection between our
customers and Ohioans
with the number one
industry in Ohio, which is
agriculture,” he said. “It’s
really just an honor—it
adds gravity to what we
do.”
The release of Cover
Crop is part of a year-long
centennial celebration

for Ohio Farm Bureau.
Other activities include a
member only concert by
country artist Chase Bryant, barn paintings and
vintage collectibles. The
centennial celebration
officially kicks off at the
2018 annual meeting Dec.
6 - 7 in Columbus.
About North High Brewing
North High Brewing
was founded in 2011 as
Columbus’ first and only
Brew on Premises establishment. Realizing the
demand for craft beer,
North High expanded to
a full scale production
brewery in 2013. North
High currently distributes
its award winning beer
across the state of Ohio in
both draft and package.
About Ohio Farm Bureau
As a grassroots membership organization,
Ohio Farm Bureau was
founded to ensure the
growth of Ohio food
and farms. Throughout
its 100-year history,
Ohio Farm Bureau has
impacted agriculture by
advocating for reasonable government policy,
developing opportunities for young farmers,
supporting local food
initiatives, and funding
efforts to protect the
environment, water quality and farmland preservation.

Dorothy J Countryman | Rural Life Today

Professor Larry Everett is shown with some of the equipment
used in Clark State’s Precision Ag program.

Clark State Precision
Ag Program earns
national ranking
By Dorothy J Countryman

SPRINGFIELD – Open a computer screen in
the cab of your tractor and an aerial photo of the
field you’re working appears. Push a button and
it triggers the nozzles of your sprayer, sending
customized mixes of fertilizer, herbicides or other
nutrients to exactly the corn plants that need them.
It does this in a single pass along the row. Change
the screen and you can check on your robotic lawn
mower, which has read another aerial photo and
is mowing your lawn, neatly trimming around the
trees and flower beds. Yet another screen shot
patches you into the conversation your son is having with the greens manager at the golf course
See Program | 5

Senate passes Water Infrastructure Bill introduced by Brown
Senate-Passed Water Resources Development Act Authorizes More than $2 Billion
to Invest in Clean Drinking Water, Ohio Communities, Lead Testing in Schools
Sen. Sherrod Brown office news release

WASHINGTON, D.C. –
The Senate passed the Water
Resources Development Act
Oct. 10, which authorizes more
than $2 billion in funding that
Sen. Sherrod Brown (D-OH)
worked to secure in order to
help Ohio communities invest

in clean water. The bill will help
Ohio communities invest in
water infrastructure and provide
funds for schools to test for lead
in their water systems. Brown
also worked to make sure the bill
included strong Buy America
provisions to ensure that water
infrastructure projects are completed with American parts and

by American workers.
“Communities across Ohio are
struggling to afford expensive
– but vital – renovations to outdated water and sewer systems.
This increased funding for drinking water and lead testing programs will provide financial relief
for Ohio communities, boosting
economic development and

ensuring safe drinking water,”
said Brown. “Moreover, this
American infrastructure should
be built with American products
that support American jobs.
Period.” These federal funds will
be allocated to states like Ohio,
and the state will then distribute
funding to individual communities.
The bill includes nearly $2
billion for the Drinking Water
See Senate | 7
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Smirnoff Vodka: GMO-free.
But cancer-free? Not so much

Smirnoff, allegedly the
world’s number one selling vodka, has launched a
campaign that supposedly
eases our fears, assuring us they make their
product with GMO-free
grain. They’re using TV
stars Ted Danson (Cheers
and The Good Place)
and Jenna Fischer (The
Office) as spokespersons.
And what a bunch of bunk
these actors are dispens-

cer deaths worlding!
Don
wide are attributed
While Smirnoff
Sanders
to alcohol.
revels in their
Contributing
How does this
“made from nonrecord compare to
GMO ingredients” columnist
GMO crops? Greg
line of bullpucky,
Henderson writes
you can take comon Drovers.com (https://
fort that alcoholic beverwww.drovers.com/article/
ages – and that includes
rest-easy-known-carcinovodka – are classified by
gen-now-gmo-free) about
the International Agency
for Research on Cancer as the Smirnoff campaign:
“Well…after 22 years,
a Group I carcinogen! In
fact, 3.5 percent of all can- we’re still looking for the
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first cases of a human
adversely affected by
consuming GMOs. But,
Smirnoff, please don’t let
that stop you from using
scare tactics, misinformation and dishonesty to sell
your firewater.”
Smirnoff’s B.S. continues with the boast that
their vodka has always
been gluten free. I reckon
See Vodka | 3

From quiet
dinners to
sports and
a big family
Penny
Clark grew
up in a nice,
Contributing
quiet, suburcolumnist
ban family.
Raised in
Kettering, Ohio, she led a
“pretty sheltered” life. Her
father worked. Her moth-

