
Teaching the next generation
By Amanda Rockhold
arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com

Editor’s note: This is 
the fifth in a series of 
monthly articles following 
a farm family through 
the course of a year. This 
year, Rural Life Today is 
following the Sandy and 
Guy Ashmore family in 
Clinton County.

CLARKSVILLE—
Chickens fertilizing the 
land and fall crops in the 
ground, Guy and Sandy 
Ashmore are gearing up 
for fall.

This month the Ash-
mores brought 150 chick-
ens to the farm. They 
do this every year. But 
this year Laura Kington 
and Rachel Metzler, 
That Guy’s Family Farm 
apprentices, helped repair 
the coops, are learning 
how to care for the chick-
ens and will even learn 
the butchering process.

Neither apprentice has 

previously worked with 
chickens. Rachel and 
Laura will assist and learn 
during the butchering 
process at the beginning 
of October. Before then, 
they both will be going to 
another farm in Granville 
to learn about the pro-
cess, which was arranged 
through the Ohio Ecologi-
cal Food and Farm Asso-
ciation (OEFFA).

Rachel said that she’s 
surprised at how fast the 
chickens are growing. At 
the beginning of October, 
the chickens will be at 
about 8 weeks old and 
ready to be butchered.

The chickens live in 
chicken tractors, which 
are basically movable 
chicken coops that allows 
chickens to move freely 
across the land while 
being protected from 
predators. The chickens 
are a mixture of hens and 
roosters to have a variety 
of poultry sizes, with hens 

usually around 4 pounds 
and roosters at 5 pounds.

Guy’s grandmother 
helped butcher chickens 
on their farm until she 
was ninety-one years old. 
“She really taught us the 
basics,” said Sandy.

Guy said that they 
wanted their own meat 
and he mentioned the Joel 
Salatin method of raising 
pasture poultry seemed 
to fit their land and work-
force.

“Then we went to 
the OEFFA conference 
in 1994 and heard Joel 
Salatin of Polyface Farms 
(Virginia) talk about pas-
ture poultry and that it’s 
something you could get 
into without big expense 
or infrastructure,” said 
Guy. The Ashmores also 
use the chicken manure as 
fertility for their crops.

Guy and Sandy used 
to raise, butcher and sell 

Danielle Norman earns 
gold in showman of 
showmen at the fair
By Whitney Vickers
wvickers@aimmediamidwest.com

XENIA — Eleven of the Greene County Fair’s 
finest showmen went head-to-head Aug. 2 to see 
who is the showman of showmen. The top five were 
crowned, with Danielle Norman taking the gold.

Competitors showed horses, hogs, sheep, goats, 
dairy and beef cattle and earned up to 50 points 
within each category. Showmen could earn up to 
300 points total after all of their points were added 
together. Whoever had the highest scores were 
declared the top five winners.

Norman earned 268. Caden Kline, 16, who earned 
a spot on the show for his performance in the sheep 
barn, was crowned second and earned 241 points. 
Taylor Linebaugh-Moffitt, 14, earned the third spot 
with 238 points. Mitchel Anderson, 19, qualified 
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Left to right, Guy Ashmore, sandy Ashmore, Laura Kington, Rachel Metzler, with the eight chicken 
tractors. in August the Ashmores brought 150 chickens to the family farm, where they will be raised as 
pasture poultry and butchered in october.
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Whitney Vickers | Greene County News
Danielle norman earned the most points in the Greene County 
Fair showman of showmen competition.
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One of my veterinary 
colleagues always signs 
off his emails with 
“healthy cows through 
better nutrition.” I agree 
with his motto. And I 
believe we all should 
apply it to ourselves – not 
just our cows.

We humans have a 
variety of nutrition plans 
to choose from, such as 
the South Beach, Mayo 
Clinic, Flexitarian, Low 
Glycemic, DASh, Arthri-
tis and Mediterranean 
diets, to name a few. 
And, of course, my Oreo 
diet (preferably double 
stuffed).

Most of you know, or 
ignore, that Americans 
have gradually become 
obese because of our sed-
entary lifestyle and love 
for fast food, sodas, ice 
cream and other sugary 
snacks.

This behavior has 
attracted entrepreneurial 
diet companies like ants 
to a picnic – Jenny Craig, 
Weight Watchers, Medi-
fast, Atkins and Nutrisys-
tem (with easy-on-the-
eyes Marie Osmond).

Now there is a new 
dietary fad just starting 
in Washington, DC, in a 
restaurant, that recently 

opened at the Muse-
um of the Bible. 
According to an 
article by Dan Mur-
phy in the beef pro-
duction publication 
Drovers (https://
www.drovers.com/article/
dan-murphy-diet-thats-
just-heavenly), the hus-
band-and-wife restaurant 
owners want to recreate 
the divinely provided 
food you may remember 
that was described in the 
Bible, and for which they 
named their restaurant, 
Manna.

You can read in Exo-
dus, the second book of 

the Bible and the 
Jewish Torah, how 
manna saved the 
Israelites from 
starving in the des-
ert after they fled 
Egypt.

Before fleeing, the 
Israelites had become 
slaves to the Egyptians. 
The Pharaoh (king) felt 
threatened by the Israel-
ites’ increasing popula-
tion (they reproduced like 
rabbits), so he made them 
slave laborers.

Under backbreaking 
conditions, the Israelites 
made bricks for palace 
construction projects 
and performed other 
menial tasks under the 
mean-spirited direction 
of the Pharaoh and his 
foremen. The Israelites 
were desperate to escape 
these harsh conditions, 
so on their behalf Moses 
attempted a number of 
times to negotiate with 
the Pharaoh, who just 
blew him off.

But after Yahweh 
(Jewish name for God) 

performed a number of 
miracles and inflicted the 
Egyptians with 10 plagues 
(from turning water into 
blood to deaths of their 
firstborn), Moses and the 
Israelites (all 643,000 of 
them) escaped, with the 
Egyptians on their heels. 
They made it out, thanks 
to God parting the Red 
Sea so they could safely 
cross. And the pursuing 
Egyptian army and horses 
drowned as the waters 
closed in on them once 
the Israelites were safe on 
the other side.

But once free, the Isra-
elites found themselves 
in the desert and started 
grumbling about being 
hungry. They complained 
bitterly to Moses for lead-
ing them into the desert 
only to die of starvation. 
Many of them were ready 
to go back to Egypt, even 
though that would mean 
returning to slavery.

Again, Yahweh came 
through for them. Manna 
appeared each morning 
thereafter, so the Israel-

ites would get their carbs. 
And after a lot of carping 
by the Israelites he pro-
vided them doves to eat 
with it.

Just what is manna? Is 
there such a thing? I am 
pretty certain the manna 
in the Old Testament 
accounts wasn’t sup-
plied by a Washington, 
D.C. eatery, and that you 
couldn’t order it off a 
papyrus menu.

Instead, the manna 
appeared on the ground, 
every day before dawn. 
From heaven, the Israel-
ites believed. Apparently, 
it tasted like coriander 
seed wafers, faintly fla-
vored with honey.

It had to be scooped 
from the ground before 
the sun came up, as it 
quickly melted away. 
But they could pick up 
only what they could 
eat that day, because it 
would spoil if kept longer. 
Except in preparation for 
their holy day, Saturday, 
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Now is the time to 
begin thinking about 
planting spring flowering 
bulbs, like daffodils, tulips 
and crocus. Spring bulbs 
are planted in the fall 
since they send out roots 
in cool soil conditions. 
September is the time 
to design, purchase, and 
prepare the soil for plant-
ing your spring flowering 
bulbs. Summer flowering 
bulbs, like gladiolus, lilies 
and canna planted in sum-
mer will not be part of 
your fall planting plan (or 
this article).

Spring flowering bulbs 
are planted in the fall 
once the soil tempera-
tures have fallen below 
50° but before it freezes. 
Plant your bulbs some-
time between October 15 
and Thanksgiving. You 
can plant as long as the 

soil is not frozen and you 
can dig. It is better to 
give bulbs time to grow 
roots before the ground 
freezes.

Bulbs should be planted 
in full sun (at least 6 
hours a day). When pick-
ing a place to plant bulbs, 
remember that bulbs will 
grow and flower before 
the leaves are out on the 
trees. It is possible to 
plant them under trees. 
Tree roots will compete 
with the bulbs for water 
and nutrients. It may be 
necessary to supplement 
both if planted under a 
tree with fibrous roots.

Bulbs prefer a soil ph 
of 6.0 to 7.0. The only 
way to determine soil ph 
is with a soil test. It will 
also help with soil nutri-
ent needs.

Well-drained soil is 

essential. Bulbs can-
not take wet soil. 
Soil amendment and 
bed prep are criti-
cal to keeping your 
bulbs healthy and 
beautiful for years 
to come. Digging and 
amending the planting 
bed with compost, peat 
moss, or organic material 
is the best way to achieve 
your objective. Be stingy 
on this step but the bulbs 
will not preform as you 
would like.

Depending on the type 
of bulb in your plan, plant 
the bulbs 5 to 8 inches 
deep (measured from 
the bottom of the bulb). 
The rule of thumb is 2 
to 3 times the height of 
the bulb. Bulbs should 
be planted with its ‘nose’ 
up and basal plate down. 
Yes, this means right 

side up. They will 
grow and flower 
if planted upside 
down but they will 
be delayed. They 
usually right them-
selves over time.

Dig out the soil in the 
bed to a minimum depth 
of 12 inches (18 inches 
would be better). Store 
the loosened soil on a 
tarp and amend it with 
compost, peat moss, or 
some form of organic 
matter. Fill the bed with 
the amended soil to the 
depth of the bottom of 
the bulb.

This is the time to 
fertilize the bulbs so the 
fertilizer is at the roots 
(more later). Work it 
into the soil to keep from 
burning the roots.

Lay out the bulbs. 
Bulbs make the best 

impact when planted in 
drifts. Bulbs planted too 
close will require dig-
ging and dividing more 
frequently. Place them 
about the same distance 
apart as the depth.

Once fertilized and 
placed, you can bury the 
bulbs and water the bed 
thoroughly to settle the 
soil around the bulbs. 
Mulching the bed will 
help retain moisture, 
reduce weeds and moder-
ate soil temperature fluc-
tuations.

Bulbs need extra phos-
phorus at planting to 
encourage root growth. 
Phosphorus does not 
move much in the soil 
so adding it at planting 
at the depth of the bulb 
is important. You can 
use bone meal (ph of 
soil must be amended to 

below 7) or superphos-
phate at the rate recom-
mended on the label.

Now that your bulbs 
are planted, you only 
have to wait until spring 
to enjoy a spring display. 
Planted properly, you will 
be enjoying this display 
for years.

If you have any ques-
tions about bulb planting 
or care, contact your 
county OSU Extension 
professional or Sara 
Creamer at 740-335-1150 
or creamer.70@osu.edu.

