
By Alayna DeMartini
OSU Extension

COLUMBUS — Ner-
vous about the dramat-
ic drop in milk prices, 
Ohio’s dairy farmers 
are leaving the business 
at a higher than usual 
rate.

Every year, some 
farmers retire and 
give up their dairy 
licenses, but there’s 
been an uptick recently. 
In March 2018, there 
were 2,253 licensed 
dairy farms in Ohio – a 
drop of 59 farms in five 
months.

“Farmers are decid-
ing they can no longer 
dig any deeper into 
their equity to pay for 
what I call ‘the privilege 
of milking cows,’ ” said 
Dianne Shoemaker, 
Ohio State University 
Extension field special-
ist in dairy production 
economics. OSU Exten-
sion is the outreach 
arm of The Ohio State 
University’s College 
of Food, Agricultural 
and Environmental Sci-
ences (CFAES).

Profits for milk are 
low because the price 
that dairy farmers get 
paid for their milk has 
dipped in recent years. 
In 2014, dairy farmers 
nationwide basked in 
high prices. Worldwide 
demand was high, and 
the number of cows 
producing milk was 
comparatively low. 
Since then, milk prices 
have been steadily slid-
ing, as have dairy farm-
ers’ profits.

Milk prices in 2014 
averaged $23.16 per 
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Three in Ag Hall of FameOhio 
dairy 
farm 
numbers 
falling

GLANDORF — 
The newly formed 
Putnam County 
Agriculture Hall of 
Fame has inducted 
Richard A. Unver-
ferth (posthumous-
ly) of Kalida, Law-
rence A. Holl (post-
humously) of Leipsic, and 
Sylvester Liebrecht, Jr. 
of Continental as its first 
members. The recipients 
were honored during the 
Farmers Share Breakfast 
on Saturday, April 14, 
for their dedication and 
significant contributions 
to the field of agriculture 
locally, nationally and 
internationally.

The Hall of Fame 
recognizes outstanding 
contributions of individu-
als involved in agriculture 
throughout their life in 
Putnam County.

Richard A. Unverferth
Growing up on the fam-

ily farm just outside Kal-
ida, Richard Unverferth 
learned early in life that 
farming was ever-evolving. 
He and his father were 
noted for creative innova-
tions that made equip-
ment more efficient.

Richard was raised in 
Kalida on a family farm 
that produced sugar beets, 
tomatoes, corn, soybeans 
and wheat. He served in 
the Navy during World 
War II and returned home 
to found Unverferth 
Manufacturing, an inter-
national manufacturer of 
innovative farm equip-
ment located in Kalida, 
Ohio. Richard’s vision was 
to provide others with 
products to make their 
farms more efficient and 
profitable. Virtually every 
farm in America has at 
least one piece of equip-
ment manufactured by 
Unverferth Manufactur-
ing.

Richard was actively 
involved in the agricul-
ture industry serving as a 
member and President of 
the Farm Equipment Man-
ufacturers Association and 
as a board member for 
Buckeye Sugar. Locally, 
he was an active member 
of St. Michael’s Church, 
the Kalida Volunteer Fire 

Department, and a 
founding member 
of Kalida Lion’s 
Club. Richard was 
a humble man and 
a benefactor to 
numerous organiza-
tions and causes, 
including Putnam 

County YMCA, Kalida 
schools, Ohio State Uni-
versity, among others. 
Richard passed away on 
Feb. 24, 2004.

The father-son part-
ners began Unverferth 
Manufacturing Company 
in 1948 with the goal of 
helping their neighbor-
ing farmers become more 
efficient. That vision cre-
ated a company that has 
grown from manufactur-
ing simple, yet effective 
and innovative attach-
ments in the early years 
to today’s current line of 
implements that increase 
productivity in a variety of 
farming tasks. Those Put-
nam County “neighbors” 
today stretch across North 
America and internation-
ally.

“On behalf of the entire 
Unverferth family and the 
many dedicated cowork-
ers, past and present, 
we greatly appreciate 
the recognition of Dad’s 
deep commitment to 
agriculture, business 
and community involve-
ment in Putnam County,” 
says Larry Unverferth, 
president. “Thank you to 
the Putnam County Hall 
of Fame Committee for 
selecting him as one of the 
first to receive this tribute. 
He would have been very 
humbled and appreciative 
of this honor.”