Darla
Cabe

See quiet | 3

Found on the Farm

RuralLifeToday.com

HAY LOADER CIRCA 1894

This rope type hay loader was used to pick cut hay off the ground
and elevate it to the hay wagon.
If you want to share a treasure from your farm, email a photo and information to arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com
If you
want to share a treasure from your farm, email a photo and information to gbrock@civitasmedia.com
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following the earth
experience a
This is my
world without
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Rockhold conflicting views.
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Today editor want to? ConflictToday (RLT).
ing viewpoints
However, I started
are how we learn,
writing for RLT
how we grow; but we
last December. What
have to learn how to
I love most about this
work together to accompublication is its vision
plish that growth.
of sharing stories of
With so many agendas
people representing
in the media and polirural Ohio, no matter
tics, RLT should reprewhat view, side or opinsent the land, the earth,
ion.
which doesn’t have a
I want RLT to conbias or an agenda, but
tinue to share honest
an honesty that we as
voices. No matter if
people can’t reproduce.
someone owns 2,000
Not just two sides,
acres or 2 acres, the
but various perspectives
Ohio agricultural community has many voices ranging from organic
vegetable farmers to hog
to be heard.
raisers, to corn growers
But unfortunately,
to water quality scieneven agriculture has
tists, to policy and law
been affected by polarmakers. Agriculture susization. Organic versus
tains numerous aspects
GMOs; big agriculture
of the world in which
versus local; left versus
we live.
right? The question
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should not be how do
Today is a monthly
we fight against the
publication and can’t
other team for what
possibly contain all perwe believe is true? The
spectives and outlooks
question should be how
in a single issue, I wish
do we work together
for the publication to
with people who have
follow the footsteps
opposite views to find
of the land. To tell its
solutions to better the
story and the people
people we serve?
who work with the land
I don’t believe any
every day.
of us living today will
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Landowners can learn about Christmas tree production
Submitted article

DELAWARE — For
those who are interested
in learning about growing Christmas trees
there will be a program
sponsored by the Ohio
Christmas Tree Association (OCTA) on Saturday, Dec. 29, 2018 from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The
program will feature
information on how to
get started, a budget out-

Quiet
From page 2

er stayed home with her
and her older sister. The
family visited grandparents and had nice,
quiet, suburban dinners
at Grandma’s house.
Even holiday meals were
no big deal. The family
would gather and sit at
the formal dining table
and quietly eat. But once
Penny married Tom
Clark, all that changed
and holiday meals, especially, changed drastically.
Penny, who is the
Director of Culinary and
Nutritional Services at
Ohio Living Dorothy
Love, and Tom have
been married for 18
years. Tom had four
daughters and Penny
had one when the couple
tied the knot. Tom was
a high school basketball coach. Penny had
never been to a basketball game in her entire
life. Tom’s girls were
involved in “every sport
imaginable” and Penny’s
daughter would become
a school athlete too. Life
changed.
Penny had an interest
in cooking and nutrition
since she was a junior
high school student.

Vodka
From page 2

so, seeing how it’s distilled from corn.
Other vodkas are often
made from winter wheat,
potatoes, rye grain and
who knows what. And
most vodkas also are low
fat and zero carbs (but
that doesn’t exactly make
vodka the Breakfast Drink
of Champions). Decades
ago I did know a hired
hand at a dairy farm who
poured it on his breakfast
cereal.
But don’t get me
wrong, folks. I don’t want
to write these vodkas off
— not entirely — because
a quick search on the
World Wide Web offers
100 percent proof that

lining what is involved
financially and a tour of
Cackler Family Farms, a
20,000-tree cut-your-own
tree farm 30 miles north
of Columbus.
In a trend during the
last several years of
increasing annual business, Ohio’s tree farmers saw an increase in
sales of up to 20% in
2017 during prior years.
The wreath and green-

ery business has been
increasing also.
Christmas tree production offers several advantages, said Bill Cackler,
farm owner.
“In addition to
increased demand, more
landowners are finding
Christmas tree production is great way to have
extra income from their
land and they can qualify for agricultural tax

breaks through CAUV,”
Cackler said. “And those
who own land adjacent
to metropolitan areas
have an advantage in
this business. Another
advantage about the
Christmas tree business
is that the whole family
can be involved and, with
Christmas trees, you are
a price setter not a price
taker.”
Cackler said the most

labor intensive times of
the year include planting
in April and early May,
shearing (pruning) of
the trees from mid-June
through August and tree
harvest in late November
and December.
Pre-registration for
the Dec. 29 program is
needed by Dec. 3, 2018.
Upon receipt of preregistration, the New
Growers Christmas Tree

Manual will be sent to
be reviewed prior to the
event. To register for this
Christmas tree learning
opportunity, please mail
registration fee of $20
per farm along with the
name(s) of who will be
attending and contact
information to Ohio
Christmas Tree Association, 6870 Licking Valley
Rd., Frazeysburg, OH
43822.

She had learned the
basics from her mother
and grandmother and
took every cooking
Home Economics class
that she could in high
school. This talent in the
kitchen was going to be
put to good use as she
began feeding a family of
seven (plus a few more)
each day.
“We lived across from
the middle and high
school,” she says. “The
girls would bring their
friends and teammates
to the house before
whatever practice they
had. I would never know
who was going to be at
our house when I got
home from work.” Of
course, as Penny transitioned from never having attended a sporting
event to becoming an
expert and team supporter for all sports, she
brought her cooking
and baking skills to the
table.
“Cookies, especially
my chocolate chip cookies, became the favorite
treat for many of the
teams. I also did a fair
number of team meals—
-frequently serving
my ‘famous’ spaghetti
sauce,” Penny says.
Tom’s family not only
brought sports into
Penny’s life, but also a
change in how holiday

