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Event held to prevent pollution

By Bryan Reynolds
breynolds@limanews.com

LIMA — Autono-
mous technology has 
become a staple in 
agriculture equipment.

That’s where, com-
mercially, signifi cant 
inroads have been 
made.

“Farm and Ag equip-
ment is pretty far 
advanced in the world 
of autonomy,” said 
Maryn Weimer, senior 
associate director of 
Ohio State University’s 
Center for Automotive 
Research. “Farmers 
have been working on 
autonomous tractors 
and vehicles in large 
agricultural spaces for 
some time.”

Autonomous tech-
nology has advanced 
more quickly in agri-
culture because fi elds 
and farms are a safer 
and closed system, 
Weimer said. The trac-
tors are not out on the 
roadway interacting 
with other vehicles and 
pedestrians, she said.

The Case Corp. has 
a prototype driverless 
tractor, but having 
driverless tractors 
in widespread use is 
still some years off, 
said Max Moeller, a 
salesman at Farmers 
Equipment, Inc., Lima. 
About 75 percent of all 
new equipment they 
sell has autonomous 
features which allow 
the equipment to drive 
itself around the fi eld 
with an operator in the 
seat, he said.

The farmer sets a 
boundary line around 
the outside of the fi eld 
in the autonomous 
system and then draws 
an AB line across the 
fi eld and the machine 
follows that, he said.

“It’s very accurate,” 
Moeller said. “If you 

By Camri Nelson
cnelson@limanews.com

FOREST — In an 
effort to educate farmers 
about reduction of nutri-
ents and sediment loss in 
the Ohio waterways, the 
Ohio Agribusiness Asso-
ciation and various other 
agriculture organizations 
held the 4R Technology 
Review Field Day July 17.

One of the various con-
servation efforts is the 
Blanchard River Dem-
onstration Farms, a fi ve-
year, $1 million project 
between the Ohio Farm 
Bureau Federation and 
United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture Natu-
ral Resources Conserva-
tion Service.

The project selects 
farmers and requires 
them to conduct public 
demonstrations on their 
farms for a duration of 
fi ve years. The hope is 
to help producers fi nd 
the right combination of 
practices to help reduce 
nutrient and sediment 
loss into Ohio waterways.

“When we started the 
project, we wanted to 
fi nd farms that fi t the 
parameters that we were 
looking for,” said Aaron 
Heilers, Bland River 
Demonstration Farms 
Project Manager. “They 
have to do [demonstra-
tions] like this for the 
next fi ve years and open 
up their operations to 
have groups come in and 

ask questions about why 
the farm is managed the 
way that it is.”

The Stateler Family 
Farm in McComb is one 
of the three Blandchard 
River Demonstration 
Farms in Ohio. Duane 
and Anthony Stateler 
operate approximately 
600 acres of land, which 
encompasses corn, soy-
bean and wheat and a 
7,200-head wean-to-fi nish 
swine operation. The 
Statelers have dedicated 
243 acres to the Demon-
stration Farms project 
and have incorporated a 
new composite facility, a 
new wetland, and three 
new water gates to help 
reduce the amount of 
phosphorous that enters 
waterways.

“I’m a fi rm believer 
that water gates [are] the 
best way to control the 
phosphorus that leaves 
the farm,” said Duane 
Stateler.

A second demonstra-
tion farm is Kurt Farms 
in Dunkirk. Chris Kurt 
operates 470 acres of 
corn and soybeans and 
has dedicated 168 acres 
to the Demonstration 
Farms. At his farm he 
has phosphorus removal 
beds, fi lter strips, edge-
of-fi eld monitoring, 
variable-rate fertilizer 
application, drainage 
water management and a 
new two-stage ditch.

“The neatest thing 

has been the partner-
ship with RCS and doing 
the dual testing on both 
sides of the ditch, where 
we are monitoring sur-
face and subsurface run 
off and doing different 
practices,” said Kurt. 
“There is the no-till side 
and no-till beans and veg-
etables and corns on the 
other in order to test the 
water and evaluate the 
phosphorus removal and 
the effect that has.”

The third demonstra-
tion farm is the Kellogg 
Farms in Forest. Bill 
and Shane Kellogg oper-
ate 5,000 acres of corn 
and soybeans and have 
dedicated 305 acres to 
the project. The farm 
has cover crops, reduced 
tillage, abandoned water 
well removal, grassed 
waterway and a pollina-
tor habitat to reduce 
sediment and nutrients 
into waterways.

“The demonstration 
is eye opening to our 
city neighbors,” said Bill 
Kellogg. “They have no 
idea of the technology 
involved, what we are 
trying to do and how we 
do it. The more eyes we 
can open and let them 
see we are trying to do, 
the better. We want them 
to know that we are are 
trying to do the right 
thing and be stewards of 
the soil.”

Reach Camri Nelson at 567-242-
0456 or on Twitter @CamriNews.

Kasich signs 
order to designate 
‘waters in distress’

By Amanda Rockhold
arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com

COLUMBUS — Ohio Gov. John R. Kasich’s 
executive order on eight watersheds near Lake 
Erie has evoked concern among many in the agri-
cultural industry.

Kasich signed the executive order July 11 issu-
ing state agencies to consider eight northwestern 
watersheds near Lake Erie as “Waters in Distress” 
to reduce high nutrient levels causing harmful 
algal blooms.

“This [executive order] was a plan that actu-
ally came with no resources. And I don’t think it 
was set up to be successful in the long term,” said 
Kris Swartz, supervisor of Wood County Soil and 
Water Conservation District.

The Ohio Soil and Water Conservation Com-
mission (OSWCC) met July 19 to review and 
discuss Gov. Kasich’s executive order. Swartz 
attended that meeting. OSWCC moved to sub-
committee the executive order to determine if 
the waters are in distress. Therefore, the decision 
was delayed and the watersheds are not labeled in 
distress at this time.

Swartz said the main issue was that the order 
was going to require 7,000 farmers to have nutri-
ent management plans. Those plans have to be 
approved and “most likely worked on” by several 
Soil and Water Districts.

“We really don’t have the capacity to do that 
kind of volume right now with the current fund-
ing” said Swartz. “Governor Kasich pointed to 
Senator Gardner’s Clean Lake 2020 as a possibly 
funding source, but that wasn’t really what that 
program was designed for.” Clean Lake 2020 is 
a one-year bill and Swartz said that cleaning the 
watersheds of Lake Erie will need funding for 
multiple years.

“The farmers [at the OSWCC meeting July 19] 
are not against water quality initiatives,” said 
Swartz. “But they’re against this plan being man-
datory.”

The watersheds of the executive order include: 
Platter Creek, Little Flat Rock Creek, Little 
Auglaize River, Eagle Creek, Auglaize River, 
Blanchard River, St. Marys River and Ottawa 
River.

“We’ve done a lot to ensure the health of Lake 
Erie, Ohio’s crown jewel, including investments of 
more than $3 billion since 2011 to improve water 
quality in the lake and its watershed,” Gov. Kasich 
said in a news release. “But it’s clear that more 
aggressive action is needed, especially to reduce 
or eliminate the algae blooms that have marred 
the western basin for years. This executive order 
is intended to kick those efforts into overdrive.”

This aggressive action has caused The Ohio 
Farm Bureau, Speaker Ryan Smith and some 
farmers to speak out against the executive order.