Lawrence A. Holl
Lawrence was born in 

Lakewood and resided in 
Leipsic for 43 years. He 
spent 22 years conducting 
agricultural research with 
tomatoes and pumpkins 
with Libby, McNeil & 
Libby (Nestle) in Leipsic. 
Lawrence was instrumen-
tal in developing what is 
known as the “harvester 
tomato.” Lawrence also 
promoted the exchange 
of his knowledge and 
ideas across the US, and 
in France, Mexico, Puerto 

Rico and Cuba.
Lawrence served his 

community and industry 
as the director of the Ohio 
Food Processors as well 
as a support committee 
member for the Ohio 
Agriculture Research and 
Development Center in 
Wooster. Locally, he orga-
nized the Leipsic Arbor 
Program and was an active 
member of the Men’s 
Garden Club of America, 
Leipsic Village Council, 
Leipsic Commercial Club, 
Leipsic Kiwanis, Leipsic 
Chamber of Commerce 
and Leipsic Methodist 
Church. Lawrence passed 
away on April 8, 2003.

Sylvester Liebrecht, Jr.
Sylvester Liebrecht, 

Jr. resides in Continen-
tal, Ohio and has been a 
life-long Putnam County 
resident for 73 years. 
He designed and built 
new, heavy-duty and 
cost-efficient drainage 
equipment including the 
Tile Plow and the Water-
way Ditcher, two go-to 
machines used in drain-
age projects around the 
world. Sylvester’s equip-
ment can be found across 
the United States, and 
in Canada, Mexico, the 
United Kingdom, Lithu-
ania, Australia, Brazil, 
and other locations.

Locally, Sylvester is 
a Defiance and Putnam 
County Soil and Water 
Conservation District 
Affiliate Member. In 
2000, he was awarded 
the Farm Industry News 
FinOvation Award. He 
is also a member of 
St. Michael’s Catholic 
Church, the Kalida 
Knights of Columbus, 
and a former member 
of St. Isidore Catholic 
Church.

Congratulations to 
each of these deserving 
individuals! A permanent 
plaque honoring the Put-
nam County Agriculture 
Hall of Fame members 
will soon be on display 
at the Putnam County 
Courthouse. Biographies 
and additional informa-
tion will be accessible 

Brown urges 
to continue  
conservation

WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Senator Sher-
rod Brown (D-OH) urged U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) Secretary Sonny Perdue 
to continue investing in conservation programs 
that allow farmers to prevent runoff and protect 
water quality in the Western Lake Erie Basin.

During a hearing for the Senate Agriculture 
Committee April 24, Brown condemned propos-
als in the House to slash conservation funding 
by nearly $1 billion in the next Farm Bill. Brown 
told Perdue the USDA cannot walk away from 
the programs farmers are using to improve 
water quality across Western Ohio. Brown also 
urged the Secretary to extend a three-year, $41 
million program that Brown helped create in 
2016 that aims to protect Lake Erie from harm-
ful algal blooms.

“Investing in the conservation programs that 
help producers prevent runoff is good for farm-
ers, it’s good for taxpayers, and it’s good for our 
environment,” said Brown. “By making sure we 
have the federal resources to tackle runoff and 
pollution, we can better ensure that Lake Erie 
and its tributaries remain viable resources for 
Ohio businesses and residents.”

Senator Brown has been working to support 
farmers and protect the water quality of Lake 
Erie by helping producers reduce runoff. Last 
month, Brown introduced bipartisan legislation 
called the Give Our Resources the Opportunity 
to Work (GROW) Act with Senators Joni Ernst 
(R-IA), Chuck Grassley (R-IA), and Bob Casey 
(D-PA), which would refocus federal invest-
ments to improve water quality and soil health, 
while also maintaining profitable farmland.

Brown said these efforts would improve fed-
eral conservation programs and better support 
local farmers by reforming the three largest 
conservation funding programs to protect water-
ways while expanding access to quality farm-
land. With farmland playing such an important 
role in both Ohio’s economy and environment, 
Brown said it is important that farmers have the 
resources they need to protect local waterways 
while continuing to farm their land.

The GROW Act would do the following:
· Create a new Clean Lakes, Estuaries, and 

Rivers (CLEAR) program to better promote 
water quality. This prioritizes enrolling lands 
in the Conservation Reserve Program that will 
best prevent runoff and protect water quality.

· Reserve funding within the Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) for conser-
vation practices that protect drinking water.

· Makes prime farmland ineligible for the 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP).

· Makes a number of improvements to the 
Conservation Stewardship Program to make 
the program more user-friendly for farmers.