Fayette County Master 
Gardener Volunteers 
will be training a class 
beginning January 29, 
2019. Please contact Sara 
Creamer at the address 
above if you would like 
information on how to 
become a Master Gar-
dener.

Think spring, spring flowering bulbs
sara 
Creamer
Contributing 
columnist

Don 
sanders
Contributing 
columnist

Heavenly health through better nutrition
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By tom Barr
tbarr@wnewsj.com

NEW VIENNA — 
Around 300 people 
attended the 10th 
Annual Dinner in the 
Fields farm-to-fork event 
— the biggest and yearly 
fundraiser for the Clin-
ton County Leadership 
Institute — Aug. 3 at 
hillyard Farm, owned by 
Craig and Becky Straf-
ford on Bernard Road.

Guests enjoyed a 
hearty home-cooked 
dinner made with all 
local foods, prepared 
onsite, featuring music 
all evening, games, a 
homemade pie auction 
and more.

“Dinner in the Fields 
is our biggest fundraiser 
for the support and 
operation of the Clin-
ton County Leadership 
Institute,” CCLI Board 

of Directors President 
Kelly hopkins told the 
News Journal Monday. 
“I wish to express my 
sincerest thank you to 
our host farm family, the 
Straffords, to our guests 
for the evening, and to 
the amazing volunteers!

“A special thank you 
to Diane Murphy for 
her creative ideas and 
hard work in months 
leading up to our 10th 
anniversary Dinner in 
the Fields,” he said. “See 
you all next year!”

“This year’s DIF event 
was so well attended by 
so many supportive Clin-
ton Countians and their 
families and friends,” 
said Dauna Armstrong, 
president of the Leader-
ship Clinton Governance 
Board. “CCLI greatly 
appreciates their contin-
ued support. The host 
family and extended 
family were so enthusi-
astic about the dinner 
and so proud to share 
some of the family’s and 
farm’s history. It was a 
delightful evening.”

Farm-to-fork in the fields
About 300 attend 
Leadership 
Clinton fundraiser

Courtesy photo | becky strafford
Kids enjoy Dinner in the Fields at hillyard Farm as sunset brings the 
event to a close Friday.

Courtesy photo | Cathy Koerner
the annual event was again well-attended, this year at hillyard Farm.

tom barr | News Journal
Leadership Clinton volunteers Kelly hopkins and susan Kocher get 
set to auction off the tasty farm-to-fork “leftovers.”

tom barr | News Journal
Leadership Clinton volunteer sigrid solomon is busy during the pie 
auction fundraiser.

tom barr | News Journal
two drink tokens per person.

Courtesy photo | Cathy Koerner
A small army of volunteers makes the annual event a success.

Experienced farmers and Ag Lenders producing results together!
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By Alayna DeMartini
ohio state extension

COLUMBUS — It can 
be tough to stop using 
antibiotics on a farm.

Farmers need them 
to prevent and treat 
diseases in their ani-
mals. But increasingly, 
certain antibiotics used 
to treat illnesses in farm 
animals and humans are 
not working, said Greg 
habing, an associate 
professor in the College 
of Veterinary Medicine 
at The Ohio State Uni-
versity.

More antibiotics are 
being used with humans 
and animals, and with 
each use, sensitive bac-
teria are killed and resis-
tant bacteria grow and 
multiply. Those resistant 
bacteria can then trigger 
infections and become 
tougher for doctors and 
veterinarians to fight.

“The same resistant 
bacteria are affecting ani-

mals and people,” habing 
said. “human use of anti-
biotics has a bigger effect 
than agricultural use, 
but it’s still likely that 
agricultural use of antibi-
otics nonetheless has an 
important effect.”

In the past three years, 
fluoroquinolones—anti-
biotics that had long 
been used to fight human 
infections from salmonel-
la as well as pneumonia 
in cows and pigs—have 
been shown to be ineffec-
tive against salmonella 
infections in a rising 
number of cases, habing 
said.

Other antibiotics 
used to treat salmonella 
infections in humans 
are similarly losing their 
effectiveness. Beginning 
in the early 2000s, cepha-
losporins, which are 
used to fight infections 
in dairy cattle, started 
losing their ability to 
fend off salmonella infec-
tions in humans, habing 

pointed out.
habing will discuss 

“Antibiotic Use in Ani-
mals: Does It Matter 
for human health?” at 
the 56th annual Farm 
Science Review near 
London, Ohio, on Sept. 
18 at 10:40 a.m. and 
Sept. 19 at 1:40 p.m. his 
talks are part of the “Ask 
the Expert” program in 
which individuals present 
their expertise on vari-
ous agricultural topics, 
one of the many popular 
attractions at the Review, 
which is being spon-
sored by the College of 
Food, Agricultural, and 
Environmental Sciences 
(CFAES) at Ohio State.

When antibiotics are 
given to food animals, 
some of the bacteria 
those animals carry can 
become resistant to 
antibiotics, survive and 
spread. So if a consumer 
buys the animal’s meat 
and does not sufficiently 
cook the meat, the resis-

tant bacteria may not 
have been killed off and 
instead get eaten. The 
resistant bacteria also 
can be eaten if the raw 
meat was cut with a knife 
that was later used to 
slice lettuce for a salad.

While preventive 
measures are important, 
habing cautions that 
there’s no need for con-
sumers to be alarmed. 
he notes that the threat 
of salmonella that’s resis-
tant to antibiotics in the 
United States is low for 
healthy individuals with 
good food safety prac-
tices.

“A little bit of concern 
is warranted, but you can 
feel good about purchas-
ing meat in the grocery 
store, especially if you’re 
handling and cooking the 
food appropriately.”

Since January 2017, 
farmers nationwide have 
no longer been allowed 
to use antibiotics to pro-
mote growth in their ani-

mals. They still can use 
them, however, to pre-
vent and treat diseases.

Typically farmers are 
not quick to turn to 
antibiotics because that’s 
another expense, habing 
said.

The solution to the 
growing problem of anti-
biotic resistance is not 
to eliminate the use of all 
antibiotics from farms, 
he pointed out.

“If a farmer has a calf 
with a bacterial infection 
and doesn’t treat it, that 
animal and others could 
suffer,” habing said. “We 
want to make sure that 
animals that get bacterial 
infections get appropri-
ately treated.”

The key for farmers is 
to try to prevent diseases 
in their animals as much 
as possible by being 
careful about introduc-
ing contaminants onto 
the farm through new 
animals or equipment. 
Adequate nutrition, clean 

housing conditions and 
appropriate vaccinations 
also can help keep ani-
mals from getting sick.

When animals do 
suffer illnesses, a vet-
erinarian should help to 
accurately identify when 
antibiotics are needed 
and when they’re not, 
habing said.

“What we’re trying to 
do is improve how farm-
ers use antibiotics, but 
at the same time ensure 
animal welfare and farm-
er profitability,” he said.

Tickets for the Farm 
Science Review are $7 
online, at county offices 
of CFAES’s Ohio State 
University Extension 
outreach arm and at 
participating agribusi-
nesses, and are $10 at 
the gate. Children 5 and 
under are free. Show 
hours are 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Sept 18-19 and 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Sept. 20. 
For more information, 
visit fsr.osu.edu

Antibiotics resistance: from animals to people

By tracy turner
ohio state extension

COLUMBUS – A vet-
erinarian and assistant 
professor of animal sci-
ences in the College of 
Food, Agricultural, and 
Environmental Sciences 
at The Ohio State Univer-
sity (CFAES) has been 
named a Diplomate of 
the American College of 
Animal Welfare, the only 
swine veterinarian in 
Ohio to earn such a desig-
nation.

In fact, Monique Pairis-
Garcia, who is also an 
animal welfare specialist 
with Ohio State Univer-
sity Extension, is the first 
veterinarian at Ohio State 

to earn board certifica-
tion in this relatively new 
veterinary specialty. OSU 
Extension is the outreach 
arm of CFAES.

The designation means 
that Pairis-Garcia can 
demonstrate detailed 
knowledge of and special 
competence in animal 
welfare across all species. 
This is significant, con-
sidering that the Ameri-
can Veterinary Medical 
Association identified ani-
mal welfare in June 2006 
as “one of the top five 
critical issues affecting 
the veterinary profession 
both in the United States 
and globally.”

“My entire career has 
been focused on animal 

welfare and behavior, so 
I’m very proud and excit-
ed to bring this honor 
to Ohio State, CFAES 
and the Department of 
Animal Sciences,“ Pairis-
Garcia said. “I think this 
designation means a lot 
to the field of animal 
welfare science and the 
impact it will have on the 
farm.”

Pairis-Garcia earned 
her Doctor of Veterinary 
Medicine degree and a 
PhD in animal physiology 
from Iowa State Univer-
sity. She earned a scholar-
ship from the American 
Association of Swine 
Veterinarians to take the 
exam for the board certifi-
cation in animal welfare.

her research at Ohio 
State focuses on animal 
welfare issues for live-
stock species including 
timely and humane eutha-
nasia, on-farm welfare 
assessments and audits, 
and alternative manage-
ment practices to improve 
animal welfare on-farm.

She also teaches 
CFAES undergraduate 
students and College of 
Veterinary Medicine vet-
erinary students, focus-
ing primarily on animal 
welfare and behavior in 
livestock industries.

In addition to teaching 
and conducting research, 
Pairis-Garcia serves as 
a consultant, working 
with livestock producers 
to improve animal wel-
fare on farms, including 
swine, dairy and poultry 
farms.

For example, if an 
undercover video surfaces 
alleging suspected animal 
abuse or standards viola-
tions, Pairis-Garcia may 
be called to visit the farm 
to conduct an animal care 
audit. If violations are 
found, she works with 
producers to correct the 

animal care conditions.
her new board certifi-

cation in animal welfare 
demonstrates her exper-
tise in the area, which is a 
key focus for producers in 
maintaining their social 
license to produce food, 
she said.

“I work to help produc-
ers provide an environ-
ment for their animals 
that optimizes their 
health and well-being,” 
Pairis-Garcia said. “When 
we recognize the role 
that animals have in our 
lives – whether it be 
the human-animal bond 
with pets or those rela-
tionships we have with 
livestock, it is our duty to 
take proper care of them 
when they are in our care.

“It’s important for us 
to view animal welfare 
on many levels, such as 
ensuring the animal is 
healthy, has good nutri-
tion and has the ability to 
express natural behavior.”

Not only is it the right 
thing to do on a humane 
level, Pairis-Garcia said, 
but it’s also beneficial 
from a production stand-
point — good animal 

welfare is key for quality 
food production.

“Consumers care 
about where their food 
is coming from and want 
quality,” she said. “When 
an animal is stressed, it 
will result in a decrease 
in the quality of the 
meat.”

To prevent that from 
happening, producers 
have to focus on proper 
animal handling, includ-
ing remaining calm and 
quiet when they move 
animals, Pairis-Garcia 
said.

