
Ashmores at the market

Farmers markets great for Ohio small producers
By Amanda Rockhold
arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com

Editor’s note: This is 
the sixth in a series of 
monthly articles following 
a farm family through 
the course of a year. This 
year, Rural Life Today is 
following the Sandy and 
Guy Ashmore family in 
Clinton County.

CLARKSVILLE — At 
the Deerfield Farmers 
Market, just north of 
Cincinnati, two certified 
organic vegetable farmers 
sell their freshly grown 
produce. Sandy and Guy 
Ashmore of That Guy’s 
Family Farm sell at the 
farmers market every 
Saturday, alongside vari-
ous vendors selling meats, 
mustard greens and baked 
goods.

Their vegetables vary 
depending on the season 
and month. In September, 
they had tomatoes, pep-
pers, kale, lettuce, beets, 
swiss chard, cabbage, gar-
lic and onions.

This is the Ashmores’ 
17th year selling at the 
Deerfield Farmers Mar-
ket, and their 23rd year 
overall selling at farmers 
markets. During those 
years, they’ve developed 
techniques and the expe-
rience to be successful. 
The farmers market is 
about 20 percent of the 
Ashmores’ overall farming 
business.

The Ashmores advise 
those thinking about sell-
ing at a farmers market to 
first be a customer.

“First you should go to 
some markets and be a 

customer at a market,” 
said Guy. “It’s amazing 
how many people start 
at a farmers market and 
have never been to one.” 
He added to see how 
other people set up their 
displays and to see the 
dynamics of markets.

“Farmers markets are 
a great way for a small 
producer to get their feet 
wet,” said Guy.

Sandy added that com-
mitment is key. “Don’t 
just come three times and 
say ‘this is no good,’” said 
Sandy. They both advised 
to commit for a whole 
season at a farmers mar-
ket and begin to develop 
a customer base.

Sandy and Guy have 
loyal customers that come 

Felicity FFA to 
compete in National 
FFA Agriscience
By Kyra Davidson
Felicity-Franklin FFA

More than 20 agricultural teachers, state leaders 
and college professors from throughout the U.S. 
recently met in Indianapolis to determine which 
FFA members and teams will compete for top hon-
ors in the 2018 National FFA Agriscience Fair.

From the Felicity-Franklin FFA, seven projects 
were selected as finalists in their category and divi-
sion.

Luke Jennings has been named a national finalist 
this year in the food products and processing cat-
egory in Division 1 (individual in 7th or 8th grade) 
with his project about vitamin C.

The team of Alisha Boone & Trinity Evans quali-
fied as national finalists in the plant systems catego-
ry in Division 2 (team of 7th and 8th graders) with 
their project about the growth of garden cress.

Kyra Davidson is a national finalist in the environ-
mental services and natural resource systems cate-
gory in Division 3 (individual in 9th or 10th grade) 
with her experiment testing how agricultural runoff 
affects algal growth.

Braden Blackburn and Seth Roehm were named 
finalists in the category of environmental services 
and natural resource systems in Division 4 (team of 
9th and 10th graders) with their project of desali-
nating saltwater.

Madison Baird and Reagan Lowe qualified as 
national finalists in the category of plant systems 
in Division 4 (team of 9th and 10th graders) with 
a project seeking to use pepper juice as an insect 
repellant.
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submitted Photo
2017-2018 ohio Vice President At Large emma sterwerf (left) 
congratulates 3-time state agriscience winners Jared hamilton 
(middle) and Joey Glassmeyer (right), who will compete for 
a third national win at the 91st national FFA Convention this 
october.

See CoMpETE | 4

Amanda rockhold | rural life today
Guy Ashmore (left) and his wife, sandy Ashmore, selling to a couple of regular customers, Juli and Marty 
schultz (and their dog, Jackson), at the Deerfield Farmers Market in Mason, sept. 22.
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Linndale Equipment
40 S. Webb Rd., Wilmington, OH 45177 • 937-382-4549 • www.linndaleeq.com
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Fall is a good time to 
control perennial weeds 
in your lawn and garden 
beds. The right herbicide 
at the right time is the 
key. To use the correct 
herbicide, you must know 
what weed or weeds you 
have. Some common 
perennial broad-leaved 
weeds in the lawn are 
dandelions, white clover 
and ground ivy. Garden 
beds often have weeds 
such as thistles or ground 
ivy.

In the spring, plants 

are using carbohydrates 
stored in the roots to pro-
duce top growth. There is 
a strong upward flow in 
the plants to move these 
resources. Herbicide 
applied in spring must 
move against the strong 
upward translocation. To 
achieve kill rather than 
just a quick burn down, 
the herbicide must be 
translocated to the roots. 
It does not make it to the 
roots.

In the fall, plants are 
moving the carbohydrates 

produced in the 
summer to the 
roots for winter 
storage. There is 
a strong down-
ward movement 
in plants. The correct 
herbicide application will 
deliver the product to the 
roots and kill the plant.

Another advantage of 
fall application is that the 
leaves of trees and shrubs 
will be dormant and 
falling off. This makes 
them less susceptible to 
damage from herbicide 

drift. It will also 
kill winter annual 
broadleaved weeds 
such as henbit 
and chickweed 
that have already 

germinated. The only 
disadvantage is that you 
may not know that the 
weeds are dead until the 
spring. The kill is slow 
and does not show that 
satisfying twisting and 
burn down you are used 
to in spring.

Herbicides are either 
selective or non-selective 
and either pre-emergent 
or post-emergent. Selec-
tive herbicides kill a tar-
geted plant type and are 
classified as broad-leaved 
or grass herbicides. Non-
selective herbicides kill 
everything they contact. 
pre-emergent herbicides 
inhibit the germination 
of seeds and do not kill a 
plant. post-emergent her-
bicides are applied to the 
foliage of a plant and will 
burn down the top or kill 
the plant.

To kill perennial 
broad-leaved weeds in 
the lawn, you would use 
a post-emergent broad-
leaved herbicide labeled 
for that use. It is impor-
tant to read the label and 
be sure the herbicide 
kills the weed you want 
to kill and will not harm 

the plants surrounding 
the target weed. Always 
read the label thoroughly 
to be sure you are using 
the herbicide safely 
according to the label.

Here are some tips to 
make your applications 
successful. Sunny warm 
days with temperatures 
above 50° to 60 ° are the 
best. There should be 
no rain predicted for 24 
hours. Applications can 
be as late as late-october 
to early-November as 
long as there has not 
been a killing frost. Ester 
formulations (chemical 
formula type) may be 
more effective. Read the 
label to determine if a 
surfactant, an additive to 
help the herbicide stick 
to the plant, is necessary.

Controlling weeds in a 
garden bed is more com-
plicated than the lawn. 
Fall is a great time to 
control them, but a great 
deal of care is necessary. 
There are materials avail-
able to kill grasses in 
perennials. This should 
be good news to those of 
you with daylilies where 
the grass has crept into 
the bed. once again 
(notice a theme here), 
read the label to find the 
correct herbicide and fol-
low the directions.

A gardener can control 

broad-leaved weeds such 
as thistle and ground ivy 
in a perennial bed with 
non-selective herbicide. 
However, one needs to 
use a great deal of care 
and preparation to keep 
from killing the peren-
nials. You will have to 
shield your desirable 
plants from the spray. 
At our house, we use 
large pieces of cardboard 
or a political type sign 
(do not steal it from 
your neighbor’s yard). 
This will be easier if the 
perennials are cleaned up 
and cut back for winter.

Now that you know 
fall is the right time to 
control weeds, get out 
there and do it. Spend 
the time to research the 
correct herbicide. You 
will be happy you did in 
spring.

If you have any ques-
tions, contact your 
county oSU Extension 
professional or Sara 
Creamer at 740-335-1150 
or creamer.70@osu.edu.

Fayette County Master 
Gardener Volunteers 
will be training a class 
beginning on January 
29, 2019. please contact 
Sara Creamer at the 
address above if you 
would like information 
on how to become a 
Master Gardener.

Control perennial broadleaf weeds this fall
sara 
Creamer
contributing 
columnist

This month’s column is 
more serious than most. 
If you’re looking for enter-
tainment and my usual 
wild stories, you may 
want to skip this one.

But this column is a 
must-read, if you raise 
livestock and/or care 
about the American food 
supply (and if you’re like 
me, you like to eat). Live-
stock disease outbreaks 
are occurring every day 
somewhere in the world. 
These diseases, if not 
contained, could threaten 
our food supply and life-

style in a way that most 
Americans are too naïve 
to fathom.

It will pay you to be 
aware of this situation, so 
you can be prepared.

For starters, here are a 
few facts that escape most 
Americans:

Many diseases are zoo-
notic. This means they 
can spread from animals 
to humans, or vice versa.

