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China tariffs loom large

sam shriver | The lima News
Despite ideal growing conditions, Nick Heitz, an Auglaize County farmer, is worried that prices may be 
lower than expected, especially for soybeans.

Ohio farmers brace for lower prices

Farm 
seeks to 
build  
new barn
By Camri Nelson
cnelson@limanews.com

CONVOY — An 
existing Van Wert 
County farm hopes to 
construct a new swine 
finishing barn that 
would allow them to 
house more swine than 
before.

CW Farms, LLC, 
3347 Mentzer Road, 
Convoy, recently filed 
with the Ohio Depart-
ment of Agriculture to 
expand its operations.

The barn, which 
is operated by C.W 
Harting III and Colin 
Harting, currently 

By Sam Shriver
sshriver@limanews.com

WAPAKONETA — Aug-
laize County Farmer Nick 
Heitz is a gambler. He 
gambles on the weather 
and he also gambles on 
whether international 
trade decisions might 
adversely affect commod-
ity prices.

Heitz has been in farm-
ing his whole life.

“I grew up on a farm, 
so I probably got 47 years 
in,” said Heitz.

He’s 52 now and was 
anticipating a pretty 
decent crop this year.

“My corn is the best 
looking that I’ve ever had, 
and my soybeans, some 
of them are good, some of 
them are starting to strug-
gle with all of this rain 
we’re getting,” he said.

Driving up onto his 
property on Buckland-
Holden Road, one can 
hear the whir of the fans, 
drying some of the 225 
acres of wheat he’s start-
ing to harvest. He plans 
to plant soybeans after 
the wheat comes off in 
an effort to add to what 
he planted earlier in the 
spring. All totaled, he’s got 
1,264 acres of beans either 

in the ground or nearly 
ready to be planted.

He’s already watching 
his 1,290 acres of corn 
grow spectacularly.

That’s the good news. Now 
the bad.

On July 6, China is 
expected to enforce a 25 
percent tariff on many 
goods exported from the 
U.S. to China, including 
soybeans. That move is in 
retaliation for the Trump 
administration’s tariffs on 
goods made in China and 
shipped to the U.S.

Just the threat of tariffs 
on soybeans has already 
caused prices to drop dra-
matically.

“We’re already seeing a 
decline in soybean prices, 
which is not what we 
really needed to get at this 
point in crop production 
and preparation for selling 
of the crop. If they haven’t 
already contracted it for-
ward, the threat of tariffs 
is having a depressing 
action on the price of soy-
beans, and soybean was 
going to be the main cash 
crop for this year for many 
people,” said Curtis Young 
with the Van Wert County 
OSU Extension office.

Heitz hasn’t been watch-

ing the situation very 
closely, but sooner rather 
than later, it will affect 
what he can earn this year.

“I’m not surprised. The 
market goes up and down, 
and some organizations 
of farmers have always 
wanted the trade globally 
with China and everybody 
because they think that’s 
all great. It is, but it’s all 
proportional. If prices go 
up, then everything goes 
up with it. In the past, 
China has come to the 
table and bought grain. 
The price goes up for 
soybeans, then they cancel 
the order and it goes down 
quite a bit. Then they buy 
it back real cheap, a lot 
cheaper, and as a farmer, 
I don’t like that, and that’s 
why I could care less about 
wasting time trading 
with these countries that 
do that,” said Heitz. “If 
they go to Brazil and buy 
[soybeans], Brazil might 
not be able to physically 
sell all of the soybeans and 
either they come around in 
the dark of the night and 
get them from the United 
States and resell them 
or something, so I guess 
the market’s going to do 

Senate passes 
its version of  
2018 Farm Bill

By Amanda Rockhold
arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com

WASHINGTON D.C. — The U.S. Senate 
passed its version of the 2018 Farm Bill, the Agri-
culture Improvement Act of 2018, June 28 on a 
bipartisan 86-11 vote.

The U.S. House passed its new version, Agri-
culture and Nutrition Act of 2018 (H.R. 2), June 
21 with a 213-211 vote. This was after the House 
failed to pass its partisan version of the 2018 
Farm Bill in May, with only Republican votes.

The two versions will soon go to the Senate-
House Conference Committee, where the differ-
ences between the two bills will be addressed and 
resolved. The current farm bill expires September 
30, 2018.

Sen. Sherrod Brown said that passing the 
Senate’s version of the farm bill is a “big win” 
for Ohio. “It’s the product of a long, bipartisan 
process, working with Ohio farmers and commu-
nities over the past year,” said Brown in a news 
release June 28. “The Senate Farm Bill is good 
for farmers, good for families, good for taxpayers, 
good for jobs, and good for Lake Erie. I will con-
tinue pushing Congress to make sure the final bill 
is good for Ohio.”

Also in the news release, Frank Burkett III, 
president, Ohio Farm Bureau, said, “Ohio has 
been fortunate to have Senator Sherrod Brown 
providing leadership to move a Farm Bill forward 
via his work on the Senate Agriculture Commit-
tee. At a time of great uncertainty in the farm 
economy, it is great to have leaders who recog-
nize the challenges while working to provide 
solutions.”

On June 13, Brown held a news conference 
after the U.S. Senate Agriculture Committee 
passed the bipartisan bill with a 20-1 vote.

During this conference call Brown said that the 
bill secures key provisions regarding the Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), 
water quality, the dairy program and local foods 
initiatives.

When the House farm bill passed June 21, 
House Agriculture Committee Chairman K. 
Michael Conaway (TX-11) issued the following 
remarks:

“Today’s vote was about keeping faith with the 
men and women of rural America and about the 
enduring promise of the dignity of a day’s work. 
It was about providing certainty to farmers and 
ranchers who have been struggling under the 
weight of a five-year recession and about provid-
ing our neighbors in need with more than just a 
hand out, but a hand up. I’m proud of what this 
body has accomplished, and now look forward 
to working with the Senate and the president 
to deliver a farm bill on time to the American 
people,” said Conaway.

See FARMS | 6 See TARIFFS | 5

House and Senate bills on 
to Conference Committee

See BILL | 3
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If you want to share a treasure from your farm, email a photo and information to gbrock@civitasmedia.com 

to receive a subscription
of Rural Life Today at home...

Tell a Friend. . .

Call 567.242.0452

Jim Georges, Hillsboro, Ohio. Age 80 - 
Although I cannot see enough of the item to 
tell for sure. It looks like a Buck Rake to me. 
You pulled it along the ground and it would 

gather loose hay. When you wanted to unload 
it you just pulled it backwards and the tines 
slid out from under the hay. Later on they 
had wheels on them and were mounted on 

tractors or old cut o�  auto’s or trucks and the 
tines could be raised for travel. 

Melvin Davis, Shelby County - A buck 
rake that was used with hay. We had one 

that we sold to someone that planned 
to have mounted in a kitchen to hang 

utensils from. It was attached to the front 
of a tractor. You took it to the row of hay 

in the � eld and lowered it to scoop up hay 
to take to the barn.

FOUND ON THE FARM RESPONSES FROM JUNE
“We asked you what this Found on the Farm item was in June’s 

issue.  Here’s the responses from our readers.”

 If you want to share a treasure from your farm, email a photo and information to gbrock@aimmediamidwest.com
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WASHINGTON 
CH — Do you 
know what I loved 
about my job? It 
has been working 
with all the people 
in Ohio’s rural com-
munities.

A lot has 
changed since 
Rural Life Today 
began as a monthly 
farming and agriculture 
publication more than 
seven years ago. But a lot 
has changed in our rural 
communities, as well.

When I started as 
Rural Life Today edi-
tor, issues like opioid 
addiction and political 
division were not big 
issues in our Ohio small 
towns. But many things 
have remained the same 
- weather, prices and land 
costs remain topics of 
our rural communities 
and always a part of our 
coverage.

I will miss following 
and reporting all the 
trends in agriculture that 
affect all of you every day.

I retired the end of 
June as Rural Life Today 
editor. I have been in 
the media for the past 
42 years as a newspaper 
reporter, editor, publish-
er, and for the last seven 
years editor of Rural Life 
Today.

While I will miss all 
the great people in our 

rural communities 
that I have come to 
know and respect, 
the decision to 
leave was a no-
brainer. It’s time 
to relax and worry 
no more about 
deadlines and 
schedules.

There are many 
things about 

Rural Life Today that I 
am proud of. The many 
features about people, 
our coverage of the many 
issues in agriculture like 
GMOs and water quality.

I think I am most 
proud of the fact that this 
publication has always 
covered all farm groups 
and organizations, from 
the Farm Bureau to OSU 
Extension to the FFA and 
4-H to the Ohio Ecologi-
cal Food and Farm Asso-
ciation. We didn’t favor 
any one group, nor did 
we ignore any organiza-
tions or farm production 
methods.

We have always been 
independent, giving a 
voice to everyone in rural 
Ohio.

Changes over the years
In the years we have 

published, we’ve had 
several names. When 
we started out - just for 
several newspapers in 
southwest Ohio, we were 
called “ACRES.” But I 

guess someone owned 
the right to that name so 
it was changed to “My 
Own Rural Life.” Luck-
ily that was short lived 
before being changed to 
the appropriate “Rural 
Life Today.”

I’ve been editor of 
Rural Life while I was 
also publisher and editor 
at two daily newspapers 
over the years and also 
for several years as editor 
full time. Our new editor 
will also serve the publi-
cation full-time.

Over the years the 
“topics” of interest in our 
rural communities have 
grown and evolved to 
a degree. There is a lot 
more discussion about 
food, where it comes 
from and how it is pro-
duced. There is more 
talk about “sustainable 
agriculture” and develop-
ing closer ties between 
farmers and consumers 
such as CSAs.

However, what hasn’t 
changed is coverage of 
those people in out agri-
culture and rural commu-
nities and the hard work 
they do every day.

it’s all about people
I, and in recent 

months reporter 
Amanda Rockhold, have 
enjoyed writing about 

Not a job, but a pleasure
Up around the 

southeast corner 
of Auglaize County 
in the village of 
Minster, if you 
smell the mouth-
watering aroma of patio 
grilling, it just might 
be coming from Jill 
Hein’s house. Summer 
is a special season for 
the Hein family, and 
not just because Jill is a 
kindergarten teacher and 
has the summer off. The 
family loves grilling and 
hanging out on the patio.

“Eating out there is a 
crowd favorite,” Jill says. 
Her “crowd” includes 
her husband and three 
active boys. “Right now, 
my interests are the 
interests of my kids,” 
shares the dutiful mom, 
although she does have 
personal hobbies and 
activities—many which 
involve food.

“Growing up, my 
cherished memories 
were at my Grandma 
Alice’s house. Grandma 
was always cooking our 
favorites of skillet-fried 
hamburgers or bean soup 
with pancakes and if it 
wasn’t a home cooked 
meal, she was setting 
out snacks for all of us 
to enjoy.” Raising three 
hungry boys, Jill carries 
on the same tradition.

“I typically cook a full 
course meal for every 
supper and by the time I 
am finished cleaning up, 
I feel like I am getting 
snacks out for someone 
who is hungry again!” 
says Jill. The Hein 
boys love the outdoors 
which includes playing 
baseball and the whole 
family enjoys camping, 
fishing, taking walks and 
gardening.

“Once my husband 
and I got married and 
bought our house, I 
planted a garden,” Jill 
says. “The garden has 
become a whole family 
excitement. After a 
couple of years of trial 
and error planting, we 
now plant our favorites; 
tomatoes, cucumbers, 
peppers, onions and 
zucchini. We have picked 

these vegetables 
because they are 
connected to a 
favorite recipe.“ 
Jill cans pickles, 
pasta sauce, pizza 

sauce and salsa and 
enjoys baking breads 
with the zucchinis.

When making her 
weekly grocery list, 
Jill calls the family 
together and everyone 
gets to pick a meal for 
the week. “Once we all 
decide on the menu, I 
get the groceries and 
NO ONE is allowed 
to fuss over the meal 
I prepare,” she shares. 
The Hein family greatly 
values their supper time 
together and that daily 
event is only trumped 
by evening baseball 
games. “Typically, we 
eat together, we all have 
our favorite spots to sit 
around the table, we 
pray holding hands and 
sit down and eat as a 
family,” Jill says.

Jill rarely follows a 
recipe. She gather’s ideas 
from recipes, but cooks 
according to her family’s 
tastes. She tends to add 
salt and garlic to a lot 
of her creations and the 
boys seem to like it. She 
learned to cook just from 
being in the kitchen 
growing up and helping 
out. Some of the things 
she likes best to cook 
are favorites from her 
grandma’s house.

