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Farm ready for spring
By Amanda Rockhold
arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com

EDITOR’S NOTE: This 
is the first in a year-long 
series following the lives of 
an Ohio farm family. This 
year Rural Life Today is 
following the Guy and 
Sandy Ashmore family of 
Clinton County.

CLARKSVILLE — Guy 
and Sandy Ashmore put 
10,000 plants in the field 
April 22 after a cold and 
wet month. As the weather 
warms, they will be cut-
ting lettuce almost every 
day on their certified 
organic farm located in 
between two state parks in 
southern Ohio.

The couple joined the 
Ohio Ecological Food 
and Farm Association 
(OEFFA) in 1988 and 
began transitioning their 
conventional farm into an 
organic produce farm. In 
1998, they became certi-
fied organic and gave up 

all of their rented ground, 
about 650 acres on which 
they were growing corn, 
beans and wheat, and con-
centrated on produce.

“It was all rented ground 
and we started losing 
ground to development,” 
Guy said. “We decided to 
go a different route. Now 
they have about 17 plots 
on their main field, each 
about an acre.

Until this year, they 
raised, processed and sold 
chickens and turkeys, and 
had an egg business for 
about 20 years. However, 
their produce business 
has grown and they have 
begun to sell wholesale.

“As the produce has 
grown, we’ve kind of tran-
sitioned out of livestock,” 
Guy said. He added that 
they have changed with 
the markets and have more 
“streamlined” their busi-
ness instead of doing vari-
ous things.

Wholesale is about half 

of their business, with the 
other half going to their 
Community Supported 
Agriculture (CSA) pick-up 
business and the farmer’s 
market. They also sell pro-
duce from a small building 
at the front of their prop-
erty, utilizing an honor 
system. This building is 
stocked with produce and 
people wait on themselves 
and pay.

The couple has done 
this (honor system) since 
1988 and Sandy said 
that’s how they sold most 
of their eggs. In addition 
to the locals, during the 
summer they get a lot of 
people traveling to the sur-
rounding state parks.

Guy said that the honor 
system has worked well. 
“You expect good things 
out of people, you get 
good things. People are 
good.”

They are also develop-

Hops growers 
tour southeast 
Ohio farms
By Amanda Rockhold
arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com

PIKETON — With 177 total craft breweries, 
Ohio ranks 12th in the United States for number 
of craft breweries, according to the Brewers Asso-
ciation. In 2011 Ohio only had 45 craft breweries, 
and as the number continues to increase, hops 
farms become a needed asset.

A craft (or small) brewery produces beer in a 
traditional or non-mechanized way. Brewers Asso-
ciation defines a craft brewer as “small, indepen-
dent and traditional.”

Not unlike the uniqueness of growing veg-
etables and cattle on southern hill farms, “hops is 
a different species of specialty crop compared to 
what is traditionally grown in Ohio,” according to 
Brad Bergefurd, Ohio State Extension Horticul-
ture Specialist, Agriculture and Natural Resources 

See GROWERS | 3
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Guy and Sandy Ashmore of That Guy’s Family Farm a couple of days after planting rows of garlic plants.

By Gary Brock
aimmediamidwest.com

XENIA — Wet and cold weather has kept most 
Ohio farmers out of their fields so far this plant-
ing season.

Ohio county extension agents across the state 
and the USDA (United States Department of 
Agriculture) both reported at the end of April 
that corn and soybean planting is anywhere from 
two weeks to a month behind “normal” for Ohio 
farmers.

Darke County Ohio State University (OSU) 
Extension Educator Sam Custer says farmers in 
his region are “just kind of sitting and waiting.”

“Our rainfall totals this year are about four and 
a half to five inches - last year we were about an 
inch and a half,” Custer said.

He said if the weather remains dry, “realistically 
we should be ready to go next week (the first 

April showers, 
cold hold off Ohio 
grain producers

See SPRING | 5 See APRIL | 5
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URBANA — 
Food. I don’t have 
much of a farming 
background, but 
I certainly enjoy 
food. We need it 
to survive and many of 
us plan our days and 
events around delectable 
platters — weddings, 
dinners, get-togethers, 
and so on. But how often 
to we think about the 
source?

When I go to the store, 
colorful options stacked 
high and wide fill me 
with an ease, a comfort 
that I have so many 
options from which to 
choose. I don’t have to 
scavenge or hunt for 
my dinner; it’s right 
there, placed orderly 
and priced affordably, 
just for me.

Just for me. I pick 
out a roast or an apple 
with a thoughtless sat-
isfaction. I rummage 
through the avocados 
to find just the right 
one for my guacamole, 
without a care in the 
world. I don’t have to 
think about, right?

I teeter on the side of 
caution.

I’ve been writing for 
Rural Life Today for 
about five months now, 
learning every day that 
food does not simply 
come from a shelf. I’ve 
visited several farms 
and attended mul-

tiple agricultural 
events, speeches 
and discussions. 
The most signifi-
cant aspect I’ve 
gained from talk-

ing with those in the 
agriculture industry is a 
more mindful apprecia-
tion for our food and 
our farmers.

Farming and raising 
livestock is an impor-
tant and complicated 
process. And when I sit 
down for a meal, I’m at 
the end of that process. 
The average consumer 
may never know the 
intricate knowledge of 
what it takes to pro-
duce healthy and afford-
able food for the world 
— but we shouldn’t 
allow ourselves to walk 
blindly through the 
grocery aisles, grabbing 
items as if it’s as simple 
as that.

Think and consider. 
That’s what I will do as 
I continue my journey 
with Rural Life Today, 
hoping to tell the story 
of our food system and 
those within it.

I have a vivid memo-
ry of when I was in col-
lege, my golf coach in 
the driver’s seat of our 
team van. I was in the 
passenger’s seat, watch-
ing the slow-moving 
tractor chugging along, 
a train of cars behind it.

“Ugh. Maybe tractors 

should only be allowed 
to drive on the roads at 
night,” I said.

My golf coach said 
very sternly that those 
tractors and the farm-
ers in them produce 
the food we eat. I felt 
my cheeks grow warm, 
knowing I offended 
her and that my com-
ment was thoughtless. I 
found out later that her 
husband was a farmer.

As I sit in front of my 
computer, writing to 
you about the impor-
tance of agriculture, 
farmers and ranchers 
are out there living it, 
breathing it, day and 
night, for hours on end.

So tomorrow morning 
when you wake up and 
inhale the scent of brew-
ing coffee, pour yourself 
a cup, walk outside and 
consider the earth from 
which it came.

amanda Rockhold is the staff 
writer for Rural life Today and 
can be reached at arockhold@
aimmediamidwest.com or at 740-
852-1616, extension 1617. 

Appreciating food and farmers
Amanda 
Rockhold
staff
Writer

WASHING-
TON CH — As 
an OSU Exten-
sion employee, I 
have the chance 
to participate in 
educational oppor-
tunities. Recently I went 
on an Urban Agricultural 
Adventure to Cleveland. 
The tour included 
Cuyahoga Extension, 
The Urban Agricultural 
Innovation Zone, Ohio 
City Farms and West Side 
Market.

At the extension office, 
we heard about teaching 
agriculture to inner city 
kids at an eight-week 
summer camp with lots 
of hands on activities. In 
addition, Jeremy Grove, 
from Cleveland Metropoli-
tan Schools, challenged us 
with the question, “What 
is urban agriculture?” 
The answer he gets most 
often is roof gardening. 
We would soon find out it 
means much more.

The Urban Agricul-
ture Innovation Zone 
is a 28-acre farm in the 
Kinsman neighborhood 
of Cleveland. In 2006, it 
grew out of a vision to 
create an urban agricul-
tural economic engine 
from reclaimed land in 
an area known as ‘The 
Forgotten Triangle.’ The 
partners include OSU 
Extension, RID-All Green 

Partnerships and 
Northeast Ohio 
Regional Sewer 
District.

Mark White, Site 
Manager at Rid-All 
farms, oversees the 

production of tilapia, an 
African cyclic fish using 
aquaponics as the produc-
tion method. Tilapia grow 
in tanks in a climate-
controlled greenhouse. 
The water circulates 
through a bed above the 
tank where plants such as 
tomatoes and basil grow. 
The plants clean bacteria 
produced by the fish from 
the water, eliminating 
the need for the antibiot-
ics usually used in fish 
farm production. The 
farm sells the fish and 
produce to support the 
educational aspects of the 
farm. They have just com-
pleted a commercial-size 
facility to further their 
dedication to the idea 
that beauty starts from 
within with the ingestion 
of good food.

Years of dumping have 
contaminated the soil in 
the zone. They make all 
their own soil for use in 
above ground beds from 
wood chips, worm cast-
ings and food waste col-
lected from all over the 
city. They are a Class 2 
compost facility.

Ohio City Farms is a 

6-acre farm (yes, farm) 
that overlooks downtown 
Cleveland. Columbus 
Metro Housing, Great 
Lakes Brewing Com-
pany and The Refugee 
Response Farm collabo-
rate.

A portion of the farm 
is dedicated to train, 
educate and provide 
growing space for low-
income and public hous-
ing. For refugees, culture 
change can be harsh. 
The Refugee Response 
Farm provides jobs skills 
and employment. The 
farm sells the produce at 
a farm market and CSA 
(Community Supported 
Agriculture, which allows 
customers to purchase a 
contracted share of farm 
products usually provided 
weekly). It was amazing 
to see long rows of spin-
ach backdropped by the 
Cleveland skyline.

Urban farms and farm-
ers did not look like rural 
farms and farmers, but I 
recognized it. They were 
working, improving and 
caring for the land while 
educating their youth, 
providing food and caring 
for their community.

For further informa-
tion, contact your county 
OSU   professional or 
Sara Creamer at cream-
er.70@osu.edu or 740-
335-1150

What is Urban Agriculture?
Sara 
Creamer
Contributing 
columnist

submitted photo
Newly planted spinach at Ohio City Farm with the Cleveland skyline in the background.

“Think and consider. 
That’s what I will 
do as I continue my 
journey with Rural 
Life Today, hoping 
to tell the story of 
our food system and 
those within it.”

Found on the Farm
RuralLifeToday.com
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If you want to share a treasure from your farm, email a photo and information to gbrock@civitasmedia.com 

to receive a subscription
of Rural Life Today at home...

Tell a Friend. . .

Call 567.242.0452

Corn Planter
Pictured is a Keystone corn planter, circa 1875. This unit planted corn in hills and 
hillsides and was usually operated by a small boy sitting in front of the driver. The 

seed drop was run by hand. This planter is on display at the Agriculture Museum on 
the grounds of the OSU Molly Caren Agriculture Center in London, Madison County.

 If you want to share a treasure from your farm, email a photo and information to gbrock@aimmediamidwest.com
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Educator.
Bergefurd hosted 

two bus loads of hops 
farmers and interested 
participants through the 
winding and hilly roads 
of southern Ohio. This 
tour was part of the 
Ohio State Hops Confer-
ence, Bus Tour, & Trade 
Show, March 23-24, at 
the Endeavor Center in 
Piketon.

During the bus tour, 
the group visited Old 
Dutch Hops farm in Hill-
sboro and Scott Farms in 
Georgetown, where they 
learned that talking to 
brewers is vital.

Scott Farms
Hannah Scott wel-

comed the tour group to 
Scott Farms, where her 
and her family grows just 
under two acres of hops 
with about 2,000 plants, 
consisting of 1,200 Cas-
cade hop plants and about 
800 Fuggle hop plants.

“When we first decided 
to raise hops, we talked 
to brewers,” said Hannah. 
“Talk to brewers before 
you do anything. Before 
you have plants, before 
you have land. You need 
to talk to the people who 
you think are going to 
buy your product.”

Hannah said that she 
would put challenges for 
beginning hops farmers 
into two buckets: produc-
tion and marketing. She 
emphasized the impor-
tance of marketing, how 
it is a full-time job and 
“the earlier, the better.”

Hannah said that weed 
control is one of the big-
gest issues on the hops 
farm and so they spend a 
lot of time hand-pulling 
weeds and trimming 
throughout the season.

“The yields vary 
by variety. We look at 
yields in pounds and pel-
lets,” said Hannah. She 
explained that last year 
they yielded between 
300 and 400 pounds of 
cascade pellets and about 
10 to 15 pounds of Fuggle 
pellets.

The primary operation 
on Scott Farms is beef 

cattle. They also raise 
corn, soybeans and some-
times rye, in addition to 
forage crops for cattle 
feed. The total acreage of 
Scott Farms is between 
500 and 600 acres.

Hannah’s brother, Erik, 
and their father, Fred, are 
full-time farmers, with 
the help of their mother, 
Frankie, and Hannah, 
who said that they have 
a lot of cousins who 
help out on the farm. 
The Scott family sells all 
throughout the year and 
whatever they don’t sell, 
they freeze for the next 
year.

Frankie spoke to the 
group about their oast 
house, a food processing 
facility designed to dry 
hops. The Scott fam-
ily also uses this Ohio 
Department of Agricul-
ture (ODA) licensed facil-
ity to process hops into 
pellets.