An example is Avian 
Influenza, which can pass 
from birds to humans. 
Remember the avian flu 
outbreak a couple years 

ago? More than 
five million turkeys 
and chickens had 
to be euthanized 
when the flu virus 
swept through flocks 
throughout the 
United States (U.S.).

other animal diseases 
do not spread to humans. 
But they can cause huge 
economic losses to 
farmers and the entire 
food supply chain, from 
transportation to process-
ing, to institutional food 
programs to retail grocery 
stores and restaurants.

You may remem-
ber when in 2013 
pED (porcine Epi-
demic Diarrhea) 
killed more than 
seven million baby 
pigs in the U.S. 

– not counting millions 
more in other countries 
such as China. Now you 
know why the price of 
bacon rose.

It was discovered that 
virus-carrying swine 
feed ingredients from 
China caused this pED 
outbreak. Feed has been 
suspected of carrying 

diseases around the world 
for years, but this was a 
first when it was proven.

You may think I’m rais-
ing alarm over old news. 
But several potential dis-
ease outbreaks are on the 
horizon, deeply concern-
ing U.S. health authori-
ties. These include Afri-
can Swine Fever (ASF), 
Foot and Mouth Disease 
(FMD) and a new Avian 
Influenza outbreak.

Several diseases could 
directly threaten Ameri-
cans, while some have 
popped up in countries 

where American compa-
nies do business.

First, there’s Foot and 
Mouth Disease (not to 
be confused with Foot 
in Mouth Disease, with 
which I’m afflicted). 
FMD was eradicated 
from the U.S. in 1929. 
Now FMD is persistent 
in several South Ameri-
can countries, Europe 
and many Third World 
countries that don’t have 
the resources to establish 
disease containment or 

A troubling discussion, a necessary one
Don 
sanders
contributing 
columnist

See TRoUBLING | 4
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If you want to share a treasure from your farm, email a photo and information to gbrock@civitasmedia.com 
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SUPERIOR DRILL, MFG. CIRCA 1915:

� is 3” model was used to drill small grains, soybeans and 
cowpeas between corn rows. � e beans were used both 

as a nitrogen source and for livestock pasture. 
If you want to share a treasure from your farm, email a photo and information to arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com



 Rural Life today – south ohio – october 2018        3

to their booth often, but 
also have seasonal cus-
tomers. “Through a casu-
al meeting every Saturday 
you get to know people,” 
said Guy. “It’s amazing, 
over food.”

The Ashmores used to 
go to about four farmers 
markets per week, but 
now they sell only on 
Saturdays. They made 
this decision when they 
started selling more 
wholesale.

“The market has really 
grown. When we first 
started, there were maybe 
about five markets in Cin-
cinnati, and not there’s 
probably like 35,” said 
Guy.

The Deerfield Farmers 
Market is located at King-
swood park in Mason, 
4188 Irwin Simpson Road 
45040. The market is 
open every Saturday from 
9 a.m. to 12 p.m. through 
the end of october. The 
winter market will begin 
in November and last 
through April, every 3rd 
Saturday of each month, 
10 to 11 a.m. at the same 
location.

Deerfield is a growers-
only farmers market, 
which means that vendors 
cannot sell anything they 
bought from someone or 
somewhere else, but can 
only sell what they grow.

June, July and August 
are the busiest farmers 
market months, when 700 
or 800 customers might 
visit the market per Sat-
urday, according to Guy. 
In the other months, the 
Deerfield farmers market 
might average 300 cus-
tomers per Saturday.

“It’s a diverse commu-
nity,” said Guy, adding 
that there are diverse ven-
dors at Deerfield Farmers 
Market, including vegeta-
bles, meat, baked goods, 
microgreens, horticulture, 
biodynamics and flowers 
vendors.

That Girl’s Flowers sets 
up at the market beside 
That Guy’s Family Farm’s 
booth. Nellie Ashmore, 
Guy and Sandy’s daugh-
ter, is a full-time flower 

farmer and owner of That 
Girl’s Flowers. She pro-
duces more than 50 dif-
ferent varieties of flowers 
on about two acres at her 
family’s farm.

Chelsea Gorman works 
for Nellie part-time and 
works the booth at the 
Deerfield Farmers Market 
when Nellie can’t. Gor-
man said that she loves 
working for Nellie. She’s 
also going back to school 
to get her Masters of 
Divinity degree at Meth-
odist Theological School 
in ohio, located in Dela-
ware.

Nellie sells wholesale 
to grocery stores, offers 
packages through her 
Community Supported 
Agriculture (CSA) pro-
gram and sells flowers 
out of That Farm and 
Flower Store at the front 
of That Guy’s Family 
Farm.

For more informa-
tion about the Deerfield 
farmers market visit: 
www.deerfieldfarmers-
market.com

Display
During the past 23 

years as participants 
at farmers markets, 

the Ashmores said that 
display is what’s most 
appealing and will draw 
people in.

They always make 
sure to have the price 
displayed because people 
hate to ask for the price, 
they both said. Sandy 
and Guy have found that 
the stair step method for 
a display works best for 
them.

“This way you can get 
more eye appeal, versus 
laying down flat,” said 
Guy. They also use a 
tablecloth and make 
sure to always restock 
and reorganize their 
products.

“We always 
consolidate our stand, so 
as we sell products we’ll 
condense it and make 
it look full,” said Guy. 
He said that if they had 
two tables and start to 
run out of products on 
the tables, they will take 
one table down and put 
everything on one table.

“Four or five 
cucumbers spread out 
don’t look as nice as if 
you have five cucumbers 
in a pile,” said Guy. 
Make it look full and 

organized.
Guy said that Sandy 

being an art major helps 
with creative displays 
and ideas. Every year 
she make a Christmas 
card inspired by their 
farm. She said that she 
already has an idea for 
this year.

“We always try to 
make the stand look 
full and organized 
throughout the whole 
market,” said Guy.

Beginners and camaraderie
“For new people it’s 

kind of intimidating 
when you first come to 
a market,” said Guy. 
“I remember the first 
time we went, with the 
kids, I think we sold like 
$32 worth and was just 
thrilled to death that 
people actually bought 
our product.”

He advised farmers 
market beginners to 
never feel like some-
one else is competi-
tion. “We’re all here 
to build the market, 
and that’s how we’ve 
always approached it,” 
said Guy. “There might 
be eight of us that has 
tomatoes, but you’re 

going to develop your 
own customer base.” He 
added to not undercut 
anyone on prices and to 
be fair.

“More farmers, more 
customers,” said Guy. 
Everyone will bring 
something different to 
the farmers market, 
creating a more diverse 
market for customers. 
Guy suggested talk to 
other vendors.

“If you’re new it 
doesn’t hurt to introduce 
yourself to other farmers 
at the market,” said Guy.

Growers-only market
“We’re kind of a farm-

er-ran market, but we 
do have a market man-
ager that’s also a farmer 
here,” said Guy. Andy 
Gorman is the market 
manager at Deerfield 
Farmers Market and has 
an urban farm in Shar-
onsville.

He sets up a communi-
ty tent where he brings 
in different vendors and 
music. on Sept. 22, a 
local potter was selling 
in the community tent. 
This is Andy’s third 
year as market manager 
and his second year as 

a farmer. Andy said that 
he learned a lot from 
Guy and Sandy about 
growing vegetables and 
farming.

“I didn’t know I want-
ed to be a farmer five 
years ago,” said Andy. 
Before he was market 
manager and a farmer, 
he attended several dif-
ferent farmers markets. 
He agreed with the Ash-
mores that display is the 
biggest aspect to draw 
in customers and be suc-
cessful at the farmers 
market.

Andy sells micro-
greens at the market. He 
added that he has a sales 
and educational pitch 
ready for customers who 
are not familiar with 
microgreens. He also 
jars and sells his own 
jellies.

Generally farmers 
markets have a yearly fee 
and require insurance, 
which Guy said is not 
overwhelming.

Back on the farm 
“We got fall crops 

planted for overwinter-
ing. And we’ve started 
harvesting our winter 
squash and sweet pota-
toes,” said Guy. They still 
have some other crops 
to plant, such as arugula, 
lettuce and spinach. They 
will have their garlic crop 
in by the end of october, 
as well as cover crops.

on Sept. 21, the Ash-
mores welcomed about 
15 people from the 
International organic 
Inspectors Association 
who were training to be 
organic inspectors on bio-
diversity. The event was 
scheduled through The 
ohio Ecological Food and 
Farm Association. The 
future inspectors visited 
three other farms during 
the two-day course. They 
were from California, 
Canada, Massachusetts 
and lots of places in 
between. A representa-
tive from the Wild Farm 
Alliance was also with 
them.

Next month: Winter 
CSA and chickens.

For more information 
about That Guy’s Family 
Farm visit: www.that-
guysfamilyfarm.com

From page 1

Farmers

Amanda rockhold | rural life today
Chelsea Gorman working the that Girl’s Flowers booth at the Deerfield Farmers Market in Mason, sept. 22.
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Natalie Brueggemann 
and Ellie Sharp have 
been named finalists 
for the second year in 
a row in the category 
of power, structural, 
and technical systems 

in Division 4 (team of 
9th and 10th graders) 
with their project about 
the lifespan of different 
types of batteries.

