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China tariffs loom large

Sam Shriver | The Lima News
Despite ideal growing conditions, Nick Heitz, an Auglaize County farmer, is worried that prices may be 
lower than expected, especially for soybeans.

Ohio farmers brace for lower prices

Senate 
passes its 
Farm Bill

By Amanda Rockhold
arockhold@aimmediamidwest.
com

WASHINGTON D.C. 
— The U.S. Senate 
passed its version of 
the 2018 Farm Bill, the 
Agriculture Improve-
ment Act of 2018, June 
28 on a bipartisan 
86-11 vote.

The U.S. House 
passed its new version, 
Agriculture and Nutri-
tion Act of 2018 (H.R. 
2), June 21 with a 
213-211 vote. This was 
after the House failed 
to pass its partisan ver-
sion of the 2018 Farm 
Bill in May, with only 
Republican votes.

The two versions 
will soon go to the 
Senate-House Con-
ference Committee, 
where the differences 
between the two bills 
will be addressed and 
resolved. The current 
farm bill expires Sep-
tember 30, 2018.

Sen. Sherrod Brown 
said that passing the 
Senate’s version of the 
farm bill is a “big win” 
for Ohio. “It’s the prod-
uct of a long, biparti-
san process, working 
with Ohio farmers and 
communities over the 
past year,” said Brown 
in a news release June 
28. “The Senate Farm 
Bill is good for farm-
ers, good for families, 
good for taxpayers, 
good for jobs, and 
good for Lake Erie. I 
will continue pushing 
Congress to make sure 
the final bill is good for 
Ohio.”

Also in the news 
release, Frank Burkett 
III, president, Ohio 
Farm Bureau, said, 
“Ohio has been 
fortunate to have 
Senator Sherrod 
Brown providing 
leadership to move 

By Sam Shriver
sshriver@limanews.com

WAPAKONETA — Aug-
laize County Farmer Nick 
Heitz is a gambler. He 
gambles on the weather 
and he also gambles on 
whether international 
trade decisions might 
adversely affect commod-
ity prices.

Heitz has been in farm-
ing his whole life.

“I grew up on a farm, so 
I probably got 47 years in,” 
said Heitz.

He’s 52 now and was 
anticipating a pretty 
decent crop this year.

“My corn is the best 
looking that I’ve ever had, 
and my soybeans, some 
of them are good, some of 
them are starting to strug-
gle with all of this rain 
we’re getting,” he said.

Driving up onto his 
property on Buckland-
Holden Road, one can hear 
the whir of the fans, dry-
ing some of the 225 acres 
of wheat he’s starting to 
harvest. He plans to plant 
soybeans after the wheat 
comes off in an effort to 
add to what he planted 
earlier in the spring. All 
totaled, he’s got 1,264 
acres of beans either in the 
ground or nearly ready to 
be planted.

He’s already watching 
his 1,290 acres of corn 

grow spectacularly.

That’s the good news. Now 
the bad.

On July 6, China is 
expected to enforce a 25 
percent tariff on many 
goods exported from the 
U.S. to China, including 
soybeans. That move is in 
retaliation for the Trump 
administration’s tariffs on 
goods made in China and 
shipped to the U.S.

Just the threat of tariffs 
on soybeans has already 
caused prices to drop dra-
matically.

“We’re already see-
ing a decline in soybean 
prices, which is not what 
we really needed to get at 
this point in crop produc-
tion and preparation for 
selling of the crop. If they 
haven’t already contracted 
it forward, the threat of 
tariffs is having a depress-
ing action on the price of 
soybeans, and soybean was 
going to be the main cash 
crop for this year for many 
people,” said Curtis Young 
with the Van Wert County 
OSU Extension office.

Heitz hasn’t been watch-
ing the situation very 
closely, but sooner rather 
than later, it will affect 
what he can earn this year.

“I’m not surprised. The 
market goes up and down, 
and some organizations 
of farmers have always 

wanted the trade globally 
with China and everybody 
because they think that’s 
all great. It is, but it’s all 
proportional. If prices go 
up, then everything goes 
up with it. In the past, 
China has come to the 
table and bought grain. 
The price goes up for 
soybeans, then they cancel 
the order and it goes down 
quite a bit. Then they buy 
it back real cheap, a lot 
cheaper, and as a farmer, 
I don’t like that, and that’s 
why I could care less about 
wasting time trading 
with these countries that 
do that,” said Heitz. “If 
they go to Brazil and buy 
[soybeans], Brazil might 
not be able to physically 
sell all of the soybeans and 
either they come around in 
the dark of the night and 
get them from the United 
States and resell them or 
something, so I guess the 
market’s going to do what 
the market does. I’m not 
happy the prices are down, 
but it doesn’t surprise 
me.”

Ohio farmers stand to lose if 
tariffs go into effect

According to a news 
release from the Ohio 
State Extension Service, 
an Ohio farmer could lose 
more than half of his or 

Troy woman 
showcases garden, 
part of garden tour
By Amanda Rockhold
arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com

TROY — Recently named an official Mas-
ter Gardeners Volunteer, Andrea Machicao of 
Miami County showcased her garden as part of 
the 2018 Miami County in Bloom Garden Tour 
on June 16.

“Our [Master Gardeners] main objective is 
to educate people about green and growing,” 
said Machicao. “If people have a problem with 
an insect or a disease, they can come into the 
Extension office.” She advises that first and 
foremost people need to know what the plant is 
because different plants have different diseases.

Machicao labeled every plant and tree in her 
gardens, allowing for easy identification. An 
average of 350 people visited the gardens during 
the tour, the gardens located in Troy, Covington 
and Pleasant Hill.

Located in Troy, the footprint of Machicao’s 
property is about one and one-third acres. Her 
gardens spread throughout her land, with stones 
paths, a bridge and metal art and sculptures 
interspersed. Her gardens include: shrub garden; 
thicket; her husband’s vegetable garden; big box 
garden; shade garden; and general landscaping 
around the house.

“With gardening it’s always evolving. It’s never 
finished. You just have to plan ahead a little bit,” 
said Machicao. Overall Machicao has been gar-
dening for about 23 years. She and her husband 
moved to the location in Troy about 7 years ago 
and have been evolving their gardens since then.

The Miami County in Bloom Garden Tour 
happens every two years. This year is the first 
time that Andrea’s garden has been part of the 
tour. She recently graduated from the Master 
Gardeners class, which means she is an official 
Master Gardener Volunteer. Andrea served as an 
intern for a year before she graduated.

“They’re [the gardens] all so different. It’s 
wonderful,” said Machicao. Six other gardens 
were part of the tour, including: Julie and Scott 
McMiller of Troy; Sharon and Joe Bledsoe of 
Pleasant Hill; Sue and Norv Deeter of Pleasant 
Hill; Robin and Thom Ingle of Pleasant Hill; 
Mary-Kate and Bill Peters of Covington; and 
Cathy and Tom Carter of Covington.
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Andrea Machicao in her garden located in Troy. She welcomed 
about 350 people to her garden as part of the 2018 Miami 
County in Bloom Garden Tour on June 16.
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WASHINGTON 
CH — Do you 
know what I loved 
about my job? It 
has been working 
with all the people 
in Ohio’s rural com-
munities.

A lot has 
changed since 
Rural Life Today 
began as a monthly 
farming and agriculture 
publication more than 
seven years ago. But a 
lot has changed in our 
rural communities, as 
well.

When I started as 
Rural Life Today edi-
tor, issues like opioid 
addiction and political 
division were not big 
issues in our Ohio small 
towns. But many things 
have remained the same 
- weather, prices and 
land costs remain topics 
of our rural communities 
and always a part of our 
coverage.

I will miss following 
and reporting all the 
trends in agriculture that 
affect all of you every 
day.

I retired the end of 
June as Rural Life Today 
editor. I have been in 
the media for the past 
42 years as a newspaper 
reporter, editor, publish-
er, and for the last seven 
years editor of Rural Life 

Today.
While I will 

miss all the great-
people in our 
rural communi-
ties that I have 
come to know 
and respect, the 
decision to leave 
was a no-brainer. 
It’s time to relax 
and worry no 

more about deadlines 
and schedules.

There are many things 
about Rural Life Today 
that I am proud of. The 
many features about 
people, our coverage of 
the many issues in agri-
culture like GMOs and 
water quality.

I think I am most 
proud of the fact that 
this publication has 
always covered all farm 
groups and organiza-
tions, from the Farm 
Bureau to OSU Exten-
sion to the FFA and 4-H 
to the Ohio Ecological 
Food and Farm Asso-
ciation. We didn’t favor 
any one group, nor did 
we ignore any organiza-
tions or farm production 
methods.

We have always been 
independent, giving a 
voice to everyone in 
rural Ohio.

Changes over the years
In the years we have 

published, we’ve had 
several names. When 
we started out - just for 
several newspapers in 
southwest Ohio, we were 
called “ACRES.” But I 
guess someone owned 
the right to that name so 
it was changed to “My 
Own Rural Life.” Luck-
ily that was short lived 
before being changed to 
the appropriate “Rural 
Life Today.”

I’ve been editor of 
Rural Life while I was 
also publisher and editor 
at two daily newspapers 
over the years and also 
for several years as edi-
tor full time. Our new 
editor will also serve the 
publication full-time.

Over the years the 
“topics” of interest in 
our rural communities 
have grown and evolved 
to a degree. There is 
a lot more discussion 
about food, where it 
comes from and how it is 
produced. There is more 
talk about “sustainable 
agriculture” and develop-
ing closer ties between 
farmers and consumers 
such as CSAs.

However, what hasn’t 
changed is coverage of 
those people in out agri-
culture and rural com-
munities and the hard 

Not a job, but a pleasure

See JOB | 5

Editor’s note: This 
is the second and 
final part of the col-
umn from the June 
issue of Rural Life 
Today.

URBANA — I was 
able to drive the truck 
to within about 20 feet 
of the heifer as she lay 
stretched out on her side. 
Her front half lay under 
honeysuckle bushes, while 
her back half extended 
out from the briars, pro-
viding us unhindered 
access for our OB work. 
I got the halter and 
worked my way through 
the honeysuckle branches 
to place the rope on the 
heifer’s head and tie her 
to a nearby tree. When I 
saw her eyes, pallor and 
her lack of response to 
placing the halter on her 
head, my worst suspicions 
were confirmed: she had 
probably been trying to 
calve for the full two days.

In the meantime, Fred 
set up our equipment and 

pumped warm 
water from the 
reservoir in my 
truck in prepara-
tion to wash the 
heifer. I saw Fred 
reel backward as 

he got the first glimpse 
of what he was about to 
clean up, Fortunately he 
didn’t vomit or get the 
dry heaves.

Dried blood and calf 
membranes, dark and 
leathery like a mummy’s 
skin, were being feasted 
on by flies that swarmed 
like killer bees in a sci-
ence fiction movie. The 
calf’s nose and feet pro-
truded from the birth 
canal.

Fred leaned on the 
truck hood while I pro-
ceeded to wash the area 
around the heifer’s birth 
canal and spray the cow 
with an aerosol insecti-
cide to kill the flies and 
maggots I then conducted 
a pelvic examination 
and determined that the 

problem delivery was not 
caused by a malposition-
ing of the calf. Rather, the 
heifer had needed only 
some additional traction 
on the calf’s legs to help 
the delivery along. Two 
days earlier, this would 
have been a simple deliv-
ery.

I really needed some 
assistance to complete 
the delivery, but Fred was 
still hanging back, feel-
ing ill. (You could say he 
was being non-productive 
in more than one sense; 
he had skipped lunch, so 
he was now over by the 
truck with a fit of the dry 
heaves.)

I barked at him, “Fred, 
help me out here!” Nor-
mally I don’t come across 
like a drill sergeant, but if 
Fred was going to make 
this his profession he was 
going to have to face the 
unpleasantries and get 
with the program. It was 

The cow that never had a chance
Don 
Sanders
Contributing 
columnist

See CHANCE | 4

Up around the 
southeast corner 
of Auglaize County 
in the village of 
Minster, if you smell 
the mouth-watering 
aroma of patio grilling, 
it just might be coming 
from Jill Hein’s house. 
Summer is a special sea-
son for the Hein family, 
and not just because Jill 
is a kindergarten teacher 
and has the summer off. 
The family loves grilling 
and hanging out on the 
patio.

“Eating out there is a 
crowd favorite,” Jill says. 
Her “crowd” includes her 
husband and three active 
boys. “Right now, my 
interests are the interests 
of my kids,” shares the 
dutiful mom, although 
she does have personal 
hobbies and activities—
many which involve food.

“Growing up, my cher-
ished memories were 
at my Grandma Alice’s 
house. Grandma was 

always cooking our 
favorites of skillet-
fried hamburgers 
or bean soup with 
pancakes and if 
it wasn’t a home 

cooked meal, she was set-
ting out snacks for all of 
us to enjoy.” Raising three 
hungry boys, Jill carries 
on the same tradition.

“I typically cook a full 
course meal for every sup-
per and by the time I am 
finished cleaning up, I feel 
like I am getting snacks 
out for someone who is 
hungry again!” says Jill. 
The Hein boys love the 
outdoors which includes 
playing baseball and the 
whole family enjoys camp-
ing, fishing, taking walks 
and gardening.

“Once my husband and 
I got married and bought 
our house, I planted a gar-
den,” Jill says. “The gar-
den has become a whole 
family excitement. After 
a couple of years of trial 
and error planting, we 

now plant our favorites; 
tomatoes, cucumbers, 
peppers, onions and zuc-
chini. We have picked 
these vegetables because 
they are connected to a 
favorite recipe.“ Jill cans 
pickles, pasta sauce, 
pizza sauce and salsa and 
enjoys baking breads with 
the zucchinis.

When making her 
weekly grocery list, Jill 
calls the family together 
and everyone gets to 
pick a meal for the week. 
“Once we all decide 
on the menu, I get the 
groceries and NO ONE 
is allowed to fuss over 
the meal I prepare,” she 
shares. The Hein family 
greatly values their sup-
per time together and 
that daily event is only 
trumped by evening base-
ball games. “Typically, we 
eat together, we all have 
our favorite spots to sit 
around the table, we pray 

Summer meals, memories
Darla 
Cabe
Contributing 
columnist

See MEALS | 6

Found on the Farm
RuralLifeToday.com
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If you want to share a treasure from your farm, email a photo and information to gbrock@civitasmedia.com 

to receive a subscription
of Rural Life Today at home...

Tell a Friend. . .

Call 567.242.0452

Jim Georges, Hillsboro, Ohio. Age 80 - 
Although I cannot see enough of the item to 
tell for sure. It looks like a Buck Rake to me. 
You pulled it along the ground and it would 

gather loose hay. When you wanted to unload 
it you just pulled it backwards and the tines 
slid out from under the hay. Later on they 
had wheels on them and were mounted on 

tractors or old cut o�  auto’s or trucks and the 
tines could be raised for travel. 

Melvin Davis, Shelby County - A buck 
rake that was used with hay. We had one 

that we sold to someone that planned 
to have mounted in a kitchen to hang 

utensils from. It was attached to the front 
of a tractor. You took it to the row of hay 

in the � eld and lowered it to scoop up hay 
to take to the barn.

FOUND ON THE FARM RESPONSES FROM JUNE
“We asked you what this Found on the Farm item was in June’s 

issue.  Here’s the responses from our readers.”

 If you want to share a treasure from your farm, email a photo and information to gbrock@aimmediamidwest.com
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arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com

Gary 
Brock
editor
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working with nature
“Learning to deal with 

the soil is an important 
thing,” said Machicao. 
“Without good soil you 
won’t get good plants. 
Our soil here [Ohio] 
with the alkaline clay — 
it’s very nutritious. But 
sometimes that nutrition 
is blocked because of the 
PH [potential of Hydro-
gen].”

She added that she 
tends to use a peat moss 
when she plants, which 
lowers the PH a little bit 
and supplies the organic 
materials to the clay to 
help it drain a little better.

“The dogwoods need a 
little extra care because 
they don’t like our alka-
line soil. So they need a 
little acidifying treatment 
fertilizer,” said Machicao. 
She also gives a little fer-
tilizer boost to her roses. 
“But everything else is 
pretty much on its own.”

Machicao was a micro-
biology major in college. 
“As far as the roundup 
type chemicals, I have 
become more and more 
conservative over the 
years,” said Machicao. 
She still uses a chemi-
cal for thistle because 
she said that “it’s almost 
impossible” to dig up. She 
will also use it on poison 
ivy.