On July 18 Speaker of the Ohio House Ryan 
Smith (R-Bidwell) held a press conference with 
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Technology continually 
changes the world as we 
know it – as does taste 
in style and fashion. You 
probably already knew 
that.

On the technology 
side, phone lines are 
almost a thing of the 
past. Newspapers and 
magazines are spiraling 
around the print shop 
drain. Blockbuster, once 
a video entertainment 
behemoth, is down to 
its last store – in Bend, 

Oregon – after two stores 
closed in Alaska, in July. 
Like many people, Kris 
and I rarely use our DVD 
player.

And on the style front, 
millennials and some of 
us old fogeys now are 
into body art. I am not 
talking about having a 
small tiger on my butt 
cheek. Rather, I’m refer-
ring to people who go 
for full-scale tattoo art 
on their legs, arms, chest 
– even face. I formerly 

thought this was 
a fad: the need 
to decorate our 
bodies to make us 
noteworthy to oth-
ers. Now, I think it 
has gotten out of hand.

Pet owners find it fash-
ionable to adorn their 
furry friends in hoodies 
and booties. It’s even 
common to see little 
foo-foo dogs in bonnets, 
Easter outfits and rain 
gear that costs as much 
as tickets to an OSU foot-

ball game.
And pets are get-

ting plastic surgery. 
First, it was just 
Dane or boxer pups 
getting their ears 

cropped to stand erect. 
Then owners wanted 
their dogs to have more 
pointed, erect ears that 
almost defy gravity.

My late wife and 
veterinary medicine 
partner, Dr. Judy, occa-
sionally performed these 
surgeries upon request, 
although I know she 
wasn’t thrilled with the 
idea. The word was out 
that she was an artist in 
performing these cos-
metic surgeries. But she 
eventually stopped doing 
ear crops. Fortunately, 
animal welfare awareness 
is gradually changing the 
mindset of the pointy-
eared breed owners. 
Frankly, there isn’t any 
animal health justifica-
tion for cosmetic ear 
cropping.

Now we’re on to a new 
wave of cosmetic pet 
surgeries – including one 
that is becoming popu-
lar for male pets (The 
Secret Price of Pets, P. 
Haldeman, NY Times, 

July 4, 2018). More than 
500,000 dogs and other 
animal species have had 
this new procedure, 
which was first intro-
duced in 1995.

The procedure? Dog 
owners are having fake 
silicone testicles, patent-
ed as Neuticles, inserted 
into the scrotum of 
their neutered boy dogs. 
Apparently, so their dogs 
look like real studs, to 
protect their self-esteem.

Kim Kardashian West’s 
boxer sports Neuticles, 
as did Larry Flynt’s 
Dobermans. Apparently, 
these implants also help 
soothe the guilt of own-
ers who worry they may 
damage their beloved 
pet’s psyche. Allegedly, 
Neuticles are effective in 
curing the young male 
dog that approaches 
everyone with a tail-
wagging greeting before 
latching onto their leg. 
With Neuticles, Old Shep 
no longer has to feel like 
a eunuch.

Not only canines and 
felines are receiving 
these implants. The pro-
cedure also has been per-
formed on an elephant, 
prairie dogs and a mon-

key. But most Neuticles 
are implanted in dogs.

This surgery allows 
Old Shep to grow old 
with grace and confi-
dence for those times he 
meets a strange dog on 
the street. He’ll be able 
to hold his tail up proud-
ly as he struts around 
to give other dogs the 
signal that he isn’t to be 
messed with. He’ll have 
what it takes to intimi-
date them.

In the old days I smiled 
when a couple of my 
horse clients drove pick-
up trucks accessorized 
with a large set of flesh-
colored “neuticles” 
swinging off the rear 
bumper hitch. Now own-
ers of neutered boy dogs 
can do the same kind of 
thing with their canines.

Oh, I almost forgot. 
The makers of Neuticles 
may think they own the 
name of their patented 
product, but Kasche, 
our six-year-old grand-
son coming home from 
school, asked his grand-
mother (my wife, Kris-
ten) did she know that 
boys had “neuticles” and 
girls have “vaginacles.” 
Kris was speechless.

Neuticles, will they prevent sheep from cowering in public?
Don 
Sanders
Contributing 
columnist

Cooking with a milk allergy
When Sue Stapleton’s 

six daughters were 
little girls, the family 
was gathered at the din-
ner table sharing their 
evening meal. It was 
young Megan’s turn for 
the “I Spy” game that was 
going on during dinner. 
Megan said “I spy, with 
my little eye something 
that is gross!” The fam-
ily tried to guess and 
Megan said “Vegetables!” 
While most children (and 
even some adults) might 
agree with Megan, it’s 
not vegetables that are a 
challenge nowadays for 
Sue, but milk. Diagnosed 
as someone with a milk 
allergy changed the way 
Sue planned and prepared 
food for herself and her 
family.

“I used to cook very 
quick meals using con-
densed soups and cheese. 
I didn’t really know how 
to cook without using 
dairy. When you evaluate 
every ingredient you soon 
realize nearly everything 
has milk in it! Now I try 
to eat as many fresh and 
raw things as I can, but 
that requires planning, 
time, more trips to the 
store and money,” says 
Sue. “If I don’t plan well, 
we end up throwing out 
those beautiful fresh fruits 
and vegetables because 

they don’t stay fresh very 
long! We simply do the 
best we can.”

Sue grew up on a farm 
in northern New York 
State. Her family owned 
one of the largest chicken 
farms in the state, hous-
ing about 40,000 laying 
chickens, which produced 
between two and three 
thousand eggs a day.

“It provided lots of 
opportunity for work!” 
Sue declares. “In the 
spring, we would get a 
truckload of soft baby 
chicks. As I remember, it 
was usually around 1,500 
of them. We had a special 
part of the barn with 
lights to keep them warm. 
I had to change the water 
and feed them. That was 
a delight for me!” Later 
when Sue was a young 
teen, the family started a 
dairy farm, having no idea 
the irony of the situation 
that their farm daughter 
Sue was allergic to milk.

“My parents were 
dedicated members of 
4-H. My mother was a 
leader and that is where 
I remember learning how 
to cook. We had cooking 
classes and competitions. 
The most exciting was 
the County Fair,” says 
Sue. Sue did well and 
came home several times 
with blue ribbons. And 

while she says she 
enjoys cooking, she 
thinks it is because 
of the end result — 
the eating!

“I like the result 
more than I do the 
process,” she says with 
a bright smile. “I love to 
make a main dish and 
have it taste great and at 
the same time be healthy. 
That is the most reward-
ing part of cooking.”

Since Sue’s girls are 
grown and most of them 
gone from home, this 
happy homemaker has a 
little more time for walks 
in her quiet, country 
neighborhood. The home 
she shares with her hus-
band of 40 years, Steve, 
sits pleasantly on a small 
knoll. “From the swing on 
our front porch, we can 
look down the yard and 
watch our willow trees 
sway in the breeze and 
listen to the water falling 
in the fountain. To me 
it is the most beautiful 
and relaxing place in the 
world.”

Growing up in a small 
farming community, she 
never enjoyed city life 
but certainly does enjoy 
her rural neighborhood. 
“There are some wonder-
ful people,” Sue shares. 
“The best part of country 
living is the people.” 

Every summer the 
friends gather for a 
traditional cookout, 
with good food and 
time to catch up on 
each other’s lives. 
When there have 

been deaths or illnesses, 
the neighbors get togeth-
er and bring in meals or 
do whatever is needed to 
help the affected family.