table and eating
meals were done.
the meal are long
“Tom has three
over. In fact, her
siblings and they
parents and sister
are a family full
tried to adapt to
of energy and
the new environexcitement and
ment, “but it was
competition. Once
it was determined Penny Clark of just too much
Kettering, OH. culture shock! One
that ‘the new
of the first meals I
kid on the block’
could cook, my workload remember with the Clark
family, one of Tom’s
expanded,” said Penny.
brothers yelled across
“The first couple of
the kitchen asking for
holidays I got off easy,
another dinner roll. The
but each passing holinext thing I know, I see
day – a different story.
and feel a dinner roll go
One year I prepared the
turkey, mashed potatoes, whizzing by my head.
Yep, the dinner roll was
sweet potato soufflé
thrown across the room
and several desserts.
like a baseball and was
No big deal, except we
caught out of mid-air —
then transported it one
THAT time!” Several
hour to south Dayton!
years later, another dinBut over the years, famner roll would resemble
ily holiday meals have
pretty much transitioned a wild pitch and would
take out Penny’s water
to our home.”
glass and cause her
The couple lives in
to need to change her
Sidney and built their
clothes!
current home 8 years
Nowadays, things
ago in the rural town.
aren’t much different
They not only enjoy
at the Clark house but
feeding the family at
the family energy is protheir home, but they
vided by the ten grandlove the large yard and
children. The tables fill
woods. “The average
body count at one of our as the Clark daughters
and their families gather
holiday meals is 30 – 40
together at Grandma and
people – just never sure
Grandpa’s house. All five
who will show up and if
they will bring friends or girls are grown and on
their own. Penny is an
strays,” Penny says.
empty nester.
Penny’s childhood
“But all five girls live
and young adult days
within ten miles. About
of quietly sitting at a

seven years ago, one
daughter announced
she was pregnant with
twins. From the start,
she was high risk and it
was identified that she
needed more protein.”
Penny’s expertise in the
nutrition field kicked in
and part of the solution
was to have a weekly
family dinner so she
could make sure her
daughter was eating
enough.
“It started with 6
extra people, but then
the babies came along
and we were up to eight.
Schedules change, college classes, boyfriends
present, more grandchildren arrive and family
meals now range from
five to seventeen to
twenty-two.” But family means everything
to Penny so she plugs
in her triple crockpot
to the power strip that
goes on her kitchen
island, adds to that, the
other six and happily
welcomes everyone for
a weekly dinner or the
family holiday meals!

¼ tsp. salt
3 Tablespoons flour
Topping Ingredients:
½ Tsp. Cinnamon
1 ½ Tablespoon sugar
Place the unbaked pie
crust into a pie pan. In
a medium mixing bowl,
mix the sour cream,
cloves, sugar, salt and
flour. Layer the apples in
the pie crust. Pour the
sour cream mixture over
the apples. Combine the
cinnamon and sugar and
sprinkle over the pie.
Bake at 425 degrees for
15 minutes. Turn the
oven down to 350 and
bake another 35 – 50 minutes. Cool on a wire rack
at least 2 hours before
serving. Refrigeratte.

Sour Cream Apple Pie
1 9- inch unbaked pie
crust
4 cups apples, peeled
and sliced
1 cup sour cream
¼ tsp. cloves
1 cup sugar

Frosted Cranberry Salad
12 ounces fresh cranberries
¾ cup sugar
8 ounces crushed pineapple, drained
1 cup chopped pecans
2 cups small marshmallows
8 ounce Cool Whip
Chop cranberries in
food processor. Add the
sugar. Cover and place
in refrigerator overnight.
Mix pineapple, pecans
and cranberries together.
Add marshmallows and
mix. Fold Cool Whip into
mixture. Serve immediately or cover and store in
fridge or freezer.

vodka has many redeeming, non-cancer-causing
qualities, whether it’s
GMO-free or not. So long
as you don’t swallow it.
Here’s just a teetotaling
taste of the alternative
uses of vodka I found
online:
• Keep clothes smelling
fresh by lightly spritzing
them with vodka from a
spray bottle. Vodka kills
odor-causing bacteria,
leaving no scent when
dry. It might be worth
putting some in my shoes.
Though I think my wife,
Kris, already does.
• Keep fresh-cut flowers longer. Add a few
drops of vodka and a
teaspoon of sugar to the
water in your flower vase.
Change the mixture daily.
And maybe you can take
an occasional swig to

retain some of your own
freshness.
• Clean mold away
with a spray bottle of
straight vodka. Spritz an
area and let it sit for 15
minutes. Then scrub with
a tooth brush. But resist
the temptation to brush
your teeth afterwards.
• Treat poison ivy by
pouring straight (at least
100 proof) vodka on the
area of skin that came in
contact with the poison
ivy. (I will never forget
the time as a 10-yearold, I made a trip to the
restroom during recess at
Vacation Bible School. I
took a shortcut, unknowingly into some poison
ivy-laced bushes. And
rather than continuing
on to the restroom, I
stopped there. Needless
to say, I got one of my

worst poison ivy cases
ever! And being at VBS,
there was not a drop of
vodka to be found. I had
a difficult time explaining
my predicament, while
attempting to scratch discreetly. I finally showed
my embarrassing lesions
to my mother to explain
why she should take me
to the doctor.)
• Kill and prevent
unwanted household
pests, such as ants and
water bugs with a diluted
vodka spray. (Water bugs
if they appear in my wife’s
kitchen but in anybody
else’s kitchen, they are
cockroaches.)
• Clean house plants
with a soft, damp cloth,
then wipe with diluted
vodka to prevent aphid
infestations. They will
just spin out of control

onto the floor, where you
can end their misery with
a stomp.
• Kill weeds by spraying them with a solution
of 1 oz. vodka, two cups
of water and a bit of dish
soap.
• Add some to your
laundry to remove difficult stains like grass and
vomit. I wonder: If the
vomit was caused by too
much vodka, would that
be considered a pretreatment?
• Clean your eye
glasses with a soft cloth
sprayed with vodka. It
won’t leave streaks. The
same goes for windows.
And just a taste may
give you a rosier view on
life. But don’t drink too
much. Things could get
blurry.
* Clean prisms of chan-