“I really love nature and 

spending time outside,” 
said Machicao. “As a kid 
I would go up to northern 
Wisconsin. My dad and 
his brother bought a spot 
on a lake about fifty or 
sixty years ago. There 
wasn’t even a road.”

She said that they had 
to row the lumber across 
the lake in a rowboat to 
build their house, which 
her father and his brother 
built it with their own 
two hands. “Appreciating 
nature, I think, came from 
those experiences in Wis-
consin, in the forest,” said 
Machicao.

Spruce trees
At the end of May 

Andrea had to remove 
a Spruce tree that was 
leaning terribly, she said. 
Where the spruce was 
previously she put plants 
she bought from big box 
stores. These include: 
rising sun redbud tree, 

which produces light 
yellow and orange tips, 
along with ctenanthe, 
coreopsis, hostas, and spi-
der warts.

“The budget was 
exhausted. I went to big 
box stores and I planted 
everything in here for 
around a hundred-seventy 
dollars,” said Machicao.

This year she took 
out several other Spruce 
trees, adding that she has 
one spruce in the front 
yard the she suspects will 
have to be removed in the 
near future. Her shrub 
garden is new from last 
year, as it replaces spruce 
trees that had to be exca-
vated.

“The spruce aren’t 
native [to Ohio] and 
so they’re tight growth 
makes them subject to 
fungal diseases, starts 
killing them from the bot-
tom up,” said Machicao. 

“It’s seldom that one 
thing will kill a tree. But 
if they’re stressed and 
there’s weather that’s not 
cooperative, the fungal 
diseases can start taking 
over.”

The spruce in the front 
yard has landscape fabric 
around it, which also cov-
ers much of the land of 
her gardens. She said that 
has been pulling large 
amounts of landscape 
fabric from underneath 
her grass and plants. 
Machicao isn’t sure who 
placed the fabric or when, 
but admits that excavat-
ing the spruce trees was 
a big job with having to 
excavate the fabric.

The bridge and thicket
A red bridge in the 

backyard leads to the 
thicket and goes over a 
drainage easement, along 
which she planted several 
small cypress trees. These 

trees will help soak up 
any stagnant water.

“It’s kind of a focal 
point in the back and it 
makes it so much easier 
to come back here,” she 
said, referring to the 
thicket, an area with a 
lot of shaded plants and 
trees.

Her husband’s brother 
built the bridge, but has 
since passed away. “It 
was really special to have 
that bridge here. He was 
a civil engineer and he 
designed the bridge and 
a couple of family friends 
built it for us,” said 
Machicao.

She said that in the 
thicket she planted as 
many natives as she could 
get her hands on. She also 
utilized the bark and lum-
ber from the spruce trees 
that were taken down as a 
border in the thicket.

Many of the plants in 
the backyard are shaded 
plants. She also has a 
pawpaw, bur oak tree and 
a buckeye tree, all Ohio 
natives. The big trees pro-
vide a lot of shade in the 
backyard.

She added a stone bor-
der to her shade garden 
because she said that it’s 
a lot of work to keep the 
grass out of the beds.

Lesser Celandine
“There’s another 

invasive that is very, 
very important to make 
people aware of,” said 
Machicao. “And it’s 
called lesser celandine.”

“It comes out in very 
early spring, almost 
before anything else. It 
grows, it blooms, and 
then it fades off and 
disappears for the rest of 
the season.” But she said 
that “it’s still in there” 
and it grows in a very 
thick mat, spreading by 
various means and has 
tubers under the ground.

“It can seed itself. It 
can grow by runners. 
It is a nightmare,” 
Machicao said. “Chokes 
out everything else. 
Even worse, it’s 
completely poisonous 
and nothing eats it.”

She said that basically 
chemical means is the 
only way to get ride 
of it, “which is also a 
problem because [lesser 
celandine] spreads 
around streams.”

Machicao said that her 
sister, who lives east of 
Cleveland, had mistaken 
lesser celandine for 
a yellow wildflower. 
Machicao added that 
it’s important that 
people are aware of this 
invasive plant because 
“it’s sneaky and grows 
during the time of year 
when a lot of people 
aren’t out in their yards 
because of the weather, 
and then it disappears 
when you are out.”

For more information 
on the Master 
Gardeners visit: www.
mastergardener.osu.edu/
home
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Farmers Serving Farmers
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Steiger® tractors have provided industry-leading power and innovation to farming operations for more 
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your bottom line.

Before (left) and after (right) pictures of the garden along the main walkway at the front of Andrea’s 
house, located in Troy.

from page 1

Garden
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a Farm Bill forward 
via his work on the 
Senate Agriculture 
Committee. At a time 
of great uncertainty 
in the farm economy, 
it is great to have 
leaders who recognize 
the challenges while 
working to provide 
solutions.”

On June 13, Brown 
held a news conference 
after the U.S. Senate 
Agriculture Committee 
passed the bipartisan 
bill with a 20-1 vote.

During this 
conference call Brown 
said that the bill 
secures key provisions 
regarding the 
Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program 
(SNAP), water quality, 
the dairy program and 
local foods initiatives.

When the House 
farm bill passed June 
21, House Agriculture 
Committee Chairman 
K. Michael Conaway 
(TX-11) issued the 
following remarks:

“Today’s vote was 
about keeping faith 
with the men and 
women of rural America 
and about the enduring 
promise of the dignity 
of a day’s work. It 
was about providing 
certainty to farmers 
and ranchers who have 

been struggling under 
the weight of a five-year 
recession and about 
providing our neighbors 
in need with more than 
just a hand out, but 
a hand up. I’m proud 
of what this body has 
accomplished, and now 
look forward to working 
with the Senate and the 
president to deliver a 
farm bill on time to the 
American people,” said 
Conaway.

The 2018 Farm Bill 
has caused tension with 
the Ohio Ecological 
Food and Farm Associa-
tion (OEFFA) in strong 
opposition of the House 
version of the farm bill.

When the Senate 
farm bill version 
passed through the 
Senate Agriculture 
Committee June 13, 
Amalie Lipstreu, 
Policy Program 
Coordinator, OEFFA 
said, “The Senate 
Agriculture Committee 
worked across party 
lines and produced 
a comprehensive bill 
correcting many of the 
shortfalls in the failed 
House bill.”

Controversy 
continues continues 
between the two 
versions, especially 
with provisions to 
work requirements and 
SNAP.

According to an 
NPR article June 
21, House Speaker 

Paul Ryan (R-Wis.) 
said, “[The House] 
bill includes critical 
reforms to nutrition 
benefits that close 
the skills gap, better 
equip our workforce, 
and encourage people 
to move from welfare 
to work, so more 
Americans have the 
opportunity to tap into 
the economic prosperity 
we’re seeing right now.”

For more information 
on the Senate’s version 
of the farm bill, visit: 
www.agriculture.senate.
gov/2018-farm-bill.

For more information 
on the House’s version 
of the farm bill, visit: 
www.agriculture.house.
gov/farmbill.

Brown also secured 
an amendment to the 
Senate 2018 Farm 
Bill to ensure that 
only farmers who are 
actively farming are 
eligible to receive farm 
payments. In a news 
release June 28 Brown 
said, “Senator Grassley 
and I were able to 
secure our amendment 
to make sure payments 
go to working farmers, 
not wealthy investors 
or speculators on Wall 
Street. This is good 
for taxpayers. And it’s 
also good for farmers 
because it helps ensure 
we can keep strong 
safety net programs 
going for years to 
come.”

OH-70059182

Southwest Ohio Corn Growers 
and Fayette County 
Agronomy Field Day

TUESDAY, August 14, 2018 
TIME 9:00A.M. – 2:00P.M.

THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSIONCFAES

FAYETTE.OSU.EDU
CLINTON.OSU.EDU

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a 
nondiscriminatory basis. For more information, visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu. For an 

accessible format of this publication, visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility.

9:00AM – Kick-off Session
• Keynote Speaker – Matt Roberts, Kernmantle Group    “Economics of Managing Best Management Practices”

Other Breakout Sessions and Topics 
• Tri-State Fertilizer Guide and Nitrogen Decisions – Steve Culman, The Ohio State University
• Gibberella Diagnostic Demonstration and Research Project – Pierce Paul, The Ohio State University
• Using On-Farm Research to Make Production Decisions, eFields –Elizabeth Hawkins, The Ohio State University
• Diagnostic Demonstration of Corn and Soybean Insect Pests – Kelly Tillmon, The Ohio State University
• 2018 Farm Bill Update and Progress
• Ohio Corn and Wheat Growers Association Update 

Field Day Events
• Corn and Soybean Show Plots
• Two $500 gift certifi cate drawing for Ohio Corn Grower Members
• Trade Show – Large Equipment and Table Top
• Plane rides from FCA Flight Training, $30/Person for a 30 minute fl ight
-Must register at 740-335-2430  (Payment in cash or check made to FCA Flight Training)
• Health Screenings in the morning (Please fast prior for blood testing)
• CCA Credits, Fertilizer re-certifi cation (Private and Commercial) and Private Pesticide re-certifi cation credits will be offered
Evening Events
• Fayette County Chamber of Commerce – “Business After Hours” – 4:00PM – 6:00PM
 -Sponsored by – Hartley Oil, Washington C.H., Ohio
• Fayette County Farm Bureau and Fayette Soil & Water Conservation District Annual Meetings
 -SWCD voting is from 5:30P.M. – 6:30P.M. – Banquet begins at 6:00P.M.
 -Banquet reservations are $10.00 - Call the Farm Bureau offi ce at 937-382-4407   

Location
Fayette County Airport & 
Demonstration Farm 
2770 State Route 38 
Washington C.H., Ohio 
43160
Admission is FREE
Lunch is Provided

Large Equipment Displays 
and Table Top Displays still 
available!

Contact Information
Ken Ford
ANR Educator, Fayette 
County Cell: 937-441-5762
Offi ce: 740-335-1150
ford.70@osu.edu
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important for him to get 
past his first bad case, 
if he were to handle 
another one like this by 
himself.

Truth be told, the 
stench and flies made 
me uncomfortable, too, 
when I let my concentra-
tion drift from the job 
at hand. But I couldn’t 
afford to let my associ-
ate see anything less 
than a professional in 
my behavior.

After attaching OB 
chains to the calf ’s 
legs, I asked Fred to 
help me deliver the calf 
with traction. By hand, 
I could get the calf to 
budge only a couple of 
inches. I showed Fred 
how to make a pulley 
mechanism out of the 
lariat and attach it to 
the bumper of the truck. 
Both of us pulling on 
the lariat attached to 
the calf ’s feet made the 
delivery much easier. It 
took only five minutes, 
and the heifer didn’t 
appear to be injured by 
our manipulations

I told Fred that many 
cows recover from a 
delivery of this type 
without any other assis-
tance, but this one had 
already suffered greatly, 
having been poisoned 
by the calf ’s dead tissue 

for two days. This cow’s 
chances were poor. Out 
of ear shot, Sally stood

behind the truck crying 
her eyes out over her pet 
and heaping every kind 
of recrimination that she 
could on herself.

To rehydrate the heifer, 
I got the large volume 
fluid administration set 
out of the truck. It was 
capable of administering 
five gallons of ringer’s 
solution at a time. But 
just as Fred was prepar-
ing the cow’s neck for 
an intravenous injection 
in the jugular vein, the 
heifer breathed its last.

There was nothing left 
for us to do. I really was 
disappointed to lose the 
heifer, but I was more 
concerned for Sally. It 
was all she could do to 
handle both the guilt 
for her negligence and 
the loss of her dear pet. 
Fred was speechless. He 
was at a loss for what 
to do with this woman 
crying uncontrollably. I 
asked Fred to load up the 
equipment while I talked 
to Sally.

I explained to Sally 
that I was nearly as upset 
over losing the heifer as 
she was. She told me that 
it wasn’t my fault; it was 
all her fault for being so 
careless. I agreed that 
it would be great if we 
could turn the clock back 
two days and handle 
the situation differently. 
Since that wasn’t pos-

sible, I told Sally, she 
needed to remember that 
she had done everything 
she could to help her 
heifer once she real-
ized the cow was miss-
ing. She had searched 
until she found her and 
then called our office. 
It might not have been 
much consolation, but 
her heifer had the best 
medical care available at 
that moment.

Sally said that she still 
felt bad for Gwendolyn, 
but she understood and 
agreed, we all had done 
our very best by the heif-
er when we realized her 
plight. Until that very 
moment I hadn’t known 
her heifer’s name. After 
we dropped Sally off at 
her house, Fred and I 
headed for the office to 
get a shower before our 
next stop. 

As we drove, Fred told 
me that he would never 
forget this case and 
that he was especially 
impressed by the way I 
had comforted Sally. In 
truth, it hadn’t been dif-
ficult to speak to Sally 
as I had. She really did 
love that creature, and 
her intentions were great 
even if her attention 
to the cow’s real needs 
were not.

After a few minutes of 
pensive silence, I turned 
to Fred: and asked: “Can 
you imagine someone 
naming a Hereford heifer 
Gwendolyn?”

from page 2
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CARS
2007 MERCEDES-BENZ C280 4MATIC

Sunroof, Super Clean ............................................................ $3,995
2007 VOLVO S40 FWD

Sunroof, Local Trade, Clean Car ............................................ $4,995
2008 CHEVROLET IMPALA LTZ

Heated, Leather Seats, Sunroof, 1 Owner .............................. $6,995
2008 MAZDA 6

4 cyl, Auto, Power Seats, Alloy Wheels, Only 64,000 Miles.... $6,995
2007 PONTIAC G6

4 Cyl, Auto, Alloy Wheels, Only 69,000 Miles ........................ $6,995
2010 CHEVROLET MALIBU LTZ

Sunroof, Heated Leather, 4 Cyl, Only 67,000 Miles, Local Trade In... $9,895
2014 VW JETTA

4 cyl, Auto, Extra Clean, Only 37,000 Miles .................................. $9,295
2015 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA SE

1.8 Turbo, Alloys Wheels, Only 27,000 Miles ..................... $12,995
2009 LEXUS IS250 AWD

Sunroof, Navigation, Heated Seats, 64,000 Miles ............... $12,995
2013 HYUNDAI SONATA LTD.