Whether with neigh-
bors, friends from church, 
or other acquaintances, 
Sue shares her love of 
food and healthy cooking. 
Hippocrates is credited 
with saying “Let food 
be thy medicine and 
medicine be thy food.” No 
matter who really said it, 
Sue believes there is truth 
to it.

“Our bodies require the 
right things to function 
properly. We have minds 
and reason and power to 
make choices, so we have 
the ability and respon-
sibility to take care of 
ourselves by the way, how 
much and what kinds of 
foods we eat,” Sue says. 
“As we do, we will feel 
better and in some cases 
even act better.”

For Sue, that means she 
avoids dairy products, 
but that doesn’t mean 
her menus are dull or 
not tasty. She continues 
to explore and re-make 

recipes. She tries new 
things too as she prepares 
dishes for her neighbors 
and family. She feels 
satisfaction in her role as 
homemaker and although 
it takes a lot of energy 
and much of her time, her 
husband, daughters and 
grandchildren are where 
her heart is. Although 
Sue has had other jobs in 
her life, she says “There 
is nothing like creating 
a beautiful home with 
a comfortable environ-
ment.”

Creamy sun-dried tomato 
paleo baked chicken

Ingredients:
• 1/4 cup Unmodified 

Potato Starch (or Tapioca 
Starch or Corn Starch if 
you don’t eat Paleo) 

• 1 Tbsp Real Salt
• 1 tsp Freshly Ground 

Pepper • 8 Chicken 
thighs (bone-in, skin 
removed) • 3 Tbsp Extra 
Virgin Olive Oil (divided)

• 1 Yellow Onion 
(Sliced thinly) • 3/4 cup 
Sliced Sun-dried Toma-
toes (not packed in oil)

• 1 Tbsp Garlic 
(minced) • 1 tsp Ital-
ian Seasoning (oregano, 
thyme, parsley) • large 
pinch Red Pepper Flakes 
• 13.5 oz can Coconut 
Milk • 1 cup Chicken 

Stock (or Broth)
• Basil (shredded, to 

top)

Instructions: 
1. Mix together the 

potato or tapioca starch, 
salt, and pepper in a 
medium sized bowl. Toss 
the chicken thighs in the 
mixture until fully coated.

2. Preheat oven to 400 
degrees F 3. Heat 2 T. of 
the Olive Oil in a large 
oven-proof frying pan 
or ceramic coated dutch 
oven. Add the chicken, 
four pieces at a time, 
and brown on each side. 
When the chicken is all 
browned, remove it and 
set it aside.

4. Add the remaining 
1 T. of oil to the pan and 
heat to medium/high. 
Add the sliced onion and 
saute for 2 minutes. Add 
the sun-dried tomatoes, 
garlic, Italian Seasoning, 
and red pepper and saute 
for another 30 seconds. 5. 
Add the coconut milk and 
chicken broth and bring 
to a boil.

6. Add the chicken 
back into the sauce, 
scooping the onions and 
tomatoes over the top of 
the chicken. Try to fit the 
chicken in a single layer, 
if possible.

7. Cover pan with a 

Darla 
Cabe
Contributing 
columnist

See MILK | 3
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 GILBOA
 419-456-3115

 • Steel Main and Endwall Frames
 • All-Steel Sliding Doors
 • #1 Yellow Pine,
    2x6 Secondary Framing
 • Commercial-Grade 
    Overhead Doors
 • Concrete Foundations

 BUILDINGS

  Plan for the Future

 “Built to Last”  Plan for Profitability

 • Exclusive, patented anchor brackets
    Work as short stiffeners for plenum.
 • Inner door has easy to open latches. 
    Door lays flat against wall when open.
 • Large manhole lays flat when open.
    Will not collect water and bees wings.

 ELGIN
 800-758-0307

 PIONEER
 419-485-8593

 ELGIN SERVICE CENTER
 “Your Full-Time, Full-Service, Grain Equipment Center”
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• Boundary Surveying 
• FEMA Flood Plain 

Analysis
• ALTA/ASCM Land Title 

Survey 
• Mortgage Location 

Survey

• Lot Splits
• Topographic Survey
• Construction Staking/

Layout  
• Easement Preparation 
• As Built Surveys
• Lot Survey/Plot Plan

419-236-3768  Kyle J. Binkley, P.S.
www.binkleylandsurveying.com

Binkley Land Surveying, LLC
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Milk

lid (make sure it is oven 
safe) and place it in the 
oven. Cook for 45 min-
utes at 400 degrees. After 
45 minutes, reduce the 
heat to 300 and cook for 
another 20 minutes.

8. Remove from the 
oven and top with shred-
ded basil just before serv-
ing.

Zucchini Noodles with 
Creamy Avocado Pesto

Serves: 8 Servings

Ingredients:
• 6 large zucchini, spi-

ralized
• 1 Tbsp olive oil
For the Sauce:
• 2 ripe avocados
• 1 cup fresh basil 

leaves
• 3 cloves garlic
• ¼ cup pine nuts
• 2 Tbsp lemon juice
• ½ tsp. sea salt
• 3 Tbsp olive oil
• Cracked black pep-

per, to taste

Instructions:
1. Spiralize your zucchi-

ni and set aside on paper 
towels so that any excess 
water is soaked up.

2. In a food proces-

sor, add avocados, basil 
leaves, garlic, pine nuts, 
lemon juice and sea salt 
and pulse until finely 
chopped. Then with the 
motor still running, add 
olive oil in a slow stream 
until emulsified and 
creamy.

3. Drizzle olive oil in a 
large skillet over medium 
high heat then add zuc-
chini noodles, cooking for 
about 1 to 2 minutes until 
tender.

4. Add zucchini noodles 
to a large bowl and toss 
with avocado pesto. Sea-
son with cracked pepper 
and a little Parmesan, 
serve and enjoy!

Healthy Fudgy Brownie 
Bites

Ingredients:
2/3 cup cashews (I 

use raw, unsalted, whole 
from Trader Joe’s) 1/3 
cup unsweetened natural 
cocoa powder 1 cup soft, 
moist medjool dates, pit-
ted and loosely packed (I 
used 20 medium dates) 1 
tablespoon vanilla extract 
1 to 4 tablespoons agave 
nectar, or as necessary 
(maple syrup, honey, 
yacon, or corn syrup 
may be substituted but 
all impart more flavor 
than agave) sprinkles for 

dredging, optional (many 
brands are inherently 
vegan)

Directions:
1. To the canister of a 

food processor or Vita-
Mix (I prefer my food 
processor for this job), 
add the cashews, cocoa 
powder, and blend to pul-
verize into fine crumbs, 
about 15 seconds. Do 
not over-process because 
you will make chocolate-
cashew butter very 
quickly.

2. Add the dates, vanil-
la, and process until mix-
ture begins to combine. 
It’s likely the mixture will 
be sandy, coarse and not 
combining. As necessary 
to get it to combine, add 
agave, one tablespoon at a 
time, pulsing to incorpo-
rate after each addition.

3. You’ll know the con-
sistency is right when 
the dough combines into 
a softball-sized mound 
and the mound travels 
around the canister in 
one big ball. It will still 
be tacky and sticky, but it 
shouldn’t be wet and slop-
py. Dough that resembles 
the consistency of nut 
butter is too runny and 
loose and dry ingredients 
must be added to help 

it solidify. Add a table-
spoon or two more cocoa 
powder or cashews, as 
necessary, to dry out the 
dough. Dough that’s too 
pebbly, dry, or sandy will 
benefit from another cou-
ple dates or tablespoon 
of agave, as necessary, to 
moisten it.