Finally, Joey 
Glassmeyer and Jared 
Hamilton are finalists 
for the third time in 
the category of power, 
structural, and technical 
systems in Division 6 

(team of 11th and 12th 
graders) with a project 
about rust.

The National FFA 
Agriscience Fair is a key 
competition that is part 
of the annual National 
FFA Convention & 
Expo, oct. 24-27 
in Indianapolis. To 
qualify, FFA members 
working as individuals 

or teams in grades 
seven through 12 are 
required to conduct 
a scientific research 
project pertaining to 
the agriculture or food 
science industries and 
win their state’s FFA 
agriscience fair.

Individuals or teams 
compete in one of six 
categories – animal 

systems; environmen-
tal services/natural 
resources systems; food 
products and processing 
systems; plant systems; 
power, structural and 
technical systems; or 
social science – in six 
divisions – individuals in 
grades 7-8, teams grades 
7-8, individuals grades 
9-10,teams grades 9-10, 

individuals in grades 
11-12, and teams grades 
11-12.

First-place winners in 
each state have qualified 
for the national pre-qual-
ifying judging. The panel 
of judges reviewed entries 
and selected a maximum 
of 12 in each category and 
division to move on to the 
national competition.

From page 1

Compete

oCtoBeR
Oct. 12: Environmen-

tal Film Series: Rancher, 
Farmer, Fisherman, 
7-8:45 p.m., Chemical 
and Biomolecular Engi-
neering and Chemistry 
Building, Room 130, 
ohio State. Free. Free 
pizza and beverages at 
6:30 p.m. Contact David 
Hanselmann at hansel-
mann.3@osu.edu or 
614-247-1908. Details: 
go.osu.edu/CZaj.

Oct. 20: Fall in Love 
with Gardening, oSU 
Extension Master Gar-
dener Volunteer Work-

shop, 9:30 a.m.- 2 p.m. 
at First Church of the 
Nazarene, 807, Coshoc-
ton Ave, Mount Vernon, 
43050; Topics include: 
Growing and Harvesting 
Garlic with Carri Jag-
ger, Winter Hardy Suc-
culents with Liz Hughes 
of Groovy plants Ranch, 
Edible Native plants with 
Debra Knapke. Following 
the succulent presenta-
tions participants will be 
able to design a hypertufa 
succulent planter; Reg-
istration 8:30 a.m. -9:30 
a.m.; Cost: $40 Includes: 
breakfast, lunch, hyper-

tufa succulent planter, 
and tote bag. Contact: 
740-397-0401; This event 
is open to the public.

Oct. 20: Little Interna-
tional, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
oSU Barns, 3658 Kays 
Ave., Dublin. Showman-
ship competitions in 
hogs, horses, sheep, 
cattle and goats. Free. 
Contact Kaci Way at 
way.52@osu.edu. More 
information: go.osu.edu/
CYb5.

Oct. 27: pastured prov-
idence Farmstead open 
House, 2 - 4 p.m., 3316 
Chapel Creek Rd., Chilli-

cothe, oH 45601. This 
event is part of the 2018 
Sustainable Farm Tour 
and Workshop Series, fea-
turing farm tours, work-
shops, and other events. 
All events are free and 
open to the public unless 
otherwise specified. 
For a complete sched-
ule, go to www.oeffa.
org/q/2018farmtours. 
Contact paul Dorrance 
at 740-851-3883 for more 
information.

noVeMBeR 
Nov. 2: 2018 Agricul-

tural policy and outlook 

Conference, 8:30 a.m. 
- 3:30 p.m., Nationwide 
& ohio Farm Bureau 
4-H Center located 
at 2201 Fred Taylor 
Drive, Columbus, oH 
43210. To register visit: 
aede.osu.edu/register-
attend/2018. For more 
information contact 
Brent Sohngen at sohn-
gen.1@osu.edu or 614-
688-4640.

Nov. 13: ohio Agri-
cltural Council Meet-
ing: A Look at the 2018 
Election, 11:30 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m., Nationwide 
& ohio Farm Bureau 

4-H Center ohio State 
University, 2201 Fred 
Taylor Dr, Columbus, 
oH 43221. Join in our 
year-end meeting, net-
work with members and 
visitors of the ohio Agri-
cultural Council over 
lunch. Join state and fed-
eral experts in the politi-
cal scene for a review of 
the 2018 election cycle, 
its impact on agriculture 
and business, and what 
to expect in 2019. For 
mor einformation vsisit: 
www.ohioagcouncil.org/
news-events/oac-fall-
meeting-nov-13-2018.

AGRiCuLtuRe CALenDAR oF eVents

eradication plans. Such 
plans inconvenience 
American tourists, but 
they can prevent disease 
from crossing borders.

African Swine Fever 
is a disease that’s new to 
American interests. It has 
cropped up in China with 
more than 16 outbreaks 
reported recently. Appar-
ently, it was transported 
from Russia across the 
border to a pig farm in 
northern Heilongjiang 
province. Nobody can 
explain how it happened 
– at least no one who will 
admit to knowing any-
thing about it.

The Chinese pig farmer 
recognized he had sick 
hogs, so he loaded them 
on a truck and trans-
ported them to the clos-
est packing plant, 1,100 
miles south. Duh! Talk 
about a recipe for spread-
ing the disease!

When he arrived at the 
packing plant most of the 
pigs were dead. No one 
has said if the pigs were 
disposed of or processed. 
It’s anyone’s guess.

Since that time, 15 
more ASF outbreaks have 
occurred in China. These 
outbreaks seemed unrelat-
ed, as they popped up in 
many locations. American 
veterinary scientists have 
volunteered to assist the 
Chinese government with 
control of the epidemic. 
I was involved with mak-
ing contacts, but Chinese 
authorities declined 
our assistance and have 
remained tight-lipped 
since the earliest reports 
of the disease outbreak.

Even though American 
officials are concerned 
about ASF, they have 
deeper worries. They are 
on edge about FMD – 
not if FMD will occur in 
the U.S. but when it will 
occur! The threat of FMD 
will affect more than 
farmers. Every American 
citizen will feel the incon-

venience of efforts to con-
trol the disease. Humans 
aren’t susceptible to 
either of these diseases 
but can carry either of 
them on their clothes or 
in illicit food products 
purchased in a country 
with these viruses.

Ten-mile zones around 
disease outbreaks will be 
quarantined. police, sher-
iff’s deputies and National 
Guard will be mobilized 
to ensure the integrity of 
the quarantine zones.

Dairy farms will be 
especially encumbered by 
the restrictions, because 
milk must be picked up 
every day. Milk trucks 
will have to be disinfected 
upon entering the zone 
to pick up a dairy farm’s 
milk and disinfected once 
again when leaving the 
farm with the milk.

What makes this espe-
cially difficult for dairy 
farms is that they will 
need to plan for a “clean” 
zone equipped with dis-
infection equipment for 
milk pickup. The other 

option is to construct a 
neutral zone where trucks 
can load without entering 
the dairy farm.

Most dairy farms today 
are struggling to survive. 
Because of the depth of 
their economic woes, very 
few dairymen have devel-
oped a plan in the event 
of a quarantine. Without 
a plan, they could have 
to wait days, or perhaps 
weeks, before they could 
market their milk. Since 
dairies harvest milk every 
day, a dairyman will 
be put in the situation 
of having to dump his 
cows’ milk until he has 
developed a United Stats 
Department of Agricul-
ture (USDA)-approved 
written plan and acquired 
disinfecting equipment.

Because of their eco-
nomic circumstances, 
some dairymen will not 
be inclined to make the 
extra effort that a quar-
antine will require. They 
will be more inclined to 
sell their herds. I under-
stand their emotions, 

as being a dairyman is 
extremely difficult these 
days.

Selling their herds 
won’t be easy either, 
because it could take 
weeks for the dairymen to 
get a permit to move the 
cows off the farm. With-
out a USDA-approved 
quarantine plan, these 
dairymen will be in limbo.

My advice to all live-
stock owners is to discuss 
and plan a course of 
action with a veterinar-
ian who is familiar with 
requirements, so they can 
continue operating in the 
wake of a catastrophic 
disease such as FMD. But 
most veterinarians aren’t 
yet up to speed on the 
requirements.

The 2013 pED out-
break in baby pigs is just 
a mini version of what 
could happen in a major 
disease outbreak. pED 
killed baby pigs only. 
Even then, swine opera-
tions had pickup truck 
loads of carcasses to dis-
pose of.

Contingency plans are 
needed for disposal of 
animal carcasses in the 
event of widespread ani-
mal deaths or mass eutha-
nasia. Suffice it to say, 
officials with Homeland 
Security and the USDA 
have been researching 
plans for wholesale dis-
posal of livestock by buri-
al, composting, cremation 
and alkali digestors.