deliers or Gone With the
Wind lamps. Vodka will
make them sparkle.
• Clean counters by
putting a couple ounces
of vodka in a 32 oz. spray
bottle that’s filled the rest
of the way with water.
By following these
suggestions, just think
how many cleaners you
could eliminate from that
over-stuffed cabinet that
bottles fall from every
time you open the door.
And here’s my own
contribution to the list:
Carry a glass of vodka
around the house for
“medicinal” purposes.
But seriously, I must
confess that my own
favorite drink – GMO
and all – is Vitamin
D-enriched whole milk,
pasteurized and originating from contented cows.
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Rides
From page 1

bred (OTTB).”
A year ago, she obtained an
OTTB with the racing name
Hey Garçon and barn name
Zen. “He’s super Zen,” she
said about the horse’s peaceful
and relaxed aura. Zen raced as
a two, three and four-year-old.
Davis boarded Zen, now five,
at the College Equine Center
and began preparing him for
competition last December.
“The biggest challenge for
me was emotionally doing
right by him,” she added.
“He’s been a dream come
true.”
This summer, Davis
engaged in an internship with
an eventing trainer. She took
Zen with her and learned
about retraining racehorses
and showing Thoroughbreds
from a professional in the
industry.
Earlier this month, she
and Zen competed in the
Show Hunters class of the
Thoroughbred Makeover, a
national event hosted by the
Retired Racehorse Project at
Kentucky Horse Park near
Lexington. Horses in the contest demonstrate both talent
and trainability.
Criteria for entry in the
2018 competition included
scrutiny by a selection committee and the requirement
that the horse raced after July
1, 2016, but competed fewer
than 10 times before December 2017.
Davis and Zen competed

Submitted photo

Wilmington College senior Alison Davis with her horse, Zen. Together they placed fifth in the Show Hunters class of the
Thoroughbred Makeover, a national event hosted by the Retired Racehorse Project at Kentucky Horse Park near Lexington,

against more than 130 other
retired Thoroughbreds, many
of whom were trained by
professional trainers in such
activities as walk-trot and a
hunter course with jumps. To
her amazement, they placed
fifth and advanced to the
championship round.
“I had no plans to make
the finale. In fact, my family
already left for home,” she
recalled, noting the original
competition was Friday morning and she found out they

advanced Friday night — to
compete in the finals the next
morning.
“It was a quick turnaround,”
she said. “I put out an SOS
on Facebook for a braider for
his hair and had several offers
within five minutes.”
The difference was night
and day between the outdoor
preliminary round and the
“intense” finals, the latter of
which was held indoors in
front of a large crowd. The
finalist riders featured some of

the top horsemen in the world
— and “my horse allowed me
to be in the same room with
them,” Davis said.
Zen ultimately placed fifth,
capping an incredible experience for both horse and rider/
trainer.
“My horse is amazing,”
Davis said. “He competed like
he’s done it his whole life.
Zen’s and my relationship is
cemented in trust. It was a
very emotional experience.”
Davis praised the role her

Wilmington College (WC)
experience played in their success, along with the support
she received from Bethany
Siehr, assistant professor of
equine business management.
“With a focus on horse
care and the science behind
what we do, I better understand why I am doing what
I’m doing with the horses,”
Davis said. “This experience
cemented my love for off-thetrack Thoroughbreds, but it
also taught me a lot about
working with young horses.”
Looking ahead to her
December graduation, Davis
has already been offered
jobs, including working with
OTTBs.
Siehr said Davis has
excelled academically and
taken advantage of numerous
hands-on learning experiences
at WC, including undergraduate research, the horse judging team and involvement
with the Intercollegiate Horse
Show Assn.
“Ali has taken everything
the equine business management major provides and really run with it to get the most
out of her Wilmington College
experience,” Siehr said, noting how experiential learning
opportunities outside the
classroom have complemented
her education.
“This instance with training Zen for the Thoroughbred
Makeover is no different —
she set her sights on a goal
and completely dedicated
herself to success,” she added.
“I have always been impressed
with her dedication.”

BUILT TOUGH.
PRICED RIGHT.

SAVE BIG ON THE INDUSTRY’S
LEADING COMPACT EQUIPMENT.
CALL US FOR A DEMO AND TRY
A BOBCAT MACHINE ON YOUR OPERATION.

Authorized Bobcat Dealer

Bobcat Enterprises, Inc.

CINCINNATI | HILLIARD | REYNOLDSBURG | MT. ORAB

800.4BOBCAT | bobcat-ent.com
OH-70084283

Parts. Service. Sales. Rental.
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Program
From page 1

where he works about
the computer analysis
of the condition of the
grass in the fairway. Your
wife stops by the local
greenhouse for petunias,
a robot delivers them,
already potted, to her car,
and you can watch it all
while Autosteer guides
your tractor through the
field.
Although it may sound
like a scene from the
novels of Jules Verne,
Professor Larry Everett,
PhD, Director of the
Ohio Center for Precision
Agriculture at Clark State
Community College, says
it’s not just a farming
fantasy. This futuristic
thinking has led to the
Springfield campus being
ranked seventh among
the top 10 Precision Agriculture education sites in
the nation. It is the only
program of its kind east
of the Mississippi River.
“The editors of Precision Ag magazine
nominated programs,
then asked industry
precision ag leaders and
colleges with precision
ag programs to vote
on the best program,”
Everett explained. Clark
State’s National Science
Program precision ag
partners Parkland College
(IL) ranked second and
Ellsworth Community

Dorothy J Countryman | Rural Life Today

Professor Larry Everett is shown with some of the equipment used
in Clark State’s Precision Ag program.