4. Transfer dough to a 
plate or bowl, cover with 
plastic wrap, and refriger-
ate for at least 2 hours, 
up to 1 week, before 

rolling into balls. Dough 
that’s warm is difficult to 
work with; it’s stickier, 
messier, and it leaves a 
chocolate paste-like layer 
on your hands. Wait until 
it’s chilled before pulling 
off small hunks and roll-
ing between palms until 
smooth. Work quickly 
because the warmer the 
dough gets, the harder it 
is to roll. I roll the balls 
about 3/4-inch in diam-
eter, up to 1-inch.

5. Optionally, dredge 
balls through sprinkles. 
This has the added ben-
efit of absorbing some of 
the tackiness or stickiness 
of the dough.

6. I prefer the bites 
chilled and store them in 
the refrigerator. Bites will 
keep in an airtight con-
tainer at room tempera-
ture for many weeks, or in 
the refrigerator for many 
months, or in the freezer 
for 6+ months.

the chairs of both the Sen-
ate and House Agricul-
ture Committee, calling 
for Gov. Kasich to rescind 
his executive order.

“The legislature has not 
been sitting on its hands 
when it comes to the 
issue of water quality and 
nutrient runoff in Ohio,” 
said Speaker Smith. 
“While there is more 
work to be done, we have 
made tremendous strides 
and continue to work 
toward a solution. We 
invite the Governor and 
agency directors to come 
to the table to communi-
cate with all stakeholders, 
most importantly Ohio 
farmers, to ensure we cre-
ate a legislative fix that 

improves water quality 
without making farmers’ 
jobs harder.”

Previous to this confer-
ence, The Ohio Farm 
Bureau released state-
ments against the order, 
claiming that “Gov. John 
Kasich abandoned one of 
his most basic principles 
by announcing unilat-
eral regulation of farming 
practices in an attempt to 
improve Lake Erie water 
quality,” according to the 
news release.

Also in the Ohio Farm 
Bureau release, the execu-
tive order would include 
regulation of more than 2 
million acres in northwest 
Ohio.

“The Ohio House and 
Senate are calling for the 
Governor to rescind his 
executive order regarding 
additional burdensome 
and costly regulations on 

the agricultural indus-
try,” said Rep. Brian Hill 
(R-Zanesville), chairman 
of the House Agriculture 
and Rural Development 
Committee at Speaker 
Smith’s press conference. 
“As a farmer myself, we 
need an opportunity for 
public input on the issue, 
especially from the 7,000 
farmers in the affected 
watersheds.”

Working together
“The plan wasn’t really 

shared with very many 
stakeholders ahead of 
time, which really less-
ened the chances of it 
being successful,” said 
Swartz. “Unless you have 
all the people on board at 
the beginning, the chanc-
es of being successful are 
slim.”

Following the OSWCC 
meeting July 19, the Ohio 

Farm Bureau released this 
statement: “Ohio Farm 
Bureau is ready to work 
with the commission, 
legislators, environmental 
organizations, our fellow 
farm groups, the scien-
tific community and the 
Kasich administration to 
find effective solutions to 
Lake Erie’s challenges.”

Also at Speaker Ryan’s 
news conference, Sen. 
Bob Hackett (R-London), 
chairman of the Senate 
Agriculture Committee, 
emphasized the vitality of 
the agriculture industry 
and environmentalists 
working with farmers.

“Farmers want to be 
a part of the discussion 
on this issue, as they too 
need to keep nutrients 
on their fields and out 
of water runoff,” said 
Hackett. “The legislature 
and the industry should 

not be left out of such an 
expansive policy change 
that would affect thou-
sands of hardworking 
individuals.”

Swartz said that he 
hopes something positive 
comes from the executive 
order.

“We think the gover-
nor’s plan was really well 
intentioned, but it just 
wasn’t going to be suc-
cessful the way it was 
designed,” said Swartz. 
“The Governor’s team, 
the Farm Bureau and the 
Soil and Water Districts 
all want the same end 
result. We all want the 
lake to clean up. We’re 
differing on the paths we 
choose to get there.”

Public perception
“From the public per-

spective, [the public] 
thinks there’s some opera-

tions out there that just 
don’t care. They do prac-
tices just to do them to 
get nutrients or fertilizer 
out on the ground. I don’t 
think that’s the case,” said 
Swartz. “Our economics 
tells us that we have to be 
very judicious in how we 
apply nutrients.”

Swartz added that the 
other negative public per-
ception is that progress 
for cleaning up the lake is 
too slow and there aren’t 
many efforts in progress. 
But he said this isn’t the 
case.

“What we do today has 
lasting effects probably 
three, four, five years 
down the line,” said 
Swartz. “Our perspective 
and expectations are long-
range improvement. It’s 
a big system and Mother 
Nature doesn’t change 
course very fast.”

From page 1

Waters
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August
August 8-12: COSI 

brings the farm to the 
city during Farm Days, 
August 8-12. Learn where 
your food comes from 
by meeting local farmers 
and climb aboard trac-
tors and even a combine. 
You can also test your 
driving skills on a pedal 
tractor course and even 
milk COSI’s fiberglass 
cow, Daisy. Farm Days 
is included for COSI 
General Admission and 
Membership. For more 
information visit: www.
cosi.org/exhibits/classic-
exhibits/farmdays

August 23: Pumpkin 
Field Day, 6-8 p.m., regis-
tration fee. Western Agri-
cultural Research Station, 
7721 South Charleston 
Pike, South Charleston. 
More information: go.osu.
edu/CVcn

August 29: Grain Bin 
Safety Program, Madison 
County Fairgrounds. 
11:00-1:00. Cost: Free 
with pre-registration 
(lunch included). Agricul-
ture safety experts with 
the Ohio State University 
will hold a demonstration 
to help educate grow-
ers on grain bin safety. 
Participants will have 

the opportunity to view 
the Grain Comprehen-
sive Agriculture Rescue 
Trailer (CART). Lunch 
is included with pre-
registration. To register, 
contact Mary Griffith at 
griffith.483@osu.edu or 
740-852-0975.

September 
Sept. 6: Clean Sweep - 

Farm Pesticide Disposal 
Collection, 9 a.m. - 3 
p.m., Wood County Fair-
grounds (Champions 
Barn), 13800 W. Poe 
Rd., Bowling Green, 
OH 43402; Farmers 
are encouraged to take 

unused or unwanted 
pesticides to one of the 
upcoming Clean Sweep 
collection sites.The 
pesticide collection and 
disposal service is free 
of charge, but only farm 
chemicals will be accept-
ed. Paint, antifreeze, sol-
vents, and household or 
non-farm (homeowner) 
pesticides will not be 
accepted. The pesticide 
collections are sponsored 
by the Ohio Department 
of Agriculture (ODA) in 
conjunction with the U.S. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency. To pre-register, 
or for more information, 

contact the ODA at 614-
728-6987.

Sept. 14: A DAY in 
the WOODS: Timber 
Harvesting, 9 a.m. - 3:30 
p.m., Zaleski State For-
est– Zaleski CCC Camp, 
Ohio 278, Zaleski, OH 
45698; Registration fee 
$12. Visit an active or 
recently closed timber 
sale. Learn how to make 
sure that your timber har-
vest is compatible with 
the goals that you have 
for your woodland. Con-
tact Dave Apsley at 740-
596-5212 or apsley.1@
osu.edu.