Which brings to mind 
the Louisiana official 
I met at a meeting in 
Amarillo on animal car-
cass disposal methods 
during an epidemic 
disease outbreak (yes, 
I live a glamorous life). 
He told me that in the 
pelican state they have 
their own 100 percent 
efficient disposal meth-
od. With a slow drawl 
he explained, “We drag 
the carcasses down to 
the river bank and let 
the alligators clean them 
up. We just need a knife 
to let the air out of them 
before the alligators will 
touch them.”

From page 2

troubling

REAL ESTATE & AUCTION Co. LLC
200 E. Emmitt Avenue • Waverly, Ohio 45690

740-947-7577 Office • tommy.brewster@ymail.com
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www.brewsterauctions.com
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Invest in something 
that lasts

1213 Cincinnati Ave.
Xenia, OH 45385

(937) 376-3344 
buckminnsdandd.com

Store Hours: M-F 9a-7p
Sat 9a-4p, Sun 11a-4p
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• Red Wings • Keen Utility 
• Birkenstock & More!

21 E. Main Street • Xenia, OH, 45385
 (937) 376-8156 • www.xeniashoe.com

Xenia’s Finest Shoe 
& Leather Repair

Xenia Shoe & Leather 
Xenia’s Finest Shoe Store

Shoe Store • Shoe Repair & Restoration 
Pedorthics • Zipper Repair
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R.W. LOUDERBACK & SON
New Construction • Repair • Emergency Call

We Do Sewer Cleaning
*Complete Water Systems 

*Well Work  *Ceramic Tile Installation
900 Birch Rd. • Xenia, Ohio

(937) 347-5178
OH.State License #18426/small

www.2xeniaplumbing.com
OH-70073785OH-70080981
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Rural Life Today busy at the  
booth at Farm Science Review

Photos by Gary brock
Members of the wilmington FFA look over copies of Rural Life today at the publication’s booth, sept. 19, during the 
annual Farm science Review near London. Pictured from left are: FFA members, Ryan Lewis, ty Bowman, hunter 
wright and Mason snyder.

Rural Life today editor Amanda Rockhold talking to visitors at the 2018 Farm science Review in London, sept. 19.

ohio Farm bureau news release

CoLUMBUS – Adam and Jess 
Campbell of Waynesville are 
winners of ohio Farm Bureau 
Federation’s 2018 Excellence 
in Agriculture Award. The 
award recognizes successful 
young agricultural professionals 
who are actively contributing 
to and growing through their 
involvement with Farm Bureau 
and agriculture.

The Campbells run Carroll 
Creek Farms LLC, a livestock 
farm that sells directly to 
consumers. Jess is assistant vice 
president of agribusiness at Farm 
Credit Mid-America and has held 
several leadership positions on 
the Warren County Farm Bureau 
board of trustees, including 
president and vice president and 
served on its budget, audit and 
communications committees.

Both Jess and Adam 
are graduates of oFBF’s 
AgripoWER Institute leadership 
development program, and Adam 
was a Discussion Meet contest 
participant. In 2017 the couple 
was named the local chamber of 
commerce’s Young professional 
Award winner.

The Campbells will be 
recognized at ohio Farm 
Bureau’s annual meeting in 
December and will receive a 

John Deere Gator courtesy of 
Farm Credit Mid-America as 
well as a $1,000 cash prize from 
ohio Farm Bureau. They also 
will receive an expense-paid 
trip to New orleans to compete 
in the national Excellence in 
Agriculture contest during 
American Farm Bureau’s annual 
convention in January.

prizes for AFBF’s Young 
Farmer and Rancher contests 
include:

• First Place: A new Ford 
truck or vehicle of equal value 
and paid registration to the 
AFBF FUSIoN Conference in 
Milwaukee, Wis., courtesy of 
Ford.

• Second Place: A Case IH 
Farmall 50A, courtesy of Case 
IH.

• Third Place: A Case IH 40” 
Combination Roll Cabinet & 
Top Chest and $500 Case IH 
parts card, courtesy of Case IH 
plus $2,000 of Stanley Black & 
Decker merchandise, courtesy of 
Stanley Black & Decker.

• Fourth Place: Case IH 40” 
Combination Roll Cabinet & Top 
Chest and a $500 Case IH parts 
card, courtesy of Case IH.

For more information about 
ohio Farm Bureau’s Young 
Agricultural professionals 
program, visit experienceyap.
com. 

Campbells win Ohio 
Farm Bureau award
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JR’S GENERAL STORE
& FARM MARKET

4-1/2 mi. S. of
Bainbridge off U.S. 50

on 41 S. 
(Watch for signs)
HOURS: Daily 8-6

Sat. 8-5; Closed Sun.

• Fresh Produce
• Meat & Cheese

• Discount Groceries
• Souvenirs • Crafts • Gifts

• Vitamins & Herbs
• Candles • Books

• Toys • Seasonal Items
BULK FOOD IS OUR
SPECIALTY, SO ARE

GREAT PRICES!

Turkey Breast
$2.89 Lb.

Black Forest
Ham   $2.59 Lb.

Swiss Cheese
$2.89 Lb.

German
Bologna
$1.69 Lb.

Colby Cheese
$2.19 Lb.

Cheddar Cheese
$2.49 Lb.

Prices Good May 3rd & 4th
Special Prices Good on Sale Days Only

FREE JRS MUG
W/ $10.00 purchase

17th Anniversary Sale Fri. May 3rd
& Sat. May 4th
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WEEKLY  SPECIALS
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382 ST. RT. 41, Hillsboro, OH  45133
8 miles south of Bainbridge

6.2 miles north of Sinking Springs

Now Open
Monday to Friday 9-5

Saturday 9-4

ARTIN’S
H e a r t h  &  H o m e

STOP PAYING THOSE HIGH HEATING BILLS!!!

Over 30+ Units on Display
Stoves • Wood-Gas-Coal • Chimneys • Stove Pipe •  Chimney Brushes and 

Rods • Hearth Boards •  EcoFans Head Lamps • and more!

Cold Weather Will Be Here Soon!

$$$AVE MONEY!!!
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WE’VE GOT 
YOU COVERED.

OHIO ASPHALTIC 
LIMESTONE CORP.

LIMESTONE & AGRICULTURAL GROUND LIME

937-364-2191
8591 Mad River Rd. Hillsboro, OH
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ohio Farm bureau news release

MECHANICSBURG 
– Brandi and Nick Ander-
son of Mechanicsburg 
have been named winners 
of ohio Farm Bureau’s 
outstanding Young Farm-
er Award.

The contest helps 
young farmers strengthen 
their business skills, 
develop marketing oppor-
tunities and receive rec-
ognition for their accom-
plishments. Contestants 
are judged on the growth 
of their farm businesses 
and involvement in Farm 
Bureau and their com-
munity.

The Andersons will 
receive 250 hours use of 

an M-Series Kubota trac-
tor, courtesy of Kubota, a 
$1,000 Grainger gift cer-
tificate and an expense-
paid trip to New orleans 
to attend the American 
Farm Bureau’s annual con-
vention in January 2019.

The Champaign County 
Farm Bureau members 
raise cattle and sell the 
meat at farmers markets 
under the Women That 
Farm name. Brandi is a 
grain branch manager 
for Heritage Cooperative 
and Nick is farm manager 
of Van Raay Dairy. They 
are on the Champaign 
County Farm Bureau 
board of trustees and are 
the parents of three young 
children.

Andersons receive 
Outstanding Young 
Farmer Award

submitted photo
Brandi and nick Anderson of Mechanicsburg have been named 
winners of ohio Farm Bureau’s outstanding Young Farmer Award.

By Kyra Davidson
Felicity-Franklin FFA reporter

Ten Felicity FFA mem-
bers traveled to The Big 
E (The Eastern States 
Exposision) in Massa-
chusetts on September 
13 to compete in three 
areas against teams 
from 19 other states in 
the eastern region. The 
Big E hosts many career 
development events 
(CDEs) for FFA mem-
bers who have placed 
second in their state 
competition, as well as a 
regional agriscience fair 
for some of the national 
finalists. Felicity FFA 
sent two CDE teams 
and one team of agri-
science finalists to The 
Big E this year.

For the first time, 
Felicity FFA sent a 
poultry management 
team to compete against 
nineteen other states. 
The poultry team 
judged live hens, eggs, 
carcasses, further pro-
cessed products and 
gave oral reasons as well 
as completed a team 
activity. Felicity’s team 
took first, with individu-
als Madison Baird, Ellie 
Sharp, Kaitlyn Sharp 
and Mallory Taulbee 
placing first, third, fifth, 
and eighth respectively.

With another first 
for the chapter, Felicity 
FFA sent a food science 
and technology team. In 
the food science CDE, 
FFA members identified 
aromas, participated in 
a triangle test, answered 
mathematical problems, 
identified problems in 
consumer inquiry let-
ters, recognized issues 
in eight different scenar-
ios and developed and 
presented a new food 
product. Joey Glass-

meyer placed first, Bai-
ley Lowe placed second, 
Luke Jennings placed 
third, and Trinity Evans 
placed fifth individually.

