
Dreaming of flowers

Rockford man opens sunflower fields to photographers

Fun 
at the 
Farm 
Science 
Review
By Alayna DeMartini

LONDON — Under 
sunny skies for three 
days, visitors to the 
56th annual Farm Sci-
ence Review took a 
break from harvest to 
learn about the latest 
innovations in agri-
culture and to shade 
their faces beneath 
the brim of free foam 
hats shaped like ears 
of corn.

Farm Science 
Review (the Review), 
held Sept. 18-20, drew 
108,074 visitors, who 
came to admire new 
machinery and learn 
about techniques and 
trends, test-drive all-
terrain vehicles, and 
talk about soybean tar-
iffs and taxes. Though 
it didn’t rain this year 
as it did during much 
of last year’s show, 
clear skies kept some 
farmers in the field 
harvesting.

Water coolers 
drained as the mercury 
rose each day of the 
farm show sponsored 
by the College of Food, 
Agricultural, and Envi-
ronmental Sciences 
(CFAES).

While farm income 
nationwide is pro-
jected to dip, plunging 
50 percent in 2018 
compared to the 2013 
level, and soybean 
tariffs are squeezing 
out markets, there are 
always new tractors, 
combines and equip-
ment to see that might 
offset any pessimism. 
The Review offered 
that plus a range of 
educational presenta-
tions to help growers 
weather tough finan-
cial times.

“As farmers and 
producers pay closer 

By Adrienne McGee 
Sterrett
amcgeesterrett@
aimmediamidwest.com

ROCKFORD — Find 
your happy place in Mer-
cer County.

Fields of sunflowers 
greeted those who hap-
pened along Ross Road 
this summer, and another 
field is nearing readiness.

Corn and beans are so 
commonplace, they hard-
ly draw looks. But fields 
of sunflowers — it’s an 
experiment that, so far, is 
paying off.

Vaughn Davis decided 
to try sunflowers on 
some of his father’s land. 
His father, Lowell, who 
formerly made a career 
in insurance, started buy-
ing land in the 1970s to 
recapture the farming 
lifestyle of his childhood. 
Lowell Davis, 79, now 
owns 600 acres in the 
area.

On the farm on Ross 
Road sits the Frysinger 
School, a one-room 
schoolhouse that served 
Dublin Township chil-
dren, as well as Vaughn’s 
great-grandmother. 

“The kids that went 
through this [school-
house] won World War I 
and World War II for us,” 
Lowell Davis said.

Lowell Davis began 

restoring the school in 
2007, fixing the roof 
and evicting the rac-
coons from under it. The 

refinished oak floors 
still bear marks singed 
from embers flying from 

Penal institution 
partners with 
compost facility

By Amanda Rockhold
arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com

LIMA — Allen-Oakwood Correctional Institute 
offenders are mastering how to compost, a skill 
both in high-demand and beneficial to agriculture, 
according to Bob Nauman, business administrator, 
Allen-Oakwood Correctional Institute.

“We are taking 50,000 pounds a month of food 
waste out of our institution alone,” said Nauman. 
“We’re feeding close to 2,000 inmates, 3 meals a 
day, and so it’s like feeding a little city. It’s saved us 
so much money on trash collection.”

Located in a retrofitted cattle barn, this Class II 
site composts food scraps collected on-site, as well 
as food scraps, animal manure, yard trimmings and 
other feedstock generated up to 85 miles away.

The Allen-Oakwood Correctional Facility Com-
post Complex (Allen-Oakwood) was featured 
during the Composting in Ohio: A Tour of the 
Industry, Aug. 9, in Lima. The event also featured 
Andre Farms Composting in Wauseon. A total of 72 
people attended the event.

Andre Farms is also a Class II facility and com-
posts dairy manure, food waste and yard trimmings 
to create a product that provides more plant nutri-
tion, compared to topsoil.

Allen-Oakwood and partner, Barnes Nursery of 
Huron, operate a public-private composting pro-
gram at the penal institution in Lima. The program 
provides training for offenders to learn a new trade 
before they are released back into the workforce.

“Our finished product is used in improving the 
quality of soil, increasing the organic matters, and is 
proven to help with water quality and runoff,” said 
Bob Schantz, manager at Barnes Nursery (Barnes). 
“Soil holds more water and it gives plants the abil-
ity to uptake it and also locks up nutrients.”

This program launched in February and removes 
about 5,000 tons of food residual from landfills, 
according to James Haviland, Allen-Oakwood 
warden.

According to Mary Wicks, PROBE Coordinator, 
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Teaching offenders valuable skills

amanda rockhold | rural life today
Bob nauman, business administrator, Allen-oakwood 
Correctional institute, speaking at Composting in ohio: A tour 
of the industry, Aug. 9.
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“it was important for me to use land that was 
in the family to do this. there’s something 
about the story that i think resonates well.”

— Vaughn Davis

Photos by adrienne mcGee sterrett | the lima News
Vaughn Davis is farming sunflowers near Rockford in Mercer County. he has opened his fields to 
photographers eager to capture the scenery.

See SUNFLOWER | 6

the Davises produce popcorn and are experimenting with sunflower 
oil.
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The grass lane that 
goes from the road to 
the river was finally 

fixed. It was a long time 
coming, as after last 
year’s fall harvest and 

all through the winter 
months, every 30 feet, 
there was a “bump in the 

lane” that had to 
be addressed with 
whatever we hap-
pened to be driv-
ing down the lane 
through the winter 
months and into spring. 
These speed bumps were 
caused by the installation 
of drainage tile, and the 
closest outlet tile to hook 
the tile road into had to 
cross the old grass lane.

After a winter of freez-
ing, thawing and the set-
tling of the ground came 
to an end, the arrival 
of spring provided the 
Farmall 460 Utility trac-
tor, with its “Fast Hitch” 
system of implement 
hook up, a reason to hook 
up to the grader blade, in 
order to attempt to level 
off the speed bumps of 
the lane. The mission was 
accomplished, and then 
the next lane leveling 
tool, the offset disc, took 
over lane leveling duties.