Pairis-Garcia said she 
plans to use her new ani-
mal welfare board desig-
nation to “have a better 
seat at the table to open 
up the lines of communi-
cations between produc-
ers and consumers and 
help people have a better 
understanding of the 
livestock industry.”

“As a veterinarian 
with this board certifica-
tion,” she said, “I want 
to use this to improve 
the perception of the 
livestock industry and 
improve animal welfare 
on farm.”

Professor’s new animal welfare designation shows compassion, expertise

ohio farm bureau news release

COLUMBUS – In 
a continued effort to 
strengthen ties within the 
agriculture community, 
Ohio Farm Bureau and 
the Ohio horsemen’s 
Benevolent and Protec-
tive Association (hBPA) 
are forming a new part-

nership. Ohio hBPA 
represents nearly 2,500 
owners and trainers who 
race thoroughbreds at 
Ohio’s three commercial 
thoroughbred race tracks.

Ohio hBPA is donating 
$85,000 to the Ohio Farm 
Bureau Foundation focus-
ing on bringing more 

young people to careers 
in agriculture as well as 
investing $25,000 in a 
new college scholarship 
to be run by the founda-
tion. Ohio hBPA also will 
annually offer $5,000 in 
scholarships for incoming 
college freshmen pursu-
ing agriculture-related 

majors.
“We’ve always thought 

thoroughbred racing 
was closely tied with the 
agricultural community 
in Ohio and thought the 
Ohio Farm Bureau Foun-
dation was a good way to 
cement and further those 
ties,” said Dave Basler, 

Ohio hBPA’s executive 
director.

In addition to com-
mitments made to the 
foundation, hBPA also 
announced it will be 
purchasing Farm Bureau 
memberships for some 
of its members and staff 
through OFBF’s group 

membership program.
“Membership in Farm 

Bureau ensures hBPA’s 
perspectives are part 
of the dynamic work of 
Ohio’s largest farm orga-
nization,” said Brandon 
Kern, OFBF senior direc-
tor for strategic partner-
ships.

Ohio horsemen’s group establish strong partnership

Crown Excavating
& Stone Yard

5885 SR 218 Gallipolis, OH 45631
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By Amanda Rockhold
arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com

WRIGhT-PATTER-
SON AIR FORCE BASE 
— Thousands of honey 
bees have found a home 
at The huffman Prairie 
State Natural Landmark, 
thanks to the pollina-
tion efforts at Wright-
Patterson Air Force Base 
(AFB).

“[Wright-Patterson 
AFB] wants to exemplify 
environmental steward-
ship and do our part 
to enhance and sustain 
pollinator populations in 
Ohio,” said Danielle Tre-
vino, Wright-Patterson 
AFB, environmental pro-
tection specialist in the 
natural resources section 
of civil engineering.

Located on the Wright-
Patterson AFB, The 
huffman Prairie State 
Natural Landmark (huff-
man Prairie) currently 
provides a home for 9 
active hives with about 
250 to 300 thousand 
honey bees. The first 
six hives were added to 
the base in 2015. Three 
more were added this 
year, which were swarms 
caught in swarm traps.

Dwight Wells with 
Propolis Projects, LLC 
(Propolis) cares for the 
hives. Propolis is an 
effort developed by the 
Levin Family Founda-
tion and its mission is 
to combat the recent 
decline of pollinators in 
the Midwest and restore 
healthier honey bee 
populations in Ohio.

Wright-Patterson AFB 
leases the land to Propo-
lis, according to Trevino. 
Visit propolisprojects.
org for more informa-
tion.

“We collaborate with 
[Propolis] on a lot of 
efforts to protect pollina-
tors and create habitat,” 
said Trevino. These 
efforts include seed 
harvesting and collec-
tion and turning areas 
into pollinator-friendly 
habitat to the benefit of 
honey bees and other 
native pollinator species.

huffman Prairie 
itself is 114 acres and 
Wright-Patterson AFB 

is submitting a proposal 
to restore an additional 
50 acres back to native 
prairie vegetation. Dave 
Nolin cares for this land 
and has been helping to 
restore the tallgrass prai-
rie remnant on the Air 
Force base for the last 
34 years.

“The restoration effort 
has become more like 
farming over the years in 
some ways. We started 
with basically a garden-
ing approach, but it 
needed stronger tools,” 
Nolin said. Dave Nolin 
also published the book 
Discovery and Renewal 
on Huffman Prairie: 
Where Aviation Took 
Wing.

The Parks Service 
runs the adjacent huff-
man Prairie Flying Field, 
where the Wright Broth-
ers (Orville and Wilbur) 

perfected the first air-
plane in 1904-1905. This 
field is 84 acres.

“Bees and all pollina-
tors are important to our 
ecosystems for the agri-
cultural industry. One in 
3 bites of food we eat is 
courtesy of an insect pol-
linator — that’s pretty 
important and we should 
all be doing our part to 
help sustain those polli-
nator populations,” said 
Trevino.

People can help polli-
nators by planting native 
flowers in their lawn and 
on their land.

Pollination efforts
Trevino leads com-

munity outreach efforts, 
including habitat 
enhancement projects, 
working with wetlands, 
urban forest, endan-
gered species and other 

areas. She has worked at 
Wright-Patterson AFB 
for almost two years. 
She collaborates with 
a lot of organizations, 
such as Propolis, Five 
Rivers Metroparks, Fish 
and Wildlife, the parks 
service — “dozens of 
individuals and several 
entities.”

Every fall Trevino and 
a group of volunteers 
harvest prairie seeds and 
replant them in areas 
that need enhancing in 
habitat. Trevino added 
that she’s hoping to get 
airmen involved in some 
of those volunteer oppor-
tunities.

“We have lots of areas 
on the installation [Air 
Force base] that are just 
mowed weekly and so 
some of our pollinator 
efforts include taking 
those areas out of that 
rotation and save money 

and also to create habitat 
that’s more beneficial to 
pollinators,” said Tre-
vino.

She said that the grass 
that would be mowed 
would be killed off and 
replaced with plants that 
create prairie habitat, 
which would require 
less maintenance and is 
less of a bird risk with 
aircraft.

“historically prairie 
habitats were burned by 
Native American Indian 
tribes or naturally via 
lightning,” said Trevino. 
“So every year we try 
to burn a section of the 
prairie to recreate the 
natural occurences that 
the prairie habitat was 
originally established 
in.” This regenerates the 
land and helps to kill 
back non-native species 
to allow more native 
species to grow. Trevino 

said that this is essential 
to any prairie restoration 
efforts.

Two Monarch Waysta-
tion habitats have been 
added to the Air Force 
base, which are basically 
small monarch butterfly 
habitats. A Monarch 
Waystation is at least a 
10-by-10-foot habitat full 
of the requirements for 
monarchs to sustain their 
lives and their migration 
back to Mexico, accord-
ing to Trevino.

“We did one with the 
youth center on base, 
so they [children of the 
youth center] planted 
monarch-friendly plants 
and they care for t hat,” 
said Trevino. The Nation-
al Parks Service also put 
a Monarch Waystation at 
the Interpretive Center 
at the Wright Memorial. 
For more information 
on Monarch Waysta-
tions visit: www.monar-
chwatch.org/waystations.

Wright-Patterson 
AFB just had its second 
annual Pollinator Expo, 
which is in conjunction 
with the military base’s 
Bee City USA designa-
tion. Wright-Patterson 
is the first United States 
military base to obtain 
that designation.

“We worked with 
about 30 different envi-
ronmental organizations 
from across [Ohio] to 
set up outreach booths 
and invited the public,” 
said Trevino. The expo 
is held at Wright Memo-
rial, which is open to the 
public. Next year’s Pol-
linator Expo will be held 
in June.

There’s also a .7-mile 
trail that goes through 
the huffman Prairie, 
where Trevino hosted 
the huffman Prairie Walk 
earlier this year.

“People should under-
stand that pollinators are 
important to all of us and 
we all have a responsibil-
ity to protect our envi-
ronment,” said Trevino.

Additonal information about 
huffman Prairie

huffman Prairie is 
located off Route 444 and 
can be accessed using the 
Twin Base Golf Course 
entrance. huffman Praire 
became a State Natural 
Landmark in 1986 due 
to the Wright-Patterson 
AFB, Five Rivers 
Metroparks and the Ohio 
Department of Natural 
Resources.

Wright-Patterson AFB, home to honey bees
Huffman Prairie 
improving life for 
Ohio pollinators

nine active honey bee hives live at the huffman Prairie state 
natural Landmark. Propolis Projects, LLC cares for the hives (four 
shown in picture).

photos by amanda rockhold | rural life today
Danielle trevino, environmental specialist, Wright-Patterson Air Force Base at the huffman Prairie state natural Landmark, 114 acres of 
prairie vegetation.

one of two Monarch Waystation habitats located at Wright-
Patterson Air Force Base. Monarch Waystations are places that 
provide resources necessary for monarchs to produce successive 
generations and sustain their migration.
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By Amanda Rockhold
arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com

PLAIN CITY — This 
year John and Joyce 
Kauffman have had some 
of the worst crops since 
they’ve become organic 
farmers almost ten years 
ago — all thanks to a very 
wet spring.

The Kauffmans wel-
comed about 60 people to 
their organic cash grain 
farm, Aug. 3, as part of 
the Ohio Ecological Food 
and Farm Association 
(OEFFA) 2018 Sustain-
able Farm Tour and Work-
shop Series. During the 
event attendees met for 
the OEFFA Grain Grow-
ers Chapter meeting, 
lunch and a tour of the 
farm.

“This has been the 
worst year for weeds 
since we started organic,” 
said John to the event 
attendees. The biggest 
challenge the Kauffmans 
face on the farm is weeds. 
John said they usually 
get some fox tale weeds, 
but have been especially 
fighting to keep out horse 
weeds this season.

“I’ve got the worst 
corn I’ve ever had,” said 
John. The Kauffmans 
lost around 70 acres of 
wheat this year because 
of the heavy rain. John 
admits that this is the 
worst wheat he has ever 
had. But he said that this 
isn’t the first time they’ve 
faced wet years, adding 
that 1981 and 1996 were 
both wet years.

The Kauffmans have 
another farm about four 
miles from the main 
property, which John said 
“Gives hope that we will 
get some beans.”

The farm has been 
in the Kauffman family 
since 1912, when John’s 
grandpa purchased the 
land. John’s brother first 

transitioned the farm 
from conventional farm-
ing to organic in 2008. 
John purchased the farm 
from him in 2009.

Today John, Joyce and 
their son, Joel, sustain 
525 acres of certified 
organic land. John and 
Joel do most of the field 
work, where they grow 
corn, soybeans, wheat 
and rye. The Kauffman 
family farm is one of 17 
organic farms within a 
10-mile-radius of their 
property.

“More and more I don’t 
want to handle chemi-
cals,” John said. John 
fought cancer in 2006 
and 2013 and said that he 
wants to stay healthy. he 
and his family eat organic.