College (IA) ranked third.
“It really is an honor to be
included in this ranking,
especially considering
that our program is relatively new,” said Everett.
“Many of the other programs were established
20 or more years ago. We
have many great opportunities for future agriculturalists.”
Precision Agriculture
started in Iowa nearly 25
years ago. The researchers began by measuring
corn yields from the
individual parts of a

field. Then they studied
the conditions that led
to the variations: soil
types, moisture retention
and drainage, nutrient
pools and deficits. They
determined, Everett said,
“there are better parts
of the field.” The goal
became to find a way to
amend the soil or feed
the individual plant “so
every plant gets what it
needs right then” in a
single trip through the
field. The solution is a
computer program that
directs the inputs from

the sprayer tanks or
the seeders. Originally
designed for the wide, flat
fields of Iowa and Kansas,
the technology has been
refined to allow treatment
of Ohio’s many point
rows, so that multiple
turns in the smaller fields
do not result in overlapping seeding or spraying.
“We can see through
the camera what looks
wrong in the field, so we
can specialize remedies to
particular areas,” Everett
noted. Those cameras are
mounted on UAV devices
(what most people identify as a drone). Aerial
images allow producers
to identify invasive species or insect infestations.
Another program can
monitor the body temperatures of livestock and
help find the cow who has
gone to the far corner of
the back 40 to have her
calf. Everett points out
that Search and Rescue
teams are already using
this technology to find
victims trapped in fallen
buildings. Technology
for farming is expanding
rapidly, according to Dr.
Susan Everett, who works
with her husband to teach
Precision Agriculture, as
well as Agribusiness and
Horticulture, at the college. She is “fascinated”
by what the research is
developing: “There’s a
robot that can fold the
leaves” over “the head of
cauliflower to protect its

color” when the plants
are being cultivated. “It’s
just amazing what they’re
able to do.”
Clark State currently
has fifteen students studying Precision Agriculture.
The two-year degree
allows them to participate
in hands-on work with
two John Deere Gators
that are equipped with
AutoSteer (the GPS system that identifies where
the machinery is in the
field) and the computers
that control the sprayers. Upon graduation,
students may use their
skills on their own farms,
as crop consultants, in
greenhouse/horticulture
settings, or with parks,
and golf courses.
“We received a
$200,000 grant from the
State of Ohio to further
develop the program,”
said Larry Everett. “We
plan to purchase a tractor and precision planter
among other items. The
land laboratory will allow
additional hands-on activities.” The field training
takes place at the Airpark
Ohio UAS test range,
located at the Springfield
Municipal Airport.
Clark State’s Precision
Agriculture program
option emphasizes preparation for agriculture
service-industry occupations. Courses are offered
in soil science, soil fertility, plant pests, precision agriculture, remote

sensing, applied GIS
for agriculture and data
analysis. The curriculum
is designed to prepare
students for employment
with companies using
geospatial technologies,
including geographic
information systems
(GIS) and global positioning systems (GPS)
applied to agricultural
production or management activities, such
as pest scouting, sitespecific pesticide application, yield mapping or
variable-rate irrigation.
Everett said the
Clark State Precision
Agriculture program is
unique because it focuses
on data management
emphasizing production
agriculture and many
horticulture applications. The advantages
of Precision Agriculture
are numerous, according
to the Everetts. Every
agriculture career is
short of employees and
the benefit to the industry is that precision ag
allows farmers and their
employees to use their
assets where they will
have the most impact.
The most important one
may be that at the end of
the day farmers using the
computerized program
are less tired—they’ve
spent fewer hours in the
tractor and more hours
focusing on getting a
better product from their
land.

EFFICIENT PERFORMANCE IN THE MOST

POWERFUL PACKAGE AVAILABLE.
Steiger® tractors have provided industry-leading power and innovation to farming operations for more
than 60 years. They stand for productivity, from ease of operation to reduced maintenance and fuelefficient power growth. Whether wheeled, Quadtrac®, or Rowtrac™, nothing puts power to the ground
under full load like a Steiger tractor. Now that’s High-Efficiency Farming that benefits your fields and
your bottom line.

EFFICIENT PERFORMANCE IN THE MOST

POWERFUL PACKAGE AVAILABLE.
®
SEE
US
TODAY!
Steiger
tractors
have

OH-70086802

provided industry-leading power and innovation to farming operations for more
than 60 years. They stand for productivity, from ease of operation to reduced maintenance and fuelefficient power growth. Whether wheeled, Quadtrac®, or Rowtrac™, nothing puts power to the ground
under full load like a Steiger tractor. Now that’s High-Efficiency Farming that benefits your fields and
4295 MONNETT NEW WINCHESTER
your bottom line.

Farmers Serving Farmers
SEE US TODAY!

RD
BUCYRUS, OH 44820
419-985-2141
WWW.BURKHARTFARMCENTER.COM

Farmers Serving Farmers
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WWW.BURKHARTFARMCENTER.COM

Case IH is a trademark registered in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH
Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affiliates.
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Preparing for trouble on the farm
By Courtney Campbell
For Rural Life Today

LONDON — This
year at the annual Farm
Science Review, the
Ohio State University
Extension Educator for
Agriculture and Natural
Resources, Tony Nye,
gave an overview of how
to handle tragedy on the
farm. At his session, Tony
detailed procedures that
every operation should
have in place in case of
a sudden illness, storm,
injury, or a death in the
family.
Communication
The most important

step to keeping a farm
alive after a tragedy is
communicating with
everyone involved. Sit
down together, and have
a conversation with your
family, lawyers, medical
professionals, insurance
companies, and anyone
else who may need to be
involved. Taking detailed
notes during these meetings and distributing
those notes to the necessary people is a key piece
in preparedness. When all
parties feel knowledgeable about what will happen next in the event of
a disaster, the process to
get the farm back on track
is less stressful.