Brown is helping write the 2018 Farm Bill. In 
2014, Brown was part of the Farm Bill Confer-
ence Committee that successfully negotiated 
a five-year farm bill. Brown is currently par-
ticipating in hearings being held in the Senate 

Major dairy company 
cutting farm 
contacts this month

Unverferth
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If you want to share a treasure from your farm, email a photo and information to gbrock@civitasmedia.com 
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Corn Planter
Pictured is a Keystone corn planter, circa 1875. This unit planted corn in hills and 
hillsides and was usually operated by a small boy sitting in front of the driver. The 

seed drop was run by hand. This planter is on display at the Agriculture Museum on 
the grounds of the OSU Molly Caren Agriculture Center in London, Madison County.
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This story actually got 
its start last summer. The 
little building with the 
three holes in it became 
off limits to man and 
beast. A small group of 
hornets decided to take 
up residence in the upper 
northeast corner of the 
outhouse. After chasing 
out big brother rather 
unceremoniously one day, 
they simply took over the 
facility for their own little 
building project.

For the rest of the sum-
mer and fall, I would ever 
so slowly creep up to the 
outhouse door, lift the 
latch every so slowly, and 
by opening the door ever 

so slowly, peek in at the 
progress of the condo-
minium that the hornets 
were constructing since 
the last time. I couldn’t 
open the door too far; I 
had made that mistake 
just one time, and found 
that I could run and swat 
at hornets with my hat at 
the same time — multi-
tasking at its very best, 
something my favorite 
mother-in-law didn’t even 
think I could do. The hor-
nets even tried to open 
a branch condo inside of 
the pump cover at the gas 
pump, which the can of 
starting fluid promptly 
took care of.

When winter 
finally arrived, all of 
us who had looked 
marveled at the 
size of the hornet’s 
nest. It was HUGE! 
Almost three feet 
in height, over a foot in 
diameter at the top, the 
nest tapered down to a 
point at the bottom. It 
was truly a hornet condo-
minium on the penthouse 
level. It covered almost 
the entire corner of the 
outhouse. At Christmas 
time, even my wife got 
into the act, by wonder-
ing where the hornets 
had gone for the winter.

The issue of what to 

do with the hornet 
condo was debated 
off and on for 
nearly two months. 
Scrolling through 
Craigslist one eve-
ning, I saw a much 

smaller hornet nest for 
sale for $200 — don’t 
know if it came with or 
without hornets, and I 
never knew if the guy 
even sold it or not, but 
my lovely wife then got 
the idea from HGTV that 
our hornet nest would 
make a nice decoration 
for the inside of our 
house.

Having been chased 
once by the hornets of 

the hornet condo, I had 
no desire to repeat that 
performance again and 
again within the con-
fines of my own house, 
regardless of what got 
sprayed on the nest to 
seal it. I had witnessed 
the construction habits 
of this tribe, and they 
were good. That idea got 
scuttled very quickly.

The end of the line for 
the hornet condo of the 
outhouse subdivision 
came rather quickly. On 
a vacation week from 
work for big brother, the 
outside temperature in 
the teens, the burn bar-
rel had been ignited with 

sticks that had fallen into 
the yard.

An empty seed bag was 
retrieved, the hornet nest 
dis-attached from the wall 
into the bag, the bag tied 
shut with baler twine, 
and presto, instant hornet 
heaven courtesy of the 
burn barrel. The outhouse 
is now open again for 
business.

I sincerely hope none 
of the hornets were on 
vacation at the time, and 
now have to come home 
to an empty outhouse. No 
rebuilds will be allowed… 
the outhouse is open 
again. Another part of life 
on the farm.

Tales From the Farm: ‘The Outhouse is Open…Again’

URBANA — 
Food. I don’t have 
much of a farming 
background, but 
I certainly enjoy 
food. We need it 
to survive and many of 
us plan our days and 
events around delectable 
platters — weddings, 
dinners, get-togethers, 
and so on. But how often 
to we think about the 
source?

When I go to the 
store, colorful options 
stacked high and wide 
fill me with an ease, 
a comfort that I have 
so many options from 
which to choose. I don’t 
have to scavenge or hunt 
for my dinner; it’s right 
there, placed orderly and 
priced affordably, just 
for me.

Just for me. I pick out 
a roast or an apple with 
a thoughtless satisfac-
tion. I rummage through 

the avocados to 
find just the right 
one for my guaca-
mole, without a 
care in the world. 
I don’t have to 

think about, right?
I teeter on the side of 

caution.
I’ve been writing for 

Rural Life Today for 
about five months now, 
learning every day that 
food does not simply 
come from a shelf. I’ve 
visited several farms and 
attended multiple agri-
cultural events, speeches 
and discussions. The 
most significant aspect 
I’ve gained from talking 
with those in the agricul-
ture industry is a more 
mindful appreciation for 
our food and our farm-
ers.