John said that he had 
grown up growing organi-
cally and didn’t know 
it. When he was a kid, 
chemicals weren’t used as 
widely as they are today. 
In 1975, John’s father first 

used herbicides on soy-
beans, according to John.

Joel admits that there’s 
also more money in 
organic, as more people 
are leaning toward eating 
organic foods. he said 
their largest market is 
Kalmbach Feeds in Upper 
Sandusky, Ohio.

Joel came to work on 
the farm in 2012, while 
his father fought cancer 
for the second time. 
Growing up Joel said that 
he and his family were 
dairy farmers for 15 years 
and had 1,000 acres of 
conventional crops.

Also during the event, 
the Kauffmans showed 
attendees what types 
of equipment they use, 
such as the Einbock tined 
weeder and the row cul-
tivator.

“[This machinery] was 
not a cheap, but was a 
good investment,” said 
John, referring to the 
Einbock tined weeder and 

the row cultivator. Both 
pieces of equipment are 
used to remove weeds 
and the Kauffmans have 
been using them for about 
four or five years.

The 2018 OEFFA 2018 
Sustainable Farm Tour 
and Workshop Series 
features farm tours, work-
shops, and other events. 
All events are free and 

open to the public unless 
otherwise specified. For 
a complete schedule, 
go to www.oeffa.org/
q/2018farmtours.

Farm struggles through a wet season
Kauffmans welcome 
60 people to their farm

amanda rockhold | rural life today
(Left) Dave shively of shively farm in henry county; (middle) John Kauffman of Kauffman Farms in Madison County; and (right) Amalie Lipstreu, Policy Program Coordinator, 
oeFFA.

John Kauffman (right) and his son, Joel Kauffman (left), in front of the einbock tined weeder, used to 
remove weeds from their 500-acre organic cash grain farm.

ohio farm bureau news release

COLUMBUS – Ohio 
Farm Bureau is gearing 
up for its 100th anniver-
sary in a major way and 
the yearlong celebration 
will include lots of ways 
to join in the fun.

The centennial celebra-
tion features a member 
only concert by country 
artist Chase Bryant, barn 
paintings throughout the 
state, releases of cen-
tennial beer and wine, 
collector edition rifles, 
a commemorative book, 
limited edition artwork 

and lots of collectables 
including vintage 
T-shirts, pint glasses, 
hats and metal signs.

Ohio Farm Bureau 
was founded on Jan. 27, 
1919. The centennial 
celebration officially 
kicks off at the 2018 
annual meeting Dec. 6 - 
7 in Columbus.

“100 years ago, Ohio 
farmers decided they 
could do more for them-
selves, their families and 
their communities by 
banding together. That 
idea is as valid, and as 
effective today as it was 

back then,” said Ohio 
Farm Bureau president 
and dairy farmer Frank 
Burkett III. “This is a 
great opportunity to 
remember and celebrate 
a century of great 
accomplishments by our 
members,” he added.

The Chase Bryant 
concert will be Dec. 
7 at 8:30 p.m. in the 
Columbus Convention 
Center. This is a private, 
members only event 
held at the conclusion of 
OFBF’s annual meeting. 
Bryant is a Texas native 
and was named one of 

the “Best Things We 
Saw” at CMA Music Fest 
2014‚ by Rolling Stone. 
The singer/songwriter/
guitarist lists influences 
ranging from Merle hag-
gard to Tom Petty. Farm 
Bureau members can 
visit ofbf.org/centennial 
for soon to be released 
concert ticket informa-
tion.

The concert is free, 
thanks to exclusive 
sponsor Nationwide. 
Nationwide was founded 
by Ohio Farm Bureau 
in 1926 as Farm Bureau 
Mutual Automobile 

Insurance Company 
and remains Ohio Farm 
Bureau’s closest and 
most important partner.

The celebration 
includes a raffle for a 
henry Big Boy 44 mag-
num, a henry Golden 
Boy 22 long rifle and a 
Ruger rifle—American 
Farmer Edition. Raffle 
tickets go on sale in Sep-
tember and the drawing 
will be held at annual 
meeting. An additional 
henry rifle will be sold 
at auction during the 
annual meeting.

North high Brewing 

will issue a centennial 
beer and The Winery at 
Wolf Creek will offer a 
limited release centen-
nial wine. A historical 
marker will be dedicated 
on the campus of Ohio 
State University to com-
memorate Farm Bureau’s 
founding at the univer-
sity. Details will soon be 
released on the location 
and timing of the barn 
paintings.

Farm Bureau members 
can get updates on all 
aspects of the yearlong 
activity by visiting ofbf.
org/centennial.

Ohio Farm Bureau marks 100 years
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with his swine showman-
ship and earned fourth 
place with 237 points. 
Fisher Lewis and Shana 
Lott each tied at fifth 
place with 237 points. 
Lewis, 18, qualified by his 
sheep showmanship while 
Lott, 16, earned a spot in 
the show with her horses.

“I am relieved,” Nor-
man said after the compe-
tition. “It’s a long compe-
tition but I’m very happy 
with how I did. It’s been a 
lot of work.”

For Norman, the show-
man of showmen com-
petition was the end of 
her 4-h career as she is 
aged out next year. It was 
also the eighth time her 
parents have sat on the 
edge of their seats during 
the showmen of showman 
competition. Norman’s 
eldest sister, Bethany 
Bird was the first of the 
Norman girls to go after 
the title, later followed by 
Grace and Danielle Nor-
man competing against 
each other in the same 
year. The girls were with-
in one point of each other 
that year, with Danielle 
finishing in fourth place 
and Grace placing in fifth 
place. Grace and Danielle 
went head-to-head for the 
showman title again the 
following year, with the 
girls placing in second 
and third places.

Bird was FaceTiming 
Grace, who is in Utah, 

while the competition 
took place.

“It’s sad to see it end 
but it’s been neat to see 
some of the older kids 
who have done 4-h come 
back to be judges,” her 
mother Robin Norman 
said. “It’s neat to see the 
people building back into 
the younger kids.”

“I’m very proud of my 
daughter, Danielle,” her 
father Tim Norman said. 
“She put a lot into this 
and it’s good for her to 
finish her 4-h career this 
way, good for our family 
to reach what we consider 

the pinnacle of 4-h at our 
fairground.”

Danielle Norman said 
sheep were the most 
challenging animal 
she showed Aug. 2 but 
enjoyed showing beef 
cows the most. This fair, 
she earned overall and 
grand champion show-
manship for goats as well 
as the champion title for 
pack goats.

“You go around, ask 
people who specialize 
in [the animal] and get 
their advice,” she said. 
“People who have shown 
before and have gone 

on, we all kind of share 
information and help 
each other — it’s just a 
lot of advice from oth-
ers.”

She will attend Cedar-
ville University starting 
this fall for environmental 
science.

“Don’t be afraid to ask 
other competitors about 
how to show and take 
that advice and apply 
that,” Norman advised 
young showmen.

Competitors also 
included Nicolas Shaw, 
who shows cattle; Makay-

la Kilbarger, who shows 
horses; Brandon Barr, 
who shows cattle; Devon 
Morrison, who shows 
cattle and haley Partee, 
who shows cattle.

Contact Whitney Vickers at 937-
502-4532.

the showmen had to show six animals.

photos by Whitney Vickers | Greene County News
Competitors earned their spots by earning overall or senior showman status.
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they could pick up two days’ worth.
Scholars report that even today, little icy, berry-like droplets 

appear in the desert early in the morning after a cold night. Schol-
ars believe this might be what was referred to as manna in the 
Bible. When the sun comes up, it doesn’t take long for these drop-
lets to disappear.

The Israelites, as they often did, complained again, this time 
about having to eat the same thing day after day. Personally, I 
can’t imagine eating doves and manna for the 40 years the Israel-
ites wandered in the desert.

I think the Manna restaurant should plan on pressing its manna 
into the shape of a frozen doughnut so customers can dunk it in 
their coffee.

I hope Kroger doesn’t read my commentary. They might very 
well develop a method to package manna, perhaps with pigeon 
fillets and drum sticks in a quick pack. I could see myself getting 
in trouble bellyaching to my wife, Kris, “Not manna and pigeon 
again!”

from page 2

health
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Sept. 18-20: Farm Science 
Review, Molly Caren Agricul-
ture Center, OSU, Madsison 
County; 56th annual Farm 
Science Review, the premier 
outdoor agricultural educa-
tion and industry trade show. 
Tickets to the event can be 
purchased beginning in July. 
Tickets are $7 online, at OSU 
Extension county offices and 
participating agribusinesses, 
and $10 at the gate. Children 
ages 5 and under are free. 
Details on event hours, buying 
tickets online and more are 
on the Review’s website at fsr.
osu.edu.

22 Suburban: Farmstead 

and Micro Dairy Tour, 2-4 
p.m., Jedidiah Farm and 
Studio, 5058 Smothers 
Road, Westerville. Part of 
the Columbus Urban Farm 
Tour Series. Free admission. 
Details: go.osu.edu/CW7x.

oCtoBeR
October 6 - Art and har-

vest Day at the Friends of the 
homeless Garden from 12 
a.m. to 5 p.m.; 924 E. Main 
St. (corner of E. Main and 
Carpenter), Columbus, Oh 
43205. There will be local art-
ists selling their paintings and 
local musicians and free food.

Oct. 20: Fall in Love with 
Gardening, OSU Extension 
Master Gardener Volunteer 

Workshop, 9:30 a.m.- 2 p.m. 
at First Church of the Naza-
rene, 807, Coshocton Ave, 
Mount Vernon, 43050; Topics 
include: Growing and harvest-
ing Garlic with Carri Jagger, 
Winter hardy Succulents with 
Liz hughes of Groovy Plants 
Ranch, Edible Native Plants 
with Debra Knapke. Following 
the succulent presentations 
participants will be able to 
design a hypertufa succulent 
planter; Registration 8:30am 
-9:30am; Cost: $40 Includes: 
breakfast, lunch, hypertufa 
succulent planter, and tote 
bag. Contact: 740-397-0401; 
This event is open to the 
public.

AGRiCuLtuRe CALenDAR oF eVents

OH-70074538

30 Day Money Back 
Guarantee

HIGHLAND COUNTY
HEARING AID CENTER

215 N. High St., Hillsboro, OH 45133
(Across from Armory) 
(937) 393-4558
www.HighlandCountHearing.com

Android smart phone users-Starkey 
has a new wireless product for you

The Muse hearing aids deliver:

•Improved speech audibility with Acuity Directionality
•Wireless streaming for Phone, TV, music and other media   
     with Sur� ink mobile (remote)
•Feedback cancelation so no buzzing or whistling
•Experience music in a whole new way with pure, re� ned   
     sound quality
•Multi� ex Tinnitus Technology for relief of ringing   
     in the ears

Diane Garneau,
BC-HIS
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poultry commercially. 
Now they raise, bucther 
and process about 150 
chickens once per year 
for themselves and their 
family.

