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Inside of swarm trap that Dwight Wells caught at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base near Dayton, Ohio.

Looking 
at hemp 
as a crop 
for Ohio 
Farmers

By Amanda Rockhold
arockhold@aimmediamidwest.
com

CINCINNATI — 
Hemp could be a hot 
new commodity for 
Ohio farmers in the 
near future.

In June, Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell (R-Ky.) 
succeeded in includ-
ing the Hemp Farming 
Act of 2018 in the 
Senate’s 2018 Farm 
Bill. The bill would 
remove hemp from the 
controlled substance 
list and enable it to be 
grown and cultivated 
as an agricultural com-
modity.

“[The Hemp Farm-
ing Act of 2018] could 
provide a new opportu-
nity for Ohio farmers 
in an exploding indus-
try,” said Robert Ryan, 
president and co-
founder, QC Infusion 
(brand name Queen 
City Hemp) of Cincin-
nati. “Hemp protein, 
CBD (cannabidiol) 
and fiber are all poten-
tial options for a vast 
supply chain. Looking 
at Kentucky’s leading 
example, people are 
looking for a new crop 
to replace current rota-
tions that are becom-
ing less viable like 
tobacco.”

The Senate and 
House farm bill ver-
sions will soon go to 
the Senate-House Con-
ference Committee, 
where the differences 
between the two bills 
will be addressed and 

By Amanda Rockhold
arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com

TROY — He was only 
seven years old when 
he encountered his first 
swarm. His fascination 
and love for the the honey 
bee buzzed on from there.

Now 78 years old and a 
retired engineer, Dwight 
Wells of Miami County 
serves as a leader in 
improving the life of Ohio 
honey bees, networking 
various areas of expertise 
in the bee world.

“I saw my first honey 
bee when I was five years 
old,” said Dwight Wells, 
president of the West 
Central Ohio Beekeep-
ers Association. “I didn’t 
know it was a honey bee.” 
He said the bee was on a 
dandelion that he picked. 
He went inside to show 
his mother and “when she 
saw the honey bee on the 
dandelion she went ballis-
tic. She was afraid of it.”

Wells grew up in west-
ern Pennsylvania. In 
school he raised honey 
bees for 4-H and he 
became a beekeeper in 
1954 and then in 1960, 
joined the air force at the 
height of the Cold War.

By the time his father 
sold the family farm in 

1986, the farm had been in 
the Wells family for more 
than 120 years. “I have a 
beehive that was made in 
the 1870s that my great 
grandfather had as a bee-
keeper,” said Wells.

Beekeepers suffer a 
40 to 50 percent average 
annual honey bee colony 
loss in the United States. 
There are five presidents 
in northwest Ohio who 
work together and have a 
similar philosophy on how 
they work with bees and 
Wells said that “it’s work-
ing.”

“In Ohio we’re starting 
to see good results,” said 
Wells. “In northwest Ohio, 
from Interstate 70 up to 
the Great Lakes, from 
Indiana over to — you 
draw a line from Sandusky 
down to Madison County. 
That quadrant of Ohio, we 
lost about 25 percent of 
our bees over last winter. 
The rest of the state lost 
anywhere from 80 to 100 
percent.”

He added that they have 
been bringing in as little 
packaged bees as possible. 
He said that packaged 
bees from southern west-
ern states bring in patho-
gens and bees that are not 
adapted to the Ohio envi-
ronment.

How can people help?
“If you’re a non-beekeep-

er, you can help pollinators 
and bees by planting flow-
ers, and not using a lot 
of chemicals,” said Wells. 
“The farmers are getting 
dinged a lot because they 
have to use chemicals to 
control the insects.” But 
he alluded to the fact that 
people who use harsh 
chemicals on their lawns 
and flowerbeds are also 
offenders. “That’s a major 
problem,” he said.

Wells said that every 
year there are about 1,000 
people who start beekeep-
ing, but in that same year 
there are about 1,000 peo-
ple who leave beekeeping. 
There’s a lot of people who 
are getting into beekeep-
ing because they want to 
help the honeybees. How-
ever, many of these people 
leave because “they failed 
after three or four years 
because they’re not trained 
properly and they kills the 
bees,” said Wells.

He said that new bee-
keepers have to have 
enough time.

“If you’re going to get a 
colony of bees you need to 
understand that colony of 
bees is just like if you get 

History of the 
Madison County 
Fairgrounds
Staff report

In 1846, the Clark and Madison County Agri-
cultural Society was organized. Fairs were held 
alternately in South Charleston and London. 
The last fair of this combined effort was held 
Oct. 6-8, 1852, in London. On Nov. 13, 1852, 
the following agricultural notice was published 
in the Madison Reveille: “We, the undersigned 
citizens of Madison County, are in favor of calling 
a county convention, for the purpose of organiz-
ing a county agricultural society, within and for 
Madison County, separate and apart from Clark 
County; and recommend such convention be held 
Saturday, the 20th day of November, 1852.”

The notice was signed by 38 citizens of Madi-
son County. In response to this call, a large and 
enthusiastic meeting of farmers, mechanics and 
businessmen took place Nov. 20, 1852, in Lon-
don. It was explained in the meeting that the 
object was to dissolve the connection which had 
existed with Clark County in an agricultural soci-
ety and to organize such a society for Madison 
County alone. The necessity of such a course was 
due to the fact that the fairs were held in Clark 
County “except occasionally by special favors, 
and by private individuals at London defraying 
certain expenses.”

Consequently, a large portion of Madison 
County was excluded from its benefits by being 
so remote from the point where the fairs were 
held. It was noted in the meeting that Madison 
County contained the elements “within herself” 
to produce the best agricultural exhibitions of any 
county in the state. It was resolved to proceed to 
organize a Madison County Agricultural Society 
and elect officers for president, vice president, 
treasurer, secretary, and five directors. The first 
board of the society consisted of: President, 
Richard Cowling; Vice President, Dr. J. Strutson; 
Treasurer, John Rouse; Secretary, W. H. Creigh-
ton; with John H. Findlay, John T. Maxey, John G. 
Dun, Jesse Watson, and Jonathon Farrar serving 
as directors. The first fair of the Madison County 
Agricultural Society took place on Sept. 28-29, 
1853, in London. The day prior to the opening 
of the fair the sale of the imported thoroughbred 
stock, brought from Europe a short time before, 
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Technology continually 
changes the world as we 
know it – as does taste 
in style and fashion. You 
probably already knew 
that.

On the technology side, 
phone lines are almost a 
thing of the past. News-
papers and magazines are 
spiraling around the print 
shop drain. Blockbuster, 
once a video entertain-
ment behemoth, is down 

to its last store – in Bend, 
Oregon – after two stores 
closed in Alaska, in July. 
Like many people, Kris 
and I rarely use our DVD 
player.

And on the style front, 
millennials and some of 
us old fogeys now are into 
body art. I am not talking 
about having a small tiger 
on my butt cheek. Rather, 
I’m referring to people 
who go for full-scale tat-

too art on their legs, 
arms, chest – even 
face. I formerly 
thought this was a 
fad: the need to dec-
orate our bodies to 
make us noteworthy 
to others. Now, I think it 
has gotten out of hand.

Pet owners find it fash-
ionable to adorn their 
furry friends in hoodies 
and booties. It’s even 
common to see little foo-

foo dogs in bon-
nets, Easter outfits 
and rain gear that 
costs as much as 
tickets to an OSU 
football game.

And pets are get-
ting plastic surgery. First, 
it was just Dane or boxer 
pups getting their ears 
cropped to stand erect. 
Then owners wanted 
their dogs to have more 
pointed, erect ears that 
almost defy gravity.

My late wife and vet-
erinary medicine partner, 
Dr. Judy, occasionally 
performed these surgeries 
upon request, although I 
know she wasn’t thrilled 
with the idea. The word 
was out that she was an 
artist in performing these 
cosmetic surgeries. But 
she eventually stopped 
doing ear crops. Fortu-
nately, animal welfare 
awareness is gradually 
changing the mindset of 
the pointy-eared breed 
owners. Frankly, there 
isn’t any animal health 
justification for cosmetic 
ear cropping.