Farming and raising 
livestock is an important 
and complicated process. 
And when I sit down 

for a meal, I’m at the 
end of that process. The 
average consumer may 
never know the intricate 
knowledge of what it 
takes to produce healthy 
and affordable food for 
the world — but we 
shouldn’t allow ourselves 
to walk blindly through 
the grocery aisles, grab-
bing items as if it’s as 
simple as that.

Think and consider. 
That’s what I will do as 
I continue my journey 
with Rural Life Today, 
hoping to tell the story 
of our food system and 
those within it.

I have a vivid memory 
of when I was in college, 
my golf coach in the 
driver’s seat of our team 
van. I was in the pas-
senger’s seat, watching 
the slow-moving tractor 

Appreciating food and farmers
URBANA — 

Because of my 
advanced certifica-
tion in Theriogenol-
ogy (reproduc-
tion), books I have 
authored and experi-
ences, I occasionally am 
retained to evaluate and 
testify in litigation cases 
regarding animals. While 
generally these cases are 
large animal livestock 
cases, I occasionally 
accept a small animal 
case that appears fairly 
straight forward. Such 
was the case with Chung 
Yun Bi. In hindsight I 
accepted this case but it 
soon became apparent it 
didn’t meet my criteria. 
I have wondered what I 
was thinking that day.

I first became acquaint-
ed after she called me 
from California late one 
afternoon. I could barely 
understand her because 
of a heavy accent. Origi-
nally I thought she was 
Vietnamese but ultimately 
learned she was Chinese. 
The story was about her 
cat, Fluffy, who had died 
while under the care of 
the staff veterinarians at a 
veterinary hospital. I rec-
ognized the name of the 
hospital and the lead vet-
erinarian as he had very 
high profile in veterinary 
circles on the west coast.

As I interviewed 
her I learned that 
there were actually 
three veterinarians 
from different vet-
erinary hospitals 

she was seeking to sue. 
She had been very spe-
cific about Fluffy’s care 
although she was not spe-
cific about what she fed 
her cat.

I told Chung Yun Bi 
that for my retainer fee 
I would read through 
the medical records and 
give her an oral report 
on the medical care of 
Fluffy. She immediately 
started complaining she 
couldn’t afford my fees. 
I knew even though she 
complained that my 
retainer probably wasn’t 
much more than she had 
paid for the high profile 
veterinarians who treated 
Fluffy. Finally after much 
harangue from Chung Yun 
Bi, I agreed to read and 
evaluate the records for 
about half my usual fee.

I asked her, “Do you 
have an attorney?” I 
learned a long time ago 
that an attorney is usu-
ally the key person to 
discuss the case for the 
legal aspects. In addition 
the attorney often will act 
as a buffer between me 
and the client, especially 
on small animal cases 

because these animal 
owners are much more 
involved emotionally. 
They often are difficult to 
interview about their ani-
mal in any case that “had 
went south.” Chun Yun Bi 
answered, “No, I do not.”

I told her, I would dis-
cuss the case with her 
after my evaluation of the 
records but it was impor-
tant for me to work with 
her through an attorney. 
In this case I had great 
difficulty understanding 
her plus it seemed she 
would be very high main-
tenance.

She sent me the medical 
records plus a check for 
the negotiated retainer.

I read through the 
100 pages of records. It 
was apparent that Fluffy 
had several major health 
issues including kidney 
failure, suspected liver 
cancer or possibly cirrho-
sis, a chronic long-term 
gastrointestinal disease, 
sinusitis and diabetes 
– not the least of which 
the cat was a 17-year-old 
spayed female.

Cats with excellent care 
often live to be 20 years 
old but this cat had had 
too many health issues 
to expect that - even if it 
did have nine lives. It was 

An invitation from Judge Judy
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 • Steel Main and Endwall Frames
 • All-Steel Sliding Doors
 • #1 Yellow Pine,
    2x6 Secondary Framing
 • Commercial-Grade 
    Overhead Doors
 • Concrete Foundations

 BUILDINGS

  Plan for the Future

 “Built to Last”  Plan for Profitability

 • Exclusive, patented anchor brackets
    Work as short stiffeners for plenum.
 • Inner door has easy to open latches. 
    Door lays flat against wall when open.
 • Large manhole lays flat when open.
    Will not collect water and bees wings.