Our IH model 
24 offset disc is 
a jewel from the 
decade of the 
1950s. Purchased 
from some long ago 

ad in the newspaper, the 
8-foot-wide disc is some-
thing the super farmers 
would scoff at; after all, 
they don’t work ground 
anymore, and besides, 
a super farmer 4-wheel 
drive tractor hooked to 
an 8-foot disc would just 
look silly…

The offset disc is a 
heavy built tillage tool. It 
has 20-inch blades, and 
with the offset part of the 
disc in action, it did some 
serious working up of the 
lane when hooked to our 
Farmall 706 tractor.

Back and forth over the 
lane did the tractor and 
disc go, cutting up the 
larger clods of dirt into 
ever smaller and smaller 
clods, until finally the 

lane resembled a finely 
worked up trail of dirt. 
The 30-foot-apart speed 
bumps were no more.

To finish off the project 
of the lane reconstruc-
tion one of the “pups” 
was then brought to the 
lane, the pup being one of 
the small rollers that are 
hooked to the “mother 
roller” when this till-
age tool is used to work 
ground in the spring and 
fall. The pup was pulled 
by the Kubota RTV, 
which smoothed out and 
packed the lane into a 
smooth driving lane for 
this coming fall’s grain 
trucks.

To finally call the job 
completed, old Mother 
Nature will take care of 
reseeding the lane, along 
with help from some left-
over clover seed from this 
past spring. Redoing the 
lane, another part of life 
on the farm.

Tales From The Farm: “Redoing the Lane”

This month’s column is 
more serious than most. 
If you’re looking for enter-
tainment and my usual 
wild stories, you may 
want to skip this one.

But this column is a 
must-read, if you raise 
livestock and/or care 
about the American food 
supply (and if you’re like 
me, you like to eat). Live-
stock disease outbreaks 
are occurring every day 
somewhere in the world. 
These diseases, if not 
contained, could threaten 
our food supply and life-
style in a way that most 
Americans are too naïve 
to fathom.

It will pay you to be 
aware of this situation, so 
you can be prepared.

For starters, here are a 
few facts that escape most 
Americans:

Many diseases are zoo-
notic. This means they 
can spread from animals 
to humans, or vice versa.

An example is Avian 
Influenza, which can pass 
from birds to humans. 
Remember the avian flu 
outbreak a couple years 
ago? More than five mil-
lion turkeys and chickens 
had to be euthanized 
when the flu virus swept 
through flocks throughout 
the United States (U.S.).

Other animal diseases 
do not spread to humans. 
But they can cause huge 
economic losses to 
farmers and the entire 
food supply chain, from 
transportation to process-
ing, to institutional food 
programs to retail grocery 
stores and restaurants.

You may remember 
when in 2013 PED (Por-
cine Epidemic Diarrhea) 
killed more than seven 
million baby pigs in the 
U.S. – not counting mil-
lions more in other coun-
tries such as China. Now 
you know why the price 
of bacon rose.

It was discovered 
that virus-carrying 
swine feed ingre-
dients from China 
caused this PED 
outbreak. Feed has 
been suspected of carry-
ing diseases around the 
world for years, but this 
was a first when it was 
proven.

You may think I’m rais-
ing alarm over old news. 
But several potential dis-
ease outbreaks are on the 
horizon, deeply concern-
ing U.S. health authori-
ties. These include Afri-
can Swine Fever (ASF), 
Foot and Mouth Disease 
(FMD) and a new Avian 
Influenza outbreak.

Several diseases could 
directly threaten Ameri-
cans, while some have 
popped up in countries 
where American compa-
nies do business.

First, there’s Foot and 
Mouth Disease (not to 
be confused with Foot 

in Mouth Disease, 
with which I’m 
afflicted). FMD was 
eradicated from the 
U.S. in 1929. Now 
FMD is persistent 

in several South Ameri-
can countries, Europe 
and many Third World 
countries that don’t have 
the resources to establish 
disease containment or 
eradication plans. Such 
plans inconvenience 
American tourists, but 
they can prevent disease 
from crossing borders.

African Swine Fever 
is a disease that’s new to 
American interests. It has 
cropped up in China with 
more than 16 outbreaks 
reported recently. Appar-
ently, it was transported 
from Russia across the 
border to a pig farm in 
northern Heilongjiang 
province. Nobody can 
explain how it happened 
– at least no one who will 
admit to knowing any-

thing about it.
The Chinese pig farmer 

recognized he had sick 
hogs, so he loaded them 
on a truck and trans-
ported them to the clos-
est packing plant, 1,100 
miles south. Duh! Talk 
about a recipe for spread-
ing the disease!

When he arrived at the 
packing plant most of the 
pigs were dead. No one 
has said if the pigs were 
disposed of or processed. 
It’s anyone’s guess.

Since that time, 15 
more ASF outbreaks have 
occurred in China. These 
outbreaks seemed unrelat-
ed, as they popped up in 
many locations. American 
veterinary scientists have 
volunteered to assist the 
Chinese government with 
control of the epidemic. 
I was involved with mak-
ing contacts, but Chinese 
authorities declined 
our assistance and have 
remained tight-lipped 

since the earliest reports 
of the disease outbreak.

Even though American 
officials are concerned 
about ASF, they have 
deeper worries. They are 
on edge about FMD – 
not if FMD will occur in 
the U.S. but when it will 
occur! The threat of FMD 
will affect more than 
farmers. Every American 
citizen will feel the incon-
venience of efforts to con-
trol the disease. Humans 
aren’t susceptible to 
either of these diseases 
but can carry either of 
them on their clothes or 
in illicit food products 
purchased in a country 
with these viruses.

Ten-mile zones around 
disease outbreaks will be 
quarantined. Police, sher-
iff’s deputies and National 
Guard will be mobilized 
to ensure the integrity of 
the quarantine zones.

A troubling discussion, a necessary one
Don 
Sanders
contributing 
columnist

Sam 
hatcher
contributing 
columnist

See TROUBLING | 4
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SUPERIOR DRILL, MFG. CIRCA 1915:

� is 3” model was used to drill small grains, soybeans and 
cowpeas between corn rows. � e beans were used both 

as a nitrogen source and for livestock pasture. 
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attention to their bottom 
lines this year, Farm Sci-
ence Review was a good 
resource for them,” said 
Nick Zachrich, manager 
of the Review. “Along 
with showcasing the 
latest trends and tech-
nologies in agriculture, 
CFAES and other experts 
led sessions on profitabil-
ity, trade, tariffs and the 
farm bill.”