For more information 
visit: www.scottfarmso-
hio.com

Old Dutch Hops
Amanda Wilson and 

Brady Kirwan of Old 
Dutch Hops grow 2 acres 
of hops and in 2017 
they became Ohio’s first 
OEFFA (Ohio Ecological 
Food and Farm Asso-

ciation) certified organic 
hopyard.

Amanda is the third 
generation on the Old 
Dutch Hops farm, 
explaining that they 
are trying to continue 
the diversified farm her 
grandparents established. 
In addition to the hops, 
they have organic chick-
ens and are starting to 
make their own organic 
maple syrup.

“We’ve had a few mil-
dew problems,” Brady 
explained. “But most of 
our problems are weeds 
and Japanese beetles.” 
The couple are trying to 
manage these problems 
with livestock, referring 
to the 200 chickens run-
ning around the hops 
yard. Amanda said that 
the chickens do a lot for 
the ground, adding about 
100 pounds of nitrogen 
per acre.

“[Hops farming] is not 
a straightforward money-
maker, that’s for sure,” 
said Amanda. “But it’s fun 
and when you get your 
hops in a beer and you 
can work with the brewer 
directly, you find someone 
you like to work with that 
makes it really fun.”

As organic farmers, 
Brady and Amanda spend 

a lot of time working on 
the soil.

“We’re developing our 
soil - that’s the part that 
take a long time,” said 
Brady. “It’s not that easy, 
especially when you don’t 
have the ability to provide 
everything your plants 

need in a chemical form. 
We have to get the dirt to 
a point where the dirt can 
provide it to our plants.”

The couple sells to 
farmers markets, some 
restaurants and takes veg-
etables to a food desert 
in Cincinnati every week. 
And as the only certi-
fied organic hops farm in 
Ohio, marketing is pretty 
easy.

“Folks reach out to us,” 
Brady said. “That’s not 
going to last very long. 
Hopefully there’s going to 
be some more.” Amanda 
added that the best mar-
keting strategy for them 
is to go into breweries, 
have a beer and talk to 
them.

Brady said that the 
paperwork for becoming 
organic certified is “not 

that bad. The hard part’s 
doing the growing.”

Bergefurd emphasized 
that there a lot of benefits 
for hops farmer in Ohio, 
such as the Environmen-
tal Quality Incentives 
Program and the National 
Organic Program. He said 
that these programs are 
coming up for discussion 
during the 2018 Farm 
Bill.

“We have to keep that 
stuff in there [2018 Farm 
Bill] or it’s going to make 
it rough on us small town 
farmers,” said Bergefurd.

For more information 
visit: www.olddutchhops.
com

amanda Rockhold is the staff 
writer for Rural life Today and 
can be reached at arockhold@
aimmediamidwest.com or at 740-
852-1616, extension 1617.

Photos by  amanda Rockhold | Rural life Today
Left to right: Hannah, Fred, Frankie and Erik Scott. Husband and wife, Frankie and Fred, with their 
children, Erik and Hannah, on the Scott family hops farm.

Amanda Wilson, at left, Brad Bergefurd, at center, and Brady Kirwin, 
at right, talking about their hops farm to the group.
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By Deborah Daniels
For Rural life Today

OAK HILL — When 
Jeff and Marie Bradford 
were looking for a small 
piece of farmland to 
build on and spend 
their retirement years, 
their real estate agent 
knew just what they 
were looking for. The 
view from the highest 
point on their future 
home sealed the deal, 
according to Marie.

“That was what sold 
it,” she said. “We were 
living in the Dayton area 
at the time and came to 
southern Ohio because 
of the rolling hills, and 
a much more reasonable 
cost of living.”

Harmony Ridge 
Farms, 1420 Jackson 
Furnace Road, between 
Oak Hill and Minford, 
is a 200-acre farm 
brimming with rolling 
hills and picturesque 
views.

The Bradfords 
purchased the farm in 
2005, but it was 1999 
when they first saw 
alpacas at the Ohio State 
Fair. This encounter 
changed their lives, and, 
as Jeff likes to say, “the 
rest is history.”

Other animals were 
talked about as they 
considered their future 

as farmers, such as 
cattle and horses, 
but Harmony Ridge 
provides an excellent 
environment for raising 
alpacas.

“With nearly 100 acres 
of land for pastures, 
the hills provide our 
alpacas the rough terrain 
they are accustomed to 
in their native South 
American environment,” 
according to the 
Bradfords.

About Alpacas
Alpacas are members 

of the camelid family 

and originated primarily 
from Peru. Hucaya is the 
most common variety 
of alpacas, and the 

type that are raised at 
Harmony Ridge.

Because of the 
affectionate nature of 
the herd, the Bradfords 
fondly refer to them as 
“the boys and girls,” 
and the animals are very 
curious, just like cats, 
Marie said.

The animals are kept 
apart in their open 
paddocks, as alpacas 
do not have a specific 
breeding season, so the 
breeding needs to be 
controlled.

In the 13 years Jeff 
and Marie have been 
breeding their herd, 
most births are worry-
free, but, they explained, 
there have been three 
caesarean and two 
vet-assisted births. 
The gestation period 
is 11 months, and the 
offspring (cria) are 
about 12 to 20 pounds.

The Bradfords have 
sold about 60 alpacas 
over the years. “Animal 
sales are a big part of 
the business, but fiber is 
why we do it,” Jeff said.

“It is highly prized,” 
Marie added.

The superior fiber of alpacas
Alpaca fiber is sheared 

much like sheep, however, 
the animals have to be 
restrained. Marie talked 
about the first time an 
alpaca gets sheared. 
“Sometimes they’re OK; 
they’re just in shock. 
Then other times, they’ll 
just let you know ‘I don’t 
like this,’ until they get 
about half-way sheared 
and then it’s like ‘Oh 
my gosh, I feel so much 
better.’”

Explaining the process, 

Marie said the alpacas’ 
legs are restrained, then 
“lay the animal down on 
their side, shear one side, 
roll them over and shear 
the other side,” she said. 
The fiber is harvested 
in about 7 to 8 minutes, 
then is washed and dried. 
The finishing process is 
similar to the process 
used for wool, and takes 
place in a mill located 
on the farm. Marie has 
creations for sale, such as 
men’s and women’s hats, 
baby shoes and handbags.

Tending to the herd
“At first when we just 

had the nine that we 
started out with, we were 
spending multiple times 
worrying and fussing over 
the animals,” Marie said. 
“But now after almost 13 
years, we’ve come to real-
ize, these guys are pretty 
much self-sufficient.”

Jeff and Marie spend 

about half an hour to an 
hour in the morning and 
another half an hour to an 
hour in the afternoon tak-
ing care of all their needs, 
such as cleanup manage-
ment and feeding them 
fortified grain to keep 
them healthy.

In recent years, Marie 
has developed carpal 
tunnel and arthritis in 
her hands, and Jeff had a 
torn rotator cuff and knee 
replacement. The profes-
sional shearer that now 
comes to the farm has 
saved them many hours 
of work. Marie has had 
to cut down on her fiber 
creations.

After 20 years in the 
Navy and 11 years as a 
Navy defense contrac-
tor in Dayton, Jeff said, 
“We needed a different 
lifestyle, and this is what 
we chose. It has been a 
great lifestyle.”

Living the lifestyle they love, Oak Hill couple raises alpacas

SCHEDuLE A vISIT
Harmony Ridge Farms
1420 Jackson Furnace Road
oak Hill, ohio
everything from “starter” and 4-H animals to breeding 
and championship herdsires available.
To schedule a visit, call 740-288-0780
www.HarmonyRidgeFarms.com or check us out on 
Facebook @HarmonyRidgeFarms

Photos by Deborah Daniels | Rural life Today
Juxtaposition, born in 2005, and Jeff and Marie Bradford of Harmony Ridge alpaca farm in Oak Hill.

The rolling hills at Harmony Ridge Farms are ideal for raising alpacas.

Marie Bradford models one of her hat creations in the mill area at 
Harmony Ridge Farms.

Some of “the girls” are curious about having their picture taken.

Jeff Bradford feeds one of the baby alpacas.
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ing an additional small 
building into what Sandy 
described as a “cold 
box.” This will work as a 
self-serve honor system 
stand with the ability to 
put fresh cut flowers and 
perishable produce in a 
refrigerated environment. 
“We hope to have it going 
by the end of May,” Guy 
said.

During the winter, they 
utilize their four high tun-
nels and a greenhouse, 
a total of 6,000 square 
feet. Soon they will start 
direct-seeding in the 
fields. They harvest hay 
twice per year and use 
that as manure for their 
crops.

They’ve been able to 
transplant a lot of cool 
season crops during the 
month of April, such as 
kale, cabbage spinach 
and beets. They have also 
been harvesting lettuce 
from their high tunnels.

They conduct a winter 
CSA pickup business, 
consisting of about 50 
clients, as well as a sum-
mer CSA with around 30 
clients.

Their property totals 
to about 48 acres and 30 
of those acres are tillable. 
The couple raises about 
30 different crops and 
around 130 different vari-
eties on eight to 10 acres.

“We’ve got a perennial 
planting we’re going to do 
of asparagus,” Sandy said. 
They currently have some 

asparagus and plan to 
add about 1,000 crowns 
every year for the next 
five years.

Guy said that they 
would usually have more 
field work done in April, 
but “we didn’t get hardly 
anything done in March,” 
Guy said and explained 
that they’re kind of 
behind.

But Sandy said that 
they believe the whole 
season is behind. “If you 
look at when flowering 
trees have been blooming, 
it’ a week or two behind, 
I think. But we’ll probably 
catch up.”

Children
“The children have 

always been involved,” 
Guy said. Guy and Sandy 
have three adult chil-
dren, Nellie, Maggie and 
Conard.

Their daughter, Nellie, 
owns and operates That 
Girl’s Flowers from the 
family farm in Clarksville. 
Nellie works full-time as 
a flower farmer and has 
been doing so for about 
five years.

“[Nellie] has built it 
into something that we 
never could have envi-
sioned,” Sandy said. 
Nellie is also a “farmer 
florist,” meaning that 
she is a floral designer 
in addition to a flower 
farmer.

Maggie raises produce 
and grass-fed meat full-
time in eastern Kentucky.

Their son, Conard, 
lives on the farm and 
currently works with the 
produce about one day 

per week. However, this 
year he will be transition-
ing to work full-time on 
That Guy’s Family Farm, 
growing produce and 
raising around 10 hogs.

“It’s hard as a direct-
market farmer to do it 
all,” said Sandy. Their 
son Conard interned for 
about four years on vari-
ous farms in California, 
Florida and New Mexico.

“[Conard] brought 
back lots of ideas and 
experience from different 
areas on season exten-
sions, different produc-
tion models and with the 
wholesaling and planting 
larger volumes of crops,” 
Guy added. They’ve 
incorporated a lot of 
those ideas on their farm 
during the last few years.

“Including having 
interns,” said Sandy. The 
couple also welcomes 
two interns, or apprentic-
es, every summer to live 
and work on their farm 
from May to October. 
This year will be their 
eighth year of hosting 
apprentices.

“There’s nothing better 
than practical experi-
ence,” said Guy. “And it’s 
nice for us to have new 
energy, new ideas, and 
new questions.”

Why organic? 
“Farming in the 1980s 

was really a bleak time 
in agriculture. Everyone 
was going broke, interest 
rates were crazy,” Guy 
said. “We heard about 
some farmers who were 
growing organically and 
we were looking for any 

option at that time.”
“But we were always 

kind of different. When 
we were grain farming, 
we always had a rota-
tion. We had hay and 
wheat. We’d use cover 
crops even back then. 
We were always kind 
of environmentally-
minded.”

The couple went on 
a tour to see the Spray 
Brothers in Knox Coun-
ty after joining OEFFA 
and they were “floored 
by how great their crops 
looked. We were really 
intrigued by how open 
the organic community 
was, how positive every-
body was,” Guy said.

He added that they 
didn’t have to worry 
about their kids getting 
into any chemicals or 
big machinery. “It just 
made sense to us,” Guy 
said. “Better for us, bet-
ter for the environment, 
better for our neigh-
bors.”

Sandy added that look-
ing at it early on, it was 
more profitable. They 
said that they could 
make more money off of 
fewer acres and not have 

to invest in machinery 
and infrastructure.

Guy said that he has 
seen an increase in 
organic farms in their 
county and he views 
that as good. “We don’t 
ever think of anybody as 
competition,” Guy said. 
“We think we need more 
people farming and we 
need more people buy-
ing local.”

Technology has 
changed the way people 
communicate since they 
transitioned to organic 
farmers. “People are 
more health conscious 
and environmentally 
conscious than they 
used to be. It’s a good 
thing for our health, the 
environment, and small 
farmers trying to get 
more of the retail dol-
lar,” Guy said.