Guy and Sandy have 
always had an open door 
policy at their farm, add-
ing that other farmers 
have helped them in the 
past. They’ve had sev-
eral people at their farm 
over the years who have 
learned about butchering 
chickens by visiting their 
farm.

That Guy’s Farm and 
Flower Store is also a tes-
tament to their open-door 
policy. The store sits at 
the front of their prop-
erty and is full of fresh 
produce and flowers. The 
store operates with an 
honor system, so people 
can stop by and purchase 
at any time.

Apprentices and the 
butchering process

Both Rachel and Laura 
used to be vegetarians.

“When I started eating 
meat again, I decided if 
I’m going to eat meat, I 
want to understand the 
whole process and make 
sure that I’m not partici-
pating in something that 
I don’t agree with,” said 
Laura, adding that being 
part of this process will 
enable her to understand 

it fully and appreciate all 
the work that goes into it.

Rachel grew up a veg-
etarian and didn’t eat 
poultry until she was in 
high school. “That was 
largely because my fam-
ily was concerned about 
the welfare of the animals 
and you couldn’t readily 
find good-produced meat 
that was affordable,” 
said Rachel. Now Rachel 
purchases meat from 
local farmers and largely 
through farmers markets.

“I’m very excited to be 
part of the whole life of 
the animal because that is 
part of their life and part 
of why they were raised,” 
said Rachel.

The OEFFA program 
that Rachel and Laura are 
part of has ended now, 
but both apprentices will 
stay on That Guy’s Fam-
ily Farm until November. 
Laura and Rachel are 

apprentices at That Guy’s 
Family Farm through the 
OEFFA Begin Farming 
Program. For more infor-
mation visit policy.oeffa.
org/beginfarming.

“It’s good for people 
[who eat so much meat] 
to see the whole cycle, 
not that you just order it 
from the fast food line. 
We try to raise animals as 
best we can and we like 
to have whole control of 
it, even the processing,” 
said Guy, adding that it’s 
good for people to be self-
sufficient.

If someone is searching 
for locally raised meat, 
Guy said that the OEFFA 
Good Earth Guide (www.
oeffa.org/search-geg.
php) is a good source. 
Sandy added that East 
Wild Ohio Directory of 
Farms is also a source to 
find locals farms (www.
eatwild.com/products/

ohio.html).
Guy added that just 

about any farmers market 
will have a local meat 
vendor.

Sandy explained how 
grass-fed and good feed 
really makes a difference.

“We had made a trip to 
get some non-GMO feed 
to feed these chickens and 
we have done other peo-
ple’s birds and it shows 
up in the liver of those 
birds, like the commercial 
feed that they’re getting,” 
said Sandy. “They’re liver 
will be like golden, molty 
colors and ours are like 
mahogany and beautiful.”

The Ashmores get 
their non-GMO (geneti-
cally modified organ-
isms) chicken feed from 
highland Naturals out of 
holmes County, Oh.

They also said that the 
smell when they open up 
the bird it “totally differ-
ent” with chickens who 
were fed commercial feed 
versus non-GMO feed, 
and chickens that were 
raised on grass, instead of 
confined areas.

“When we were hav-
ing conversations in my 
family about eating meat 
again, that was part of the 
conversation — thinking 
about whole systems and 
where do those nutrients 
come from and how 
do they return back to 
the soil,” said Rachel. 
“Thinking about the 
importance and the place 
of animals.”

Fall crops and other work on 
the farm

August was full of sum-
mer harvesting, and a 
little more rain. The rain 
didn’t take out any rows 
of crops, but the down-
pours did hinder them 
from planting.

“It’s still been pretty 
wet. We’ve still been 
struggling to get things 
on schedule,” said Guy. 
Sandy added that they 
have’t lost any crops to 
the rain, but they haven’t 
been able to plant some 
that they might have lost.

They have Brussel 
sprouts, cabbage, kale, 
collard greens, and car-
rots in the ground, and 
planning for more. They 
will harvest fall crops the 
beginning of October, 
starting with the winter 
squash and sweet pota-
toes.

The fall crops will be 
stored and put away 
for their winter CSA 
(Community Supported 
Agriculture), which will 
start the first Wednesday 
of November and will go 
through February. They 
conduct a winter CSA 
pickup business, consist-
ing of about 50 clients, 
as well as a summer CSA 
with around 30 clients.

Guy said that their 
tomato crops surprised 
him with how well they 
turned out. he said that 
they didn’t look so good 
at the end of June, but 
they ended up doing well.

“The beets have done 
tremendous,” said Guy. 
“They never missed a 
beet.” Other crops that 
turned out really well 
are zephyrs (summer 
squash), popcorn, garlic, 
in addition to some oth-
ers.

however, winter squash 
and potatoes have been 
a struggle this year. And 
there was a lot of lettuce 
that couldn’t be planted 
because of the rain.

“Eggplant was a bust,” 
said Laura.

Flea beetles have been 
relentless this year, 
according to Sandy. She 
added that they should 
be done by now in the 
season.

The Ashmores plan to 
have the last of their win-
ter crops planted before 
the Persephone Days, 
when there are less than 
ten hours of daylight. Guy 
said that begins Novem-
ber 15 and then won’t get 
more daylight hours than 
that until January. So they 
will have all winter crops 
planted by the end of Sep-
tember.

Laura and Rachel are 
also helping the Ash-
mores relocate a tunnel to 
a better spot on the farm. 
The plan is to also transi-
tion a hoop house into a 
greenhouse by October, 
which will be heated 
throughout the winter.

Next month: Farmers 
market and the fall sea-
son.

the chickens at that Guy’s Family Farm live in chicken tractors, 
which are basically movable chicken coops that allows chickens to 
move freely across the land while being protected from predators. 
the chickens are a mixture of hens and roosters.

from page 1

teaching

BUILT TOUGH.
PRICED RIGHT.
SAVE BIG ON THE INDUSTRY’S 

LEADING COMPACT EQUIPMENT.

CALL US FOR A DEMO AND TRY 
A BOBCAT MACHINE ON YOUR OPERATION.

Authorized Bobcat Dealer

Bobcat Enterprises, Inc.
CINCINNATI | HILLIARD | REYNOLDSBURG | MT. ORAB

800.4BOBCAT | bobcat-ent.com
Parts. Service. Sales. Rental.
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Pike County FB sponsors shirts at fair

 pike County farm bureau news release submitted photo
the Pike County Farm Bureau recently sponsored shirts for all of the Pike County Junior Fair board members at the Pike County Fair. each 
Junior Fair Board member received a shirt to wear the week of the fair. the Pike County Farm Bureau is a proud supporter of the Pike County 
Fair!

Rural Life 
Today at Farm 
Science Review

LONDON—Rural 
Life Today will be at the 
Farm Science Review 
in London, Sept. 18-20. 
Come see us at Exhibit 
Building 2 (Lot 513) - 
513Booth35. Come pick 
up our September issue 
there. At the booth will 
be Rural Life Today Edi-
tor Amanda Rockhold 
and former editor, Gary 

Brock. We’d love to 
meet you and hear your 
agriculural story!

This farming and agri-
culture expo will feature 
dozens of seminars and 
workshops, exhibits and 
more than 600 exhibi-
tors, including Rural 
Life Today. For more 
information visit: fsr.
osu.edu.

submitted photo
Former editor, Gary Brock, at the Rural Life today booth at the 
2016 Farm science Review.

By Peggy Kirk hall
associate professor, agricultural & 
resource law

TOLEDO — The 
Toledoans for Safe Water 
submitted over 10,500 
signatures in August 
on a petition propos-
ing to amend the city’s 
charter to establish a 
bill of rights for Lake 

Erie. The proposed bill 
of rights would state 
that Lake Erie and its 
watershed possesses a 
right to exist, flourish 
and naturally evolve; 
that the people of Toledo 
have a right to a clean 
and healthy Lake Erie, a 
collective and individual 
right to self-government 
in their local community 

and a right to a system 
of government that pro-
tects their rights; and 
that any corporation or 
government that violates 
the rights of Lake Erie 
could be prosecuted by 
the city and held legally 
liable for fines and all 
harm caused. The effort 
is backed by the Com-
munity Environmental 

Legal Defense Fund. If 
successful, the initia-
tive would appear on 
the November ballot for 
Toledo residents.

For more information 
visit: www.lakeerieac-
tion.org

For more information 
on current agricultural 
legal issues visit: www.
farmoffice.osu.edu/blog

Pursuing a Bill of Rights for Lake Erie

Processors of Food Grade Soybeans  
for Domestic and International Markets

www.bluegrassfarmsohio.com

Offering
PREMIUM PRICES

for Food Grade Soybeans: 
NON-GMO 

& ORGANIC

Phone: 
(740) 426-6683

Fax: 
(740) 426-6684

P.O. 57 
9768 Mill-Jeff Rd. 

Jeffersonville 
Ohio 43128

Processors of Food Grade Soybeans  
for Domestic and International Markets

www.bluegrassfarmsohio.com

Offering
PREMIUM PRICES

for Food Grade Soybeans: 
NON-GMO 

& ORGANIC

Phone: 
(740) 426-6683

Fax: 
(740) 426-6684

P.O. 57 
9768 Mill-Jeff Rd. 

Jeffersonville 
Ohio 43128

O
H

-7
00

71
83

6

O
H

-7
00

73
88

0

JR’S GENERAL STORE
& FARM MARKET

4-1/2 mi. S. of
Bainbridge off U.S. 50

on 41 S. 
(Watch for signs)
HOURS: Daily 8-6

Sat. 8-5; Closed Sun.

• Fresh Produce
• Meat & Cheese

• Discount Groceries
• Souvenirs • Crafts • Gifts

• Vitamins & Herbs
• Candles • Books

• Toys • Seasonal Items
BULK FOOD IS OUR
SPECIALTY, SO ARE

GREAT PRICES!

Turkey Breast
$2.89 Lb.

Black Forest
Ham   $2.59 Lb.

Swiss Cheese
$2.89 Lb.

German
Bologna
$1.69 Lb.

Colby Cheese
$2.19 Lb.

Cheddar Cheese
$2.49 Lb.

Prices Good May 3rd & 4th
Special Prices Good on Sale Days Only

FREE JRS MUG
W/ $10.00 purchase

17th Anniversary Sale Fri. May 3rd
& Sat. May 4th

23
87

03
4

SAVE
SAVE

WEEKLY  SPECIALS

� ink Country, � ink Quality

JR’S GENERAL STORE
& FARM MARKET

4-1/2 mi. S. of
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• Fresh Produce
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• Souvenirs • Crafts • Gifts

• Vitamins & Herbs
• Candles • Books

• Toys • Seasonal Items
BULK FOOD IS OUR
SPECIALTY, SO ARE

GREAT PRICES!

Turkey Breast
$2.89 Lb.

Black Forest
Ham   $2.59 Lb.