This year’s show 
attracted 636 exhibi-
tors in an area that was 
expanded by 20 acres.

At a show where farm-
ers learned about reduc-
ing input costs, adminis-
tering antibiotics to their 
livestock and marketing 

local foods, among other 
topics, avid gardeners 
gathered tips on growing 
fruit in their backyards, 
attracting hummingbirds 
and beekeeping.

“Visitors were able to 
experience everything 
from test-driving utility 
vehicles to seeing the 
latest equipment run in 
field demonstrations,” 
Zachrich said. “There was 
truly something here for 
everyone in agriculture to 
improve their operations.”

Among the new offer-
ings at this year’s show 
were experts who taught 
beef quality assurance, a 
certification that’s increas-
ingly becoming important 
for beef producers.

More combines spread 
across fields this year, har-
vesting corn 12 rows at a 
time in one of the many 

field demonstrations of 
cutting-edge equipment. 
Attendees at the show 
perused components of 
autonomous tractors and 
heard talks about farm 
estate planning and the 
effect climate change is 
having on agriculture.

Ron Bates, who raises 
cattle and pigs on his 
Sarahsville farm in east-
ern Ohio, hadn’t been to 
the Review since he was 
in high school nearly 20 
years ago. This time he 
brought his two sons: 
Cyler, 11, and Casen, 2, 
both of whom were most 
intrigued by the cattle — 
not surprisingly — at one 
of the exhibits. Then they 
headed to the tractors, 
Bates said.

“It’s time for them to 
see farming and larger 
equipment,” said Bates.

from page 1

Review

oCtoBeR
Oct. 12: Environmental 

Film Series: Rancher, 
Farmer, Fisherman, 7-8:45 
p.m., Chemical and Bio-
molecular Engineering 
and Chemistry Building, 
Room 130, Ohio State. 
Free. Free pizza and bev-
erages at 6:30 p.m. Con-
tact David Hanselmann at 
hanselmann.3@osu.edu 
or 614-247-1908. Details: 
go.osu.edu/CZaj.

Oct. 20: Fall in Love 
with Gardening, OSU 
Extension Master Gar-
dener Volunteer Work-
shop, 9:30 a.m.- 2 p.m. 
at First Church of the 
Nazarene, 807, Coshoc-
ton Ave, Mount Vernon, 
43050; Topics include: 
Growing and Harvesting 
Garlic with Carri Jag-
ger, Winter Hardy Suc-
culents with Liz Hughes 
of Groovy Plants Ranch, 
Edible Native Plants with 

Debra Knapke. Following 
the succulent presenta-
tions participants will be 
able to design a hypertufa 
succulent planter; Reg-
istration 8:30 a.m. -9:30 
a.m.; Cost: $40 Includes: 
breakfast, lunch, hyper-
tufa succulent planter, 
and tote bag. Contact: 
740-397-0401; This event 
is open to the public.

Oct. 20: Little Interna-
tional, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
OSU Barns, 3658 Kays 
Ave., Dublin. Showman-
ship competitions in 
hogs, horses, sheep, cattle 
and goats. Free. Contact 
Kaci Way at way.52@osu.
edu. More information: 
go.osu.edu/CYb5.

Oct. 27: Pastured Prov-
idence Farmstead Open 
House, 2 - 4 p.m., 3316 
Chapel Creek Rd., Chilli-
cothe, OH 45601. This 
event is part of the 2018 
Sustainable Farm Tour 

and Workshop Series, fea-
turing farm tours, work-
shops, and other events. 
All events are free and 
open to the public unless 
otherwise specified. 
For a complete sched-
ule, go to www.oeffa.
org/q/2018farmtours. 
Contact Paul Dorrance 
at 740-851-3883 for more 
information.

noVeMBeR 
Nov. 2: 2018 Agricul-

tural Policy and Outlook 
Conference, 8:30 a.m. 
- 3:30 p.m., Nationwide 
& Ohio Farm Bureau 
4-H Center located at 
2201 Fred Taylor Drive, 
Columbus, OH 43210. To 
register visit: aede.osu.
edu/register-attend/2018. 
For more information 
contact Brent Sohngen at 
sohngen.1@osu.edu or 
614-688-4640.

Nov. 13: Ohio Agri-

cltural Council Meeting: 
A Look at the 2018 Elec-
tion, 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m., Nationwide & Ohio 
Farm Bureau 4-H Center 
Ohio State University, 
2201 Fred Taylor Dr, 
Columbus, OH 43221. 

Join in our year-end 
meeting, network with 
members and visitors of 
the Ohio Agricultural 
Council over lunch. Join 
state and federal experts 
in the political scene 
for a review of the 2018 

election cycle, its impact 
on agriculture and busi-
ness, and what to expect 
in 2019. For mor ein-
formation vsisit: www.
ohioagcouncil.org/news-
events/oac-fall-meeting-
nov-13-2018.

AGRiCuLtuRe CALenDAR of eVentS

By Sam Shriver
sshriver@limanews.com

VAN WERT — Fourth 
graders learned more 
about farming at this 
year’s Cows and Plows 
program at the Van Wert 
County Fairgrounds.

The program was orga-
nized by the Van Wert 
Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District.

On Sept. 25, students 
from Lincolnview and 
Crestview schools par-
ticipated in the program. 
On Sept. 27, students 
from St. Mary’s parochial 
and Van Wert schools 
attended.

The speakers covered a 
broad range of topics.

“We get to have the 
kids come out on a fun 
field trip and they learn 
about eight different sta-
tions, everything from 

soil and water. They get 
to visit with some live-
stock and talk about live-
stock production. There’s 
a crop and science pro-
duction section. We have 
antique implements. We 
also do a production of 

our meats from Cooper 
Farms. They tell the 
kids about food safety, 
what all we have to do to 
get that to the table. So 
there’s a lot of things that 
they do. A lot of learning 
goes on,” said Tammy 

Campbell, education 
coordinator with the Van 
Wert Soil and Water Con-
servation District.