The Felicity-Franklin 
FFA chapter also took 
an agriscience team 
who has qualified to 
compete in the national 
agriscience fair. Braden 
Blackburn and Seth 
Roehm placed second in 
the competition against 
members from all cat-
egories and divisions 

with a gold rating. Their 
project investigated the 
desalination opportuni-
ties to help combat the 
fresh water issues across 
the globe.

While at the Big 
E, Felicity FFA mem-
bers also explored the 
entire exposition, saw 
livestock shows, met 
a national officer and 
visited the Spring-
field Armory and the 
National Basketball Hall 
of Fame.

Felicity FFA excels at Big E

submitted photo
From left to right: the Big e competitors from Felicity included Luke Jennings, seth Roehm, Kaitlyn 
sharp, Madison Baird, trinity evans, Mallory taulbee, ellie sharp, Bailey Lowe, Braden Blackburn, and 
Joey Glassmeyer.
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LONDON
(614) 879-6620

HILLIARD
(614) 527-8800

WASHINGTON CH
(740) 335-2071

NEW ALBANY
(614) 475-0707

MARION
(740) 389-5458

ZANESVILLE
(740) 450-7446

LANCASTER
(740) 653-6951

GEORGETOWN
(937)378-6439

WILMINGTON
(937) 486-5211

FLEMINGSBURG, KY
(606) 845-7311

Some restrictions apply. In stock models only. Residency restrictions may apply. Taxes and fees extra. May be subject to credit approval. Stihl and Honda purchases not valid for delivery. Pictures may include options and/or accessories not included in price. Dealer retains all discounts. Payments are with 20% down before tax. Requires 
approval with John Deere Financial. Offer expires 10/20/18. All prices are cash price, a 3% charge will be added on financing and credit card transactions. See dealer or visit JohnDeere.com for details.

FREE
LOADER
WHILE SUPPLIES LAST*

SAVE UP TO 

ON SELECT COMPACT TRACTORON SELECT COMPACT TRACTOR
$2,500

JOHN DEERE 1023E

$11,999

$11,499

JOHN DEERE 3025E

$17,999

$15,999

JOHN DEERE 5065E

$34,499

$31,999

4X4 - 22.4 HP 4X4 - 24.7 HP 4X4 - 67 HP

FREE D120 LDR FREE 520M LDRFREE 300E LDR

$309/MO.$159/MO.$109/MO.$11,499 $15,999 $159 $31,999
-$500 -$2,000 -$2,500

LIST PRICE LIST PRICE LIST PRICE
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Highland county soil & Water 
conservation district news release

HIGHLAND CoUNTY 
— More than 130 people 
attended the 5th Annual 
Highland County Farm 
Tour, Sept. 15, in the 
New petersburg area. 
The farm tour was a 
result of a collaborative 
effort between Highland 
County Farm Bureau and 
Highland Soil and Water 
Conservation District.

The tour featured 
beautiful, diverse farms 
and provided beneficial 
information on local sus-
tainable agriculture. The 
tour consisted of stops 
at the Steven M. Karnes 
Hay Farm, the Surber 
Family Swine operation 
and the Karnes orchard. 
The Steven M. Karnes 
Hay Farm featured a 
presentation on hay/for-
age management by oSU 
Extension Forage Spe-
cialist Dr. Mark Sulc. At 
the Surber Family Swine 
operation participants 
learned about the 2,400 
sow – breed to wean 
facility.

The Karnes orachard 
stop highlighted the his-
tory of the orchard, the 
new no-site market and 
how the storage facility 
loan program through 
the Farm Service Agency 

assisted them in purchas-
ing a cooler to extend 
their season.

In addition to learn-
ing about these unique 
farms, participants also 
enjoyed a presentation 
from the Cardinal Land 
Conservancy after lunch 
on how to protect their 
farms from future devel-
opment.

The Highland County 
Farm Bureau and High-
land Soil and Water Con-
servation District would 
like to thank Reed’s 
Trailer Sales for supply-
ing a trailer and Family, 
Farm and Home of Hills-

boro for donating bottled 
water, to help ensure the 
event was a great suc-

cess.
Anyone that was 

unable to attend this 

year’s event but would 
like to be informed of 
future events can call 

937-393-1922 ext. 3 or 
1-888-378-2212 to be 
added to the mailing list.

Highland County Farm Tour a great success

submitted photos
highland County Farm tour grpup at the steven Karnes hay Farm, sept. 15.

highland County Farm tour group leaving the Karnes orchard stop 
on the tour, sept. 15.

submitted photos
highland County Farm tour group on a trailer getting ready to travel to the next stop on the tour, sept. 15.
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Fun Farm Facts
RuralLifeToday.com

Did you know?
Pumpkins

The U.S. pumpkin market is regarded as limited and seasonal, and every fall 
pumpkins abound. 
• Pumpkins are fruit with edible flowers and seeds. 
• Pumpkins are 90 percent water. 
• Ohio is one of the top six states for pumpkin production in the United 

States, along with Illinois, Michigan, New York, Pennsylvania and Cali-
fornia.

• According to the USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service, nearly 
67,000 acres of pumpkins were harvested in the US in 2016, producing 
16 million pounds of pumpkins.

• Pumpkins belong to the Cucurbita genus, along with cucumbers, mel-
ons, and squash. However, the term “pumpkin” refers to members of 
four different species, C. moschata, C. mixta, C. pep, and C. maxima

• A cup of cooked pumpkin provides more than 200 percent of the rec-
ommended daily intake of vitamin A, 20 percent of the recommended 
vitamin C and more potassium than a banana.

• Most pumpkins are grown for processing, not ornamental sales.
• Pumpkins range in size from less than a pound to over 1,000 pounds. 

The largest pumpkin ever grown weighed 1,140 pounds.
Sources: 
www.agmrc.org/commodities-products/vegetables/pumpkins
www.farmflavor.com/at-home/cooking/farm-facts-pumpkins

For Updated Farm and Agricultural 
Information, go to...
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By Amanda Rockhold
arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com

LoNDoN — Farmers 
markets are an opportune 
way for ohio farmers 
to sell their products. 
According to a United 
States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) 
report, since 2008 the 
number of farmers mar-
kets in the United States 
has grown by 76 percent. 
ohio is ranked fifth in 
the number of farmers 
markets in the nation, 
with 335 ohio markets 
registered and listed in 
the USDA directory.

“In ohio we’ve got 
great opportunity for 
farmers markets,” said 
Mary Griffith, Extension 
Educator of Agriculture 
& Natural Resources, 
oSU Extension Madison 
County. “With our urban 
areas interspersed with so 
much farmland, we have a 
really cool location, state-
wise, compared to some 
other states for selling 
food at farmers markets.”

Griffith spoke at the 
2018 Farm Science 
Review, Sept. 19, in Lon-
don. About 12 people 
attended Griffith’s session 
from various ohio coun-

ties. Her topic was mar-
keting at farmers markets 
in ohio.

Griffith explained 
that customers usually 
come to farmers markets 
because they want to 
know where their food 
comes from. “They want 
to know the farmer,” said 
Griffith, adding that talk-
ing to people at the farm-
ers market provides an 
opportunity for growers 
to tell their story.

“people are going to the 
market because they want 
to know you. Your per-
sonality, your values, and 
your farm is what you’re 
marketing,” said Griffith.

Griffith said visual 
display is an important 
aspect at the farmers mar-
ket, emphasizing that a 
sign is a good way to help 
farmers tell their stories. 
“A sign can bring people 
in,” said Griffith. She 
advised to have prices 
and the names of the 
products clearly on the 
sign. people don’t like to 
have to ask for prices.

She added to put time 
and effort into the display, 
ensuring everything is 
organized, colorful and 
abundant.

other reasons people 

go to farmers markets 
include social purposes, 
quality products, specialty 
and organic products and 
entertainment, according 
to Griffith. “Set yourself 
up so that you appeal to 
what people want,” said 
Griffith.

Engaging with custom-
ers is important. While at 
the booth, acknowledge 
people and say hello. one 
attendee at the event said 
that they’ve found stand-
ing up instead of sitting 
works better to engage 
people.

Social media is a good 
way to interest people in 
your business beyond the 
market and to bring in 
customers. Vendors can 
use social media to make 
people aware of what they 
will have at the market 
every week.

While using social 
media, Griffith suggested 
utilizing hashtags (for 
example, #farming or 
#vegetables), tagging oth-
ers in social media posts 
and showing location. 
This will help reach and 
engage more people. She 
said to tag customers, 
people at the farmers mar-
ket and co-workers.