Sunroof, Heated Leather Seats, 43,000 Miles ..................... $14,995
2016 HONDA CIVIC LX

4 Door, 4 cycle, Auto, Only 19,000 Miles...................................$15,995
TRUCKS & SUVS

2006 CHEVY TRAILBLAZER LS 4X4
Sunroof, Local Trade ............................................................. $3,995

2007 HONDA CRV EX AWD
Sunfroof, Local Trade ............................................................ $5,995

2008 KIA SORENTO LX
V6, Only 80,000 Miles, Cold Air ............................................ $6,995

2009 JEEP PATRIOT SPORT
4x4, 4 Cyl., 5 speed, Only 37,000 Miles ................................ $7,995

2010 CHEVY COLORADO EXT. CAB
4x4, 4 cyl. Auto, AC, Cruise ................................................... $9,795

2009 FORD RANGER SUPER CAB XLT
4x4, V6, PW, PL, Only 76,000 Miles...................................... $9,995

2006 CHEVROLET AVALANCHE Z71 4X4
Super Clean Inside & Out................................................... $10,995
2006 GMC SIERRA 1500 CREW CAB SLE 4X4

Sunroof 5.3 V8................................................................... $10,995
2009 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500

Reg Cab, 2WD LT, V6, Only 82,000 Miles ........................... $10,995
2012 CHEVY EQUINOX LS

FWD, 4 Cycle, New Tires..................................................... $10,995
2007 F-150 CREW CAB XLT 4X4

4.6 V8 Only 93,000 Miles, New Tires.................................. $11,495
2007 CHEVY SILVERADO EXT CAB LT 4X4

5.3 V-8, Only 65,000 Miles................................................. $11,995
2005 FORD F250 REG CAB XLT

4x4, Diesel, Local Trade In New Tires................................. $12,495
2011 DODGE RAM 1500 REG CAB

2wd v6, Cruise, 20” Alloy Wheels, only 39,000 Miles......... $12,995
2010 BUICK ENCLAVE CXL FWD

Rear Buckets, Dual Air, Leather .......................................... $12,995
2009 CHEVY SILVERADO 3500 REG CAB 4X4

6.0 L, Alloy Wheels................................................................ 13,495
2012 NISSAN FRONTIER KING CAB SV

V6, PW, PL, Only 38,000 Miles, 2WD................................. $14,995

2012 FORD F250 REG CAB 4X4
6.2 L Gas, AC, Tow Package ............................................... $15,495

2015 FORD ESCAPE SE 4X4
Sunroof, Only 20,000 Miles, Power Seat, Alloy Wheels ...... $16,495

2013 VW TIGUAN SE AWD
Heated Leather, Sunroof, Navigation, Only 39,000 Miles .... $16,495

2006 DODGE RAM 2500 QUAD CAB SLT
4x4, 5.9 Diesel, Newer Tires, 2-Tone Paint ......................... $17,495

2016 FORD ESCAPE SE 4X4
2.0 EcoBoost, Alloy Wheels, Roof Rack, Power Seat, 35,000 Miles .... $17,895

2015 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN SXT
Only 13,000 Miles, Power Seats, Power Side Door & Hatch ....$17,995

2011 FORD F150 CREW CAB XLT
4x4, 3.5 Ecoboost V6, Chrome Wheels, Assist Steps......... $18,395

2011 FORD EXPLORER LMTD 4X4
Sunroof, Navigation, Rear Buckets, Heated Leather ............ $18,495

2012 GMC YUKON SLE 4X4
Sunroof, 7 Passenger, Power Driver’s Seat ......................... $18,495

2011 GMC SIERRA 1500 SLE Z71
Ext. Cab, 4x4, 5.3 V8, Tow Package, Only 54,000 Miles...... $18,995

2017 CHEVROLET EQUINOX LT
FWD, Power Seat, Back Up Camera, 19,000 Miles ............. $18,995
2011 CHEVY SILVERADO 3500 EXT CAB LT 4X4
Leather, 8ft Flat Bed, New Tires, 6.0 Gas ............................ $19,495

2013 FORD F150 SUPER CAB SXT
4x4 5.0 V8, Only 36,000 Miles ........................................... $19,495
2014 CHEVY SILVERADO 1500 REG CAB 4X4

Long Bed, V6, Auto, AC, Only 31,000 miles ....................... $20,995
2013 CHEVROLET SILVERADO LT EXT CAB

2WD, 5.3 V8, Fully Loaded, Tow Pack, 41,000 Miles ......... $20,995
2011 FORD F150 CREW CAB XLT 4X4

5.0 V8, Power Seats, Only 35,000 Miles............................. $21,995
2013 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500 EXT CAB LT
5.3 V8, Power Seat, Climate Control, New Tires, Only 54,000 miles........ $21,995
2014 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500 DOUBLE CAB LT
5.3 V8, Power Seat, Climate Control, Tow Pack, Only 34,000 Miles ...............................$23,995

2008 DODGE RAM 2500 MEGA CAB SLT
4X4, 6.7 Diesel, Alloy Wheels, Power Seat.....................$24,995
2015 CHEVROLET SILVERADO REG CAB 2500

4x4, PW PL Cruise, Assist Steps........................................ $24,995
2015 FORD F150 CREW CAB XLT, FX4 OFF ROAD
EcoBoost V6, 20” Alloy Wheels, Only 26,000 Miles............ $29,995

2016 RAM 2500 CREW CAB SLT
4x4, 5.7 Hemi, Chrome Wheels, Only 36,000 Miles............ $30,495
2016 JEEP WRANGLER UNLIMITED SAHARA 4X4
Only 14,000 miles, Heated Seats, Navigation, Hard & Soft Top ....... $32,995
2012 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 3500 CREW CAB LTZ
4x4, Dually, Duramax, Loaded, Only 92,000 Miles ............. $34,995
2012 DODGE RAM 2500 QUAD CAB 4X4 LARAMIE
6.7 Diesel Sunroof, Navigation, Heated & Cooled Seats.........$35,495

2017 FORD EXPEDITION EL LIMITED
4X4, Navigation, Headed & Cooled Seats ........................... $35,995
2016 CHEVY SILVERADO 2500 DOUBLE CAB

4x4, Duramax, Diesel LT Power Seats ................................ $38,995

SCHOTT
BROTHERS SALES

811 Nevada Rd., Bucyrus
(419) 562-1748
PRE-OWNED CARS, TRUCKS, VANS & SUVS

work they do every day.

it’s all about people
I, and in recent months 

reporter Amanda Rock-
hold, have enjoyed writ-
ing about the lives of 
people and their work - 
this “slide of life” in rural 
Ohio every month.

That is what I have 
enjoyed most these years 
as editor of Rural Life 
Today.

Whether it was talk-
ing one-on-one with 
farmers as they attended 
the annual Farm Bureau 
Washington Trip or meet-
ing folks at the Rural Life 
booth during Farm Sci-
ence Review, I’ve enjoyed 
listening to what rural 
Ohioans have had to say.

And shouldn’t we jour-

nalists do a lot more of 
that these days? Actually 
sit down and listen to 
people?

As I retire, it would be 
nice to say that there was 
one feature, one story I 
enjoyed writing the most 
- I can’t. I’ve enjoyed them 
all.

For me, meeting and 
listening to rural Ohioans 
all these years hasn’t been 
work, it has been a plea-
sure.

from page 2
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her annual net income if 
the threatened 25 percent 
tariff is imposed on U.S. 
soybeans and corn in 
China.

Researchers with 
the OSU College of 
Food, Agricultural, and 
Environmental Sciences 
(CFAES) have projected 
a 59 percent loss in 
annual net farm income 
based on historical trends 
in yields on corn and 
soybeans and projections 
for price drops in both 
commodities.

Across Ohio, the 
loss of soybean exports 
to China would be an 
estimated $241 million 
loss annually.

The study is the first to 
show the financial impact 
a 25 percent tariff on 
China’s imports of U.S. 
soybeans and corn could 
have on an Ohio farmer 
and on the entire state.

“There are farmers who 
are struggling across the 
state,” said Ben Brown, 
manager of CFAES’s farm 
management program. “If 
the proposed tariffs go 
into effect, we’re going 
to have farmers who will 
have to exit the industry.”

The financial losses 
stem from an expected 
drop in Chinese demand 
for U.S. soybeans and 
corn and in the world 
price for both crops.

“The biggest impact 
will be on profits from 
soybeans. However, corn 
is affected too,” Brown 
said.

Soybeans are Ohio’s 
largest crop and the 
state’s top agricultural 
export.

The losses from 
soybean sales are 
projected to be far 
greater than for corn. 
Every year, 31 percent 
of the soybeans and 2 
percent of the corn Ohio 
produces are exported to 
China.

China is the largest 
buyer of soybeans in 
the world, and Brazil 
is its top supplier, 
with the United States 
being second. If China 
imposes the threatened 
25 percent tariff on U.S. 
soybeans that will drive 
up the price that Chinese 
companies have to pay 
for U.S. soybeans and 
encourage them to buy 

even more soybeans from 
Brazil, Brown said.

Crops around the area are 
doing pretty good

Auglaize County
A check of area coun-

ties indicates that much 
of what is planted is 
doing pretty well, and 
that should help farm-
ers at harvest with more 
bushels produced per 
acre.

“The corn crop is good 
to excellent throughout 
Auglaize County. We’re 
very fortunate to have the 
probably 80 to 85 percent 
of the corn crop in that 
category. With the rains 
last week, we went back-
ward a little bit with the 
corn, but not very much. 
So we’re in really good 
shape with corn right 
now. Soybeans, on the 
other hand, they’ve strug-
gled a little bit all along. 
I only rated two weeks 
soybeans to be only 70 
to 75 good to excellent, 
so we’re a little less than 
corn and now with the 
rain last week, there’s soy-
beans, especially in the 
northern tier of Auglaize 
County that has gone 
backward really bad. My 
guess is we probably lost 
10 to 20 percent that was 
good to excellent, jump-
ing down into the fair to 
poor categories,” said Jeff 
Stachler, Auglaize County 
OSU Extension Educa-
tor for Ag and Natural 
Resources.

Putnam County
“Actually, in our county, 

everything is doing really 
well. We’ve had a really 
good year. We’ve gotten 
rain just when we have 

needed it. We used to 
always say ‘knee high 
by the fourth of July’ 
for corn, and it’s twice 
that tall now,” said Beth 
Scheckelhoff with the 
Putnam County OSU 
Extension.

Rain has not been as 
much of a factor in Put-
nam County as it has in 
other counties.

“Some fields, especially 
with the low-lying areas 
where the water has pon-
ded, that kind of stresses 
the plants out so we do 
have some issues there 
but it’s very spotty for the 
most part,” she added.

Hardin County
Hardin County crops 

appear to be doing as 
good as Auglaize Coun-
ty’s, at this point.

“We’ve had a really 
good growing season this 
year. Haven’t heard any 
complaints. We got a late 
start, probably two weeks 
later than farmers would 
have liked to be in the 
fields, but once they did 
get started, the weather 
cooperated this year. 
Everybody seemed to get 
things planted on time, 
and we’ve had several dif-
ferent rains, which have 
helped along the way to 
keep the crops in good 
condition. We did get hit 
really hard this past week-
end, getting up to 4 and 
1/2 inches in the county 
according to some of our 
rainfall reporters,” said 
Mark Badertscher with 
the Hardin County OSU 
Extension office.

“The big problem with 
the late season rains 
is going to be that if it 
rains and then it dries 
and it gets hit again by 

rain when we’re close to 
[wheat] harvest, then 
you worry about sprout-
ing the wheat seed and 
you also worry about the 
wheat grain itself. When 
it gets wet and it dries 
it starts to shrink, and 
so that means our test 
weight per bushel would 
go down which would 
affect our overall yield as 
well as your grain qual-
ity,” said Badertscher.

Van wert County
Up until about a week 

ago, things were looking 
very nice in terms of crop 
development and growth 
patterns. The corn is 

especially looking good 
in terms of how high it 
has gotten and looking 
nice and green. We will 
most definitely reach the 
eye high by the fourth of 
July in many of our fields. 
However, you can still 
drive around the county 
and see a few fields where 
they had some apparent 
drainage issues earlier 
in the season, and there 
are some that bit behind 
and some unevenness in 
growth patterns in some 
fields, especially towards 
the west of Van Wert 
County. The soybeans, 
they were coming along 

very well until we got all 
of this rain. There are at 
least, in patches in some 
fields where the amount 
of water that stood over 
top of the beans and the 
continuous wetness of 
the soil is going to result 
in the development of 
disease and death of 
plants. In a few cases, it’s 
the entire field that is not 
looking good at all but 
in most of our soybean 
fields, there are definitely 
going to be holes and 
patches where drainage 
was either backed up 
or they were just poorly 
drained areas of the 
field to begin with,” said 
Young.

As for wheat, crops 
were ready to harvest 
before the rains hit. 
“Unfortunately, as wet 
as the fields are with all 
of that rain that’s come 
through, it may be a delay 
in getting into those fields 
to be able to harvest the 
wheat,” Young added.

Reach Sam Shriver at 567-242-
0409.

Sam Shriver | The Lima News
Long-time Auglaize County farmer Nick Heitz is concerned over 
crop prices as China is set to enact 25-percent tariffs on u.S. crops 
exported to China.

Soybean farmers in Ohio stand to lose the most if the China tariffs 
are enacted.

from page 1
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holding hands and sit 
down and eat as a fam-
ily,” Jill says.

Jill rarely follows a rec-
ipe. She gather’s ideas 
from recipes, but cooks 
according to her fam-
ily’s tastes. She tends to 
add salt and garlic to a 
lot of her creations and 
the boys seem to like 
it. She learned to cook 
just from being in the 
kitchen growing up and 
helping out. Some of the 
things she likes best to 
cook are favorites from 
her grandma’s house.

“I will be     something 
for the boys that Grand-

ma made for me and I 
will call her and ask her 
questions about it. I tell 
her it just doesn’t taste 
right and she always 
tells me to add more salt 
and if it’s not salt, it is 
sugar! It makes me laugh 
every time because 
watching her cook, it 
seems she adds a gallon 
of salt to everything she 
makes…but it always 
tastes delicious” — just 
like the summertime 
food that comes from the 
Hein’s patio grill.

Fajita Grilled Pizza
Ingredients
• Small Red onion
• Green, red and yel-

low pepper
• 3-4 chicken breast 

(depending on size)
• Packet of taco mix

• Olive Oil
• Heavy tin foil
• Cooking spray
• Sour cream
• Pizza crust(premade 

crust)
• 2 cup bag of Shred-

ded Cheddar cheese
Cut the vegetables 

and chicken into strips. 
Place in a bowl, sprinkle 
with olive oil and then 
add the seasonings from 
the taco packet. Mix this 
all together. Make a foil 
pack with tin foil. I use 
a couple of layers of foil, 
spray with cooking spray 
and then wrap up the 
seasoned veggies and 
chicken. I grill about 20 
minutes on both sides 
on low. I peek in to make 
sure the chicken is done. 
Once chicken is finished, 

I place the crust on 
the grill and grill the 
top side first until it is 
lightly toasted. I flip it 
over, add sour cream 
to the grilled side, and 
add the cooked veggies 
and chicken. I top with 
cheese and grill until the 
crust gets crispy and the 
cheese is melted. The 
crust burns easily so be 
sure to watch it!

Nachos on the Grill
Ingredients
• 2 pounds of ground 

chuck
• 2 packets of taco 

seasoning
• One bag of favorite 

taco chips (We like blue 
corn chips)

• 2 cup bag of 
Shredded Cheddar 
Cheese

• Heavy duty tin foil
• Toppings for nachos 

(shredded lettuce, diced 
tomatoes, sour cream, 
salsa)

Brown and drain 
ground chuck and add 
the taco mix according 
to the package. I make 
a tinfoil boat that fits 
the length of my grill. 
Grilling on low, I place 
the boat on the grate and 
add the taco chips. I let 
the chips toast only for a 
couple of minutes. I then 
sprinkle on the warmed 
taco meat and top the 
meat with cheese. I 
allow this to grill for 
about five minutes and 
then I turn off the grill. 
That way the chips won’t 
burn and the cheese has 
some extra time to melt. 

Top with favorite nacho 
toppings and enjoy.

Our Family Favorite 
Guacamole

Ingredients
• 3 ripe avocados
• 1 Tablespoon finely 

chopped cilantro
• 1/2 of a small red 

onion finely chopped
• 1 can of black beans 

drained and rinsed. 
Add only add half of the 
beans

• 1 bag of frozen corn 
(boil in water and cool) 
Add only half the bag

• 1 lime (add the juice 
from the whole lime)

Peel the avocados and 
place in a bowl. Use a 
fork to lightly mash. 
Add in all of the other 
ingredients and eat with 
taco chips.
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JuLY
July 24: Grazing Work-

shop; hosted by Highland 
Soil & Water Conser-
vation District, ODA, 
USDA, OSU and ODNR 
Division of Wildlife; 
Tuesday, July 24, 2018 6 
p.m. to 9 p.m. Millstone 
Creek Farm 9061 Gra-
bill Rd. Hillsboro, Ohio; 
Covers cool and warm 
season pasture manage-
ment; warm season grass 
pastures establishment; 
and conservation program 
options; Dinner by High-
land County Cattleman 
Association and Union 
Stockyards; Free event; 
RSVP Highland SWCD 
at 937- 393-1922 or pam.
bushelman@oh.nacdnet. 
net.

July 24: Hops Field 
Day, 9-3 p.m. Are you 

interested in growing 
hops or managing a hop 
yard? Field day covers 
pest management, irri-
gation, economics and 
start-up costs, as well as 
packaging and process-
ing. Registration required 
by July 17th. Contact 
Douridas.9@osu.edu or 
937 -484-1526. Cost: $25 
includes lunch.

July 23-26: Hidden Val-
ley Orchards Goat Squad 
Summer Camp; Jul 24, 
9 a.m. – Jul 26, 2 a.m. at 
Hidden Valley Orchards, 
5474 North State Route 
48, Lebanon, OH 45036; 
Hidden Valley Orchards 
is happy to present a 
camp series slated for the 
Summer of 2018. Best 
suited for young farm 
enthusiasts ranging in age 
from 10 to 14. Campers 

will be guided by knowl-
edgeable Hidden Valley 
Orchards farm employees 
and professional teachers. 
Register today at www.
hiddenvalleyorchards.
com/events/hvo-summer-
camps. Topic Focus: HVO 
CAMP HAPPENINGS 
$150 per camper.

AuGuST 
August 3: Dinner 

in the Fields; Hillyard 
Family Farm owned by 
Craig and Becky Straf-
ford, 1081 Bernard Road, 
New Vienna, Clinton 
County; tickets are $35 
in advance until July 20 
and may be purchased by 
leaving a message with 
the Clinton County Lead-
ership Institute office at 
937-382-7120, stopping 
in downtown Wilmington 

at the Cotton Junky Quilt 
Shop or at the Wilming-
ton News Journal office. 
Tickets are also available 
the night of the event for 
$40 each.