“I think it’s important 
because we’ve gotten 
away from farming and 
so many of them don’t 

live on a farm or don’t 
know anybody that lives 
on a farm,” said Camp-
bell.

The fourth graders 
also learned about how 
technology has advanced 
farming.

“We have the antiques 
and then we also have 
our modern combine. 
They see all of the 
hydraulics and all of the 
mechanics of it and they 
really get to see a good 
cross-section of what it 
takes for our commu-
nity,” she said.

Even lunch was a 
teachable moment.

“They’re going to eat a 
hamburger, so they learn 
where that hamburger 
comes from,” Campbell 
said.

Campbell was apprecia-
tive of the sponsors that 

made the day possible.
Cows and Plows ‘18 

was supported by groups 
including Advanced Bio-
logical Marketing, Ag 
Credit, Cooper Farms 
Cooked Meats, D&D 
Ingredient, Earl J. Gerde-
man Agricultural Schol-
arship, Farm Credit, 4-H 
Council, Gerdeman Land 
& Cattle LLC, Heritage 
Farm Equipment, Kenn-
Feld Group, Lincolnview 
Young Farmers, Maumee 
Watershed Conservancy 
District, Ohio State 
University Extension 
Office, Save-A-Lot, Van 
Wert County Fair Board, 
Van Wert County Farm 
Bureau, Van Wert Soil 
and Water Conservation 
District and Wrenco 
Trophy.

reach sam shriver at 567-242-
0409.

Fourth graders learn about agriculture

craig J. orosz | the lima News
Sam Kirtley, 10, a fourth-grader at Lincolnview elementary School, touches a cow during Cows and 
Plows at the Van wert County fairgrounds on Sept. 25. Mike Schumm, an area farmer, talked with 
students about livestock production.
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Dairy farms will be 
especially encumbered by 
the restrictions, because 
milk must be picked up 

every day. Milk trucks 
will have to be disinfected 
upon entering the zone 
to pick up a dairy farm’s 
milk and disinfected once 
again when leaving the 
farm with the milk.

What makes this espe-

cially difficult for dairy 
farms is that they will 
need to plan for a “clean” 
zone equipped with dis-
infection equipment for 
milk pickup. The other 
option is to construct 
a neutral zone where 

trucks can load without 
entering the dairy farm.

Most dairy farms 
today are struggling to 
survive. Because of the 
depth of their economic 
woes, very few dairymen 
have developed a plan 
in the event of a quar-
antine. Without a plan, 
they could have to wait 
days, or perhaps weeks, 
before they could market 
their milk. Since dairies 
harvest milk every day, a 
dairyman will be put in 
the situation of having 
to dump his cows’ milk 
until he has developed a 
United Stats Department 
of Agriculture (USDA)-
approved written plan 
and acquired disinfecting 
equipment.

Because of their eco-
nomic circumstances, 
some dairymen will not 
be inclined to make the 
extra effort that a quar-
antine will require. They 
will be more inclined to 
sell their herds. I under-
stand their emotions, 
as being a dairyman is 

extremely difficult these 
days.

Selling their herds 
won’t be easy either, 
because it could take 
weeks for the dairy-
men to get a permit to 
move the cows off the 
farm. Without a USDA-
approved quarantine 
plan, these dairymen will 
be in limbo.

My advice to all live-
stock owners is to dis-
cuss and plan a course of 
action with a veterinar-
ian who is familiar with 
requirements, so they 
can continue operating in 
the wake of a catastroph-
ic disease such as FMD. 
But most veterinarians 
aren’t yet up to speed on 
the requirements.

The 2013 PED out-
break in baby pigs is just 
a mini version of what 
could happen in a major 
disease outbreak. PED 
killed baby pigs only. 
Even then, swine opera-
tions had pickup truck 
loads of carcasses to dis-
pose of.

Contingency plans 
are needed for disposal 
of animal carcasses in 
the event of widespread 
animal deaths or mass 
euthanasia. Suffice it 
to say, officials with 
Homeland Security and 
the USDA have been 
researching plans for 
wholesale disposal of 
livestock by burial, com-
posting, cremation and 
alkali digestors.

Which brings to mind 
the Louisiana official I 
met at a meeting in Ama-
rillo on animal carcass 
disposal methods during 
an epidemic disease out-
break (yes, I live a glam-
orous life). He told me 
that in the Pelican state 
they have their own 100 
percent efficient disposal 
method. With a slow 
drawl he explained, “We 
drag the carcasses down 
to the river bank and let 
the alligators clean them 
up. We just need a knife 
to let the air out of them 
before the alligators will 
touch them.”

Ohio Agricultural 
Research and 
Development Center, 
this was the 12th 
composting tour since 
1999, “although it has 
evolved from visiting 
livestock and composting 
facilities to just the 
latter,” said Wicks. “We 
try to do it annually, if we 
can find 2-3 facilities that 
are willing to open their 
doors and are in relatively 
close proximity.”

Currently, 7 offenders 
are working the compost 
facility. Barnes sources 
compost materials from 
5 different counties. The 
facility also has a 425-acre 
hay field, which is rolled 
and mixed with the other 
compost ingredients. In 
the future there will also 
be a lab set up for test-
ing compost, which the 
offenders will also learn.

“It’s endless, what 
this is designed for — it 
teaches the inmates a 
skill that’s high-demand. 
They’re coming out 
here where Ohio State 
can only do 30 people 
a year in the compost 
operator’s course. The 
inmates are going to be 
able to teach about 30 a 
month,” said Nauman.

The offenders will be 
trained and certified to 
teach others to compost. 
Barnes hires many of 
these individuals from 
the institution, accord-
ing to Nauman.

“We have some best 
management practices 
going on here, with how 
our compost is used, 
that would benefit the 
agricultural community,” 
said Schantz. “This 
could be a training facil-
ity. [Agricultural organi-

zations] might even hire 
an ex-offender out of 
here to work on their Ag 
operation.” Schantz is 
on the private side of the 
partnership and manages 
of all the composting 
and recycling activities 
for Barnes. He said that 

the Allen-Oakwood cor-
rectional work is about 
one-third of the work 
Barnes does.