Now we’re on to a new 
wave of cosmetic pet 
surgeries – including one 
that is becoming popular 
for male pets (The Secret 

Price of Pets, P. Halde-
man, NY Times, July 4, 
2018). More than 500,000 
dogs and other animal 
species have had this new 
procedure, which was 
first introduced in 1995.

The procedure? Dog 
owners are having fake 
silicone testicles, patent-
ed as Neuticles, inserted 
into the scrotum of 
their neutered boy dogs. 
Apparently, so their dogs 
look like real studs, to 
protect their self-esteem.

Kim Kardashian West’s 
boxer sports Neuticles, 
as did Larry Flynt’s 
Dobermans. Apparently, 
these implants also help 
soothe the guilt of own-
ers who worry they may 
damage their beloved 
pet’s psyche. Allegedly, 
Neuticles are effective in 
curing the young male 
dog that approaches 
everyone with a tail-
wagging greeting before 
latching onto their leg. 
With Neuticles, Old Shep 
no longer has to feel like 
a eunuch.

Not only canines and 
felines are receiving 
these implants. The pro-
cedure also has been per-
formed on an elephant, 
prairie dogs and a mon-

key. But most Neuticles 
are implanted in dogs.

This surgery allows 
Old Shep to grow old 
with grace and confi-
dence for those times he 
meets a strange dog on 
the street. He’ll be able 
to hold his tail up proud-
ly as he struts around 
to give other dogs the 
signal that he isn’t to be 
messed with. He’ll have 
what it takes to intimi-
date them.

In the old days I 
smiled when a couple of 
my horse clients drove 
pickup trucks acces-
sorized with a large set 
of flesh-colored “neu-
ticles” swinging off the 
rear bumper hitch. Now 
owners of neutered boy 
dogs can do the same 
kind of thing with their 
canines.

Oh, I almost forgot. 
The makers of Neuticles 
may think they own the 
name of their patented 
product, but Kasche, 
our six-year-old grand-
son coming home from 
school, asked his grand-
mother (my wife, Kris-
ten) did she know that 
boys had “neuticles” and 
girls have “vaginacles.” 
Kris was speechless.
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Neuticles, will they prevent sheep from cowering in public?
Don 
sanders
Contributing 
columnist

Cooking with a milk allergy
Darla 
Cabe
Contributing 
columnist

When Sue Stapleton’s 
six daughters were 
little girls, the family 
was gathered at the din-
ner table sharing their 
evening meal. It was 
young Megan’s turn for 
the “I Spy” game that was 
going on during dinner. 
Megan said “I spy, with 
my little eye something 
that is gross!” The fam-
ily tried to guess and 
Megan said “Vegetables!” 
While most children (and 
even some adults) might 
agree with Megan, it’s 
not vegetables that are a 
challenge nowadays for 

Sue, but milk. Diagnosed 
as someone with a milk 
allergy changed the way 
Sue planned and prepared 
food for herself and her 
family.

“I used to cook very 
quick meals using con-
densed soups and cheese. 
I didn’t really know how 
to cook without using 
dairy. When you evaluate 
every ingredient you soon 
realize nearly everything 
has milk in it! Now I try 
to eat as many fresh and 
raw things as I can, but 
that requires planning, 
time, more trips to the 

store and money,” 
says Sue. “If I don’t 
plan well, we end 
up throwing out 
those beautiful 
fresh fruits and 
vegetables because 
they don’t stay fresh very 
long! We simply do the 
best we can.”

Sue grew up on a farm 
in northern New York 
State. Her family owned 
one of the largest chicken 
farms in the state, hous-
ing about 40,000 laying 
chickens, which produced 
between two and three 
thousand eggs a day.

“It provided lots 
of opportunity for 
work!” Sue declares. 
“In the spring, we 
would get a truck-
load of soft baby 
chicks. As I remem-

ber, it was usually around 
1,500 of them. We had a 
special part of the barn 
with lights to keep them 
warm. I had to change 
the water and feed them. 
That was a delight for 
me!” Later when Sue was 
a young teen, the family 
started a dairy farm, hav-
ing no idea the irony of 
the situation that their 

farm daughter Sue was 
allergic to milk.

“My parents were 
dedicated members of 
4-H. My mother was a 
leader and that is where 
I remember learning how 
to cook. We had cooking 
classes and competitions. 
The most exciting was 
the County Fair,” says 
Sue. Sue did well and 
came home several times 
with blue ribbons. And 
while she says she enjoys 
cooking, she thinks it is 
because of the end result 
— the eating!

“I like the result more 

than I do the process,” 
she says with a bright 
smile. “I love to make 
a main dish and have it 
taste great and at the 
same time be healthy. 
That is the most reward-
ing part of cooking.”

Since Sue’s girls are 
grown and most of them 
gone from home, this 
happy homemaker has a 
little more time for walks 
in her quiet, country 
neighborhood. The home 
she shares with her hus-
band of 40 years, Steve, 

See MILK | 5
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resolved. The current 
farm bill expires Septem-
ber 30, 2018. If the pro-
posed hemp legislation 
passes through the final 
farm bill, then states will 
have the option to imple-
ment hemp programs.

“The way the McCon-
nell amendment is writ-
ten, the state gets that 
option to have that pri-
mary regulatory author-
ity,” said Peggy Kirk-Hall, 
associate professor and 
director, OSU Agricul-
tural and Resource Law 
Program.

Hall said the added 
provision in the farm 
bill amendment would 
allow the United States 
Department of Agricul-
ture to license produc-
ers in states that didn’t 
choose to exercise a hemp 
program. “That is very 
favorable to farmers,” 
said Hall.

ER Beach, Owner, 
Hemptations, Planet 
EveryWear, and Tohi Spa 
in Cincinnati, said that he 
wasn’t surprised when the 
2018 Hemp Farming Act 
of 2018 was included in 
the Senate Farm Bill.

“The industry has 
proven in the states legal 
to grow over the last four 
years that this is a viable, 
non threatening crop that 
every farmer should have 
the choice to sow,” said 
Beach.

The 2014 Farm Bill (or 
the Agricultural Act of 
2015) included a section 
that allows for industrial 
hemp to be grown in cer-
tain circumstances.

“With the 2014 Farm 
Bill passing the US is 
growing thousands of 
acres across the country. 
The CBD industry is help-
ing with this, as well,” 
said Beach. “Selling hemp 
goods that were grown 
and processed in the US 
is something we take a lot 
of pride in these days.”

Similar legislation as 
the Hemp Farming Act 
has been proposed in 
the past, but has gained 
little traction. Hall said 
that the legislation has 

a better chance of being 
passed since it’s in the 
Senate’s version of the 
farm bill.

“Just in the CBD space 
alone, there is incredible 
opportunities. CBD is 
described as the “white 
hot” ingredient right now 
for it’s perceived health 
benefits,” said Ryan. “We 
are only beginning to 
understand the positive 
implications Hemp can 
have on our health and 
well being.”

Misconceptions
Hemp is not marijuana. 

This is the most common 
misconception, according 
to Ryan.

“I am unsure who 
would be against hemp in 
this day and age, except 
those uneducated on 
the subject,” said Ryan. 
“Some people still think 
Marijuana and Hemp 
are the same plant. This 
is why 90 percent of my 
focus is education.”

Hemp and marijuana 
stem from the same spe-
cies of plant (Cannabis 
sativa L.). However, hemp 
does not have the “high” 
or psychoactive effects 
of marijuana. Marijuana 
typically contains 3 to 15 
percent of the psychoac-
tive ingredient delta-
9-tetrahydrocannabinol 
(THC) on a dry-weight 
basis, while industrial 
hemp contains less than 
1 percent, according to 

Ohio Rights Group web-
site.