August 9: Agricul-
tural Drainage Workshop; 
hosted by The Madison 
Soil & Water Conserva-
tion District; Thursday, 
August 9th, from 9:30 
a.m. – 2:30 p.m. at the 
Procter Conference 
Center, 11235 St. Rt. 38 
SE, London, to provide 
information on drainage 
laws and best manage-
ment practices to reduce 
the effects of flooding, 
poor drainage, and ero-
sion. This is a free event, 
open to anyone with an 
interest in learning more 
about agricultural drain-
age. Lunch will be pro-

vided by Madison Coun-
ty Farm Bureau. Space 
is limited. Please call 
(740) 852-4003 or email 
Brian Hackett at brian.
hackett@oh.nacdnet.net 
by July 26th to reserve a 
seat.

August 10: Harvest 
Party, 6-9 p.m., Choctaw 
Lake Lodge, London. 
Enjoy dinner catered by 
Red Brick Tavern, a cash 
bar, and entertainment 
from comedian Chris 
Bowers. All of the net 
proceeds from the event 
goes to support Exten-
sion programming and 
Madison County Farm 
Bureau scholarships to 
help students achieve 
their education goals. 
Purchase tickets at OSU 
Extension Office or 
online at madisonhar-

vestparty.eventbrite.com 
C0st: $20/person or $150 
table of 8.

SePTeMBeR
Sept. 18-20: Farm 

Science Review, Molly 
Caren Agriculture Center, 
OSU, Madsison County; 
56th annual Farm Sci-
ence Review, the premier 
outdoor agricultural 
education and industry 
trade show. Tickets to the 
event can be purchased 
beginning in July. Tickets 
are $7 online, at OSU 
Extension county offices 
and participating agri-
businesses, and $10 at the 
gate. Children ages 5 and 
under are free. Details on 
event hours, buying tick-
ets online and more are 
on the Review’s website 
at fsr.osu.edu.

AGRiCuLTuRe CALeNDAR Of eVeNTS

By Alayna DeMartini
oSu extension

COLUMBUS — An 
Ohio farmer could lose 
more than half of his or 
her annual net income 
if the threatened 25 
percent tariff is imposed 
on U.S. soybeans and 
corn in China, a study 
from The Ohio State 
University has found.

Researchers with 
the College of Food, 
Agricultural, and 
Environmental Sciences 
(CFAES) have projected 
a 59 percent loss in 
annual net farm income 
based on historical 
trends in yields on 
corn and soybeans 
and projections for 
price drops in both 
commodities.

For the study, the 
researchers compiled 
data from six Ohio corn 

and soybean farms of 
similar size and created 
a representative Ohio 
farm comprised of 
1,100 acres split evenly 
between corn and 
soybeans. They used the 
representative farm to 
determine the financial 
toll a tariff could take on 
an Ohio farm.

Net annual income 
on that representative 
Ohio farm was 
projected to drop from 
$63,577 to $26,107 
under the proposed 
tariff, according to the 
study performed by 
Ben Brown, manager 
of CFAES’s farm 
management program 
and Ian Sheldon an 
agricultural economist, 
who serves as the 
Andersons Chair in 
Agricultural Marketing, 
Trade and Policy in 
CFAES.

Across Ohio, the 
loss of soybean exports 
to China would be an 
estimated $241 million 
annually.

The study is the first to 
show the financial impact 
a 25 percent tariff on 
China’s imports of U.S. 
soybeans and corn could 
have on an Ohio farmer 
and on the entire state.

“There are farmers 
who are struggling across 
the state,” Brown said. 
“If the proposed tariffs 
go into effect, we’re 
going to have farmers 
who will have to exit the 
industry.”

The financial losses 
stem from an expected 
drop in Chinese demand 
for U.S. soybeans and 
corn and in the world 
price for both crops.

“The biggest impact 
will be on profits from 
soybeans, however corn 

is affected too,” Brown 
said.

Soybeans are Ohio’s 
largest crop and the 
state’s top agricultural 
export. In April, China 
announced it would 
impose a 25 percent 
tariff on U.S. soybeans, 
corn and over 100 other 
American products. 
That was in response 
to the tariffs that 
the administration 
proposed on a range of 
Chinese imports valued 
at $50 billion. Other 
international trading 
partners, including 
Canada, the European 
Union, and Mexico have 
recently announced 
retaliatory tariffs in 
response to U.S. tariffs 
on steel and aluminum 
imports as well, that 
could also dip into the 
profits of Ohio farmers.

The losses from 
soybeans sales are 
projected to be far 
greater than for corn. 

Every year, 31 percent 
of the soybeans and 2 
percent of the corn Ohio 
produces are exported to 
China.

China is the largest 
buyer of soybeans in 
the world, and Brazil 
is its top supplier 
with the United States 
being second. If China 
imposes the threatened 
25 percent tariff on U.S. 
soybeans that will drive 
up the price that Chinese 
companies have to pay 
for U.S. soybeans and 
encourage them to buy 
even more soybeans from 
Brazil, Brown said.

“The U.S. remains 
the largest producers of 
soybeans, but it is safe 
to say that Brazil could 
become the number one 
producer of soybeans in 
the world with increased 
demand for their 
products,” said Brown, 
who along with Sheldon 
are in the Department 
of Agricultural, 

Environmental, and 
Development Economics 
within CFAES.

The United States may 
not be able to regain its 
share in selling soybeans 
to China, Sheldon said.

He pointed to how 
the United States lost 
market share for its 
beef beginning in 2003 
following Japan’s ban 
on imports of U.S. beef 
due to cases of mad cow 
disease in the United 
States. Taking advantage 
of the opportunity, 
Australia was able to 
increase its exports of 
beef to Japan, and the 
United States has not 
regained its share in that 
market, Sheldon said.

“Why lose market 
share when you’re 
competing as well as you 
can,” Sheldon said of 
U.S. exports of soybeans 
and the prospect of a 
trade war with China. “It 
doesn’t make a whole lot 
of sense to me.”

Says farmers could lose half their income

OSU tariff study: Ohio soybean growers would be hurt
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A better Farm Bill for all Ohioans
By Sen. Sherrod Brown

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
— The best ideas don’t 
come out of Washington – 
they come out of conver-
sations with Ohioans.

That was on display last 
week as Republicans and 
Democrats came together 
to support provisions I 
worked with Ohio farmers 
and small business own-
ers to include in the 2018 
Farm Bill. We passed 
the bill out of the Senate 
Agriculture Committee 
on a broad bipartisan 
vote, and it may have 
come to the full Senate 
floor by the end of June.

This bill is a big win for 
Ohio. It will provide cer-

tainty for Ohio farmers, 
protect Lake Erie, spur 
economic development 
in rural Ohio, and feed 
hungry children and their 
families.

As we worked on the 
Farm Bill, I held round-
tables and talked with 
farmers and commu-
nity leaders all across our 
state, including talking 
with Ohio Dairy farmers 
in Wooster about how the 
current dairy program 
wasn’t working for them. 
We already worked to 
improve the program in 
the bipartisan budget deal 
this spring, and we built 
on that work by improv-
ing the Agriculture Risk 
Program for Ohio farm-
ers, so that it can better 

target support for small 
and medium-sized pro-
ducers.

We also secured impor-
tant provisions from my 
bipartisan water quality 
improvement bill, the 
Give Our Resources the 
Opportunity to Work – or 
the GROW Act. I worked 
with Republican Senators 
Joni Ernst and Chuck 
Grassley on this bill to 
improve water quality 
and better support Ohio 
farmers by refocusing 
federal investments, 
targeting sensitive land 
to prevent runoff into 
Lake Erie and protect 
water quality – all while 
expanding access to qual-
ity farmland. These pro-
visions will help reduce 

harmful algal blooms, 
and improve soil health 
across Ohio.

We made it a biparti-
san priority to protect 
hungry families. These 
are often working fami-
lies with children, who 
work long hours at low-
wage jobs with paychecks 
that don’t stretch far 
enough to cover high 
rents and groceries.

That’s why I pushed 
back against efforts to 
add unnecessary bureau-
cratic hoops and regula-
tion, and make sure Ohio 
families get the food they 
need to keep kids from 
going hungry.

I also heard from a lot 
of folks about the chal-
lenges of connecting 

farmers who are looking 
to find new markets for 
their products with Ohio 
families eager to buy 
fresh, locally-grown food.

It’s a pretty simple idea 
– why should Ohioans 
buy raspberries from Cal-
ifornia, when they could 
buy them from a farm in 
Knox or Clinton County? 
When we make it easier 
for Ohioans to buy food 
grown or raised in Ohio, 
everyone wins.

That’s why I intro-
duced the bipartisan 
Local FARMs bill with 
Republican Susan Col-
lins, which we included 
in the Farm Bill. That 
provision will provide 
permanent funding to 
help farmers increase 

their profits by selling 
directly to consumers. 
It will create rural jobs, 
and invest in local and 
regional food economies.

At a time when it 
doesn’t seem like much 
bipartisan cooperation 
happens in Washington, 
we worked together 
on the Ag Committee, 
across party lines, and 
produced real results for 
Ohio.

This bill is good for 
farmers, good for fami-
lies, good for taxpayers, 
good for jobs, and good 
for Lake Erie. I’m com-
mitted to working with 
my colleagues of both 
parties to get this bill 
across the finish line and 
signed into law this year.

ohio department of agriculture 
news release

REYNOLDSBURG – 
The Ohio Department 
of Agriculture (ODA) 
announced in June 
approval for local spon-
sors to purchase agricul-
tural easements on 51 
family farms representing 
6,107 acres in 22 coun-
ties.

Local sponsoring orga-
nizations, which include 

land trusts, counties 
and local Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts, 
receive funding from the 
Clean Ohio Fund to man-
age the Local Agricul-
tural Easement Purchase 
Program. The easement 
ensures farms remain per-
manently in agricultural 
production. The program 
supports the state’s larg-
est industry, food and 
agriculture.

To be eligible for the 

program, farms must 
be larger than 40 acres 
or next to a preserved 
farm, actively engaged 
in farming, participate in 
the Current Agricultural 
Use Valuation program, 
demonstrate good stew-
ardship of the land, have 
support from local gov-
ernment and not be in 
close proximity to devel-
opment. Landowners may 
use the proceeds of the 
easement in any way they 

wish, but most reinvest it 
in their farm operation.

Communities wishing 
to participate next year 
can apply to be Certified 
Local Sponsors between 
Aug. 21 and Oct. 12. 
Certified Local Sponsors 
assist landowners inter-
ested in selling easements 
with the application pro-
cess, easement closing 
and monitoring, and are 
ODA’s valued partners 
in carrying out the Ohio 

Farmland Preservation 
program.

Funding for the state’s 
farmland preservation 
efforts is derived from 
the Clean Ohio Conserva-
tion Fund, approved by 
voters in 2008, and used 
to purchase agricultural 
easements from willing 
sellers through a competi-
tive process. From 2002 
to 2017, 340 family farms 
in 58 counties have col-
lectively preserved 59,165 

acres in agricultural 
production. Permanent 
easements preserved 
under related programs 
bring the total acres cur-
rently preserved in Ohio 
to 69,514.

For more information 
visit: [agri.ohio.gov/wps/
portal/gov/oda/programs/
farmland-preservation-
office.]agri.ohio.gov/wps/
portal/gov/oda/programs/
farmland-preservation-
office.

ODA announces 2018 local agricultural easements approved for purchase

ohio farm Bureau news release

COLUMBUS – Protect-
ing landowners from 
punitive state eminent 
domain laws is the goal 
of an Ohio Farm Bureau 
legal brief recently sub-
mitted to the Supreme 
Court of the United 
States.

Ohio is one of only 
three states in which 
landowners are forced to 
endure a multiple step 
legal process with excep-
tionally difficult stan-
dards that results in bur-

densome legal expenses 
for both the landowner 
and taxpayers. Supreme 
Court precedent cur-
rently prohibits Ohioans 
from appealing to federal 
court to address govern-
ment property takings.

Ohio Farm Bureau’s 
brief seeks to overturn 
precedent and gain 
landowners the option 
to appeal directly to a 
federal court. This is the 
first time in the nearly 
100 year history of Ohio 
Farm Bureau that the 
organization has par-

ticipated in a case before 
the Supreme Court of 
the United States.

“Engaging in a case 
before the Supreme 
Court was not a deci-
sion we took lightly,” 
said Adam Sharp, Ohio 
Farm Bureau executive 
vice president. “Ohio 
landowners deserve fair 
treatment when the state 
decides to take private 
property. We hope our 
participation results in a 
ruling favorable to Ohio-
ans and property owners 
across the nation.” He 

added that protecting 
private property rights is 
a priority issue for Farm 
Bureau.

An example of why 
Ohioans need relief from 
current law dates to 
1997, when the State of 
Ohio expanded the spill-
way of Grand Lake St. 
Marys in Mercer County. 
The state refused to 
compensate 80 landown-
ers who were subjected 
to frequent and severe 
flooding from the spill-
way expansion. The 
state employed numer-

ous tactics to delay land-
owners from receiving 
their constitutionally 
required compensation. 
Eventually the state was 
ordered to fairly pay 
the landowners, but the 
process took nearly 10 
years before payments 
were made. This drawn 
out process created 
massive legal fees for 
the landowners and was 
unnecessarily expensive 
for Ohio taxpayers.

Ohio Farm Bureau 
Federation engaged the 
law firm Vorys, Sater, 

Seymour and Pease to 
prepare the amicus brief. 
The firm has a long-term 
relationship with Ohio 
Farm Bureau and has 
extensive experience 
with the workings of the 
nation’s highest court. 
The brief was submitted 
in the Knick v. Township 
of Scott, Pa. case.

Oral arguments before 
the Supreme Court are 
expected sometime in 
the session beginning 
in October with a ruling 
expected by next sum-
mer.

OFB defends property rights in brief to U.S. Supreme Court

oeffa news release

Columbus — The Ohio 
Ecological Food and Farm 
Association (OEFFA) has 
announced that $285,000 
is available through the 
National Organic Cer-
tification Cost-Share 
Program to make organic 
certification more afford-
able for organic producers 
and handlers in Ohio.

This funding covers as 

much as 75 percent of 
an individual applicant’s 
certification costs, up 
to a maximum of $750 
annually per certification 
scope. Four scopes of 
certification are eligible 
for reimbursement: crops, 
wild crops, livestock, and 
handler.

Retail sales of organic 
products grew to nearly 
$50 billion in the United 
States in 2017, an 

increase of 6.4 percent 
from the previous year, 
and six times faster than 
the overall food market, 
according to the Organic 
Trade Association. Since 
2011, the Ohio Depart-
ment of Agriculture has 
partnered with OEFFA 
to administer Ohio’s cost-
share program.

“Ohio is a national 
leader in the number of 
organic farms and top 10 

in terms of the value of 
organic milk, eggs, and 
spelt produced in the 
state,” said Carol Goland, 
executive director of 
OEFFA. Not all of the 
nearly 1,000 Ohio organic 
operations fully utilize the 
cost-share program. “We 
encourage more organic 
businesses to take advan-
tage of this opportunity, 
which can help make 
becoming — or staying 
— certified more afford-
able,” said Goland.

Reimbursable costs 

include application fees, 
certification fees, travel 
costs for inspectors, user 
fees, sales assessments, 
and postage.

The program is cur-
rently reimbursing for 
expenses paid between 
Oct. 1, 2017 and Sept. 
30, this year. Applica-
tions for reimbursement 
must be postmarked 
by Nov. 15, although 
requests are processed 
monthly. County Farm 
Service Agency offices 
also accept and process 

requests for cost-share 
reimbursements.

Organic farmers and 
processors in Ohio can 
access the reimbursement 
application from OEFFA’s 
website at www.certifica-
tion.oeffa.org/costshare 
or by calling (614) 262-
2022.

Certified organic pro-
ducers and handlers out-
side of Ohio can find the 
contact information for 
their administrating agen-
cies at www.ams.usda.
gov/NOPCostSharing.

OEFFA announces reimbursement for certification
Organic an even better deal for farmers and processors
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ohio State news release

COLUMBUS – Have 
a child who might enjoy 
snorkeling Lake Erie ship-
wrecks? Maybe your kid 
is fascinated by space and 
aerodynamics? Does your 
youngster want to spend 
time honing leadership 
skills?