 ELGIN
 800-758-0307

 PIONEER
 419-485-8593

 ELGIN SERVICE CENTER
 “Your Full-Time, Full-Service, Grain Equipment Center”

GRAND GARAGES
POLE BUILDINGS & 
STORAGE SHEDS

FEATURING QUALITY CUSTOM-BUILT GARAGES AT BELOW PREFAB PRICES

WE CHALLENGE YOU
TO COMPARE OUR QUALITY AND PRICES WITH ANYONE!!!
All things being equal - We won’t be undersold!!

www.ohiogaragebuilders.com - 1-800-398-2154
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Ohio's 
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chugging along, a train 
of cars behind it.

“Ugh. Maybe tractors 
should only be allowed 
to drive on the roads at 
night,” I said.

My golf coach said 
very sternly that those 
tractors and the farmers 
in them produce the food 
we eat. I felt my cheeks 
grow warm, knowing I 
offended her and that my 
comment was thought-
less. I found out later 
that her husband was a 

farmer.
As I sit in front of my 

computer, writing to you 
about the importance of 
agriculture, farmers and 
ranchers are out there 
living it, breathing it, 
day and night, for hours 
on end.

So tomorrow morning 
when you wake up and 
inhale the scent of brew-
ing coffee, pour yourself 
a cup, walk outside and 
consider the earth from 
which it came.

amanda Rockhold is the staff 
writer for Rural life Today and 
can be reached at arockhold@
aimmediamidwest.com or at 740-
852-1616, extension 1617.

From page 2

Food

also apparent that Chung 
Yun Bi was an extremely 
difficult client. From the 
hospital records, it was 
apparent while her cat 
was hospitalized. She 
often called the clinic 
eight times a day. She 
also spent hours at the 
hospital visiting Fluffy 
on her days off from 
work. Frequently she 
appeared to be petulant 
and demanding with 
the clinic staff. She was 
banned from calling the 
clinic. When she wanted 
to check on her cat, she 
had to contact the vet-
erinarian by e-mail. That 
did seem a little over the 
top but it was apparent 
there were difficult issues 
in communicating with 
Chung Yun Bi. Apparently 
she had been banished 
from that clinic prior to 
taking her cat to another 
specialty clinic.

Her attorney e-mailed 
me for an appointment 
to discuss Chung Yun 
Bi and her cat. From 
her conversation during 

our conference call, she 
was obviously an animal 
lover. She and I immedi-
ately communicated well 
together as we discussed 
Fluffy’s case.

The rubber was about 
to hit the road. The attor-
ney asked, “What do you 
think? Are those vets 
guilty of malpractice?”

“No, the records don’t 
appear to validate Chung 
Yun Bi’s claim.” I didn’t 
mince words. “She was a 
very difficult client that 
listened poorly to instruc-
tions when Fluffy went 
home. In addition she 

was very disruptive from 
the number of calls she 
made to each of the clin-
ics when they cared for 
Fluffy.” I also suggested, 
“If anything the veteri-
narians might be guilty 
was a lack of compassion 
for Chung Yun Bi during 
her rants about Fluffy’s 
medical crisis.”

This appeared to be the 
end of the case but little 
did I know. Chung Yun Bi 
called me the following 
day requesting her money 
back. I told her my fee 
was for reading the medi-
cal records and giving her 

an oral report.
A few weeks later a 

process server arrived 
on my doorstep with a 
subpoena to appear in 
California state court in 
Los Angeles. I handed 
the subpoena back to the 
process server because 
California state court 
has no jurisdiction in 
Ohio. Over the next cou-
ple of weeks, two more 
process servers appeared 

on my doorstep. Each 
time I refused to be 
served because of a lack 
of jurisdiction.

I didn’t hear more 
from Chung Yun Bi until 
receiving a letter from 
Judge Judy. Her Honor 
offered to pay for my 
trip to California includ-
ing air fare, hotel room, 
meals and $250 if I 
agreed to appear in The 
People’s Court. In addi-

tion if I lost, Judge Judy 
would pay my judgment! 
What a deal! But, I didn’t 
go.

The last act that Chung 
Yun Bi has done is to put 
my name on a website 
called “Truthfinders.” 
Each week it sends a 
notice to click on the site 
if the reader wishes to 
learn about my criminal 
past – all over a cat that 
had used up its nine lives.

From page 2

Judy

Agriculture Committee 
on the 2018 Farm Bill.

