
Cultivating hemp

Amanda Rockhold | Rural Life Today 
Robert Ryan of Queen City Hemp in Cincinnati at the Findlay Market. With him are Queen City Products, 
CBD seltzers, tincture and salve.

Will the Hemp Farming Act of 2018 pass through the farm bill?

CCA 
Society, 
decades 
in the 
making
Special to the Galion 
Inquirer
Courtesy www.crawfordcofair.
com

BUCYRUS — To say 
the Crawford County 
Fair has changed since 
1848 is a huge under-
statement.

As the 161st edition 
of the fair commenced 
July 15-21, here is a 
look back at how it all 
started.

The first Crawford 
County Fair featured 
ten entries of sheep 
and hogs, exhibited in 
wagons on the present 
courthouse ground 
with a few needlecraft 
displays on exhibit on 
the second floor of the 
old courthouse. The 
date of that first fair 
was October 19, 1848.

Officers of the Craw-
ford County Agricul-
tural Society, which 
was organized in the 
fall of 1848, included 
Zalmon Rowse, presi-
dent; Jacob Mollen-
kopf, vice president; 
and Andrew Failor, 
treasurer.

The second fair was 
Oct. 25, 1849.

The fair grew to 
three days — Oct. 
17-18 — in 1850.

There were other 
changes and other 
sites each year, until 
the start of the Civil 
War.

It was to be six years 
before another fair 
would be held. But the 
site used six years ear-
lier had been ruined 
during the war.

Entirely separated 
from the Crawford 
County Agricultural 
Society was a stock 
company organized 
by 11 men, under the 
name of the Crawford 
County Agricultural 

By Amanda Rockhold
arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com

CINCINNATI — 
Hemp could be a hot 
new commodity for 
Ohio farmers in the near 
future.

In June, Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell (R-Ky.) 
succeeded in including 
the Hemp Farming Act of 
2018 in the Senate’s 2018 
Farm Bill. The bill would 
remove hemp from the 
controlled substance list 
and enable it to be grown 
and cultivated as an 
agricultural commodity.

“[The Hemp 
Farming Act of 2018] 
could provide a new 
opportunity for Ohio 
farmers in an exploding 
industry,” said Robert 
Ryan, president and 
co-founder, QC Infusion 
(brand name Queen City 
Hemp) of Cincinnati. 
“Hemp protein, CBD 
(cannabidiol) and fiber 
are all potential options 
for a vast supply chain. 
Looking at Kentucky’s 
leading example, people 
are looking for a new 
crop to replace current 
rotations that are 
becoming less viable like 
tobacco.”

The Senate and House 
farm bill versions will 
soon go to the Senate-
House Conference 
Committee, where the 
differences between 
the two bills will be 
addressed and resolved. 
The current farm bill 
expires September 30, 
2018. If the proposed 
hemp legislation passes 
through the final farm 
bill, then states will have 
the option to implement 
hemp programs.

“The way the 
McConnell amendment 
is written, the state 
gets that option to have 
that primary regulatory 
authority,” said Peggy 
Kirk-Hall, associate 
professor and director, 
OSU Agricultural and 
Resource Law Program.

Hall said the added 
provision in the farm 
bill amendment would 
allow the United 
States Department of 
Agriculture to license 
producers in states that 
didn’t choose to exercise 
a hemp program. “That 
is very favorable to 
farmers,” said Hall.

ER Beach, Owner, 
Hemptations, Planet 
EveryWear, and Tohi Spa 
in Cincinnati, said that 

he wasn’t surprised when 
the 2018 Hemp Farming 
Act of 2018 was included 
in the Senate Farm Bill.

“The industry has 
proven in the states legal 
to grow over the last four 
years that this is a viable, 
non threatening crop that 
every farmer should have 
the choice to sow,” said 
Beach.

The 2014 Farm Bill (or 
the Agricultural Act of 
2015) included a section 
that allows for industrial 
hemp to be grown in 
certain circumstances.

“With the 2014 Farm 
Bill passing the US is 
growing thousands of 
acres across the country. 
The CBD industry 
is helping with this, 
as well,” said Beach. 
“Selling hemp goods 
that were grown and 
processed in the US is 
something we take a lot 
of pride in these days.”

Similar legislation as 
the Hemp Farming Act 
has been proposed in 
the past, but has gained 
little traction. Hall said 
that the legislation has 
a better chance of being 
passed since it’s in the 
Senate’s version of the 

Documentation 
will be crucial in 
2018 dicamba drift

By Peggy Kirk Hall and Cecilia Lokai-Minnich

COLUMBUS — As several major lawsuits over 
alleged dicamba drift in recent years play out in 
court, we wonder what legal issues we might see 
with dicamba applications this year. After the 
sharp increase in 2017 drift reports, Environmen-
tal Protection Agency (EPA) has agreed with 
Monsanto, BASF and DuPont to classify Xtendi-
Max, Engenia and FeXapan dicamba products as 
“restricted use” and revise the product labels to 
further reduce the risk of harm from over-the-top 
applications. While we don’t know whether these 
changes will result in fewer reports of dicamba 
drift in 2018, we can predict that documentation 
will play a key role in those instances where drift 
may occur.

What is the status of dicamba litigation?
Earlier this year, a federal panel centralized 11 

dicamba cases involving 136 plaintiffs in Arkan-
sas, Missouri, Kansas and Illinois into one multi-
district litigation (MDL), “IN RE: Dicamba Her-
bicides Litigation.” The MDL claims allege crop 
damage from XtendiMax, Engenia and FeXapan 
as well as harm from the development and mar-
keting of Monsanto’s Xtend seeds. In “Bader 
Farms,” the oldest MDL case, the judge recently 
dismissed some claims against BASF but allowed 
other claims to move forward, such as failure to 
warn, negligent design and marketing, negligent 
training, punitive damages, civil conspiracy, and 
trespassing. The judge also denied Monsanto’s 
motion to dismiss the farm’s claim that the com-
pany conspired to create an “ecological disaster.” 
We won’t likely see final decisions on questions 
of liability in any of the dicamba MDL cases until 
next year.

What can we learn from the dicamba drift cases?
A central argument in the dicamba litigation 

will be whether dicamba drifted due to operator 
error or product failure. One side claims that the 
herbicide is volatile and will drift in certain cir-
cumstances regardless of operator actions, while 
the other side believes that operator’s actions and 
omissions caused the drift occurrences. This dis-
agreement highlights the importance of evidence 
in a drift situation. The lesson we can learn is 
that an applicator must be prepared to prove 
the conditions surrounding a dicamba applica-
tion, and show that the application met all label 
requirements. Thorough documentation should 
provide such proof and help resolve the critical 
question of what caused the drift incident.

What should an applicator do to reduce liability for 
drift in 2018?

Maybe an applicator isn’t imagining that he or 
she will end up in litigation over a dicamba drift 
incident, but remember, too, that an insurance 
provider will not cover harm from a restricted 
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Technology continually 
changes the world as we 
know it – as does taste 
in style and fashion. You 
probably already knew 
that.

On the technology side, 
phone lines are almost a 
thing of the past. News-
papers and magazines are 
spiraling around the print 
shop drain. Blockbuster, 
once a video entertain-
ment behemoth, is down 

to its last store – in Bend, 
Oregon – after two stores 
closed in Alaska, in July. 
Like many people, Kris 
and I rarely use our DVD 
player.

And on the style front, 
millennials and some of 
us old fogeys now are 
into body art. I am not 
talking about having a 
small tiger on my butt 
cheek. Rather, I’m refer-
ring to people who go for 

full-scale tattoo art 
on their legs, arms, 
chest – even face. 
I formerly thought 
this was a fad: the 
need to decorate 
our bodies to make us 
noteworthy to others. 
Now, I think it has gotten 
out of hand.

Pet owners find it fash-
ionable to adorn their 
furry friends in hoodies 
and booties. It’s even 

common to see 
little foo-foo dogs 
in bonnets, Easter 
outfits and rain 
gear that costs as 
much as tickets to 

an OSU football game.
And pets are getting 

plastic surgery. First, it 
was just Dane or boxer 
pups getting their ears 
cropped to stand erect. 
Then owners wanted 
their dogs to have more 
pointed, erect ears that 
almost defy gravity.

My late wife and 
veterinary medicine 
partner, Dr. Judy, occa-
sionally performed these 
surgeries upon request, 
although I know she 
wasn’t thrilled with the 
idea. The word was out 
that she was an artist in 
performing these cos-
metic surgeries. But she 
eventually stopped doing 
ear crops. Fortunately, 
animal welfare awareness 
is gradually changing the 
mindset of the pointy-
eared breed owners. 
Frankly, there isn’t any 
animal health justification 
for cosmetic ear crop-
ping.

Now we’re on to a new 
wave of cosmetic pet 
surgeries – including one 

that is becoming popu-
lar for male pets (The 
Secret Price of Pets, P. 
Haldeman, NY Times, 
July 4, 2018). More than 
500,000 dogs and other 
animal species have had 
this new procedure, 
which was first intro-
duced in 1995.

The procedure? Dog 
owners are having fake 
silicone testicles, patent-
ed as Neuticles, inserted 
into the scrotum of 
their neutered boy dogs. 
Apparently, so their dogs 
look like real studs, to 
protect their self-esteem.

Kim Kardashian West’s 
boxer sports Neuticles, as 
did Larry Flynt’s Dober-
mans. Apparently, these 
implants also help soothe 
the guilt of owners who 
worry they may dam-
age their beloved pet’s 
psyche. Allegedly, Neu-
ticles are effective in cur-
ing the young male dog 
that approaches everyone 
with a tail-wagging greet-
ing before latching onto 
their leg. With Neuticles, 
Old Shep no longer has 
to feel like a eunuch.

Not only canines and 
felines are receiving these 
implants. The procedure 
also has been performed 

on an elephant, prairie 
dogs and a monkey. 
But most Neuticles are 
implanted in dogs.

This surgery allows Old 
Shep to grow old with 
grace and confidence 
for those times he meets 
a strange dog on the 
street. He’ll be able to 
hold his tail up proudly 
as he struts around to 
give other dogs the signal 
that he isn’t to be messed 
with. He’ll have what it 
takes to intimidate them.

In the old days I 
smiled when a couple of 
my horse clients drove 
pickup trucks acces-
sorized with a large set of 
flesh-colored “neuticles” 
swinging off the rear 
bumper hitch. Now own-
ers of neutered boy dogs 
can do the same kind of 
thing with their canines.