Creating A Plan
When thinking of what
would happen if someone
falls ill or has an accident,
it is smart to consider
all possibilities. Even the
wildest “what ifs” need to
be planned for. Your plan
should be put into writing
and it should cover both
physical operation of the
farm and financial health
moving forward. Think
through questions like:
Who will manage day to
day operating decisions?
Do we have livestock or
crops? Is there a family
member willing to take
over the farm or is this
the last generation? Do
we have deeds and wills

written out in case of
an emergency? Do we
have written proof of
“handshake deals” that
have been made over
the years? In addition to
working through these
questions, remember to
keep lists of emergency
numbers handy, and store
important documents in
a place that is well known
to family members.
Considering Transitions
It is necessary to
know the members of
your operation and realize their wants, needs,
strengths, and weaknesses. Without having
these important conversa-

tions, a farmer might face
a debilitating injury and
plan for his son to take
over in his absence, but
his son may not be willing to run the operation.
The desires of family
members should be taken
into consideration for the
health of the farm and the
wellness of the family. If
there is no one to take
over the farm, a transition plan should be created that will detail the
process to get out of the
business while losing as
little money as possible.
Conversations about
death, disaster, and illness can be difficult to
have, but talking and

planning are extremely
valuable pieces of the
puzzle that cannot be
done after a tragedy.
Being prepared in an
event is the best way to
lessen the stress and the
workload on family members who would already
be dealing with loss if a
situation should arise.
For additional resources,
follow the link below for
a template on getting
your affairs in order, by
OSU Professor David
Marrison. (https://agnr.
osu.edu/sites/agnr/files/
imce/pdfs/publications/
OSUExtension-GettingYourAffairsinOrder-writeable.pdf)

a 20,000-tree cut-yourown tree farm 30 miles
north of Columbus. Preregistration for the Dec.
29 program is needed
by Dec. 3, 2018. Upon
receipt of pre-registration,
the New Growers Christmas Tree Manual will be
sent to be reviewed prior
to the event. To register
for this Christmas tree
learning opportunity,
please mail registration
fee of $20 per farm along
with the name(s) of who
will be attending and contact information to Ohio
Christmas Tree Association, 6870 Licking Valley
Rd., Frazeysburg, OH
43822.

ence, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. at 22
East Fifth Street, Dayton,
Ohio; This conference
is intended for individuals who hold a current
commercial pesticide
license. For more information and to register,
visit: https://cfaes.osu.
edu/news/events/ohiopesticide-recertificationconference-dayton-2019.
Jan. 25-26: 2019 Ohio
Aquaculture Association Conference, Friday,
Jan. 25 at 1 p.m. to
Saturday, Jan. 26 at 4
p.m.; Quest Conference
Centers, 8405 Pulsar
Place, Columbus, OH.
More details coming soon. Visit: www.
ohioaquaculture.org/
events/2019/1/25/2019ohio-aquaculture-association-conference.

Agriculture Calendar of Events
Short Course and Ohio
Pollinator Advocate
Training, 10 a.m. to
2:30 p.m. at The OSU
Wooster Campus, Fisher
Auditorium, 1680
Madison Ave., Wooster.
Join fellow bee and
pollinator enthusiasts
for this daylong training
focusing on pollination,
bee biology, native
bee identification, and
habitat enhancement
— with a focus on
bumble bees. $25,
payable at the door.
Advance registration
required. For more info
and to register, contact
Denise Ellsworth at
ellsworth.2@osu.edu.
DECEMBER
Dec. 6-7: Ohio Farm
Bureau Centennial, Dec.

6-7, Ohio Farm Bureau
will hold its 100th Annual
Meeting in Columbus,
kicking off a yearlong
celebration of our Centennial in 2019. Dec. 7
will feature the Centennial Concert with Chase
Bryant, 8:30 p.m. at the
Columbus Convention
Center. To purchase
tickets or for more information visit: www.ofbf.
org/2018/08/21/ohiofarm-bureau-centennial-1919-2019.
Dec. 29: Ohio Christmas Tree Association
(OCTA) Christmas Tree
event, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
The program will feature
information on how to
get started, a budget
outlining what is involved
financially and a tour of
Cackler Family Farms,

JANUARY
Jan. 9: Ohio Pesticide
Recertification Confer-

We’re At Your
Service

Home of Bounty Plant Food
Serving Central Ohio Since 1965

Custom Agri Systems, Inc.
Keaton Welding
• Butler Steel Buildings
• Post Frame
• Site Development
• Concrete Work
CALL (419)448-1365

Specialty Welding

OH-70086793

Aluminum - Stainless - Midsteel
Magnesium - Mig - Tig

www.clouseconstruction.com

The VILLAGE RESTAURANT

OH-70086785

435 N. Warpole St., Upper Sandusky, Ohio
Phone: 419-294-2945
Banquet
Open Sunday - Thursday • 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. Room and
Friday & Saturday • 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. caRRyout
availaBle

40832513

Fabrication

Breakpress - Shears - Rolls -Iron Worker

OH-70086794

OH-70067022

The guide to quality goods and
services that fit your rural lifestyle!

• On-Site Millwright Work
• Portable Welding Truck
•Variety of Steel Stocked
• Plasma Cutting

Waldo

6720 Gillette Rd.
(740) 726-2429

Richwood

28438 Kinney Pike
(740) 943-2212

Delaware

110 Lake St.
(740) 363-1957

Scott - Reinhard
Precision, Seed Sales and Service
Donovan Scott
419-562-1110
Steve Reinhard
419-834-0398
reinhardfarms@embarqmail.com

CNC Milling Machine

419-209-0940 • 1289 N. Warpole St., Upper Sandusky, Oh 43351

It’s about having PROPANE choices!