Brown and his office 
are also hosting a series 
of ongoing roundtable 
discussions with Ohio 
farmers and stakeholders 
to discuss their priori-
ties for the 2018 Farm 
Bill.

Brown is also working 

again with his colleague 
Sen. Rob Portman 
(R-OH) and the Ohio 
Congressional delegation 
to restore funding to the 
Great Lakes Restoration 
Initiative (GLRI). Brown 
and Portman helped 
ensure the government 
funding measure passed 
last year, included $300 
million for GLRI for the 
remainder of the fis-
cal year, battling back 
reported attempts to cut 
the GLRI by $50 million.

From page 1

Urges

on the Putnam County extension website at www.
putnam.osu.edu.

For additional information, please call the Putnam 
County Extension office for assistance at 419-523-
6294, by email at Scheckelhoff.11@osu.edu or stop 
in at 1206 East Second Street in Ottawa. You can also 
find us on Facebook by searching for OSU Extension 
Putnam County.

From page 1

Named 100 pounds. So far 
this year the average 
is $14.43, a 38 percent 
drop. The supply of 
milk is outstripping the 
demand, by far, which 
is driving down the 
price.

“There’s just so much 
excess milk right now, 
and it looks like that’s 
going to continue to be 
the case for a while,” 
Shoemaker said.

In Wayne County, the 
state’s top dairy county, 
Rory Lewandowski, 
the county’s OSU 
Extension educator, is 
increasingly hearing 
about farmers selling 
their farms or their 
cows. And others are 
seeking out bank loans 
to continue operating.

“Nobody is 
doing really well 
in this situation,” 
Lewandowski said. 
“Definitely people are 
depressed.”

Some of the dairies 
in Mercer County that 
recently closed did 
so because making 
more of a profit would 

have required them 
to expand, purchase 
new buildings and 
modernize their 
milking equipment. 
The investment was too 
great a risk given the 
low prices, said Dennis 
Riethman, an OSU 
Extension educator in 
Mercer County. About a 
half dozen farms in that 
county recently closed.

“And I anticipate 
there will be more 
within the next year,” 
Riethman said.

Some Ohio dairy 
farmers are having to 
seek out new markets 
because Dean Foods, 
the second largest dairy 
company in the United 
States, has announced 
that beginning May 31, 
it will cut its contracts 
with 100 independent 
conventional dairy 
farmers in Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, New 
York, Indiana, 
Kentucky, Tennessee, 
North Carolina and 
South Carolina.

Also, milk 
cooperatives as well 
as independent milk 
processors have sent 
out letters in the past 
two years dropping 

some dairy farmers due 
to low demand and an 
oversupply of milk on 
the market, Shoemaker 
said. Previously, 
farmers typically were 
only dropped from 
cooperatives when they 
produced poor quality 
milk.

Dairy farmers no 
longer receive a bump 
up in pay for producing 
more milk in the fall, 
when the demand is 
typically highest and 
production lowest, 
Shoemaker said.

Once a farmer leaves 
the dairy business, it’s 
not necessarily easy to 
get back in when the 
price of milk improves, 
Shoemaker said. That’s 
because the farmer 
has spent years, even 
decades, developing 
a productive herd of 
cows and replacement 
heifers, so if they are 
sold off, it can take just 
as long to get started 
again, she said.

Or if a farmer sells off 
the milking herd and 
keeps the replacement 
heifers, there’s no 
income.

“And you’ve got all 
these mouths to feed. 

That’s not usually an 
attractive option,” 
Shoemaker said.

Dairy farmers can 
consider other ventures 
to make money on the 
farm, but the switch typi-
cally is not easy. A farm-
er raising field crops for 
a living needs to plant 
1,000 to 2,000 acres 
to earn enough to rely 
solely on that income, 
and with low prices for 
corn and soybeans, that’s 
especially tough.

While organic milk 
and other products have 
gained in popularity in 
recent years and typi-
cally offer higher profits 
than traditional milk, 
the organic milk coop-
eratives that take on the 
independent milk sup-
pliers have no openings 
right now, Shoemaker 
pointed out.

Like the price of any-
thing, what goes down 
must come back up – at 
some point. Demand 
for milk will increase. 
Or supply will decrease. 
Or a combination of the 
two.

“But,” Shoemaker 
said, “we’ve been waiting 
three years for that to 
happen.”