Sept. 18-20: Farm 

Science Review, Molly 
Caren Agriculture Center, 
OSU, Madsison County; 
56th annual Farm Sci-
ence Review, the premier 
outdoor agricultural 
education and industry 
trade show. Tickets to the 
event can be purchased 
beginning in July. Tickets 
are $7 online, at OSU 
Extension county offices 
and participating agri-
businesses, and $10 at the 
gate. Children ages 5 and 
under are free. Details on 
event hours, buying tick-
ets online and more are 
on the Review’s website 
at fsr.osu.edu.

AgRICuLTuRE CALENDAR of EvENTS

Ohio Department of Agriculture 
news release

HURON COUNTY — 
Ohio Attorney General 
Mike DeWine and Ohio 
Department of Agri-
culture Director David 
Daniels announced July 
10 that a Huron County 
man has pleaded guilty to 
multiple charges related 
to the theft of more than 
$3 million in grain from 
35 Ohio farmers.

Richard J. Schwan, 79, 
of Monroeville, pleaded 
guilty to two felony 
counts of aggravated 
theft, and one felony 
count each of attempted 

aggravated theft, falsifica-
tion in a theft offense, 
insolvent handler, and 
delayed price agreement. 
As part of the plea agree-
ment, Schwan must pay 
$3,222,209.70 in restitu-
tion prior to his sentenc-
ing hearing in August. 
The money will be used 
to reimburse the farmers, 
the Ohio Department of 
Agriculture, and the Ohio 
Grain Indemnity Fund.

“Ohio’s farmers work 
hard to produce their 
crops, and this defendant 
callously took the profits 
of their labor,” said Attor-
ney General DeWine. 
“Our priority in this case 

has always been to recov-
er the money that right-
fully belonged to these 
farmers, and a condition 
of this plea agreement 
requires the defendant 
to promptly repay the 
money he stole.”

Schwan operated 
Schwan Grain Inc., which 
transported and sold 
grain on behalf of the 35 
farmers from Erie, Huron, 
Lorain, Richland, and 
Seneca counties. He was 
arrested in November 
after an investigation by 
the Ohio Department of 
Agriculture found that 
between 2012 and 2014, 
he sold more than $3 mil-

lion in grain for the farm-
ers, but deliberately failed 
to pay the victims their 
shares of the profits. The 
investigation also found 
that Schwan filed sev-
eral financial reports and 
other documents with the 
Ohio Department of Agri-
culture that falsely report-
ed and concealed his lia-
bilities and the money he 
owed the victims. Of the 
more than $3.2 million 
dollars that Schwan must 
repay, approximately $2.5 
million will be used to 
reimburse the Ohio Grain 
Indemnity Fund, which 
previously reimbursed 
the farmers for the major-

ity of their losses. The 
fund, which is paid for by 
Ohio farmers through a 
half-cent per bushel fee, 
reimburses farmers when 
a grain handler becomes 
insolvent.

“All of Ohio’s grain 
farmers pay into the 
Grain Indemnity Fund 
and we’re pleased it will 
be reimbursed for their 
ultimate benefit,” said 
Ohio Department of Agri-
culture Director David 
Daniels. “We appreciate 
the work of all parties to 
resolve this matter, mak-
ing sure Ohio farmers 
are protected for years to 
come.”

The remaining restitu-
tion will reimburse the 
balance of the funds still 
owed to the farmers and 
will pay for investiga-
tive costs incurred by 
the Ohio Department of 
Agriculture. Farm equip-
ment worth hundreds 
of thousands of dollars 
was also seized as part 
of the investigation. The 
case was prosecuted by 
attorneys with Attorney 
General DeWine’s Special 
Prosecutions Section. 
Schwan will be sentenced 
before Huron County 
Common Pleas Court 
Judge James W. Conway 
on August 23, 2018.

Grain handler pleads guilty to stealing from ohio farmers

By Amanda Rockhold
arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com

TROY — He was only 
seven years old when 
he encountered his first 
swarm. His fascination 
and love for the the honey 
bee buzzed on from there.

Now 78 years old and a 
retired engineer, Dwight 
Wells of Miami County 
serves as a leader in 
improving the life of Ohio 
honey bees, networking 
various areas of expertise 
in the bee world.

“I saw my first honey 
bee when I was five years 
old,” said Dwight Wells, 
president of the West 
Central Ohio Beekeep-
ers Association. “I didn’t 
know it was a honey bee.” 
He said the bee was on a 
dandelion that he picked. 
He went inside to show 
his mother and “when she 
saw the honey bee on the 
dandelion she went ballis-
tic. She was afraid of it.”

Wells grew up in west-
ern Pennsylvania. In 
school he raised honey 
bees for 4-H and he 
became a beekeeper in 
1954 and then in 1960, 
joined the air force at the 
height of the Cold War.

By the time his father 

sold the family farm in 
1986, the farm had been 
in the Wells family for 
more than 120 years. “I 
have a beehive that was 
made in the 1870s that 
my great grandfather 
had as a beekeeper,” said 
Wells.

Beekeepers suffer a 
40 to 50 percent average 
annual honey bee colony 
loss in the United States. 
There are five presidents 
in northwest Ohio who 
work together and have 
a similar philosophy on 
how they work with bees 
and Wells said that “it’s 
working.”

“In Ohio we’re start-
ing to see good results,” 

said Wells. “In northwest 
Ohio, from Interstate 70 
up to the Great Lakes, 
from Indiana over 
to — you draw a line 
from Sandusky down to 
Madison County. That 
quadrant of Ohio, we 
lost about 25 percent of 
our bees over last winter. 
The rest of the state lost 
anywhere from 80 to 100 
percent.”

He added that they 
have been bringing in 
as little packaged bees 
as possible. He said 
that packaged bees from 
southern western states 
bring in pathogens and 
bees that are not adapted 
to the Ohio environment.

How can people help?
“If you’re a non-

beekeeper, you can help 
pollinators and bees by 
planting flowers, and not 
using a lot of chemicals,” 
said Wells. “The farmers 
are getting dinged a lot 
because they have to use 
chemicals to control the 
insects.” But he alluded 
to the fact that people 
who use harsh chemicals 
on their lawns and flow-
erbeds are also offenders. 
“That’s a major problem,” 
he said.

Wells said that every 
year there are about 
1,000 people who start 
beekeeping, but in that 
same year there are about 
1,000 people who leave 
beekeeping. There’s a lot 
of people who are getting 
into beekeeping because 
they want to help the 
honeybees. However, 
many of these people 
leave because “they 
failed after three or four 
years because they’re not 
trained properly and they 
kills the bees,” said Wells.

He said that new bee-
keepers have to have 
enough time.

“If you’re going to get a 
colony of bees you need 
to understand that colony 

of bees is just like if you 
get a lamb, a piglet, or a 
calf. You have the same 
type of responsibilities to 
those bees,” said Wells.” 
He added that many 
people get them and don’t 
take care of them.

“I’ve developed the love 
of the honey bees,” said 
Wells.

Bees back in the day
In 1960 Wells joined 

the air force, working 
with electronics and radar 
stations. Then after the 
air force he worked as 
an engineer at General 
Motors, bringing people 
to work together on 
projects and giving pre-
sentations. In 2008 Wells 
retired from General 
Motors and got back into 
beekeeping. He said that 
he’s always looking for 
team players.