Both THC and CBD are 
cannabinoids, and canna-
binoids are found in can-
nabis plants. CBD comes 
from hemp and does not 
have the psychoactive 
“high” that comes from 
marijuana, or THC.

“The industry is cur-
rently plagued with mis-
understandings in regards 
to the intent of the 2014 
farm bill,” said Ryan. 
“Since Marijuana is con-
sidered a controlled sub-
stance, Hemp has been 
lumped in even though 
the legislative intent of 
the 2014 farm bill was to 
separate it. I am hopeful 
this new version will pass 
and some of the pitfalls 
the industry is currently 
facing will be put behind 
us.”

Hemp as a crop
“Farmers need all the 

support we can give them 
as they have one of the 
most critical roles in our 
country,” said Ryan.

According to Beach 
passing the Hemp Farm 
Act of 2018 would pro-
vide an opportunity for 
Ohio farmers to add 
hemp to rotation without 
needing chemicals.

“There are no known 
pests that effect the 
[hemp] crop when its 
being grown for grain or 
fiber. It tends to grow so 
quickly that weeds are 

choked out,” said Beach. 
“Hemp has a long tap 
root system and has also 
seen promise for phytore-
mediation. As a nitrogen 
depleting plant it would 
be rotated appropriately, 
say in place of soy.”

Phytoremediation 
refers to the technologies 
that use living plants to 
clean up soil, air, and 
water contaminated with 
hazardous contaminants.

“Small farming is 
becoming more alluring 
these days and even a 
couple of acres of hemp 
grain could add to the 
regenerative idea, pro-
viding a livestock feed, 
human feed, and product 
to sell to the public,” said 
Beach.

Other uses of hemp 
include protein, medicine, 
fiber and grain. Beach 
said that hemp “can be 
woven a smooth as silk or 
as rough as burlap.”

Beach also believes that 
hemp could replace cot-
ton, which he said, “uses 
a huge amount of chemi-
cals from seed to sale and 
its water consumption 
is also enormous. Hemp 
could wipe that out with a 
superior end product.”

Hall said from the legal 
side, hemp could offer 
farmers another oppor-
tunity to diversify their 
farms, which she said is 
important with where the 
farm economy is today.

“Let’s look at this 

[hemp] as a crop, as a 
commodity, and not as a 
drug,” said Hall.

Health benefits
“There are those who 

believe CBD should be 
treated as a drug and only 
approved through the 
FDA. I believe we need 
both cannabis derived 
pharmaceuticals as well 
as dietary supplements 
and food,” said Ryan. 
“Our food supply has 
been devoid of natural 
cannabinoids, which 
research is indicating that 
may be the reason our 
country isn’t as healthy as 
it can be.”

Ryan said that there are 
several potential benefits 
of hemp including but not 
limited to:

1) Limiting the side 
effects associated with 
THC consumption (CBD 
modulates the receptor 
site where THC binds);

2) Acts as an SSRI 
(Selective Serotonin 
Reuptake Inhibitor). It 
delays the reuptake of 
serotonin increasing the 
availability in the syn-
apses which can improve 
mood and reduce anxiety;

3) Can directly bind to 
CB receptors to produce 
the anti-anxiety effect; 
and

4) Directly acts on 
TRPV1 receptors which 
mediate pain perception 
and inflammation (Anan-
damide also binds to this 
receptor).

Previous legislation
The 2014 Farm Bill 

included a section that 
allows for industrial 
hemp to be grown in cer-
tain circumstances, such 
as research purposes or 
if state law permits the 
growing of industrial 
hemp.

According to an 
Ohio State blog writ-
ten by Written by Ellen 
Essman, Sr. Research 
Assoc., Agricultural & 
Resource Law Program, 
“The federal law only 
permits hemp to be 
grown, cultivated, stud-
ied, and marketed under 
the guidance of institu-
tions of higher education 
located in the state or 
the state department of 

agriculture.”
Since the passing of 

the 2014 Farm Bill 26 
states have implemented 
legislation allowing for 
industrial hemp research 
and pilot programs. 
Ohio is not one of these 
states.

According to the Unit-
ed States Department of 
Agriculture website, the 
term “industrial hemp” 
“includes the plant 
Cannabis sativa L. and 
any part or derivative 
of such plant, includ-
ing seeds of such plant, 
whether growing or not, 
that is used exclusively 
for industrial purposes 
(fiber and seed) with a 
THC concentration of no 
more than 0.3 percent 
on a dry weight basis.”

Queen City Hemp
QC Infusion manu-

facturers hemp based 
CBD products including 
tinctures, vape products, 
topical salve and infused 
seltzer water under the 
brand name Queen City 
Hemp.

Ryan and his team 
source most of their 
domestic hemp from Col-
orado and Kentucky, both 
states that have opted 
into permitting hemp 
pilot programs since the 
2014 Farm Bill. Their 
largest importer for hemp 
is Canada.

Ryan works on the 
research and develop-
ment side of the business, 
his primary role product 
formulation, research and 
education.

QC Infusion is the only 
hemp product manufac-
turer in the United States. 
They operate with seven 
employees out of the 
Findlay Kitchen in Cincin-
nati, about a 120-square-
foot space. However, 
they plan to upgrade to a 
3,000-square-foot space 
by this November.

For more information 
visit: www.qcinfusion.
com

For more information 
about Hemptations visit: 
www.hemptations.com

For more information 
about industrial hemp 
visit: www.ohiorights-
group.info/industrial-
hemp

Amanda Rockhold | Rural life today 
Robert Ryan of Queen City Hemp in Cincinnati at the Findlay Market. With him are Queen City Products, 
CBD seltzers, tincture and salve.

from page 1
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By Andrew Garrett
agarrett@aimmediamidwest.com

The 129th annual 
Madison County Fair 
kicked off with its open-
ing ceremony at noon on 
Sunday, July 8.

Seventeen-year-old 
Haley Henry gave a fine 
rendition of the national 
anthem, garnering acco-
lades of “Very pretty!” 
from listeners.

A selection of state, 
county, and city officiants 
took turns greeting the 
crowd during the cer-
emony.

State Sen. Bob Hackett 
announced that he had a 
proclamation and thanked 
the commissioners and 
fair board for all of the 
time and resources they 
have dedicated to the suc-
cess of the fair.

County Engineer Bryan 
Dhume spoke about all of 
the work that was done 
behind the scenes in 
preparation of the fair’s 
opening.

Dhume’s father, County 
Commissioner David 

Dhume, said that he was 
saddened that this would 
be his last fair as commis-
sioner, but wished every-
one a good time.

Former county com-
missioner Paul Gross 
introduced a few World 
War II and Korea Conflict 
veterans to the assem-
blage; Loretta Weimer, 
Dale Vance, Lee Forrest, 
and Trafford Ream waved 
and smiled before being 
applauded by the crowd.

Later that evening, the 
competition for 2018 

Junior Fair royalty was 
held at the packed Della 
Selsor building.

A number of young 
women (and one young 
man) gathered backstage 
in their formal wear, each 
awaiting their turn to 
pose along the runway.

Last year’s Junior Fair 
Queen asked each con-
testant a number of ques-
tions, some of which were 
selected at random from 
a “fishbowl” and many of 
which pertained in some 
way to 4-H or the Madi-

son County Fair.
The ladies (and gentle-

man) were then assessed 
on such things as speak-
ing ability and the 
thoughtfulness of their 
answers by judges Nancy 
LeBeau and Robin Hile-
man.

After deliberating, 
Whitney Stires was 
named 2018 Junior Fair 
Queen and Ben Shuler 
the King.

Reach Andrew garrett at 740-852-
1616, ext. 1616.

Madison County fair kicks off
King and queen 
also announced

London Mayor Pat Closser addresses the crowd at the opening 
ceremony of the Madison County Fair July 8. Also pictured are 
county commissioner David Dhume, left, and Darrell Champer, right, 
fair board president. Photos by Andrew garrett | the madison Press

Rides await their riders at the Madison County Fair on sunday night, July 8.