From page 1

Falling

LEXINGTON — Ohio 
State University Mor-
row County Extension 
will host a BQA Train-
ing session including 
a hands-on chute side 
clinic on Saturday, June 

9, at C.A.B.B. Farms, 
8888 SR 314. Lexing-
ton.

Registration for the 
hands-on chute side 
clinic begins at 9:30 
a.m., with training start-

ing at 10 a.m. There will 
be lunch at noon. From 
1 to 4 p.m. the Eastern 
Aberdeen Association 
will cover proper ear 
tagging, tattooing and 
record keeping for pure-

bred cattle.
Those interested in 

the clinic and training 
sessions should RSVP to 
OSU Extension at 419-
947-1070 or Jagger.6@
osu.edu by May 31.

Cattle training session planned
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• Boundary Surveying 
• FEMA Flood Plain 

Analysis
• ALTA/ASCM Land Title 

Survey 
• Mortgage Location 

Survey

• Lot Splits
• Topographic Survey
• Construction Staking/

Layout
• Easement Preparation 
• As Built Surveys
• Lot Survey/Plot Plan

419-236-3768 • Kyle J. Binkley, P.S.
www.binkleylandsurveying.com

Binkley Land Surveying, LLC
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By Mecaylah Hesse
Parkway FFa Reporter

ROCKFORD — The 
Parkway FFA in Mercer 
County held its 89th 
annual FFA banquet in 
April.

The program began 
by members and guests 
enjoying a meal prepared 
by Parkway’s cafeteria 
staff. After topping off the 
meal with desserts donat-
ed by members, Rachel 

Barrett continued the pro-
gram with a slideshow of 
the previous year’s memo-
ries of the FFA.

Dr. Melinda Homan, 
former Parkway FFA 
president and current 
veterinarian at Celina 
Animal Hospital, shared 
her story of how FFA has 
helped her and her career 
be more successful. Fol-
lowing the guest speaker 
was the awarding of 
achievement awards.

Greenhand Degrees 
went to all first year 
members who met their 
requirements for the 
year. Chapter Degrees 
were awarded to all 
second year members. 
Fruit Sale Awards went 
to the top five members 
who sold the most fruit 
in Parkway’s annual fruit 
sales. Chapter Scholar-
ship Awards were given 
to all members who were 
on honor roll two out 

of three quarters of the 
2017-2018 school year.

The Honorary Chap-
ter FFA Degree was 
awarded to A&A Green-
house for their generous 
donations and assistance 
with the annual FFA 
mum sales. The National 
Chorus Award was given 
to Shay Bolton for her 
participation in the 
National FFA Choir in 
October. The State FFA 
Chorus Award was also 
awarded to Shay Bolton 
who will participate in 
the FFA Choir at the 
upcoming State FFA 
Convention.

The State Band Award 
was awarded to Kiersten 
Roehm and Samantha 
Noll for their future 
participation in the FFA 
Band at the upcoming 
State FFA Convention. 
Laura Barrett, Noah 
Stephenson, and Chanel 
Walls were each awarded 
their State Degrees 
while Margaret Houts 
was awarded her Ameri-
can Degree.

The following awards 
were given to a member 
from each grade who 
went above and beyond 
for the chapter even 
though they weren’t 

required to: Star Green-
hand Degree was award-
ed to Clara Hellwarth, 
Star Chapter Degree was 
given to Violet Taylor 
and Sophia Miller, Star 
3-Year Degree went to 
Jared Anderson, and 
Star 4-Year Degree was 
awarded to President 
Chanel Walls. After the 
last award was given, the 
2018-2019 school year’s 
officers were announced.

To finish off the night, 
President Chanel Walls 
delivered her retiring 
address about how the 
FFA has shaped her into 
the person she is today.

Parkway FFA holds annual banquet

Star chapter degrees (left to right) Chanel Walls, Sophia Miller, Jared Anderson, Clara Hellwarth, and 
Violet Taylor.

Submitted Photos
Fruit sale winners (left to right) Bryce Mihm, Shay Bolton, Corey Walls, Haylee Stukey, and Abigail Browning.

Honorary degree (left to right) Mecaylah Hesse, Jared Anderson, Laura Barrett, Shay Bolton, Aaron Fent, 
Corey Walls, Madison Kroeger, and Chanel Walls.

State Degree winners (left to right) Chanel Walls, Noah Stephenson, 
and Laura Barrett.
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By Gary Brock
aimmediamidwest.com

XENIA — Wet and cold 
weather has kept most 
Ohio farmers out of their 
fields so far this planting 
season.