“I will be making 
something for the boys 
that Grandma made for 
me and I will call her 
and ask her questions 
about it. I tell her it just 
doesn’t taste right and 
she always tells me to 
add more salt and if it’s 
not salt, it is sugar! It 
makes me laugh every 
time because watching 
her cook, it seems she 
adds a gallon of salt to 
everything she makes…
but it always tastes 
delicious” — just like the 
summertime food that 
comes from the Hein’s 
patio grill.

Fajita Grilled Pizza
Ingredients
• Small Red onion

• Green, red and 
yellow pepper

• 3-4 chicken breast 
(depending on size)

• Packet of taco mix
• Olive Oil
• Heavy tin foil
• Cooking spray
• Sour cream
• Pizza crust(premade 

crust)
• 2 cup bag of 

Shredded Cheddar 
cheese

Cut the vegetables 
and chicken into strips. 
Place in a bowl, sprinkle 
with olive oil and then 
add the seasonings from 
the taco packet. Mix 
this all together. Make a 
foil pack with tin foil. I 
use a couple of layers of 
foil, spray with cooking 
spray and then wrap up 
the seasoned veggies and 
chicken. I grill about 20 
minutes on both sides 
on low. I peek in to make 
sure the chicken is done. 
Once chicken is finished, 
I place the crust on the 
grill and grill the top 
side first until it is lightly 
toasted. I flip it over, add 
sour cream to the grilled 
side, and add the cooked 
veggies and chicken. 
I top with cheese and 
grill until the crust gets 
crispy and the cheese is 
melted. The crust burns 
easily so be sure to watch 
it!

Nachos on the Grill
Ingredients
• 2 pounds of ground 

chuck
• 2 packets of taco 

seasoning
• One bag of favorite 

taco chips (We like blue 
corn chips)

• 2 cup bag of Shred-
ded Cheddar Cheese

• Heavy duty tin foil
• Toppings for nachos 

(shredded lettuce, diced 
tomatoes, sour cream, 
salsa)

Brown and drain 
ground chuck and add 
the taco mix according 
to the package. I make a 
tinfoil boat that fits the 
length of my grill. Grill-
ing on low, I place the 
boat on the grate and add 
the taco chips. I let the 

Darla 
Cabe
Contributing 
columnist

See JOB | 3
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arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com

Summer meals, memories

Gary 
Brock
editor
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chips toast only for a couple of min-
utes. I then sprinkle on the warmed 
taco meat and top the meat with 
cheese. I allow this to grill for about 
five minutes and then I turn off the 
grill. That way the chips won’t burn 
and the cheese has some extra time 
to melt. Top with favorite nacho top-
pings and enjoy.

Our Family Favorite Guacamole
Ingredients

• 3 ripe avocados
• 1 Tablespoon finely chopped 

cilantro
• 1/2 of a small red onion finely 

chopped
• 1 can of black beans drained and 

rinsed. Add only add half of the beans
• 1 bag of frozen corn (boil in 

water and cool) Add only half the bag
• 1 lime (add the juice from the 

whole lime)
Peel the avocados and place in a 

bowl. Use a fork to lightly mash. Add 
in all of the other ingredients and eat 
with taco chips.
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• Mortgage Location 
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• Lot Splits
• Topographic Survey
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Layout
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• As Built Surveys
• Lot Survey/Plot Plan
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the lives of people and 
their work - this “slide of 
life” in rural Ohio every 
month.

That is what I have 
enjoyed most these years 
as editor of Rural Life 
Today.

Whether it was talk-
ing one-on-one with 
farmers as they attended 
the annual Farm Bureau 
Washington Trip or meet-
ing folks at the Rural Life 
booth during Farm Sci-
ence Review, I’ve enjoyed 
listening to what rural 
Ohioans have had to say.

And shouldn’t we jour-
nalists do a lot more of 
that these days? Actually 

sit down and listen to 
people?

As I retire, it would be 
nice to say that there was 
one feature, one story I 
enjoyed writing the most 
- I can’t. I’ve enjoyed them 
all.

For me, meeting and 
listening to rural Ohio-
ans all these years hasn’t 
been work, it has been a 
pleasure.

from page 2

Job

JuLY
July 24: Grazing Work-

shop; hosted by Highland 
Soil & Water Conser-
vation District, ODA, 
USDA, OSU and ODNR 
Division of Wildlife; 
Tuesday, July 24, 2018 6 
p.m. to 9 p.m. Millstone 
Creek Farm 9061 Gra-
bill Rd. Hillsboro, Ohio; 
Covers cool and warm 
season pasture manage-
ment; warm season grass 
pastures establishment; 
and conservation program 
options; Dinner by High-
land County Cattleman 
Association and Union 
Stockyards; Free event; 
RSVP Highland SWCD 
at 937- 393-1922 or pam.
bushelman@oh.nacdnet. 
net.

July 24: Hops Field 
Day, 9-3 p.m. Are you 

interested in growing 
hops or managing a hop 
yard? Field day covers 
pest management, irri-
gation, economics and 
start-up costs, as well as 
packaging and process-
ing. Registration required 
by July 17th. Contact 
Douridas.9@osu.edu or 
937 -484-1526. Cost: $25 
includes lunch.

July 23-26: Hidden Val-
ley Orchards Goat Squad 
Summer Camp; Jul 24, 
9 a.m. – Jul 26, 2 a.m. at 
Hidden Valley Orchards, 
5474 North State Route 
48, Lebanon, OH 45036; 
Hidden Valley Orchards 
is happy to present a 
camp series slated for the 
Summer of 2018. Best 
suited for young farm 
enthusiasts ranging in age 
from 10 to 14. Campers 

will be guided by knowl-
edgeable Hidden Valley 
Orchards farm employees 
and professional teachers. 
Register today at www.
hiddenvalleyorchards.
com/events/hvo-summer-
camps. Topic Focus: HVO 
CAMP HAPPENINGS 
$150 per camper.

AuGuST 
August 3: Dinner in 

the Fields; Hillyard Fam-
ily Farm owned by Craig 
and Becky Strafford, 
1081 Bernard Road, New 
Vienna, Clinton County; 
tickets are $35 in advance 
until July 20 and may 
be purchased by leav-
ing a message with the 
Clinton County Leader-
ship Institute office at 
937-382-7120, stopping 
in downtown Wilmington 

at the Cotton Junky Quilt 
Shop or at the Wilming-
ton News Journal office. 
Tickets are also available 
the night of the event for 
$40 each.

August 9: Agricul-
tural Drainage Workshop; 
hosted by The Madison 
Soil & Water Conserva-
tion District; Thursday, 
August 9th, from 9:30 
a.m. – 2:30 p.m. at the 
Procter Conference 
Center, 11235 St. Rt. 38 
SE, London, to provide 
information on drainage 
laws and best manage-
ment practices to reduce 
the effects of flooding, 
poor drainage, and ero-
sion. This is a free event, 
open to anyone with an 
interest in learning more 
about agricultural drain-
age. Lunch will be pro-

vided by Madison Coun-
ty Farm Bureau. Space 
is limited. Please call 
(740) 852-4003 or email 
Brian Hackett at brian.
hackett@oh.nacdnet.net 
by July 26th to reserve a 
seat.

August 10: Harvest 
Party, 6-9 p.m., Choctaw 
Lake Lodge, London. 
Enjoy dinner catered by 
Red Brick Tavern, a cash 
bar, and entertainment 
from comedian Chris 
Bowers. All of the net 
proceeds from the event 
goes to support Exten-
sion programming and 
Madison County Farm 
Bureau scholarships to 
help students achieve 
their education goals. 
Purchase tickets at OSU 
Extension Office or 
online at madisonhar-

vestparty.eventbrite.com 
C0st: $20/person or $150 
table of 8.

SePTeMBeR
Sept. 18-20: Farm 

Science Review, Molly 
Caren Agriculture Center, 
OSU, Madsison County; 
56th annual Farm Sci-
ence Review, the premier 
outdoor agricultural 
education and industry 
trade show. Tickets to the 
event can be purchased 
beginning in July. Tickets 
are $7 online, at OSU 
Extension county offices 
and participating agri-
businesses, and $10 at the 
gate. Children ages 5 and 
under are free. Details on 
event hours, buying tick-
ets online and more are 
on the Review’s website 
at fsr.osu.edu.

AGRiCuLTuRe CALeNDAR of eveNTS

from page 1

Bill

The 2018 Farm Bill 
has caused tension with 
the Ohio Ecological Food 
and Farm Association 
(OEFFA) in strong oppo-
sition of the House ver-
sion of the farm bill.

When the Senate 
farm bill version passed 
through the Senate Agri-
culture Committee June 
13, Amalie Lipstreu, Pol-
icy Program Coordinator, 
OEFFA said, “The Senate 
Agriculture Committee 
worked across party lines 
and produced a compre-
hensive bill correcting 
many of the shortfalls in 
the failed House bill.”

Controversy continues 

continues between the 
two versions, especially 
with provisions to work 
requirements and SNAP.

According to an NPR 
article June 21, House 
Speaker Paul Ryan 
(R-Wis.) said, “[The 
House] bill includes 
critical reforms to nutri-
tion benefits that close 
the skills gap, better 
equip our workforce, and 
encourage people to move 
from welfare to work, so 
more Americans have the 
opportunity to tap into 
the economic prosperity 
we’re seeing right now.”

For more information 
on the Senate’s version 
of the farm bill, visit: 
www.agriculture.senate.
gov/2018-farm-bill.

For more information 

on the House’s version of 
the farm bill, visit: www.
agriculture.house.gov/
farmbill.

Brown also secured an 
amendment to the Senate 
2018 Farm Bill to ensure 
that only farmers who are 
actively farming are eli-
gible to receive farm pay-
ments. In a news release 
June 28 Brown said, 
“Senator Grassley and I 
were able to secure our 
amendment to make sure 
payments go to work-
ing farmers, not wealthy 
investors or speculators 
on Wall Street. This is 
good for taxpayers. And 
it’s also good for farmers 
because it helps ensure 
we can keep strong safety 
net programs going for 
years to come.”

from page 2

Meals
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By Amanda Rockhold
arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com

TROY — Recently 
named an official Master 
Gardeners Volunteer, 
Andrea Machicao of 
Miami County showcased 
her garden as part of the 
2018 Miami County in 
Bloom Garden Tour on 
June 16.

“Our [Master Garden-
ers] main objective is 
to educate people about 
green and growing,” said 
Machicao. “If people have 
a problem with an insect 
or a disease, they can 
come into the Extension 
office.” She advises that 
first and foremost people 
need to know what the 
plant is because differ-
ent plants have different 
diseases.

Machicao labeled 
every plant and tree in 
her gardens, allowing for 
easy identification. An 
average of 350 people 
visited the gardens 
during the tour, the 
gardens located in Troy, 
Covington and Pleasant 
Hill.

Located in Troy, the 
footprint of Machicao’s 
property is about one 
and one-third acres. 
Her gardens spread 
throughout her land, 
with stones paths, a 
bridge and metal art and 
sculptures interspersed. 
Her gardens include: 
shrub garden; thicket; 
her husband’s vegetable 
garden; big box garden; 
shade garden; and 
general landscaping 
around the house.

“With gardening 
it’s always evolving. 
It’s never finished. 
You just have to plan 
ahead a little bit,” said 
Machicao. Overall 
Machicao has been 
gardening for about 
23 years. She and her 
husband moved to the 
location in Troy about 7 
years ago and have been 
evolving their gardens 
since then.

The Miami County 
in Bloom Garden Tour 
happens every two 
years. This year is the 
first time that Andrea’s 
garden has been part of 
the tour. She recently 
graduated from the 
Master Gardeners class, 
which means she is an 
official Master Gardener 
Volunteer. Andrea 
served as an intern 
for a year before she 
graduated.

“They’re [the gardens] 
all so different. It’s 
wonderful,” said 
Machicao. Six other 
gardens were part of the 
tour, including: Julie 
and Scott McMiller of 
Troy; Sharon and Joe 
Bledsoe of Pleasant Hill; 
Sue and Norv Deeter of 
Pleasant Hill; Robin and 
Thom Ingle of Pleasant 

Hill; Mary-Kate and Bill 
Peters of Covington; and 
Cathy and Tom Carter of 
Covington.

working with nature
“Learning to deal with 

the soil is an important 
thing,” said Machicao. 
“Without good soil you 
won’t get good plants. 
Our soil here [Ohio] 
with the alkaline clay — 
it’s very nutritious. But 
sometimes that nutrition 
is blocked because of the 
PH [potential of Hydro-
gen].”

She added that she 
tends to use a peat moss 
when she plants, which 
lowers the PH a little bit 
and supplies the organic 
materials to the clay to 
help it drain a little bet-
ter.