“I would not be doing 
what I’m doing today 
if I didn’t have all the 
experiences and my 
background,” said Wells, 
referring to his work in 
electronics, presentations, 
and coordinating people 
to work together.

“The honey bees I saw 
in 2008 were not the 
same type of bees I saw 

back in the old days,” said 
Wells.

He said that in the 
1970s row crops and 
pesticides wiped out a lot 
of bees, as there was less 
nutrition for the bees.

“When that happened 
by 1980 the nutrition for 
the pollinators, especially 
honey bees, was very, 
very low compared to 
what it had been 10-15 
years earlier,” said Wells. 
“That was a major hit for 
the bees.”

Today some farmers are 
dedicating areas of their 
crops just for flowers. 
This helps the bees find 
nutrition and help polli-
nate soybeans.

Some of Wells’ project 
include working with 
various universities, 
including Ohio State, 
Central State University 
and Purdue University; 
USDA Sustainable Agri-
culture Research and 
Education (SARE) grant 
and program; Propolis 
Project; Feral Swarm 
Traps; Heartland Honey 
Bee Breeders Coopera-
tive; Wright Patterson Air 
Force Base project; Ohio 
State Fair Honey Bee 
Pavilion; Farm Science 
Review; and many more.

Improving Ohio honey bees, working together

Submitted Photo
Inside of swarm trap that Dwight Wells caught at Wright-Patterson 
Air force Base near Dayton, ohio.
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By Merri Hanjora
mhanjora@limanews.com

OTTAWA — Sunshine 
brought a multitude 
of children out to the 
Putnam County Fair, 
June 28. Their screams 
and laughter could be 
heard throughout the 
fairgrounds. Still, other 
kids were found working 
in the barns with their 
animals.

Jason Hedrick, OSU-
Extension and 4-H edu-
cator in Putnam County, 
said more than 800 kids 
were represented at the 
Putnam County Fair 
comprising 24 4-H clubs.

“We have basically all 
schools in the county 
represented, nine public 
and three parochial,” 
said Hedrick.

While the kids work 
extremely hard on their 
fair projects throughout 
the year, they are also 
building friendships 
with other 4-H members.

“I make a lot of friends 
through 4-H,” said Ethan 
Geise, 17, of Ottoville. 
“It’s fun.”

Geise was showing 
two hogs at the fair and 
has been in 4-H for four 
years.

“It helps kids get a 
better understanding 
of responsibility,” said 
Easton Osting, 14, of 
Columbus Grove.

Osting became 
involved in 4-H thanks 
to his stepsister, Hannah 
Keller.

“She grew up around 
hogs, and when my dad 
met her mom, she got 
me into it,” said Osting.

According to Hedrick, 
being a part of 4-H helps 
broaden the kids’ sense 
of community.

“They make connec-
tions with folks outside 
the classroom and they 
do that in multiple plac-
es throughout the year, 
not just at the fair. They 

attend teen leadership 
groups, like the Junior 
Fair Board, 4-H camp 
and community service 
projects. All of these 
things bring kids from 
the county together. 
They may be opponents 
on the ball field, but they 
know each other,” said 
Hedrick.

Hedrick’s own fam-
ily moved into a differ-
ent school district and 
thanks to 4-H, the tran-
sition for his kids was 
made easier.

“It wasn’t as hard 
because within that 
school, they knew some 
of the kids through 4-H,” 
said Hedrick.

Marissa Maag, 14, of 
Ottawa, shows cattle at 
the Putnam County Fair.

“This is my sixth year 
in 4-H but my first year 

showing cows,” said 
Maag. “I’ve made a lot of 
friends. We get together 
outside the fair and then 
see each other here.”

The 4-H kids work 
with their animals daily, 
feeding, grooming and 
walking them. And the 
night time is not much 
different.

“It takes a lot of work 
and you have to be 
calm and patient with 
them because they are 
animals,” said Connor 
Hoersten, 17, of Fort 
Jennings. “At night, the 
kids are working with 
the animals and keeping 
them clean and feeding 
them.”

Grace Schroeder, 14, 
of Leipsic, has found 
her niche with 4-H. She 
has been a member of 
4-H for six years and 

has shown cattle for 
six years at the Putnam 
County Fair.

“I would recommend 

4-H. It’s very fun, I like 
it a lot. I’ve met a lot 
of friends through 4-H 
and we get together a 

lot throughout the year,” 
said Schroeder.

Reach Merri Hanjora at 567-242-
0511.

Forging friendships through 4-H
PuTNAM 
CouNTy 4-H: 
Accepts children in 
kindergarten through 
second grade for 
Cloverbud.
Children in third grade 
and at least 8 years old 
may join 4-H to show 
animals.
For details on 4-H in 
Putnam County, call 
Jason Hedrick at 419-
523-6294.

Merri Hanjora | The Lima News  
Easton osting, of Columbus grove, pets his grand champion gilt, which is a young female pig that has never had babies. This is osting’s 
second grand champion hog.

Ethan geise, of ottoville, cleans hog stalls at the Putnam County fair.

Jason Hedrick, oSu-Extension 
and 4-H educator.
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By Josh Ellerbrock
jellerbrock@limanews.com

OTTAWA — Putnam 
Junior Fair King Reese 
Mangas said standing in 
front of the crowd to see 
what local businesses will 
give you for raising a hog 
can be “kind of odd,” but 
you have to “be happy 
with all you get.”

The roughly four-hour 
Putnam County Junior 
Fair Livestock Sale 
stretched throughout 
Friday morning, June 29, 
and as the day moved 
along, more and more 
people flocked to the 
shade of the show area to 
find relief from the rising 
temperatures of the day.

Mangas and Junior Fair 
Queen Megan Schulte sat 
on the sidelines and hand-
ed out signs to the chil-
dren lining up to stand in 
front of the auctioneer’s 
booth. Schulte herself was 
able to grab $1,900 for 
her market beef cow.

“It does pay to be the 
queen,” the auctioneer 
remarked.

Schulte later clarified: 
She wasn’t queen when 
she made her rounds to 
local businesses to find 
support. Her work was 
done without royal status.

The sale doesn’t actu-
ally sell any livestock, 
although livestock are 
involved. Many listen to 
the bouncing auction-
eer’s voice from speakers 
installed in their barn 
stalls not far from the 
main action.

Rather, the sale is more 
of graduation to show off 
the efforts of the children 
in 4-H. But instead of 
caps and gowns, they 
wear the traditional uni-
form of cowboy boots, 
jeans and plaid button-
down shirts. Many have 
spent months raising 
and feeding livestock, 
learning the business 
and teaching the animal 
how to parade in front of 
judges.

The specifics of each 
animal differs. As high-
school grad Taylor Roth 
explained, her angus cow 
Whiskey is being judged 
on its shape, the line of 
its back and the size of 

its rear end. Show cows, 
however, have different 
specifications the judges 
are looking for.

“They look like a little 
table,” Roth said.

Taylor has been 
involved in the live-
stock sale for the last 
five years. She attends 
the fair with her family 
— aunts, uncles, grand-
parents, parents and 
siblings. Since it’s her 
last year, she plans on 
passing the torch to her 
younger sister.

“It’s fun,” her mother, 
Paula Roth, said. “It’s a 
lot of work, but it’s fun.”