Swiss Cheese
$2.89 Lb.

German
Bologna
$1.69 Lb.

Colby Cheese
$2.19 Lb.

Cheddar Cheese
$2.49 Lb.

Prices Good May 3rd & 4th
Special Prices Good on Sale Days Only

FREE JRS MUG
W/ $10.00 purchase

17th Anniversary Sale Fri. May 3rd
& Sat. May 4th
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Vinton-Jackson FB sponsors shirts at fair

Vinton-Jackson County farm bureau news release submitted photo
the Jackson-Vinton Farm Bureau recently sponsored shirts for all of the Vinton County Junior Leaders 
at the Vinton County Fair. each Junior Leader received three shirts to wear the week of the fair. the 
Jackson-Vinton Farm Bureau is a proud supporter of the Vinton County Fair!

Scioto FB sponsors shirts at fair

scioto County farm bureau news release  submitted photo
the scioto County Farm Bureau recently sponsored shirts for all of the scioto County Junior Fair 
board members at the scioto County Fair. each Junior Fair Board member received a shirt to wear 
the week of the fair. the scioto County Farm Bureau is a proud supporter of the scioto County Fair!

oeffa news release

The Ohio Ecological 
Food and Farm Associa-
tion (OEFFA) is turning 
40! help us kick off our 
milestone anniversary 
and celebrate OEFFA’s 
40th Annual Conference 
when this popular and 
inspiring event returns to 

Dayton, February 14-16.
This can’t-miss confer-

ence offers up to three 
days of learning, sharing, 
networking, and breaking 
bread with 1,200+ sus-
tainable farmers, garden-
ers, and local food sup-
porters. It will feature:

-Nearly 80 informative 
workshops on sustainable 

farming, livestock, busi-
ness, homesteading, and 
gardening on Friday and 
Saturday;

•In-depth, full day 

Food and Farm School 
courses on Thursday;

•Powerful keynote 
sessions with Elizabeth 
henderson and Onika 

Abraham;
•A diverse, three day 

trade show with 90+ 
exhibitors;

•Made-from-scratch, 
local, organic meals;

•Thursday evening 
socials and a Friday ban-
quet;

•Educational and fun 
kids’ conference and child 

care options;
•Easy access to down-

town Dayton’s attractions, 
dining, nightlife, and rec-
reation;

•On-site lodging, a 
raffle, book sales, and 
more!

For more information 
visit: www.oeffa.org/con-
ference2019.php

Celebrate 40 years of OEFFA conferences since 1979
sAVe the DAte
thursday, february 14 - saturday, february 16, 2019, 
dayton Convention Center, dayton, oH

For Updated Farm and Agricultural
Information, go to. . .

RuralLifeToday.com 
382 ST. RT. 41, Hillsboro, OH  45133

8 miles south of Bainbridge
6.2 miles north of Sinking Springs

Now Open
Monday to Friday 9-5

Saturday 9-4

ARTIN’S
H e a r t h  &  H o m e

STOP PAYING THOSE HIGH HEATING BILLS!!!

Over 30+ Units on Display
Stoves • Wood-Gas-Coal • Chimneys • Stove Pipe •  Chimney Brushes and 

Rods • Hearth Boards •  EcoFans Head Lamps • and more!

Cold Weather Will Be Here Soon!

$$$AVE MONEY!!!
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Ohio Asphaltic Limestone Corp.

www.ohio-asphaltic-limestone.com

Established 1935

8591 Mad River Rd. • Hillsboro, OH 45133
937.364.2191 • 937.364.6505 Fax

3rd Generation Local 
Family Owned & 

Operated

• Limestone
• Agricultural Ground 
   Lime
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•  T r a i l e r m a n  •  T r a v a l o n g  •  U s  C a r g o  •  B e l s h e  •  A l u m a
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FRENCHTOWN
TRAILER SALES & SUPPLY CO. 

11465 Mangen Rd., P.O. Box 312  •  Versailles, OH 45380

937-526-4057 • 866-217-7440
Visit our web site for current inventory: 

www.frenchtowntrailer.com
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You Can’t Beat Beets!
 ❧ Beets are derived from the wild plants of the sea coasts of the Mediterranean 
region and adjacent Europe.

 ❧ Beets are frost-hardy and can be planted in the garden 30 days before the 
frost-free date for your area.

 ❧ Although beets grow well during warm weather, establishing the seedlings 
under cool, moist conditions is easier.

 ❧ Beets can be harvested whenever they grow to the desired size. Beets need 
about 60 days to reach 1 1/2 inches in diameter. 

 ❧ When harvested, the entirety of the plant is edible, from the tips of its leaves, 
down to its long pointed root.

 ❧ In ancient times, the root part was not used for cooking but instead as a 
medicine for treating painful disorders at that time, like headaches and 
toothaches.

 ❧ Today, beets are consumed as sugar, leafy greens, as a root vegetable, or for 
animal feed.

 ❧ The beet and its greens are both an excellent source of folate, vitamin A and 
K, and a very good source of manganese, copper, and potassium. Beets are 
high in fiber, which helps with satiety and regularity.

 ❧ Frequent shallow cultivation is important because beets compete poorly 
with weeds. Hand weeding and early, frequent and shallow cultivation are the 
most effective methods of controlling weeds in the row because beets are 
extremely shallow rooted.

Sources: https://www.uaex.edu/publications/PDF/FSA-6063.pdf
https://www.self.com/story/10-facts-didnt-know-beets

OH-70074790
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By Peggy Kirk hall
associate professor, agricultural & 
resource law

The drainage of sur-
face water is undoubt-
edly important to agri-
cultural landowners. A 
question we often hear 
is whether someone can 
interfere with the surface 

water drainage on some-
one else’s property. The 
answer to this question 
lies in Ohio’s “reason-
able use doctrine,” which 
establishes guidelines for 
when a landowner has a 
legal right to affect the 
drainage of surface water 
onto another property. 
Our new law bulletin, 
“Surface Water Drainage 
Rights,” explains this 
important legal doctrine.

here is a quick sum-
mary of the bulletin:

A landowner does not 

have an absolute privi-
lege to deal with surface 
water as he or she pleas-
es but does have a legal 
right to alter the flow of 
surface waters from the 
property.

however, a landowner 
has a legal duty of “rea-
sonable use” when affect-
ing surface water drain-
age and can be liable if 
a harmful interference 
with the flow of surface 
water is “unreasonable.”

To determine whether 
land uses and drainage 

interferences are “rea-
sonable” or “unreason-
able,” Ohio courts will 
examine four important 
factors: the utility of 
the land use or drainage 
use, the gravity of harm 
caused to others, the 
practicality of avoiding 
the harm, and the fair-
ness of requiring other 
landowners to bear harm 
from the drainage inter-
ference.

A harmed party can 
seek damages for inju-
ries resulting from an 

“unreasonable” drainage 
interference. Options 
for pursuing damages 
include hiring an agri-
cultural attorney to send 
a “demand letter” or file 
a negligence claim or 
using the small claims 
court for damages that 
are $6,000 or less.

Another way to resolve 
a drainage interference 
is to work with the 
county Soil and Water 
Conservation District or 
county engineer’s office 
to develop a drainage 

improvement project. 
Landowners may use the 
drainage petition pro-
cess, which requires all 
landowners within the 
area benefitted by drain-
age improvement project 
to pay for the project 
through property assess-
ments.

For a detailed explana-
tion of drainage rights, 
read the full bulletin 
https://farmoffice.osu.
edu/sites/aglaw/files/
site-library/Drainage%20
Law%20Bulletin.pdf.

New law bulletin 
explains Ohio surface 
water drainage law

Blog to answer your questions about surface water drainage rights

By Amanda Rockhold
arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com

CINCINNATI — hemp 
could be a hot new com-
modity for Ohio farmers 
in the near future.

In June, Senate Major-
ity Leader Mitch McCon-
nell (R-Ky.) succeeded 
in including the hemp 
Farming Act of 2018 in 
the Senate’s 2018 Farm 
Bill. The bill would 
remove hemp from the 
controlled substance list 
and enable it to be grown 
and cultivated as an agri-
cultural commodity.

“[The hemp Farming 
Act of 2018] could pro-
vide a new opportunity 
for Ohio farmers in an 
exploding industry,” said 
Robert Ryan, president 
and co-founder, QC Infu-
sion (brand name Queen 
City hemp) of Cincinnati. 
“hemp protein, CBD 
(cannabidiol) and fiber 
are all potential options 
for a vast supply chain. 
Looking at Kentucky’s 
leading example, people 
are looking for a new crop 
to replace current rota-
tions that are becoming 
less viable like tobacco.”

The Senate and house 
farm bill versions will 
soon go to the Senate-
house Conference Com-
mittee, where the differ-
ences between the two 
bills will be addressed 
and resolved. The current 
farm bill expires Septem-
ber 30, 2018. If the pro-
posed hemp legislation 
passes through the final 
farm bill, then states will 
have the option to imple-
ment hemp programs.

“The way the McCon-
nell amendment is writ-
ten, the state gets that 
option to have that pri-
mary regulatory author-
ity,” said Peggy Kirk-hall, 
associate professor and 
director, OSU Agricul-
tural and Resource Law 
Program.

hall said the added 
provision in the farm 

bill amendment would 
allow the United States 
Department of Agricul-
ture to license produc-
ers in states that didn’t 
choose to exercise a hemp 
program. “That is very 
favorable to farmers,” said 
hall.

ER Beach, Owner, 
hemptations, Planet 
EveryWear, and Tohi Spa 
in Cincinnati, said that he 
wasn’t surprised when the 
2018 hemp Farming Act 
of 2018 was included in 
the Senate Farm Bill.

“The industry has 
proven in the states legal 
to grow over the last four 
years that this is a viable, 
non threatening crop that 
every farmer should have 
the choice to sow,” said 
Beach.

The 2014 Farm Bill (or 
the Agricultural Act of 
2015) included a section 
that allows for industrial 
hemp to be grown in cer-
tain circumstances.

“With the 2014 Farm 
Bill passing the US is 
growing thousands of 
acres across the country. 
The CBD industry is help-
ing with this, as well,” 
said Beach. “Selling hemp 
goods that were grown 
and processed in the US 
is something we take a lot 
of pride in these days.”

Similar legislation as 
the hemp Farming Act 
has been proposed in the 
past, but has gained little 
traction. hall said that the 
legislation has a better 

chance of being passed 
since it’s in the Senate’s 
version of the farm bill.

“Just in the CBD space 
alone, there is incredible 
opportunities. CBD is 
described as the “white 
hot” ingredient right now 
for it’s perceived health 
benefits,” said Ryan. “We 
are only beginning to 
understand the positive 
implications hemp can 
have on our health and 
well being.”

Misconceptions
hemp is not marijuana. 

This is the most common 
misconception, according 
to Ryan.