Oh, I almost forgot. 
The makers of Neuticles 
may think they own the 
name of their patented 
product, but Kasche, 
our six-year-old grand-
son coming home from 
school, asked his grand-
mother (my wife, Kris-
ten) did she know that 
boys had “neuticles” and 
girls have “vaginacles.” 
Kris was speechless.

Neuticles, will they prevent sheep from cowering in public?
Don 
Sanders
Contributing 
columnist

When Sue Stapleton’s 
six daughters were 
little girls, the family 
was gathered at the din-
ner table sharing their 
evening meal. It was 
young Megan’s turn for 
the “I Spy” game that was 
going on during dinner. 
Megan said “I spy, with 
my little eye something 
that is gross!” The fam-
ily tried to guess and 
Megan said “Vegetables!” 
While most children (and 
even some adults) might 
agree with Megan, it’s 
not vegetables that are a 
challenge nowadays for 

Sue, but milk. Diagnosed 
as someone with a milk 
allergy changed the way 
Sue planned and prepared 
food for herself and her 
family.

“I used to cook very 
quick meals using con-
densed soups and cheese. 
I didn’t really know how 
to cook without using 
dairy. When you evaluate 
every ingredient you soon 
realize nearly everything 
has milk in it! Now I try 
to eat as many fresh and 
raw things as I can, but 
that requires planning, 
time, more trips to the 

store and money,” 
says Sue. “If I don’t 
plan well, we end 
up throwing out 
those beautiful 
fresh fruits and 
vegetables because they 
don’t stay fresh very long! 
We simply do the best we 
can.”

Sue grew up on a farm 
in northern New York 
State. Her family owned 
one of the largest chicken 
farms in the state, hous-
ing about 40,000 laying 
chickens, which produced 
between two and three 
thousand eggs a day.

“It provided 
lots of opportu-
nity for work!” Sue 
declares. “In the 
spring, we would 
get a truckload of 

soft baby chicks. As I 
remember, it was usually 
around 1,500 of them. 
We had a special part of 
the barn with lights to 
keep them warm. I had to 
change the water and feed 
them. That was a delight 
for me!” Later when Sue 
was a young teen, the 
family started a dairy 
farm, having no idea the 
irony of the situation that 

their farm daughter Sue 
was allergic to milk.

“My parents were 
dedicated members of 
4-H. My mother was a 
leader and that is where 
I remember learning how 
to cook. We had cooking 
classes and competitions. 
The most exciting was 
the County Fair,” says 
Sue. Sue did well and 
came home several times 
with blue ribbons. And 
while she says she enjoys 
cooking, she thinks it is 
because of the end result 
— the eating!

“I like the result more 

than I do the process,” 
she says with a bright 
smile. “I love to make 
a main dish and have it 
taste great and at the 
same time be healthy. 
That is the most reward-
ing part of cooking.”

Since Sue’s girls are 
grown and most of them 
gone from home, this 
happy homemaker has a 
little more time for walks 
in her quiet, country 
neighborhood. The home 
she shares with her hus-
band of 40 years, Steve, 

Cooking with a milk allergy
Darla 
Cabe
Contributing 
columnist
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sits pleasantly on a small 
knoll. “From the swing on 
our front porch, we can 
look down the yard and 
watch our willow trees 
sway in the breeze and 
listen to the water falling 
in the fountain. To me 
it is the most beautiful 
and relaxing place in the 
world.”

growing up in a small 
farming community, she 
never enjoyed city life 
but certainly does enjoy 
her rural neighborhood. 
“There are some wonder-
ful people,” Sue shares. 
“The best part of country 
living is the people.” 
Every summer the friends 
gather for a traditional 
cookout, with good food 
and time to catch up on 
each other’s lives. When 
there have been deaths or 
illnesses, the neighbors 
get together and bring in 
meals or do whatever is 
needed to help the affect-
ed family.

Whether with neigh-
bors, friends from church, 
or other acquaintances, 
Sue shares her love of 
food and healthy cooking. 
Hippocrates is credited 
with saying “Let food 
be thy medicine and 
medicine be thy food.” No 
matter who really said it, 
Sue believes there is truth 
to it.

“Our bodies require the 
right things to function 
properly. We have minds 
and reason and power to 

make choices, so we have 
the ability and respon-
sibility to take care of 
ourselves by the way, how 
much and what kinds of 
foods we eat,” Sue says. 
“As we do, we will feel 
better and in some cases 
even act better.”

For Sue, that means she 
avoids dairy products, 
but that doesn’t mean 
her menus are dull or 
not tasty. She continues 
to explore and re-make 
recipes. She tries new 
things too as she prepares 
dishes for her neighbors 
and family. She feels 
satisfaction in her role as 
homemaker and although 
it takes a lot of energy 
and much of her time, her 
husband, daughters and 
grandchildren are where 
her heart is. Although 
Sue has had other jobs in 
her life, she says “There 
is nothing like creating 
a beautiful home with 
a comfortable environ-
ment.”

Creamy sun-dried tomato 
paleo baked chicken

Ingredients:
• 1/4 cup Unmodified 

Potato Starch (or Tapioca 
Starch or Corn Starch if 
you don’t eat Paleo) 

• 1 Tbsp Real Salt
• 1 tsp Freshly Ground 

Pepper • 8 Chicken 
thighs (bone-in, skin 
removed) • 3 Tbsp Extra 
Virgin Olive Oil (divided)

• 1 Yellow Onion 
(Sliced thinly) • 3/4 cup 
Sliced Sun-dried Toma-
toes (not packed in oil)

• 1 Tbsp Garlic 
(minced) • 1 tsp Ital-

ian Seasoning (oregano, 
thyme, parsley) • large 
pinch Red Pepper Flakes 
• 13.5 oz can Coconut 
Milk • 1 cup Chicken 
Stock (or Broth)

• Basil (shredded, to 
top)

Instructions: 
1. Mix together the 

potato or tapioca starch, 
salt, and pepper in a 
medium sized bowl. Toss 
the chicken thighs in the 
mixture until fully coated.

2. Preheat oven to 400 
degrees F 3. Heat 2 T. of 
the Olive Oil in a large 
oven-proof frying pan 
or ceramic coated dutch 
oven. Add the chicken, 
four pieces at a time, 
and brown on each side. 
When the chicken is all 
browned, remove it and 
set it aside.

4. Add the remaining 
1 T. of oil to the pan and 
heat to medium/high. 
Add the sliced onion and 
saute for 2 minutes. Add 
the sun-dried tomatoes, 
garlic, Italian Seasoning, 
and red pepper and saute 
for another 30 seconds. 5. 
Add the coconut milk and 
chicken broth and bring 
to a boil.

6. Add the chicken 
back into the sauce, 
scooping the onions and 
tomatoes over the top of 
the chicken. Try to fit the 
chicken in a single layer, 
if possible.

7. Cover pan with a 
lid (make sure it is oven 
safe) and place it in the 
oven. Cook for 45 min-
utes at 400 degrees. After 
45 minutes, reduce the 
heat to 300 and cook for 

another 20 minutes.
8. Remove from the 

oven and top with shred-
ded basil just before serv-
ing.

Zucchini Noodles with 
Creamy Avocado Pesto

Serves: 8 Servings

Ingredients:
• 6 large zucchini, spi-

ralized
• 1 Tbsp olive oil
For the Sauce:
• 2 ripe avocados
• 1 cup fresh basil 

leaves
• 3 cloves garlic
• ¼ cup pine nuts
• 2 Tbsp lemon juice
• ½ tsp. sea salt
• 3 Tbsp olive oil
• Cracked black pep-

per, to taste

Instructions:
1. Spiralize your zuc-

chini and set aside on 
paper towels so that any 
excess water is soaked 
up.

2. In a food proces-
sor, add avocados, basil 
leaves, garlic, pine nuts, 
lemon juice and sea salt 
and pulse until finely 
chopped. Then with the 
motor still running, add 
olive oil in a slow stream 
until emulsified and 
creamy.

3. Drizzle olive oil in a 
large skillet over medium 
high heat then add zuc-
chini noodles, cooking 
for about 1 to 2 minutes 
until tender.

4. Add zucchini noo-
dles to a large bowl and 
toss with avocado pesto. 
Season with cracked pep-
per and a little Parme-
san, serve and enjoy!

Healthy Fudgy Brown-
ie Bites

Ingredients:
2/3 cup cashews (I 

use raw, unsalted, whole 
from Trader Joe’s) 1/3 
cup unsweetened natural 
cocoa powder 1 cup soft, 
moist medjool dates, pit-
ted and loosely packed (I 
used 20 medium dates) 1 
tablespoon vanilla extract 
1 to 4 tablespoons agave 
nectar, or as necessary 
(maple syrup, honey, 
yacon, or corn syrup 
may be substituted but 
all impart more flavor 
than agave) sprinkles for 
dredging, optional (many 
brands are inherently 
vegan)

Directions:
1. To the canister of a 

food processor or Vita-
Mix (I prefer my food 
processor for this job), 
add the cashews, cocoa 
powder, and blend to pul-
verize into fine crumbs, 
about 15 seconds. Do 
not over-process because 
you will make chocolate-
cashew butter very 
quickly.

2. Add the dates, vanil-
la, and process until mix-
ture begins to combine. 
It’s likely the mixture will 
be sandy, coarse and not 
combining. As necessary 
to get it to combine, add 
agave, one tablespoon at a 
time, pulsing to incorpo-
rate after each addition.

3. You’ll know the con-
sistency is right when the 
dough combines into a 
softball-sized mound and 
the mound travels around 
the canister in one big 

ball. It will still be tacky 
and sticky, but it shouldn’t 
be wet and sloppy. Dough 
that resembles the con-
sistency of nut butter is 
too runny and loose and 
dry ingredients must be 
added to help it solidify. 
Add a tablespoon or two 
more cocoa powder or 
cashews, as necessary, to 
dry out the dough. Dough 
that’s too pebbly, dry, or 
sandy will benefit from 
another couple dates or 
tablespoon of agave, as 
necessary, to moisten it.

4. Transfer dough to a 
plate or bowl, cover with 
plastic wrap, and refriger-
ate for at least 2 hours, 
up to 1 week, before 
rolling into balls. Dough 
that’s warm is difficult to 
work with; it’s stickier, 
messier, and it leaves a 
chocolate paste-like layer 
on your hands. Wait until 
it’s chilled before pulling 
off small hunks and roll-
ing between palms until 
smooth. Work quickly 
because the warmer the 
dough gets, the harder it 
is to roll. I roll the balls 
about 3/4-inch in diam-
eter, up to 1-inch.