“We’re real big into 
soil-building crops, or 
cover crops. We use lots 
of different cover crops 
to add organic matter to 
the soil,” Guy said. “The 
premise of organic is you 
feed the soil and the soil 
will feed the plant.”

They run a rotation 
and try to have about 1 

to 2 years of soil build-
ing in that rotation.

Short turnaround crops
The couple works long 

hours on the farm work-
ing with produce. Pro-
duce is not a long season 
crop, as compared to 
corn and soybeans.

“[Produce] can be a 
turnaround of 30 days,” 
Sandy said. “So then 
you’re planting again, 
harvesting again.” The 
couple plant about every 
week from February 
through October. They 
also harvest crops in the 
winter in the greenhouse 
and high tunnels.

“We got more control 
of the markets, more 
control of the tunnels 
to spread out our risk,” 
Guy said. With short 
turnaround crops, they 
can plant more often, 
earlier and later. “We 
can have control of the 
price we get.”

Next month: more 
spring planting and 
apprentices.

amanda Rockhold is the staff 
writer for Rural life Today and 
can be reached at arockhold@
aimmediamidwest.com or at 740-
852-1616, extension 1617.

week of May). We have 
one farmer I know of who 
has done some planting 
in the county. Everybody 
is sitting who normally 
would have started last 
week. If we start next 
week, we should be about 
two weeks behind.”

In Darke County, no 
one has done much field 
prep or spraying. “There 
really hasn’t been any-
thing done yet. There 
is tillage yet to be done. 
Conventional tillage 
guys might be three to 
four weeks behind,” said 
Custer. He added that “of 
course” those first couple 
of days are not always 
smooth as farmers get 
equipment out of their 
barns.

Will they be finished 
by the end of May? “It 
all depends on mother 
nature. The National 
Weather Service is pre-
dicting a wet May, so that 
could throw a chink in it. 
We really need about two 
weeks of good weather. 
So it could be a bit diffi-
cult,” Custer cautioned.

In Fayette County, no 
one has had a chance to 
plant either corn or soy-
beans in April, according 

to OSU Extension Educa-
tor Ken Ford.

”To my knowledge, I 
haven’t heard of any corn 
or soybeans planted at 
this point, at least not in 
Fayette County. We have 
had some pockets of dry 
area where there has been 
a little bit of spraying and 
anhydrous, but that is 

all so far. I know of one 
farmer who has had 900 
acres of anhydrous so 
far,” Ford said.

Ford pointed out that 
each year is different. 
“Last year we had a lot 
of acreage planted prior 
to April 27 and probably 
60-80 percent of that was 
replanted (because of 

flooding last spring). We 
had a lot of corn replant-
ed. Just about anything 
planted after last April 28 
did fine,” he pointed out.

“At this point, I 
wouldn’t say we are com-
pletely behind. I know 
there are guys who get 
itchy when it is the end of 
April and not planted yet. 

With the size of equip-
ment we have now, it 
won’t take long once they 
get started,” said Ford.

During the week end-
ing April 15, for example, 
there were just 1.4 days 
suitable for fieldwork in 
Ohio, according to Cheryl 
Turner, OSU Statistician 
with the USDA’s National 
Agricultural Statistics 
Service.

According to her 
report, confined livestock 
continued to be stressed 
during the last cold, 
wet week. Oats were 
planted at a slower pace 
compared to the 5-year 
planted progress average. 
No reports of corn or soy-
beans going in the ground 
as planted progress 
continued to fall behind 
recent years due to poor 
weather conditions.

In Allen County, Kelly 
Coble, OSU Extension, 
confirmed the report. 
“There was work in the 
fields for about one day. 
We had a farmer come 
in and tell us that he saw 
people working their 
fields just one day in May. 
Farmers have been saying 
they haven’t been able to 
dress their winter wheat. 
Last year we had a lot 
more planting done,” she 
said.

Jason Hedrick, OSU 
Extension, Putnam Coun-

ty, said that in his county, 
there is “a whole lot of 
inactivity. It has been 
wet, very wet. As soon 
as we see signs of things 
drying out, it rains again. 
I have not seen anything 
local being done so far. 
No movement at all. 
Everyone is kind of biting 
at the bit.”

When asked if there has 
been any planting so far 
in Greene County, Exten-
sion Educator Trevor Cor-
boy said, “Not that I am 
aware of. No one has been 
able to plant anything in 
Greene County. There 
has been some equipment 
preparation done, but 
very little spraying. Also, 
with the soil temperature 
as low as it is, even if we 
did get dry weather, we 
would not have any seed 
emergence because of the 
temperatures.”

Corboy said in Greene 
County they are “fairly 
behind, corn especially 
that normally goes out in 
the late April early May 
time frame.” He added 
that they are a couple of 
weeks behind in planting 
in Greene County.

Now farmers in Ohio 
must wait to see what 
Mother Nature has 
in store for them this 
month, in May, and if 
their planting will be back 
on schedule for 2018.

From page 1

April

Gary Brock | aIm media
Spring farm field work finally got under way in most of Ohio the week of April 30. This field is being 
sprayed April 30 in Fayette County.
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By Amanda Rockhold
arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com

CINCINNATI — Pro-
viding local food from 
farms to schools and 
teaching students about 
agriculture has its chal-
lenges, including educa-
tion, resources and time, 
according to attendees at 
the Ohio Farm to Cafete-
ria Pre-Conference.

According to the 
National Farm to School 
Network, “farm to school 
enriches the connection 
communities have with 
fresh, healthy food and 
local food producers by 
changing food purchasing 
and education practices 
at schools and early child-
care and education sites.”

The Ohio Farm to 
Cafeteria Pre-Conference 
hosted people who 
participate or are inter-
ested in farm to school 
programs, April 25, at 
the Duke Energy Center 
in Cincinnati. Farm to 
school programs vary by 
location, but generally 
they include procurement 
of local foods, education 
and school gardens.

Brian Snyder, executive 
director of InFACT (Ini-
tiative for Food and Agri-
Cultural Transformation), 
spoke at the conference 
about his findings from 
working with medium 
and large cities through-
out Ohio.

During his visits to var-
ious cities, he has identi-
fied a common theme: 
the center of cities are 
hollowing out in terms 
of economic activity. He 
said that this includes 
“hundreds and hundreds” 
of vacant business and 
residential spaces.

“How can we bring 
agriculture into the 

middle of the cities and 
use that to help revive the 
well being of our cities?” 
said Snyder, explaining 
that many people in these 
areas are thinking about 
these ideas.

The Ohio Pre-Confer-
ence provided attendees 
with a panel and forum to 
discuss and learn about 
challenges, successes and 
significant issues regard-
ing providing fresh food 
from farms to schools. 
Education and resources 
were two common topics 
discussed throughout the 
panel.

Panel moderator Carol 
Smathers, director of 
Ohio Farm to School 
Program, said that the 
intent of the panel was to 
discuss what types of poli-
cies could be implement-
ed in relation to the three 
C’s: community, cafeteria 
and classroom.

Education
On the panel, Tony 

Staubach, Ohio State 
Extension Educator, 4-H 
Agri-Science in the City, 
emphasized the signifi-
cant impact that exposing 
young students to food 
has on their view on food.

“Any time I work with 
the kids, on the first day 
I ask them ‘what’s your 
favorite food?’ And they 
always say ‘McDonald’s 
or Chipotle or Wendy’s 
or Steak-N-Shake,’” Sny-
der said. “By the end of 
the year they’re saying 
‘chicken’ or they’re saying 
‘salad.’”

He said that his is a 
big step because “they’re 
starting to see food in 
a very realistic way…
they’re starting to see 
where [food] is coming 
from, they’re starting to 
feel it, starting to taste 
it and smell it. They’re 
starting to understand it’s 

a whole part of their life.”
Staubach has found 

that many teachers do 
not know much about 
food and so he would like 
to see education provided 
to teachers. Many schools 
use gardens to teach 
students about growing 
food. He added that he 
would like to see schools 
“operationalize” gardens.

However, there are 
strict regulations for serv-
ing the food grown on 
a school garden, and so 
they are used for learning 
tools for students and 
even teachers.

Also on the panel were 
Joe Brown, Food Service 
Director, Columbus City 
Schools and Alice Chalm-
ers, Founder, Ohio Valley 
Food Connection.

Purchasing regulations
Brown admitted that 

one of his largest chal-
lenges is purchasing as a 

government entity.
“Ultimately at the end 

of the day, I need to make 
sure we follow all of our 
government rules, all our 
district rules and all the 
USDA (United States 
Department of Agricul-
ture) rules,” Brown said. 
He said that sometimes 
this means bidding out to 
a location that is cheaper.

“We want to support 
the person right up the 
road, but based on regula-
tions and requirements, 
we have to take the one 
that’s a lower price,” 
Brown said.

Brown said that two-
thirds of his school kitch-
ens are not full kitchens. 
He has faced struggles 
with receiving food in 
usable forms without a 
full kitchen.

Neighbor down south
Chalmers said that 

Ohio can look to its 
southern neighbor as a 
model for implementing 
effective farm to school 
policies and programs. 
The Ohio Valley Food 
Connection is located in 
Cincinnati, near the Ken-
tucky border.

“Let’s look to Ken-
tucky for some really 
good examples of 
policies that work for 
schools,” Chalmers said.

She said that Kentucky 
has a rewards program 
where schools can 
receive 10 percent back 
of all spending on local 
foods from local farmers 
up to a certain level.

“Talk about an incen-
tive that basically 
reduces your cost by 10 
percent,” Chalmers said. 
She also talked about 
a program, which she 
said is the first in the 
country, the Kentucky 
Summer Food Program, 
which provides schools 
who purchase from local 

farms one-third of that 
cost back.

Chalmers said that the 
work they do at the Ohio 
Valley Food Connection 
is “very much a custom-
ized process.” She added 
that they could provide 
education on seasonality, 
explaining that products 
are available year round.

She said that their 
day-to-day job at the 
Ohio Valley Food Con-
nection is to provide 
education and custom-
ization.

“Working with the 
farms to actually bring 
it together…often times 
one supplier will not 
be sufficient to supply 
a school district. I will 
need to get kale from 
three or four farmers. 
That’s the value we pro-
vide — is to make that 
coordination happen,” 
Chalmers said.

For more information 
on the Ohio Valley Food 
Connection, visit: www.
ohiovalleyfood.com

Forum
The Ohio Pre-Con-

ference attendees also 
participated in a group 
discussion forum. Each 
group decided on a topic 
to discuss and wrote 
down challenges and 
action items. One person 
from each group then 
shared during a 1-min-
ute lightning round.

Some challenges gen-
erated from this forum 
were: collaboration; 
resources; competition 
with USDA commodity 
prices; size of school 
districts; education; 
time; managing expecta-
tions between farmer 
and schools; and value of 
local farmers.

For more information 
about the National Farm 
to School Network, visit: 
www.farmtoschool.org.

Ohio hosts National Farm to Cafeteria event
Conference highlights challenges of providing local food to schools

amanda Rockhold | Rural life Today
On the policy panel at the Ohio Farm to Cafeteria Pre-Conference, April 25, (left to right): Joe Brown, 
Columbus City Schools; Tony Staubach, 4-H Agri-Science in the City; and Alice Chalmers, Ohio valley 
Food Connection.

By Don Tate
For Rural life Today

MIAMI TOWNSHIP 
— What took minutes to 
destroy will take weeks 
to clean up and months 
to rebuild.

That destruction 
occurred in the late 
afternoon April 3 when 
an EF-1 tornado hit the 
farm belonging to Julie 
and Randy Rife — and 
several other properties 
— on Clifton Road in 
Miami Township.

Grady Page was 
helping Randy Rife feed 
his Shropshire sheep 
when Page’s father called 
and warned them to 
take cover. The two men 
and one of Rife’s three 
Great Pyrenees sheep 

guard dogs headed to the 
basement for protection. 
Julie Rife had gone to 
Springfield to run some 

errands and missed the 
initial excitement.

As everyone emerged 
from their shelter they 

found widespread 
damage to grain bins, 
several barns and 
many trees. Especially 

noticeable were the 
shards of wood framing 
and the metal siding and 
roofing widely scattered 
throughout the sprawling 
barnyards and nearby 
pastures.

The good news was 
the house was intact 
with only minor damage, 
although the power was 
not restored for a couple 
of days. Generally, the 
sheep appeared to be 
safe, but disoriented and 
wondering around the 
barnyard. After a final 
accounting, three ewes 
and a lamb had been 
killed and one Great 
Pyrenees was missing, 
but the next day it 
showed up unscathed. 
Nearly 25 friends and 
neighbors showed up 

that first night to help 
herd sheep to safety and 
secured enclosures.

Many friends have 
volunteered to help 
the Rifes clean up. 
Volunteers also sorted 
through a large number 
of stored items currently 
found on an open 
concrete slab to see what 
could be salvaged; items 
that used to be protected 
by walls and a roof that 
no longer exist.

Members of the Xenia 
FFA brought food one 
day to serve the workers, 
and some stayed to help 
with debris cleanup. 
They had already 
delivered food to at least 
two other properties 
where similar cleanup 
crews were working.