Fill: Summer, Automatic or Will Call
Payment: Fixed Pricing, Pre-Pay, Level Billing or 30-Day Charge Account

T I R E C O M PA N Y

Scott Weininger • Steve Howard
Owners

1-800-424-2584
www.heritagecooperative.com
energy@heritagecooperative.com

Residential • Agricultural
• Commercial

OH-70086792

OH-70086796

nov-13-2018.
Nov. 17: Hope for
Ohio – South Region
event, 11 a.m.–2 p.m.
at Batavia Community
Center 1535 Clough
Pike, Batavia, OH
45103; Helping young
people fight the opioid
epidemic is the goal of
Hope for Ohio, a project
of Ohio Farm Bureau
and other supporting
organizations. The
program works with 4-H
and FFA members to
encourage peer-to-peer
prevention measures.
For more information,
email OFBF Policy
Outreach Fellow Marissa
Mulligan at mmulligan@
ofbf.org, or visit www.
ofbf.org/events/hopeohio-south-region-event.
Nov. 27: Pollinator

OH-70086798

NOVEMBER
Nov. 13: Ohio
Agricultural Council
Meeting: A Look at the
2018 Election, 11:30
a.m. to 1:30 p.m.,
Nationwide & Ohio
Farm Bureau 4-H Center
Ohio State University,
2201 Fred Taylor Dr,
Columbus, OH 43221.
Join in our year-end
meeting, network with
members and visitors of
the Ohio Agricultural
Council over lunch. Join
state and federal experts
in the political scene
for a review of the 2018
election cycle, its impact
on agriculture and
business, and what to
expect in 2019. For more
information visit: www.
ohioagcouncil.org/newsevents/oac-fall-meeting-

14889 St. Hwy 31
300 N. Warpole St.
Kenton, OH 43326 Upper Sandusky, OH 43351
(419) 674-4715
(419) 294-4981

1775 S. CR 1
Tiffin, OH 44883
(419) 448-9850
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Swine Barn lost to 3rd alarm inferno
By Jim Comer

For The Daily Advocate

Senate
From page 1

State Revolving Fund
(DWSRF), which provides funding to allow
state governments to
give communities financial assistance, including loans and grants, to
build or update water
and sewer systems. The
bill would nearly double
the size of the program
from $1 billion to $1.95
billion by 2021. In Fiscal
Year 2018, Ohio received
nearly $28 million from
this program.
Another $60 million
was allocated for small
and rural communities,
as well as communities
the state determines

A three alarm fire destroyed the Swine Barn at the Darke County
Fairgrounds, Oct. 25.

Photos by Jim Comer | For The Daily Advocate

A three alarm fire destroyed the Swine Barn at the Darke County Fairgrounds, Oct. 25.

Fun Farm Facts

A three alarm fire destroyed the Swine Barn at the Darke County
Fairgrounds, Oct. 25.

joined the battle, preventing the spread of the fire
to neighboring structures.
Damage from exposure
did occur to those neighboring barns, but the
extent is still unknown.
Darke County Fair
Manager Brian Rismiller
said during this time of
the year the Swine Barn
is used as a storage facil-

ity. Although unclear
about the exact contents,
he did state that he knew
a couple antique tractors,
travel trailers, a sail boat
and a couple vehicles
were inside.
The fire will remain
under investigation by
the Greenville City Fire
Department.

need funding the most,
to test and treat for contamination in their water
systems and underground
sources of drinking
water. Community need
is determined by the
Ohio Environmental Protection Agency.
The Lead in Schools
testing program provision will authorize $25
million annually to
provide schools and daycares across Ohio with
additional assistance
to address lead contamination, including the
replacement of drinking
water fountains, in order
to keep children safe.
Buy America requirements for the Drinking
Water State Revolving
Fund (DWSRF) will be
extended by five years, to

ensure American made
products are used to
construct projects funded
through the program.
Brown also has been
working to secure funding for programs that
help communities, large
and small, update critical
water and sewer systems. In August, Brown
secured $1.394 billion
for the Clean Water
State Revolving Fund
(CWSRF) and $864 million for the Drinking
Water State Revolving
Fund (DWSRF) through
the appropriations process. These funds were
included in the bill that
appropriated federal
funds to the Department
of Interior and the Environmental Protection
Agency.

RuralLifeToday.com

Did you know?
Poultry
November means Thanksgiving, which usually means many families will be
enjoying Turkeys and other poultry. Below are some Ohio facts about poultry, focusing on turkeys.
• Ohio’s egg, chicken and turkey farms create more than 19,619 jobs annually generating $690 million in annual earnings to the state’s economy.
• Ohio ranks ninth nationally in turkey production with more than 236 million
pounds of turkey produced.
• In 2016, the value of turkey produced in Ohio was nearly $196 million.
• Ohio’s turkey flocks consume more than 4.4 million bushels of corn each
year, with a weight equivalent of 252 million pounds.
• Ohio turkey production is responsible for the creation of 2,879 jobs annually and $101 million in earnings.
• U.S. turkey consumption has more than doubled since 1970 due to consumers’ recognition of turkey’s good taste and nutritional value.
• Nearly 88 percent of Americans surveyed by the National Turkey Federation
eat turkey at Thanksgiving.
• Ohio’s egg, chicken and turkey farmers purchase more than $5.4 million in
utilities and more than $93.8 million in agricultural- and business-related
services.
Sources:
http://www.ohpoultry.org/fastfacts/index.cfm
http://www.ohpoultry.org/fastfacts/docs/industry/2018turkeyfacts.pdf

Offering

For Updated Farm and Agricultural
Information, go to...