5. Optionally, dredge 
balls through sprinkles. 
This has the added ben-
efit of absorbing some of 
the tackiness or stickiness 
of the dough.

6. I prefer the bites 
chilled and store them in 
the refrigerator. Bites will 
keep in an airtight con-
tainer at room tempera-
ture for many weeks, or in 
the refrigerator for many 
months, or in the freezer 
for 6+ months.

from page 2
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By Amanda Rockhold
arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com

COLUMBUS — Ohio 
gov. John R. Kasich’s 
executive order on eight 
watersheds near Lake 
Erie has evoked concern 
among many in the agri-
cultural industry.

Kasich signed the 
executive order July 11 
issuing state agencies 
to consider eight north-
western watersheds near 
Lake Erie as “Waters in 
Distress” to reduce high 
nutrient levels causing 
harmful algal blooms.

“This [executive order] 
was a plan that actually 
came with no resources. 
And I don’t think it was 
set up to be successful 
in the long term,” said 
Kris Swartz, supervisor 
of Wood County Soil and 
Water Conservation Dis-
trict.

The Ohio Soil and 
Water Conservation Com-
mission (OSWCC) met 
July 19 to review and dis-
cuss gov. Kasich’s execu-
tive order. Swartz attend-
ed that meeting. OSWCC 

moved to subcommittee 
the executive order to 
determine if the waters 
are in distress. Therefore, 
the decision was delayed 
and the watersheds are 
not labeled in distress at 
this time.

Swartz said the main 
issue was that the order 
was going to require 
7,000 farmers to have 
nutrient management 
plans. Those plans have 
to be approved and “most 
likely worked on” by 
several Soil and Water 
Districts.

“We really don’t have 
the capacity to do that 
kind of volume right now 
with the current fund-
ing” said Swartz. “gov-
ernor Kasich pointed to 
Senator gardner’s Clean 
Lake 2020 as a possibly 
funding source, but that 
wasn’t really what that 
program was designed 
for.” Clean Lake 2020 is a 
one-year bill and Swartz 
said that cleaning the 
watersheds of Lake Erie 
will need funding for mul-
tiple years.

“The farmers [at the 
OSWCC meeting July 
19] are not against water 
quality initiatives,” said 
Swartz. “But they’re 
against this plan being 
mandatory.”

The watersheds of the 
executive order include: 
Platter Creek, Little Flat 
Rock Creek, Little Aug-
laize River, Eagle Creek, 
Auglaize River, Blanchard 
River, St. Marys River 
and Ottawa River.

“We’ve done a lot to 
ensure the health of Lake 
Erie, Ohio’s crown jewel, 
including investments 
of more than $3 billion 
since 2011 to improve 
water quality in the lake 
and its watershed,” gov. 
Kasich said in a news 
release. “But it’s clear that 
more aggressive action 
is needed, especially to 
reduce or eliminate the 
algae blooms that have 
marred the western basin 
for years. This executive 
order is intended to kick 
those efforts into over-
drive.”

This aggressive action 

has caused The Ohio 
Farm Bureau, Speaker 
Ryan Smith and some 
farmers to speak out 
against the executive 
order.

On July 18 Speaker of 
the Ohio House Ryan 
Smith (R-Bidwell) held 
a press conference 
with the chairs of both 
the Senate and House 
Agriculture Committee, 
calling for gov. Kasich 
to rescind his executive 
order.

“The legislature has 
not been sitting on its 
hands when it comes 
to the issue of water 
quality and nutrient 
runoff in Ohio,” said 
Speaker Smith. “While 
there is more work to 
be done, we have made 
tremendous strides and 
continue to work toward 
a solution. We invite the 
governor and agency 
directors to come to the 
table to communicate 
with all stakeholders, 
most importantly Ohio 
farmers, to ensure we 
create a legislative fix 
that improves water 
quality without making 
farmers’ jobs harder.”

Previous to this 
conference, The Ohio 
Farm Bureau released 
statements against the 
order, claiming that 
“gov. John Kasich 
abandoned one of his 
most basic principles by 
announcing unilateral 
regulation of farming 
practices in an attempt 
to improve Lake Erie 
water quality,” according 
to the news release.

Also in the Ohio Farm 
Bureau release, the 
executive order would 
include regulation of 
more than 2 million 
acres in northwest Ohio.

“The Ohio House and 
Senate are calling for 
the governor to rescind 
his executive order 
regarding additional 
burdensome and costly 
regulations on the 
agricultural industry,” 
said Rep. Brian 
Hill (R-Zanesville), 
chairman of the House 
Agriculture and Rural 
Development Committee 
at Speaker Smith’s press 
conference. “As a farmer 
myself, we need an 
opportunity for public 
input on the issue, 

especially from the 7,000 
farmers in the affected 
watersheds.”

Working together
“The plan wasn’t really 

shared with very many 
stakeholders ahead 
of time, which really 
lessened the chances 
of it being successful,” 
said Swartz. “Unless you 
have all the people on 
board at the beginning, 
the chances of being 
successful are slim.”

Following the OSWCC 
meeting July 19, the 
Ohio Farm Bureau 
released this statement: 
“Ohio Farm Bureau is 
ready to work with the 
commission, legislators, 
environmental 
organizations, our 
fellow farm groups, the 
scientific community 
and the Kasich 
administration to find 
effective solutions to 
Lake Erie’s challenges.”

Also at Speaker 
Ryan’s news conference, 
Sen. Bob Hackett 
(R-London), chairman of 
the Senate Agriculture 

Kasich signs executive order to designate ‘waters in distress’
Causing distress among Ohio farmers and legislature

See WATERS | 10
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Association in 1867. That 
group bought 18 acres 
of land on the site of the 
old Crawford County 
fairgrounds north of 
Lincoln Way and just 
east of the T&OC. main 
tracks. In 1869, nine more 
acres were added, and in 
1871, another 4½, mak-
ing more than 32 acres. 
The Agricultural Society 
rented the land from the 
agricultural association 

and it was here the four-
day 15th fair was held in 
October, 1867.

In 1914, for $17,500, a 
farm east of the old fair-
grounds and Whestone 
Street was purchased as 
the new site for the fair.

It was then the 
improvements to the 
grounds began in earnest. 
And they continue today. 
In 1922, the society 
approved improvements 
to the fairgrounds of more 
than $13,000. Among 
those improvements was 
the construction of a cat-
tle barn. Improvements of 

the grounds and construc-
tion of buildings with 
bonds sold for $7,000. 
Two years later a horse 
barn was constructed for 
$7,000.

The next significant 
event at the site occurred 
in 1942, when the fair 
board turned the grounds 
over to the the Crawford 
County Board of Commis-
sioners. The fairgrounds 
was then leased to the 
federal government for 
the duration of the Sec-
ond World War and for 
six months after for Camp 
Millard.

On May 4, 1946, the 
county commissioners 
approved a resolution 
accepting all buildings 
and installed equipment, 
plus $20,000 cash from 
the government for use of 
the fairgrounds.

On October 15, 1946, 
a contract was signed 
to rebuild and relocate 
the half-mile track at the 
fairgrounds at a cost of 
$8,000. Then almost a 
year later, on August 20, 
1947, bonds were issued 
for construction of the 
grandstand and other 
buildings for $125,000.

Other construction at 
the fairgrounds through 
the years has included a 
horse barn and pole shel-
ter for $9,500 in 1959; a 
new display building for 
$10,000 in 1958; another 
pole barn in 1961 at a 
cost of $2,300; the Youth 
Building in 1974; a new 
restroom in 1990; a new 
show arena in 1992 (to 
replace the one burned in 
1991) and a new secre-
tary’s office in 1995.

In 1955, a plaque was 
purchased to commemo-
rate the fairgrounds used 
by Camp Millard during 

World War II. The base 
for the plaque was fur-
nished and put in place 
by members of the 753rd 
Railroad Battalion.

The latest addition to 
the fairgrounds is a new 
Ag & Expo Building, 
done in 2012, named the 
Camp Millard Agricul-
tural & Exposition Build-
ing. It is a 100 feet by 200 
feet metal building with a 
concrete floor that houses 
swine, goats and alpacas 
during the fair and is 
rented for many commu-
nity events throughout 
the spring to the fall.`

News release

WASHINgTON, DC 
– U.S. Senator Sherrod 
Brown (D-OH) July 
19 joined a group of 
Senators in urging the 
U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) to 
ensure hungry Ohioans 
do not lose access to the 
healthy and local fruits, 
vegetables, and other 
nutritious foods they 
can purchase at farmers 
markets.

“Providing the ability 
for SNAP participants to 
purchase food at farmers 
markets is a win-win. 
Not only does this 
provide critical access 
to healthy, local fruits 
and vegetables and other 
nutritious foods, it also 
helps family farmers to 
develop important local 
markets and expand 
business opportunities,” 
the Senators wrote in 
their letter.

As one of the primary 

vendors that services 
farmers markets through 
the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) 
prepares to cease 
operations later this 
month, Brown wants to 
ensure families that use 
SNAP benefits to shop at 
farmers markets do not 
lose access to these vital 
markets. Furthermore, 
Brown wants to ensure 
farmers are not left 
without customers 
during the height of the 
farmers’ market season.

The Senators who 
penned this letter to 
the USDA along with 
Brown include: Senator 
Debbie Stabenow 
(D-MI), Senator Patrick 
Leahy (D-VT), Senator 
Bob Casey Jr. (D-PA), 
Senator Jack Reed 
(D-RI), Senator Amy 
Klobuchar (D-MN), 
Senator Richard 
Blumenthal (D-CT), 

Senator Chuck Schumer 
(D-NY), Senator Tina 
Smith (D-MN), Senator 
Claire McCaskill 
(D-MO), Senator 
Kirsten gillibrand 
(D-NY), and Senator 
Dianne Feinstein 
(D-CA).

A copy of their 
letter can be found 
below and here: file:///
Users/administrator/
Desktop/7.16.2018%20
Letter%20to%20
USDA%20on%20
Farmers%20Market%20
EBT.pdf

Mr. Brandon Lipps
Acting Deputy 

Undersecretary, Food, 
Nutrition and Consumer 
Services

United States 
Department of 
Agriculture

1400 Independence 
Avenue, SW

Washington, DC 
20250

Dear Acting Deputy 

Undersecretary Lipps:
We write to express 

concern about potential 
disruptions in Electronic 
Benefits Transfer (EBT) 
service for direct to 
consumer and farmers 
markets that accept the 
Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program 
(SNAP).