The Barnes compost 
facility is 23 years old 
in Erie County. “We 
manage compost opera-
tions for various munici-

palities and counties 
throughout northern 
Ohio,” said Schantz. 
“Material for [Allen-
Oakwood] facility comes 
from about a five-county 
area, Allen County and 
surrounding counties.”

Schantz said that 

this helps water quality 
in several ways. “One, 
we’re composting on the 
roof, so our active com-
posting in our receiving 
area does not create 
runoff,” said Schantz. 
“We’re capturing every-
thing, or it doesn’t hap-

pen.”
“The carbon is 

where we take the farm 
ground…because we’re 
sitting within the Lake 
Erie basin and the Great 
Lakes St. Mary’s basin 
on this farm, from our 
years of cattle here, our 
fertilization levels are 
high…so we planted a 
medium red and alpium 
rye grass that helps take 
that out,” said Nauman.

They bale this grass 
into hay and that goes 
into the compost as the 
carbon source, which 
is the 60 part of the 
ratio. The rest of the 
40 percent ratio is what 
they gather from the 
institution and whatever 
Barnes sources for them.

The facility also pro-
duces large socks with 
compost that are used 
at construction projects 
and as an alternative in 
a silt fence. The mate-
rial is biodegradable and 
will disintegrate. “There 
is no disposal of it. It 
goes out, does its job 
and then winds up part 
of the landscape,” said 
Schantz.

They tend to be used 
in the oil fields in south-
east Ohio.

“We’re taking this 
[compost program] 
to London [OH] cor-
rectional. We’re trying 
to put it into Warren 
County, Lebanon cor-
rectional, Marion correc-
tional — any place that 
had a farm in the state 
of Ohio — the goal is to 
put one in these areas,” 
said Nauman.

“It repurposes, it 
makes sense for the tax-
payers,” said Numan.

For more information 
about Allen-Oakwood 
visit: drc.ohio.gov/aoci

For more information 
about Andre Farms visit: 
www.andrefarms.com

from page 2

troubling

A retrofitted cattle barn, the main part of the Allen-oakwood 
composting facility.

hay field at the Allen-oakwood facility. the grass is baled into hay 
and goes into the compost as the carbon source.

Photos by amanda rockhold | rural life today
one of the working offenders using a machine to bag compost, at Composting in ohio: A tour of the industry, Aug. 9.

from page 1

Compost

 GILBOA
 419-456-3115

 • Steel Main and Endwall Frames
 • All-Steel Sliding Doors
 • #1 Yellow Pine,
    2x6 Secondary Framing
 • Commercial-Grade 
    Overhead Doors
 • Concrete Foundations

 BUILDINGS

  Plan for the Future

 “Built to Last”  Plan for Profitability

 • Exclusive, patented anchor brackets
    Work as short stiffeners for plenum.
 • Inner door has easy to open latches. 
    Door lays flat against wall when open.
 • Large manhole lays flat when open.
    Will not collect water and bees wings.

 ELGIN
 800-758-0307

 PIONEER
 419-485-8593

 ELGIN SERVICE CENTER
 “Your Full-Time, Full-Service, Grain Equipment Center”
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By Camri nelson
cnelson@limanews.com

COLUMBUS GROVE 
— Not even a year after 
opening the new malt 
business, Barley Five 
Malt House on 9242 
Road Z has already 
received recognition for 
its products in the tri-
state.

Six years ago Barley 
Five Malt House 
Managing Partner and 
Maltster Roger Recker 
began his journey 
growing two-row barley.

“I went to a few hop 
meetings and I asked 
them about malt and I 
found out that no one 
was doing it in Ohio,” 
said Recker. “I didn’t 
have enough money 
to do it by myself so 
two years ago Ken 
(co-owner) and I went 
to classes in New York 
and we decided then 
that we wanted to go 
into the malt and barley 
business.”

As a farmer, Recker 
said planting the 
barley was not much 
of a challenge, but the 
malting process — 
creating the malt out 
of barley — was more 
scientific than he had 
expected.

“That’s not something 

commonly grown in 
Ohio so it’s not just 
something like corn or 
soybeans where they 
decide to put it in the 
ground and make it 
common practice around 
here,” said Cory Maag, 
managing partner. 
“There is a different way 
to grow it so there’s a bit 

of a risk for the farmer 
who decides to grow 
that.”

The two-row barley 
malt has a different 
flavor than most other 
commercial malts 
because it grows during 
a different time of the 
year and is grown in 
a different climate, 

according to Maag.
Since opening in 

February the family 
business has been 
producing base pale 
malt and has been 
experimenting with 
several specialty malts, 
which are typically 
darker than the regular 
malts because it provides 

flavor and coloring.
The business has 

donated several 50-pound 
malt bags to breweries in 
Northwest Ohio in hopes 
of selling their product.

Homebrewer Ben 
Martin, who uses the 
Barley Five Malt House 
malt in his brew, won 
first place in both Sour 

Ale and American Wild 
Ale categories at the 
2018 Indiana Brewers’ 
Cup.

“It’s great to know 
that we are putting out 
a great product,” said 
Maag. “It’s great to see 
that it legitimizes what 
we are doing to make 
great beer.”

reach camri Nelson at 567-242-
0456 or on twitter @camriNews

By Mecaylah hesse
Parkway ffa reporter

This summer, June 
25-29, Parkway FFA 
members who chose 
to attend FFA Camp 
traveled to Camp 
Muskingum to enjoy 
activities with members 
from FFA chapters all 
over Ohio.

Day one consisted of 
registration, a welcome 
meeting, competitions, 
a dance, tournaments 
and a campfire to end 
the night. For day 
two, campers were up 
bright and early at 7 
a.m. for breakfast. After 
breakfast, members went 
to “Adventure Valley” 
where they participated 
in multiple teambuilding 
activities, enjoyed some 
friendly competitions 
and met new people 
until lunchtime.