“The dogwoods need a 
little extra care because 
they don’t like our alka-
line soil. So they need a 
little acidifying treatment 
fertilizer,” said Machicao. 
She also gives a little fer-
tilizer boost to her roses. 
“But everything else is 

pretty much on its own.”
Machicao was a micro-

biology major in college. 
“As far as the roundup 
type chemicals, I have 
become more and more 
conservative over the 
years,” said Machicao. 
She still uses a chemi-
cal for thistle because 
she said that “it’s almost 
impossible” to dig up. 
She will also use it on 
poison ivy.

“I really love nature 
and spending time out-
side,” said Machicao. 
“As a kid I would go up 
to northern Wisconsin. 
My dad and his brother 
bought a spot on a lake 
about fifty or sixty years 
ago. There wasn’t even a 
road.”

She said that they had 
to row the lumber across 
the lake in a rowboat to 
build their house, which 
her father and his broth-
er built it with their own 
two hands. “Appreciat-
ing nature, I think, came 
from those experiences 
in Wisconsin, in the for-
est,” said Machicao.

Spruce trees
At the end of May 

Andrea had to remove 
a Spruce tree that was 
leaning terribly, she said. 
Where the spruce was 
previously she put plants 
she bought from big box 
stores. These include: 
rising sun redbud tree, 
which produces light 
yellow and orange tips, 
along with ctenanthe, 
coreopsis, hostas, and spi-
der warts.

“The budget was 
exhausted. I went to big 
box stores and I planted 
everything in here for 
around a hundred-seventy 
dollars,” said Machicao.

This year she took 
out several other Spruce 
trees, adding that she has 
one spruce in the front 
yard the she suspects will 
have to be removed in the 
near future. Her shrub 
garden is new from last 
year, as it replaces spruce 
trees that had to be exca-
vated.

“The spruce aren’t 
native [to Ohio] and 
so they’re tight growth 

makes them subject to 
fungal diseases, starts kill-
ing them from the bottom 
up,” said Machicao. “It’s 
seldom that one thing will 
kill a tree. But if they’re 
stressed and there’s 
weather that’s not cooper-
ative, the fungal diseases 
can start taking over.”

The spruce in the front 
yard has landscape fabric 
around it, which also cov-
ers much of the land of 
her gardens. She said that 
has been pulling large 
amounts of landscape 
fabric from underneath 
her grass and plants. 
Machicao isn’t sure who 
placed the fabric or when, 
but admits that excavat-
ing the spruce trees was 
a big job with having to 
excavate the fabric.

The bridge and thicket
A red bridge in the 

backyard leads to the 
thicket and goes over a 
drainage easement, along 
which she planted several 
small cypress trees. These 
trees will help soak up 
any stagnant water.

“It’s kind of a focal 
point in the back and it 
makes it so much easier 
to come back here,” she 
said, referring to the 
thicket, an area with a 
lot of shaded plants and 
trees.

Her husband’s brother 
built the bridge, but has 
since passed away. “It 
was really special to have 
that bridge here. He was 
a civil engineer and he 
designed the bridge and 
a couple of family friends 
built it for us,” said 
Machicao.

She said that in the 
thicket she planted as 
many natives as she could 
get her hands on. She also 
utilized the bark and lum-
ber from the spruce trees 
that were taken down as a 
border in the thicket.

Many of the plants in 
the backyard are shaded 
plants. She also has a 
pawpaw, bur oak tree and 
a buckeye tree, all Ohio 
natives. The big trees pro-
vide a lot of shade in the 
backyard.

She added a stone bor-
der to her shade garden 
because she said that it’s 
a lot of work to keep the 
grass out of the beds.

Lesser Celandine
“There’s another inva-

sive that is very, very 
important to make people 
aware of,” said Machicao. 
“And it’s called lesser cel-
andine.”

“It comes out in very 
early spring, almost 
before anything else. It 
grows, it blooms, and 
then it fades off and dis-
appears for the rest of 
the season.” But she said 
that “it’s still in there” and 
it grows in a very thick 
mat, spreading by vari-
ous means and has tubers 
under the ground.

“It can seed itself. It 
can grow by runners. It is 
a nightmare,” Machicao 
said. “Chokes out every-
thing else. Even worse, 
it’s completely poisonous 
and nothing eats it.”

She said that basically 
chemical means is the 
only way to get ride of 
it, “which is also a prob-
lem because [lesser cel-
andine] spreads around 
streams.”

Machicao said that 
her sister, who lives east 
of Cleveland, had mis-
taken lesser celandine 
for a yellow wildflower. 
Machicao added that it’s 
important that people 
are aware of this inva-
sive plant because “it’s 
sneaky and grows during 
the time of year when a 
lot of people aren’t out 
in their yards because of 
the weather, and then it 
disappears when you are 
out.”

For more information 
on the Master Gardeners 
visit: www.mastergar-
dener.osu.edu/home

Troy woman showcases garden, part of garden tour

Before (left) and after (right) pictures of the garden along the main walkway at the front of Andrea’s house, located in Troy.

Photos by amanda Rockhold | Rural life Today
Andrea Machicao in her garden located in Troy. She welcomed about 350 people to her garden as part of the 2018 Miami County in Bloom 
Garden Tour on June 16.
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what the market does. I’m 
not happy the prices are 
down, but it doesn’t sur-
prise me.”

ohio farmers stand to lose 
if tariffs go into effect

According to a news 
release from the Ohio 
State Extension Service, 
an Ohio farmer could lose 
more than half of his or 
her annual net income if 
the threatened 25 percent 
tariff is imposed on U.S. 
soybeans and corn in 
China.

Researchers with the 
OSU College of Food, 
Agricultural, and Envi-
ronmental Sciences 
(CFAES) have projected a 
59 percent loss in annual 
net farm income based on 
historical trends in yields 
on corn and soybeans 
and projections for price 
drops in both commodi-
ties.

Across Ohio, the loss 
of soybean exports to 
China would be an esti-
mated $241 million loss 
annually.

The study is the first to 
show the financial impact 
a 25 percent tariff on 
China’s imports of U.S. 
soybeans and corn could 
have on an Ohio farmer 
and on the entire state.

“There are farmers 
who are struggling 
across the state,” said 
Ben Brown, manager of 
CFAES’s farm manage-
ment program. “If the 
proposed tariffs go into 
effect, we’re going to 
have farmers who will 
have to exit the indus-
try.”

The financial losses 
stem from an expected 
drop in Chinese demand 

for U.S. soybeans and 
corn and in the world 
price for both crops.

“The biggest impact 
will be on profits from 
soybeans. However, corn 
is affected too,” Brown 
said.

Soybeans are Ohio’s 
largest crop and the 
state’s top agricultural 
export.

The losses from soy-
bean sales are projected 
to be far greater than 
for corn. Every year, 31 
percent of the soybeans 
and 2 percent of the corn 
Ohio produces are export-
ed to China.

China is the largest 
buyer of soybeans in 
the world, and Brazil 
is its top supplier, with 
the United States being 
second. If China imposes 
the threatened 25 percent 
tariff on U.S. soybeans 
that will drive up the 
price that Chinese compa-
nies have to pay for U.S. 
soybeans and encourage 
them to buy even more 
soybeans from Brazil, 
Brown said.

Crops around the area are 
doing pretty good

Auglaize County
A check of area coun-

ties indicates that much of 
what is planted is doing 
pretty well, and that 
should help farmers at 
harvest with more bushels 
produced per acre.

“The corn crop is good 
to excellent throughout 
Auglaize County. We’re 
very fortunate to have the 
probably 80 to 85 percent 
of the corn crop in that 
category. With the rains 
last week, we went back-
ward a little bit with the 
corn, but not very much. 
So we’re in really good 
shape with corn right 
now. Soybeans, on the 
other hand, they’ve strug-
gled a little bit all along. 
I only rated two weeks 
soybeans to be only 70 
to 75 good to excellent, 
so we’re a little less than 
corn and now with the 
rain last week, there’s soy-
beans, especially in the 
northern tier of Auglaize 
County that has gone 
backward really bad. My 

guess is we probably lost 
10 to 20 percent that was 
good to excellent, jump-
ing down into the fair to 
poor categories,” said Jeff 
Stachler, Auglaize County 
OSU Extension Educa-
tor for Ag and Natural 
Resources.

Putnam County
“Actually, in our county, 

everything is doing really 
well. We’ve had a really 
good year. We’ve gotten 
rain just when we have 
needed it. We used to 
always say ‘knee high 
by the fourth of July’ 
for corn, and it’s twice 
that tall now,” said Beth 
Scheckelhoff with the 
Putnam County OSU 
Extension.

Rain has not been as 
much of a factor in Put-
nam County as it has in 
other counties.

“Some fields, especially 
with the low-lying areas 
where the water has pon-
ded, that kind of stresses 
the plants out so we do 
have some issues there 
but it’s very spotty for the 
most part,” she added.

Hardin County
Hardin County crops 

appear to be doing as 
good as Auglaize Coun-
ty’s, at this point.

“We’ve had a really 
good growing season this 
year. Haven’t heard any 

complaints. We got a late 
start, probably two weeks 
later than farmers would 
have liked to be in the 
fields, but once they did 
get started, the weather 
cooperated this year. 
Everybody seemed to get 
things planted on time, 
and we’ve had several dif-
ferent rains, which have 
helped along the way to 
keep the crops in good 
condition. We did get hit 
really hard this past week-
end, getting up to 4 and 
1/2 inches in the county 
according to some of our 
rainfall reporters,” said 
Mark Badertscher with 
the Hardin County OSU 
Extension office.

“The big problem with 
the late season rains 
is going to be that if it 
rains and then it dries 
and it gets hit again by 
rain when we’re close to 
[wheat] harvest, then you 
worry about sprouting the 
wheat seed and you also 
worry about the wheat 
grain itself. When it gets 
wet and it dries it starts 
to shrink, and so that 
means our test weight per 
bushel would go down 
which would affect our 
overall yield as well as 
your grain quality,” said 
Badertscher.

van wert County
Up until about a week 

ago, things were look-

ing very nice in terms of 
crop development and 
growth patterns. The 
corn is especially look-
ing good in terms of how 
high it has gotten and 
looking nice and green. 
We will most definitely 
reach the eye high by 
the fourth of July in 
many of our fields. How-
ever, you can still drive 
around the county and 
see a few fields where 
they had some apparent 
drainage issues earlier 
in the season, and there 
are some that bit behind 
and some unevenness in 
growth patterns in some 
fields, especially towards 
the west of Van Wert 
County. The soybeans, 
they were coming along 
very well until we got 
all of this rain. There 
are at least, in patches 
in some fields where the 
amount of water that 
stood over top of the 
beans and the continu-
ous wetness of the soil 
is going to result in the 
development of disease 
and death of plants. In a 
few cases, it’s the entire 
field that is not looking 
good at all but in most of 
our soybean fields, there 
are definitely going to be 
holes and patches where 
drainage was either 
backed up or they were 
just poorly drained areas 
of the field to begin 
with,” said Young.

As for wheat, crops 
were ready to harvest 
before the rains hit. 
“Unfortunately, as wet 
as the fields are with all 
of that rain that’s come 
through, it may be a 
delay in getting into 
those fields to be able 
to harvest the wheat,” 
Young added.

Reach sam shriver at 567-242-
0409.

Soybean farmers in ohio stand to lose the most if the China tariffs 
are enacted.

sam shriver | The lima News
Long-time Auglaize County farmer Nick Heitz is concerned over 
crop prices as China is set to enact 25-percent tariffs on u.S. crops 
exported to China.
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Tariffs

By Alayna DeMartini
osu extension

COLUMBUS — If 
you’re around cows much, 
you probably know this: 
Cows move infinitely 
slower than the people 
who work with them.

And you can guess 
which speed causes less 
stress for cows. Stress 
matters not simply 
because less is better than 
more for all creatures, but 
because stress in cows, 
particularly right before 
they’re slaughtered, 
means the meat may not 
pass inspection.

Beginning in 2019, 
Wendy’s and Tyson Foods 
will require all their meat 
suppliers to be certified 
in a program emphasizing 
the most humane ways to 
raise cattle, according to 
media reports and indus-
try officials.

For years, Beef Quality 

Assurance (BQA) certi-
fication has been a vol-
untary national program 
with training offered 
within Ohio by Ohio 
State University Exten-
sion, the outreach arm of 
the College of Food, Agri-
cultural, and Environmen-
tal Sciences at The Ohio 

State University.
But companies are 

increasingly requiring 
the certification because 
consumers want to know 
where their meat or other 
food comes from and how 
it is handled, said Ste-
phen Boyles, OSU Exten-
sion beef cattle specialist 

and state coordinator for 
Beef Quality Assurance.

“There’s just a lot more 
‘foodies’ in our popula-
tion now,” Boyles said, 
referring to people with 
a strong interest in high-
quality food.

The point of farm-
ers taking Beef Quality 
Assurance training is to 
help ensure their meat 
will be sold for a good 
price, and that consum-
ers will eat a safe and 
wholesome beef product, 
Boyles said.