In 2017, over 7,300 
farmers and markets 
accepted SNAP, resulting 
in over $22 million in 
purchases directly into 
the local food economy. 
Providing the ability 
for SNAP participants 
to purchase food at 
farmers markets is a win-
win. Not only does this 
provide critical access 
to healthy, local fruits 
and vegetables and other 
nutritious foods, it also 
helps family farmers to 
develop important local 
markets and expand 
business opportunities.

We recently learned 

that NovoDia, one of the 
primary vendors that 
services farmers markets, 
will cease operations 
later this month, leaving 
many markets without 
EBT capabilities during 
the height of the farm-
ers’ market season. Any 
disruption in EBT service 
at these markets would 
have devastating impacts 
on SNAP families as well 
as farmers who sell their 
products to these local 
families. These families 
would also no longer be 
able to earn incentives 
by purchasing fruits and 
vegetables through SNAP, 
making it even more 
challenging for SNAP par-
ticipants to afford healthy 
meals for their families.

We ask that the Food 
and Nutrition Service 
explore every possible 
option to ensure there is 
no disruption in EBT ser-
vice at farmers markets 
during this critical market 

time. Local farmers and 
families depend on the 
ability to use SNAP in 
these markets and the 
consequences of any 
shutdown, no matter how 
brief, could be incredibly 
detrimental to the grow-
ing relationship between 
SNAP families and farm-
ers. Sincerely,

Senator Debbie 
Stabenow

Senator Sherrod 
Brown

Senator Patrick Leahy
Senator Bob Casey Jr.
Senator Jack Reed
Senator Amy 

Klobuchar
Senator Richard 

Blumenthal
Senator Chuck 

Schumer
Senator Tina Smith
Senator Claire 

McCaskill
Senator Kirsten 

gillibrand
Senator Dianne 

Feinstein

Sen. Brown urges to keep access to farmers markets

By Alayna DeMartini
ohio state extension

COLUMBUS — Weeks 
before Ohio corn and 
soybean farmers put 
seed in the ground this 
past spring, the threat of 
a trade war loomed.

Now both crops are 
thriving amid a trade 
war that’s likely bringing 
down prices of the two 
commodities.

“I hear about it 
every day. There’s 
great concern out in 
the countryside,” said 
Harold Watters, an 
Ohio State University 
Extension agronomy 
field specialist. OSU 
Extension is the 
outreach arm of the 
College of Food, 
Agricultural, and 
Environmental Sciences 
(CFAES) at The Ohio 
State University.

“Farmers are not quite 
sure how this will get 
fixed.”

On July 24, the 
U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) 
unveiled a $12 billion 
package of emergency 
aid for farmers, 
including producers 
of soybeans, dairy and 
hogs, whose incomes 
are being threatened 
by the trade war. The 
aid includes direct 
payments to those 
farmers along with 
funding for developing 
new export markets and 
for government food 
purchases.

Since March, when the 
Trump administration 
announced a 25 percent 
tariff on foreign steel 
and 10 percent on 

foreign aluminum 
purchases in the United 
States, countries have 
countered with tariffs on 
U.S. products, including 
soybeans, corn, pork 
and other agricultural 
products.

The price for corn has 
decreased 14 percent in 
the futures market since 
April, while soybean 
prices declined by 17 
percent during the same 
period, according to 
the Chicago Mercantile 
Exchange. The futures 
market is the price 
offered to farmers today 
for their crop to be 
delivered at a specific 
time in the future, 
months or years later.

Tariffs on U.S. 
soybeans sold to China, 
the world’s largest 
consumer of soybeans, 
were a major blow for 
Ohio farmers. Soybeans 
are the state’s top 
agricultural export; last 
year, exports totaled 
$1.8 billion.

The added tax brings 
up the price of U.S. 
soybeans sold in China, 
which can deter the 
Chinese from buying the 
product, encourage them 
to produce more or lead 
them to buy soybeans 
from other countries.

While sales of U.S. 
soybeans and corn are 
expected to decline this 
year, yields are projected 
to be better than last 
year’s. The National 
Agricultural Statistics 
Service says 72 percent 
of the national crop is 
in good or excellent 
condition, which is 10 
percent higher than at 

this time a year ago.
With the tariffs in 

place, if farmers can 
hold off selling their 
crop, they might benefit 
from a higher price 
in the future if prices 
rebound, said Ben 
Brown, manager of 
the farm management 
program in CFAES.

“Farms short on cash 
and without access to 
storage could be harmed 
the most because they 
might have to sell their 
crop in the current 
market,” Brown said. 
“Farms with higher cash 
flow can stick the crop 
in the bin and wait for a 
potential higher price.”

In Ohio, 42 percent 
of farmers were able to 
sign contracts selling 
this year’s crop before 
the downward swoop 
in prices, Brown said, 
citing results of a 
CFAES survey.

“But I know farmers 

who are now regretfully 
taking their corn out 
of the bin and selling 
it for $3 and change 
per bushel. In May, it 
could have gone for $4 a 
bushel,” Watters said.

Despite an expected 
decline in Chinese 
imports of corn and 
soybeans, other countries 
are partly making up the 
difference, importing 
U.S. soybeans at 
relatively low prices. 
Egypt has nearly 
tripled the amount 
of U.S. soybeans 
imports, according to 
data from the USDA. 
The Netherlands has 
increased soybean 
imports by 17 percent.

But for 2018, total 
U.S. soybean exports 
through July 5 were 
down by about 3 million 
metric tons compared to 
the total in 2017. Corn 
exports too were down 
by 2 million metric tons.

Federal Aid to Offset Trade War Impacts

from page 1

Making

“But I know farmers who are now regretfully 
taking their corn out of the bin and selling it 
for $3 and change per bushel. In May, it could 
have gone for $4 a bushel”

— Harold Watters,
ohio state university extension agronomy field specialist
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By tracy turner
The ohio state university

COLUMBUS – For 
Mark VanFleet, down 
on the farm is actually a 
formerly vacant lot in a 
residential neighborhood 
on the South Side of 
Columbus.

His one-half acre plot 
grows row upon row of 
vegetables, including let-
tuce, tomatoes, carrots, 
turnips, cucumbers, gar-
lic, basil, dill, chard and 
kale. Known as Harriet 
gardens, the lot provides 
enough for the full-time 
urban farmer to sell his 
produce to 15 local res-
taurants and at least three 
farmers’ markets.

“I never thought I’d 
grow up to be a farmer 
– I’d never even gar-
dened until my wife and 
I bought our house 10 
years ago and planted a 
small plot in the back-
yard,” VanFleet said 
recently, as he harvested 
carrots out of his Merion 
Village farm. “It’s become 
my passion and, three 
years ago, my fulltime 
job.”

“I like living in the city 
and didn’t want to move, 
so turning this vacant 
urban lot into a farm has 
been wonderful. Its small 
size is manageable for my 

experience and its loca-
tion is close to home. Plus 
the neighbors love it.”

VanFleet is one of sev-
eral growers that have 
graduated from the Ohio 
Master Urban Farmer 
workshop series offered 
by the College of Food, 
Agriculture, and Environ-
mental Sciences at The 
Ohio State University 
(CFAES).

The intensive course, 
which was developed by 
Ohio State University 
Extension (the outreach 
arm of CFAES), teaches 
the basics of farming 
in an urban environ-
ment. Topics include soil 
testing for urban sites, 
choosing a farm location, 
basic plant science, mar-

keting your produce, and 
most importantly, zoning 
and legal issues associat-
ed with farming in urban 
and residential areas.

Agriculture is a boom-
ing industry in many 
urban centers across 
Ohio and nationwide, 
said Mike Hogan, an 
OSU Extension agri-
culture and natural 
resources educator who 
works with the program 
to increase the number of 
urban farmers.

For example, Colum-
bus was home to only 
five urban farms just four 
years ago, he said.

“Now, there are at least 
30 urban farms through-
out the city,” Hogan 
said. “Not only have 

entrepreneurs been able 
to benefit from starting 
their own farm business 
in the heart of city neigh-
borhoods, but people in 
the neighborhoods have 
benefited from having 
access to fresh, healthy 
foods grown nearly in 
their backyards.”

OSU Extension’s 
Franklin County office, 
along with the Columbus 
Urban Farmers Network, 
will host a free, public 
tour of five urban farms 
this summer to highlight 
the work urban farmers 
are doing and to educate 
consumers on the possi-
bilities of urban farming, 
Hogan said.

The Columbus Urban 
Farm Tour Series tours 
generally last about two 
hours and will take con-
sumers from farms on 
the South Side of Colum-
bus, to urban plots in 
Franklinton and the Lin-
den area, to urban food 
enterprises on the East 
Side of Columbus.

One of the farms on 
the tour will include 
Freshtown Farm, run 
by OSU Extension Ohio 
Master Urban Farmer 
alumna, Marcie Todd.

Todd’s urban farm is 
situated on a plot of land 
in Vassor Village near 
South High School that 

formerly housed three 
vacant homes.

She now grows at least 
70 different varieties of 
produce at the South 
Side location and on a 
larger plot she farms in 
Pataskala, enough to 
sustain a 30-customer 
Community Supported 
Agriculture business, 
as well as sell to several 
local restaurants and two 
farmer’s markets.

Todd also produces 
enough food to donate to 
local food banks as a way 
to “give back to the com-
munity,” she said.

“I find a lot of value 
farming in the neighbor-
hood and working in the 
community in which I 
also live,” Todd said. “In 
addition to being able 
to earn a living and run 
my own business, part 
of the privilege of urban 
farming is being able to 
produce healthy foods 
for people that live here 
too.”

Another benefit of 
urban farming is the 
boost that it offers neigh-
borhoods, Hogan said.

“Several developers 
have reached out to OSU 
Extension Franklin Coun-
ty to find out how they 
can start urban farms in 
many of the communi-
ties they are developing, 

because more and more 
people are viewing urban 
farming as an attractive 
amenity,” Hogan said. 
“People want access 
to fresh, healthy, local 
foods, and urban farm-
ing is a valuable, viable 
option to supply that 
demand.”

The first location on 
the Columbus Urban 
Farm Tour series was 
Harriet gardens, 42 W. 
Jenkins Avenue, on July 
10. The remaining tour 
dates, topics and loca-
tions are:

-Urban Community 
garden Serving Home-
less Men, Aug. 19 from 
noon to 1:30 p.m. at 
Friends of the Homeless 
garden, 924 E. Main 
Street in Columbus.

-Expanded Aquaculture 
and Vegetable Farm, Aug. 
23 from 10:30 a.m. to 
noon, at Project Aqua-
Star Farm at St. Stephens 
Community Center, 1500 
E. 17th Ave., in Colum-
bus.