The College of Food, 
Agricultural, and Environ-
mental Sciences at The 
Ohio State University 
(CFAES) has got a camp 
for all of that — and 
much more.

Thousands of youths 
across the state will 
participate in Ohio 4-H 
camps that are now or 
will soon be in session. 
Ohio 4-H, the youth 
development program 
of Ohio State University 
Extension, which is the 
outreach arm of CFAES, 
offers or sponsors the 
camps in all 88 of Ohio’s 

counties, said Hannah 
Epley, an OSU Extension 
4-H camping specialist.

Last year, 17,213 youth 
participated in 4-H youth 
camping programs, Epley 
said. That includes 2,798 
teen counselors, she said. 
Of those campers, 12,612 
youths participated in 
overnight camps, while 
4,601 participated in day 
camps.

“The Ohio 4-H program 
offers camp options for 
youths to assist develop-
ing their self esteem and 
to provide an opportunity 
for individuals to develop 
responsibility away from 
home and parents or 
guardians,” Epley said. 
“The camps also assist in 
developing leadership and 
other skills.”

In addition to the 
camps offered in each 
county, Ohio 4-H offers 
several statewide special-

ty camps, including:
-4-H Space Adventure 

Camp: a three-day camp 
that introduces 5th-7th 
graders to the world of 
flight and science through 
building and testing fly-
ing machines, conducting 
computer flight simula-
tions, learning about 
the principles of aerody-
namics and gaining an 
overview of the develop-
ment of the space flight 
program.

-Ohio Military Kids 
Camps: A multi-day 
camp that is designed to 
help Ohio’s military kids 
become more resilient 
and prepared to manage 
the stresses of growing 
up in a military family. 
Interacting and making 
friends with others who 
are going through the 
same experience helps 
build confidence, leader-
ship skills and a sense of 

community.
-Sea Camp: a five-day 

camp held on Kelley’s 
Island on Lake Erie for 
teens ages 13-18. The 
camp is designed to teach 
kids about the science of 
the lake, marine-related 
skills and the history and 
recreational uses of Lake 
Erie.

-Leadership Camp: a 
five-day camp for teens 
ages 15-18 that focuses on 
the development of peer 
leadership skills designed 
to enable participants to 
have an impact in their 
home 4-H club, county, 
community or school.

-Special Needs Camp: 
a three-day camp that 
features adapted activities 
including environmental 
science, crafts, music 
therapy, aquatic skills and 
horseback riding.

-4-H Camp Tech: a 
three-day, two-night 

camp, located on the 
Columbus campus of 
Ohio State, that intro-
duces 6th-8th-graders 
to a variety of activities 
including coding, robot-
ics, engineering design 
and electricity.

The camps are open to 
all kids statewide – you 
don’t have to be a mem-
ber of 4-H, said Sally 
McClaskey, Ohio 4-H’s 
education and marketing 
program manager.

McClaskey operates 
the Camp Tech, which 
is hosted at Ohio State’s 
Nationwide and Ohio 
Farm Bureau 4-H Center, 
2201 Fred Taylor Drive, 
and is a part of the sci-
ence, technology, engi-
neering, and math offer-
ings by OSU Extension’s 
Ohio 4-H program. The 
campers also get to spend 
the night in OSU dormi-
tories as part of the camp, 

in order to give them a 
campus experience, she 
said.

“In addition to meeting 
new people and learning 
new things, the camps 
that are held on Ohio 
State’s campus introduce 
the kids to a college 
experience that may make 
them want to attend 
Ohio State in the future,” 
McClaskey said. “Sum-
mer and 4-H camp really 
just go together.

“It’s a nice spectrum of 
opportunities for kids to 
engage in during the sum-
mer, and it’s something 
that kids really look for-
ward to.”

The cost for each camp 
varies and there may be 
opportunities for scholar-
ships depending on the 
camp. More information 
on Ohio 4-H camps can 
be found at ohio4h.org/
search/node/camps.

Ohio 4-H offers summer camps that meet many needs, interests

Submitted story

URBANA — Freshwater 
Farms of Ohio – home of 
the popular Ohio Fish and 
Shrimp Festival – kicked off a 
new way for area residents to 
socialize over good food and 
live music out in the country.

The farm’s Summer 
Concert Series, which started 
June 22 and 23, featured live 
music on the farm’s outdoor 
stage, family activities, dining 
and an outdoor bar. The farm 
is located at 2624 N. U.S. 68, 
a mile north of Urbana.

A special feature each 
Friday night of the concert 
series is a five-course food 
tasting presented by Chef Gretchen Bonasera of The 

FoodSmith Catering, along 

with wine and beer tastings. 
The $15 fee for the tastings 
covers the $5 general 
admission. Reservations are 
encouraged for the tastings 
(937-652-3701).

Musical entertainment for 
the Summer Fun Kick-off of 
the series included:

-Friday, June 22 – Troubled 
Waters, a Dayton-based blues/
jazz/funk band led by father-
and-son duo, Jack and Joe 
Waters

-Saturday, June 23 – Scott 
Houchens and Dana Farley, 
performing classic and 
contemporary songs as 
Reform School Reunion

Both nights meals were 
available for purchase, 

including farm favorites, such 
as fish and chips and shrimp, 
and non-seafood items. The 
farm’s critter exhibits and 
sturgeon petting zoo was 
open, and families enjoyed 
outdoor activities. 

Upcoming concert series 
dates:

-Firefly Weekend, July 20 
and 21;

-Dawg Days Weekend, 
August 17 and 18; and

-Halloween Bash, October 
19 and 20

Visit fwfarms.com/concert-
series/ for more information. 
Freshwater Farm’s 17th 
Annual Ohio Fish and 
Shrimp Festival will be held 
September 21-23 (fwfarms.

com/festival/).
“With the Summer Concert 

Series, we want to provide 
local families opportunities 
to socialize with each other 
over good food, a fun evening 
on the farm and music 
performed by talented local 
bands,” said Dr. Dave Smith, 
president of Freshwater 
Farms of Ohio.

“The Fish and Shrimp 
Festival draws mostly people 
from outside Champaign 
County, but with the concert 
series we hope to appeal to 
local residents, as we have for 
the past several years with 
food, wine and beer tastings 
we’ve hosted in our indoor 
farm market,” said Smith.

Freshwater Farms launches Outdoor Concert Series

ohio farm Bureau news release

COLUMBUS – Ohio 
Farm Bureau Founda-
tion recently awarded 
$34,000 in scholarships 
to students across the 
state. The foundation 
annually recognizes 
Ohio students for their 
academic effort, com-
munity engagement and 
career interests that link 
agriculture to commu-
nity service, education 
or scientific research.

Cindy Hollingshead 
Scholarship: 

Recipients are Sarah 
Lehner of Delaware 
County; Meredith Ogles-
by of Highland County; 
Katie Frost of Fayette 
County; Todd Peter-
son of Fayette County; 
Louisa Pullins of Wood 
County; Sumedha Kap-
pagantula of Butler 

County; Kady Davis of 
Carroll County; Kait-
lyn Evans of Richland 
County and Danielle 
Leeper of Union County. 
This fund honors Cyn-
thia Anne (Cindy) Hol-
lingshead for her 39 
years of service as Ohio 
Farm Bureau’s execu-
tive secretary, as well as 
a lifetime of volunteer 
commitment to local 
government and commu-
nity service activities. 
Financial assistance goes 
to students who are pur-
suing careers focused on 
agriculture, community 
service and association 
leadership.

Darwin Bryan Scholarship: 
Recipients are Kristen 

Eisenhauer of Richland 
County; Katie Frost of 
Fayette County; Mela-
nie Fuhrmann of Scioto 
County; Sarah Lehner 

of Delaware County and 
Todd Peterson of Fay-
ette County. This fund 
was established in 1985 
in honor of Darwin R. 
Bryan whose enthusias-
tic leadership during his 
37 years of service to 
Ohio Farm Bureau has 
been an inspiration to 
rural youth throughout 
Ohio. The fund assists 
students who have been 
active in Farm Bureau’s 
youth program and/or 
whose parents are Farm 
Bureau members.

Jack fisher Scholarship: 
Recipients are Cora 

Dorman of Licking 
County; Kady Davis of 
Carroll County; Mary 
Baker of Wayne County; 
Garrett Stanfield of 
Adams County; Todd 
Peterson of Fayette 
County; Meredith Ogles-
by of Highland County; 

Savannah Ireland of 
Jackson County; Kayla 
Walls of Mercer County; 
Abigail Durheim of 
Delaware County, and 
Sarah Lehner of Dela-
ware County. This fund 
is named after John 
C. “Jack” Fisher, Ohio 
Farm Bureau’s execu-
tive vice president for 
20 years. His vision for 
this scholarship is to 
enable people to acquire 
the necessary tools for a 
more fulfilling life.

Kenny walter Scholarship 
fund: 

Kady Davis of Carroll 
County and Cora 
Dorman of Licking 
County received this 
award, which honors 
Kenny Walter, a long-
time Farm Bureau staff 
member, leader and 
advocate for rural Ohio. 
The fund provides 

scholarships to students 
pursuing post-secondary 
education in agriculture 
who come from the 29 
northeastern counties 
Walter served as a 
regional supervisor and 
organization director.

Ohio farm Bureau 
foundation Scholar Award: 

Receiving this award 
are Clare Sollars of 
Fayette County; Todd 
Peterson of Fayette 
County; Garrett 
Stanfield of Adams 
County and Meredith 
Oglesby of Highland 
County. This award 
recognizes students 
for academic effort, 
community service and 
career interests that use 
agriculture to enhance 
the partnership between 
producers and consumers 
in rural, suburban and/or 
urban settings.

women’s Leadership in 
Agriculture Scholarship: 

Receiving the scholar-
ship are Sarah Lehner 
of Delaware County; 
Melanie Fuhrmann of 
Scioto County; Katie 
Frost of Fayette County; 
Meredith Oglesby of 
Highland County; Holly 
Schmenk of Putnam 
County; Olivia Blay of 
Portage County and 
Courtney Heiser of 
Seneca County. This 
scholarship is for stu-
dents who have chosen a 
career path that benefits 
agricultural or communi-
ty development such as 
food production, scien-
tific research, education/
outreach or leadership 
development. The pro-
gramwas established by 
an endowment from the 
Charlotte R. Schmidlapp 
Fund, FifthThird Bank, 
Trustee.

OFB Foundation awards $34,000 in scholarships



 Rural Life Today – Central ohio – July 2018        9

By Ryan Carter
rcarter@aimmediamidwest.com

FAYETTE COUNTY 
— In the initial stages of 
an investigation into the 
June 19 hog farm facility 
fire in Wayne Township 
that killed approximately 
5,000 swine, authorities 
said June 20 they do not 
suspect foul play, the ori-
gin of the fire was likely 
the utility room, and the 
cause is still undeter-
mined.

“Right now, everything 
is still under investigation 
and undetermined at this 
point,” said Kelly Stincer, 
public information officer 
with the State Fire Mar-
shal’s Office. “However, 
our investigators can say 
that they do not suspect 
any foul play involved in 
this.”

Stincer said investiga-
tors would be returning 
soon to the scene, located 
at 7111 Old Route 35 
Southeast. The Straathof 
Swine Farm facility was 
completely destroyed, 
authorities said.

Although the fire was 
under control shortly 
after 6 p.m. June 19, 
steam and smoke will be 
emanating from the rub-
ble for some time, accord-
ing to the Wayne Town-
ship Fire Department.

Throughout the day, 
firefighters from five 
counties battled the blaze, 
which was reported to the 
Fayette County Sheriff’s 
Office at 1:08 p.m. All 
units were cleared from 
the scene at 9:47 p.m.

The first crew to 
arrive at the scene con-
sisted of four individuals 
from the Washington 
C.H. Fire Department, 
including fire chief Tom 
Youtz. Youtz suffered a 
hand injury as the crew 
approached the smoke 
and fire coming from 
the center of the facility, 
which was described as 
the utility room.

“My hand was pinched 
in a kink in the hose when 
they hit the pressure on 
the hose,” Youtz said 
June 20. “I just didn’t get 
my hand out of the way 
in time. It felt like it was 
broken, but at the hospital 
they said they didn’t think 
it was. It’s very swollen, 
but I’m going to be fine.”

Fayette County Sheriff’s 
Office Chief Deputy Andy 
Bivens drove Youtz to 
Fayette County Memorial 
Hospital for treatment 
June 19.

Youtz added, “The 
panel boxes and the 
power come into that 
[utility] room. All indica-
tions were by the time we 
arrived was that’s where 

it started. Now why it 
started I have no idea. 
The State Fire Marshal’s 
Office will make that 
determination.”

Along with the Wash-
ington and Wayne Town-
ship fire departments, 
firefighters and resources 
were requested June 19 
from the Concord-Greene, 
Bloomingburg-Paint-
Marion, Jefferson Town-
ship and Pic-A-Fay fire 
departments. As the fire 
continued to intensify, 
additional fire agencies 
and resources from High-
land, Ross, Pickaway and 
Greene counties were 
requested to respond 
and assist with battling 
the fire and providing 
water tankers. The Fay-
ette County Emergency 
Management Agency and 
Fayette County EMS also 
responded to the scene.

In November 2011, the 
Straathof Swine Farm was 
granted a permit by the 
Ohio Department of Agri-
culture (ODA) to expand 
to a maximum capacity 
of 5,760 head of swine, 
according to documents 
provided by the ODA.

“The farm operated 
before that time under-
neath our permitting 
threshold so I don’t know 
specifically when it was 
built,” said Mark Bruce, 
ODA communications 
director. “They had a 
farm with less than 2,500 
hogs prior to that time so 
they did not have to get a 
permit. When they want-

ed to grow to that 5,760 
size, they had to get the 
permit and that permit 
was ultimately signed off 
on in November of 2011.”

A Permit to Operate 
(PTO) is issued by the 
Ohio Director of Agri-
culture to producers that 
wish to operate a “Con-
centrated Animal Feeding 
Facility (CAFF)” in Ohio, 
according to the ODA 
website. Its purpose is to 
help assure the proposed 
facility has developed 
appropriate best manage-
ment plans in the areas 
of manure management, 
insect and rodent control, 
animal mortality and 
emergency response.

For construction or 
expansion of a CAFF, a 
producer must submit a 
Permit to Install and a 
Permit to Operate at the 
same time. Both permits 
were issued to Straathof 
Swine by the ODA. The 
person listed as the owner 
of the facility is Nico 
Straathof, of Washington 
C.H.

“There are basically 
two kinds of farms in 
Ohio and there are those 
farms that have to get 
permitted through the 
Division of Livestock 
Environmental Permit-
ting because they meet a 
certain number,” Bruce 
said. “So if you have 
2,500 hogs at one site, 
you need to get a permit. 
Obviously this farm was 
well above that so this 
was a permitted facility. 

Permitted facilities have 
a very long list of things 
they must do and must 
comply with. They have 
regular inspections and 
there are a lot of different 
parts to them. A facility 
of this size undergoes a 
thorough review before 
it’s built and then has 
regular inspections once 
it’s built.”

The last inspection 
that occurred at Straathof 
Swine was April 4. Bruce 
said the facility has not 
had any violations.

The next step for ODA 
is to ensure that envi-
ronmental compliance is 
maintained during the 
clean-up of the facility.

“Once we are able to 
get in there, that means 
ensuring that remaining 
carcasses are disposed 
of in an environmental 
manner, as well as the 
proper disposal of the 
manure that is at the facil-
ity currently,” said Bruce. 
“Our guys are not on the 
grounds yet. Someone 
from our department will 
be on the grounds in the 
next couple of days to 
hopefully get in there and 
take a look.”

Also on June 20, many 
agencies, organizations 
and individuals expressed 
their sadness for both the 
hogs and those associ-
ated with the Straathof 
Swine farm. The Fayette 
Humane Society released 
the following statement 
to the Record-Herald:

“We are deeply sad-

dened to hear that 5,000 
pigs were killed by fire 
in a confinement facil-
ity in Fayette County 
on Tuesday. As long as 
pigs are packed into such 
facilities in large numbers 
with little thought to 
their emergency evacua-
tion, these disasters will 
continue to happen. Was 
there a fire detector? 
Were there functioning 
sprinklers? We don’t 
know the answer to this, 
but we hope that this will 
be a wakeup call to both 
those who raise pigs in 
these type of facilities 
and those who regulate 
agricultural operations. 
Pigs, who are friendly and 
intelligent, must never 
be allowed to be confined 
in a way where they may 
suffer and die under such 
gruesome circumstances.”