Training in Beef Qual-
ity Assurance includes 
instruction in handling 
vaccinations, as well as 
treatments for sick cows, 
allowing for withdrawal 
periods that can prevent 
drug residue when the 
cow is slaughtered. 
Another topic is treating 
cattle to reduce stress on 
them, such as directing 
them into a corral in a 

way that’s efficient and 
yet takes into account 
their tendency to daw-
dle.

“We have to train peo-
ple to think like a cow,” 
Boyles said.

Boyles teaches people 
not to rush cows and 
cause them to fall and 
potentially bruise them-
selves, which could affect 
the quality of their beef.

“If humans are pan-
icked, they really don’t 
work that well. It’s the 
same with cows,” Boyles 
said.

Cows also need a cer-
tain amount of personal 
space, so if someone 
moves in too close, that 
can rattle a cow, Boyles 
said.

“Any sort of stress is 
going to reduce your 
animal’s performance,” 
he said. “We want that 
animal to be calm.”

The Beef Quality 

Assurance training that 
OSU Extension has 
offered began with an 
emphasis on how to 
properly vaccinate and 
administer drugs to ani-
mals. But recently the 
scope has been expanded 
to include how to design 
corrals and transport 
animals to ensure quality 
beef.

“We want to make sure 
our beef producers are 
ready for market chang-
es,” Boyles said.

Times and locations 
for the series of upcom-
ing BQA certification 
programs being held for 
producers throughout 
Ohio are posted under 
the events/programs link 
at the OSU Beef Team 
website: beef.osu.edu.

Producers interested 
in getting BQA certified 
can also do so online at 
the National BQA web-
site: bqa.org/.

Ending stress: Happy cows are better cows

submitted photo
Beef Quality Assurance, a training program that has been voluntary 
will become mandatory beginning in Jan. 19 for suppliers to wendy’s 
and Tyson foods.
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PUBLIC NOTICE 
 
 
Date of Notice: June 6, 2018 

 Name and address of facility: 
 C W Farms, LLC  
 3347 Mentzer Road 
 Convoy, Ohio 45832 
 
 Name and address of applicants: 
 C W Farms, LLC       
 6630 Payne Road       
 Convoy, Ohio 45832      
 
 C. W. Harting III       
 6630 Payne Road      
 Convoy, Ohio 45832        
   
 Colin Harting 
 6630 Payne Road 
 Convoy, Ohio 45832  
 
  
In accordance with OAC rule 901:10-6-01, public notice is hereby given that the Ohio Department of 
Agriculture (ODA) is accepting comments on a draft Permit to Install (PTI) and a draft Permit to Operate 
(PTO) for the facility called “C W Farms, LLC” which is located 3347 Mentzer Road, Convoy, Ohio 
45832 in Van Wert County,Tully Township in the Auglaize Watershed. If the final permit is issued, the 
PTO would be valid for five years. 

 
Copies of the draft permit can be reviewed and/or copies made at the Division of Livestock 
Environmental Permitting (DLEP) office at: A.B. Graham Building, 8995 East Main Street, 
Reynoldsburg, Ohio 43068, (614) 387-0470. Any person may submit written comments and/or request a 
public meeting on the draft permit. A request for a public meeting must be in writing and shall state the 
nature of the issues to be raised at the public meeting. Comments and/or public meeting requests must be 
received by the DLEP office no later than 5 P.M.  July 6, 2018. Comments can either be mailed to the 
address above or emailed to lepp@agri.ohio.gov . Comments received after this date will not be 
considered. A public meeting will be held when required by OAC 901:10-6-04(C) and may be held where 
authorized by OAC 901:10-6-01(D). Persons have a right to provide a written or oral statement for the 
record at the public meeting, if a meeting is scheduled.  
 

The Division of Livestock Environmental Permitting maintains an “interested parties” list for each Ohio 
County and well as a statewide list for notification of all draft permits.  If you would like to be added to 
either or both of these lists, please send a request to lepp@agri.ohio.gov or call 614-387-0470 -end- 

 

 

 

 
CW Farms, LLC  

Draft Permit to Install and Draft Permit to Operate 
 
General overview of the farm 
“CW Farms, LLC” is the name of an existing swine finishing facility located at 3347 Mentzer Road, 
Convoy, Ohio 45832. The facility is situated in Van Wert County, in Tully Township, which is in the 
Auglaize River Watershed. It is owned by CW Farms, LLC and operated by C.W. Harting III and Colin 
Harting. The facility consists of one existing finishing barn, with a design capacity of 2,499 swine 
weighing more than 55 lbs.  The barn is constructed over a concrete pit located below slatted floors. The 
concrete pit has the capacity to store 993,000 gallons of manure, which provides well over a year’s worth 
of storage.  
 
General overview of the draft Permit to Install 
The draft Permit to Install (PTI) proposes to construct a new swine finishing barn, which would house 
4,000 swine weighing more than 55 pounds. The proposed construction would increase the facility’s total 
design capacity to 6,500 swine weighing more than 55 pounds. The new finishing barn would have a 
large concrete pit located below the slatted floor capable of storing up to 1,693,800 gallons of liquid 
manure, which would provide over a year’s worth of storage. In addition the proposed construction would 
include a new mortality compost structure capable of storing up to 2,066 cubic feet of composted 
mortality material, which would provide an estimated 130 days’ worth of storage. 
 
 
General overview of the draft Permit to Operate 
Within the draft PTO, a manure management plan is provided which outlines different inspections and 
monitoring activities that must be completed.  After the proposed expansion, the facility would produce 
an estimated 2,259,600 gallons of liquid manure annually.  In addition the facility would generate about 
43 tons of mortality compost material each year. All of the mortality compost material and liquid manure 
would be land applied each year under the control of the facility on 1,296 acres in a crop rotation that 
includes corn and soybeans.  
 
A detailed Insect and Rodent Control Plan is required to minimize the presence and negative effects of 
insects and rodents. The plan details which types of pests could potentially cause problems and how the 
facility will prevent those problems from occurring. The plan explains what preventative measures and 
treatments are available and how and when they might be employed. Details regarding the Insect and 
Rodent Control Plan can be found in the draft PTO. 
 
A Mortality Management Plan is required for the disposal of dead livestock. Approved methods of 
disposal are burying, landfilling, burning, rendering and composting. The facility proposes to utilize 
composting as the primary method for managing mortality losses. 
 
An Emergency Response Plan is required to ensure that emergencies are handled quickly and efficiently 
to maintain the safety of the environment, wildlife and water supplies and resources. The plan also 
identifies procedures to be followed during an emergency, such as a spill or discharge, as well as contact 
information for those who need to be notified in the event of an emergency.  

holds 2,499 swine weigh-
ing more than 55 pounds. 
The barn is constructed 
over a concrete pit, which 
holds 993,000 gallons of 
manure (a year’s worth 
supply), according to a 
news release from the 
state.

Harting III didn’t 
respond to calls for com-
ment.

According to the draft 
Permit to Install, the new 
barn would house almost 
twice as many swine, 
amounting to 4,000 
swine weighing more 
than 55 pounds each. The 
farm could then handle 
6,500 swine total.

The concrete pit would 
be able to store 1,693,800 

gallons of liquid manure 
and would allow the 
farm to produce a total 
of 2,259,600 gallons of 
manure annually.

The newly constructed 
barn would also have a 
mortality compost that 
would store up to 2,066 
cubic feet of compos-
ted mortality material, 
providing up to an esti-
mated 130 days worth 
of storage. The facility 

is expected to generate 
about 43 tons of mortal-
ity compost material 
annually.

The mortality com-
post material and liquid 
manure would be land 
applied each year with 
1,296 acres in a crop rota-
tion that includes corn 
and soybeans.

As a part of the 
required mortality man-
agement plan, the facility 

proposed to utilize com-
posting as the primary 
method for managing 
mortality losses.

The farm will also 
be required to have a 
detailed insect and rodent 
control plan is required 
to minimize the presence 
and negative effects of 
insects and rodents.

The facility will be 
required to construct both 
an emergency response 

plan and an operating 
record.

Copies of the draft 
permit can be reviewed at 
the Division of Livestock 
Environmental Permitting 
(DLEP) offi ce at A.B. 
Graham Building, 8995 E. 
Main St., Reynoldsburg, 
Ohio 43068, (614) 387-
0470.

Reach Camri Nelson at 567-242-
0456 or on Twitter @CamriNews
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Core, Feigh to join Allen County Ag Hall of Fame
LIMA — The Lima 

Allen County Chamber 
of Commerce will induct 
Robert W. Core and Bar-
rett D. Feigh Sr. into the 
Allen County Agricul-
tural Hall of Fame during 
a July 12 banquet at the 
City Club in Lima.

The Allen County 

Agriculture Hall of 
Fame is in its sixth 
year.

“Our goal with 
the Hall of Fame is 
to annually recog-
nize local agricul-
turalists that have 
been instrumental 
to the success and excel-

lence of agriculture 
in Allen County, 
either as a farmer 
or in an agricultur-
ally related fi eld,” 
said Beth Seibert, 
chairperson of the 
chamber’s agri-
business commit-

tee. 

“Both of our 
2018 inductees 
truly refl ect the 
award’s purpose 
of honoring and 
giving public rec-
ognition to those 
who have brought 
distinction to 
themselves, have made 

outstanding con-
tributions to their 
professions, and 
whose community 
involvement has 
served as a stimu-
lus to others,” 
Seibert said.

The induction 
banquet starts at 6 p.m. 

with tickets at $20 each. 
Tickets can be secured 
online at www.limach-
amber.com through the 
events calendar or by 
calling the chamber at 
419-222-6045.

Reservations for the 
event will be accepted 
through July 9.

Corefeigh

oeffa news release

Columbus — The Ohio 
Ecological Food and Farm 
Association (OEFFA) has 
announced that $285,000 
is available through the 
National Organic Cer-
tifi cation Cost-Share 
Program to make organic 
certifi cation more afford-
able for organic producers 
and handlers in Ohio.

This funding covers as 

much as 75 percent of 
an individual applicant’s 
certifi cation costs, up 
to a maximum of $750 
annually per certifi cation 
scope. Four scopes of 
certifi cation are eligible 
for reimbursement: crops, 
wild crops, livestock, and 
handler.

Retail sales of organic 
products grew to nearly 
$50 billion in the United 
States in 2017, an 

increase of 6.4 percent 
from the previous year, 
and six times faster than 
the overall food market, 
according to the Organic 
Trade Association. Since 
2011, the Ohio Depart-
ment of Agriculture has 
partnered with OEFFA 
to administer Ohio’s cost-
share program.

“Ohio is a national 
leader in the number of 
organic farms and top 10 

in terms of the value of 
organic milk, eggs, and 
spelt produced in the 
state,” said Carol Goland, 
executive director of 
OEFFA. Not all of the 
nearly 1,000 Ohio organic 
operations fully utilize the 
cost-share program. “We 
encourage more organic 
businesses to take advan-
tage of this opportunity, 
which can help make 
becoming — or staying 
— certifi ed more afford-
able,” said Goland.

Reimbursable costs 

include application fees, 
certifi cation fees, travel 
costs for inspectors, user 
fees, sales assessments, 
and postage.

The program is cur-
rently reimbursing for 
expenses paid between 
Oct. 1, 2017 and Sept. 30, 
this year. Applications for 
reimbursement must be 
postmarked by Nov. 15, 
although requests are pro-
cessed monthly. County 
Farm Service Agency 
offi ces also accept and 
process requests for cost-

share reimbursements.
Organic farmers and 

processors in Ohio can 
access the reimburse-
ment application from 
OEFFA’s website at 
www.certifi cation.oeffa.
org/costshare or by call-
ing (614) 262-2022.

Certifi ed organic 
producers and handlers 
outside of Ohio can fi nd 
the contact information 
for their administrating 
agencies at www.ams.
usda.gov/NOPCostShar-
ing.    

OEFFA announces reimbursement for certifi cation
Organic an even better deal for farmers and processors
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By Alayna DeMartini
osu extension

COLUMBUS — An 
Ohio farmer could lose 
more than half of his or 
her annual net income 
if the threatened 25 per-
cent tariff is imposed on 
U.S. soybeans and corn 
in China, a study from 
The Ohio State Univer-
sity has found.

Researchers with the 
College of Food, Agricul-
tural, and Environmental 
Sciences (CFAES) have 
projected a 59 percent 
loss in annual net farm 
income based on his-
torical trends in yields 
on corn and soybeans 
and projections for price 
drops in both commodi-
ties.

For the study, the 

researchers compiled 
data from six Ohio corn 
and soybean farms of 
similar size and created a 
representative Ohio farm 
comprised of 1,100 acres 
split evenly between corn 
and soybeans. They used 
the representative farm 
to determine the finan-
cial toll a tariff could take 
on an Ohio farm.