All the tours are free 
and open to the public. 
For more information 
on attending the tours 
or to learn more about 
OSU Extension’s Ohio 
Master Urban Farmer 
Workshop Series, contact 
Hogan at 614-866-6900 
or hogan.1@osu.edu.

Tour to highlight Columbus’ growing urban agriculture industry

Photo by Tracy Turner
Marcie todd, owner of Freshtown Farm, an urban agriculture venture 
on the South Side of Columbus. the farm, located on a plot of 
land that formerly housed three vacant homes, now grows several 
varieties of plants, herbs, fruits and vegetables.

odA news release

REYNOLDSBURg — 
The Ohio Department 
of Agriculture (ODA) 
is now offering produce 
growers FREE, Food and 
Drug Administration 
(FDA) approved consulta-
tions to help farmers com-
ply with the upcoming 
Food Safety Moderniza-
tion Act (FSMA) Produce 
Safety rule.

ODA’s Division of Food 
Safety, through a coopera-
tive agreement with the 
FDA, is responsible for 
enforcing the Produce 
Safety rule in Ohio. Farm 
inspections will begin in 
the spring of 2019, but 
prior to inspections, ODA 
staff is offering these vol-
untary consultation visits 
to help growers identify 
what steps they may need 
to take to comply with 

the Produce Safety rule 
before regulatory inspec-
tions begin.

Farms can request a 
farm consultation visit 
to determine specific 
requirements to their 
farm. This service is 
offered as a one-day 
course that provides one-
on-one training in which 
trained and certified ODA 
staff will visit farms and 
walk growers through 

what will be expected 
with new federal regula-
tions on their farm. In 
addition to the consul-
tation, farms will also 
receive resource materials 
that will help aid in com-
pliance.

growers unsure if their 
farm is subject to the 
Produce Safety rule, can 
review FDA’s FSMA reg-
ulation document or con-
tact ODA for additional 

assistance. Produce 
farms that are exempt 
from the rule are wel-
come to schedule con-
sultation visits, as some 
of the requirements are 
similar to those required 
by third party food safe-
ty auditors.

FSMA, which was 
signed into law on Janu-
ary 4, 2011, is the most 
comprehensive reform of 
the nation’s food safety 
laws since 1938. Its 
goal is to better protect 
public health by shifting 

U.S. food supply safety 
efforts from a response 
approach to one of 
prevention. FSMA is 
comprised of seven rules 
that span the entire food 
supply chain. Of these 
rules, the one most likely 
to impact produce grow-
ers is the Produce Safety 
rule.

For more information 
on FSMA, the Produce 
Safety rule or to sched-
ule your on-farm consul-
tation visit agri.ohio.gov 
or call (614) 600-4272.

Produce safety consultations now available for Ohio growers
Free, one-on-one training offered by Ohio Department of Agriculture

News release
delaware soil and Water 
Conservation district

Delaware – A new 
adventure for the Dela-
ware Soil & Water Con-
servation District is the 
first ever drive-it-yourself 
Farm Tour on August 
18, 2018, 12:30 to 4:30 
p.m. Join us for this free, 
fun filled family event, 
stopping at some or all 
of the five sites in what-
ever order you choose. 
The tour is a partnership 
of the Delaware Soil & 
Water Conservation Dis-
trict, Delaware County 

Farm Bureau, Ohio Farm 
Bureau Federation, Mei-
jer, and Delaware County.

The number one indus-
try in Ohio is agriculture 
with almost 14 million 
acres of farmland contrib-
uting $105 billion annu-
ally to the Buckeye State’s 
economy. This Farm Tour 
will highlight the follow-
ing locations:

•Sherman Farms, 
16140 Peerless Road, 
Centerburg. Visit this 
Century Farm, see 
antique Allis Chalmers 
farm machinery up close, 
learn about conserva-

tion practices to improve 
water quality, and race 
on the kids’ pedal tractor 
course. The Shermans 
were recognized as an 
Ohio Conservation Farm 
Family in 2017!

• Wholesome Harvest 
CSA, 8628 Todd Street 
Road, Sunbury. Meet a 
young beginning farm 
family and see produce 
grown in a seasonal high 
tunnel, learn how to man-
age a woodland, taste 
honey and maple syrup, 
and make your own 
grapevine wreath.

• Bret Davis Seeds, 

LLC, 4593 Troy Road, 
Delaware. Experience 
the latest technological 
devices that farmers use 
in planting, harvesting, 
applying soil amend-
ments, and keeping 
records. Watch a trac-
tor drive itself. The 
Ohio Soybean Council 
will have hands-on kids 
activities. Tri Township 
Fire Department and 
OSU Extension staff will 
demonstrate a grain bin 
rescue.

• Hardscrabble Farms, 
Inc., 2514 Skinner Road, 
Delaware. Three families 

work together on this 106 
year old farm. Have your 
picture taken sitting in 
the driver’s seat of a com-
bine. Harrison Farms will 
have a petting zoo with 
baby goats and lambs for 
everyone to enjoy. Meet 
our community teens who 
are interested in pursuing 
careers in agriculture.

• Doutt Reservoir, 
9773 Taway Road, Rad-
nor. Normally closed to 
the public, the city of 
Columbus is opening the 
gates for walking tours to 
the top of the dam. View 
the 850-acre reservoir 

and see how the city par-
ticipates in the Delaware 
County Drainage Mainte-
nance Program.

The drive-it-yourself 
tour will have something 
for everyone. All of the 
details including a map 
can be found at www.
delawareswcd.org or by 
calling the office at 740-
368-1921. Follow the 
progress of the Farm Tour 
plans at www.facebook.
com/delawareswcd. The 
tour is free and will be 
exciting for the entire 
family. We look forward 
to seeing you!

Make plans to attend the Delaware SWCD Farm Tour
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Just horsing around

don Tudor | galion Inquirer
there was a lot of horsing around going on tueday at the 
Crawford County Fair in Bucyrus.

Slippin’ slidin’ at the fair

erin miller | galion Inquirer
the Crawford County Fair concluded Saturday, July 21 at the fairgrounds in Bucyrus. Great weather has resulted in good crowds for the 
annual exposition. on July 19, these two fair-goers spent some time on the midway and took in some of the rides, this one a giant slide. 
Look dozens of additional photos from the fair courtesy of photographers erin Miller and Don tudor in several online galleries at www.
galioninquirer.com.
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Case IH is a trademark registered in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH 
Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affiliates.

EFFICIENT PERFORMANCE IN THE MOST
POWERFUL PACKAGE AVAILABLE.

Farmers Serving Farmers

4295 MONNETT NEW WINCHESTER RD
BUCYRUS, OH 44820
419-985-2141
WWW.BURKHARTFARMCENTER.COM

Steiger® tractors have provided industry-leading power and innovation to farming operations for more 
than 60 years. They stand for productivity, from ease of operation to reduced maintenance and fuel-
efficient power growth. Whether wheeled, Quadtrac®, or Rowtrac™, nothing puts power to the ground 
under full load like a Steiger tractor. Now that’s High-Efficiency Farming that benefits your fields and 
your bottom line.
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And they’re off!

Let me out of here!

submitted Photo 
Participants have a couple of sheep cornered near a wall during 
the sheep scramble Monday, July 16 ,evening at the Crawford 
County Fair in Bucyrus. See more photos from Monday’s 
popular event in an online gallery at www.galioninquirer.com.

erin miller | galion Inquirer
two evenings of harness racing and great fair weather 
contributed to large crowds at the Crawford County Fair in 
Bucyrus, July 15-21. See dozens of photos from the fairgrounds 
in our online gallery on www.galioninquirer.com.

By erik Martin
emartin@dailyadvocate.com

DARKE COUNTY — 
Local soybean farmers 
are being warned to 
closely watch their crops 
this season.

Sam Custer, Darke 
County Extension, Ohio 
State University, said 
“frogeye” leaf spots have 
been detected in Darke 
County’s soybean fields.

Custer reports in 
some fields in the area, 
the level of frogeye, 
detected by their small, 
gray spots with reddish-
brown to purple borders, 
is quite high for this 
growth stage.

“Frogeye on 
susceptible varieties 
can lead to as much 
as a 30- or 40-percent 
yield reduction,” he 
said. “This would be 
equivalent to a major 
drought.”

Anne E. Dorrance 
and Dennis Mills of the 
Department of Plant 
Pathology at Ohio State 
write frogeye leaf spot 
on soybeans has been 
occasionally diagnosed 
in Ohio but its 
“occurrence and severity 
have increased in the 
last five years.”

“Frogeye leaf spot is 
caused by the fungus, 
Cercospora sojina, and 

will survive on crop 
residue left on the soil 
surface,” they report. 
“Extended periods of 
wet weather during 
the growing season 
will favor disease 
development. Rain 
splashing on the residue 
will carry spores to 
young leaves. It takes 
seven to 12 days after 
inoculation for symptom 
development depending 
on the temperature.”

It is typically more 
prevalent in the southern 
United States in regions 
with warm, humid 
environments, Dorrance 
and Mills said. Yield 
reductions from this 
disease have occurred in 
Ohio, and this disease 
also can reduce seed 
quality in food grade 
varieties and seed 
production fields.

One lesion in every 25 
feet of row may cause 
significant yield loss.

For further 
information on 
preventative measures, 
contact Custer by 
phone at 937-548-
5215 or visit the Ohio 
State University Plant 
Pathology field crops 
website at https://oardc.
osu.edu/

The writer may be reached at 937-
569-4314. Join the conversation 
and get updates on facebook. 
search darke County sports or 
Advocate 360. for more features 
online go to dailyadvocate.com.

Soybean farmers warned of “frogeye”

erik martin | The daily Advocate
Darke County farmers are being advised to look for “frogeye” leaf spots on their soybeans. If not 
contained, frogeye may lead to a 30- or 40-percent yield reduction.

BUILT TOUGH.
PRICED RIGHT.
SAVE BIG ON THE INDUSTRY’S 

LEADING COMPACT EQUIPMENT.

CALL US FOR A DEMO AND TRY 
A BOBCAT MACHINE ON YOUR OPERATION.

Authorized Bobcat Dealer

Bobcat Enterprises, Inc.
CINCINNATI | HILLIARD | REYNOLDSBURG | MT. ORAB

800.4BOBCAT | bobcat-ent.com
Parts. Service. Sales. Rental.
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farm bill.
“Just in the CBD space 

alone, there is incredible 
opportunities. CBD is 
described as the “white 
hot” ingredient right 
now for it’s perceived 
health benefits,” said 
Ryan. “We are only 
beginning to understand 
the positive implications 
Hemp can have on our 
health and well being.”