Farm family picking up the pieces after tornado

Don Tate | aIm media
An EF-1 tornado hit the farm belonging to Julie and Randy Rife on Clifton Road in Miami Township, 
leaving destruction in its wake.
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From Wright state university

FAIRBORN — Farm-
ing is in her blood. And 
once she graduates with 
a degree in agriculture 
from Wright State Uni-
versity’s Lake Campus, 
Olivia McDade wants to 
earn a master’s degree in 
agricultural economics at 
Purdue University.

But she will likely be 
back.

“I want to return to 
Ohio and work for an 
agriculture marketing 
group and possibly get 
involved with Wright 
State’s agriculture depart-
ment,” McDade said.

In 2008, Lake Campus 
began offering agricul-
tural elective courses 
that were part of existing 
degree programs. Five 
years later it began offer-
ing associate and bach-
elor’s degrees in technical 
and applied studies with 
an agriculture concentra-

tion.
Previously, local stu-

dents interested in pursu-
ing careers in agriculture 
had to go off to college in 
Columbus, Wilmington 
or Wooster or make long 
commutes there. With a 
program at Wright State, 
they could further their 
education while remain-
ing active on their own 
farms.

Today more than 65 

students are enrolled in 
the agriculture program. 
Courses include topics 
such as animal science, 
animal health, nutrient 
management and agricul-
ture finance.

McDade grew up on 
the family farm in rural 
Darke County, east of 
Greenville. She and her 
family farmed 20 acres 
and raised 120 head of 
sheep.

“Obviously, there is 
a lot of hard work that 
goes into working on the 
farm,” she said. “It defi-
nitely taught me a lot of 
responsibilities and work 
ethic.”

Growing up on a 
farm was a big factor in 
McDade pursuing agricul-
ture. At Greenville High 
School, she was active in 
National FFA and 4-H.

After graduating in 
2016, McDade enrolled 
at the Lake Campus. She 
wanted a university that 
offered a four-year degree, 
was affordable and was 
close enough so that she 
could continue to work 
full-time on the farm.

“I really like it here,” 
said the sophomore. 
“The class sizes are small 
enough that I’m able to 
get that one-on-one time 
with professors.”

McDade also works 
part-time for the Cham-
paign, Clark, Darke and 

Miami County Farm 
Bureau in Troy, help-
ing plan and coordinate 
events and working with 
local legislators on agri-
cultural issues.

Last May, ground was 
broken at Lake Campus 
for the Agriculture and 
Water Quality Center, 
which is expected to 
be completed in Febru-
ary. The $3 million, 
8,190-square-foot center 
was bankrolled with $1.5 
million in state funds and 
the rest raised by Wright 
State.

The center will provide 
classroom space for the 
growing agriculture pro-
gram; a hands-on research 
and laboratory area for 
applied learning and 
research on agricultural 
and water quality issues; 
an outreach facility for 
community meetings on 
agricultural production, 
water quality and other 
issues; and a focal point 

for partners to work 
proactively to support 
the regional agricultural 
industry as well as water 
quality efforts associated 
with nearby Grand Lake 
St. Marys and local water-
sheds.

The building will 
include two education 
classrooms that each seat 
24 students and can be 
combined into one large 
educational/conference 
room. Agricultural educa-
tion lab space designed 
for diverse hands-on 
agriculture education 
activities and research 
will have seating for up to 
24 students. A lobby and 
conference area will be 
used as a student lounge 
and a space for events 
and conferences for up to 
100 people.

“It’s going to offer a lot 
more hands-on learning, 
having the labs to work 
with,” said McDade.

Farming influences student’s major

submitted photo
Wright State sophomore Olivia McDade, one of many students in 
Lake Campus’ growing agriculture program.

By Amanda Rockhold
arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
— Although the 2018 
draft farm bill has come 
to fruition for farmers 
and ranchers waiting to 
see details of the bill, the 
draft has brought about 
some friction.

The U.S. House 
Agriculture Committee 
released its proposed 
2018 Farm Bill on April 
12. On April 18, the 
markup bill passed on a 
partisan vote, with the 
Democrats in opposition. 
The bill, legislatively 
known as H.R.2, or The 
Agricultural and Nutri-
tion Act of 2018, will go 
to a full House vote in the 
coming weeks.

Two influential agri-
cultural organizations 
are also on opposing 
sides. The Farm Bureau 
Federation President 
Zippy Duvall responded 
positively to the proposed 
farm bill, while the Ohio 
Ecological Food and Farm 
Association (OEFFA) was 
not pleased.

“The 2018 Farm Bill 
is ready for debate and 
amendments a mere six 
days after its introduc-
tion,” said Duvall in 
a Farm Bureau article 
released April 19. “A vote 
by the full House of Rep-
resentatives is expected 
to soon follow. This is 
great news for farmers 
and ranchers everywhere. 
[The legislation] takes us 
one step closer to bring-
ing certainty to families 

who face the toughest 
farm economy in more 
than a decade.”

However, the OEFFA 
said in a press release 
that the “draft farm bill 
released last week by 
House Agriculture Chair-
man Conaway (R-TX) 
does not adequately 
address farmers’ needs or 
protect natural resourc-
es.”

The bill proposes to 
eliminate the National 
Organic Certification 
Cost-Share Program, 
which OEFFA says offsets 
the annual costs of U.S. 
Department of Agricul-
ture organic certification.

In the article released 
April 16, OEFFA Policy 
Program Coordinator 
Amalie Lipstreu said, 
“OEFFA vehemently 
opposes cutting the cost-
share program. We have 
more demand for organic 
food than farmers are 
able to supply, and this 
program helps beginning 
and transitioning farmers 
enter what is a real bright 
spot in American agricul-
ture.”

Conaway says a lot of ‘fine-
tuning’

Following the vote, 
House Agriculture Com-
mittee Chairman K. 
Michael Conaway (TX-
11) and Vice Chairman 
Glenn ‘GT’ Thompson 
(PA-5) hosted an agri-
culture telephone news 
conference, April 19. 
Conaway and Thompson 
shared opening remarks 
regarding the committee 

markup of the 2018 Farm 
Bill and opened the line 
to questions.

“Spirited debate, a lot 
of misunderstanding, still 
a lot of mis-information 
that the democrats are 
laboring under,” said Con-
away. “We hope over the 
next several days, before 
we go to the floor, that 
those misunderstandings 
and flat wrong ideas can 
be cleared up, as to what 
our bill actually does.”

Conaway said that this 
farm bill was three years 
in the making, in addi-
tion to more than 100 
hearings. “The non-SNAP 
titles are relatively the 
same as they were out 
of the 2014 bill,” said 
Conaway. He added that 
cotton and dairy were 
“taken care of” as part of 
the natural disaster bill 
that took place earlier this 
year. “We update the ARC 
county payment scheme 
to use better data. We 
allow for some adjust-
ments to yield based on 
droughts—more fine-
tuning in that one.”

“On conservation, we 
eliminate the CSP (Con-
servation Stewardship 

Program) program. We 
don’t abrogate any of 
those existing contracts. 
They all get to runoff, but 
we aren’t going to create 
any new CSP contract. 
That money will then 
pivot over to EQUIP, 
which many of us believe 
is a better use of tax-
payer dollars, in terms of 
addressing conservation 
issues across this land.” 
EQIP is the Environmen-
tal Quality Incentives 
Program.

Lipstreu disagrees and 
said that, “cherry pick-
ing a few components of 
CSP to be included in the 
EQIP program is detri-
mental to comprehensive 
conservation planning 
and a disincentive to 
farmers who choose to 
implement advanced con-
servation practices on an 
ongoing basis.”

According to OEFFA’s 
news release, Lipstreau 
said that OEFFA is 
“pleased to see some posi-
tive provisions in this bill, 
but they are overshad-
owed by the elimination 
of tools and resources to 
help farmers and com-
munities become more 

sustainable.”
Conaway said that with 

many of the other titles, 
there was more “fine-tun-
ing than anything else.”

SNAP
Conaway said that 

SNAP (Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram) program and the 
nutrition title received 
the most changes. Dur-
ing the conference call, 
Thompson spoke in more 
detail about SNAP and 
nutrition in the draft bill.

“The unfortunate part 
of yesterday [April 18] 
was the politics, some of 
the first politics I’ve seen 
from some of my col-
leagues that I’ve worked 
very closely with this 
nutrition title on,” said 
Thompson. “It seemed 
like they were focused on 
this nutrition title when 
we’ve done over 21 hear-
ings, over 80 witnesses 
over the course of now 
the fourth year. That part 
was not so positive for 
me.”

Although the Demo-
crats did not offer any 
amendments, Thompson 
said that the Republicans 
seized on four sugges-
tions from the democrats 
in the nutrition title.

“Nineteen of [Demo-
crats] wrote to the Chair-
man and ranking member, 
asking that we certainly 
continue to encourage 
states to collaborate with 
businesses and educa-
tional leaders to provide 
innovative employment 
and training options, 
opportunities and pro-
grams — And that’s what 

we put in the nutrition 
title,” Thompson said.

Any member of the 
House of Representatives 
is able to offer amend-
ments during the decision 
process when it goes to 
the floor, but they must 
go through the rules pro-
cess.

“Food and security is a 
big part of the farm bill. 
Seventy-seven percent 
of what we spend in the 
farm bill is to address 
food and secure people 
and families. With our 
food banks, we’ve taken 
that from 15 million to 60 
million dollars funding.” 
Thompson added that 
20 million of that specifi-
cally targets allowing food 
banks pantries to work 
directly with farmers.

He added that the farm 
bill also incentivizes 
nutrition, education and 
healthy eating through 
the continuation of the 
Food Insecurity Nutri-
tion Incentives (FINI) 
Program. Thompson said 
that the bill builds on this 
program by providing 
incentives and support to 
retailers.

“We are allowing the 
states, under this new 
bill, to keep up to 50 per-
cent of what they discover 
in fraud and abuse,” said 
Thompson. But the states 
are required to invest that 
back into the nutrition 
title.

Conaway said that 
about 35 percent of 
people in this country 
is experiencing food 
insecurity as a result of 

Draft Farm Bill brings about political friction
Bill passes through on partisan vote NFu BOARD

The NFu Board also established a resolution with 
suggested improvements to the bill, and some of those 
suggestions can be viewed here: https://ohfarmersunion.
org/read-the-nfu-board-resolution-opposing-current-
house-farm-bill/?
To view the full text of The agricultural and Nutrition 
act of 2018, visit: https://agriculture.house.gov/
uploadedfiles/agriculture_and_nutrition_act_of_2018.pdf
see policy highlights here: https://agriculture.house.gov/
uploadedfiles/agriculture_and_nutrition_act_top_10_
highlights.pdf

See FRICTION | 12
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XENIA — Members of 
the Xenia FFA held their 
annual Ag Day April 19 at 
the Greene County Fair-
grounds.

More than 400 fifth 
grade students came to 
experience agriculture up 
close and personal. Xenia 
High School students led 
stations teaching about 
livestock, crops and other 
different aspects of farm-
ing. Fifth grade students 
from Cox, Arrowood, 
McKinley, Tecumseh 
and Shawnee elementary 
schools, as well as fifth 
graders from St. Brigid, 
were all in attendance 
and had the opportunity 
to interact with cows, 

pigs, sheep, goats, rab-
bits, chickens and a horse 
named “Chief.”

They also learned about 
different grains that farm-
ers in the community 
grow and for what those 
crops are used. Students 

enjoyed ice cream from 
Young’s Dairy in the dairy 
station and also enjoyed 
“dirt pudding” as they 
learned about the differ-
ent layers of soil.

Lee Elzroth of Greene 
County Soil and Water 

taught students the 
importance of soil and 
water conservation.

Students also had the 
opportunity to climb 
inside a brand new John 
Deere tractor and learn a 
little about tractor safety.

Xenia FFA students learn about agriculture life

Xenia FFA freshman Makaya Simons talks to students about how ice 
cream is made in the dairy section at Ag Day.

Xenia FFA students form a parade with their animals and answer any questions that the fifth grade 
students have.

submitted photos
Members of the Xenia FFA who participated in fifth grade Ag Day.

Xenia FFA President Jordan Gerhardt talks to fifth graders about his 
chickens and ducks.
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· Goats 
· Lamb 
· Beef 
· Pork

Bulk Sausage
Bulk Hamburger

We Slaughter...

www.morrisfrozenfoodlocker.comwww.morrisfrozenfoodlocker.com

Hours: Monday-Friday: 8AM – 5PM, 
Saturday: 8AM – 12PM, Sunday: Closed
HoursHoursHours: Monday-Friday: 8AM – 5PM, : Monday-Friday: 8AM – 5PM, 

604 Rose Avenue
Washington C.H., Ohio 43160

(740) 335-6650
Cell: (937) 763-7042

MORRIS
FROZEN FOOD LOCKER

Jerry Morris

WE NOW 
ACCEPT 
EBT

OH-70045442

JR’S GENERAL STORE
& FARM MARKET

4-1/2 mi. S. of
Bainbridge off U.S. 50

on 41 S. 
(Watch for signs)
HOURS: Daily 8-6

Sat. 8-5; Closed Sun.