Net annual income on 
that representative Ohio 
farm was projected to 
drop from $63,577 to 
$26,107 under the pro-
posed tariff, according to 
the study performed by 
Ben Brown, manager of 
CFAES’s farm manage-
ment program and Ian 
Sheldon an agricultural 
economist, who serves 
as the Andersons Chair 
in Agricultural Market-
ing, Trade and Policy in 
CFAES.

Across Ohio, the loss 
of soybean exports to 

China would be an esti-
mated $241 million annu-
ally.

The study is the first to 
show the financial impact 
a 25 percent tariff on 
China’s imports of U.S. 
soybeans and corn could 
have on an Ohio farmer 
and on the entire state.

“There are farmers 
who are struggling 
across the state,” Brown 
said. “If the proposed tar-
iffs go into effect, we’re 
going to have farmers 
who will have to exit the 
industry.”

The financial losses 
stem from an expected 
drop in Chinese demand 
for U.S. soybeans and 
corn and in the world 
price for both crops.

“The biggest impact 
will be on profits from 
soybeans, however corn 
is affected too,” Brown 
said.

Soybeans are Ohio’s 

largest crop and the 
state’s top agricultural 
export. In April, China 
announced it would 
impose a 25 percent 
tariff on U.S. soybeans, 
corn and over 100 other 
American products. That 
was in response to the 
tariffs that the admin-
istration proposed on a 
range of Chinese imports 
valued at $50 billion. 
Other international trad-
ing partners, including 
Canada, the European 
Union, and Mexico have 
recently announced retal-
iatory tariffs in response 
to U.S. tariffs on steel 
and aluminum imports as 
well, that could also dip 
into the profits of Ohio 
farmers.

The losses from soy-
beans sales are projected 
to be far greater than 
for corn. Every year, 31 
percent of the soybeans 
and 2 percent of the 

corn Ohio produces are 
exported to China.

China is the largest 
buyer of soybeans in 
the world, and Bra-
zil is its top supplier 
with the United States 
being second. If China 
imposes the threatened 
25 percent tariff on U.S. 
soybeans that will drive 
up the price that Chinese 
companies have to pay 
for U.S. soybeans and 
encourage them to buy 
even more soybeans from 
Brazil, Brown said.

“The U.S. remains 
the largest producers of 
soybeans, but it is safe 
to say that Brazil could 
become the number one 
producer of soybeans in 
the world with increased 
demand for their prod-
ucts,” said Brown, who 
along with Sheldon are 
in the Department of 
Agricultural, Environ-
mental, and Develop-

ment Economics within 
CFAES.

The United States may 
not be able to regain its 
share in selling soybeans 
to China, Sheldon said.

He pointed to how the 
United States lost market 
share for its beef begin-
ning in 2003 following 
Japan’s ban on imports 
of U.S. beef due to cases 
of mad cow disease in 
the United States. Taking 
advantage of the oppor-
tunity, Australia was able 
to increase its exports 
of beef to Japan, and the 
United States has not 
regained its share in that 
market, Sheldon said.

“Why lose market 
share when you’re com-
peting as well as you 
can,” Sheldon said of 
U.S. exports of soybeans 
and the prospect of a 
trade war with China. “It 
doesn’t make a whole lot 
of sense to me.”

OSU tariff study: Ohio soybean growers would be hurt
Says farmers could 
lose half their income

Slippery slopes: Whose water is it?
madison soil and Water 
Conservation district news release

MADISON COUNTY 
— Due to shifting cli-
mates, major rainfall 
events are on the rise 
in Ohio. The number of 
heavy downpours have 
increased 30 percent 
above the 1901 - 1960 
average. The increased 
water flow has resulted 
in increased tiling into 
rural drainage systems 
that may not have enough 
capacity. In addition, soil 
erosion and fertilizer 
runoff can be prevalent if 
left unmanaged. Who is 
responsible when excess 
water has undesirable 
impacts?

The Madison Soil 
& Water Conservation 
District is hosting an 
Agricultural Drainage 
Workshop on Thursday, 
Aug. 9, from 9:30 a.m. to 

2:30 p.m. at the Procter 
Conference Center, 11235 
St. Rt. 38 SE, London, to 
provide information on 

drainage laws and best 
management practices 
to reduce the effects of 
flooding, poor drainage, 

and erosion. Long term 
benefits include better 
neighbor relations and 
better water quality, while 

achieving economic goals 
from improved crop pro-
duction.

Speakers and sponsors 
of this event include the 
Natural Resource Conser-
vation Service, The Ohio 
State University Exten-
sion, the Ohio Environ-
mental Education Fund, 
the Madison County 
Engineer, and the Madi-
son County Farm Bureau.

Topics that will be 
covered throughout the 
morning include impacts 
of climate change on 
agriculture, understand-
ing drainage laws, and 
the county ditch petition 
process. After lunch, 
speakers will talk about 
stewardship of natural 
resources and various 
drainage control practices 
as well as sustainable 
techniques that will help 
improve soil health.

“If you have been 

impacted by poor drain-
age or increased erosion 
and runoff, you are not 
alone,” said Brian Hack-
ett, District Technician. 
“Our goal in having 
this workshop is to help 
landowners avoid muddy 
situations with their 
neighbors and on their 
property by providing 
useful information and 
giving them an opportu-
nity to network with their 
peers.”

This is a free event, 
open to anyone with an 
interest in learning more 
about agricultural drain-
age. Lunch will be pro-
vided by Madison Coun-
ty Farm Bureau. Space 
is limited. Please call 
(740) 852-4003 or email 
Brian Hackett at brian.
hackett@oh.nacdnet.net 
by July 26 for more infor-
mation and to reserve a 
seat.

ohio farm Bureau news release

COLUMBUS – Pro-
tecting landowners from 
punitive state eminent 
domain laws is the goal 
of an Ohio Farm Bureau 
legal brief recently sub-
mitted to the Supreme 
Court of the United 
States.

Ohio is one of only 
three states in which 
landowners are forced to 
endure a multiple step 
legal process with excep-
tionally difficult stan-
dards that results in bur-

densome legal expenses 
for both the landowner 
and taxpayers. Supreme 
Court precedent cur-
rently prohibits Ohioans 
from appealing to federal 
court to address govern-
ment property takings.

Ohio Farm Bureau’s 
brief seeks to overturn 
precedent and gain 
landowners the option 
to appeal directly to a 
federal court. This is the 
first time in the nearly 
100 year history of Ohio 
Farm Bureau that the 
organization has par-

ticipated in a case before 
the Supreme Court of 
the United States.

“Engaging in a case 
before the Supreme 
Court was not a deci-
sion we took lightly,” 
said Adam Sharp, Ohio 
Farm Bureau executive 
vice president. “Ohio 
landowners deserve fair 
treatment when the state 
decides to take private 
property. We hope our 
participation results in a 
ruling favorable to Ohio-
ans and property owners 
across the nation.” He 

added that protecting 
private property rights is 
a priority issue for Farm 
Bureau.

An example of why 
Ohioans need relief from 
current law dates to 
1997, when the State of 
Ohio expanded the spill-
way of Grand Lake St. 
Marys in Mercer County. 
The state refused to 
compensate 80 landown-
ers who were subjected 
to frequent and severe 
flooding from the spill-
way expansion. The 
state employed numer-

ous tactics to delay land-
owners from receiving 
their constitutionally 
required compensation. 
Eventually the state was 
ordered to fairly pay 
the landowners, but the 
process took nearly 10 
years before payments 
were made. This drawn 
out process created 
massive legal fees for 
the landowners and was 
unnecessarily expensive 
for Ohio taxpayers.

Ohio Farm Bureau 
Federation engaged the 
law firm Vorys, Sater, 

Seymour and Pease to 
prepare the amicus brief. 
The firm has a long-term 
relationship with Ohio 
Farm Bureau and has 
extensive experience 
with the workings of the 
nation’s highest court. 
The brief was submitted 
in the Knick v. Township 
of Scott, Pa. case.

Oral arguments before 
the Supreme Court are 
expected sometime in 
the session beginning 
in October with a ruling 
expected by next sum-
mer.

OFB defends property rights in brief to U.S. Supreme Court
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County Fair season is 
heating up across Ohio 
in July. The following 
are the county fair dates 
reported by the Ohio 
Department of Agri-
culturefor the 2018 fair 
season, which includes 
Ohio’s 94 county and 
independent fairs and the 
Ohio State Fair.

The Paulding County 
Fair kicked off the 2018 
fair season on June 11, 
and the season will wrap 
up on Oct. 13 with the 
Fairfield County Fair.

The following is a list 
of fairs around the state.

week of July 8
July 5-14 — Madison 

County (London)
July 8-14 — Adams 

County Fair (West Union)
July 8-14 — Logan 

County Fair (Bellefon-
taine), harness racing

July 8-15 — Trumbull 
County Fair (Cortland), 
harness racing

July 9-15 — Montgom-
ery County Fair (Day-
ton), harness racing

July 10-15 — Lucas 
County Fair (Maumee)

July 13-21 — Jackson 
County Fair (Wellston), 
harness racing

July 14-21 — Franklin 
County Fair (Hilliard), 
harness racing

week of July 15
July 15-21 — Crawford 

County Fair (Bucyrus), 
harness racing

July 16-21 — Fayette 
County Fair (Washington 
Court House), harness 
racing

July 16-21 — Perry 

County Fair (New Lex-
ington)

July 16-21 — Warren 
County Fair (Lebanon), 
harness racing

July 16-22 — Ottawa 
County Fair (Oak Har-
bor), harness racing

July 17-22 — Carroll 
County Fair (Carrollton), 
harness racing

July 20-27 — Clark 
County Fair (Springfield)

week of July 22
July 22-28 — Butler 

County Fair (Hamilton)
July 22-28 — Clermont 

County Fair (Owensville)
July 22-28 — Knox 

County Fair (Mt. Ver-
non), harness racing

July 22-28 — Shelby 
County Fair (Sidney), 
harness racing

July 22-28 — Union 
County Fair (Marysville), 
harness racing

July 23-28 — Vinton 
County Fair (McArthur)

July 23-29 — Seneca 
County Fair (Tiffin), har-
ness racing

July 24-29 — Lake 
County Fair (Painesville), 
harness racing

July 24-29 — Summit 
County Fair (Tallmadge), 
harness racing

July 25 through Aug. 
5 — Ohio State Fair 
(Columbus)

July 27 through Aug. 4 
— Pike County Fair (Pik-
eton), harness racing

July 28 through Aug. 
4 — Preble County Fair 
(Eaton), harness racing

week of July 29
July 29 through Aug. 4 

— Auglaize County Fair 

(Wapakoneta), harness 
racing

July 29 through Aug. 
4 — Greene County Fair 
(Xenia), harness racing

July 30 through Aug. 
4 — Gallia County Fair 
(Gallipolis)

July 30 through Aug. 
5 — Columbiana County 
Fair (Lisbon), harness 
racing

July 30 through Aug. 
5 — Medina County Fair 
(Medina)

July 30 through Aug. 
6 — Wood County Fair 
(Bowling Green), har-
ness racing

Aug. 3-10 — Cham-
paign County Fair 
(Urbana), harness racing

Aug. 3-11 — Athens 
County Fair (Athens), 
harness racing

Aug. 4-11 — Ross 
County Fair (Chilli-
cothe)

Aug. 4-11 — Hartford 
Independent Fair (Lick-
ing County), harness 
racing

week of Aug. 5
Aug. 5-11 — Richland 

County Fair (Mansfield), 
harness racing

Aug. 6-11 — Holmes 
County Fair (Millersburg)

Aug. 6-11 — Scioto 
County Fair (Lucasville)

Aug. 6-12 — Cuyahoga 
County Fair (Berea), har-
ness racing

Aug. 7-11 — Attica 
Independent Fair (Seneca 
County), harness racing

Aug. 7-12 — Ashtabula 
County Fair (Jefferson), 
harness racing

Aug. 7-12 — Erie Coun-

ty Fair (Sandusky)
Aug. 8-12 — Hamilton 

County Fair (Carthage)
Aug. 9-16 — Henry 

County Fair (Napoleon), 
harness racing

Aug. 10-16 — Mercer 
County Fair (Celina), har-
ness racing

Aug. 10-16 — Miami 
County Fair (Troy), har-
ness racing

week of Aug. 12
Aug. 12-18 — Musking-

um County Fair (Zanes-
ville), harness racing

Aug. 13-18 — Huron 
County Fair (Norwalk)

Aug. 13-18 — Meigs 
County Fair (Pomeroy), 
harness racing

Aug. 14-19 — Jefferson 
County Fair (Smithfield)

Aug. 17-25 — Allen 
County Fair (Lima), har-
ness racing

Aug. 17-25 — Darke 
County Fair (Greenville), 
harness racing

Aug. 18-25 — Defiance 
County Fair (Hicksville), 
harness racing

week of Aug. 19
Aug. 20-25 — Monroe 

County Fair (Woodsfield), 
harness racing

Aug. 20-26 — Lorain 
County Fair (Wellington), 
harness racing

Aug. 21-26 — Portage 
County Fair (Randolph)

Aug. 21-26 — Sandusky 
County Fair (Fremont)

week of Aug. 26
Aug. 27 through Sept. 