On Facebook, the 
Wayne Township Fire 
Department thanked all of 
the first responders who 
came to the scene.

“Everyone did a phe-
nomenal job assisting and 
doing what we all do best 
during a time of chaos,” 
reads the post. “We 
appreciated your response 
to our request and your 
professionalism on the 
scene, which made it for 
operations to be smooth 
and safe.”

Previous AiM Media news 
network article

Five thousand head of 
swine were killed June 19 
in a fire that completely 
destroyed a hog farm near 

Good Hope in Fayette 
County, authorities said.

The cause of the fire, 
which occurred at the 
Straathof Swine Farm 
on Old U.S. Route 35, 
was undetermined Tues-
day (June 19) evening, 
according to a news 
release from the Fayette 
CountySheriff’s Office.

“The fire spread quickly 
throughout the facility 
causing intense heat and 
extremely heavy smoke, 
making it difficult for fire 
personnel to battle the 
interior of the fire,” the 
release said.

One member of the 
fire service sustained an 
arm injury at the scene, 
according to the release. 
He was transported to 
Fayette County Memo-
rial Hospital, treated and 
released.

Firefighters were still 
trying to extinguish the 
fire as of 6:15 p.m. Tues-
day, June 19. Most of the 
afternoon June 19, smoke 
billowing from the area 
could be seen for miles.

Initially, members of 
the Wayne Township Fire 
Department were dis-
patched to the scene, the 
release said.

As additional informa-
tion was received that it 
was a working structure 
fire, firefighters and 
resources were requested 
from the Washington 
Court House Fire Depart-
ment, Concord-Greene 
Fire Department, Bloom-

Swine farm fire investigation begins
No foul play suspected, 
cause undetermined

An investigation began wednesday, June 20, into this June 19 
fire at Straathof Swine farm in wayne Township. The massive 
fire destroyed the facility and killed approximately 5,000 hogs, 
according to authorities.

Smoke could be seen for miles throughout the afternoon, June 19.

fayette County Sheriff’s Office deputies also responded to the 
scene to assist firefighters in keeping control of the area.

Ryan Carter | Record-Herald photos
firefighters were called in from Highland, Ross, Pickaway and Greene counties to assist in battling the 
massive fire.
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Plant chemical could check mosquitoes
WOOSTER — 

Scientists at The Ohio 
State University have 
successfully tested a 
new chemical to control 
mosquitoes, including 
the ones that spread 
Zika, and it comes from 
a traditional medicinal 
plant found only in 
Madagascar.

Peter Piermarini and 
Liva Rakotondraibe 
said a bark extract from 
Cinnamosma fragrans, 
a small tree commonly 
called mandravasarotra, 
made the mosquitoes in 
their study buzz off. It 
repelled the flying adults 
from a distance, which 
kept them from landing 
and feeding on blood. 
And it killed the larvae 
and adults upon contact.

“What’s exciting 
is that it’s a natural 
product,” said 
Piermarini, an associate 
professor of entomology 
in Ohio State’s College 
of Food, Agricultural, 
and Environmental 
Sciences (CFAES). 
“We’re taking advantage 
of something plants have 
been doing for millions 
of years” — evolving 
chemicals to defend 
themselves from insects 
— “to hopefully get a leg 
up on mosquitoes.”

In recent years, public 
health agencies have 
been scrambling for 
new ways to fight the 
biters. That’s partly 
because more and more 
mosquitoes have become 
resistant to common 
insecticides, and partly 
because of the spread 
of mosquito-borne 
diseases, Zika being one 
of them.

The U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and 
Prevention reported in 
May that illnesses from 
infected mosquito, tick 
and flea bites tripled in 
the United States during 
the 13 years from 2004 
to 2016, with more than 
640,000 total cases 

reported.
The Ohio State 

scientists said the new 
chemical isn’t ready 
to be turned into a 
commercial product 
just yet, but has lots of 
potential to become one.

Repels, kills mosquitoes 
(including resistant ones)

Of note, they said 
the chemical works 
equally well on normal 
mosquitoes and on 
mosquitoes that are 
resistant to common 
insecticides. So as 
an added weapon in 
a mosquito-fighting 
arsenal, it could slow 
the development of 
resistance to other 
insecticides.

“It appears to 
act through a novel 
mechanism that 
conventional insecticides 
currently don’t exploit,” 
Piermarini said.

Mandravasarotra is 
one of the more than 
12,000 plant species 
found in Madagascar, 
of which 8 out of 10 
are endemic: they don’t 
grow naturally anywhere 
else. Parts of the tree 
have long been used 
in folk medicine in 
the country, and more 
recently, as a source 
of essential oil for 
aromatherapy.

“It’s very fragrant,” 
Piermarini said, showing 

a piece of the bark. “It 
has a black pepper-like 
scent.”

Piermarini is an 
expert on the biology 
of mosquitoes. Based 
at CFAES’s Wooster 
campus, his work 
includes developing 
new insecticides and 
repellents.

finding, tapping into plants 
that help people 

Rakotondraibe is an 
assistant professor in 
Ohio State’s College of 
Pharmacy in Columbus, 
where he focuses on 
medicinal chemistry and 
pharmacognosy (the 
study of medicines from 
natural sources).

Originally from 
Madagascar, 
Rakotondraibe has 
a special interest in 
the country’s diverse 
medicinal plants, 
mandravasarotra 
included, and when 
he came to Ohio State 
in 2013, he brought 
with him some of the 
compounds that he had 
isolated from those 
plants. He’s testing the 
compounds for treating 
diseases including 
malaria and cancer.

A mutual colleague, 
who knew of 
Piermarini’s and 
Rakotondraibe’s research 
interests, suggested the 
two team up.

Successfully tested on 
Zika’s main carrier 

For their study, 
the scientists tested 
the mandravasarotra 
bark extract on Aedes 
aegypti, one of the most 
widespread mosquito 
species globally and the 
primary carrier of the 
Zika, dengue, yellow 
fever and chikungunya 
viruses. All four viruses 
are spreading in the 
United States and in 
other parts of the world, 
possibly due to climate 
change, and can cause 
serious diseases in 
humans.

Through their 
research, the 
scientists found that 
mandravasarotra bark 
contains a chemical 
called cinnamodial, 
and that’s what affected 
the mosquitoes. 
Cinnamodial is a 
sesquiterpene, a group 
of plant chemicals 
common in resins and in 
essential oils.

The scientists 
further discovered that 
cinnamodial activates a 
type of sensory receptor 
in the mosquito called 
TRPA1. Located in 
nerve cells on the 
antennae and mouth 
parts, TRPA1 receptors 
help mosquitoes detect 
heat and dangerous 
chemicals in their 
environments — things 
that could damage their 
genes or their bodies, 
things they should try to 
avoid.

Like eating a ‘spoonful of 
wasabi’ 

Piermarini said 
cinnamodial is “probably 
quite irritating to the 
mosquito,” which is 
likely why it’s repellent. 
He said a similar 
receptor in humans 
detects spicy foods.

“You can envision 
what a mosquito must 
be experiencing (from 
cinnamodial) if you 

think about putting a big 
spoonful of wasabi in 
your mouth, and having 
a reaction that intense,” 
Piermarini said. “You 
can get a sense of why 
they don’t like it.”

It’s less clear, though, 
why mosquitoes die 
from cinnamodial, 
at least after having 
direct contact with it. 
Piermarini said his best 
guess is that it’s due to 
an aldehyde, one of the 
molecules that make up 
the compound.

“Aldehydes tend to be 
fairly noxious chemicals 
that can cause a lot of 
damage to cells and 
DNA,” Piermarini said. 
He thinks the compound 
does exactly that, to 
the point it kills the 
mosquito.

In some of their tests, 
the scientists sprayed 
the bark extract on 
adult mosquitoes. In 
other tests, they added 
it to the water of the 
swimming larvae.

Mosquitoes want to avoid it 
In both cases, 

Piermarini said, the 
mosquitoes’ TRPA1 
receptors “couldn’t do 
them any good because 
they couldn’t avoid 
the chemical, and it 
ended up killing them, 
unfortunately for them.”

But it was good news 
for the scientists.

The findings 
mean “we’ve got a 
compound that shows 
good activity,” a 
strong candidate for 
further development, 
Rakotondraibe said. 
“That’s exciting.”

Next, Rakotondraibe 
will begin to try to 
improve the compound, 
tweaking it at a 
molecular level to make 
it more stable and 
potent.

He’ll try to isolate 
other new chemicals 
from mandravasarotra 
bark, too, and if he 

succeeds, Piermarini will 
test them in a similar 
fashion to see their 
effects on mosquitoes.

Together, the 
scientists will simply 
try to better understand 
what the chemicals do 
to mosquitoes: What 
makes them toxic and 
repellent?

Adding to the arsenal 
“Ultimately, if you want 

to control mosquitoes, 
you need to have a really 
comprehensive toolbox,” 
Piermarini said. “You 
don’t want to be limited 
to just one tool, because 
they’re going to be 
evolving resistance to it.

“So the more tools 
we develop, the less we 
have to rely on a single 
one, and that can slow 
down the evolution of 
resistance because you’re 
attacking the problem 
with multiple strategies 
instead of relying on a 
silver bullet where you 
put a lot of pressure for 
resistance to evolve.”

…
The study appeared 

in the journal PLOS 
Neglected Tropical 
Diseases.

Researchers on the 
study also included 
Edna Alfaro Inocente, 
Marguerite Shaya and 
Nuris Acosta, all of 
CFAES’s Department of 
Entomology.

The study was 
funded by the National 
Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases, 
part of the National 
Institutes of Health; 
Ohio State’s Public 
Health Preparedness 
for Infectious Diseases 
Program; the SEEDS 
competitive grants 
program of CFAES’s Ohio 
Agricultural Research 
and Development 
Center (OARDC); and 
state and federal funds 
appropriated to OARDC.

Writer(s):
Kurt Knebusch

College of Pharmacy
Mosquitoes could be checked by plant chemical. 

ohio farm Bureau federation news 
release

COLUMBUS – The 
Ohio Farm Bureau Foun-
dation recently awarded 
$21,500 in grants to eight 
organizations of which 
five were county Farm 
Bureaus. The foundation’s 
Action & Awareness 
grants, which ranged 
from $1,500 to $3,000, 
focus on four core areas: 
economic development, 
education, environment 
and the human-animal 
bond. The grants support 
efforts to promote and 
improve Ohio’s agricul-

tural industry as well as 
local communities.

Grant recipients and 
projects:

Ashland County Farm 
Bureau to support a 
grain bin safety training 
site that is planned to be 
built at the Wayne County 
Regional Training Facility 
in Apple Creek.

Harrison County 
Farm Bureau for its FFA 
Career Day and Family 
Chicken BBQ in conjunc-
tion with Harrison Cen-
tral FFA. The event will 
educate young people 
about the wide range of 
career opportunities in 

the agricultural industry 
as well as the projected 
shortage of qualified ag 
employees.

Highland Youth Gar-
den to provide funding 
for a gardener/educator to 
support the educational 
programs at the inner city 
Columbus garden.

Muskingum County 
Farm Bureau for its 
Farm City Day, which 
will educate youths and 
nonfarming families 
about today’s agricultural 
industry.

Pike County Farm 
Bureau to support its 
Grain Bin Safety and Edu-

cational Training Event 
for first responders and 
fire departments in the 
county. The county Farm 
Bureau also plans to pur-
chase a grain bin safety 
tube for the community. 

Sunbury Urban Farm 
in central Ohio for its 
Farm Day Camp where 
children spend the sum-
mer planting, caring for, 
harvesting and cooking 
the vegetables grown in a 
garden.

Together We Grow 
Inc. in Newark to support 
the purchase of mecha-
nized farm equipment 
to help the organization 

more efficiently run its 
growing community gar-
den programs.

Wayne County Farm 
Bureau to support a 
promotional video of the 
Wayne County Farm Tour 
that will be shown at the 
county fair and through 
social media.

Ohio Farm Bureau 
Foundation is a 501 (c) 
(3) nonprofit, public, 
charitable organization 
registered in Ohio. Since 
1985, the foundation has 
provided funding across 
the state for both small 
and large projects, includ-
ing the Nationwide & 

Ohio Farm Bureau 4-H 
Center on the Ohio State 
University campus. It also 
endowed Ohio State’s C. 
William Swank Chair for 
Agricultural Economics 
and Rural Development.

The next application 
cycle for an Action & 
Awareness Grant is July 1 
to Oct. 2. Grants may be 
used for general support, 
startup funding for new 
organizations, program 
expansion or capital for 
equipment necessary 
to implement eligible 
programs. Learn more 
at ofbf.org/foundation/
aagrants/.

Ohio Farm Bureau Foundation grants support local initiatives
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ingburg-Paint-Marion Fire Department, Jefferson 
Township Fire Department and Pic-A-Fay Fire 
Department.

As the fire continued to intensify, additional 
fire agencies and resources from Highland, Ross, 
Pickaway and Greene counties were requested to 
respond and assist with battling thefire and provid-
ing water tankers. The Fayette County Emergency 
Management Agency and Fayette County EMS also 
responded to the scene.

Paint Creek Joint EMS/Fire District Public Infor-
mation Officer Branden Jackman said the district 
sent a tanker and manpower to help fight the fire. 
Jackman said he had no furtherinformation.

Agents from the Ohio State Fire Marshal’s Office 
were responding to the scene to investigate June 
19, the release said.

The fire was reported shortly after 1 p.m. Tues-
day, June 19.

Reach Ryan Carter at 740-313-0352 or on Twitter @rywica

from page 9

fire

County Fair season is 
heating up across Ohio 
in July. The following 
are the county fair dates 
reported by the Ohio 
Department of Agri-
culturefor the 2018 fair 
season, which includes 
Ohio’s 94 county and 
independent fairs and the 
Ohio State Fair.

The Paulding County 
Fair kicked off the 2018 
fair season on June 11, 
and the season will wrap 
up on Oct. 13 with the 
Fairfield County Fair.

The following is a list 
of fairs around the state.

week of July 8
July 5-14 — Madison 

County (London)
July 8-14 — Adams 

County Fair (West Union)
July 8-14 — Logan 

County Fair (Bellefon-
taine), harness racing

July 8-15 — Trumbull 
County Fair (Cortland), 
harness racing

July 9-15 — Montgom-
ery County Fair (Day-
ton), harness racing

July 10-15 — Lucas 
County Fair (Maumee)

July 13-21 — Jackson 
County Fair (Wellston), 
harness racing

July 14-21 — Franklin 
County Fair (Hilliard), 
harness racing

week of July 15
July 15-21 — Crawford 

County Fair (Bucyrus), 
harness racing

July 16-21 — Fayette 
County Fair (Washington 
Court House), harness 
racing

July 16-21 — Perry 

County Fair (New Lex-
ington)

July 16-21 — Warren 
County Fair (Lebanon), 
harness racing

July 16-22 — Ottawa 
County Fair (Oak Har-
bor), harness racing

July 17-22 — Carroll 
County Fair (Carrollton), 
harness racing

July 20-27 — Clark 
County Fair (Springfield)

week of July 22
July 22-28 — Butler 

County Fair (Hamilton)
July 22-28 — Clermont 

County Fair (Owensville)
July 22-28 — Knox 

County Fair (Mt. Ver-
non), harness racing

July 22-28 — Shelby 
County Fair (Sidney), 
harness racing

July 22-28 — Union 
County Fair (Marysville), 
harness racing

July 23-28 — Vinton 
County Fair (McArthur)

July 23-29 — Seneca 
County Fair (Tiffin), har-
ness racing

July 24-29 — Lake 
County Fair (Painesville), 
harness racing

July 24-29 — Summit 
County Fair (Tallmadge), 
harness racing

July 25 through Aug. 
5 — Ohio State Fair 
(Columbus)

July 27 through Aug. 4 
— Pike County Fair (Pik-
eton), harness racing

July 28 through Aug. 
4 — Preble County Fair 
(Eaton), harness racing

week of July 29
July 29 through Aug. 4 

— Auglaize County Fair 

(Wapakoneta), harness 
racing

July 29 through Aug. 
4 — Greene County Fair 
(Xenia), harness racing

July 30 through Aug. 
4 — Gallia County Fair 
(Gallipolis)

July 30 through Aug. 
5 — Columbiana County 
Fair (Lisbon), harness 
racing

July 30 through Aug. 
5 — Medina County Fair 
(Medina)

July 30 through Aug. 
6 — Wood County 
Fair (Bowling Green), 
harness racing

Aug. 3-10 — 
Champaign County Fair 
(Urbana), harness racing

Aug. 3-11 — Athens 
County Fair (Athens), 
harness racing

Aug. 4-11 — 
Ross County Fair 
(Chillicothe)

Aug. 4-11 — Hartford 
Independent Fair 
(Licking County), 
harness racing

week of Aug. 5
Aug. 5-11 — Richland 

County Fair (Mansfield), 
harness racing

Aug. 6-11 — Holmes 
County Fair (Millers-
burg)

Aug. 6-11 — Scioto 
County Fair (Lucasville)

Aug. 6-12 — Cuyahoga 
County Fair (Berea), 
harness racing

Aug. 7-11 — Attica 
Independent Fair (Sen-
eca County), harness 
racing

Aug. 7-12 — Ashtabu-
la County Fair (Jeffer-
son), harness racing

Aug. 7-12 — Erie 
County Fair (Sandusky)

Aug. 8-12 — Hamilton 
County Fair (Carthage)

Aug. 9-16 — Henry 
County Fair (Napoleon), 
harness racing

Aug. 10-16 — Mercer 
County Fair (Celina), 
harness racing

Aug. 10-16 — Miami 
County Fair (Troy), har-
ness racing

week of Aug. 12
Aug. 12-18 — Musk-

ingum County Fair 
(Zanesville), harness 
racing

Aug. 13-18 — Huron 
County Fair (Norwalk)

Aug. 13-18 — Meigs 
County Fair (Pomeroy), 
harness racing

Aug. 14-19 — Jeffer-
son County Fair (Smith-
field)

Aug. 17-25 — Allen 
County Fair (Lima), har-
ness racing

Aug. 17-25 — Darke 
County Fair (Green-
ville), harness racing

Aug. 18-25 — Defi-
ance County Fair (Hicks-
ville), harness racing

week of Aug. 19
Aug. 20-25 — Monroe 

County Fair (Woodsfield), 
harness racing

Aug. 20-26 — Lorain 
County Fair (Wellington), 
harness racing

Aug. 21-26 — Portage 
County Fair (Randolph)

Aug. 21-26 — Sandusky 
County Fair (Fremont)

week of Aug. 26
Aug. 27 through Sept. 