Madison County Jr. Fair Royalty pose in the Della selsor building 
July 8, after the crowning of king and queen. From left are: savanah 
Garverick, equine Ambassador; Bryanna Dodds, Poultry Ambassador; 
Kayden Warnock, Junior Fair Princess; Callie Jenkins, Princess First 
Attendant; Ben shuler, Junior Fair King; Whitney stires, Junior Fair 
Queen; skylar stewart, Queen First Attendant; Madison shaw, Rabbit 
Ambassador; and Jacqueline Lauer, special Interest Ambassador.



 Rural Life today – West Central ohio – August 2018        5

sits pleasantly on a small 
knoll. “From the swing on 
our front porch, we can 
look down the yard and 
watch our willow trees 
sway in the breeze and 
listen to the water falling 
in the fountain. To me 
it is the most beautiful 
and relaxing place in the 
world.”

Growing up in a small 
farming community, she 
never enjoyed city life 
but certainly does enjoy 
her rural neighborhood. 
“There are some wonder-
ful people,” Sue shares. 
“The best part of country 
living is the people.” 
Every summer the friends 
gather for a traditional 
cookout, with good food 
and time to catch up on 
each other’s lives. When 
there have been deaths or 
illnesses, the neighbors 
get together and bring in 
meals or do whatever is 
needed to help the affect-
ed family.

Whether with neigh-
bors, friends from church, 
or other acquaintances, 
Sue shares her love of 
food and healthy cooking. 
Hippocrates is credited 
with saying “Let food 
be thy medicine and 
medicine be thy food.” No 
matter who really said it, 
Sue believes there is truth 
to it.

“Our bodies require the 
right things to function 
properly. We have minds 
and reason and power to 
make choices, so we have 
the ability and respon-
sibility to take care of 
ourselves by the way, how 
much and what kinds of 
foods we eat,” Sue says. 
“As we do, we will feel 
better and in some cases 

even act better.”
For Sue, that means she 

avoids dairy products, 
but that doesn’t mean 
her menus are dull or 
not tasty. She continues 
to explore and re-make 
recipes. She tries new 
things too as she prepares 
dishes for her neighbors 
and family. She feels 
satisfaction in her role as 
homemaker and although 
it takes a lot of energy 
and much of her time, her 
husband, daughters and 
grandchildren are where 
her heart is. Although 
Sue has had other jobs in 
her life, she says “There 
is nothing like creating 
a beautiful home with 
a comfortable environ-
ment.”

Creamy sun-dried tomato 
paleo baked chicken

Ingredients:
• 1/4 cup Unmodified 

Potato Starch (or Tapioca 
Starch or Corn Starch if 
you don’t eat Paleo) 

• 1 Tbsp Real Salt
• 1 tsp Freshly Ground 

Pepper • 8 Chicken 
thighs (bone-in, skin 
removed) • 3 Tbsp Extra 
Virgin Olive Oil (divided)

• 1 Yellow Onion 
(Sliced thinly) • 3/4 cup 
Sliced Sun-dried Toma-
toes (not packed in oil)

• 1 Tbsp Garlic 
(minced) • 1 tsp Ital-
ian Seasoning (oregano, 
thyme, parsley) • large 
pinch Red Pepper Flakes 
• 13.5 oz can Coconut 
Milk • 1 cup Chicken 
Stock (or Broth)

• Basil (shredded, to 
top)

Instructions: 
1. Mix together the 

potato or tapioca starch, 
salt, and pepper in a 
medium sized bowl. Toss 
the chicken thighs in the 

mixture until fully coated.
2. Preheat oven to 400 

degrees F 3. Heat 2 T. of 
the Olive Oil in a large 
oven-proof frying pan 
or ceramic coated dutch 
oven. Add the chicken, 
four pieces at a time, 
and brown on each side. 
When the chicken is all 
browned, remove it and 
set it aside.

4. Add the remaining 
1 T. of oil to the pan and 
heat to medium/high. 
Add the sliced onion and 
saute for 2 minutes. Add 
the sun-dried tomatoes, 
garlic, Italian Seasoning, 
and red pepper and saute 
for another 30 seconds. 5. 
Add the coconut milk and 
chicken broth and bring 
to a boil.

6. Add the chicken 
back into the sauce, 
scooping the onions and 
tomatoes over the top of 
the chicken. Try to fit the 
chicken in a single layer, 
if possible.

7. Cover pan with a 
lid (make sure it is oven 
safe) and place it in the 
oven. Cook for 45 min-
utes at 400 degrees. After 
45 minutes, reduce the 
heat to 300 and cook for 
another 20 minutes.

8. Remove from the 
oven and top with shred-
ded basil just before serv-
ing.

Zucchini Noodles with 
Creamy Avocado Pesto

Serves: 8 Servings

Ingredients:
• 6 large zucchini, spi-

ralized
• 1 Tbsp olive oil
For the Sauce:
• 2 ripe avocados
• 1 cup fresh basil 

leaves
• 3 cloves garlic
• ¼ cup pine nuts
• 2 Tbsp lemon juice
• ½ tsp. sea salt
• 3 Tbsp olive oil

• Cracked black pep-
per, to taste

Instructions:
1. Spiralize your zucchi-

ni and set aside on paper 
towels so that any excess 
water is soaked up.

2. In a food proces-
sor, add avocados, basil 
leaves, garlic, pine nuts, 
lemon juice and sea salt 
and pulse until finely 
chopped. Then with the 
motor still running, add 
olive oil in a slow stream 
until emulsified and 
creamy.

3. Drizzle olive oil in a 
large skillet over medium 
high heat then add zuc-
chini noodles, cooking for 
about 1 to 2 minutes until 
tender.

4. Add zucchini noodles 
to a large bowl and toss 
with avocado pesto. Sea-
son with cracked pepper 
and a little Parmesan, 
serve and enjoy!

Healthy Fudgy Brownie 
Bites

Ingredients:
2/3 cup cashews (I 

use raw, unsalted, whole 
from Trader Joe’s) 1/3 
cup unsweetened natural 
cocoa powder 1 cup soft, 
moist medjool dates, pit-
ted and loosely packed (I 
used 20 medium dates) 1 
tablespoon vanilla extract 
1 to 4 tablespoons agave 
nectar, or as necessary 
(maple syrup, honey, 

yacon, or corn syrup 
may be substituted but 
all impart more flavor 
than agave) sprinkles for 
dredging, optional (many 
brands are inherently 
vegan)

Directions:
1. To the canister of a 

food processor or Vita-
Mix (I prefer my food 
processor for this job), 
add the cashews, cocoa 
powder, and blend to pul-
verize into fine crumbs, 
about 15 seconds. Do 
not over-process because 
you will make chocolate-
cashew butter very 
quickly.

2. Add the dates, vanil-
la, and process until mix-
ture begins to combine. 
It’s likely the mixture will 
be sandy, coarse and not 
combining. As necessary 
to get it to combine, add 
agave, one tablespoon at a 
time, pulsing to incorpo-
rate after each addition.

3. You’ll know the con-
sistency is right when 
the dough combines into 
a softball-sized mound 
and the mound travels 
around the canister in 
one big ball. It will still 
be tacky and sticky, 
but it shouldn’t be wet 
and sloppy. Dough that 
resembles the consis-
tency of nut butter is 
too runny and loose and 
dry ingredients must be 
added to help it solidify. 

Add a tablespoon or two 
more cocoa powder or 
cashews, as necessary, 
to dry out the dough. 
Dough that’s too pebbly, 
dry, or sandy will benefit 
from another couple 
dates or tablespoon of 
agave, as necessary, to 
moisten it.