1 — Noble County Fair 
(Caldwell), harness rac-
ing

Aug. 27 through Sept. 

3 — Morrow County 
Fair (Mt. Gilead), har-
ness racing

Aug. 28 through Sept. 
3 — Stark County Fair 
(Canton), harness racing

Aug. 28 through Sept. 
3 — Van Wert County 
Fair (Van Wert), harness 
racing

Aug. 29 through Sept. 
3 — Hancock County 
Fair (Findlay), harness 
racing

Aug. 29 through Sept. 
3 — Mahoning County 
Fair (Canfield), harness 
racing

Aug. 29 through Sept. 
3 — Richwood Indepen-
dent Fair (Union Coun-
ty), harness racing

Aug. 30 through Sept. 
3 — Geauga County Fair 
(Burton), harness racing

Aug. 31 through Sept. 
6 — Fulton County Fair 
(Wauseon), harness rac-
ing

Sept. 1-4 — Washing-
ton County Fair (Mari-
etta), harness racing

Sept. 1-8 — Highland 
County Fair (Hillsboro)

week of Sept. 2
Sept. 3-8 — 

Morgan County Fair 
(McConnelsville), 
harness racing

Sept. 4-9 — Belmont 
County Fair (St. 
Clairsville)

Sept. 4-9 — Hardin 
County Fair (Kenton), 
harness racing

Sept. 5-9 — Albany 
Independent Fair (Athens 
County)

Sept. 8-13 — Wayne 
County Fair (Wooster), 

harness racing
Sept. 8-15 — Williams 

County Fair (Montpelier), 
harness racing

week of Sept. 9
Sept. 10-15 — Hock-

ing County Fair (Logan)
Sept. 10-16 — Guern-

sey County Fair (Old 
Washington), harness 
racing

Sept. 11-17 — Wyan-
dot County Fair (Upper 
Sandusky), harness rac-
ing

Sept. 12-15 — Bell-
ville Independent Fair 
(Richland County)

Sept. 15-22 — Dela-
ware County Fair (Dela-
ware), harness racing

week of Sept. 16
Sept. 16-22 — Ashland 

County Fair (Ashland), 
harness racing

Sept. 17-23 — Tuscara-
was County Fair (Dover), 
harness racing

week of Sept. 23
Sept. 24-29 — Brown 

County Fair (George-
town)

Sept. 27-30 — Barlow 
Independent Fair (Wash-
ington County)

Sept. 28 through Oct. 
4 — Coshocton County 
Fair (Coshocton), harness 
racing

week of Sept. 30
Oct. 2-6 — Loudonville 

Independent Fair (Ash-
land County)

week of oct. 7
Oct. 7-13 — Fairfield 

County Fair (Lancaster), 
harness racing

oHio CouNTY fAiR SCHeDuLeS

Plant chemical could check mosquitoes
WOOSTER — Scien-

tists at The Ohio State 
University have success-
fully tested a new chemi-
cal to control mosqui-
toes, including the ones 
that spread Zika, and it 
comes from a traditional 
medicinal plant found 
only in Madagascar.

Peter Piermarini and 
Liva Rakotondraibe 
said a bark extract from 
Cinnamosma fragrans, 
a small tree commonly 
called mandravasarotra, 
made the mosquitoes in 
their study buzz off. It 
repelled the flying adults 
from a distance, which 
kept them from landing 
and feeding on blood. 
And it killed the larvae 
and adults upon contact.

“What’s exciting is 
that it’s a natural prod-
uct,” said Piermarini, 
an associate professor 
of entomology in Ohio 
State’s College of Food, 
Agricultural, and Envi-
ronmental Sciences 
(CFAES). “We’re taking 
advantage of something 
plants have been doing 
for millions of years” — 

evolving chemicals to 
defend themselves from 
insects — “to hopefully 
get a leg up on mosqui-
toes.”

In recent years, public 
health agencies have 
been scrambling for 
new ways to fight the 
biters. That’s partly 
because more and more 
mosquitoes have become 
resistant to common 
insecticides, and partly 
because of the spread 
of mosquito-borne dis-
eases, Zika being one of 
them.

The U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and 
Prevention reported in 
May that illnesses from 
infected mosquito, tick 
and flea bites tripled in 
the United States dur-
ing the 13 years from 
2004 to 2016, with more 
than 640,000 total cases 
reported.

The Ohio State sci-
entists said the new 
chemical isn’t ready to 
be turned into a com-
mercial product just yet, 
but has lots of potential 
to become one.

Repels, kills mosquitoes 
(including resistant ones)

Of note, they said the 
chemical works equally 
well on normal mosqui-
toes and on mosquitoes 
that are resistant to com-
mon insecticides. So as 
an added weapon in a 
mosquito-fighting arsenal, 
it could slow the devel-
opment of resistance to 
other insecticides.

“It appears to act 
through a novel mecha-
nism that conventional 
insecticides currently 
don’t exploit,” Piermarini 
said.

Mandravasarotra is one 
of the more than 12,000 
plant species found in 
Madagascar, of which 8 
out of 10 are endemic: 
they don’t grow naturally 
anywhere else. Parts of 
the tree have long been 
used in folk medicine in 
the country, and more 
recently, as a source of 
essential oil for aroma-
therapy.

“It’s very fragrant,” 
Piermarini said, showing 
a piece of the bark. “It has 
a black pepper-like scent.”

Piermarini is an expert 
on the biology of mosqui-
toes. Based at CFAES’s 
Wooster campus, his 
work includes develop-
ing new insecticides and 
repellents.

finding, tapping into plants 
that help people 

Rakotondraibe is an 
assistant professor in 
Ohio State’s College of 
Pharmacy in Columbus, 
where he focuses on 
medicinal chemistry and 
pharmacognosy (the 
study of medicines from 
natural sources).

Originally from Mada-
gascar, Rakotondraibe 
has a special interest 
in the country’s diverse 
medicinal plants, man-
dravasarotra included, 
and when he came to 
Ohio State in 2013, he 
brought with him some 
of the compounds that he 
had isolated from those 
plants. He’s testing the 
compounds for treating 
diseases including malar-
ia and cancer.

A mutual colleague, 
who knew of Piermarini’s 

and Rakotondraibe’s 
research interests, sug-
gested the two team up.

Successfully tested on 
Zika’s main carrier 

For their study, the 
scientists tested the man-
dravasarotra bark extract 
on Aedes aegypti, one of 
the most widespread mos-
quito species globally and 
the primary carrier of the 
Zika, dengue, yellow fever 
and chikungunya viruses. 
All four viruses are 
spreading in the United 
States and in other parts 
of the world, possibly due 
to climate change, and 
can cause serious diseases 
in humans.

Through their research, 
the scientists found that 
mandravasarotra bark 
contains a chemical called 
cinnamodial, and that’s 
what affected the mos-
quitoes. Cinnamodial is a 
sesquiterpene, a group of 
plant chemicals common 
in resins and in essential 
oils.

The scientists further 
discovered that cinnamo-
dial activates a type of 

sensory receptor in the 
mosquito called TRPA1. 
Located in nerve cells on 
the antennae and mouth 
parts, TRPA1 receptors 
help mosquitoes detect 
heat and dangerous 
chemicals in their envi-
ronments — things that 
could damage their genes 
or their bodies, things 
they should try to avoid.

Like eating a ‘spoonful of 
wasabi’ 

Piermarini said cin-
namodial is “probably 
quite irritating to the 
mosquito,” which is likely 
why it’s repellent. He 
said a similar receptor 
in humans detects spicy 
foods.

“You can envision what 
a mosquito must be expe-
riencing (from cinnamo-
dial) if you thin k about 
putting a big spoonful of 
wasabi in your mouth, 
and having a reaction that 
intense,” Piermarini said. 
“You can get a sense of 
why they don’t like it.”

It’s less clear, though, 

See CHECK | 9
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why mosquitoes die from 
cinnamodial, at least after 
having direct contact with 
it. Piermarini said his 
best guess is that it’s due 
to an aldehyde, one of the 
molecules that make up 
the compound.

“Aldehydes tend to 
be fairly noxious chemi-
cals that can cause a lot 
of damage to cells and 
DNA,” Piermarini said. 
He thinks the compound 
does exactly that, to the 
point it kills the mos-
quito.

In some of their tests, 
the scientists sprayed the 
bark extract on adult mos-
quitoes. In other tests, 

they added it to the water 
of the swimming larvae.

Mosquitoes want to avoid it 
In both cases, Pier-

marini said, the mos-
quitoes’ TRPA1 recep-
tors “couldn’t do them 

any good because they 
couldn’t avoid the chemi-
cal, and it ended up kill-
ing them, unfortunately 
for them.”

But it was good news 
for the scientists.

The findings mean 

“we’ve got a compound 
that shows good activity,” 
a strong candidate for fur-
ther development, Rako-
tondraibe said. “That’s 
exciting.”

Next, Rakotondraibe 
will begin to try to 
improve the compound, 
tweaking it at a molecu-
lar level to make it more 
stable and potent.

He’ll try to isolate 
other new chemicals from 
mandravasarotra bark, 
too, and if he succeeds, 
Piermarini will test them 
in a similar fashion to see 
their effects on mosqui-
toes.

Together, the scientists 
will simply try to bet-
ter understand what the 
chemicals do to mosqui-
toes: What makes them 
toxic and repellent?

Adding to the arsenal 
“Ultimately, if you want 

to control mosquitoes, 
you need to have a really 
comprehensive toolbox,” 
Piermarini said. “You 
don’t want to be limited 
to just one tool, because 
they’re going to be evolv-
ing resistance to it.

“So the more tools 
we develop, the less we 
have to rely on a single 
one, and that can slow 
down the evolution of 
resistance because you’re 
attacking the problem 
with multiple strategies 
instead of relying on a 
silver bullet where you 
put a lot of pressure for 
resistance to evolve.”

…
The study appeared 

in the journal PLOS 
Neglected Tropical Dis-

eases.
Researchers on the 

study also included Edna 
Alfaro Inocente, Mar-
guerite Shaya and Nuris 
Acosta, all of CFAES’s 
Department of Entomol-
ogy.

The study was funded 
by the National Institute 
of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases, part of the 
National Institutes of 
Health; Ohio State’s Pub-
lic Health Preparedness 
for Infectious Diseases 
Program; the SEEDS 
competitive grants pro-
gram of CFAES’s Ohio 
Agricultural Research 
and Development Center 
(OARDC); and state and 
federal funds appropri-
ated to OARDC.

Writer(s):
Kurt Knebusch

ohio state news release

COLUMBUS – Have 
a child who might enjoy 
snorkeling Lake Erie 
shipwrecks? Maybe 
your kid is fascinated by 
space and aerodynam-
ics? Does your youngster 
want to spend time hon-
ing leadership skills?

The College of Food, 
Agricultural, and Envi-
ronmental Sciences at 
The Ohio State Univer-
sity (CFAES) has got a 
camp for all of that — 
and much more.

Thousands of youths 
across the state will 
participate in Ohio 4-H 
camps that are now or 
will soon be in session. 
Ohio 4-H, the youth 
development program 
of Ohio State University 
Extension, which is the 
outreach arm of CFAES, 
offers or sponsors the 
camps in all 88 of Ohio’s 

counties, said Hannah 
Epley, an OSU Extension 
4-H camping specialist.

Last year, 17,213 
youth participated in 
4-H youth camping 
programs, Epley said. 
That includes 2,798 teen 
counselors, she said. Of 
those campers, 12,612 
youths participated in 
overnight camps, while 
4,601 participated in day 
camps.

“The Ohio 4-H 
program offers camp 
options for youths to 
assist developing their 
self esteem and to pro-
vide an opportunity for 
individuals to develop 
responsibility away from 
home and parents or 
guardians,” Epley said. 
“The camps also assist 
in developing leadership 
and other skills.”

In addition to the 
camps offered in each 
county, Ohio 4-H offers 

several statewide spe-
cialty camps, including:

-4-H Space Adventure 
Camp: a three-day camp 
that introduces 5th-7th 
graders to the world 
of flight and science 
through building and 
testing flying machines, 
conducting computer 
flight simulations, learn-
ing about the principles 
of aerodynamics and 
gaining an overview of 
the development of the 
space flight program.