• Fresh Produce
• Meat & Cheese

• Discount Groceries
• Souvenirs • Crafts • Gifts

• Vitamins & Herbs
• Candles • Books

• Toys • Seasonal Items
BULK FOOD IS OUR
SPECIALTY, SO ARE

GREAT PRICES!

Turkey Breast
$2.89 Lb.

Black Forest
Ham   $2.59 Lb.

Swiss Cheese
$2.89 Lb.

German
Bologna
$1.69 Lb.

Colby Cheese
$2.19 Lb.

Cheddar Cheese
$2.49 Lb.

Prices Good May 3rd & 4th
Special Prices Good on Sale Days Only

FREE JRS MUG
W/ $10.00 purchase

17th Anniversary Sale Fri. May 3rd
& Sat. May 4th

23
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SAVE
SAVE

WEEKLY  SPECIALS

� ink Country, � ink Quality Scenic 
Southern Ohio Leaf Country USA

JR’S GENERAL STORE
& FARM MARKET

4-1/2 mi. S. of
Bainbridge off U.S. 50

on 41 S. 
(Watch for signs)
HOURS: Daily 8-6

Sat. 8-5; Closed Sun.

• Fresh Produce
• Meat & Cheese

• Discount Groceries
• Souvenirs • Crafts • Gifts

• Vitamins & Herbs
• Candles • Books

• Toys • Seasonal Items
BULK FOOD IS OUR
SPECIALTY, SO ARE

GREAT PRICES!

Turkey Breast
$2.89 Lb.

Black Forest
Ham   $2.59 Lb.

Swiss Cheese
$2.89 Lb.

German
Bologna
$1.69 Lb.

Colby Cheese
$2.19 Lb.

Cheddar Cheese
$2.49 Lb.

Prices Good May 3rd & 4th
Special Prices Good on Sale Days Only

FREE JRS MUG
W/ $10.00 purchase

17th Anniversary Sale Fri. May 3rd
& Sat. May 4th
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HIGHLAND COUNTY
HEARING AID CENTER

Diane Garneau,
BC-HIS

30 Day Money Back Guarantee

215 N. High St., Hillsboro, OH 45133
(Across from Armory) 
(937) 393-4558
www.HighlandCountHearing.com

Android smart phone users-Starkey has 
a new wireless product for you

The Muse hearing aids deliver:

•Improved speech audibility with Acuity Directionality
•Wireless streaming for Phone, TV, music and other media   
     with Sur� ink mobile (remote)
•Feedback cancelation so no buzzing or whistling
•Experience music in a whole new way with pure, re� ned   
     sound quality
•Multi� ex Tinnitus Technology for relief of ringing   
     in the ears

OH-70046863
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Hillsboro FFA Chapter picks 2018-19 
officer team

submitted photo
The Hillsboro FFA Chapter recently had 14 members participate in the officer elections for 2018-19. There 
are four parts of the officer process – an application, a popular vote, a written test and an interview. 
The interview was held at the high school. These four categories are used to determine who best fits the 
top 10 spots on the officer team. Officers are in charge of planning all chapter events and oversee the 
chapter. The 14 members were Lana Grover, Kaleb Castle, Larkyn Parry, Jordan Williamson, Kirsten Harp, 
Katie Craig, Loraleigh Mayhan, Haley Hughes, Lexey Hetzel, Ashlie Hillyer, Alora Brown, Jade Neukam, Joe 
Helterbrand and Heather Burba. Everyone did a great job this year Lana Grover was named president. 
The vice president is Larkyn Parry, the vice president of student development is Jordan Williamson, vice 
president of chapter development is Loraleigh Mayhan, the vice president of community development is 
Haley Hughes, the secretary is Lexey Hetzel, the treasurer is Kirsten Harp, reporter is Alora Brown, Joe 
Helterbrand is sentinel, Heather Burba is adviser.

submitted story

HILLSBORO — The 
Hillsboro FFA Chapter 
recently held its annual 
chapter banquet at Hill-
sboro High School.

At the banquet, 
chapter members were 
recognized for their 
involvement and par-
ticipation in numerous 
FFA activities such 
as Ag Day, Food for 
America, and leader-
ship camps throughout 
the year. Many awards 
were given to members 
who have excelled in 
the FFA this year.

Proficiency awards 
were given to students 
who demonstrated 
excellence in their 
Supervised Agricultural 
Experience in a variety 
of categories ranging 
from agriculture sales 
to vegetable produc-
tion. Career Develop-
ment Event teams were 
also awarded for their 
accomplishments at the 
sub-district, district 
and state level competi-
tions. Star Awards were 
presented at the ban-
quet to eight FFA mem-
bers that have demon-
strated an outstanding 
character, enthusiasm 

and commitment to the 
FFA.

Parents, alumni mem-
bers, and supporters 
that help make the Hill-
sboro FFA Chapter suc-
cessful were also recog-
nized at the banquet.

Each year an honor-
ary membership degree 
is awarded to one of 
these supporters. This 
year’s recipient was 
Sherry Walker, who has 
dedicated countless 
hours to helping mem-
bers of the chapter.

At the conclusion of 
the banquet the newly 
elected officers were 
inducted and installed 
into their respective 
offices.

The Hillsboro FFA 
would like to thank 
all who attended and 
congratulate all of the 
members and award 
recipients on their 
accomplishments 
throughout the year.

submitted by Breanne Fender, 
Hillsboro FFa.

Hillsboro FFA holds 
annual chapter banquet

submitted photo
Pictured are members of the Hillsboro FFA Chapter that will be 
receiving their State FFA Degrees in May.
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Each Visiting Angels agency is independently owned and operated.

Senior Care for 
Total Peace of 

Mind
Bathing Assistance

Assistance with 
Walking

Shopping

Friendly 
Companionship

Dressing Assistance

Errands

Light Housekeeping

Flexible Hourly Care

Grooming

Medication 
Reminders

Meal Preparation

Respite Care for 
Families

937.240.1992 www.VisitingAngels.com
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FRENCHTOWN
TRAILER SALES & SUPPLY CO. 

11465 Mangen Rd., P.O. Box 312  •  Versailles, OH 45380

937-526-4057 • 866-217-7440
Visit our web site for current inventory: 

www.frenchtowntrailer.com
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Did you know?
Beef: 10 Ohio and U.S. Facts

Raising beef cattle is the single largest segment of American agriculture. Here are 10 
facts about U.S.and Ohio beef production, according to the USDA and OSU Extension:

• The United States produces more beef than any other country in the world.

• In Ohio, the commodity value of cattle and calves sold in 2012 was $689.6 million, plac-
ing it 25th in the nation.

• Ohio exports more than $190 million in meat annually to Canada, our biggest export to 
that country.

• Ohio sells about $4.4 million annually in cattle to Mexico.

• Worldwide, as of 2015, the U.S. sells almost 60 percent of our beef to Free Trade part-
ners.

• Texas was the number one state in 2012 in beef sales, totaling $13 billion.

• In 2012, sales of cattle and calves in the United States totaled $76.4 billion, a 25% jump 
since 2007.

• There are 19,953 cattle farms in Ohio, as of the 2012 agriculture census.

• There are approximately 1.2 million head of cattle and calves in Ohio.

• Which county has the highest number of cattle on inventory in Ohio? Wayne County, at 
just under 100,000 head.
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Amanda Rockhold
arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com

WILBERFORCE — 
U.S. Secretary of Agricul-
ture Sonny Perdue visited 
Greene County April 5 
and fielded questions 
from agriculture students, 
including the hot topic of 
the U.S. trade war with 
China.

“The President has told 
me personally that he’s 
not going to allow farm-
ers to bear the brunt and 
to be the victims of trade 
disputes here,” Perdue 
said, referring to recent 
tariffs China put on steel 
and aluminum, and the 
issue of China stealing 
U.S. intellectual property, 
including agricultural 
property.

Perdue visited with 
students and faculty of 
Central State University 
(CSU) on campus in Wil-
berforce during his “Back 
to Our Roots” RV Tour. 
While there he went on 
a tour of the university’s 
College of Engineering, 
Science, Technology, 
and Agriculture. He also 
answered student’s ques-
tions during a roundtable 
discussion.

When a student asked 
how he thinks the trade 
war issue with China will 
affect agriculture, Perdue 
said that President Trump 
is “acting in the best 
interest of America, gen-
erally, as he acknowledges 
that a major economy of 
the world is not playing 
by the right rules,” said 
Perdue.

Perdue added that 
China has violated the 
rules of fair trade for the 
past 17 or 18 years “with-

out anyone calling (them) 
on it.”

“If companies want to 
do business in China, 
they’ve been forced to 
give them the code and 
the secrets of their com-
pany in order to have 
access to that market,” 
Perdue said, explaining 
how this is an unfair prac-
tice. “That’s exactly what 
Trump is trying to stop.”

Students and Greene 
County CSU Extension 
agents presented their 
programs and research 
to Perdue. Fred Hayes, 
a third-year student at 
CSU, talked about his 
ecology research on 
wetlands and species 
conservation. Hayes said 
that Perdue “is in tune 
and has a knowledge for 
agriculture.”

“The future of agri-
culture is bright,” said 
Perdue, as he provided 
answers to students 
inquiring about future 
agricultural careers, agri-
cultural policies, women 
in agriculture and the 
pros and cons of work-
ing in the agricultural 
industry. Perdue added 

that the Ag education 
and communications pro-
grams are important for 
students to consider.

“With social media and 
much of the information 
that flows around now, 
there’s a lot of inaccura-
cies, a lot of rumors, and 
a lot of things that aren’t 
true. Ag communication 
is a great field to be a 
truth-teller about what is 
actually happening in our 
safe food supply system.”

He continued, “Truth-
ful, candid, good report-
ing in Ag communica-
tions is a very needed 
field.”

He touched on the 
demographics and the ris-
ing age of the worker in 
the Ag industry and said 
that he is seeing a “resur-
gence of that spirit of the 
land in millennials.”

CSU President Cynthia 
Jackson-Hammond high-
lighted a CSU program 
called “Seed to Bloom,” 
a USDA 2-week summer 
program, adding onto 
Perdue’s emphasis of 
teaching young students 
about agriculture in the 
classroom. The “Seed to 

Bloom” program works 
to teach young children 
and their families about 
healthy lifestyle and sus-
tainable agriculture.

“I applaud you,” Perdue 
told the student who 
plans to go into early 
childhood education, 
“for wanting to be in the 
classroom with young 
people to help them get a 
good start in their life.”

A female student at the 
roundtable asked Perdue 
for advice for women in 
agriculture.

“The good news is 
agriculture is not gender-
specific,” Perdue said. 
“I’ve been in agribusiness 
for most of my career 
and what I saw of the 
women, certainly, is their 
contribution to the family 
lifestyle and the family 
productivity there. Many 
of them were really the 
business keepers of the 
business.”

He explained to the 
student, “you won’t find 
many barriers” and how 
“that soybean won’t care 
whether you’re a male or 
a female.”

Perdue said that he was 
very impressed with the 
CSU campus, the admin-
istration and the “spirit 
here of learning and 
problem-solving.”

“We live in the best 
country in the world, but 
we still got a lot of prob-
lems,” Perdue said, and 
added that a college edu-
cation is about learning 
how to solve problems 
with research, investiga-
tion and teaching people 
how to think.

“Agriculture is the 
source of our nutrition, 
the source of our health. 
That’s why colleges and 
universities like this 
are so integral to the 
research and the exten-
sion of that knowledge 

throughout the produc-
tive supply chain.”

On his “Back to Our 
Roots” RV Tour, Perdue 
also visited other loca-
tions in Ohio, as well as 
in Michigan and Ken-
tucky.

CSU is an 1890 Land-
Grant institution and has 
university Extension offic-
es in Greene, Hamilton, 
Butler, Lucas, Franklin 
and Cuyahoga Counties. 
For more information on 
CSU, visit: www.central-
state.edu/academics/cse/
pages04.php?num=38.

Perdue talks trade, ag issues with CSU students

vIDEO TO SEE
To see video of u.s. 
secretary of agriculture 
sonny Perdue’s visit 
april 5 to Central state 
university, go to this 
newspaper’s website, 
click on the article and 
scroll down the left side 
of the article to find the 
video.

Central State university student Brad Armstead and Dr. Hongmei 
Li-Byarlay, at left, Central State university researcher and assistant 
professor, at center, showing u.S. Agriculture Secretary Sonny 
Perdue the virtual Reality glasses during his visit to the university.

Photos by Gary Brock | aIm media 
Central State university student Remi Lambirth stands to ask u.S. Agriculture Secretary Sonny Perdue 
as question during his agriculture panel discussion at the university.