1 — Noble County Fair 

(Caldwell), harness 
racing

Aug. 27 through Sept. 
3 — Morrow County Fair 
(Mt. Gilead), harness 
racing

Aug. 28 through Sept. 
3 — Stark County Fair 
(Canton), harness racing

Aug. 28 through Sept. 
3 — Van Wert County 
Fair (Van Wert), harness 
racing

Aug. 29 through Sept. 
3 — Hancock County Fair 
(Findlay), harness racing

Aug. 29 through Sept. 3 
— Mahoning County Fair 
(Canfield), harness racing

Aug. 29 through 
Sept. 3 — Richwood 
Independent Fair (Union 
County), harness racing

Aug. 30 through Sept. 
3 — Geauga County Fair 
(Burton), harness racing

Aug. 31 through Sept. 
6 — Fulton County Fair 
(Wauseon), harness 
racing

Sept. 1-4 — 
Washington County 
Fair (Marietta), harness 
racing

Sept. 1-8 — Highland 
County Fair (Hillsboro)

week of Sept. 2
Sept. 3-8 — Morgan 

County Fair (McConnels-
ville), harness racing

Sept. 4-9 — Belmont 
County Fair (St. Clairs-
ville)

Sept. 4-9 — Hardin 
County Fair (Kenton), 
harness racing

Sept. 5-9 — Albany 
Independent Fair (Athens 
County)

Sept. 8-13 — Wayne 
County Fair (Wooster), 

harness racing
Sept. 8-15 — Williams 

County Fair (Montpe-
lier), harness racing

week of Sept. 9
Sept. 10-15 — Hocking 

County Fair (Logan)
Sept. 10-16 — Guern-

sey County Fair (Old 
Washington), harness 
racing

Sept. 11-17 — Wyan-
dot County Fair (Upper 
Sandusky), harness rac-
ing

Sept. 12-15 — Bellville 
Independent Fair (Rich-
land County)

Sept. 15-22 — Dela-
ware County Fair (Dela-
ware), harness racing

week of Sept. 16
Sept. 16-22 — Ashland 

County Fair (Ashland), 
harness racing

Sept. 17-23 — Tuscara-
was County Fair (Dover), 
harness racing

week of Sept. 23
Sept. 24-29 — 

Brown County Fair 
(Georgetown)

Sept. 27-30 — Barlow 
Independent Fair 
(Washington County)

Sept. 28 through Oct. 
4 — Coshocton County 
Fair (Coshocton), harness 
racing

week of Sept. 30
Oct. 2-6 — Loudonville 

Independent Fair 
(Ashland County)

week of Oct. 7
Oct. 7-13 — Fairfield 

County Fair (Lancaster), 
harness racing

OHiO COuNTY fAiR SCHeDuLeS

By Amanda Douridas

CHAMPAIGN COUN-
TY — Giant Hogweed 
is another noxious weed 
making its way into Ohio. 
In the last five years it has 
made its way across the 
state from Eastern Ohio. 
Giant Hogweed is a major 
concern because of the 
reaction it causes on skin. 
The sap causes the skin 
to be highly sensitive to 
UV light (phyto-photo-
dermatitis) and swelling 
and blistering may occur, 
which can lead to perma-
nent scarring. Temporary 
or permanent blindness 
may result if contact with 
the eyes is made.

Giant hogweed looks 
similar to poison hemlock 
or wild carrot, but grows 
up to 15 feet tall. It also 
can have more round-
shaped flowers compared 
with the flat shape of 
the other two weeds. 
The plant relies heavily 
on water, so ditches and 

stream banks are the pri-
mary locations for infesta-
tions. 

The plant has a biennial 
life cycle but can actu-
ally live for several years. 
However, once it flowers 
and produces seed, the 
plant will die. The flow-
ers, which are white, 
appear in late June or 
early July. The leaves of 
this weed vary depending 
on its life cycle, making it 
hard to identify. 

Mature leaves have an 
almost thistle-like appear-
ance and can measure up 
to five feet wide. Giant 
hogweed thrives in U.S. 
Department of Agri-
culture zone 3 which is 
further north from Cham-
paign County. The largest 
infestation in Ohio is in 
the northeast region next 
to Pennsylvania.

Exercise caution along 
stream banks and ditches 
or if traveling to North-
east Ohio. Be on the look-
out for tall plants with 

white flowers and avoid 
contact if you do see 
them. If contact with the 
skin does occur, washing 
immediately may help and 
avoid light if possible.

For more information 
and pictures on Giant 

Hogweed, visit: www.ohi-
oline.osu.edu/factsheet/
anr-35.

amanda douridas is the Champaign 
County agriculture and Natural 
Resources extension educator, The 
ohio State university extension.

Worse than Poison Ivy
Giant Hogweed making its way through Ohio

Photo courtesy of david marrison
Giant Hogweed flowers in late June into July and looks similar to 
poison hemlock or wild carrot.

Ryan Carter | Record-Herald photo
Heavy smoke made it difficult for firefighters to get inside the 
facility.
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Scott Weininger • Steve Howard
Owners

14889 St. Hwy 31
Kenton, OH 43326

(419) 674-4715

300 N. Warpole St.
Upper Sandusky, OH 43351

(419) 294-4981

1775 S. CR 1
Tiffin, OH 44883
(419) 448-9850

T I R E  C O M PA N Y

The VILLAGE RESTAURANT
435 N. Warpole St., Upper Sandusky, Ohio

Phone: 419-294-2945
Open   Sunday - Thursday • 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.
                   Friday & Saturday • 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Banquet
Room and 
caRRyout 
availaBle
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Scott - Reinhard
Precision, Seed Sales and Service

Donovan Scott
419-562-1110

Steve Reinhard
419-834-0398

reinhardfarms@embarqmail.com
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www.clouseconstruction.com

• Butler Steel Buildings
• Post Frame 
• Site Development
• Concrete Work
CALL (419)448-1365
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www.clouseconstruction.com

• Butler Steel Buildings
• Post Frame 
• Site Development
• Concrete Work
CALL (419)448-1365
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Fill: Summer, Automatic or Will Call
Payment: Fixed Pricing, Pre-Pay, Level Billing or 30-Day Charge Account

It’s about having PROPANE choices!

1-800-424-2584
www.heritagecooperative.com 
energy@heritagecooperative.com

Residential • Agricultural
 • Commercial
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We’re At Your Service
The guide to quality goods and  

services that fit your rural lifestyle!

By Amanda Rockhold
arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com

LEBANON — In Janu-
ary, the Lane family of 
American Thermal Instru-
ments purchased the 
Hidden Valley Orchards 
(HVO) farm complex in 
Lebanon. Four months 
later, HVO opened its 
doors to the public as an 
event venue, farm, cafe 
and store, and a research 
and development site for 
thermal solutions.

American Thermal 
Instruments Inc. (Ameri-
can Thermal) operates 
out of Moraine, OH 
and offers temperature 
monitoring solutions for 
various critical applica-
tions. This includes color 
changing solutions and 
electrical devices that 
provide complete time 
and temperature his-
tory. American Thermal 
employs about 50 people 
and was established in 
1981.

“[The Lane family] 
come from such a strong 
technological industry. 
They’re bringing these 
technologies and look-
ing at the farm in a very 
different perspective,” 
said Kacey Shaw, Events 
and Operations Director, 
HVO. She added that 
these thermal solutions 
help HVO deliver the 
“freshest and accessible 
items that folks can get 
locally.”

Randy Lane is the 
Chief Strategy Officer 

and President for Ameri-
can Thermal. His wife, 
Robyn, HVO is owner, 
works at HVO full-time 
and is responsible for 
the day-to-day work that 
goes into the farm. Randy 
helps with overall HVO 
business decisions and 
assists in maintenance 
and grounds keeping.

HVO is American Ther-
mal’s sole operational 
farm. HVO has offered 
homegrown fruits, veg-
etables and season U-Pick 
crops and community 
activities for more than 
sixty years in Lebanon. 
The Lanes plan to con-
tinue those traditions and 
more.

The HVO farm is about 
65 acres, employing eight 
full-time workers and 
around 30 part-time and 
seasonal workers. Four 
farmhands actively farm 
the land full-time.

The Devices
American Thermal has 

provided Indicators and 
Near Field Communica-
tion (NFC) Loggers to 
the HVO farm.

Indicators, or fresh-
ness monitor devices, 
can be placed strategi-
cally around the produce 
and they’re configured 
with three different 
alarms. These are time 
and temperature alarms 
that could affect the 
quality of the produce, 
according to Carissa 
Smith, Marketing Man-
ager, American Thermal.

These indicators 
can also be placed in 
coolers and they are 
placed throughout HVO. 
“They’re completely cus-
tomizable and you can 
deploy them anywhere,” 
said George Wilders, 
Sales and National 
Account Manager, Amer-
ican Thermal. These 
monitors will show if the 
temperature is too high 
or low for the produce at 
a glance.

“We try to make our 
devices, from the Ameri-
can Thermal side, as 
easy to interpret and 
as user-friendly as pos-
sible,” said Wilders.

NFC Logger: The 
time and temperature 
information transfers 
from the indicators to 

the NFC logger and then 
into an application on 
a smartphone or com-
puter. Wilders explained 

this as “fixed asset moni-
toring.”

“We have these [NFC] 
loggers set up at vari-

ous locations for cold 
storage. The idea is for 

Bringing thermal solutions to the farm
American Thermal purchases 
farm complex in Lebanon

Photos by amanda Rockhold | Rural Life Today
in front of the fireplace in The Gathering Room, (left to right) Robyn Lane, HVO Owner; Carissa Smith, American Thermal Marketing 
Manager; George wilders, American Themal Sales and National Account Manager; and Kacey Shaw, HVO events and Operations Director.

indicators can be strategically placed around the produce and they’re configured to monitor time and 
temperature, for freshness and sustainability.

See SOLUTIONS | 13
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compliance and also 
freshness,” said Wilders. 
He added that this 
eliminates written logs 
and allows for digital 
records.

“They offer color 
changing solutions and 
electronic devices that 
can give you full time 
and temperature his-
tory,” said Smith. “What 
we’ve done here [HVO] 
is set up the farm with 
a little bit of both. We 
have NFC loggers that 
basically they tap a 
phone to and it will pull 
time and temperature 
from each cooler around 
the facility.”

Smith said that Ameri-
can Thermal is about 
to launch a Bluetooth 
device similar to the 
NFC logger. “Once that’s 
deployed and installed, 
we’ll be able to pull that 
time and temperature 
history without going 
around and tapping the 
phone,” said Smith.

Smith added that from 
the business perspec-
tive, the farm provides 
American Thermal a 
place for research and 
development, the ability 
to perform case studies 
and to collect their own 
data. However, commu-
nity is another signifi-
cant factor.

“This is [the Lanes] 
hometown. They wanted 
more land and wanted to 
establish roots and what 
better to tie in your veg-
etable roots to your own 
family roots and build 
this as another family 
business for themselves, 
with one focus being 
giving back to the com-
munity,” said Shaw.

The farm
“The land is too 

beautiful not to share,” 
said Shaw. “We have 
a covered bridge, 
we have a historical 
cabin, we have a 
beautiful renovated 

barn space that it 
suitable for any type 
of occasion — social, 
birthday, anniversary, 
to weddings.” She 
added that their space 
is suitable to host up to 
a 300-person wedding 
or event. In June, HVO 
hosted a 250-person 
wedding reception.

At this time, the fresh 
produce and learning 
the farming process is 
the primary focus for 
the Lane family. “This 
is a true investment of 
their [Lanes] time. They 
bring in every expert 
they can resource,” said 

Shaw.
The farm features 

The Gathering Room, 
which was a large 
barn and now serves 
as the main space for 
customers. When the 
Lanes purchased the 
farm in January, this 
space was filled with 
antiques, which were 
then repurposed into the 
decor of HVO.

Now it has a full 
coffee bar, a fireplace 
and sections where 
customers can shop for 
fresh produce, soaps, 
jams, jellies and other 
products.

“We want people to 
gather, sit and relax,” 
said Shaw. “In doing that 
they need something 
to enjoy.” This includes 
espresso and locally-
roasted coffee; custard; 
candy; and even freshly-
squeezed lemonade. 
They also offer a scratch 
bakery with fruit pies, 
cinnamon rolls, apple 
fritters, and more — 
made daily.

HVO is big on local 
and works with various 
local farmers and com-
munity members. “If we 
can be local, we want to 
be local,” said Shaw.

They are going to make 
their first HVO packaged 
product on site this year: 
strawberry jam. They 
had strawberry festival in 
June and Shaw said that 
it will be a “wonderful 
test study for this tech-
nology” because they will 
be able to monitor the 
entire process.

“We’ve had a lot of 
people travel from more 
urban areas,” said Shaw. 
“For them to be able to 
walk in and walk through 
grape vines and see that 
‘Oh, that’s a blueberry 
bush!’ There’s a lot of 
people that don’t know 
that.” She explained 
that the Lanes are really 
encouraging the idea of 
“walking onto the farm.”

“Let’s get them out and 
experience nature,” Shaw 
said.

what’s next?
“We’re building these 

traditions here. We want 
people back on the farm,” 
said Shaw. “There’s 
always a conversation 
we’d like to hear from 
people and what their 
needs are.” She added 
that they would love 
to continue the event 
business, introduce farm-
to-table events onsite, 
live music, adding that 
there are a lot of things 
in the works they’d like to 
explore.

They currently have 
about 18 goats. They also 
have two greenhouses 
on the land, which are 
currently being used as 
storage; however, they 
plan to use them for 
growing in the future.

This July HVO is 
launching its Goat 
Squad Summer Camp 
(July 24-26), which is 
best suited for farm 
enthusiasts ranging 
in age from 10 to 14. 
Campers will learn from 
Hidden Valley Orchards 
farm employees and 
professional teachers. 
Register at www.
hiddenvalleyorchards.
com/events/hvo-summer-
camps. Shaw said that the 
camp will be immersive 
and the children will need 
to wear boots and play 
clothes.

For more 
information visit: www.
hiddenvalleyorchards.com

BUILT TOUGH.
PRICED RIGHT.
SAVE BIG ON THE INDUSTRY’S 

LEADING COMPACT EQUIPMENT.