Misconceptions
Hemp is not 

marijuana. This is 
the most common 
misconception, 
according to Ryan.

“I am unsure who 
would be against hemp 
in this day and age, 
except those uneducated 
on the subject,” said 
Ryan. “Some people 
still think Marijuana 
and Hemp are the same 
plant. This is why 90 
percent of my focus is 
education.”

Hemp and marijuana 
stem from the same 
species of plant 
(Cannabis sativa L.). 
However, hemp does 
not have the “high” or 
psychoactive effects of 
marijuana. Marijuana 
typically contains 
3 to 15 percent of 
the psychoactive 
ingredient delta-9-
tetrahydrocannabinol 
(THC) on a dry-weight 

basis, while industrial 
hemp contains less than 
1 percent, according 
to Ohio Rights group 
website.

Both THC and CBD 
are cannabinoids, and 
cannabinoids are found 
in cannabis plants. 
CBD comes from hemp 
and does not have the 
psychoactive “high” that 
comes from marijuana, 
or THC.

“The industry is 
currently plagued with 
misunderstandings in 
regards to the intent 
of the 2014 farm bill,” 
said Ryan. “Since 
Marijuana is considered 
a controlled substance, 
Hemp has been lumped 
in even though the 
legislative intent of the 
2014 farm bill was to 
separate it. I am hopeful 
this new version will 
pass and some of the 
pitfalls the industry is 
currently facing will be 
put behind us.”

Hemp as a crop
“Farmers need all the 

support we can give 
them as they have one of 
the most critical roles in 
our country,” said Ryan.

According to Beach 
passing the Hemp Farm 
Act of 2018 would 
provide an opportunity 
for Ohio farmers to 
add hemp to rotation 
without needing 
chemicals.

“There are no known 
pests that effect the 
[hemp] crop when its 

being grown for grain or 
fiber. It tends to grow 
so quickly that weeds 
are choked out,” said 
Beach. “Hemp has a 
long tap root system and 
has also seen promise 
for phytoremediation. 
As a nitrogen depleting 
plant it would be rotated 
appropriately, say in 
place of soy.”

Phytoremediation 
refers to the 
technologies that use 
living plants to clean 
up soil, air, and water 
contaminated with 
hazardous contaminants.

“Small farming is 
becoming more alluring 
these days and even a 
couple of acres of hemp 
grain could add to 
the regenerative idea, 
providing a livestock 
feed, human feed, and 
product to sell to the 
public,” said Beach.

Other uses of hemp 
include protein, 
medicine, fiber and 
grain. Beach said that 
hemp “can be woven 
a smooth as silk or as 
rough as burlap.”

Beach also believes 
that hemp could replace 
cotton, which he said, 
“uses a huge amount 
of chemicals from seed 
to sale and its water 
consumption is also 
enormous. Hemp could 
wipe that out with a 
superior end product.”

Hall said from the 
legal side, hemp could 
offer farmers another 

opportunity to diversify 
their farms, which she 
said is important with 
where the farm economy 
is today.

“Let’s look at this 
[hemp] as a crop, as a 
commodity, and not as a 
drug,” said Hall.

Health benefits
“There are those who 

believe CBD should be 
treated as a drug and only 
approved through the 
FDA. I believe we need 
both cannabis derived 
pharmaceuticals as well 
as dietary supplements 
and food,” said Ryan. 
“Our food supply has 
been devoid of natural 
cannabinoids, which 
research is indicating that 
may be the reason our 
country isn’t as healthy as 
it can be.”

Ryan said that there are 
several potential benefits 
of hemp including but not 
limited to:

1) Limiting the side 
effects associated with 
THC consumption (CBD 
modulates the receptor 
site where THC binds);

2) Acts as an SSRI 
(Selective Serotonin 
Reuptake Inhibitor). It 
delays the reuptake of 
serotonin increasing the 
availability in the syn-
apses which can improve 
mood and reduce anxiety;

3) Can directly bind to 
CB receptors to produce 
the anti-anxiety effect; 
and

4) Directly acts on 
TRPV1 receptors which 

mediate pain perception 
and inflammation (Anan-
damide also binds to this 
receptor).

Previous legislation
The 2014 Farm Bill 

included a section that 
allows for industrial hemp 
to be grown in certain 
circumstances, such as 
research purposes or if 
state law permits the 
growing of industrial 
hemp.

According to an Ohio 
State blog written by 
Written by Ellen Essman, 
Sr. Research Assoc., Agri-
cultural & Resource Law 
Program, “The federal 
law only permits hemp 
to be grown, cultivated, 
studied, and marketed 
under the guidance of 
institutions of higher edu-
cation located in the state 
or the state department of 
agriculture.”

Since the passing of 
the 2014 Farm Bill 26 
states have implemented 
legislation allowing for 
industrial hemp research 
and pilot programs. Ohio 
is not one of these states.

According to the Unit-
ed States Department of 
Agriculture website, the 
term “industrial hemp” 
“includes the plant Can-
nabis sativa L. and any 
part or derivative of such 
plant, including seeds of 
such plant, whether grow-
ing or not, that is used 
exclusively for industrial 
purposes (fiber and seed) 
with a THC concentra-
tion of no more than 0.3 

percent on a dry weight 
basis.”

Queen City Hemp
QC Infusion manu-

facturers hemp based 
CBD products including 
tinctures, vape products, 
topical salve and infused 
seltzer water under the 
brand name Queen City 
Hemp.

Ryan and his team 
source most of their 
domestic hemp from Col-
orado and Kentucky, both 
states that have opted 
into permitting hemp 
pilot programs since the 
2014 Farm Bill. Their 
largest importer for hemp 
is Canada.

Ryan works on the 
research and develop-
ment side of the business, 
his primary role product 
formulation, research and 
education.

QC Infusion is the only 
hemp product manufac-
turer in the United States. 
They operate with seven 
employees out of the 
Findlay Kitchen in Cincin-
nati, about a 120-square-
foot space. However, 
they plan to upgrade to a 
3,000-square-foot space 
by this November.

For more information 
visit: www.qcinfusion.
com

For more information 
about Hemptations visit: 
www.hemptations.com

For more information 
about industrial hemp 
visit: www.ohiorights-
group.info/industrial-
hemp

from page 1

Hemp

use pesticide drift appli-
cation that is “off label.” 
Proof of label compli-
ance is essential to 
ensuring that an applica-
tor has insurance cover-
age if there is a drift 
liability incident. Appli-

cators should maintain 
all receipts of dicamba 
products and other 
products used such as 
spray tank cleaners, and 
hold on to those receipts 
and records. The new 
labels require checking 
for sensitive crops, so 
applicators should be 
able to document use of 
Ohio’s Sensitive Crop 
Registry database. All of 

these actions will be use-
ful whether the liability 
question arises from an 
insurance dispute or in 
dicamba product litiga-
tion.

What should an operator do 
if it appears his or her crops 
have been affected by drift?

Dicamba drift becomes 
visible two to three weeks 
after application. As we 

wrap up post-season 
applications of dicamba 
products to soybeans, we 
might start seeing evi-
dence of drift. If so, docu-
ment the situation right 
away with photographs 
and other records of the 
circumstances, such as 
date, time and location 
of physical harm. Many 
times, the matter can 
be resolved by working 

with the applicator and/
or landowner. Where 
it appears there might 
be a violation of Ohio 
pesticide laws, such as 
an off-label or unauthor-
ized application, the 
Ohio Department of 
Agriculture will conduct 
an investigation upon 
receiving a complaint. 
An affected party should 
direct a complaint to 

ODA’s Pesticide Program, 
614-728-6987.

Hall is an associate 
professor at OSU and 
directs the Extension’s 
agricultural and resource 
law program, and can be 
reached at hall.673@osu.
edu. Lokai-Minnich is 
a certified crop adviser 
at Integrated Ag, and 
can be reached at clm@
integratedag.net.

from page 1

Dicamba

Slippery slopes: Whose water is it?
madison soil and Water 
Conservation district news release

MADISON COUNTY 
— Due to shifting cli-
mates, major rainfall 
events are on the rise 
in Ohio. The number of 
heavy downpours have 
increased 30 percent 
above the 1901 - 1960 
average. The increased 
water flow has resulted 
in increased tiling into 
rural drainage systems 
that may not have enough 
capacity. In addition, soil 
erosion and fertilizer 
runoff can be prevalent if 
left unmanaged. Who is 
responsible when excess 
water has undesirable 

impacts?
The Madison Soil 

& Water Conservation 
District is hosting an 
Agricultural Drainage 

Workshop on Thursday, 
Aug. 9, from 9:30 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. at the Procter 
Conference Center, 11235 
St. Rt. 38 SE, London, to 

provide information on 
drainage laws and best 
management practices 
to reduce the effects of 
flooding, poor drainage, 
and erosion. Long term 
benefits include better 
neighbor relations and 
better water quality, while 
achieving economic goals 
from improved crop pro-
duction.

Speakers and sponsors 
of this event include the 
Natural Resource Conser-
vation Service, The Ohio 
State University Exten-
sion, the Ohio Environ-
mental Education Fund, 
the Madison County 
Engineer, and the Madi-
son County Farm Bureau.

Topics that will be 
covered throughout the 
morning include impacts 
of climate change on 
agriculture, understand-
ing drainage laws, and 
the county ditch petition 
process. After lunch, 
speakers will talk about 
stewardship of natural 
resources and various 
drainage control practices 
as well as sustainable 
techniques that will help 
improve soil health.

“If you have been 
impacted by poor drain-
age or increased erosion 
and runoff, you are not 
alone,” said Brian Hack-
ett, District Technician. 
“Our goal in having 

this workshop is to help 
landowners avoid muddy 
situations with their 
neighbors and on their 
property by providing 
useful information and 
giving them an opportu-
nity to network with their 
peers.”

This is a free event, 
open to anyone with an 
interest in learning more 
about agricultural drain-
age. Lunch will be pro-
vided by Madison County 
Farm Bureau. Space is 
limited. Please call (740) 
852-4003 or email Brian 
Hackett at brian.hackett@
oh.nacdnet.net by July 26 
for more information and 
to reserve a seat.
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We’re At Your Service
the guide to  

quality goods  
and services  
that fit your  

rural lifestyle!

By Alayna DeMartini
osu extension

COLUMBUS — 
Encouraging people 
to choose cucumbers 
over, say, potato chips, 
or milk instead of soda 
can be a hard sell. 
Federal legislators are 
considering ways to 
change that.