“The most important 

thing [on social media] 
is visuals,” said Griffith. 
“Including pictures and 
videos is really important 
to get people’s attention.”

why people don’t go to 
farmers markets

Griffith then transi-
tioned into what prevents 
people from going to 
farmers markets. She 
referred to surveys that 
have been done on this 
topic. Reasons include: 
limited hours; limited 
parking options; inconve-
nient locations for some 
people; and seasonal vari-
ability in products.

“More and more 
people are having food 
delivered to their home,” 
said Griffith. Griffith 
explained that consumer 
trends are showing Mil-

lennials are eating based 
on their values, but are 
also buying prepared 
foods more than anyone 
else.

Millennials are becom-
ing the largest group of 
consumers, according to a 
USDA report. The report 
also shows research on 
how Millennials purchase 
and prepare food.

At the farmers market, 
farmers can include reci-
pes and food delivery kits, 
which contains all the 
ingredients and a recipe 
to make a meal. Commu-
nity Supported Agricul-
ture (CSA) is also becom-
ing more popular. CSAs 
connect the producer and 
consumers within the 
food system more closely 
by allowing the consumer 
to subscribe to the har-

vest of a certain farm or 
group of farms.

“people want things 
that are fast and easy to 
prepare, and prepared in 
ways that align with their 
values,” said Griffith.            

Licensing and fees
“How do I legally sell 

food at farmers markets?” 
said Griffith.

Those new to farmers 
markets should under-
stand license and fees. 
Fresh fruits and veg-
etables have no special 
license to sell. However, 
food like meats, cheeses 
and other types of pre-
pared foods require cer-
tain licenses. For more 
information visit: www.
agri.ohio.gov and then 
go to Food Safety, then 
Licenses.

Farmers markets, great opportunity for Ohio farmers
OSU expert tells growers to share their story

Amanda rockhold | rural life today
Mary Griffith, osu extension educator, speaking about marketing at farmers markets in ohio at the 
Farm science Review, sept. 19.
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Want to receive 

          at home by mail for only $24/year?

SIGN UP TODAY!
Fill out the request form below

❏ YES! I would like to receive Rural Life Today.

Name: _______________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________

City: __________________________________ State:_________ Zip: ___________

County:______________________________________________________________

Email (required): ______________________________________________________

Phone Number (required): ______________________________________________

Credit Card Payments:         

   Card Number _______________________________________ Expiration Mo/Yr ________ 
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Please return completed form to:   Rural Life Today 
 c/o The Daily Times 
1603 Eleventh Street 
Portsmouth, OH 45662

          Rural Life Today provides farming and agriculture news and information  
in print and online for everyone in our rural communities.

Diane Garneau,
BC-HIS

30 Day Money Back Guarantee

HIGHLAND COUNTY
HEARING AID CENTER

215 N. High St., Hillsboro, OH 45133
(Across from Armory) 
(937) 393-4558
www.HighlandCountHearing.com

Android smart phone users-Starkey has 
a new wireless product for you

The Muse hearing aids deliver:

•Improved speech audibility with Acuity Directionality
•Wireless streaming for Phone, TV, music and other media   
     with Sur� ink mobile (remote)
•Feedback cancelation so no buzzing or whistling
•Experience music in a whole new way with pure, re� ned   
     sound quality
•Multi� ex Tinnitus Technology for relief of ringing   
     in the ears

OH-70052413OH-70079777

937-382-2323   www.smithandsonfuneralhomes.com
Traditional Funerals | Non-Traditional Services 

 Cremation Choices | Advanced Planning | Personalization Options
 Green-friendly Burials | Pet Cremation

Smith Funeral Homes
Wilmington and New Vienna
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Avoid escalating costs with funeral pre-planning.
Contact us today to arrange your free, no-obligation consultation.

As a family owned and operated funeral home for more than 65 years, we understand the 
needs and challenges that arise when you are faced with the loss of a loved one. � at’s why 
we’re here to help you through every decision and detail at this di�  cult time, honoring the 
memory of your loved one with a digni  ed and   tting tribute.

A Heritage of Caring
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ohio department of Agricultire 
news release

REYNoLDSBURG – 
The ohio Department of 
Agriculture recognized 
five families representing 
each region of the state as 
winners of the 2018 Con-
servation Farm Family 
Awards at the Farm Sci-
ence Review in London, 
Sept. 21. This was the 
35th year of the awards 
program.

“ohio is very fortunate 
to have some of the most 
fertile ground in the coun-
try for growing a wide 
variety of crops, but none 
of that is possible if we do 
not implement conserva-
tion practices to take care 
of what we have,” said 
ohio Department of Agri-
culture Director David 
Daniels. “These families 
have gone the extra mile 
in conserving soil, water, 
woodland and wildlife on 
the land they farm and 
we thank them for their 
dedication.”

The five families hon-
ored were: The Brause 
Family of Crawford Coun-
ty; paul and Joanne Mech-
ling of Ashtabula County; 
Chuck and Diane Hicks of 
Washington County; the 
Lohstroh family of Madi-
son and pickaway coun-
ties; and T. Wayne Vickers 
of pickaway County.

“For 35 years we have 

been honoring farm fami-
lies for their contribution 
to conservation and I am 
continually amazed how 
these families are dedi-
cated to paying it forward 
for future generations,” 
said Kirk Hines, chief of 
the department’s Divi-
sion of Soil and Water 
Conservation. “These 
producers are the best of 
the best and they provide 
an example for the rest of 
us to mimic in our effort 
to conserve our natural 
resources.”

Since 1984, the Con-
servation Farm Family 
Awards program has rec-
ognized 181 ohio farm 
families for their exem-
plary efforts conserving 
soil, water, woodland, 
wildlife and other natural 
resources on the land 
they farm. Conservation 
farm families also host 

a variety of educational 
programs, opening their 
farms to schools, scout 
groups, farm organiza-
tions and others.

In addition to receiving 
$400 each from the ohio 
Farm Bureau Federation, 
the families were also 
featured in the Septem-
ber issue of ohio Farmer 
magazine and received 
plaques from ADS Hancor 
Inc. ohio Farmer maga-
zine has sponsored the 
ohio Conservation Farm 
Family Awards since 
the program’s inception. 
Nominations are sought 
annually between January 
and May, and ohio farm-
ing families are encour-
aged to apply. For more 
information or to apply 
individuals can contact 
their local Soil and Water 
Conservation District 
(SWCD).

Ohio’s top conservation 
farmers received honors
Winners recognized during Farm Science Review

submitted photo
the ohio Department of Agriculture recognized five Conservation 
Farm Family Awards winners at Farm science Review, sept. 20. 
Plaque winners were: Area 1 winner Brause Family, Area 2 winner 
Mechling Family, Area 3 winner hicks Family, Area 4 winner Lohstroh 
Family, Area 5 winner t. wayne Vickers.

By Amanda Rockhold
arockhold@aimmediamidwest.
com

LoNDoN — Healthy 
soil requires little distur-
bance, diversity of plants 
and continuous living 
roots throughout the 
year, according to Walt 
Sell of purdue University 
Extension. And there are 
several tools and tech-
niques to ensure soil is 
healthy in the garden.

“You can learn a lot 
about your soil by just 
going out and digging,” 
said Sell at the the 2018 
Farm Science Review, 
Sept. 18, in London. 
Demonstrating to 
about 10 attendees, Sell 

explained how a shovel 
is a good tool to start 
with when checking the 
health of soil in the gar-
den. purdue Extension 
works with The ohio 
State University, who 
hosted the annual agri-
cultural event.

Soil should be loose 
and have aggregate 
stability, which means 
the soil’s ability to 
resist degradation when 
exposed to external forc-
es. This could include 
water and wind erosion, 
tillage and other harmful 
factors.

Digging will reveal if 
soil is compacted and 
roots are restricted, or if 
the soil is loose with air 

and water flow. Sell also 
said to check for worms, 
which help make soil 
healthy.

“When you’re dig-
ging, you want to feel. 
put pressure down into 
the soil and get a feel of 
whether the shovel goes 
down smoothly, or if it 
goes down smoothly for 
a few inches and you hit 
a hard layer. or if you 
can’t get it in the ground 
at all,” said Sell.

Temperature is an 
important factor when 
getting ready to plant. 
Sell suggested using a 
meat thermometer to 
determine if the soil is 

Monitor soil in the garden 
with these techniques
Expert talks soil health at the Farm Science Review

See GARDEN | 11

MAIN CAMPUS
951 Vern Riffe Dr. • Lucasville, OH 45648

High School: 740.259.5522 • Post Secondary: 740.259.5526
www.sciototech.org
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SCIOTO COUNTY
CAREER TECHNICAL CENTER
Experience You Can Trust...
Results You Can Measure...