PREMIUM PRICES
for Food Grade Soybeans:

OH-70086089

GREENVILLE – A
three alarm fire Oct. 25
laid claim to the Swine
Barn at the Darke County
Fairgrounds.
At approximately 9:15
p.m., emergency personnel from Greenville
City Fire Department,
Greenville Township
Rescue and officers
from the Greenville City
Police Department were
dispatched to the Darke
County Fairgrounds
in reference to a fully
involved structure fire at
the Swine Barn. Greenville City Fire immediately called for a second
alarm and eventually a
third alarm with the need
of additional ladder companies from Piqua and
Burkettsville fire departments.
Arriving units found
the Swine Barn fully
engulfed in flames and
quickly worked to knock
down and control the
blaze.
Mutual aid companies
from across the county

RuralLifeToday.com
NON-GMO
& ORGANIC

Offering

PREMIUM PRICES

Phone:

for Food Grade Soybeans:

OH-70083984

NON-GMO
& ORGANIC

(740) 426-6683

Fax:
(740) 426-6684

Processors of Food Grade Soybeans
for Domestic and International Markets

www.bluegrassfarmsohio.com

P.O. 57
9768 Mill-Jeff Rd.
Jeffersonville
Ohio 43128
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Defiance County

AGRICULTURE SNAPSHOT
Defiance County – Ohio

2012 CENSUS of
AGRICULTURE
County Profile
2012

2007

% change

Number of Farms..............................1,030 ..........................1,141 ............................-10%
Land in Farms .....................................225,250 acres ..........233,213 acres .............. -3%
Average Size of Farm ......................219 acres...................204 acres .....................+7%
Market Value of Products Sold ..$113,539,000...........$87,025,000 ............. +30%
Crop Sales ....................................$86,180,000 .............(76 percent)
Livestock Sales ...........................$27,359,000 .............(24 percent)
Average Per Farm ......................$110,232 ...................$76,271 ..................... +45%
Government Payments .................$6,297,000................$5,828,000 ..................+8%
Average Per Farm
Receiving Payments........................$7,123 ........................$5,799 ........................ +23%
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VALUE OF SALES BY
COMMODITY GROUP ($1,000)
Grains, oilseeds, dry beans,
and dry peas
Vegetables, melons, potatoes,
and sweet potatoes
Fruits, trees nuts, and berries
Other crops and hay
Poultry and eggs
Cattle and calves
Milk from cows
Hogs and pigs
Sheep, goats, wool, mohair,
and milk
Horses, ponies, mules,
burros, and donkeys
Other animals and
other animal products
TOP CROP ITEMS (acres)
Soybeans for beans
Corn for grain
Wheat for grain, all
Winter wheat for grain
Forage-land used for all hay and
haylage, grass silage,
and greenchop
TOP LIVESTOCK
INVENTORY ITEMS (number)
Cattle and calves
Hogs and pigs
Layers

Universe

Quantity

Rank

1

Rank

1

113,539

40

88

1,044

3,077

86,180

37

88

750

3,072

27,359

43

88

1,371

3,076

84,826

34

88

570

2,926

(D)
(D)
1,020
135
7,959
15,705
3,395

86
86
59
41
25
20
39

88
87
88
88
88
85
87

(D)
(D)
1,928
1,312
1,477
388
650

2,802
2,724
3,049
3,013
3,056
2,038
2,827

99

61

88

1,358

2,988

27

83

88

2,562

3,011

39

60

88

1,571

2,924

105,601
53,400
12,058
12,058

12
34
13
13

87
87
87
87

199
588
624
531

2,162
2,638
2,537
2,480

4,495

66

88

2,275

3,057

10,605
5,675
1,745

44
45
65

88
88
88

1,880
738
1,413

3,063
2,889
3,040

Economic Characteristics
Quantity
Less than $1,000 ......................................................................................................................... 369
$1,000 to $2,499 ............................................................................................................................45
$2,500 to $4,999 ............................................................................................................................59
5,000 to $9,999 ...............................................................................................................................58
$10,000 to $19,999........................................................................................................................77
$20,000 to $24,999........................................................................................................................35
$25,000 to $39,999........................................................................................................................56
$40,000 to $49,999........................................................................................................................24
$50,000 to $99,999........................................................................................................................82
$100,000 to $249,999................................................................................................................ 121
$250,000 to $499,999...................................................................................................................53
$500,000 or more ..........................................................................................................................51

Quantity
Operator Characteristics
Farming .......................................................................................................................................... 397
Other ............................................................................................................................................... 633
Principal operators by sex:
Male ................................................................................................................................................. 947
Female ...............................................................................................................................................83
Average age of principal operator (years) ........................................................................ 57.9
All operators by race(2):
American Indian or Alaska Native ............................................................................................. 7
White............................................................................................................................................1,388
More than one race ........................................................................................................................ 1

300	
  

120

MARKET VALUE
OF AGRICULTURAL
PRODUCTS SOLD ($1,000)
Total value of agricultural
products sold
Value of crops including nursery
and greenhouse
Value of livestock, poultry,
and their products

U.S.

Total farm production expenses ($1,000) .................................................................... 88,365
Average per farm ($)85,791 ............................................................................................................
Net cash farm income of operation ($1,000) .............................................................. 40,411
Average per farm ($)............................................................................................................ 39,234

Farms	
  by	
  Size	
  
140

Item

State Universe

Other County Highlights, 2012

by	
  Type	
  of	
  Land	
  

160

Ranked items among the 88 state counties
and 3,079 U.S. counties, 2012
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All operators of Spanish, Hispanic, or Latino Origin(2) ...................................................... 9
See “Census of Agriculture, Volume 1, Geographic Area Series” for complete footnotes, explanations,
definitions, and methodology.
1= Universe is number of counties in state or U.S. with the item.
2= Data collected for maximum of three operators per farm