Both the U.S. 
Senate’s and the House 
of Representatives’ 
versions of the federal 
farm bill include 
funding to measure how 
effectively financial 
incentives inspire 
people who receive 
food stamps to eat 
more vegetables and 
fruits, whole grains and 
low-fat dairy products, 

said Carl Zulauf, an 
agricultural economist 
and professor emeritus 
with the College of 
Food, Agricultural, and 
Environmental Sciences 
(CFAES) at The Ohio 
State University.

Currently, there 
are no restrictions on 
buying food with little 
nutritional value. But 
food stamp recipients 
have been given financial 
incentives through 
pilot projects in various 
states to reward them 
for buying more fresh 
produce.

Escalating healthcare 
costs have sparked 
federal legislators’ 
interest in enticing more 
healthy eating to bring 
down medical costs and 

improve the quality of 
lives among people who 
receive food stamps, 
also known as the 
Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program 
(SNAP), Zulauf said.

“Legislators want to 
figure out how existing 
nutrition programs 
can better meet the 
nutritional needs of 
people — not just their 
caloric needs,” he said.

Healthy foods often 
cost more than foods 
with little nutrition, so 
legislators are trying to 
determine how to pay 
for the redesign, Zulauf 
said.

Along with funding 
food programs for the 
poor, the federal farm 
bill pays for a range of 

programs including crop 
subsidies and insurance 
for farmers. Payments 
for SNAP and other 
nutrition programs 
account for about 80 
percent of the price tag 
of the current farm bill 
set to expire Sept. 30. A 
new farm bill could be 
approved by the end of 
this year.

In Ohio, 1.4 million 
people receive SNAP, 
which is about 12 
percent of the state’s 
population. SNAP 
provides an average 
monthly benefit of 
about $121 to Ohioans, 
according to the Ohio 
Department of Job and 
Family Services, which 
runs the program.

The Senate version 

of the federal farm bill 
approved June 28 funds 
a pilot project in which 
healthcare providers will 
work with low-income 
individuals who suffer 
a diet-related condition, 
such as diabetes, to 
improve their eating 
habits.

Both the House and 
Senate versions of 
the farm bill call for 
additional reporting on 
and analysis of what 
individuals are buying 
with SNAP assistance.

“They’re trying to 
determine what they’re 
buying and why they’re 
buying it,” Zulauf said.

The House of 
Representatives’ version 
of a new farm bill, which 
passed June 21, differs 

from the Senate’s, so 
representatives from 
each chamber of the 
legislature will have to 
meet to work out a bill 
they can agree on. A 
final federal farm bill is 
at least several weeks 
away.

One of the most 
controversial aspects 
of the House of 
Representatives farm 
bill is that it includes 
stiffening work 
requirements for those 
who participate in 
SNAP. The Senate bill 
does not.

How fast this 
difference as well as 
others are resolved will 
determine how quickly 
a new farm bill will 
become law.

Creating incentives for better food choices

ohio department of Agriculture 
news release

REYNOLDSBURg – 
governor John R. Kasich 
and Ohio Department 
of Agriculture Director 
David T. Daniels 
announced July 25 
the winners of 2018’s 
“Agriculture is Cool!” 
Creative Expression 
art contest. Children in 
kindergarten through 
high school shared their 
personal interpretation 
of why Ohio agriculture 

is “cool” to them, for the 
chance to win a trip to 
the Ohio State Fair.

Entries, which 
included photographs, 
drawings and paintings, 
were judged in four 
different age categories: 
K-2, 3-5, 6-8 and 9-12. 
Ten entries were 
selected as winners 
in their respective 
categories.

K-2 Drawing: Lilliana 
Neal, Chillicothe, Ross 
County, age 7

3-5 Drawing: Joseph 

Leisure, Forest, Hancock 
County, age 10

3-5 Painting: Camille 
Lee, Tontogany, Wood 
County, age 9

6-8 Drawing: Elizabeth 
Stock, Brilliant, 
Jefferson County, age 12

6-8 Painting: Angelina 
Warner, Chillicothe, 
Ross County, age 13

9-12 Drawing: Lance 
Mahler, Arlington, 
Hancock County, age 15

9-12 Painting: Kylee 
geissinger, Arlington, 
Hancock County, age 16

9-12 Photo/Digital: 
Sarah graber, Liberty 
Center, Henry County, 
age 15

Director’s Choice: 
Cayne Essinger, 
Arlington, Hancock 
County, age 13

Best of Show: Anna 
Rose, Columbus, 
Franklin County, age 17

The winners were 
honored by governor 
Kasich, Ohio Agriculture 
Director Daniels and 
Ohio State Fair Manager 
Virgil Strickler at a 

ceremony at the Ohio 
State Fairgrounds.

“Our department 
received a record 104 
entries this year from 
talented children 
across the state and I’m 
so impressed by the 
creativity and artistic 
ability of our winners,” 
said Director Daniels. 
“Having the opportunity 
to challenge kids to 
think about why food 
and agriculture is 
cool, and seeing the 
results through their 

eyes is always a fun 
experience. We hope 
it sparks an interest in 
learning more about the 
industry, its importance 
to all of us and all of 
the opportunities food 
and agriculture offers to 
them as a career choice 
later down the road.”

2018 marks the eighth 
year of the art contest 
and the “Ag is Cool!” 
educational program 
that is featured at the 
Ohio State Fair, July 
25-Aug. 5.

Governor, Director celebrate 2018 “Ag is Cool!” winners
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Home of Bounty Plant Food 
Serving Central Ohio Since 1965 

Waldo 
6720 Gillette Rd. 
(740) 726-2429 

Delaware 
110 Lake St. 

(740) 363-1957 

Richwood 
28438 Kinney Pike 

(740) 943-2212 

Fill: Summer, Automatic or Will Call
Payment: Fixed Pricing, Pre-Pay, Level Billing or 30-Day Charge Account

It’s about having PROPANE choices!

1-800-424-2584
www.heritagecooperative.com 
energy@heritagecooperative.com

Residential • Agricultural
 • Commercial
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www.clouseconstruction.com

• Butler Steel Buildings
• Post Frame 
• Site Development
• Concrete Work
CALL (419)448-1365
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Custom Agri Systems, Inc.
Keaton Welding

Specialty Welding
Aluminum - Stainless - Midsteel
Magnesium - Mig - Tig

• On-Site Millwright Work
• Portable Welding Truck
•Variety of Steel Stocked
• Plasma Cutting

CNC Milling Machine
Fabrication
Breakpress - Shears - Rolls -Iron Worker

419-209-0940 • 1289 N. Warpole St., Upper Sandusky, Oh 43351

The VILLAGE RESTAURANT
435 N. Warpole St., Upper Sandusky, Ohio

Phone: 419-294-2945
Open   Sunday - Thursday • 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.
                   Friday & Saturday • 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Banquet
Room and 
caRRyout 
availaBle
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Scott - Reinhard
Precision, Seed Sales and Service

Donovan Scott
419-562-1110

Steve Reinhard
419-834-0398

reinhardfarms@embarqmail.com
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Scott Weininger • Steve Howard
Owners

14889 St. Hwy 31
Kenton, OH 43326

(419) 674-4715

300 N. Warpole St.
Upper Sandusky, OH 43351

(419) 294-4981

1775 S. CR 1
Tiffin, OH 44883
(419) 448-9850

T I R E  C O M PA N Y



10    Rural Life today – Central ohio – August 2018

By Amanda Rockhold
arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com

TROY — He was only 
seven years old when 
he encountered his first 
swarm. His fascination 
and love for the the honey 
bee buzzed on from there.

Now 78 years old and a 
retired engineer, Dwight 
Wells of Miami County 
serves as a leader in 
improving the life of Ohio 
honey bees, networking 
various areas of expertise 
in the bee world.

“I saw my first honey 
bee when I was five years 
old,” said Dwight Wells, 
president of the West 
Central Ohio Beekeep-
ers Association. “I didn’t 
know it was a honey bee.” 
He said the bee was on a 
dandelion that he picked. 
He went inside to show 
his mother and “when she 
saw the honey bee on the 
dandelion she went ballis-
tic. She was afraid of it.”

Wells grew up in west-
ern Pennsylvania. In 
school he raised honey 
bees for 4-H and he 
became a beekeeper in 
1954 and then in 1960, 
joined the air force at the 
height of the Cold War.

By the time his father 
sold the family farm in 
1986, the farm had been 
in the Wells family for 
more than 120 years. “I 
have a beehive that was 
made in the 1870s that 
my great grandfather 
had as a beekeeper,” said 
Wells.

Beekeepers suffer a 
40 to 50 percent average 
annual honey bee colony 
loss in the United States. 
There are five presidents 
in northwest Ohio who 
work together and have 
a similar philosophy on 
how they work with bees 
and Wells said that “it’s 
working.”

“In Ohio we’re start-
ing to see good results,” 
said Wells. “In northwest 
Ohio, from Interstate 70 
up to the great Lakes, 
from Indiana over to — 
you draw a line from San-
dusky down to Madison 
County. That quadrant 
of Ohio, we lost about 25 
percent of our bees over 
last winter. The rest of 
the state lost anywhere 
from 80 to 100 percent.”

He added that they 
have been bringing in 

as little packaged bees 
as possible. He said that 
packaged bees from 
southern western states 
bring in pathogens and 
bees that are not adapted 
to the Ohio environment.

How can people help?
“If you’re a non-

beekeeper, you can help 
pollinators and bees by 
planting flowers, and not 
using a lot of chemicals,” 
said Wells. “The farmers 
are getting dinged a lot 
because they have to use 
chemicals to control the 
insects.” But he alluded 
to the fact that people 
who use harsh chemicals 
on their lawns and flow-
erbeds are also offenders. 
“That’s a major problem,” 
he said.

Wells said that every 
year there are about 
1,000 people who start 
beekeeping, but in that 
same year there are about 
1,000 people who leave 
beekeeping. There’s a lot 
of people who are getting 
into beekeeping because 
they want to help the 
honeybees. However, 
many of these people 
leave because “they 
failed after three or four 
years because they’re not 
trained properly and they 
kills the bees,” said Wells.

He said that new bee-
keepers have to have 
enough time.

“If you’re going to get a 
colony of bees you need 
to understand that colony 
of bees is just like if you 
get a lamb, a piglet, or a 
calf. You have the same 
type of responsibilities to 
those bees,” said Wells.” 
He added that many 
people get them and don’t 
take care of them.

“I’ve developed the love 
of the honey bees,” said 
Wells.