-Ohio Military Kids 
Camps: A multi-day 
camp that is designed to 
help Ohio’s military kids 
become more resilient 
and prepared to manage 
the stresses of growing 
up in a military family. 
Interacting and making 
friends with others who 
are going through the 
same experience helps 
build confidence, leader-
ship skills and a sense of 

community.
-Sea Camp: a five-day 

camp held on Kelley’s 
Island on Lake Erie for 
teens ages 13-18. The 
camp is designed to 
teach kids about the sci-
ence of the lake, marine-
related skills and the 
history and recreational 
uses of Lake Erie.

-Leadership Camp: a 
five-day camp for teens 
ages 15-18 that focuses 
on the development of 
peer leadership skills 
designed to enable 
participants to have an 
impact in their home 
4-H club, county, com-
munity or school.

-Special Needs Camp: 
a three-day camp that 
features adapted activi-
ties including environ-
mental science, crafts, 
music therapy, aquatic 
skills and horseback rid-
ing.

-4-H Camp Tech: a 

three-day, two-night 
camp, located on the 
Columbus campus of 
Ohio State, that intro-
duces 6th-8th-graders 
to a variety of activities 
including coding, robot-
ics, engineering design 
and electricity.

The camps are open to 
all kids statewide – you 
don’t have to be a mem-
ber of 4-H, said Sally 
McClaskey, Ohio 4-H’s 
education and marketing 
program manager.

McClaskey operates 
the Camp Tech, which 
is hosted at Ohio State’s 
Nationwide and Ohio 
Farm Bureau 4-H Cen-
ter, 2201 Fred Taylor 
Drive, and is a part of 
the science, technology, 
engineering, and math 
offerings by OSU Exten-
sion’s Ohio 4-H program. 
The campers also get 
to spend the night in 
OSU dormitories as part 

of the camp, in order 
to give them a campus 
experience, she said.

“In addition to meet-
ing new people and 
learning new things, 
the camps that are held 
on Ohio State’s campus 
introduce the kids to a 
college experience that 
may make them want to 
attend Ohio State in the 
future,” McClaskey said. 
“Summer and 4-H camp 
really just go together.

“It’s a nice spectrum 
of opportunities for kids 
to engage in during the 
summer, and it’s some-
thing that kids really 
look forward to.”

The cost for each 
camp varies and there 
may be opportunities 
for scholarships depend-
ing on the camp. More 
information on Ohio 4-H 
camps can be found at 
ohio4h.org/search/node/
camps.

Ohio 4-H offers summer camps that meet many needs, interests

ohio farm Bureau news release

COLUMBUS – Ohio Farm 
Bureau Foundation recently 
awarded $34,000 in scholar-
ships to students across the 
state. The foundation annually 
recognizes Ohio students for 
their academic effort, com-
munity engagement and career 
interests that link agriculture to 
community service, education 
or scientific research.

Cindy Hollingshead Scholarship: 
Recipients are Sarah Lehner 

of Delaware County; Meredith 
Oglesby of Highland County; 
Katie Frost of Fayette County; 
Todd Peterson of Fayette 
County; Louisa Pullins of Wood 
County; Sumedha Kappagantu-
la of Butler County; Kady Davis 
of Carroll County; Kaitlyn 
Evans of Richland County and 
Danielle Leeper of Union Coun-
ty. This fund honors Cynthia 
Anne (Cindy) Hollingshead 

for her 39 years of service as 
Ohio Farm Bureau’s executive 
secretary, as well as a lifetime 
of volunteer commitment to 
local government and commu-
nity service activities. Financial 
assistance goes to students who 
are pursuing careers focused on 
agriculture, community service 
and association leadership.

Darwin Bryan Scholarship: 
Recipients are Kristen Eisen-

hauer of Richland County; 
Katie Frost of Fayette County; 
Melanie Fuhrmann of Scioto 
County; Sarah Lehner of Dela-
ware County and Todd Peter-
son of Fayette County. This 
fund was established in 1985 
in honor of Darwin R. Bryan 
whose enthusiastic leadership 
during his 37 years of service 
to Ohio Farm Bureau has been 
an inspiration to rural youth 
throughout Ohio. The fund 
assists students who have been 

active in Farm Bureau’s youth 
program and/or whose parents 
are Farm Bureau members.

Jack fisher Scholarship: 
Recipients are Cora Dorman 

of Licking County; Kady Davis 
of Carroll County; Mary Baker 
of Wayne County; Garrett Stan-
field of Adams County; Todd 
Peterson of Fayette County; 
Meredith Oglesby of Highland 
County; Savannah Ireland of 
Jackson County; Kayla Walls 
of Mercer County; Abigail 
Durheim of Delaware County, 
and Sarah Lehner of Delaware 
County. This fund is named 
after John C. “Jack” Fisher, 
Ohio Farm Bureau’s executive 
vice president for 20 years. His 
vision for this scholarship is to 
enable people to acquire the 
necessary tools for a more ful-
filling life.

Kenny walter Scholarship fund: 
Kady Davis of Carroll County 

and Cora Dorman of Licking 
County received this award, 
which honors Kenny Walter, 
a long-time Farm Bureau staff 
member, leader and advocate 
for rural Ohio. The fund pro-
vides scholarships to students 
pursuing post-secondary educa-
tion in agriculture who come 
from the 29 northeastern coun-
ties Walter served as a regional 
supervisor and organization 
director.

ohio farm Bureau foundation 
Scholar Award: 

Receiving this award are 
Clare Sollars of Fayette County; 
Todd Peterson of Fayette 
County; Garrett Stanfield of 
Adams County and Meredith 
Oglesby of Highland County. 
This award recognizes students 
for academic effort, community 
service and career interests that 
use agriculture to enhance the 
partnership between producers 

and consumers in rural, subur-
ban and/or urban settings.

women’s Leadership in Agriculture 
Scholarship: 

Receiving the scholarship 
are Sarah Lehner of Delaware 
County; Melanie Fuhrmann 
of Scioto County; Katie Frost 
of Fayette County; Meredith 
Oglesby of Highland County; 
Holly Schmenk of Putnam 
County; Olivia Blay of Por-
tage County and Courtney 
Heiser of Seneca County. This 
scholarship is for students 
who have chosen a career path 
that benefits agricultural or 
community development such 
as food production, scientific 
research, education/outreach 
or leadership development. 
The programwas established 
by an endowment from the 
Charlotte R. Schmidlapp 
Fund, FifthThird Bank, Trust-
ee.

Ohio Farm Bureau Foundation awards $34,000 in scholarships

College of Pharmacy
Mosquitoes could be checked by plant chemical. 

from page 8

Check
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T I R E  C O M PA N Y

We’re At 
Your  

Service
The guide to quality goods and  

services that fit your  
rural lifestyle!

By Amanda Douridas

CHAMPAIGN COUN-
TY — Giant Hogweed 
is another noxious weed 
making its way into Ohio. 
In the last five years it has 
made its way across the 
state from Eastern Ohio. 
Giant Hogweed is a major 
concern because of the 
reaction it causes on skin. 
The sap causes the skin 
to be highly sensitive to 
UV light (phyto-photo-
dermatitis) and swelling 
and blistering may occur, 
which can lead to perma-

nent scarring. Temporary 
or permanent blindness 
may result if contact with 
the eyes is made.

Giant hogweed looks 
similar to poison hemlock 
or wild carrot, but grows 
up to 15 feet tall. It also 
can have more round-
shaped flowers compared 
with the flat shape of 
the other two weeds. 
The plant relies heavily 
on water, so ditches and 
stream banks are the pri-
mary locations for infesta-
tions. 

The plant has a biennial 
life cycle but can actu-

ally live for several years. 
However, once it flowers 
and produces seed, the 
plant will die. The flow-
ers, which are white, 
appear in late June or 
early July. The leaves of 
this weed vary depending 
on its life cycle, making it 
hard to identify. 

Mature leaves have an 
almost thistle-like appear-
ance and can measure up 
to five feet wide. Giant 
hogweed thrives in U.S. 
Department of Agri-
culture zone 3 which is 
further north from Cham-
paign County. The largest 
infestation in Ohio is in 
the northeast region next 

to Pennsylvania.
Exercise caution along 

stream banks and ditches 
or if traveling to North-
east Ohio. Be on the look-
out for tall plants with 
white flowers and avoid 
contact if you do see 
them. If contact with the 
skin does occur, washing 
immediately may help and 
avoid light if possible.

For more information 
and pictures on Giant 
Hogweed, visit: www.ohi-
oline.osu.edu/factsheet/
anr-35.

amanda douridas is the Champaign 
County agriculture and Natural 
Resources extension educator, The 
ohio state university extension.

Worse than Poison Ivy
Giant Hogweed making its way through Ohio

By Sen. Sherrod Brown

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
— The best ideas don’t 
come out of Washington 
– they come out of 
conversations with 
Ohioans.

That was on display 
last week as Republicans 
and Democrats came 
together to support 
provisions I worked 
with Ohio farmers and 
small business owners 
to include in the 2018 
Farm Bill. We passed 
the bill out of the Senate 
Agriculture Committee 
on a broad bipartisan 
vote, and it may have 
come to the full Senate 
floor by the end of June.

This bill is a big win 
for Ohio. It will provide 
certainty for Ohio 
farmers, protect Lake 
Erie, spur economic 
development in rural 
Ohio, and feed hungry 
children and their 
families.

As we worked on 
the Farm Bill, I held 
roundtables and talked 
with farmers and 
community leaders 
all across our state, 
including talking with 

Ohio Dairy farmers in 
Wooster about how the 
current dairy program 
wasn’t working for them. 
We already worked to 
improve the program 
in the bipartisan 
budget deal this spring, 
and we built on that 
work by improving 
the Agriculture Risk 
Program for Ohio 
farmers, so that it can 
better target support for 
small and medium-sized 
producers.

We also secured 
important provisions 
from my bipartisan 
water quality 
improvement bill, the 
Give Our Resources 
the Opportunity to 
Work – or the GROW 
Act. I worked with 
Republican Senators 
Joni Ernst and Chuck 
Grassley on this bill to 
improve water quality 
and better support Ohio 
farmers by refocusing 
federal investments, 
targeting sensitive land 
to prevent runoff into 
Lake Erie and protect 
water quality – all while 
expanding access to 
quality farmland. These 
provisions will help 

reduce harmful algal 
blooms, and improve soil 
health across Ohio.

We made it a 
bipartisan priority to 
protect hungry families. 
These are often working 
families with children, 
who work long hours 
at low-wage jobs with 
paychecks that don’t 
stretch far enough to 
cover high rents and 
groceries.

That’s why I pushed 
back against efforts 
to add unnecessary 
bureaucratic hoops and 
regulation, and make 
sure Ohio families get 
the food they need to 
keep kids from going 
hungry.

I also heard from a 
lot of folks about the 
challenges of connecting 
farmers who are looking 
to find new markets 
for their products with 
Ohio families eager to 
buy fresh, locally-grown 
food.

It’s a pretty simple 
idea – why should 
Ohioans buy raspberries 
from California, when 
they could buy them 
from a farm in Knox or 
Clinton County? When 

we make it easier for 
Ohioans to buy food 
grown or raised in Ohio, 
everyone wins.

That’s why I 
introduced the 
bipartisan Local FARMs 
bill with Republican 
Susan Collins, which 
we included in the Farm 
Bill. That provision 
will provide permanent 
funding to help farmers 
increase their profits 
by selling directly to 
consumers. It will create 
rural jobs, and invest in 
local and regional food 
economies.

At a time when it 
doesn’t seem like much 
bipartisan cooperation 
happens in Washington, 
we worked together 
on the Ag Committee, 
across party lines, and 
produced real results for 
Ohio.

This bill is good 
for farmers, good for 
families, good for 
taxpayers, good for 
jobs, and good for Lake 
Erie. I’m committed 
to working with my 
colleagues of both 
parties to get this bill 
across the finish line and 
signed into law this year.

A better Farm Bill for all Ohioans

ohio department of agriculture news release

REYNOLDSBURG – The Ohio Department of 
Agriculture (ODA) announced in June approval for 
local sponsors to purchase agricultural easements 

on 51 family farms rep-
resenting 6,107 acres 
in 22 counties.

Local sponsoring 
organizations, which 
include land trusts, 
counties and local Soil 
and Water Conserva-
tion Districts, receive 
funding from the Clean 
Ohio Fund to manage 
the Local Agricultural 
Easement Purchase 
Program. The ease-
ment ensures farms 
remain permanently 
in agricultural produc-
tion. The program sup-
ports the state’s largest 

industry, food and agriculture.
To be eligible for the program, farms must be 

larger than 40 acres or next to a preserved farm, 
actively engaged in farming, participate in the Cur-
rent Agricultural Use Valuation program, demon-
strate good stewardship of the land, have support 
from local government and not be in close prox-
imity to development. Landowners may use the 
proceeds of the easement in any way they wish, but 
most reinvest it in their farm operation.