Crown Excavating
& Stone Yard

5885 SR 218 Gallipolis, OH 45631

740-256-6456

O
H

-7
00

67
63

5

6685 Gibler Road, Hillsboro, OH 45133
937-364-6351

937-364-1047 (FAX)

Grain • Stone
Liquid Fertilizer Ag Lime

Customized
&

Variable
Rate 

Spreading
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440-990-0031  •  hopscropsllc.com

• Free Consultation
• Site Prep/Land Clearing
• Soil Testing
• We Can Help You 

Select Your Rhizome
• Maintenance
• Trimming
• Spraying/Fertilizing
• Planting Barley

for Maltingfor Malting

We can even assist in sales!
Customize any package to fi t your needs!

NO YARD IS TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL!

Custom hop yard installation can include:

HOPS & CROPS LLC

5099 St. Rt. 753 SE
Washington Courthouse, OH 43160
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By Alayna DeMartini

LoNDoN — Under 
sunny skies for three 
days, visitors to the 56th 
annual Farm Science 
Review took a break from 
harvest to learn about the 
latest innovations in agri-
culture and to shade their 
faces beneath the brim of 
free foam hats shaped like 
ears of corn.

Farm Science Review 
(the Review), held Sept. 
18-20, drew 108,074 visi-
tors, who came to admire 
new machinery and learn 
about techniques and 
trends, test-drive all-
terrain vehicles, and talk 

about soybean tariffs and 
taxes. Though it didn’t 
rain this year as it did 
during much of last year’s 
show, clear skies kept 
some farmers in the field 
harvesting.

Water coolers drained 
as the mercury rose each 
day of the farm show 
sponsored by the College 
of Food, Agricultural, and 
Environmental Sciences 
(CFAES).

While farm income 
nationwide is projected to 
dip, plunging 50 percent 
in 2018 compared to the 
2013 level, and soybean 
tariffs are squeezing out 
markets, there are always 
new tractors, combines 

and equipment to see 
that might offset any 
pessimism. The Review 
offered that plus a range 
of educational presenta-
tions to help growers 
weather tough financial 
times.

“As farmers and pro-
ducers pay closer atten-
tion to their bottom lines 
this year, Farm Science 
Review was a good 
resource for them,” said 
Nick Zachrich, manager 
of the Review. “Along 
with showcasing the 
latest trends and tech-
nologies in agriculture, 
CFAES and other experts 
led sessions on profitabil-
ity, trade, tariffs and the 

farm bill.”
This year’s show 

attracted 636 exhibi-
tors in an area that was 
expanded by 20 acres.

At a show where farm-
ers learned about reduc-
ing input costs, adminis-
tering antibiotics to their 
livestock and marketing 
local foods, among other 
topics, avid gardeners 
gathered tips on growing 
fruit in their backyards, 
attracting hummingbirds 
and beekeeping.

“Visitors were able to 
experience everything 
from test-driving utility 
vehicles to seeing the 
latest equipment run in 
field demonstrations,” 

Zachrich said. “There was 
truly something here for 
everyone in agriculture 
to improve their opera-
tions.”

Among the new offer-
ings at this year’s show 
were experts who taught 
beef quality assurance, 
a certification that’s 
increasingly becoming 
important for beef pro-
ducers.

More combines spread 
across fields this year, 
harvesting corn 12 rows 
at a time in one of the 
many field demonstra-
tions of cutting-edge 
equipment. Attendees at 
the show perused compo-
nents of autonomous trac-

tors and heard talks about 
farm estate planning and 
the effect climate change 
is having on agriculture.

Ron Bates, who raises 
cattle and pigs on his 
Sarahsville farm in east-
ern ohio, hadn’t been to 
the Review since he was 
in high school nearly 20 
years ago. This time he 
brought his two sons: 
Cyler, 11, and Casen, 2, 
both of whom were most 
intrigued by the cattle — 
not surprisingly — at one 
of the exhibits. Then they 
headed to the tractors, 
Bates said.

“It’s time for them to 
see farming and larger 
equipment,” said Bates.

Farm Science Review 2018: plenty of sunshine, a larger exhibit area

By sam shriver
sshriver@limanews.com

VAN WERT — Fourth 
graders learned more 
about farming at this 
year’s Cows and plows 
program at the Van Wert 
County Fairgrounds.

The program was orga-
nized by the Van Wert 
Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District.

on Sept. 25, students 
from Lincolnview and 
Crestview schools par-
ticipated in the program. 
on Sept. 27, students 
from St. Mary’s parochial 
and Van Wert schools 
attended.

The speakers covered a 
broad range of topics.

“We get to have the 

kids come out on a fun 
field trip and they learn 
about eight different sta-
tions, everything from 
soil and water. They get 

to visit with some live-
stock and talk about live-
stock production. There’s 
a crop and science pro-
duction section. We have 

antique implements. We 
also do a production of 
our meats from Cooper 
Farms. They tell the 
kids about food safety, 
what all we have to do to 
get that to the table. So 
there’s a lot of things that 
they do. A lot of learning 
goes on,” said Tammy 
Campbell, education 
coordinator with the Van 
Wert Soil and Water Con-
servation District.

“I think it’s important 
because we’ve gotten 
away from farming and 
so many of them don’t 
live on a farm or don’t 
know anybody that lives 
on a farm,” said Camp-
bell.

The fourth graders 
also learned about how 

technology has advanced 
farming.

“We have the antiques 
and then we also have our 
modern combine. They 
see all of the hydraulics 
and all of the mechanics 
of it and they really get to 
see a good cross-section 
of what it takes for our 
community,” she said.

Even lunch was a teach-
able moment.

“They’re going to eat a 
hamburger, so they learn 
where that hamburger 
comes from,” Campbell 
said.

Campbell was appre-
ciative of the sponsors 
that made the day pos-
sible.

Cows and plows ‘18 
was supported by groups 

including Advanced Bio-
logical Marketing, Ag 
Credit, Cooper Farms 
Cooked Meats, D&D 
Ingredient, Earl J. Gerde-
man Agricultural Scholar-
ship, Farm Credit, 4-H 
Council, Gerdeman Land 
& Cattle LLC, Heritage 
Farm Equipment, Kenn-
Feld Group, Lincolnview 
Young Farmers, Maumee 
Watershed Conservancy 
District, ohio State 
University Extension 
office, Save-A-Lot, Van 
Wert County Fair Board, 
Van Wert County Farm 
Bureau, Van Wert Soil and 
Water Conservation Dis-
trict and Wrenco Trophy. 

reach sam shriver at 567-242-
0409.

Kids learn about agriculture

craig J. orosz | the lima News
sam Kirtley, 10, a fourth-grader at Lincolnview elementary school, 
touches a cow during Cows and Plows at the Van wert County 
Fairgrounds on sept. 25. Mike schumm, an area farmer, talked with 
students about livestock production.
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Processors of Food Grade Soybeans  
for Domestic and International Markets

www.bluegrassfarmsohio.com

Offering
PREMIUM PRICES

for Food Grade Soybeans: 
NON-GMO 

& ORGANIC

Phone: 
(740) 426-6683

Fax: 
(740) 426-6684

P.O. 57 
9768 Mill-Jeff Rd. 

Jeffersonville 
Ohio 43128

Processors of Food Grade Soybeans  
for Domestic and International Markets

www.bluegrassfarmsohio.com

Offering
PREMIUM PRICES

for Food Grade Soybeans: 
NON-GMO 

& ORGANIC

Phone: 
(740) 426-6683

Fax: 
(740) 426-6684

P.O. 57 
9768 Mill-Jeff Rd. 

Jeffersonville 
Ohio 43128

Jenny M. Cameron
Owner/Broker

office (937) 393-3416
Jenny.Cameron@RealLiving.com

2345997

123 West Main St.
Hillsboro, OH 45133

ClassicSells.com

Jenny M. Hilterbran
Owner/Broker

o�  ce (937) 393-3416
Jenny.Cameron@RealLiving.com

Specializing in Roofing, Siding, Decks, Windows, Pole Barns, Concrete,Electrical 
Service Changes, Drywall, Metal Roofing, Gravel Hauling

PAY LESS With L&S

L & S Roofing & Construction

Office 1-937-981-1172      Cell 1-740-572-2724
Fully Insured  *  Licensed  *  Bonded  *  Over 20 Years Experience * BBB A+ Rating

Senior Citizens Discount • Always Low Price & Free Estimates

Blowout Special Prices on Metal 
Roofing & Dimensional Shingles !!

OH-70079859
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too cold or too hot to 
plant.

Soil temperature 
should be at last 40 
degrees Fahrenheit when 
planting vegetables. 
However, when the 
soil temperature rises 
to around 100 degrees 
Fahrenheit or higher, 
microorganisms that are 
vital to soil health will 
die.

Soil compaction 
reduces the size of 
pore space that allows 
adequate air and water 
flow. Sell showed the 
group how to use a 
thin metal rod to check 
for compacted layers 
of soil, also called the 
penetration test. Note 
the length of the rod and 
measure how far down 
it will easily go into the 
ground. For this to be 
effective, one should 
check multiple times 
per years and in several 
locations and weather 
conditions.