The specialization of 
each animal has allowed 
some families to carve 
out their niches. Schulte 
explained that pork 

competitions tend to 
be a highly competitive 
arena in Putnam County, 
although market beef 
showdowns bring out 
some of the best. Top 
champions in those 
categories tend to grab 
thousands of dollars.

Grand champion and 

reserve champion ani-
mals of all categories, 
however, get a victory 
lap in front of the auc-
tioneer’s booth and the 
added benefit of getting 
recognition in the news-
paper.

Reach Josh Ellerbrock at 567-242-
0398.

Junior Fair livestock sale shows off hard work

SALES
Champion Meat Chickens, 
Miller City New Cleveland 
Gree Promise, $1,050 — 
Dillion Peck

Reserve Champion Meat 
Chickens, Glandorf Bright 
Futures, $575 — Connor 
Haselman

Champion Ducks, 
Continental Lucky 
Stars, $400 — Parker 
Wildermuth

Champion Turkeys, 
Columbus Grove 
Livestock, $700 — Trent 
Koch

Grand Champion Pen 
of Three Rabbits, Miller 
City FFA, $1,500 — Chloe 
Lammers

Reserve Grand Champion 
Pen of Three Rabbits, P-G 
Grow & Show, $900 — 
Olivia Schulte

Champion Market Ewe 
Lamb, O-G High Risers, 
$2,000 — Karlee Maag

Reserve Champion Market 
Ewe Lamb, P-G Grow & 
Show, $1,600 — Mikayla 
Bockrath

Champion Market Wether 
Lamb, Pounding Hooves, 
$2,000 — Ashley Maag

Reserve Champion 
Market Wether Lamb, Fort 
Jennings Showmen, $800 
— Jacob Wiechart

Grand Champion Market 
Goat, O-G High Risers, 
$3,525 — Sydney Kleman

Reserve Champion Market 
Goat, Miller City New 
Cleveland Green Promise, 
$1,700 — Kylie Peck

Reserve Champion Bred 
and Fed, Miller City New 
Cleveland Green Promise, 
$800 — Dylan Schroeder

Champion Dairy Feeder 

Calf, Fort Jennings 
Showmen, $2,500 — 
Connor Hoersten

Reserve Champion Dairy 
Feeder Calf, Miller City 
New Cleveland Green 
Promise, $600 — Kaleb 
Gable

Grand Champion Beef 
Feeder Calf, Columbus 
Grove Livestock, $2,400 — 
Reed Schumachher

Reserve Grand Champion 
Beef Feeder Calf, Fort 
Jennings Showmen, 
$2,500 — Troy Calvelage

Grand Champion Beef 
Steer, Miller City FFA, 
$5,200 — Dakota 
Warnimont

Reserve Grand Champion 
Beef Steer, Kalida Go 
Getters, $2,700 — Lauren 
Schulte

Champion Dairy Steer, 
Miller City FFA, $1,400 — 
Ashley Schroeder

Reserve Champion Dairy 
Steer, Miller City New 
Cleveland Green Promise, 
$1,300 — Ryan Schroeder

Champion Bred and Fed, 
Fort Jennings Showmen, 
$2,400 —Jacob Wiechart

Reserve Champion Bred 
and Fed, Columbus Grove 
Livestock, $2,700 — Riley 
Schumacher

Champion Gilt, Columbus 
Grove Livestock, $2,910 — 
Easton Osting

Champion Barrow, 
Columbus Grove 
Livestock, $1,400 — 
Samantha Baldridge

Reserve Champion 
Gilt, Columbus Grove 
Livestock, $1,525 — 
Hunter Sudlow

Reserve Champion Barrow, 
Miller City New Cleveland 
Green Promise, $1,700 — 
Dakota Warnimont

Nine-year-olds grady gerding (far left) and Trent Benroth (center) wait for their turns in the stand with 
less enthusiasm than others sitting in the crowd.

Junior fair Queen Megan Schulte adjusts her crown before standing 
in front of the auctioneer’s booth.

Josh Ellerbrock | The Lima News
Taylor Roth and her Angus cow, Whiskey, have a moment behind the scenes.

PuTNAM CouNTy fAIR

Sale attendees flip through market prices of livestock presented by 
the auction.
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Ag 80x152x16 $97,000 - Installed

Call Toll Free - (855) MQS-3334
Delivery Fees May Apply
www.mqsstructures.com

Agricultural Buildings • Call for FREE Estimates

S T R U C T U R E S ,  L L C

Prices Include: 1-Entry Door and 1-Sliding Door
Optional: Wainscot, Sidelights, and Overhangs

Agricultural Buildings
Call for FREE Estimates
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FRENCHTOWN
TRAILER SALES & SUPPLY CO. 

11465 Mangen Rd., P.O. Box 312  •  Versailles, OH 45380

937-526-4057 • 866-217-7440
Visit our web site for current inventory: 

www.frenchtowntrailer.com
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Did you know?
The Farm Bill

The United States Farm Bill serves as a primary agriculture and food policy tool of the 
federal government, and is usually a bipartisan legislation. 

• The Farm Bill is a general term for the all-encompassing and wide-ranging legislation 
that typically goes through Congress every four or five years.

• The Farm Bill traces its roots back to The Great Depression, a tough time for 
American farmers.

• The farm bill got its start in 1933 as part of President Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s 
New Deal legislation. 

• The current Farm Bill, The Agriculture Act of 2014, is set to expire September 30, 
2018. 

• The 2014 Farm Bill consists of 12 titles that provide support for farmers and 
non-farmers, including: commodities; conservation; trade; nutrition; credit; rural 
development; research, extension, and related matters; forestry; energy; specialty 
crops and horticulture; crop insurance; and miscellaneous.

• The current 2014 Farm Bill cost almost $500 billion. 

• Members of Congress who sit on the Senate and House Committees on Agriculture, 
Nutrition, and Forestry hold the primary responsibility of drafting farm bills.

• Its three original goals were to keep food prices fair for farmers and consumers, 
ensure an adequate food supply, and protect and sustain the country’s vital natural 
resources. 

Sources: www.farmbill.farmflavor.com
www.sustainableagriculture.net/our-work/campaigns/fbcampaign/what-is-the-farm-bill

Submitted Photo
Max Moeller of farmers Equipment in Elida, demonstrates a Pro-700 
guidance display in a Case IH 7230 combine. Craig J. orosz | The 
Lima News

get what you call RTK, which is the best guidance 
system, you could set a line basically down the center 
of state Route 309 and come back a year later and it 
would be within one inch of that line.”

There are even conversion kits farmers can purchase 
for equipment from before automation was available. 
Moeller’s seen farmers purchase the kits to put them on 
tractors from the 1970s.

When will cars catch up?
‘You and me buying our own autonomous vehicle, 

it’s going to be awhile,” said Weimer. “People always 
ask me for a date. We’re not exactly sure, but I’m going 
to say 10 plus years before you see a large amount of 
autonomous vehicles driving on the road.”

What most likely will happen is a slow adoption of 
autonomous features added to the vehicles we drive, 
she said.

For example, rear view cameras were a feature only 
seen in luxury vehicles when they were first released. 
Gradually they have become a more standard feature, 
Weimer said. Automated features like parallel park 
assist and adaptive cruise control also will gradually 
become more standard in vehicles. All that will happen 
before fully autonomous vehicles hit the streets.