“I am unsure who 
would be against hemp in 
this day and age, except 
those uneducated on 
the subject,” said Ryan. 
“Some people still think 
Marijuana and hemp 
are the same plant. This 
is why 90 percent of my 
focus is education.”

hemp and marijuana 
stem from the same spe-
cies of plant (Cannabis 
sativa L.). however, hemp 
does not have the “high” 
or psychoactive effects 
of marijuana. Marijuana 
typically contains 3 to 15 
percent of the psychoac-
tive ingredient delta-9-tet-
rahydrocannabinol (ThC) 
on a dry-weight basis, 
while industrial hemp 
contains less than 1 per-
cent, according to Ohio 
Rights Group website.

Both ThC and CBD are 
cannabinoids, and canna-
binoids are found in can-
nabis plants. CBD comes 
from hemp and does not 
have the psychoactive 
“high” that comes from 
marijuana, or ThC.

“The industry is cur-
rently plagued with mis-
understandings in regards 
to the intent of the 2014 
farm bill,” said Ryan. 
“Since Marijuana is con-
sidered a controlled sub-
stance, hemp has been 
lumped in even though 
the legislative intent of 
the 2014 farm bill was to 
separate it. I am hopeful 
this new version will pass 
and some of the pitfalls 
the industry is currently 

facing will be put behind 
us.”

hemp as a crop
“Farmers need all the 

support we can give them 
as they have one of the 
most critical roles in our 
country,” said Ryan. 

According to Beach 
passing the hemp Farm 
Act of 2018 would pro-
vide an opportunity for 
Ohio farmers to add 
hemp to rotation without 
needing chemicals.

“There are no known 
pests that effect the 
[hemp] crop when its 
being grown for grain or 
fiber. It tends to grow so 
quickly that weeds are 
choked out,” said Beach. 
“hemp has a long tap 
root system and has also 
seen promise for phytore-
mediation. As a nitrogen 
depleting plant it would 
be rotated appropriately, 
say in place of soy.”

Phytoremediation refers 
to the technologies that 
use living plants to clean 
up soil, air, and water 
contaminated with haz-
ardous contaminants.

“Small farming is 
becoming more alluring 
these days and even a 
couple of acres of hemp 
grain could add to the 
regenerative idea, pro-
viding a livestock feed, 
human feed, and product 
to sell to the public,” said 
Beach.

Other uses of hemp 
include protein, medicine, 
fiber and grain. Beach 
said that hemp “can be 
woven a smooth as silk or 
as rough as burlap.”

Beach also believes that 
hemp could replace cot-
ton, which he said, “uses 
a huge amount of chemi-
cals from seed to sale and 
its water consumption 
is also enormous. hemp 
could wipe that out with a 
superior end product.”

hall said from the legal 
side, hemp could offer 
farmers another oppor-
tunity to diversify their 
farms, which she said is 
important with where the 
farm economy is today.

“Let’s look at this 
[hemp] as a crop, as a 

commodity, and not as a 
drug,” said hall.

health benefits
“There are those who 

believe CBD should be 
treated as a drug and only 
approved through the 
FDA. I believe we need 
both cannabis derived 
pharmaceuticals as well 
as dietary supplements 
and food,” said Ryan. 
“Our food supply has 
been devoid of natural 
cannabinoids, which 
research is indicating that 
may be the reason our 
country isn’t as healthy as 
it can be.”

Ryan said that there are 
several potential benefits 
of hemp including but not 
limited to:

1) Limiting the side 
effects associated with 
ThC consumption (CBD 
modulates the receptor 
site where ThC binds);

2) Acts as an SSRI 
(Selective Serotonin 
Reuptake Inhibitor). It 
delays the reuptake of 
serotonin increasing the 
availability in the syn-
apses which can improve 
mood and reduce anxiety;

3) Can directly bind to 
CB receptors to produce 
the anti-anxiety effect; 
and

4) Directly acts on 
TRPV1 receptors which 
mediate pain perception 
and inflammation (Anan-
damide also binds to this 
receptor).

Previous legislation
The 2014 Farm Bill 

included a section that 
allows for industrial hemp 
to be grown in certain 
circumstances, such as 
research purposes or if 
state law permits the 
growing of industrial 
hemp.

According to an Ohio 
State blog written by 
Written by Ellen Essman, 
Sr. Research Assoc., Agri-
cultural & Resource Law 
Program, “The federal 
law only permits hemp 
to be grown, cultivated, 
studied, and marketed 
under the guidance of 
institutions of higher edu-
cation located in the state 
or the state department of 

agriculture.”
Since the passing of 

the 2014 Farm Bill 26 
states have implemented 
legislation allowing for 
industrial hemp research 
and pilot programs. Ohio 
is not one of these states.

According to the Unit-
ed States Department of 
Agriculture website, the 
term “industrial hemp” 
“includes the plant Can-
nabis sativa L. and any 
part or derivative of such 
plant, including seeds of 
such plant, whether grow-
ing or not, that is used 
exclusively for industrial 
purposes (fiber and seed) 
with a ThC concentra-
tion of no more than 0.3 
percent on a dry weight 
basis.”

Queen City Hemp
QC Infusion manu-

facturers hemp based 
CBD products including 
tinctures, vape products, 
topical salve and infused 
seltzer water under the 
brand name Queen City 
hemp.

Ryan and his team 
source most of their 
hemp from Colorado and 
Kentucky, both states that 
have opted into permit-
ting hemp pilot programs 
since the 2014 Farm Bill. 

Ryan works on the 
research and development 
side of the business, his 
primary role product for-
mulation, research and 
education.

QC Infusion is the 
only hemp product 
manufacturer in Ohio. 
They operate with 
seven employees out 
of the Findlay Kitchen 
in Cincinnati, about 
a 120-square-foot 
space. however, they 
plan to upgrade to a 
3,000-square-foot space 
by this November.

For more information 
visit: www.qcinfusion.
com

For more information 
about hemptations visit: 
www.hemptations.com

For more information 
about industrial hemp 
visit: www.ohiorights-
group.info/industrial-
hemp

Looking at hemp as a crop for Ohio Farmers
Will the Hemp Farming 
Act of 2018 pass 
through the farm bill?

amanda rockhold | rural life today
Robert Ryan of Queen City hemp 
in Cincinnati at the Findlay 
Market. With him are Queen City 
Products, CBD seltzers, tincture 
and salve.
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Jackson County – Ohio 

Ranked items among the 88 state counties  
and 3,079 U.S. counties, 2012 

  State Universe U.S.  Universe 

Item Quantity Rank 1 Rank 1

MARKET VALUE  
OF AGRICULTURAL  
PRODUCTS SOLD ($1,000) 
Total value of agricultural p 
roducts sold 10,674 81 88 2,654 3,077 
Value of crops including 
 nursery and greenhouse 4,716 81 88 2,436 3,072 
Value of livestock, poultry,  
and their products 5,958 73 88 2,400 3,076 

VALUE OF SALES BY  
COMMODITY GROUP ($1,000) 
Grains, oilseeds, dry  
beans, and dry peas 2,521 76 88 1,979 2,926 
Tobacco (D) 8 15 366 436 
Vegetables, melons, potatoes, 
 and sweet potatoes 413 49 88 1,180 2,802 
Cut Christmas trees and  
short rotation woody crops 7 60 78 1,062 1,530 
Poultry and eggs (D) 36 88 (D) 3,013 
Cattle and calves 4,070 56 88 1,947 3,056 
Hogs and pigs 19 83 87 1,830 2,827 
Horses, ponies, mules,  
burros, and donkeys 134 61 88 1,596 3,011 
Other animals and other a 
nimal products 34 65 88 1,633 2,924 

TOP CROP ITEMS (acres) 
Forage-land used for all hay and  
haylage, grass silage,  
and greenchop 15,500 28 88 1,220 3,057 
Soybeans for beans 3,667 70 87 1,373 2,162 
Corn for grain 1,802 79 87 1,749 2,638 
Corn for silage 316 69 88 1,558 2,237 
Wheat for grain, all 266 71 87 2,044 2,537 

TOP LIVESTOCK  
INVENTORY ITEMS (number) 
Turkeys (D) 6 83 221 2,416 
Cattle and calves 10,036 46 88 1,930 3,063 
Layers 1,783 64 88 1,391 3,040
Horses and ponies 1,037 44 88 1,155 3,072 
Sheep and lambs 632 61 88 1,242 2,897 

Other County Highlights, 2012 
Economic Characteristics Quantity 

Farms by value of sales:
Less than $1,000 ......................................................................................................................... 163 
$1,000 to $2,499 ............................................................................................................................68 
$2,500 to $4,999 ............................................................................................................................73 
5,000 to $9,999 ...............................................................................................................................68 
$10,000 to $19,999........................................................................................................................50 
$20,000 to $24,999........................................................................................................................13 
$25,000 to $39,999........................................................................................................................26 
$40,000 to $49,999........................................................................................................................11 
$50,000 to $99,999........................................................................................................................23 
$100,000 to $249,999 ...................................................................................................................26 
$250,000 to $499,999 ..................................................................................................................... 4 
$500,000 or more ............................................................................................................................ 1 
Total farm production expenses ($1,000) .................................................................... 12,697 
Average per farm ($) ............................................................................................................ 24,139
Net cash farm income of operation ($1,000) ...................................................................-861 
Average per farm ($) ............................................................................................................. -1,637

Operator Characteristics Quantity 
Principal operators by primary occupation:
Farming .......................................................................................................................................... 443 
Other ............................................................................................................................................... 552 
Principal operators by sex:
Male ................................................................................................................................................. 848 
Female ............................................................................................................................................ 147 
Average age of principal operator (years) ........................................................................ 57.0 
All operators by race(2):
White ............................................................................................................................................1,506 
Hispanic .............................................................................................................................................. 8 
See “Census of Agriculture, Volume 1, Geographic Area Series” for complete footnotes, explanations, defini-
tions, and methodology.
1= Universe is number of counties in state or U.S. with the item.
2= Data collected for maximum of three operators per farm

AGRICULTURE SNAPSHOTAGRICULTURE SNAPSHOT
Jackson County

2012 CENSUS of
AGRICULTURE
County Profile

 2012 2007 % change

Number of Farms ..............................526 ..............................462 .............................. +14%

Land in Farms .....................................71,681 acres .............71,869 acres ..................0%

Average Size of Farm ......................136 acres ...................156 acres ....................-13%

Market Value of Products Sold ..$10,674,000 .............$8,463,000 ............... +26%

Crop Sales ........................$4,716,000 ................(44 percent)

Livestock Sales ...............$5,958,000 ................(56 percent)

Average Per Farm ..........$20,293......................$18,317 ..................... +11%

Government Payments .................$525,000 ...................$449,000 ................... +17%

Average Per Farm  

Receiving Payments .......................$3,085 ........................$2,844 ...........................+8%

0	  

50	  

100	  

150	  

200	  

250	  

300	  

1	  to	  9	   10	  to	  49	   50	  to	  179	   180	  to	  499	   500	  to	  999	   1,000+	  

Fa
rm

s	  

Acres/Farm	  

Farms	  by	  Size	  

Cropland	  
89%	  

Other	  Uses	  
11%	  

Land	  in	  Farms	  
by	  Type	  of	  Land	  

FA
RM

S

ACRES
1-9 10-49 50-179 180-499 500-999 1,000+

Woodland
26.9%

Cropland
37.9%

0

250

200

150

100

50

300

Pastureland
28.5%

Other Uses
6.7%



 Rural Life today – south ohio – september 2018        13

We’re At Your Service
the guide to quality goods and  

services that fit your rural lifestyle!