4. Transfer dough to a 
plate or bowl, cover with 
plastic wrap, and refrig-
erate for at least 2 hours, 
up to 1 week, before 
rolling into balls. Dough 
that’s warm is difficult to 
work with; it’s stickier, 
messier, and it leaves a 
chocolate paste-like layer 
on your hands. Wait 
until it’s chilled before 
pulling off small hunks 
and rolling between 
palms until smooth. 
Work quickly because 
the warmer the dough 
gets, the harder it is to 
roll. I roll the balls about 
3/4-inch in diameter, up 
to 1-inch.

5. Optionally, dredge 
balls through sprinkles. 
This has the added ben-
efit of absorbing some of 
the tackiness or sticki-
ness of the dough.

6. I prefer the bites 
chilled and store them 
in the refrigerator. Bites 
will keep in an airtight 
container at room tem-
perature for many weeks, 
or in the refrigerator for 
many months, or in the 
freezer for 6+ months.

from page 2

Milk

a lamb, a piglet, or a calf. 
You have the same type of 
responsibilities to those 
bees,” said Wells.” He 
added that many people 
get them and don’t take 
care of them.

“I’ve developed the love 
of the honey bees,” said 
Wells.

Bees back in the day
In 1960 Wells joined 

the air force, working 
with electronics and radar 
stations. Then after the 
air force he worked as 
an engineer at General 
Motors, bringing people 
to work together on 
projects and giving pre-
sentations. In 2008 Wells 
retired from General 
Motors and got back into 
beekeeping. He said that 
he’s always looking for 
team players.

“I would not be doing 
what I’m doing today 
if I didn’t have all the 
experiences and my 

background,” said Wells, 
referring to his work in 
electronics, presentations, 
and coordinating people 
to work together.

“The honey bees I saw 
in 2008 were not the 
same type of bees I saw 
back in the old days,” said 
Wells.

He said that in the 
1970s row crops and 
pesticides wiped out a lot 
of bees, as there was less 
nutrition for the bees.

“When that happened 
by 1980 the nutrition for 
the pollinators, especially 
honey bees, was very, 
very low compared to 
what it had been 10-15 
years earlier,” said Wells. 
“That was a major hit for 
the bees.”

Today some farmers are 
dedicating areas of their 
crops just for flowers. 
This helps the bees find 
nutrition and help polli-
nate soybeans.

Some of Wells’ project 
include working with 
various universities, 
including Ohio State, 
Central State University 

and Purdue University; 
USDA Sustainable Agri-
culture Research and 
Education (SARE) grant 
and program; Propolis 
Project; Feral Swarm 
Traps; Heartland Honey 

Bee Breeders Coopera-
tive; Wright Patterson 
Air Force Base project; 
Ohio State Fair Honey 
Bee Pavilion; Farm Sci-
ence Review; and many 
more.

from page 1

Bees

Dwight Wells, president of the West Central Ohio Beekeepers 
Association at the Ohio state Fair, speaking in the Honey Bee 
Pavilion.

Submitted Photos
swarm trap that Dwight Wells used to catch a swarm at Wright-
Patterson Air Force Base near Dayton, Ohio.

found on the far 
Buzz Saw! 

Saws like the one 
pictured at rig ht at the 

Molly Caren Agriculture 
Center's museum near 
London, is also called 

a slab saw and a 
wealth of other names. 
It was commonly used 
to cut firewood. The 

saws were powered by 
stationary engines or 
fly-wheel equipped 

tractors. 

Tell a Friend ... 
to receive a subscription 

of Rural Life Today at home ...
Call 567.242.0452 

If you want to share a treasure from your farm, email a photo and information to gbrock@aimmediamidwest.com

www.somervillebank.com

Somerville Bank Full Service 
Banking

Seven Locations 
To Serve You

1131 N Barron, Eaton, Ohio
937-456-6939

5200 College Corner Pike
513-523-4310

3275 E. Main St., Richmond Ind.
1-888-654-5363

75 N. Brookwood, Hamilton, OH
513-892-3700

48 N. Main Camden, Ohio
937-452-3500

197 S. Main St., Somerville, OH  
513-726-6471

600 S. Barron, Eaton 937-456-5588

Pictured is an 1897 threshing machine made in 
Orrville, Ohio, Wayne County. This impressive 

example is presently housed in the new Buckeye 
Agricultural Museum and Educati on Center in 

Wooster. The museum is scheduled to open in May.

Threshing Machine
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AUGUST 2018
17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24 & 25

“Greatest County Fair on Earth”
Calendar of Events for 2018 Grandstand

Aug 17 11:30 a.m. Cheerleading Contest
 6:30 Harness Racing
Aug 18 11:30 a.m. and 6:30p.m. Harness Racing 
Aug 19 8:00 p.m. BIG AND RICH with special guest TRACY LAWRENCE 
Aug 20 7:00 p.m. Band Show 
Aug 21 10:00 a.m. DCTP Tractor Pull 
 7:00 p.m. NTPA Tractor Pull
Aug 22 11:00 a.m. Calf and other Animal Scramble
 5:30 p.m. Veteran’s Parade and Memorial Service 
 7:30 p.m. Harness Racing
Aug 23 10:00 a.m. Parade of Champions
 1:00 p.m. Family Fun Skidloader Rodeo 
 5:30 p.m. Harness Racing
Aug 24  4:00 p.m. Motorcycle Race Practice
 7:00 p.m. Motorcycle Races
Aug 25  7:00 p.m. Smash Up Demolition Derby

Visit us at our website http://darkecountyfair.com or call us at 937-548-5044 or 937-548-3821
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 Veteran’s Parade and Memorial Service  Veteran’s Parade and Memorial Service  Veteran’s Parade and Memorial Service 
  

Presale Ticket Pricing 
Tier 3: 
Prices are valid 
July 1 through August 13 
 1 day pass - not available 
 3 day pass - $55 
 5 day pass - $80 
 9 day pass - $120

By erik Martin
emartin@dailyadvocate.com

DARKE COUNTY — 
Local soybean farmers are 
being warned to closely 
watch their crops this 
season.

Sam Custer, Darke 
County Extension, Ohio 
State University, said 
“frogeye” leaf spots have 
been detected in Darke 
County’s soybean fields.

Custer reports in some 
fields in the area, the level 
of frogeye, detected by 
their small, gray spots 
with reddish-brown to 
purple borders, is quite 
high for this growth 
stage.

“Frogeye on susceptible 
varieties can lead to as 
much as a 30- or 40-per-
cent yield reduction,” 
he said. “This would be 
equivalent to a major 
drought.”

Anne E. Dorrance 
and Dennis Mills of the 
Department of Plant 
Pathology at Ohio State 
write frogeye leaf spot 
on soybeans has been 
occasionally diagnosed 
in Ohio but its “occur-
rence and severity have 
increased in the last five 
years.”

“Frogeye leaf spot is 
caused by the fungus, 
Cercospora sojina, and 

will survive on crop 
residue left on the soil 
surface,” they report. 
“Extended periods of 
wet weather during the 
growing season will 
favor disease develop-
ment. Rain splashing on 
the residue will carry 
spores to young leaves. 
It takes seven to 12 days 
after inoculation for 
symptom development 
depending on the tem-
perature.”

It is typically more 
prevalent in the southern 
United States in regions 
with warm, humid envi-
ronments, Dorrance and 
Mills said. Yield reduc-
tions from this disease 
have occurred in Ohio, 
and this disease also can 
reduce seed quality in 
food grade varieties and 
seed production fields.

One lesion in every 25 
feet of row may cause 
significant yield loss.

For further informa-
tion on preventative 
measures, contact 
Custer by phone at 937-
548-5215 or visit the 
Ohio State University 
Plant Pathology field 
crops website at https://
oardc.osu.edu/

the writer may be reached at 937-
569-4314. Join the conversation and 
get updates on facebook. Search 
darke County Sports or Advocate 
360. for more features online go to 
dailyadvocate.com.

erik martin | the daily Advocate
Darke County farmers are being advised to look for “frogeye” leaf spots on their soybeans. If not 
contained, frogeye may lead to a 30- or 40-percent yield reduction.