By Gary Brock
gbrock@aimmediamidwest.com

DAYTON — Auglaize 
County dairy farmer Jor-
dan Settlage says there 
is a great opportunity for 
farmers and scientists 
alike to do additional 
research on animal health 
and welfare.

Settlage was one of sev-
eral speakers at a recent 
OEFFA (Ohio Ecological 
Food and Farm Asso-
ciation) panel discussion 
called “Better On-Farm 
Research for Better 
Organic Farming” held at 
the Dayton Convention 
Center.

Going on the theme 
that organic agriculture 
needs quality research 
to sustain growth, the 
panel looked at the state 
of organic research in this 
region, shortcomings, 
successes and needs.

Settlage, an organic 
dairy farmer near St. 

Mary’s, says he and his 
farm family “Do a lot 
of on-farm and farmer-
driven research. If we 
have problems or issues 
we want to find out the 
answers, my dad and I are 
both on board with that 
and trying out different 
things.”

He said they worked 
with Ohio State Universi-
ty a few years ago on the 
whole spectrum of farm-
ing and how many hours 
they work on the farm, 
“which was eye-opening 
for us, how much inter-
action with society we 
have or don’t have.”

On organics as a 

whole, there are things 
that personally he is 
excited about coming 
down the pipe in the 
next couple of years. One 
of those is research into 
animal welfare.

“For organic farmers, 
this is a great opportu-
nity to jump on this. I 

think consumers as a 
whole are asking about 
how we are treating our 
cows. There is a great 
opportunity in place, 
like keeping calves with 
their mothers. They like 
that and the consumers 
will like that as well,” he 
said.

He said his farm is 
presently doing research 
on leaving dairy cows 
with their mothers. “We 
are in the early stages of 
that research, we’ve been 
doing this for about a 
year now.”

“There are no find-
ings yet on the results 
on bottom-feeding, but 
I am just guessing that 
we will have calves that 
will live longer and more 
productive over their 
life span when raised by 
their mom over being 
raised in solitary confine-
ment in a calf hutch. For 
us, that’s where we are 
going,” he pointed out.

“We are trying to work 
with nature — see what 
is working in nature.”

Settlage said they did 
a pasture experiment last 
year to see what $50 gets 
them in pasture, dividing 
up the field into several 
pasture plots.

“We try as hard as we 
can to be scientists, but 
at the end of the day we 
are farmers. We wake up 
in the morning, do our 
work, spend time with 
out kids…” he said.

On the issue of data 
collection, Settlage 
agrees with speaker Jeff 
Moyer of the Rondale 
Institute in Pennsylva-
nia.

“Recording data is 
most important. If you 
don’t record it, it didn’t 
happen,” Moyer cau-
tioned. “Then share this 
research. Then repeat it 
another year.”

“I know there are pit-
falls when it comes to 

data collection. If you 
wait to the fall, you will 
absolutely forget what 
you did in the spring,” 
said Settlage. “This 
was a pitfall we had 
on our farm. I believe 
every farmer should be 
a researcher. Everyone 
should be doing a little 
research on their farms.”

Also speaking on the 
panel was Liz Maynard, 
Purdue University, and 
moderator Douglas Jack-
son-Smith of Ohio State 
University Extension.

Jackson-Smith pointed 
out that, “It is getting 
harder to get farmers 
and scientists to talk to 
each other since more 
and more scientists come 
from non-agriculture 
backgrounds. A way to 
solve this is to build 
partnerships. Scientists 
need to go on a journey 
of discovery of farm 
systems and how farms 
work in the real world.”

On-farm research vital to farmers, scientists
vIDEO TO SEE
To see video of this panel 
and other discussions 
at the conference, go to 
the www.rurallifetoday 
homepage. Click on this 
article and scroll down 
to the video.

Gary Brock | aIm media 
Auglaize County organic dairy 
farmer Jordan Settlage talks 
about livestock research 
opportunities at a recent panel 
discussion of on-farm research.
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The following are 
upcoming farming and 
agriculture events in 
Ohio:

May
May 10-12: Chadwick 

Arboretum and Learn-
ing Gardens Spring 
Plant Sale and Auction, 
northwest corner of 
Lane Avenue and Fred 
Taylor Drive, just east of 
State Route 315 on Ohio 
State’s Columbus cam-
pus. May 11, 8 a.m. to 
7 p.m.; May 12, 8 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. More informa-
tion: cfaes.osu.edu/news/
events/spring-plant-sale.

May 19: Family Gar-
den Day: Please join 
Community Solutions 
for hands-on fam-
ily workshops and 
fun! Activities include 
growing a pizza gar-
den, learning how to 
build raised beds and 
cold frames, and look-
ing deeply at the dirt 
beneath us. All sized 
hands welcome! Hosted 
in collaboration with the 
Yellow Springs Local 
Foods Group. Time 
and location: 1 p.m. 3 
p.m., 131 E. Dayton-
Yellow Springs Rd., 
Yellow Springs, OH 
45387. For more infor-
mation contact Amy 

Harper at amyharper@
communitysolution.
org or 937-767-2161. 
Also visit: http://www.
communitysolution.
org/events/2018/5/19/
family-garden-day

June 
June 4, 5, 7: Bees in 

Your Backyard: Spot-
ting, Collecting and 
Identifying Native Bees; 
Author and biologist 
Olivia Carril will travel 
to Ohio in June to teach 
three daylong native bee 
workshops. Each work-
shop includes hands-on 
bee identification using 
microscopes as well as 
field experiences with 
plant and bee experts. 
Monday, June 4: Strat-
ford Ecological Center 
in Delaware; Tuesday, 
June 5: The Dawes 
Arboretum in Newark; 
Thursday, June 7: Uni-
versity of Mount Union 
in Alliance. Cost is $65 
per person, and includes 
lunch and handouts. 
Sessions run from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Olivia Car-
ril will also give a free 
lecture and book sign-
ing at The University of 
Mount Union in Alliance 
on June 6 at 7 p.m. For 
more information and to 
register visit: http://u.

osu.edu/beelab/bees-in-
your-backyard-2018.

June 8: A DAY in 
the WOODS, 2nd Fri-
day Series for 2018: 
Breeding Birds. 8 am 
start time to enhance 
bird view opportuni-
ties. Location: Vinton 
Furnace State Forest. 
Registration fee $12. 
Start the day exploring 
the Vinton Furnace for 
song birds. Learn to ID 
by song. Learn about 
breeding bird ecology 
and the important role 
that breeding birds play. 
For more information 
visit: https://agnr.osu.
edu/events/day-woods-
breeding-birds

June 9: Breakfast on 
the Farm: Join us for 
Franklin and Madison 
County Farm Bureaus’ 
7th annual Breakfast 
on the Farm – June 9 
from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
hosted by Beck’s. This is 
a FREE, outdoor event 
that is fun for all ages! 
Time and location: 8 
a.m.–11 a.m., Beck’s 
Hybrids 720 US-40, 
London, Ohio.You must 
register by June 2 by 
visiting breakfastonthe-
farm.eventbrite.com, 
calling 800-451-8908 or 
emailing franklin@ofbf.
org.

AGRICuLTuRE CALENDAR OF EvENTS

JACKSON COUNTY 
— The Jackson-Vinton 
Farm Bureau recently 
hosted a Candidates 
Forum for two contested 
races in Jackson County. 
The Farm Bureau has 
hosted many forums in 
the past, and was happy 
to do this as a service for 
the members. Candidates 
were given two minutes 
for an opening state-
ment and then asked a 
series of question by the 

moderator. Afterwards, 
each candidate gave a 
three-minute closing 
statement.

Shawna Roberts, can-
didate for 6th District 
Congressional Office, 
Chris Dupree, candidate 
for Jackson County Audi-
tor, Tiffany Ridgeway, 
candidate for Jackson 
County Auditor, Jim 
Milliken, candidate for 
Jackson County Auditor, 
Juli Stephens, Field Rep-

resentative for Congress-
man Bill Johnson, were 
in attendance and had 
the opportunity to intro-
duce themselves and give 
a brief statement.

Oak Hill FFA students 
were on hand selling 
refreshments to help pay 
for their trip to the FFA 
national convention. 
County Commissioner 
Ed Armstrong purchased 
refreshments for all 
attendees.

Farm Bureau hosts forum

submitted photo
Pictured back row, left to right: Oak Hill FFA Parliamentarian Cameron Hendricks, Shawna Roberts, 
candidate for 6th District Congressional Office, Chris Dupree, candidate for Jackson County Auditor, 
Tiffany Ridgeway, candidate for Jackson County Auditor, Jim Milliken, candidate for Jackson County 
Auditor, Juli Stephens, Field Representative for Congressman Bill Johnson, Oak Hill FFA President AJ 
Meldick. Front Row: Jackson-vinton Farm Bureau President Tami Call, Randy Evans and Jon Hensler, 
candidates for Jackson County Commissioner.

Oak Hill FFA receives donation

submitted photo
The Jackson-vinton Farm Bureau recently gave a donation to the Oak Hill FFA to assist with the cost 
of attending the state Convention. The Oak Hill FFA, along with instructor Matt Bennett, are always 
willing to help the Farm Bureau with any events that they may be having. Pictured: Back Row L-R: AJ 
Meldick, Kord Conger, Derek McCarty, Michael Adkins, Garrett Hughes, Conor Dickens. Middle Row: 
Chloe McKenzie, Kennedie Blevins, Liv Clarkson, Hailey Clifton, Rhyan McFann, Carmella Armstrong. 
Front Row: Maggie Bond, Kody Wright, Heather Townsend. Absent from photo: Bailey Ward.

FFA Speaking Contest competitors

Courtesy photo
South Gallia High School students recently competed in the FFA Regional Speaking Contest held at 
vinton County High School, accompanied by Advisor, Dave Pope. Advancing to the state competition 
were Olivia Harrison and Jessica Luther. Left to right in photo: Emma Shamblin, Beginning Creed; 
Olivia Harrison, Advanced Prepared Speech; Katie Bowling, Prepared Speech; Jessica Luther, 
Advanced Creed.

SWCD hosts Earth Day project in Lynchburg

submitted photo
April 22 marked the annual celebration of Earth Day. The Highland Soil and Water Conservation 
District partnered with other communities in the East Fork Little Miami River Watershed and 
organized a stream clean-up in Lynchburg on April 21 in recognition of Earth Day. volunteers from 
the local Boy Scouts, Girls Scouts and members of the Lynchburg-Clay FFA Chapter rallied together 
to do their part to collect litter and keep it from polluting the local streams. It was encouraging 
to see everyone do their part to raise environmental awareness. Earth Day is an opportunity to do 
something positive for the environment, but it’s even better to keep it going after Earth Day has 
passed.
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The Jackson-Vinton Farm Bureau recently 
held a successful membership campaign this 
year. Both the Oak Hill FFA and Jackson FFA 
chapters played a big part in helping the organi-
zation achieve their membership goals. The FFA 
chapters had a membership challenge to see who 
could sign the most members. This year the Jack-
son FFA were the winners. Senior Organization 
Director Kim Harless said, “we love that the FFA 
members want to be part of our organization and 
to help us grow and be successful.”

For winning the contest the Jackson FFA 
Chapter earned a pizza party and the Jackson-
Vinton Farm Bureau made a donation to the 
chapter to assist with expenses for State Conven-
tion.

The Farm Bureau also wanted to show its grat-
itude to the Oak Hill FFA for the help received 
during the campaign, and also made a donation 
to the chapter.

Membership drive a success

submitted Photos
1st Place Winners – Jackson FFA: Back Row: William Conley, Daryn Jones, 
Junior Stumbo, Blake Weber. Front Row: Haley Frazier, Allison Moore, 
Sydney Downy.

2nd Place – Oak Hill FFA L-R: Austin Campbell, Cameron Hendricks, 
AJ Meldick, Kord Conger, Michael Adkins, Derek McCarty. Absent 
from photo: Top Membership Signer Bailey Ward.

Lynchburg Lions honor L-C state FFA champs

submitted photo
The Lynchburg Lions Club held its monthly dinner meeting March 26 at the Lions Club Building. Special guests for the evening were 
members of the Lynchburg-Clay FFA Dairy Products Skills Team that won first place in a state FFA contest recently. The team will represent 
Ohio in the national contest later this year. The members discussed how the contest is conducted and all the skills and facts that must be 
known to compete. Pictured, from left, are Lion Janet Florance, Lion Bob Roth, FFA team members Kelsey Arnett and Makayla Creed, team 
coach Jo Heather Arnett, team member Kara Williams and Lion Jim Faust.

acute financial distress. 
“Every person who finds 
them food insecure 
within that category 
ought to have a pathway 
to opportunity,” Con-
away said.

“We can’t solve every 
problem known to man 
with this program, we’re 
not intending to. But we 
are trying to solve — for 
those folks who want to 
help themselves, get off 
that endless treadmill of 
poverty, and get on that 
on-ramp, we’re going to 
give them that helping 
hand up,” said Thomp-
son.