CALL US FOR A DEMO AND TRY 
A BOBCAT MACHINE ON YOUR OPERATION.

Authorized Bobcat Dealer

Bobcat Enterprises, Inc.
CINCINNATI | HILLIARD | REYNOLDSBURG | MT. ORAB

800.4BOBCAT | bobcat-ent.com
Parts. Service. Sales. Rental.
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Photo  by amanda Rockhold | Rural Life Today
in The Gathering Room at Hidden Valley Orchards, the coffee bar and cafe offers products, such as 
espresso and locally-roasted coffee; custard; candy; and even freshly-squeezed lemonade. They also 
offer a scratch bakery with fruit pies, cinnamon rolls, apple fritters, and more — made daily.

from page 12

Solutions
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740-426-6683740-426-6683
9768 MILL-JEFF ROAD9768 MILL-JEFF ROAD9768 MILL-JEFF ROAD

JEFFERSONVILLE, OH 43128JEFFERSONVILLE, OH 43128JEFFERSONVILLE, OH 43128
www.bluegrassfarmsohio.comwww.bluegrassfarmsohio.com

Office Hours - 7am - 5pm

 Our mission is to help companies 
around the world create healthy, natural 

products of the highest quality.
2018 crop growers contracts available.

Proudly Supporting Our Local FFA!

NON-GMO = PREMIUM
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By Amanda Rockhold
arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com

EDITOR’S NOTE: This 
is the third in a series of 
monthly articles following 
a farm family through 
the course of a year. This 
year, Rural Life Today is 
following the Sandy and 
Guy Ashmore family in 
Clinton County.

CLARKSVILLE — July 
has brought about blooms 
at That Girl’s Flowers, 
and according to Nellie 
Ashmore harvesting flow-
ers is on the horizon.

Nellie is the daughter of 
Guy and Sandy Ashmore 
of That Guy’s Family 
Farm in Clarksville in 
Clinton County. The farm 
is located between two 
state parks and just off 
the busy state route of 
380, where a field of flow-
ers flourishes every July.

This will be Nellie’s 
sixth season as a full-time 
flower farmer and florist 
with her business, That 
Girl’s Flowers. Over the 
course of a season, she 
grows and harvests flow-
ers on about two acres at 
her family’s farm.

“In May and June, 
we’ve been doing a lot of 
planting and weeding and 
a little bit of harvesting,” 
said Nellie. “Once July 
comes, we’ll be harvest-
ing and making bouquets 
every day.”

This year Nellie has 
officially established her 
Community Supported 
Agriculture (CSA) pro-
gram, of which she has 30 
members.

“We’re happy about 
the uplifting quality of 
flowers,” said Joel, Nel-
lie’s husband who works 
part-time at That Girl’s 
Flowers. “With the CSA 
it’s really cool that people 
are committing to having 
flowers in their home… 
We have flowers in our 
home every week and we 
get immense joy from it 
and is something we want 
to share with others.”

Nellie sells flowers 
wholesale to grocery 
stores, which is the big-
gest part of her business. 
Her wholesale customers 
are Pipkin’s Market near 
Cincinnati and Dorothy 
Lane Market in three 
locations around Dayton. 
She also sells to florists 
and to the community 
at the Deerfield Farmers 
Market.

For Dorothy Lane Mar-
ket she primarily grows 
sunflowers, selling them 
500 sunflowers a week. 
She plants sunflowers 
every week, staggering 
when they will bloom.

“That’s basically how 
my sunflower production 
has gotten so big,” she 
said. According to Joel, 
both of these grocery 
stores are committed to 
buying local.

Nellie plants about 50 
different varieties of flow-
ers, including annuals and 
perennials over the course 

of the season. Many of 
these plants grow in her 
two hoop houses, such 
as heirloom mums, snap-
dragons, lisianthus and 
others.

“The quality of the 

blooms are better in the 
hoop houses,” said Joel. 
“You get them earlier 
and you also get longer 
stems.”

During this time of the 
year, more flowers are 

blooming in her tunnels 
than in the fields. Nellie 
over-winterizes some 
flowers in the tunnels and 
others she plants in April.

“With flowers it’s cut 
and come again. When 

you pick a zinnia, it only 
makes more branches 
shoot off and you get 
more. Off of one plant, 
you can get lots of 
blooms,” said Nellie.

She said that sunflow-
ers are different. Sun-
flowers only produce 
one bloom, which is why 
Nellie plants them every 
week throughout the 
season. Sunflowers take 
50 days to bloom, which 
she said is nice because 
they’re short season.

Nellie will continue 
planting sunflowers 
through mid-August. She 
will have the rest of her 
flowers planted by the 
first week of July, which 
will keep producing the 
rest of the season.

why flowers?
Nellie said that as she 

was growing up, her 
parents always grew cut 
flowers to sell at farmers 
markets. After she gradu-
ated college she decided 
that she wanted to make 
flowers her own business.

“It is my passion. And 
I just loved making bou-
quets, I loved arranging 
growing up. I knew that 
I was good at farming 
because I had grown up 
doing it from a young 
age. It was an easy choice 
for me, vegetables versus 
flowers,” said Nellie.

Nellie studied geology 
and Joel studied biology 
at Earlham College in 
Richmond, Indiana and 
both graduated in 2012.

“There’s a good link 
between biology and 
agriculture, really strong 
actually,” said Joel. “And 
Nellie was a geology 
major, so we have the 
soils side of things and 
the botany and plant side 
of things.” He added that 
a lot of things he learned 
while studying biology 
can apply to agriculture.

Like her parents, Nel-
lie’s flowers are certified 

Following the Ashmore Family 

Photos by amanda Rockhold | Rural Life Today
Nellie Ashmore and her husband Joel in one of the hoop houses on That Girl’s flowers farm in Clarksville. The snapdragons in bloom on 
the left.

That farm and flower Shop opened June 15 and is available for the public to stop and purchase fresh 
produce and cut flowers. The store sits at the front That Guy’s family farm and operates as a self-serve 
honor system stand with the ability to put fresh cut flowers and perishable produce in a refrigerated 
environment.

See FAMILY | 15



 Rural Life Today – Central ohio – July 2018        15

Special Events Deserve
a Special Venue 

Recepti ons I Catering I Events

thegallaghercentre.org
740.263.7008 

O
H

-7
00

42
45

7

Fun Farm Facts
RuralLifeToday.com

Did you know?

For Updated Farm and Agricultural
Information, go to...

RuralLifeToday.com

Facts about Ohio’s state soil
In Ohio, there are 12 different soil regions with Miamian as the state soil, 
according to the United States Department of Agriculture Natural Resources 
Conservation Service Ohio Soils Program:
    • Miamian is the State Soil of Ohio.
    • Miamian soils are the most extensive soils in Ohio and occur on more than 
750,000 acres in the State.
    • They are a productive soil with corn, soybeans, and winter wheat the 
primary crops.
    • Soils in the the Miamian series consists of very deep, well drained soils 
which is high in lime content.
    • Miamian soils typically have a very dark grayish brown to brown silt loam or 
loam topsoil layer (“A horizon”) 5 to 10 inches thick.
    • They commonly have a brown or yellowish brown subsoil layer (“B 
horizon”), 8 to 35 inches thick, with a higher clay content than the A horizon.
    • Below the subsoil, soils in the Miamian series have a brown to light olive 
brown substratum (“C horizon”) that is slightly or moderately alkaline and has a 
lower clay content than the B horizon.
Source: https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/oh/soils/
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organic. She grew up 
farming organically and 
she said that “It was a 
natural decision that the 
flowers would also be cer-
tified organic.”

“[Organic] is very 
important to us,” said 
Nellie. “As a farmer, I’m 
out there in the fields and 
handling [the flowers] 
and touching them and I 

personally don’t want to 
be spraying any chemicals 
and I don’t want to be 
touching any flowers that 
have chemicals on them.”

Nellie believes that it’s 
very important to the 
health of the earth and 
her own health.

“You can get your nose 
right up in that bloom, no 
worries,” said Joel.

Transitions
Nellie said that she is 

no longer doing wed-
dings, admitting that the 

wedding business was 
becoming hectic.

“This year’s been kind 
of transitional with me 
coming and moving out 
of the wedding business. 
That was an intentional 
move,” said Joel. “Nellie 
really loves it and she still 
works for a floral design-
er, but it can have a high 
level of stress.”

By moving out of the 
wedding business Joel 
said they are figuring out 
what else they are moving 
toward.

“I’ve always been 
intrigued by the flower 
side of things…and it’s 
been great to learn what 
[Nellie] does specifically 
every day,” said Joel.

“Now he knows my 
madness,” said Nellie and 
they both laughed. One 
other person helps Nellie 
out three days per week.

When Joel is not work-
ing on the farm, he works 
in the kitchen at a nearby 
restaurant and music 
venue. Joel interned with 
the Ashmore family while 
he was in college.

“I’ve had a farming con-
nection for all my life,” 
said Joel. Last year he 
was working on an Ohio 
Department of Agricul-
ture project, which was 
an Asian Longhorned 
Beetle eradication project 
in Clermont County.

That Guy’s family farm
That Farm and Flower 

Shop opened June 15 
and Nellie said that her 
and her family are all 
very excited. The store 
is a small building at the 
front That Guy’s Family 
Farm and operates as a 
self-serve honor system 
stand with the ability to 
put fresh cut flowers and 
perishable produce in a 
refrigerated environment.

She has followed in her 
parent’s methods of the 
new mulching method 
they tried on their tomato 
rows in June. The method 
has worked well that they 
have also used it on their 
kale and other crops. 
Instead of laying out rolls 
of hay, they use a silage 
wagon to put chopped 
hay on the rows of 
tomatoes. The hay holds 
moisture and suppress 
weeds.

“That’s new for them 
this year and I’m hoping 
to maybe mulch more 

for my flowers,” said 
Nellie, who added that 
her parent’s tomatoes are 
doing “awesome” with 
the mulching method.

“My parents and myself 
are really looking forward 
to the farm store and 
bringing people in more 
form the community to 
buy things,” said Nellie.

“It’s nice because my 
flower field is right by the 
road, so everyone drives 
by and sees the flowers,” 
said Nellie, and added 
that people can now stop 
and purchase her flowers.

Nellie has spoken at 
garden clubs and events, 
such as the Ohio Flower 
Farmers Association 
Annual meeting. 
She’s also part of the 
Association of Specialty 
Cut Flowers.

For more information 
on That Girl’s 
Flowers visit: www.
thatgirlsflowers.com

from page 14

family

Submitted article

HIGHLAND COUNTY 
— The 5th Annual 
Highland County Farm 
Tour, co-hosted by 
the Highland County 
Farm Bureau and the 
Highland Soil and Water 

Conservation District, 
will be held on Sept. 15. 

This year the tour will 
highlight farms in the 
New Petersburg area 
that will feature updated 
technology on managing 
hay operation at the 
Karnes Farm. Learn 

about an innovative 
high-tech swine facility 
from the Surber Family 
and visit the Karnes 
Orchard with a newly 
constructed on-site 
market place. The goal 
of this collaborative 
event is to provide 

opportunities for 
farmers to learn new 
advanced techniques and 
interact with others.

It will be an 
educational day to see 
how others have utilized 
various conservation 
practices on their 

farms to promote water 
quality and soil erosion, 
as well as incorporate 
unique projects to 
sustain farming 
operations. Lunch will 
be provided. Visit www.
highlandswcd.com or 
www.ofbf.org/counties/

highland periodically for 
more details.

If you would like to be 
added to the Farm Tour 
mailing list to receive 
notification of the event, 
please call the SWCD 
office at 937-393-1922, 
Ext. 3.

Save the date for Highland County Farm Tour
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Meigs County – Ohio 
Ranked items among the 88 state counties and 3,079 U.S. counties, 2012*

  State Universe U.S.  Universe 

Item Quantity Rank 1 Rank 1

MARKET VALUE 
OF AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTS SOLD ($1,000) 
Total value of 
agricultural products sold 14,478 77 88 2,529 3,077
Value of crops including 
nursery and greenhouse 9,671 75 88 2,115 3,072
Value of livestock, 
poultry, and their products 4,807 75 88 2,484 3,076

VALUE OF SALES BY 
COMMODITY GROUP ($1,000) 
Grains, oilseeds, 
dry beans, and dry peas 2,400 77 88 1,999 2,926 
Vegetables, melons, 
potatoes, and sweet potatoes 1,974 17 88 614 2,802 
Fruits, tree nuts, and berries (D) 62 87 (D) 2,724 
Nursery, greenhouse, 
� oriculture, and sod 2,917 25 88 620 2,678 
Cut Christmas trees and
 short rotation woody crops (D) 75 78 (D) 1,530 
Other crops and hay 2,293 24 88 1,219 3,049 
Poultry and eggs 99 45 88 1,406 3,013 
Cattle and calves 2,016 70 88 2,326 3,056 
Milk from cows 2,385 53 85 967 2,038 
Hogs and pigs 27 80 87 1,684 2,827 
Sheep, goats, wool, 
mohair, and milk 29 83 88 2,257 2,988 
Horses, ponies, mules, 
burros, and donkeys 241 44 88 1,085 3,011 
Other animals and 
other animal products 11 85 88 2,192 2,924 

TOP CROP ITEMS (acres) 
Forage-land used for all
 hay and haylage, grass silage 
and greenchop 15,922 26 88 1,192 3,057 
Corn for grain 2,078 77 87 1,701 2,638 
Soybeans for beans 1,067 80 87 1,675 2,162 
Vegetables harvested, all 718 15 88 579 2,801 
Corn for silage 338 66 88 1,533 2,237 

TOP LIVESTOCK 
INVENTORY ITEMS (number) 
Cattle and calves 7,725 59 88 2,130 3,063 
Layers 4,960 30 88 817 3,040 
Horses and ponies 726 62 88 1,621 3,072 
Goats, all 577 38 88 1,085 2,996 
Sheep and lambs 402 69 88 1,616 2,897 

Other County Highlights, 2012
Economic Characteristics Quantity
Farms by value of sales:
Less than $1,000 .................................................................................................................................. 167 
$1,000 to $2,499 .................................................................................................................................. 101 
$2,500 to $4,999 .....................................................................................................................................71 
5,000 to $9,999 ........................................................................................................................................78 
$10,000 to $19,999.................................................................................................................................71 
$20,000 to $24,999.................................................................................................................................22 
$25,000 to $39,999.................................................................................................................................30 
$40,000 to $49,999................................................................................................................................... 7 
$50,000 to $99,999.................................................................................................................................16 
$100,000 to $249,999 ............................................................................................................................13 
$250,000 to $499,999 .............................................................................................................................. 7 
$500,000 or more ..................................................................................................................................... 5 
Total farm production expenses ($1,000) ............................................................................. 14,969 
Average per farm  .......................................................................................................................$)25,457
Net cash farm income of operation ($1,000) ............................................................................. 888 
Average per farm ($) ........................................................................................................................1,511

Operator Characteristics Quantity 
Principal operators by primary occupation:
Farming ................................................................................................................................................... 313 
Other ........................................................................................................................................................ 275 
Principal operators by sex:
Male .......................................................................................................................................................... 495 
Female ........................................................................................................................................................93 
Average age of principal operator (years) ................................................................................. 58.2 
All operators by race(2): ............................................................................................................................
American Indian or Alaska Native ...................................................................................................... 3 
White ........................................................................................................................................................ 858 
All operators of Spanish, Hispanic, or Latino Origin(2) .............................................................39 

See “Census of Agriculture, Volume 1, Geographic Area Series” for complete footnotes, explanations, 
de� nitions, and methodology.
1= Universe is number of counties in state or U.S. with the item.
2= Data collected for maximum of three operators per farm

AGRICULTURE SNAPSHOTAGRICULTURE SNAPSHOT
Meigs County

2012 CENSUS OF
AGRICULTURE
County Pro� le

 2012 2007 % change

Number of Farms ..............................588 ..............................551 .................................+7%

Land in Farms .....................................75,801 acres .............77,755 acres ................ -3%

Average Size of Farm ......................129 acres ...................141 acres ...................... -9%

Market Value
of Products Sold ...............................$14,478,000 .............$17,614,000 ...............-18%

Crop Sales ....................$9,671,000 ................(67 percent)

Livestock Sales............$4,807,000 ................(33 percent)

Average Per Farm ......$24,622......................$31,968 .......................-23%

Government Payments .................$748,000 ...................$1,214,000 .................-38%

Average Per Farm 
Receiving Payments .......................$7,120 ........................$9,124 ..........................-22%
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