After lunch, there 
were more teambuilding 
exercises and free time 
for members to interact 
with each other until 
dinner. To conclude 
day two, members 
ate dinner, listened 
to a guest speaker, 
participated in a 
scavenger hunt and had 

a campfire.
Day three began 

with breakfast, nature 
walks and free time. 
In between lunch and 
dinner there were 
workshops and sports 
tournaments. After 
dinner there were talent 
show tryouts along with 
more tournaments and 

a campfire before bed. 
The morning of day four 
consisted of breakfast, 
workshops and free time. 
After lunch there was 
free time, tournaments 
and water games until 
they enjoyed a picnic for 
dinner.

For the last night of 
FFA Camp, members 

enjoyed entertainment, 
a dance and campfire. 
The fifth and final day 
campers ate breakfast, 
packed their belongings 
and had one last meeting 
before departing. 
Overall, campers had a 
fun and eventful week 
meeting with new 
people.

Parkway FFA travels to Camp Muskingum

(Left to Right) Grace etgen, erica Post (Coldwater tri-Star ffA 
Member), Gracie furnish (national ffA eastern Vice President), 
Madison Kroeger, Molly Post (Coldwater tri-Star ffA Member) and 
tessa thathcer.

submitted photos
Parkway ffA Members Grace etgen (Pink t-Shirt), Madison Kroeger (Green Shirt), Leah harshman (Blue 
tank top with back to camera), and tessa thatcher (Blue t-Shirt with back to camera) dancing.

(Left to Right) Grace etgen, Leah harshman, Ansley Burtch, tessa 
thatcher, and Madison Kroeger.

New malt house opens in Columbus Grove

camri Nelson | the lima News
Barley five Malt house Managing Partner and Maltster Roger Recker and Managing Partner Cory Maag have recently opened Barley five 
Malt house on 9242 Road Z.

BARLey fiVe 
MALt houSe
location: 9242 road Z, 
columbus Grove
contact: 419-890-1416

“that’s not something 
commonly grown in 
ohio so it’s not just 
something like corn 
or soybeans where 
they decide to put 
it in the ground and 
make it common 
practice around here. 
there is a different 
way to grow it so 
there’s a bit of a risk 
for the farmer who 
decides to grow that.”

— Cory Maag
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the potbellied stove that 
used to sit in the middle 
of the classroom. Maps 
hang from its walls above 
original walnut wainscot-
ting — Lowell Davis is 
tickled by a reproduction 
map from 1804 showing 
Fort Wayne, Indiana, as 
part of Ohio — and a flag 
at the chalkboard has 34 
stars, the correct number 
of states when the school 
opened.

“It should last a good 
many years,” Lowell 
Davis said.

It’s a piece of history in 
the modern era, serving 
as Vaughn Davis’ office 
and inspiration as it sits 
tucked into a row of 
newer grain bins. Vaughn 
was born in Celina, gradu-
ated from high school in 
Troy, earned a chemical 
engineering degree from 
Vanderbilt University 
and, after lots of travel 
domestically and over-
seas, settled in Maine 
with his family. But he 
always came home to 
help his dad harvest both 
traditional crops and the 
popcorn crop his father 
started about 10 years 
ago.

His mother is a Mas-
ter Gardener, her father 
was a longtime exhibitor 
at county fairs, and his 
eldest son is a landscape 
designer.

“I think it’s in our 
blood. I’m not sure. It 
seems that way,” Vaughn 
Davis said.

The side of his per-
sonality that earned 
an Master of Business 
Administration (MBA) in 
international marketing 
meshes with his love of 
gardening. He quickly put 
together that people in 
Maine enjoy buying sun-
flower seeds for birdfeed-
ers, and land is available 
for that crop in Ohio.

He just had to figure 
out how to plant, raise 
and harvest them.

“Sort of on a lark, we 
planted two or three acres 
of sunflowers back of the 
schoolhouse,” Vaughn 
Davis said. He sold the 
harvest out immediately, 
using his Maine friends 
and contacts for whole-
sale sales. Last year, he 
increased the acreage. 
This year, he increased it 
again to 40 acres of sun-

flowers for seed. He also 
planted floral sunflowers 
for a partnership with 
Something from the Gar-
den in Van Wert, owned 
by Juli Hamilton.

“She thought she could 
sell them. I thought 
I could grow them,” 
Vaughn Davis said.

After being introduced 
by a mutual friend, 
Vaughn Davis and Ham-
ilton struck a deal. She 
sells his floral stems at 
farmers markets. These 
varieties lack the massive 
seedy centers.

On another whim this 
year, Vaughn Davis exper-
imented with publicizing 
an event on Facebook. He 
opened his fields for free 
photo opportunities and 
cuttings, at $1 per stem.

“It was just sort of a 
Facebook viral event,” 
Vaughn Davis said. Hun-
dreds responded, cars fill-
ing the barnyard.

“I think it makes people 
happy. It’s all about the 
experience,” he said.

Hamilton said there is a 
lot of potential.

“They’re just a happy 
flower. It doesn’t matter 
how straggly they look, 
they’re just still so pretty,” 
Hamilton said. “So to see 
a 40-acre field in mass 
bloom was stunning.”

This year, Vaughn 
Davis planted about 
25,000 flowers. Next year, 
he plans on 75,000 plants. 
And he will increase the 
Facebook photo events 
also, staggering plantings 
so they bloom at various 
times.

Vaughn Davis hasn’t 
worked as an engineer 
since 2014 and has fully 
embarked on his second 
career. He splits his 

time between Maine and 
Ohio — his wife’s finance 
career in Maine is boom-
ing — and dreams of a 
retail store with sunflow-
er fields for both birdseed 
and human consump-
tion and perhaps even a 
botanical garden. He is 
dabbling in sunflower oil, 
which goes hand in hand 
with the Davis’ popcorn. 
His goal is to make Ross 
Road a destination, fully 
embracing agritourism.

When asked why he 
chose Rockford: “Why go 
anywhere else? I wanted 
to make it personal. It 
was important for me to 
use land that was in the 
family to do this. There’s 
something about the 
story that I think reso-
nates well.”