Communities wishing to participate next year can 
apply to be Certified Local Sponsors between Aug. 
21 and Oct. 12. Certified Local Sponsors assist 
landowners interested in selling easements with the 
application process, easement closing and monitor-
ing, and are ODA’s valued partners in carrying out 
the Ohio Farmland Preservation program.

Funding for the state’s farmland preservation 
efforts is derived from the Clean Ohio Conserva-
tion Fund, approved by voters in 2008, and used to 
purchase agricultural easements from willing sellers 
through a competitive process. From 2002 to 2017, 
340 family farms in 58 counties have collectively 
preserved 59,165 acres in agricultural production. 
Permanent easements preserved under related pro-
grams bring the total acres currently preserved in 
Ohio to 69,514.

For more information visit: [agri.ohio.gov/wps/
portal/gov/oda/programs/farmland-preservation-
office.]agri.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/oda/pro-
grams/farmland-preservation-office.

ODA announces 
local agricultural 
easements approved

To PARTiCiPATe
Communities wishing to 
participate next year can 
apply to be Certified local 
sponsors between aug. 
21 and oct. 12. Certified 
local sponsors assist 
landowners interested in 
selling easements with 
the application process, 
easement closing and 
monitoring, and are 
oda’s valued partners 
in carrying out the ohio 
farmland Preservation 
program.
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Did you know?
Facts about Ohio’s state soil

In Ohio, there are 12 different soil regions with Miamian as the state soil, according to the 
United States Department of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service Ohio 
Soils Program:

• Miamian is the State Soil of Ohio.

• Miamian soils are the most extensive soils in Ohio and occur on more than 750,000    
acres in the State.

• They are a productive soil with corn, soybeans, and winter wheat the primary crops.

• Soils in the the Miamian series consists of very deep, well drained soils which is high in 
lime content.

• Miamian soils typically have a very dark grayish brown to brown silt loam or loam top-
soil layer (“A horizon”) 5 to 10 inches thick.

• They commonly have a brown or yellowish brown subsoil layer (“B horizon”), 8 to 35 
inches thick, with a higher clay content than the A horizon.   

• Below the subsoil, soils in the Miamian series have a brown to light olive brown substra-
tum (“C horizon”) that is slightly or moderately alkaline and has a lower clay content than 
the B horizon.

Source: https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/oh/soils/

OH-70061601
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submitted article

HILLSBORO — Make 
plans to attend an infor-
mational grazing work-
shop at the Millstone 
Creek Farm on July 24 
from 6 to 9 p.m., located 
at 9061 Grabill Road, Hill-
sboro. 

This is a collabora-
tive event hosted by the 
Highland Soil and Water 
Conservation District, the 
Ohio Department of Agri-
culture, U.S. Department 
of Agriculture Natural 
Resources Conservation 
Service, The Ohio State 

University Extension and 
the Ohio Department of 
Natural Resources, Divi-
sion of Wildlife to provide 
opportunities for farmers 
to learn new advanced 
techniques. 

Topics of discussion 
will include: Pasture 

Management, Beef Cattle 
Updates, Warm Season 
Grass Pastures, Conserva-
tion Programs, and the 
History of the Millstone 
Creek Farm. It will be an 
educational evening to 
learn how unique graz-
ing opportunities can be 

incorporated into your 
farm to promote water 
quality, soil health, and 
increase sustainability. 

Lunch will be provided 
by the Highland County 
Cattlemen Association 
and Union Stockyards. If 
you would like to attend, 

email your reservations 
to pam.bushelman@
oh.nacdnet.net or call the 
SWCD office at 937-393-
1922, Ext. 3. Note that a 
bridge is out on Grabill 
Road, so you will need to 
enter from State Route 73 
and Roundhead Road.

Highland County Grazing Workshop announced at the Millstone Creek Farm

Tariffs: Dairy, pork producers in Ohio concerned?
By alayna demartini
osu extension

COLUMBUS — If the 
world tariff conflict con-
tinues to escalate, Ohio’s 
pork and dairy produc-
ers could suffer from the 
fallout.

Exports of soybeans, 
which have already been 
targeted with tariffs, are 
critical to Ohio, but pork 
and dairy products play a 
role in the state’s economy 
as well.

Earlier this month, 
Mexican authorities set 
tariffs on U.S. imports 
including a 20 percent tar-
iff on pork and 25 percent 
on some cheese products. 
China too has targeted 
pork imports with a tariff 
of 25 percent.

In Ohio, pork is the 
sixth highest agricultural 
export; dairy is the eighth.

Any cut in demand for 
pork will likely decrease 
demand for corn and soy-
beans because both crops 
are used to feed pigs, said 
Ian Sheldon, an agricultur-
al economist, who serves 
as the Andersons Chair in 
Agricultural Marketing, 
Trade and Policy in the 
College of Food, Agricul-
tural, and Environmental 
Sciences at The Ohio 
State University (CFAES.)

“That’s why the Mexi-
can government did it,” 
Sheldon said. “A pork 
tariff gets at both the hog-
producing and animal-
feed-producing sectors in 
the United States.”

It’s unclear how much 
of an impact pork tariffs 
could have on Ohio’s pork 
producers because most 
Ohio farmers that raise 
hogs for slaughter con-
tract with multinational 

companies that own the 
pigs, but pay farmers to 
house and care for them, 
said Ben Brown, manager 
of the farm management 
program in CFAES.

With lower prices for 
corn and soybean feed, an 
Ohio pork producer may 
actually benefit from pay-
ing less to feed the hogs 
but at the same time could 
be hindered by a drop in 
the demand for pork, said 
Brown, who along with 
Sheldon are in the Depart-
ment of Agricultural, 
Environmental, and Devel-
opment Economics within 
CFAES.

“So it could easily be a 
wash,” Brown said.

In the dairy sector, in 
addition to the 25 percent 
tariff on American cheese 
products in Mexico, Can-
ada is poised to put a 10 
percent tariff on imported 

yogurt as well as a host of 
other products, all set to 
begin July 1.

“This has got to be a 
gut punch to the dairy 
industry that’s already 
struggling,” Brown said.

The most recent devel-
opment in the flurry 
of global tariffs being 
imposed or threatened 
was President Don-
ald Trump’s June 18 
announcement of a 10 per-
cent tariff on an additional 
$200 billion in products 
imported from China 
every year. This would 
add to the already $50 bil-
lion in Chinese products 
slated for tariffs in the 
United States.

The wave of tariff 
announcements has trig-
gered concern among 
those in the agriculture 
industry, which depends 
on export markets.

The United States’ main 
trading partners have 
announced tariffs on a 
widening range of U.S. 
imports – all in retaliation 
for Trump’s announce-
ment in May that the 
United States would 
set tariffs of 25 percent 
on steel and 10 percent 
on aluminum imported 
from outside the country. 
Initially, Trump had said 
imported aluminum and 
steel from Mexico and 
Canada would be exempt 
from those tariffs, but 
then he included them.

Canada is the largest 
importer of agricultural 
goods from Ohio. And 
Ohio’s agricultural exports 
to Canada and Mexico 
combined account for half 
of the state’s exported 
goods.

The president is using 
the steel and aluminum 

tariffs partly as leverage 
in negotiations over the 
North American Free 
Trade Agreement, which 
involves the United States, 
Canada and Mexico, Shel-
don said.

The initial repercus-
sions of his announcement 
of steel and aluminum 
tariffs included Chinese 
authorities fighting back, 
announcing tariffs on 
American soybeans and 
corn as well as other prod-
ucts.

Soybeans are Ohio’s 
largest crop and its top 
agricultural export. The 
crop accounts for an 
estimated $1.4 billion 
in export sales in 2016, 
according to the U.S. 
Department of Agricul-
ture. That same year, 
pork exports totaled $183 
million in 2016 and dairy 
products $126 million.
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Meigs County – Ohio 
Ranked items among the 88 state counties and 3,079 U.S. counties, 2012*

  State Universe U.S.  Universe 

Item Quantity Rank 1 Rank 1

MARKET VALUE 
OF AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTS SOLD ($1,000) 
Total value of 
agricultural products sold 14,478 77 88 2,529 3,077
Value of crops including 
nursery and greenhouse 9,671 75 88 2,115 3,072
Value of livestock, 
poultry, and their products 4,807 75 88 2,484 3,076

VALUE OF SALES BY 
COMMODITY GROUP ($1,000) 
Grains, oilseeds, 
dry beans, and dry peas 2,400 77 88 1,999 2,926 
Vegetables, melons, 
potatoes, and sweet potatoes 1,974 17 88 614 2,802 
Fruits, tree nuts, and berries (D) 62 87 (D) 2,724 
Nursery, greenhouse, 
� oriculture, and sod 2,917 25 88 620 2,678 
Cut Christmas trees and
 short rotation woody crops (D) 75 78 (D) 1,530 
Other crops and hay 2,293 24 88 1,219 3,049 
Poultry and eggs 99 45 88 1,406 3,013 
Cattle and calves 2,016 70 88 2,326 3,056 
Milk from cows 2,385 53 85 967 2,038 
Hogs and pigs 27 80 87 1,684 2,827 
Sheep, goats, wool, 
mohair, and milk 29 83 88 2,257 2,988 
Horses, ponies, mules, 
burros, and donkeys 241 44 88 1,085 3,011 
Other animals and 
other animal products 11 85 88 2,192 2,924 

TOP CROP ITEMS (acres) 
Forage-land used for all
 hay and haylage, grass silage 
and greenchop 15,922 26 88 1,192 3,057 
Corn for grain 2,078 77 87 1,701 2,638 
Soybeans for beans 1,067 80 87 1,675 2,162 
Vegetables harvested, all 718 15 88 579 2,801 
Corn for silage 338 66 88 1,533 2,237 

TOP LIVESTOCK 
INVENTORY ITEMS (number) 
Cattle and calves 7,725 59 88 2,130 3,063 
Layers 4,960 30 88 817 3,040 
Horses and ponies 726 62 88 1,621 3,072 
Goats, all 577 38 88 1,085 2,996 
Sheep and lambs 402 69 88 1,616 2,897 

Other County Highlights, 2012
Economic Characteristics Quantity
Farms by value of sales:
Less than $1,000 .................................................................................................................................. 167 
$1,000 to $2,499 .................................................................................................................................. 101 
$2,500 to $4,999 .....................................................................................................................................71 
5,000 to $9,999 ........................................................................................................................................78 
$10,000 to $19,999.................................................................................................................................71 
$20,000 to $24,999.................................................................................................................................22 
$25,000 to $39,999.................................................................................................................................30 
$40,000 to $49,999................................................................................................................................... 7 
$50,000 to $99,999.................................................................................................................................16 
$100,000 to $249,999 ............................................................................................................................13 
$250,000 to $499,999 .............................................................................................................................. 7 
$500,000 or more ..................................................................................................................................... 5 
Total farm production expenses ($1,000) ............................................................................. 14,969 
Average per farm  .......................................................................................................................$)25,457
Net cash farm income of operation ($1,000) ............................................................................. 888 
Average per farm ($) ........................................................................................................................1,511

Operator Characteristics Quantity 
Principal operators by primary occupation:
Farming ................................................................................................................................................... 313 
Other ........................................................................................................................................................ 275 
Principal operators by sex:
Male .......................................................................................................................................................... 495 
Female ........................................................................................................................................................93 
Average age of principal operator (years) ................................................................................. 58.2 
All operators by race(2): ............................................................................................................................
American Indian or Alaska Native ...................................................................................................... 3 
White ........................................................................................................................................................ 858 
All operators of Spanish, Hispanic, or Latino Origin(2) .............................................................39 

See “Census of Agriculture, Volume 1, Geographic Area Series” for complete footnotes, explanations, 
de� nitions, and methodology.
1= Universe is number of counties in state or U.S. with the item.
2= Data collected for maximum of three operators per farm

AGRICULTURE SNAPSHOTAGRICULTURE SNAPSHOT
Meigs County

2012 CENSUS OF
AGRICULTURE
County Pro� le

 2012 2007 % change

Number of Farms ..............................588 ..............................551 .................................+7%

Land in Farms .....................................75,801 acres .............77,755 acres ................ -3%

Average Size of Farm ......................129 acres ...................141 acres ...................... -9%

Market Value
of Products Sold ...............................$14,478,000 .............$17,614,000 ...............-18%

Crop Sales ....................$9,671,000 ................(67 percent)

Livestock Sales............$4,807,000 ................(33 percent)

Average Per Farm ......$24,622......................$31,968 .......................-23%

Government Payments .................$748,000 ...................$1,214,000 .................-38%

Average Per Farm 
Receiving Payments .......................$7,120 ........................$9,124 ..........................-22%
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