Bees back in the day
In 1960 Wells joined 

the air force, working 
with electronics and radar 
stations. Then after the 
air force he worked as 
an engineer at general 
Motors, bringing people 
to work together on 
projects and giving pre-
sentations. In 2008 Wells 
retired from general 
Motors and got back into 
beekeeping. He said that 
he’s always looking for 
team players.

“I would not be doing 
what I’m doing today 
if I didn’t have all the 
experiences and my 
background,” said Wells, 
referring to his work in 
electronics, presentations, 
and coordinating people 
to work together.

“The honey bees I saw 
in 2008 were not the 
same type of bees I saw 
back in the old days,” said 
Wells.

He said that in the 
1970s row crops and 
pesticides wiped out a lot 
of bees, as there was less 

nutrition for the bees.
“When that happened 

by 1980 the nutrition for 
the pollinators, especially 
honey bees, was very, 
very low compared to 
what it had been 10-15 
years earlier,” said Wells. 
“That was a major hit for 
the bees.”

Today some farmers are 
dedicating areas of their 
crops just for flowers. 
This helps the bees find 
nutrition and help polli-
nate soybeans.

Some of Wells’ project 
include working with 

various universities, 
including Ohio State, 
Central State University 
and Purdue University; 
USDA Sustainable Agri-
culture Research and 
Education (SARE) grant 
and program; Propolis 

Project; Feral Swarm 
Traps; Heartland Honey 
Bee Breeders Coopera-
tive; Wright Patterson Air 
Force Base project; Ohio 
State Fair Honey Bee 
Pavilion; Farm Science 
Review; and many more.

Improving Ohio honey bees, working together

Dwight Wells, president of the West Central ohio Beekeepers 
Association at the ohio State Fair, speaking in the Honey Bee 
Pavilion.

submitted Photos
Inside of swarm trap that Dwight Wells caught at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base near Dayton, ohio.

Swarm trap that Dwight Wells used to catch a swarm at Wright-
Patterson Air Force Base near Dayton, ohio.

Committee, emphasized 
the vitality of the 
agriculture industry 
and environmentalists 
working with farmers.

“Farmers want to be 
a part of the discussion 
on this issue, as they too 

need to keep nutrients 
on their fields and out 
of water runoff,” said 
Hackett. “The legislature 
and the industry 
should not be left out 
of such an expansive 
policy change that 
would affect thousands 
of hardworking 
individuals.”

Swartz said that 
he hopes something 

positive comes from the 
executive order.

“We think the 
governor’s plan was 
really well intentioned, 
but it just wasn’t going 
to be successful the way 
it was designed,” said 
Swartz. “The governor’s 
team, the Farm Bureau 
and the Soil and Water 
Districts all want the 
same end result. We all 

want the lake to clean 
up. We’re differing on 
the paths we choose to 
get there.”

Public perception
“From the public 

perspective, [the public] 
thinks there’s some 
operations out there that 
just don’t care. They 
do practices just to do 
them to get nutrients 

or fertilizer out on the 
ground. I don’t think 
that’s the case,” said 
Swartz. “Our economics 
tells us that we have to 
be very judicious in how 
we apply nutrients.”

Swartz added that 
the other negative 
public perception is that 
progress for cleaning up 
the lake is too slow and 
there aren’t many efforts 

in progress. But he said 
this isn’t the case.

“What we do today 
has lasting effects 
probably three, four, 
five years down the 
line,” said Swartz. 
“Our perspective and 
expectations are long-
range improvement. It’s 
a big system and Mother 
Nature doesn’t change 
course very fast.”

from page 3

Waters
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Photos by don Tudor
the Crawford County Fair started Sunday, July 15, and photographer Don tudor spent a good part of the 
day tracking down queens, kings, dressmakers and those displaying their showmanship skills. See more 
photos from the fair in our online galleries at www.galioninquirer.com. the fair ran through Saturday, 
July 21 in Bucyrus.

Scenes from the fairgrounds

740-426-6683740-426-6683
9768 MILL-JEFF ROAD9768 MILL-JEFF ROAD9768 MILL-JEFF ROAD

JEFFERSONVILLE, OH 43128JEFFERSONVILLE, OH 43128JEFFERSONVILLE, OH 43128
www.bluegrassfarmsohio.comwww.bluegrassfarmsohio.com

Office Hours - 7am - 5pm

 Our mission is to help companies 
around the world create healthy, natural 

products of the highest quality.
2018 crop growers contracts available.

Proudly Supporting Our Local FFA!

NON-GMO = PREMIUM
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Fun Farm Facts
RuralLifeToday.com

Did you know?

For Updated Farm and Agricultural
Information, go to...

RuralLifeToday.com

The Farm Bill
The United States Farm Bill serves as a primary agriculture and food policy tool of the federal 

government, and is usually a bipartisan legislation.

• The Farm Bill is a general term for the all-encompassing and wide-ranging legislation that typically 

goes through Congress every four or five years.

• The Farm Bill traces its roots back to The Great Depression, a tough time for American farmers.

• The farm bill got its start in 1933 as part of President Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s New Deal 

legislation.

• The current Farm Bill, The Agriculture Act of 2014, is set to expire September 30, 2018.

• The 2014 Farm Bill consists of 12 titles that provide support for farmers and non-farmers, including: 

commodities; conservation; trade; nutrition; credit; rural development; research, extension, and 

related matters; forestry; energy; specialty crops and horticulture; crop insurance; and miscellaneous.

• The current 2014 Farm Bill cost almost $500 billion.

• Members of Congress who sit on the Senate and House Committees on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 

Forestry hold the primary responsibility of drafting farm bills.

• Its three original goals were to keep food prices fair for farmers and consumers, ensure an adequate 

food supply, and protect and sustain the country’s vital natural resources.

Sources: www.farmbill.farmflavor.com
www.sustainableagriculture.net/our-work/campaigns/fbcampaign/what-is-the-farm-bill
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Franklin County – Ohio 

Ranked items among the 88 state counties and 3,079 U.S. 
counties, 2012*
  State Universe U.S.  Universe 

Item Quantity Rank 1 Rank 1

MARKET VALUE  
OF AGRICULTURAL  
PRODUCTS SOLD ($1,000) 
Total value of  
agricultural products sold 48,228 63 88 1,790 3,077 
Value of crops including  
nursery and greenhouse 46,387 56 88 1,211 3,072 
Value of livestock, poultry,  
and their products 1,842 82 88 2,777 3,076 

VALUE OF SALES BY  
COMMODITY GROUP ($1,000) 
Grains, oilseeds,  
dry beans, and dry peas 26,384 59 88 1,132 2,926 
Vegetables, melons,  
potatoes, and sweet potatoes 521 41 88 1,079 2,802 
Fruits, tree nuts, and berries 166 37 87 1,174 2,724 
Nursery, greenhouse,  
floriculture, and sod 18,837 5 88 161 2,678 
Cut Christmas trees  
and short rotation woody crops 284 3 78 116 1,530 
Other crops and hay 195 86 88 2,777 3,049 
Poultry and eggs 21 79 88 2,028 3,013 
Cattle and calves 417 84 88 2,818 3,056 
Milk from cows (D) 76 85 (D) 2,038 
Hogs and pigs 33 76 87 1,587 2,827 
Sheep, goats, wool,  
mohair, and milk 120 57 88 1,205 2,988 
Aquaculture (D) 10 51 (D) 1,366
Other animals and  
other animal products 228 18 88 703 2,924 

TOP CROP ITEMS (acres) 
Soybeans for beans 26,346 56 87 835 2,162 
Corn for grain 19,265 59 87 986 2,638 
Wheat for grain, all 2,060 52 87 1,340 2,537
Winter wheat for grain 2,060 52 87 1,272 2,480 
Sod harvested 1,614 1 17 36 690 

TOP LIVESTOCK  
INVENTORY ITEMS (number) 
Layers 1,428 69 88 1,576 3,040 
Horses and ponies 1,049 43 88 1,146 3,072 
Cattle and calves 773 85 88 2,908 3,063 
Sheep and lambs 684 58 88 1,183 2,897 
Hogs and pigs 642 62 88 1,155 2,889 

Other County Highlights, 2012 
Economic Characteristics Quantity 
Farms by value of sales:
Less than $1,000 ............................................................................................................................89 
$1,000 to $2,499 ............................................................................................................................32 
$2,500 to $4,999 ............................................................................................................................56 
5,000 to $9,999 ...............................................................................................................................37 
$10,000 to $19,999........................................................................................................................38 
$20,000 to $24,999........................................................................................................................10 
$25,000 to $39,999........................................................................................................................22 
$40,000 to $49,999........................................................................................................................10 
$50,000 to $99,999........................................................................................................................26 
$100,000 to $249,999 ...................................................................................................................26 
$250,000 to $499,999 ...................................................................................................................18 
$500,000 or more ..........................................................................................................................24 

Total farm production expenses ($1,000) .................................................................... 38,586 
Average per farm ($)99,447 ............................................................................................................
Net cash farm income of operation ($1,000) .............................................................. 13,629 
Average per farm ($) ............................................................................................................ 35,126 

Operator Characteristics Quantity 
Principal operators by primary occupation:
Farming .......................................................................................................................................... 157 
Other ............................................................................................................................................... 231 
Principal operators by sex: ..............................................................................................................
Male ................................................................................................................................................. 308 
Female ...............................................................................................................................................80 
Average age of principal operator (years) ........................................................................ 57.9 
All operators by race(2): ...................................................................................................................
Asian ..................................................................................................................................................... 8 
White ............................................................................................................................................... 871 
More than one race ........................................................................................................................ 5 
All operators of Spanish, Hispanic, or Latino Origin(2) ...................................................... 3 

See “Census of Agriculture, Volume 1, Geographic Area Series” for complete footnotes, explanations,  
definitions, and methodology. 
1= Universe is number of counties in state or U.S. with the item. 
2= Data collected for maximum of three operators per farm

Agriculture SnApShotAgriculture Sn
Franklin County

2012 CENSUS of
AGRICULTURE
County Profile

 2012 2007 % change

Number of Farms ..............................388 ..............................429 ................................-10%

Land in Farms .....................................62,017 acres .............59,601 acres ...............+4%

Average Size of Farm ......................160 acres ...................139 acres .................. +15%

Market Value of Products Sold ..$48,228,000 .............$43,685,000 ............. +10%

Crop Sales ..........................$46,387,000 .............(96 percent)

Livestock Sales .................$1,842,000 ................(4 percent)

Average Per Farm ............$124,300 ...................$101,830 ................... +22%

Government Payments .................$853,000 ...................$997,000 .....................-14%

Average Per Farm  
Receiving Payments .......................$5,806 ........................$6,193 ............................ -6%
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