The popcorn label, in 
fact, boasts the GPS coor-
dinates of the farm.

“I just think a lot of 

people want to know 
where their stuff comes 
from,” he said. “My life 
has become growing 
plants with economic pos-
sibilities.”

Vaughn Davis enjoys 
working for himself and 
poking at ideas as they 
materialize, from coming 
up with an easier-to-ship 
retail popcorn bag to 
having a friend in Maine 
design a logo for the 
business to retrofitting 
an electric motor on his 
great-grandfather’s grain 
cleaner. Oh, and he might 
start growing lavender in 
Maine.

“I’ve put my MBA to 
use,” he said, chuckling. 
“I expect this all to work. 
I think you have to believe 
that, or why start?”

reach adrienne mcGee sterrett at 
567-242-0510.

We’re At Your Service
the guide to  

quality goods  
and services  
that fit your  

rural lifestyle!

Photo oP 
• Follow Schoolhouse 
farms 1862 on facebook 
for details on a photo day 
in the sunflower fields. 
the final field for the 
season will bloom in mid-
september. Photos may 
be taken for free; cuttings 
are $1 per stem.
• 5486 Ross Road, 
rockford
• www.schoolhouse-
farms.com

SuPPoRt 
BuSineSS 
• Schoolhouse Farms 1862 
products such as popcorn 
and sunflower oils are 
available for purchase 
at something from the 
Garden, 13492 u.s. 224, 
Van Wert. the store 
stocks flowers, produce 
and goods like jellies and 
honey. follow something 
from the Garden on 
facebook for a farmers 
market schedule.

fARM tALK 
• Vaughn Davis joined 
the National sunflower 
association to learn. 
He said most american 
sunflowers are grown in 
the dakotas and texas. 
the plants like dry 
conditions.
• His great-grandfather’s 
clipper No. 2b grain 
cleaner is still in use, 

modified with an electric 
motor. a.t. ferrell, based 
in bluffton, Indiana, 
makes screens for these 
machines yet today, 
and davis uses it to 
sift chaff and dirt from 
both sunflower seeds 
and popcorn. seeds are 
bagged for birdseed; 
popcorn has more 
cleaning and polishing 
before it’s ready.
• He uses a tracked John 
deere tractor and a White 
planter fit with a sunflower 
seed metering plate. White 
offers one for sale.
• He didn’t care for the 
herbicide-only approach 
he took this year and will 
cultivate next year to keep 
weeds more under control.
• He uses a modified 
standard corn header 
to harvest with his John 
deere combine. He first 
tried the bean header, 
but it threw sunflower 
heads everywhere. on the 
corn header, he removes 
the stripper plates and 
installs specialty knives 
from Kansas that cut the 
stalks well after they’re 
brought up to them by 
the gathering chains. 
the sunflowers then go 
through the combine 
and end up in the hopper 
relatively clean. the trick 
is to harvest sunflowers 
first and then corn, 
because the work involved 
to switch out parts is time 
consuming.

from page 1

Sunflower

Photos by adrienne mcGee sterrett | the lima News
their tracked John Deere tractor sits in front of the schoolhouse.

Lowell Davis and his son, Vaughn, farm the land where the frysinger 
School stands. this one-room schoolhouse was built in 1862 and 
has become central to Vaughn Davis’ business.

this year, Vaughn Davis planted about 25,000 sunflowers.

A bee investigates a sunflower grown by Vaughn Davis.
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Home of Bounty Plant Food 
Serving Central Ohio Since 1965 

Waldo 
6720 Gillette Rd. 
(740) 726-2429 

Delaware 
110 Lake St. 

(740) 363-1957 

Richwood 
28438 Kinney Pike 

(740) 943-2212 

Scott Weininger • Steve Howard
Owners

14889 St. Hwy 31
Kenton, OH 43326

(419) 674-4715

300 N. Warpole St.
Upper Sandusky, OH 43351

(419) 294-4981

1775 S. CR 1
Tiffin, OH 44883
(419) 448-9850

T I R E  C O M PA N Y
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Rural Life Today busy at the booth at Farm Science Review

Photos by Gary brock
Members of the wilmington ffA look over copies of Rural Life today at the publication’s booth, Sept. 19, 
during the annual farm Science Review near London. Pictured from left are: ffA members, Ryan Lewis, 
ty Bowman, hunter wright and Mason Snyder.

Rural Life today editor Amanda Rockhold talking to visitors at the 2018 farm Science Review in London, 
Sept. 19.

By Maddie Lamb
crestview ffa reporter

Members of the Crest-
view FFA Chapter partici-
pated in the 162nd Van 
Wert County Fair. These 
students participated in 
various activities. Some 
students volunteered 
their time at Baby-land, 
Beck’s Trailer and Kids 

Tractor Dream Day. 
At babyland, students 
watched over animals in 
shifts and helped younger 
visitors handle the ani-
mals. The puppies were a 
fan favorite.

The students who 
worked the Beck’s Trailer 
passed the time in a vari-
ety of ways, considering 
selling shavings is not the 

most exciting thing to 
sell. Tractor Dream Day 
was a success and many 
enthusiastic children 
drove a tractor and had a 
once-in-a-lifetime experi-
ence.

The Young Ag Profes-
sionals of the Van Wert 
County Farm Bureau put 
on the day and empha-
sized tractor safety. On 

Aug. 30, members com-
peted in the annual FFA 
Challenge. The Crestview 
FFA competed against 
Vantage and Lincolnview 
FFA in a variety of events, 
including egg tossing, 
sack racing, straw bale 
toss and tug of war. After 
a suspenseful tie-breaker, 
the Crestview team fin-
ished in 2nd place.

Members of our chap-
ter were involved in the 
fair through exhibiting 
a variety of projects. 
Shop and Woodworking 
projects were proudly 
displayed in the Jr. Fair 
Building. Crop projects 
were displayed in a 
similar manner. Many 
of our members brought 
their livestock animals 

to the fair for the week. 
Our chapter had several 
Grand Champions and 
Showmanship winners. 
In the Showman of Show-
man contest, Crestview 
was represented by five 
champion showmen. The 
Chapter was proud to see 
its members participate 
in all the activities of the 
fair.