Soybean farmers warned of “frogeye”
By Michael Williamson
mwilliamson@aimmediamidwest.
com

MADISON COUNTY 
— For the second year 
in a row, Kosta Xenikis, 
15, was awarded the 
Grand Showman of 
Showmen at the 2018 
Madison County Fair.

The event, held July 
13 evening, saw eight 
showmen competing 
for the top title. Xenikis 
qualified for the com-
petition by being Beef 
Showman of Showmen.

Xenikis will be a 
sophomore at Madison-
Plains High School 
this fall, where he is an 
active FFA member. 
Competitors had to 
show all eight major 
livestock breeds which 
include a horse, pig, 
steer, lamb, goat, chick-
en, rabbit and a dairy 
cow.

Competitors in the 
annual grand showman-
ship contest are judged 
on their expertise in 
exhibiting.

Contest overseers 
try to maintain fair 
and equal footing by 
selecting similar breeds 
and animals of similar 
size and with similar 

temperaments — that 
requires handling the 
animals of others and 
those with which they 
may not be familiar.

Other winners for the 
evening were: Dalton 
Cunningham, Sheep 
Showman of Showmen; 
Haylee Henry Swine, 
Showman of Showmen; 
Kennedy Nickle, Rabbit 
Showman of Showmen; 
Amara Suchy, Poultry 
Showman of Showmen; 
J.T. Lemmerman, Dairy 
Showman of Showmen 
and Brooke Edwards, 
Horse Showman of 
Showmen.

Reach michael Williamson at 740-
852-1616, ext. 1619.

Xenikis named  
2018 Grand Showman
Second year win for Plains FFA student

Contributed photo
Kosta Xenikis
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small barn medium barn big barn

ansonia lumber has the right size barn for YOu! 
let our experienced staff help YOu

plan for YOur new barn today!

Visit us in person at
300 s. main st.

ansonia, OH 45303
937-337-3111

Visit us on the web: www.ansonialumber.com

41018552OH-70067197
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By Michael Williamson
mwilliamson@aimmediamidwest.
com

MADISON COUNTY 
— Pastime Park was 
once again packed and 
ready for the annual 
steam show.

The 69th annual 
Miami Valley Steam 
Threshers kicked off July 
12, beginning the four-
day event celebrating 
decades of classic farm 
machines. This year, 
the featured highlights 
include Ford tractors and 
other rare and unusual 
styles.

Also this year, the 
Steam Threshers Associ-
ation chose Carl Schrote 
as Grand Marshal for the 
2018 show. Schrote is a 
Union County resident, 
a U.S. Army veteran 
and lifelong farmer of 
the county. He began 
collecting and restoring 
tractors at a young age 
after developing an inter-
est through his grandfa-
ther’s running of steam 
engines.

“We want to thank 
Carl for everything he’s 
done over the years,” 

said Steam Threshers 
President Gary Gal-
limore. “He’s done so 
much.”

Several events were 
planned over the four 
days including the truck 
and tractor pulls July 14.

“On behalf of the Vil-
lage of Plain City, we 
welcome you again. Not 
only for what you do for 
the economy of the vil-
lage and the businesses 
but also the morale,” 
Mayor Darrin Lane said. 
“I know it’s something 

I look forward to every 
year.”

At the conclusion of 
the ceremony, the steam 
whistle blew marking the 
official start of the show.

“I would like to wel-

come everybody here 
this year,” said Galli-
more. “We hope every-
one has a safe show.”

Reach michael Williamson at 740-
852-1616, ext. 1619.

Annual Steam Threshers show opens
Carl Schrote named 
Grand Marshal

michael Williamson | the madison Press
One of a couple Ford tractors from the late 1940s, early ′50s models sits at Pastime Park in Plain City. 
Ford tractors are among the rare and unusual featured machines in the 2018 steam threshers show.

Angie Lester, of Plain City, sings the national anthem at the opening 
of the 2018 steam threshers, July 12.

Miami Valley steam threshers Association President Gary Gallimore, 
left, introduces Carl schrote, right, as Grand Marshal for the 2018 
show. schrote is a lifelong farmer and resident of union County. 
Also picture is Kevin studebaker.

“On behalf of the Village of Plain City, we 
welcome you again. not only for what you 
do for the economy of the village and the 
businesses but also the morale. I know it’s 
something I look forward to every year.”

— Darrin Lane,
mayor

OH-70067027
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TRAILER SALES & SUPPLY CO. 

11465 Mangen Rd., P.O. Box 312  •  Versailles, OH 45380

937-526-4057 • 866-217-7440
Visit our web site for current inventory: 

www.frenchtowntrailer.com
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Did you know?
The Farm Bill

The United States Farm Bill serves as a primary agriculture and food policy tool of the 
federal government, and is usually a bipartisan legislation. 

• The Farm Bill is a general term for the all-encompassing and wide-ranging legislation 
that typically goes through Congress every four or five years.

• The Farm Bill traces its roots back to The Great Depression, a tough time for 
American farmers.

• The farm bill got its start in 1933 as part of President Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s 
New Deal legislation. 

• The current Farm Bill, The Agriculture Act of 2014, is set to expire September 30, 
2018. 

• The 2014 Farm Bill consists of 12 titles that provide support for farmers and 
non-farmers, including: commodities; conservation; trade; nutrition; credit; rural 
development; research, extension, and related matters; forestry; energy; specialty 
crops and horticulture; crop insurance; and miscellaneous.

• The current 2014 Farm Bill cost almost $500 billion. 

• Members of Congress who sit on the Senate and House Committees on Agriculture, 
Nutrition, and Forestry hold the primary responsibility of drafting farm bills.

• Its three original goals were to keep food prices fair for farmers and consumers, 
ensure an adequate food supply, and protect and sustain the country’s vital natural 
resources. 

Sources: www.farmbill.farmflavor.com
www.sustainableagriculture.net/our-work/campaigns/fbcampaign/what-is-the-farm-bill
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12 MILES EAST OF RICHMOND, INDIANA ON SCENIC RT. 40

Western Wear ~Trailer Sales

Backhoe, implement, skid loader, dump, carhaulers 
& utility trailers in stock & ready to work. 

We specialize in hitches, trailer repair, parts & accessories
See our inventory online at www.rodeoshop.com

Before you buy -- give us a try!
See Don -- He can save you money!

(937) 678-4981
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Before you buy -- give us a try!

took place and gave the 
newly formed agricul-
tural society something it 
could not have received 
in any other way. Hun-
dreds of leading stock 
men attended the sale 
and remained to attend 
the fair. This fair proved 
to be a great success. In 
September 1854, the agri-
cultural society purchased 
“eight acres and eighty 
perches of land” paying 
$425. The fairs were held 
at this site for 14 years. 
The last exhibition at that 
site was held Sept. 18-20, 
1867.

There were many 
causes which led to the 
abandonment of the 
fairs. The principal cause 
appeared to be due to 
the rapid growth of the 
Madison County stock 
sales. At that time, and 
for years, these were the 
glory and pride of this 
portion of Ohio. The 
county needed no annual 
fair since it conducted 
one every month. The 
Madison County Agricul-
tural Society, however, 
continued to exist. The 
first steps toward reviving 
the county fairs involved 
the organization of the 
London Driving-Park 
Association. This orga-
nization formed early 

in 1883. On March 23, 
1883 a contract was given 
to construct a half-mile 
track at $339. During 
the spring of this year, 
local newspapers began 
discussing the revival of 
the county fairs. There 
were two successful race 
programs held: the first 
on July 4, 1883, and the 
second on Aug. 8, 1863.

The Democrat printed 
the following article 
March 4, 1885: “We, the 
undersigned citizens 
of Madison County, 
are in favor of calling a 
county convention for 
the purpose of organiz-
ing a county agricultural 
society within and for 
Madison County, Ohio, 
and recommend that said 
convention be held at the 
courthouse in London on 
Saturday, the fourteenth 
day of March, 1885, and 
respectfully invite all per-
sons interested to attend 
said convention.”