NFu opposes bill
The National Farmers 

Union (NFU) shared a 

news release April 25 
stating that NFU oppos-
es the draft bill. Accord-
ing to the release NFU 
board members and 
other state presidents 
voted against the bill 
and NFU stated “The 
House Farm Bill (H.R. 
2), as currently written, 
lacks the improvements 
needed to help farmers 
cope with continued low 
prices.”

The release quotes 
Ohio Farmers Union 
President Joe Logan: 
“We are very disap-
pointed that the House 
Ag Committee has 
turned a blind eye 
toward the urgent need 
of farmers for a strong 
safety net and likewise 
to the nutrition needs 
of America’s least fortu-
nate in both rural and 
urban communities.”

From page 7

Friction

Brown, Thune introduce new ARC legislation
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

– U.S. Sens. Sherrod 
Brown (D-OH) and John 
Thune (R-SD), members 
of the Senate Com-
mittee on Agriculture, 
Nutrition, and Forestry, 
unveiled on April 25 
bipartisan legislation 
they are advocating to 
be included in the 2018 
Farm Bill. The Agri-
culture Risk Coverage 
(ARC) Improvement and 
Innovation Act would 
improve the current ARC 
program by modifying 
the payment calcula-
tion and other parts of 
the program to improve 
its safety net potential. 
Currently, no similar 
legislative proposals to 
improve ARC have been 
introduced during the 
115th Congress.

By providing more 
equitable support prices 
that are reflective of 
the actual market value 
for all crops and using 
a 10-year market price 
average as a cap on refer-

ence prices, the Brown-
Thune bill would take an 
important step toward 
ensuring farm pro-
grams are more fiscally 
responsible for taxpay-
ers. The bill would also 
ensure that payments 
are not being made 
for base acres on land 
that is no longer being 
planted with commodity 
crops. Beginning farm-
ers would, for the first 
time since 2002, have a 
new opportunity, based 
on planting history, to 
become eligible for new 
or additional base acres 
on certain farms that 
were previously ineli-
gible or only eligible for 
limited commodity pro-
gram assistance.

“Ohio farmers need 
effective risk manage-
ment tools — particu-
larly when facing several 
years of low commod-
ity prices. It’s time we 
update the ARC program 
so that it better protects 
against both price and 

yield disasters,” said 
Brown. “The improve-
ments in this bill will 
better protect Ohio soy-
bean and corn growers 
from risks outside their 
control. This bipartisan 
bill builds on the reforms 
of the 2014 Farm Bill 
and is good for farmers 
and good for taxpayers.”

“Due to back-to-back 
years of low commodity 
prices, the ARC formula, 
in its current form, is no 
longer working as effec-
tively as it should for the 
more than 90 percent of 
South Dakota farmers 
who have successfully 
used ARC as a safety 
net option,” said Thune. 
“The common-sense 
changes we’ve proposed 
are necessary to help 
make ARC work to its 
full potential for the vast 
majority of corn and soy-
bean producers who are 
enrolled in the program 
around the country.”

“The Agriculture Risk 
Coverage Improvement 

and Innovation Act will 
make needed improve-
ments to the farm safety 
net, ensuring ARC can 
continue to be a reli-
able risk management 
program for farmers dur-
ing times of depressed 
prices,” said National 
Corn Growers Asso-
ciation President Kevin 
Skunes. “Based on the 
recommendation of the 
National Corn Growers 
Association (NCGA) 
grower-led Risk Manage-
ment Team, NCGA is 
pleased to endorse this 
legislation and looks for-
ward to working with the 
Senate Agriculture Com-
mittee on this measure.”

While ARC and the 
Price Loss Coverage 
(PLC) Program are both 
farm bill commodity crop 
safety net programs, 
PLC only calculates 
safety net assistance 
based on price. An effec-
tive ARC program is 
a critically important 
safety net component 

for producers in many 
states, as it provides 
coverage for both price 
and production losses for 
individuals or county-
wide losses, depending 
on whether “ARC indi-
vidual” or “ARC county” 
coverage is selected by 
the farmer.

The bill would accom-
plish the following:

· Use Thune’s previous-
ly introduced proposal 
(S. 1259) to calculate 
payments based on a 
county’s physical loca-
tion.

· Equalize the com-
modity title programs’ 
payment structure by 
capping reference prices 
at either their current 
level or no more than the 
10-year average price for 
a commodity.

· Adjust ARC to have 
a coverage level of 90 
percent instead of 86 
percent.

· Use a three-year aver-
age price with a 10-year 
average market price as a 

floor for calculating ARC 
payments.

· Use a crop insurance 
trend-adjusted yield fac-
tor to calculate the ARC 
benchmark yield.

· Use an 80 percent 
T-yield for substitute 
yields if historical yields 
are missing or lower 
than 80 percent (current

T-yield substitution 
factor is 70 percent).

· Continues to 
include the ARC indi-
vidual option, which was 
removed in the House 
farm bill.

· Include a quality 
adjustment factor that 
could be used to cal-
culate ARC wheat pay-
ments, when needed.

In 2011, Brown, 
Thune, Sen. Dick Durbin 
(D-IL.), and former Sen. 
Richard Lugar (R-IN.) 
introduced the Aggre-
gate Risk and Revenue 
Management Program, 
which was the frame-
work for the current 
ARC Program.
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The guide to  

quality goods  
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that fit your  

rural lifestyle!

BDK awards scholarships to Blanchester FFA members

Courtesy photos
Two graduating seniors who are members of the Blanchester High School FFA chapter were each 
awarded a $500 scholarship from BDK Feed & Supply at an annual school FFA banquet. In this photo, 
FFA member Audrey Heitzman, center, receives her scholarship. She plans to pursue a course of study 
to become a large animal veterinarian. From left are BDK co-owner Darrell Kingsland, Heitzman, and 
BDK co-owner Brenda Kingsland.

Blanchester FFA member Erin Wilson, center, receives a $500 scholarship from BDK Feed & Supply in 
Blanchester. From left are BDK co-owner Darrell Kingsland, Wilson, and BDK co-owner Brenda Kingsland.

By Taven Leach
Bradford FFa Chapter Reporter

BRADFORD — The 
2017-2018 Bradford-
UVCC FFA banquet was 
recently held and had 
an excellent turnout. 
Thanks to all of the 
people who attended 
this year, the banquet 
was a huge success for 
the officers who set it 
up.

A silent auction was 
held and provided a 
good boost to help FFA 
students go to FFA camp 
this June. Along with 
a great banquet came 
great food. Smoked 
pork prepared by Scott 
Helman was a huge hit 
among the attendees and 
sides were brought in by 
the rest of the members.

The retiring officer 

team was recognized, 
which included Sentinel 
Kegan Fair, President 

Hunter Beirise, 
Parliamentarian Jay 
Roberts, Vice President 

Wyatt Spangler, Student 
Advisor Drew Davison, 
Reporter Mercedes 

Smith, Secretary Brant 
Helmen, Historian 
Ashley Jones and 
Treasurer Gabe Gill.

The new officer team 
was installed, which 
includes President 
Mercedes Smith, Vice 
President Jay Roberts, 
Reporter Taven Leach, 
Secretary Justin Bryan 
and Treasurer Brandon 
Jones.

Honorary Chapter 
FFA degrees were 
awarded to Rogers Grain 
Inc. and Mrs. Wendy 
Ray for going above and 
beyond to support the 
FFA chapter. Thank you 
to each of them for their 
continued support.

Other awards given 
were Star Greenhand 
to Justin Bryan, Star 
Chapter Member to 
Brant Helman and 

Greenhand and Chapter 
FFA degrees were con-
ferred among members. 
Also recognized were 
those who participated 
in career development 
events.

The FFA would like 
to thank all of the staff 
members and FFA sup-
porters who have assist-
ed them this past year. 
They would also like to 
thank Millan Pozderac, 
Ohio FFA Association 
state vice president at 
large, for being the key-
note speaker. He gave a 
life lesson to all the FFA 
members. He provided 
an amazing speech about 
how success is a great 
thing to accomplish in 
life, but shouldn’t block 
us from just living to 
create happiness in our-
selves and others.

Bradford-UVCC FFA holds banquet

Provided photo
Members of the Bradford-uvCC FFA include: front row, left to right: Chris Lockhart, Brandon Jones, 
Ethan Saunders, Gabe Gill, Mercedes Smith, Ashlee Jones, Makayla Clark, Brant Helman, Jaiden 
Leistner; back row, left to right: Justin Bryan, Taven Leach, Milan Pozderac (Ohio FFA Association state 
vice president at large), Wyatt Spangler, Kegan Fair, Zachary Jones, Hunter Beireis, Jay Roberts, Drew 
Davidson, Nic Baumer (chapter advisor), Shelby Shafer.
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Mobile Farm Tire Service • New Tires
Automotive Accessories

We Keep You Rollin’ 
We keep you Farming

www.timstiresandaccessories.com

2133 Western Avenue - Chillicothe, Ohio 45601
(740) 773-TIRE (8473)

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8a.m.-6p.m.

REAL ESTATE & AUCTION Co. LLC
200 E. Emmitt Avenue • Waverly, Ohio 45690

740-947-7577 Office • tommy.brewster@ymail.com
740-357-0325 Cell • 740-947-7578 Fax

www.brewsterauctions.com

O
H

-7
00

45
78

4

Invest in something 
that lasts

1213 Cincinnati Ave.
Xenia, OH 45385

(937) 376-3344 
buckminnsdandd.com

Store Hours: M-F 9a-7p
Sat 9a-4p, Sun 11a-4p
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• Red Wings • Keen Utility 
• Birkenstock & More!

21 E. Main Street • Xenia, OH, 45385
 (937) 376-8156 • www.xeniashoe.com

Xenia’s Finest Shoe 
& Leather Repair

Xenia Shoe & Leather 
Xenia’s Finest Shoe Store

Shoe Store • Shoe Repair & Restoration 
Pedorthics • Zipper Repair
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OH-70046292

R.W. LOUDERBACK & SON
New Construction • Repair • Emergency Call

We Do Sewer Cleaning
*Complete Water Systems 

*Well Work  *Ceramic Tile Installation
900 Birch Rd. • Xenia, Ohio

(937) 347-5178
OH.State License #18426/small

www.2xeniaplumbing.com
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By Amanda Rockhold
arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com

EDITOR’S NOTE: This 
is the final installment 
in the 2017-18 series fol-
lowing a year in the life 
of a typical Ohio farm 
family. For the last year 
we followed the progress 
of the Delaware County 
farm family Stephanie 
and Zachary Taylor as 
they went through spring 
planting, the growing 
season, harvest and plan-
ning for the next year. 
This month: The heart of 
a farmer.

RADNOR — Not 
everyone has the heart 
to be a farmer, especially 
with so many factors play-
ing against you. However, 
Zachary Taylor of Taylor 
Farms finds a way to push 
through.

“You’re always chal-
lenged, doing what I do,” 
Taylor said. “Part of that 
is meeting the challenges 
and exceeding them. 
There’s odds everywhere 
you look, whether it’s 
weather, markets, or 
finances — and you just 
got to put your head 
down and push through 
it.”

After a year of follow-
ing the Taylor family 
through a typical year on 

the farm, planting season 
has come around again.

In March and April Tay-
lor readied all of the trac-
tors, planters and other 
machinery for planting. 
This year, they will plant 
less corn then last year, 
with the ratio at one-third 
corn and two-third soy-
beans.

“We had 150 more 
acres of corn [last year] 
than we’re going to have 
this year,” Taylor said. 
He added that they were 
fortunate to yield the crop 
they did for as late as they 
planted.

“If weather gets fit here 
next week, we can have 
planting wrapped up 
in 10 to 14 days, pretty 

easily, with no major 
hurdles,” Taylor said. 
“Get this crop off to a 
good start and hope to 
God that everything goes 
pretty smooth.”

Taylor finished hauling 
grain in early March, and 
now he is tending to his 
seed customers, who are 
ready to have seed deliv-
ered or are ready to pick 
it up. “It’s going to get 
real, real quick,” Taylor 
said, referring to his seed 
business.

The end of a hectic year
He described this past 

year as “hectic.”
“We had a lot of things 

against us last year,” 
Taylor said. One of the 
biggest challenges was 

machinery. Last spring 
Taylor was short a tractor 
and was waiting on the 
tractor to be delivered 
while other farmers had 
already started planting.

“It was warm, the 
ground was good. We 
were fit and ready and 
couldn’t go nowhere,” 
Taylor said. When they 
finally received the trac-
tor, it broke. They then 
readied another tractor, 
and it broke. “We were 
constantly just trying to 
keep stuff together.”

But that luckily turned 
out in their favor, as most 
farmers had to plant 
twice last spring.

“When everybody else 
was planting for the sec-
ond time, we were finish-
ing our first,” said Taylor.

A bountiful harvest
He said that the great-

est success from last year 
were yields.