By Amanda Rockhold
arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com

COLUMBUS — 
“Everybody needs beauty 
as well as bread, places to 
play in and pray in, where 
nature may heal and give 
strength to body and soul 
alike,” wrote John Muir 
in his book The Yosemite 
in 1912.

More than 100 years 
later, these words con-
vey the essence of the 
Friends of the homeless 
Garden (Friends Garden) 
in Columbus, according 
to Sue Simon, Friends 
Garden Coordinator and 
a Franklin County Master 
Gardener Volunteer.

The Friends Garden, 
a 50-by-100-foot lot, is 
located across the street 
from the Friends of the 
homeless Shelter and 
is operated by the Ohio 
State Extension Master 
Gardener Volunteers 
for Southeast Inc. The 
shelter offers emergency 
housing for 130 men. 
New horizon Transitional 
housing sits adjacent to 
the Friends Garden.

Friends Garden pro-
vides a safe place for the 
men of the shelter and the 
families in the transitional 
housing to get together 
and socialize. Simon 
added that anyone is free 
to come into the garden 
and harvest whatever 

they want, whenever they 
want, including flowers.

Most of the vegetables 
and fruit in the garden are 
designed to be “pick and 
eat.”

“One of the reasons 
[one of the men in the 
transitional housing] was 
able to move out was 
because of his involve-
ment in the garden,” said 
Simon. “It helped boost 
his self esteem and he 
was able to feel a part of 
something and feel like 

he’s being useful.”
The garden was part 

of the 2018 Columbus 
Urban Farm Tour Series, 
hosted by Ohio State and 
Columbus Urban Farmers 
Network. Simon, and oth-
ers from Southeast Inc. 
and Ohio State, spoke 
about the garden during 
the tour, Aug. 19.

“The first question I 
usually get is ‘how do you 
tell if it’s a garden or a 
farm?,’” said Mike hogan, 
Ohio State Agricultural 

and Natural Resources 
Educator. “The best defi-
nition I like to give is an 
urban farm, when you 
compare it to a garden, 
is typically a place that 
grows food for someone 
else.”

And although Friends 
Garden is called a garden, 
it provides food to others 
and so was included it in 
the Urban Farm Series.

“We have about thirty 
urban farms in the city of 
Columbus, which is grow-

ing,” said hogan, adding 
that there were only five 
in the city of Columbus 
about five years ago. 
“During our Urban Farm 
Series, we like to show a 
whole bunch of different 
models of urban food pro-
duction.”

Friends Garden is a 
very special place, accord-
ing to Simon. “It’s helping 
to transform this little 
part of this neighbor-

hood.”
“The guys are finding it 

not just a place of beauty 
and peacefulness, but 
they’re happy. And it’s 
hard to be happy. Even if 
it’s only for five minutes,” 
said Simon. “It’s a time 
where they can let every-
thing go and not worry 
about everything that 
they have to worry about, 

Friends Garden offers a place of healing

amanda rockhold | rural life today
Acrylic painting by terry Althouse in the Friends of the homeless 
Garden.

submitted photo
Left to right: William Mattis, Adam Freeland, nicolas hinkle (brown shirt ), Andrew hinkle (William’s 
eagle advisor and tall guy to left of Library), Ron Freeland (on knee in front of library), Jake Dockery 
(boy with beard to right of library), sue simon, Cherie Jorgensen Mattis, and Will Knights (tall boy with 
red hair).
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ohio department of agricultire 
news release

REYNOLDSBURG – 
The Ohio Department 
of Agriculture recently 
confirmed the first posi-
tive cases of West Nile 
Virus (WNV) in Ohio 
horses for 2018. Two 
cases in Northeast Ohio 
have been confirmed and 

the animals had not been 
vaccinated. The spread 
of WNV in horses is pre-
ventable with proper vac-
cination and horse own-
ers are urged to ensure 
their animal’s vaccine and 
boosters are up to date.

West Nile Virus is 
transmitted to horses 
via bites from infected 
mosquitoes. Clinical 

signs for WNV include 
flu-like symptoms, where 
the horse seems mildly 
anorexic and depressed. 
Changes in mentality, 
drowsiness, driving or 
pushing forward (often 
without control) and 
asymmetrical weakness 
may be observed. Mortal-
ity rate from WNV can be 
as high as 30-40 percent 

in horses. Infection with 
WNV does not always 
lead to signs of illness in 
people or animals. WNV 
is endemic in the United 
States and Ohio has 
reported positive cases 
in horses each of the last 
few years. There were 14 
confirmed cases of WNV 
in Ohio in 2017.

“My message to horse 

owners is simple: vac-
cinate your animals and 
you can protect against 
West Nile Virus,” said 
State Veterinarian Dr. 
Tony Forshey. “Vaccines 
are a proven and effec-
tive prevention tool and 
I encourage all owners to 
talk to their veterinarian 
to learn how they can 
easily keep their animals 
healthy.”

In addition to vac-

cinations, horse owners 
should work to reduce 
the mosquito population 
and eliminate possible 
breeding areas. Recom-
mendations include: 
removing stagnant water 
sources; keeping animals 
inside during the bugs’ 
feeding times, which 
are typically early in the 
morning and evening; 
and using mosquito repel-
lents.

West Nile Virus confirmed in Ohio horses
Diseases spread by mosquitoes are preventable in horses with proper vaccination
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that lasts
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*Complete Water Systems 
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900 Birch Rd. • Xenia, Ohio
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which is immense, and 
just be.”

Simon works on many 
other gardens and was 
the Master Gardener 
Volunteer of the Year two 
years ago.

About the garden
When Simon started 

the Friends Garden nine 
years ago, the ground was 
not level and was filled 
with construction debris 
from a nearby building 
that was knocked down. 
The space was filled with 
weeds and a lot of “unsafe 
things,” according to 
Simon.

The garden started 
with four raised beds 
on a cleared spot at the 
front of the area, debris 
still piled high behind it. 
Simon said that they con-
tinued like this for two 
years and then she had a 
friend bring a tractor and 
completely graded the 
area — but unfortunately, 
the debris would have 
ruined his tractor. Corna 
Kokosing Construction 
Company ended up bring-
ing in their heavy machin-
ery and cleared and lev-
eled the entire area.

Most of everything 
at the garden has been 
donated or obtained 
through grants. “If some-
body gives me something, 

I plant it,” said Simon. 
This year, they applied for 
a grant through Franklin 
County Soil and Water, 
which gave them enough 
money to add a native 
plant area to the garden, 
along the back wall.

Simon said that they 
have had very little van-
dalism in the garden.

“I always try to have 
food,” said Simon, who 
made the food displayed 
and shared at the event. 
“Food is another thing 
because you sit down and 
you share a meal togeth-
er. They talk.”

The garden also fea-
tures a medicine wheel, 
which represents differ-
ent races of the world, 
colors including white, 
yellow, red and purple. 

All of the plants in the 
medicine garden are 
medicinal.

“One of the purposes 
of this medicine wheel is 
that they’re usually divid-
ed into four quadrants, 
and the four quadrants 
are done in different 
colors to represent all 
the races of the world,” 
said Simon. “One of the 
major reasons to have 
that there is it’s inclusive. 
It includes all the races of 
the world.”

Art and community
Adding to the garden’s 

aesthetic, two works of 
art stand tall at the back 
of the Friends Garden. 
One features a butterfly 
by Terry Althouse and 
the other several colors 

and plants by Phoebe 
Kellerman. Both of the 
artists attended the 
event.

A third piece of art, by 
Jason Gray, was added 
in the beginning of Sep-
tember. Gray also made 
the new sign that says 
“Friends Garden” at the 
front of the garden.

Referring to the 
“Friends Garden” sign, 
Simon said, “That’s what 
this garden is all about. 
It’s about relationships 
and if you think about it 
that’s what life is about. 
This garden, particularly 
because of where it’s at, 
relationships are really 
key for everybody in this 
neighborhood.”

William Mattis of 
Troop 474, who meets 

at Overbrook on high 
Street, is on his way to 
become an Eagle Scout. 
he completed his final 
community project at the 
Friends Garden.

On Aug. 26, Mattis, 
along with 14 volunteers, 
including several 
gardeners and Boy Scouts 
from his troop, installed a 
table and two benches in 
between the birdhouses in 
the garden. The table has 
inlays of a checkerboard, 
and according to Simon, 
Big Lots donated checker 
pieces and other board 
games for this table.

Mattis’s project also 
included a free library 
for the Friends Garden. 
“The free library is going 

to be a godsend here,” 
said Simon. “As the Free 
Library was being set, 5 
young children came and 
chose books, crayons and 
paper! It was perfect.”

“I love building stuff 
in my free time, and I 
like work on cars. I loved 
the idea of building 
something really cool and 
sustainable,” said Mattis. 
“We came out to the lot 
[garden] and we were just 
blown away by everything 
here.”

Mattis is a senior at 
Metro Early College 
Middle and high School, 
the STEM (science, 
technology, engineering 
and math) school 
connected with The Ohio 
State University.

“I really likes cars and 
the automotive field is 
where I really want to put 
all my marbles in,” said 
Mattis. “My mom loves to 
garden and that’s kind of 
rubbed off on me a little 
bit. I’ve been thinking 
of starting up a little 
garden.”

What’s next?
Eventually all of the 

raised beds will be tran-
sitioned from wood to 
stone.

Visit the garden 
October 6 for the Art 
and harvest Day at the 
Friends of the homeless 
Garden from 12 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. There will be 
local artists selling their 
paintings and local musi-
cians and free food.

photos by amanda rockhold | rural life today
new “Friends Garden” sign, made by Jason Gray. Acrylic painting by Phoebe 

Kellerman in the Friends of the 
homeless Garden.
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small and producers of major 
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improve their operations at 
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At SOMC, you get the personalized 
care of a better heart and lung surgical 

team, so you can get better care close to 
home. Focusing on Minimally Invasive 

Surgery, Advanced Lung Procedures, 
State-of-the-art Vascular Surgical 

Techniques, and Open Heart Surgery. 

Heart & Lung Care

Advanced,
Personalized 

SOMC Heart & Vascular Associates 
1127th St., Braunlin Bldg., Suite 206
Portsmouth, OH 45662

For more information visit www.somc.org/betterteam/.  To schedule an appointment call 740-356-8772.
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