The notice was signed 
by 150 of the most promi-
nent citizens of the coun-
ty. It is recorded that on 
Jan. 5, 1886, the Madison 
County Agricultural Soci-
ety met and elected offi-
cers. At a meeting of the 
board of directors on Jan. 
15, 1886, it was decided 
to sell the old fairgrounds 
and secure new grounds. 
A committee was 
appointed to purchase or 
lease new grounds and 

a second committee was 
appointed to prepare a 
premium list. For reasons 
unknown no fair was held 
in that year. In January of 
1887, the president of the 
Madison County Agricul-
tural Society met with the 
directors of the London 
Driving-Park Association 
and submitted a proposal 
to conduct a county fair 
on the grounds held by 
the London Driving-Park 
Association by either leas-
ing, purchasing or “bor-
rowing” the land.

The proposition to pur-
chase the land was favor-
ably considered by the 
Driving-Park Association 
since the association was 
in poor financial shape. 
The hope for a fair that 
year, though, was dashed 
by the county commis-
sioners, who refused to 
accept a quit-claim deed 
for the old fairgrounds 
from the Madison County 
Agricultural Society 
in the belief that the 
society had abandoned 
the grounds. On Nov. 9, 
1889, a meeting of the 
agricultural society took 
place at the courthouse 
and interest was revived 
in a proposed fair. On 
April 14, 1890, the soci-
ety held a meeting on 
the matter of leasing and 
buying ground adjacent 
to the old fairgrounds on 
North Elm Street (the 
current site of the fair). 

The land was obtained 
and local horse fanciers 
agreed to build a track at 
their own expense. The 
state board of agriculture 
placed Madison County 
in the Ohio Valley circuit 
and fixed the time for 
their fair for the week 
including Sept. 1-5, 1890. 
On April 30, 1890, the 
village council of London 
voted to give $500 to the 
agricultural society to 
pay for improvements to 
the grounds. The county 
commissioners donated 
$2,000 to assist in putting 
up buildings for the fair.

The fair was a success 
with a crowd estimated 
at 12,000 attending on 
Thursday of the fair. Rain 
prevented races on Friday 
so the agricultural society 
decided to extend the fair 
another day. The Madi-
son County Agricultural 
Society has continued to 
present an annual fair at 
the fairgrounds since this 
time. The results have 
varied over the years. 
On May 19, 1900, the 
county commissioners 
directed the directors of 
the society to extend the 
fairgrounds and make 
improvements, not to 
exceed $8,000. This 
came about as a result of 
the law passed April 14, 
1900, by the Legislature.

The article printed 
in the Madison County 
Democrat read: “By 

authority of a law passed 
April 14 by the Legisla-
ture, the Madison County 
Board of Commission-
ers met last Saturday, 
as per notice published 
in the weekly papers, to 
consider the resolution 
asking for the extension 
and improvement of the 
grounds prayed for by the 
Madison County Agri-
cultural Society. The fair 
board has been leasing 
for 10 years at $400 per 
year the greater part of 
the ground used for fair 
purposes and the lease 
having expired and it 
being necessary to order 
to conduct a successful 
agricultural fair, to own 
the grounds which should 
be commodious, the 
board asked the county 
commissioners to consid-
er the application favor-
ably. The commissioners, 
after carefully consider-
ing the matter gave the 
agricultural society the 
right to acquire by pur-
chase or condemnation 
additional real estate for 
the improvement of the 
grounds, including the 
grounds now owned and 
such as shall be acquired, 
providing the improve-
ment shall not exceed 
$8,000.”

On Sept. 3, 1900, the 
society board bought 26.5 
acres for $3,478.12. In 
October of 1900, the soci-
ety purchased 11 and thir-

ty-eight one-hundredths 
acres for $150 per acre. 
With these land purchases 
and the 8 acres already 
owned, the agricultural 
society had a fairground 
of about 45 acres. A new 
track was laid out and 
built that year. This is the 
same track in use today. 
In 1901, many buildings 
were repaired and remod-
eled and a new grand-
stand was erected. This 
grandstand would hold 
2,800 people and is the 
same one on the grounds 
today.

In 2014, the Madison 
County Fair celebrated its 
125th year by sprucing up 
the grounds, renovating 
the Della Selsor Build-
ing and dedicating two 
new buildings. The new 
Coughlin Automotive 
Community Center and 
the Eby Youth Arena — 
which were built through 
the efforts of Madison 
County residents, area 
businesses, the county 
commissioners and the 
Madison County Junior 
Fair Sale Committee — 
are the start of a revival 
for the fairgrounds. The 
Beck’s Swine Barn and 
Franklin Equipment 
Building were finished in 
time for the 2015 fair.

Since 2015 even more 
upgrades have happened 
on the grounds includ-
ing the demolition of the 
Grange building in 2018.

from page 1

History

AGRICuLtuRe CALenDAR OF eVents
August

August 8-12: COSI 
brings the farm to the 
city during Farm Days, 
August 8-12. Learn where 
your food comes from 
by meeting local farmers 
and climb aboard trac-
tors and even a combine. 
You can also test your 
driving skills on a pedal 
tractor course and even 
milk COSI’s fiberglass 
cow, Daisy. Farm Days 
is included for COSI 
General Admission and 
Membership. For more 
information visit: www.
cosi.org/exhibits/classic-
exhibits/farmdays

August 23: Pumpkin 
Field Day, 6-8 p.m., regis-
tration fee. Western Agri-
cultural Research Station, 
7721 South Charleston 
Pike, South Charleston. 
More information: go.osu.
edu/CVcn

August 29: Grain Bin 
Safety Program, Madison 
County Fairgrounds. 
11:00-1:00. Cost: Free 
with pre-registration 
(lunch included). Agricul-
ture safety experts with 
the Ohio State University 
will hold a demonstration 
to help educate grow-
ers on grain bin safety. 
Participants will have 

the opportunity to view 
the Grain Comprehen-
sive Agriculture Rescue 
Trailer (CART). Lunch 
is included with pre-
registration. To register, 
contact Mary Griffith at 
griffith.483@osu.edu or 
740-852-0975.

september 
Sept. 6: Clean Sweep - 

Farm Pesticide Disposal 
Collection, 9 a.m. - 3 
p.m., Wood County Fair-
grounds (Champions 
Barn), 13800 W. Poe 
Rd., Bowling Green, 
OH 43402; Farmers 
are encouraged to take 

unused or unwanted 
pesticides to one of the 
upcoming Clean Sweep 
collection sites.The 
pesticide collection and 
disposal service is free 
of charge, but only farm 
chemicals will be accept-
ed. Paint, antifreeze, sol-
vents, and household or 
non-farm (homeowner) 
pesticides will not be 
accepted. The pesticide 
collections are sponsored 
by the Ohio Department 
of Agriculture (ODA) in 
conjunction with the U.S. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency. To pre-register, 
or for more information, 

contact the ODA at 614-
728-6987.

Sept. 14: A DAY in 
the WOODS: Timber 
Harvesting, 9 a.m. - 3:30 
p.m., Zaleski State For-
est– Zaleski CCC Camp, 
Ohio 278, Zaleski, OH 
45698; Registration fee 
$12. Visit an active or 
recently closed timber 
sale. Learn how to make 
sure that your timber har-
vest is compatible with 
the goals that you have 
for your woodland. Con-
tact Dave Apsley at 740-
596-5212 or apsley.1@
osu.edu.

Sept. 18-20: Farm 

Science Review, Molly 
Caren Agriculture Center, 
OSU, Madsison County; 
56th annual Farm Sci-
ence Review, the premier 
outdoor agricultural 
education and industry 
trade show. Tickets to the 
event can be purchased 
beginning in July. Tickets 
are $7 online, at OSU 
Extension county offices 
and participating agri-
businesses, and $10 at the 
gate. Children ages 5 and 
under are free. Details on 
event hours, buying tick-
ets online and more are 
on the Review’s website 
at fsr.osu.edu.