“We had a harvest that 
we never thought that we 
were going to have when 
we finished planting on 
June 13,” Taylor said, 
explaining that they had 
a bountiful harvest. “If 
you’d told me on June 13 
of last year that we were 
going to shell 200 plus 
bushel corn and cut 55 
bushels (per acre) beans, 
I would have told you, 

you were full of it.”
Taylor said that for 

corn, this last harvest 
was the best they have 
ever had. He added that 
most of the soybeans 
were above average, too. 
He admits that the beans 
could have been better, 
but they were planted 
late.

However, prices weren’t 
great.

“John F. Kennedy said 
it years ago: the farmer’s 
the only one out there 
who buys everything at 
retail, sells everything at 
wholesale and then pays 
the trucking both ways,” 
said Taylor. “And he’s 
about right.”

The Taylor girls
Taylor’s 6-year-old 

daughter, Shelby, received 
her two show pigs in 
April, which she will 
take to open shows this 
summer. Her first official 
show with pigs was in 
Louisville last summer.

She has also partici-
pated in the county fair 
shows for three years 
now. In addition to her 
pigs, Shelby has a min-
iature Hereford cow and 
two goats. “She loves 
pigs. She likes helping me 
in the barn,” said Taylor.

Taylor’s wife, Stepha-
nie, has had a couple of 

4-H meetings and her 
group of Cloverbuds has 
grown this year. The Ohio 
4-H Cloverbud Program is 
for youth 5 to 8 years of 
age, of which Stephanie is 
a leader.

Taylor said that Stepha-
nie gardens every year 
and this year they have 
added a small greenhouse 
to the garden. The loca-
tion where she gardens 
is the same spot where 
Taylor’s great grandfather 
used to garden. Stephanie 
grows a wide variety of 
vegetables and already 
has pumpkins planted.

Life of a farmer
Although the Taylor’s 

had a successful harvest 
after a hectic year, he talk-
ed about what he would 
do if that wasn’t the case.

“There’s very few of us 
[farmers] out here who 
would continue to do 
this at a loss, just for the 
fun of it,” Taylor said. “I 
would like to think that 
if it came down to it and 
we had no money and I 
was losing money day by 
day, I’d still keep doing it. 
Maybe that’s called stu-
pidity, or maybe it’s called 
love.”

This summer, look for 
an update on the Zachary 
Taylor farm family.

End of a hectic year for the Taylor Farm

amanda Rockhold | Rural life Today
Zach Taylor unloading soybean seeds into a crate, getting them 
ready to be delivered to a customer.
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As a family owned and operated funeral home for more than 65 years, we understand the needs and challenges that arise 
when you are faced with the loss of a loved one. That’s why we’re here to help you through every decision and detail at this 

difficult time, honoring the memory of your loved one with a dignified and fitting tribute.

Avoid escalating costs with funeral pre-planning.
Contact us today to arrange your free, no-obligation consultation.

Reynolds-Smith Funeral Home
L. Eugene Smith & Son Funeral Home

Wilmington and New Vienna
937-382-2323  www.smithandsonfuneralhomes.com

Traditional Funerals | Non-Traditional Services | Cremation Choices | Advanced Planning | Personalization Options | Pet Cremation

A Heritage of Caring
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740-426-6683740-426-6683
9768 MILL-JEFF ROAD9768 MILL-JEFF ROAD9768 MILL-JEFF ROAD

JEFFERSONVILLE, OH 43128JEFFERSONVILLE, OH 43128JEFFERSONVILLE, OH 43128
www.bluegrassfarmsohio.comwww.bluegrassfarmsohio.com

Office Hours - 7am - 5pm

 Our mission is to help companies 
around the world create healthy, natural 

products of the highest quality.
2018 crop growers contracts available.

Proudly Supporting Our Local FFA!

NON-GMO = PREMIUM
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WE’VE GOT 
YOU COVERED.

OHIO ASPHALTIC 
LIMESTONE CORP.

LIMESTONE & AGRICULTURAL GROUND LIME

937-364-2191
8591 Mad River Rd. Hillsboro, OHOH-70046850
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Miami East Elementary goes ‘WILD’
submitted story

CASSTOWN — Stu-
dents from the Miami 
East-MVCTC FFA Chap-
ter had the tables turned 
for a day when they 
became teachers at Miami 
East Elementary School 
on April 20. Twenty-three 
second-year students 
enrolled in Plant and Ani-
mal Sciences were trained 
in Project WILD earlier in 
the month, then prepared 
20-minute lessons to edu-
cate kindergarten, first 
grade, and second grade 
students about wildlife 
and wildlife habitats.

The goal of Project 
WILD is to assist learn-
ers of any age in devel-
oping the awareness, 
knowledge, skills, and 
commitment to result 
in informed decisions, 
responsible behavior, and 
constructive actions con-
cerning wildlife and the 
environment upon which 
all life depends.

Linda Raterman of 
the Miami County Soil 
and Water Conservation 
District was responsible 
for the training and les-
son development the FFA 
members went through. 
According to Raterman, 
Project WILD is endorsed 

by the Ohio Department 
of Education (Divisions of 
Curriculum and Instruc-
tion and Professional 
Development), Ohio 
Department of Natural 
Resources and Ohio Wild-
life Federation, League of 
Ohio Sportsmen.

Ethin Bendickson, 
Kearsten Kirby, Kelsea 
Drake, Michael Bair, 
Saige Lacey and Kyle 

Baker played animal 
charades to teach about 
domesticated and wild 
animals with Jennifer 
McCuistion and Lauren 
Nosker’s classes.

“Quick Frozen Critters” 
was a fast, freeze-tag 
game to help learn about 
predators and prey. Eliza-
beth Bair, Josie Desautels 
and Anastasia Kilbourne 
really enjoyed teaching 

this game with Carmen 
Richter’s class.

Austin Ferryman, Brai-
lyn Tarcea, and Savannah 
Holzen played the “Thick-
et Game” with Preston 
Elifritz’s class. The game 
included a hide-and-go-
seek game to mimic how 
wild animals hide from 
their predators.

Luke Gilliland and 
Megan Honeyman shared 

a game called “How 
Many Bears Can Live 
In This Forest?” In this 
activity, Amanda Riley’s 
class learned about the 
carrying capacity of bear 
habitats.

In the game Color 
Crazy, Chloee Thomas, 

Blake Snyder, Daniel 
Baker, Madison Calvert 
and Blaine Brokschmidt 
taught Ashley Demmitt 
and Betsey Seger’s class 
about an animal’s ability 
to adapt to their environ-
ment through camou-
flage.

Provided photos
FFA member Anastasia Kilbourne ties on a bandana to the arm of 
a student from Carmen Richter’s first grade class. The students 
learned about predators versus prey in a game called Quick Frozen 
Critters.

Provided photos
FFA member Kelsea Drake, left, and Ethin Bendickson work with a student in Jennifer McCuistion’s 
first grade class in a game of animal charades. Students were asked to act out an animal and their 
classmates could name the animal then say if it was a domestic or wild animal.

BUILT TOUGH.
PRICED RIGHT.
SAVE BIG ON THE INDUSTRY’S 

LEADING COMPACT EQUIPMENT.

CALL US FOR A DEMO AND TRY 
A BOBCAT MACHINE ON YOUR OPERATION.

Authorized Bobcat Dealer

Bobcat Enterprises, Inc.
CINCINNATI | HILLIARD | REYNOLDSBURG | MT. ORAB

800.4BOBCAT | bobcat-ent.com
Parts. Service. Sales. Rental.
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  State Universe U.S.  Universe 

Item Quantity Rank 1 Rank 1
MARKET VALUE 
OF AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTS SOLD ($1,000) 
Total value of 
agricultural products sold 194,804 11 88 558 3,077 
Value of crops including 
nursery and greenhouse 101,728 33 88 638 3,072 
Value of livestock, poultry, 
and their products 93,076 6 88 512 3,076 
VALUE OF SALES BY 
COMMODITY GROUP ($1,000) 
Grains, oilseeds, dry beans, 
and dry peas 85,573 33 88 562 2,926 
Vegetables, melons, potatoes, 
and sweet potatoes 732 31 88 952 2,802 
Fruits, tree nuts, and berries 1,846 2 87 337 2,724 
Nursery, greenhouse, 
� oriculture, and sod 10,026 10 88 261 2,678 
Cut Christmas trees and short
 rotation woody crops 462 1 78 72 1,530 
Other crops and hay 3,089 15 88 952 3,049 
Poultry and eggs (D) 4 88 (D) 3,013 
Cattle and calves (D) (D) 88 (D) 3,056 
Milk from cows 7,764 34 85 578 2,038 
Hogs and pigs (D) 18 87 (D) 2,827 
Sheep, goats, wool, mohair, 
and milk 385 12 88 435 2,988 
Horses, ponies, mules, burros, 
and donkeys 818 15 88 316 3,011 
Aquaculture (D) 16 51 (D) 1,366 
Other animals and other 
animal products 143 31 88 912 2,924 
TOP CROP ITEMS (acres) 
Soybeans for beans 60,544 38 87 513 2,162 
Corn for grain 59,092 31 87 541 2,638 
Forage-land used for all hay and haylage,
grass silage and greenchop 22,738 15 88 847 3,057 
Wheat for grain, all 4,330 38 87 1,045 2,537 
Winter wheat for grain 4,330 38 87 968 2,480 
TOP LIVESTOCK 
INVENTORY ITEMS (number) 
Layers (D) 4 88 (D) 3,040 
Pullets for laying � ock replacement (D) 2 87 (D) 2,637 
Cattle and calves 21,613 14 88 1,274 3,063 
Hogs and pigs 20,003 28 88 494 2,889 
Sheep and lambs 2,618 11 88 347 2,897 

Other County Highlights, 2012 
Economic Characteristics Quantity 
Farms by value of sales:
Less than $1,000 ......................................................................................................................... 340 
$1,000 to $2,499 ......................................................................................................................... 203 
$2,500 to $4,999 ......................................................................................................................... 199 
5,000 to $9,999 ............................................................................................................................ 196 
$10,000 to $19,999 140 
$20,000 to $24,999........................................................................................................................41 
$25,000 to $39,999........................................................................................................................71 
$40,000 to $49,999........................................................................................................................31 
$50,000 to $99,999........................................................................................................................84 
$100,000 to $249,999 ...................................................................................................................89 
$250,000 to $499,999 ...................................................................................................................34 
$500,000 or more ..........................................................................................................................56 

Total farm production expenses ($1,000) ..................................................................163,849 
Average per farm ($) ..........................................................................................................110,410 
Net cash farm income of operation ($1,000) .............................................................. 40,258 
Average per farm ($) ............................................................................................................ 27,128 

Operator Characteristics Quantity 
Principal operators by primary occupation:
Farming ................................................................................................................................................... 591 
Other ........................................................................................................................................................ 893 
Principal operators by sex:
Male .......................................................................................................................................................1,216 
Female ..................................................................................................................................................... 268 
Average age of principal operator (years) ................................................................................. 58.5 
All operators by race(2): ............................................................................................................................
Asian .............................................................................................................................................................. 4 
Black or African American ..................................................................................................................... 2 
White .....................................................................................................................................................2,225 
More than one race ................................................................................................................................. 9 
All operators of Spanish, Hispanic, or Latino Origin(2) .............................................................15 

See “Census of Agriculture, Volume 1, Geographic Area Series” for complete footnotes, explanations, 
de� nitions, and methodology.
1= Universe is number of counties in state or U.S. with the item.
2= Data collected for maximum of three operators per farm

AGRICULTURE SNAPSHOTAGRICULTURE SNAPSHOT
Licking County

2012 CENSUS OF
AGRICULTURE
County Pro� le

 2012 2007 % change

Number of Farms ............................. 1,484 ..........................1,427 ............................. +4%

Land in Farms .................................... 224,015 acres ...........225,792 acres................-1%

Average Size of Farm ...................... 151 acres ...................158 acres .......................-4%

Market Value of Products Sold ... $194,804,000 ...........$155,695,000 ............ +25%

Crop Sales ....................... $101,728,000 ...........(52 percent)

Livestock Sales .............. $93,076,000 ..............(48 percent)

Average Per Farm ......... $131,270 ...................$109,107 .................... +20%

Government Payments .................. $2,331,000 ................$3,738,000 .................. -38%

Average Per Farm Receiving Payments .........................$6,151 ............$8,325*-26%

0	  

50	  

100	  

150	  

200	  

250	  

300	  

1	  to	  9	   10	  to	  49	   50	  to	  179	   180	  to	  499	   500	  to	  999	   1,000+	  

Fa
rm

s	  

Acres/Farm	  

Farms	  by	  Size	  

Cropland	  
89%	  

Other	  Uses	  
11%	  

Land	  in	  Farms	  
by	  Type	  of	  Land	  

FA
RM

S

ACRES
1-9 10-49 50-179 180-499 500-999 1,000+

Woodland
12.2%

Cropland
72.0%

0

400

300

200

100

500

600

Pastureland
10.4%

Other Uses
5.4%

Licking County  – Ohio 

Ranked items among the 88 state counties and 3,079 U.S. counties, 2012 