Sell explained the 
importance of checking 
for water infiltration, 
using a irrigation pipe 
(or something similar, 
such as a metal can), a 
soft mallet and a piece 
of wood. He placed 
the wood on top of the 
pipe and hit it with the 
mallet.

“Very gently, but 

firmly, pound [the pipe] 
in about half way,” said 
Sell, adding to do this 
where the soil is bare.

Line the inside of the 
pipe with plastic wrap 
and then pour about 
an inch of water into 
the can. Slowly pull the 
plastic out of the pipe, 
allowing the water to 
fall onto the soil in the 
pipe. Then determine 
how long it takes for the 
water to dissipate. This 
will reveal how much 
pore and air space is in 
the soil. With healthy soil 
the water will dissipate 
within 5 to 15 minutes, 
unless you’re working 

with a sandy soil.
If you don’t have 

plastic wrap, firm the 
soil with your hands and 
pour the water onto the 
soil while allowing it to 
run over your hands and 
fingers.

The final tool Sell 
demonstrated to monitor 
soil health is a shot glass 
and a small strainer. He 
filled the small glass with 
water. Then he put soil in 
the strainer and set it on 
top of the glass, the soil 
emerging into the water.

This will check for the 
soil’s aggregate stability, 
“the ability of the soil to 
hold together,” said Sell. 

Healthy soil will hold 
into place, instead of 
breaking apart easily in 
the water.

In addition to these 
techniques to monitor 
soil, Sell said that 
keeping the soil active 
throughout the year is 
important.

“The principles of 
soil health is minimum 
disturbance, biodiversity 
of plant life, continuous 
living roots and cover 
crops,” said Sell. “We 
plant the fields in April 
and we harvest in 
october and the rest of 
the year the fields sit 
empty. That’s not really 

what nature intended or 
really what’s desirable for 
the health of the soil.”

Cover crops
“You want diversity 

of planting. It’s helpful 
if you have several dif-
ferent types of plants 
growing,” said Sell. A 
diversity of crops will 
provide more nutrients 
to the soil.

Sell suggested imple-
menting cover crops in 
the garden to sustain 
a balance of nutrients 
throughout the year, 
instead of letting the soil 
remain bare throughout 
the winter.

According to Sell, 
cover crops consist of 
three groups: grasses, 
legumes and brassicas. 
Examples of grasses 
are wheat, cereal rye or 
spring oats; legumes are 
hairy vetch, soybeans or 
peas; and brassicas are 
mustard plants, such as 
radishes.

“A simple formula 
for people first starting 
out with cover crops 
in gardens would be to 
use spring oats and a 
radish,” said Sell. He 
suggested these two 
because they both die in 
the winter. other cover 
crops do not and would 
need to be controlled or 
killed in the spring.

He suggests planting 
cover crops by late sum-
mer, and not waiting 
until october to plant 
because the cover crops 

need time to germinate 
before the first winter 
frost.

Sell said that grasses 
are scavengers and 
will hold the soil and 
nutrients in place to 
protect it from erosion. 
Legumes are nitrogen-
building. Brassicas will 
break through the soil 
compaction layers, push-
ing down like a tap root, 
creating air and water 
movement.

He said to be cogni-
zant of the carbon-to-
nitrogen ratio, especially 
when adding organic 
plant material, such 
as compost or mulch. 
He said to manage the 
“greens and browns.”

“The greens have a 
little bit more nitrogen 
to them and the browns 
have a little more car-
bon to them,” said Sell. 
Cover crops will also 
create a better habitat 
for earthworms, which 
contribute to soil health.

Sell emphasized that 
there are multiple ways 
to successfully garden, 
and he encourages 
people to try new ways 
and techniques. He sug-
gests trying cover crops 
with a small part of the 
garden and expanding 
form there.

For more informa-
tion about how to keep 
your soil healthy visit: 
soilhealth.osu.edu or 
www.asec.purdue.edu/
soilhealth

Photos by Amanda rockhold | rural life today
walt sell of Purdue university extension demonstrating and speaking about how to monitor soil health 
in the garden at the 2018 Farm science Review, sept. 18.

From page 9

Garden

BUILT TOUGH.
PRICED RIGHT.
SAVE BIG ON THE INDUSTRY’S 

LEADING COMPACT EQUIPMENT.

CALL US FOR A DEMO AND TRY 
A BOBCAT MACHINE ON YOUR OPERATION.

Authorized Bobcat Dealer

Bobcat Enterprises, Inc.
CINCINNATI | HILLIARD | REYNOLDSBURG | MT. ORAB

800.4BOBCAT | bobcat-ent.com
Parts. Service. Sales. Rental.
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Fayette County – Ohio 

Ranked items among the 88 state counties  
and 3,079 U.S. counties, 2012 

  State Universe U.S.  Universe 

Item Quantity Rank 1 Rank 1

MARKET VALUE  
OF AGRICULTURAL  
PRODUCTS SOLD ($1,000) 
Total value of agricultural  
products sold 143,543 30 88 828 3,077 
Value of crops including 
 nursery and greenhouse 126,175 19 88 497 3,072 
Value of livestock, poultry, 
 and their products 17,368 47 88 1,728 3,076 

VALUE OF SALES BY  
COMMODITY GROUP ($1,000) 
Grains, oilseeds,  
dry beans, and dry peas 124,199 17 88 363 2,926 
Vegetables, melons, 
potatoes, and sweet potatoes 81 73 88 1,934 2,802 
Fruits, trees nuts, and berries 2 87 87 2,650 2,724 
Milk from cows 11,460 23 85 463 2,038
Hogs and pigs 90 68 87 1,295 2,827 
Horses, ponies, mules, 
burros, and donkeys 634 20 88 431 3,011 

TOP CROP ITEMS (acres) 
Soybeans for beans 91,381 20 87 288 2,162 
Corn for grain 79,963 16 87 427 2,638 
Wheat for grain, all 4,290 39 87 1,053 2,537
Winter wheat for grain 4,290 39 87 976 2,480
Forage-land used for all hay  
and haylage, grass silage,  
and greenchop 2,687 79 88 2,582 3,057

TOP LIVESTOCK  
INVENTORY ITEMS (number) 
Cattle and calves 5,696 68 88 2,327 3,063 
Sheep and lambs 1,366 22 88 662 2,897 
Layers 754 84 88 2,089 3,040
Horses and ponies 645 66 88 1,761 3,072 
Goats, all 630 31 88 982 2,996 

Other County Highlights, 2012 
Economic Characteristics Quantity 

Farms by value of sales:
Less than $1,000 ......................................................................................................................... 106 
$1,000 to $2,499 ............................................................................................................................37 
$2,500 to $4,999 ............................................................................................................................24 
5,000 to $9,999 ...............................................................................................................................35 
$10,000 to $19,999........................................................................................................................31 
$20,000 to $24,999........................................................................................................................11 
$25,000 to $39,999........................................................................................................................15 
$40,000 to $49,999........................................................................................................................14 
$50,000 to $99,999........................................................................................................................33 
$100,000 to $249,999 ...................................................................................................................55 
$250,000 to $499,999 ...................................................................................................................64 
$500,000 or more ..........................................................................................................................79 

Total farm production expenses ($1,000) .................................................................... 99,306 
Average per farm ($)197,036 ..........................................................................................................
Net cash farm income of operation ($1,000) .............................................................. 53,061 
Average per farm ($) ..........................................................................................................105,279 

Operator Characteristics Quantity 
Principal operators by primary occupation:
Farming .......................................................................................................................................... 285 
Other ............................................................................................................................................... 219 
Principal operators by sex:
Male ................................................................................................................................................. 450 
Female ...............................................................................................................................................54 
Average age of principal operator (years) ........................................................................ 57.8 
All operators by race(2):
American Indian or Alaska Native ............................................................................................. 2 
Asian ..................................................................................................................................................... 4 
White ............................................................................................................................................... 669 
More than one race ........................................................................................................................ 3 
All operators of Spanish, Hispanic, or Latino Origin(2) ...................................................... 2 

See “Census of Agriculture, Volume 1, Geographic Area Series” for complete footnotes, explanations, defini-
tions, and methodology.
1= Universe is number of counties in state or U.S. with the item.
2= Data collected for maximum of three operators per farm

AGRICULTURE SNAPSHOT
Fayette County

2012 CENSUS of
AGRICULTURE
County Profile

Number of Farms ..............................504 ..............................585 ................................-14%

Land in Farms .....................................196,529 acres ..........218,250 acres ............-10%

Average Size of Farm ......................390 acres ...................373 acres .....................+5%

Market Value of Products Sold ..$143,543,000 ...........$83,982,000 ............. +71%

Crop Sales ...................................$126,175,000 ...........(88 percent)

Livestock Sales ..........................$17,368,000 .............(12 percent)

Average Per Farm.....................$284,807 ...................$143,559 ................... +98%

Government Payments .................$4,144,000 ................$4,295,000 ................... -4%

Average Per Farm  
Receiving Payments ........................$11,262......................$10,477 ........................+7%
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