Crestview FFA participates in Van Wert County Fair
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FRENCHTOWN
TRAILER SALES & SUPPLY CO. 

11465 Mangen Rd., P.O. Box 312  •  Versailles, OH 45380

937-526-4057 • 866-217-7440
Visit our web site for current inventory: 

www.frenchtowntrailer.com
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Pumpkins
The U.S. pumpkin market is regarded as limited and seasonal, and every fall 

pumpkins abound.

• Pumpkins are fruit with edible flowers and seeds.

• Pumpkins are 90 percent water.

• Ohio is one of the top six states for pumpkin production in the United States, 

along with Illinois, Michigan, New York, Pennsylvania and California.

• According to the USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service, nearly 67,000 

acres of pumpkins were harvested in the US in 2016, producing 16 million 

pounds of pumpkins.

• Pumpkins belong to the Cucurbita genus, along with cucumbers, melons, 

and squash. However, the term “pumpkin” refers to members of four different 

species, C. moschata, C. mixta, C. pep, and C. maxima

• A cup of cooked pumpkin provides more than 200 percent of the 

recommended daily intake of vitamin A, 20 percent of the recommended 

vitamin C and more potassium than a banana.

• Most pumpkins are grown for processing, not ornamental sales.

• Pumpkins range in size from less than a pound to over 1,000 pounds. The 

largest pumpkin ever grown weighed 1,140 pounds.

Sources:

www.agmrc.org/commodities-products/vegetables/pumpkins

www.farmflavor.com/at-home/cooking/farm-facts-pumpkins
OH-70079979



8    Rural Life today – Northwest ohio – october 2018

Fayette County – Ohio 

Ranked items among the 88 state counties  
and 3,079 U.S. counties, 2012 

  State Universe U.S.  Universe 

Item Quantity Rank 1 Rank 1

MARKET VALUE  
OF AGRICULTURAL  
PRODUCTS SOLD ($1,000) 
Total value of agricultural  
products sold 143,543 30 88 828 3,077 
Value of crops including 
 nursery and greenhouse 126,175 19 88 497 3,072 
Value of livestock, poultry, 
 and their products 17,368 47 88 1,728 3,076 

VALUE OF SALES BY  
COMMODITY GROUP ($1,000) 
Grains, oilseeds,  
dry beans, and dry peas 124,199 17 88 363 2,926 
Vegetables, melons, 
potatoes, and sweet potatoes 81 73 88 1,934 2,802 
Fruits, trees nuts, and berries 2 87 87 2,650 2,724 
Milk from cows 11,460 23 85 463 2,038
Hogs and pigs 90 68 87 1,295 2,827 
Horses, ponies, mules, 
burros, and donkeys 634 20 88 431 3,011 

TOP CROP ITEMS (acres) 
Soybeans for beans 91,381 20 87 288 2,162 
Corn for grain 79,963 16 87 427 2,638 
Wheat for grain, all 4,290 39 87 1,053 2,537
Winter wheat for grain 4,290 39 87 976 2,480
Forage-land used for all hay  
and haylage, grass silage,  
and greenchop 2,687 79 88 2,582 3,057

TOP LIVESTOCK  
INVENTORY ITEMS (number) 
Cattle and calves 5,696 68 88 2,327 3,063 
Sheep and lambs 1,366 22 88 662 2,897 
Layers 754 84 88 2,089 3,040
Horses and ponies 645 66 88 1,761 3,072 
Goats, all 630 31 88 982 2,996 

Other County Highlights, 2012 
Economic Characteristics Quantity 

Farms by value of sales:
Less than $1,000 ......................................................................................................................... 106 
$1,000 to $2,499 ............................................................................................................................37 
$2,500 to $4,999 ............................................................................................................................24 
5,000 to $9,999 ...............................................................................................................................35 
$10,000 to $19,999........................................................................................................................31 
$20,000 to $24,999........................................................................................................................11 
$25,000 to $39,999........................................................................................................................15 
$40,000 to $49,999........................................................................................................................14 
$50,000 to $99,999........................................................................................................................33 
$100,000 to $249,999 ...................................................................................................................55 
$250,000 to $499,999 ...................................................................................................................64 
$500,000 or more ..........................................................................................................................79 

Total farm production expenses ($1,000) .................................................................... 99,306 
Average per farm ($)197,036 ..........................................................................................................
Net cash farm income of operation ($1,000) .............................................................. 53,061 
Average per farm ($) ..........................................................................................................105,279 

Operator Characteristics Quantity 
Principal operators by primary occupation:
Farming .......................................................................................................................................... 285 
Other ............................................................................................................................................... 219 
Principal operators by sex:
Male ................................................................................................................................................. 450 
Female ...............................................................................................................................................54 
Average age of principal operator (years) ........................................................................ 57.8 
All operators by race(2):
American Indian or Alaska Native ............................................................................................. 2 
Asian ..................................................................................................................................................... 4 
White ............................................................................................................................................... 669 
More than one race ........................................................................................................................ 3 
All operators of Spanish, Hispanic, or Latino Origin(2) ...................................................... 2 

See “Census of Agriculture, Volume 1, Geographic Area Series” for complete footnotes, explanations, defini-
tions, and methodology.
1= Universe is number of counties in state or U.S. with the item.
2= Data collected for maximum of three operators per farm

AGRICULTURE SNAPSHOT
Fayette County

2012 CENSUS of
AGRICULTURE
County Profile

Number of Farms ..............................504 ..............................585 ................................-14%

Land in Farms .....................................196,529 acres ..........218,250 acres ............-10%

Average Size of Farm ......................390 acres ...................373 acres .....................+5%

Market Value of Products Sold ..$143,543,000 ...........$83,982,000 ............. +71%

Crop Sales ...................................$126,175,000 ...........(88 percent)

Livestock Sales ..........................$17,368,000 .............(12 percent)

Average Per Farm.....................$284,807 ...................$143,559 ................... +98%

Government Payments .................$4,144,000 ................$4,295,000 ................... -4%

Average Per Farm  
Receiving Payments ........................$11,262......................$10,477 ........................+7%
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