OH-70067196
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8903 St. Rt. 751 • Arcanum • OH 45304
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2018 fair comes to a close

Andrew garrett | for the madison Press
the evening winding down at the Madison County Fair thursday, July 12.

odA news release

REYNOLDSBURG — The Ohio Department of 
Agriculture (ODA) is now offering produce grow-
ers FREE, Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
approved consultations to help farmers comply 
with the upcoming Food Safety Modernization Act 
(FSMA) Produce Safety rule.

ODA’s Division of Food Safety, through a coop-
erative agreement with the FDA, is responsible for 
enforcing the Produce Safety rule in Ohio. Farm 
inspections will begin in the spring of 2019, but prior 
to inspections, ODA staff is offering these voluntary 
consultation visits to help growers identify what steps 
they may need to take to comply with the Produce 
Safety rule before regulatory inspections begin.

Farms can request a farm consultation visit to 
determine specific requirements to their farm. This 
service is offered as a one-day course that provides 
one-on-one training in which trained and certi-
fied ODA staff will visit farms and walk growers 
through what will be expected with new federal 
regulations on their farm. In addition to the con-
sultation, farms will also receive resource materials 
that will help aid in compliance.

Growers unsure if their farm is subject to the 
Produce Safety rule, can review FDA’s FSMA regu-
lation document or contact ODA for additional 
assistance. Produce farms that are exempt from the 
rule are welcome to schedule consultation visits, 
as some of the requirements are similar to those 
required by third party food safety auditors.

FSMA, which was signed into law on January 
4, 2011, is the most comprehensive reform of the 
nation’s food safety laws since 1938. Its goal is to 
better protect public health by shifting U.S. food 
supply safety efforts from a response approach to 
one of prevention. FSMA is comprised of seven 
rules that span the entire food supply chain. Of 
these rules, the one most likely to impact produce 
growers is the Produce Safety rule.

For more information on FSMA, the Produce 
Safety rule or to schedule your on-farm consultation 
visit agri.ohio.gov or call (614) 600-4272.

Free consultations now 
available for farmers
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A look at the 2018 county fair
the 2018 madison 
County fair has come 
to a close. Here are 
some photos from this 
year’s show which ran 
from Saturday, July 8 to 
Saturday, July 14.

Submitted Photos
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Franklin County – Ohio 

Ranked items among the 88 state counties and 3,079 U.S. 
counties, 2012*
  State Universe U.S.  Universe 

Item Quantity Rank 1 Rank 1

MARKET VALUE  
OF AGRICULTURAL  
PRODUCTS SOLD ($1,000) 
Total value of  
agricultural products sold 48,228 63 88 1,790 3,077 
Value of crops including  
nursery and greenhouse 46,387 56 88 1,211 3,072 
Value of livestock, poultry,  
and their products 1,842 82 88 2,777 3,076 

VALUE OF SALES BY  
COMMODITY GROUP ($1,000) 
Grains, oilseeds,  
dry beans, and dry peas 26,384 59 88 1,132 2,926 
Vegetables, melons,  
potatoes, and sweet potatoes 521 41 88 1,079 2,802 
Fruits, tree nuts, and berries 166 37 87 1,174 2,724 
Nursery, greenhouse,  
floriculture, and sod 18,837 5 88 161 2,678 
Cut Christmas trees  
and short rotation woody crops 284 3 78 116 1,530 
Other crops and hay 195 86 88 2,777 3,049 
Poultry and eggs 21 79 88 2,028 3,013 
Cattle and calves 417 84 88 2,818 3,056 
Milk from cows (D) 76 85 (D) 2,038 
Hogs and pigs 33 76 87 1,587 2,827 
Sheep, goats, wool,  
mohair, and milk 120 57 88 1,205 2,988 
Aquaculture (D) 10 51 (D) 1,366
Other animals and  
other animal products 228 18 88 703 2,924 

TOP CROP ITEMS (acres) 
Soybeans for beans 26,346 56 87 835 2,162 
Corn for grain 19,265 59 87 986 2,638 
Wheat for grain, all 2,060 52 87 1,340 2,537
Winter wheat for grain 2,060 52 87 1,272 2,480 
Sod harvested 1,614 1 17 36 690 

TOP LIVESTOCK  
INVENTORY ITEMS (number) 
Layers 1,428 69 88 1,576 3,040 
Horses and ponies 1,049 43 88 1,146 3,072 
Cattle and calves 773 85 88 2,908 3,063 
Sheep and lambs 684 58 88 1,183 2,897 
Hogs and pigs 642 62 88 1,155 2,889 

Other County Highlights, 2012 
Economic Characteristics Quantity 
Farms by value of sales:
Less than $1,000 ............................................................................................................................89 
$1,000 to $2,499 ............................................................................................................................32 
$2,500 to $4,999 ............................................................................................................................56 
5,000 to $9,999 ...............................................................................................................................37 
$10,000 to $19,999........................................................................................................................38 
$20,000 to $24,999........................................................................................................................10 
$25,000 to $39,999........................................................................................................................22 
$40,000 to $49,999........................................................................................................................10 
$50,000 to $99,999........................................................................................................................26 
$100,000 to $249,999 ...................................................................................................................26 
$250,000 to $499,999 ...................................................................................................................18 
$500,000 or more ..........................................................................................................................24 

Total farm production expenses ($1,000) .................................................................... 38,586 
Average per farm ($)99,447 ............................................................................................................
Net cash farm income of operation ($1,000) .............................................................. 13,629 
Average per farm ($) ............................................................................................................ 35,126 

Operator Characteristics Quantity 
Principal operators by primary occupation:
Farming .......................................................................................................................................... 157 
Other ............................................................................................................................................... 231 
Principal operators by sex: ..............................................................................................................
Male ................................................................................................................................................. 308 
Female ...............................................................................................................................................80 
Average age of principal operator (years) ........................................................................ 57.9 
All operators by race(2): ...................................................................................................................
Asian ..................................................................................................................................................... 8 
White ............................................................................................................................................... 871 
More than one race ........................................................................................................................ 5 
All operators of Spanish, Hispanic, or Latino Origin(2) ...................................................... 3 

See “Census of Agriculture, Volume 1, Geographic Area Series” for complete footnotes, explanations,  
definitions, and methodology. 
1= Universe is number of counties in state or U.S. with the item. 
2= Data collected for maximum of three operators per farm

Agriculture SnApShotAgriculture Sn
Franklin County

2012 CENSUS of
AGRICULTURE
County Profile

 2012 2007 % change

Number of Farms ..............................388 ..............................429 ................................-10%

Land in Farms .....................................62,017 acres .............59,601 acres ...............+4%

Average Size of Farm ......................160 acres ...................139 acres .................. +15%

Market Value of Products Sold ..$48,228,000 .............$43,685,000 ............. +10%

Crop Sales ..........................$46,387,000 .............(96 percent)

Livestock Sales .................$1,842,000 ................(4 percent)

Average Per Farm ............$124,300 ...................$101,830 ................... +22%

Government Payments .................$853,000 ...................$997,000 .....................-14%

Average Per Farm  
Receiving Payments .......................$5,806 ........................$6,193 ............................ -6%
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Your farm tells a story!

We can help you write a great chapter. 
One constant in farming is change. This change means that today’s farmers need to 
stay on top of things—good land management, herbicide/pesticide control, technology 
etc., are all vital components. Keeping up with this can be a daunting task and that’s 
where Edison State Community College comes in. Our goal is to assist today’s  
farmers and future generations with the knowledge that helps ensure farming success. 
 
Edison State has developed extensive programs designed to provide farmers with  
comprehensive knowledge of land sustainability, environmental controls, technology 
and natural resource enhancements. You’ll be amazed at what we’re doing.
  
Gain a greater understanding of Agribusiness, Animal Science, and Agronomy as you 
work your way to an Agriculture degree offered at Edison State. For more information, 
visit: www.edisonohio.edu or call 937.548.5546 and speak with a Success Advisor.