From page 1

Today

By Sam Shriver
sshriver@limanews.com

LIMA — The Lima Allen 
County Chamber of Commerce 
inducted Robert W. Core and Bar-
rett D. Feigh Sr. into the Allen 
County Agriculture Hall of Fame 
July 12 night during a special din-
ner at the City Club in Lima.

“Both of them have done sig-
nificant things in the agribusiness 
community. Both are involved 
in the farming aspects as well as 
some other aspects personally as 
far as what they’ve gotten involved 
in. The committee that selected 
them went through a rigorous 
process to determine not only the 
agribusiness that they’ve done but 
what else they have done to make 
a difference in the community,” 
said Jed Metzger, president and 
CEO of the chamber.

“Our goal with the Hall of Fame 
is to annually recognize local 
agriculturalists that have been 
instrumental to the success and 
excellence of agriculture in Allen 
County, either as a farmer or in an 
agriculturally related field,” said 
Beth Seibert, chair of the cham-
ber’s agribusiness committee.

Core is a retired farmer and 
agricultural teacher who has 
resided in Allen County for more 
than 67 years. He is a fifth-gener-
ation owner-operator of an Ohio 
Department of Agriculture certi-
fied century and sesquicentennial 
Farm near Spencerville.

Core’s 25-year career as a voca-

tional agriculture teacher, FFA 
adviser and Young Farmer Asso-
ciation adviser began in 1962 at 
Shawnee High School. From 1979 
to 1999 he served those same 
roles at Spencerville High School.

“Oh, it’s very nice. I think 
there’s a lot of people who deserve 
it, maybe more than I do, so I was 
surprised by it,” said Core.

Feigh is a retired farmer who 
still resides on the farm near 
Hume that his father purchased 
in 1942. Feigh’s grain farm acre-
age expanded over time to a 
quite considerable operation. He 
admits that two important keys 
to his success have been to sur-
round himself with innovative 

farmers who would assist and 
challenge one another, and to 
continually educate himself on all 
facets of crop production so he 
could improve his proficiency and 
keep up with a rapidly advancing 
industry.

He and other area farmers 
developed a buying group which 
enabled them advantages of buy-
ing equipment and supplies. He 
and this group work with Ohio 
State University Extension to 
provide agronomic test plots, her-
bicide application formulas, seed 
and chemical rates and operation-
al methods.

Reach Sam Shriver at 567-242-0409.

2 inducted into Allen Co. Ag Hall of Fame
Core, Feigh honored July 12

Sam Shriver | The Lima News
Robert W. Core (left) and Barrett D. feigh Sr. are the newest members of the Allen County 
Ag Hall of fame.
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Ranked items among the 88 state counties and 3,079 U.S. 
counties, 2012*
  State Universe U.S.  Universe 

Item Quantity Rank 1 Rank 1

MARKET VALUE  
OF AGRICULTURAL  
PRODUCTS SOLD ($1,000) 
Total value of  
agricultural products sold 48,228 63 88 1,790 3,077 
Value of crops including  
nursery and greenhouse 46,387 56 88 1,211 3,072 
Value of livestock, poultry,  
and their products 1,842 82 88 2,777 3,076 

VALUE OF SALES BY  
COMMODITY GROUP ($1,000) 
Grains, oilseeds,  
dry beans, and dry peas 26,384 59 88 1,132 2,926 
Vegetables, melons,  
potatoes, and sweet potatoes 521 41 88 1,079 2,802 
Fruits, tree nuts, and berries 166 37 87 1,174 2,724 
Nursery, greenhouse,  
floriculture, and sod 18,837 5 88 161 2,678 
Cut Christmas trees  
and short rotation woody crops 284 3 78 116 1,530 
Other crops and hay 195 86 88 2,777 3,049 
Poultry and eggs 21 79 88 2,028 3,013 
Cattle and calves 417 84 88 2,818 3,056 
Milk from cows (D) 76 85 (D) 2,038 
Hogs and pigs 33 76 87 1,587 2,827 
Sheep, goats, wool,  
mohair, and milk 120 57 88 1,205 2,988 
Aquaculture (D) 10 51 (D) 1,366
Other animals and  
other animal products 228 18 88 703 2,924 

TOP CROP ITEMS (acres) 
Soybeans for beans 26,346 56 87 835 2,162 
Corn for grain 19,265 59 87 986 2,638 
Wheat for grain, all 2,060 52 87 1,340 2,537
Winter wheat for grain 2,060 52 87 1,272 2,480 
Sod harvested 1,614 1 17 36 690 

TOP LIVESTOCK  
INVENTORY ITEMS (number) 
Layers 1,428 69 88 1,576 3,040 
Horses and ponies 1,049 43 88 1,146 3,072 
Cattle and calves 773 85 88 2,908 3,063 
Sheep and lambs 684 58 88 1,183 2,897 
Hogs and pigs 642 62 88 1,155 2,889 

Other County Highlights, 2012 
Economic Characteristics Quantity 
Farms by value of sales:
Less than $1,000 ............................................................................................................................89 
$1,000 to $2,499 ............................................................................................................................32 
$2,500 to $4,999 ............................................................................................................................56 
5,000 to $9,999 ...............................................................................................................................37 
$10,000 to $19,999........................................................................................................................38 
$20,000 to $24,999........................................................................................................................10 
$25,000 to $39,999........................................................................................................................22 
$40,000 to $49,999........................................................................................................................10 
$50,000 to $99,999........................................................................................................................26 
$100,000 to $249,999 ...................................................................................................................26 
$250,000 to $499,999 ...................................................................................................................18 
$500,000 or more ..........................................................................................................................24 

Total farm production expenses ($1,000) .................................................................... 38,586 
Average per farm ($)99,447 ............................................................................................................
Net cash farm income of operation ($1,000) .............................................................. 13,629 
Average per farm ($) ............................................................................................................ 35,126 

Operator Characteristics Quantity 
Principal operators by primary occupation:
Farming .......................................................................................................................................... 157 
Other ............................................................................................................................................... 231 
Principal operators by sex: ..............................................................................................................
Male ................................................................................................................................................. 308 
Female ...............................................................................................................................................80 
Average age of principal operator (years) ........................................................................ 57.9 
All operators by race(2): ...................................................................................................................
Asian ..................................................................................................................................................... 8 
White ............................................................................................................................................... 871 
More than one race ........................................................................................................................ 5 
All operators of Spanish, Hispanic, or Latino Origin(2) ...................................................... 3 

See “Census of Agriculture, Volume 1, Geographic Area Series” for complete footnotes, explanations,  
definitions, and methodology. 
1= Universe is number of counties in state or U.S. with the item. 
2= Data collected for maximum of three operators per farm

Agriculture SnApShotAgriculture Sn
Franklin County

2012 CENSUS of
AGRICULTURE
County Profile

 2012 2007 % change

Number of Farms ..............................388 ..............................429 ................................-10%

Land in Farms .....................................62,017 acres .............59,601 acres ...............+4%

Average Size of Farm ......................160 acres ...................139 acres .................. +15%

Market Value of Products Sold ..$48,228,000 .............$43,685,000 ............. +10%

Crop Sales ..........................$46,387,000 .............(96 percent)

Livestock Sales .................$1,842,000 ................(4 percent)

Average Per Farm ............$124,300 ...................$101,830 ................... +22%

Government Payments .................$853,000 ...................$997,000 .....................-14%

Average Per Farm  
Receiving Payments .......................$5,806 ........................$6,193 ............................ -6%
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