Ohio county extension 
agents across the state 
and the USDA (United 
States Department of 
Agriculture) both report-
ed at the end of April that 
corn and soybean plant-
ing is anywhere from two 
weeks to a month behind 
“normal” for Ohio farm-
ers.

Darke County Ohio 
State University (OSU) 
Extension Educator Sam 
Custer says farmers in his 
region are “just kind of 
sitting and waiting.”

“Our rainfall totals this 
year are about four and 
a half to five inches - last 
year we were about an 
inch and a half,” Custer 
said.

He said if the weather 
remains dry, “realistically 
we should be ready to go 
next week (the first week 
of May). We have one 
farmer I know of who has 
done some planting in the 
county. Everybody is sit-
ting who normally would 
have started last week. 
If we start next week, 
we should be about two 
weeks behind.”

In Darke County, no 
one has done much field 
prep or spraying. “There 
really hasn’t been any-
thing done yet. There 
is tillage yet to be done. 
Conventional tillage 
guys might be three to 
four weeks behind,” said 

Custer. He added that “of 
course” those first couple 
of days are not always 
smooth as farmers get 
equipment out of their 
barns.

Will they be finished 
by the end of May? “It 
all depends on mother 
nature. The National 
Weather Service is pre-
dicting a wet May, so that 
could throw a chink in it. 
We really need about two 
weeks of good weather. 
So it could be a bit diffi-
cult,” Custer cautioned.

In Fayette County, no 
one has had a chance to 
plant either corn or soy-
beans in April, according 
to OSU Extension Educa-
tor Ken Ford.

”To my knowledge, I 
haven’t heard of any corn 
or soybeans planted at 
this point, at least not in 
Fayette County. We have 
had some pockets of dry 
area where there has been 
a little bit of spraying and 
anhydrous, but that is 
all so far. I know of one 
farmer who has had 900 
acres of anhydrous so 
far,” Ford said.

Ford pointed out that 
each year is different. 
“Last year we had a lot 
of acreage planted prior 
to April 27 and probably 
60-80 percent of that was 
replanted (because of 
flooding last spring). We 
had a lot of corn replant-
ed. Just about anything 

planted after last April 28 
did fine,” he pointed out.

“At this point, I 
wouldn’t say we are com-
pletely behind. I know 
there are guys who get 
itchy when it is the end of 
April and not planted yet. 
With the size of equip-
ment we have now, it 
won’t take long once they 
get started,” said Ford.

During the week end-
ing April 15, for example, 
there were just 1.4 days 
suitable for fieldwork 
in Ohio, according to 
Cheryl Turner, OSU Stat-
istician with the USDA’s 
National Agricultural 
Statistics Service.

According to her 
report, confined live-

stock continued to be 
stressed during the last 
cold, wet week. Oats 
were planted at a slower 
pace compared to the 
5-year planted progress 
average. No reports of 
corn or soybeans going 
in the ground as planted 
progress continued to fall 
behind recent years due 
to poor weather condi-
tions.

In Allen County, Kelly 
Coble, OSU Extension, 
confirmed the report. 
“There was work in the 
fields for about one day. 
We had a farmer come 
in and tell us that he saw 
people working their 
fields just one day in 
May. Farmers have been 

saying they haven’t been 
able to dress their win-
ter wheat. Last year we 
had a lot more planting 
done,” she said.

Jason Hedrick, OSU 
Extension, Putnam 
County, said that in his 
county, there is “a whole 
lot of inactivity. It has 
been wet, very wet. As 
soon as we see signs 
of things drying out, it 
rains again. I have not 
seen anything local being 
done so far. No move-
ment at all. Everyone is 
kind of biting at the bit.”

When asked if there 
has been any planting 
so far in Greene County, 
Extension Educator 
Trevor Corboy said, 
“Not that I am aware of. 
No one has been able to 
plant anything in Greene 
County. There has been 
some equipment prepara-
tion done, but very little 
spraying. Also, with 
the soil temperature as 
low as it is, even if we 
did get dry weather, we 
would not have any seed 
emergence because of the 
temperatures.”

Corboy said in Greene 
County they are “fairly 
behind, corn especially 
that normally goes out in 
the late April early May 
time frame.” He added 
that they are a couple of 
weeks behind in planting 
in Greene County.

Now farmers in Ohio 
must wait to see what 
Mother Nature has 
in store for them this 
month, in May, and if 
their planting will be 
back on schedule for 
2018.

April showers, cold hold off Ohio grain producers

Gary Brock | aIm media
Spring farm field work finally got under way in most of Ohio the week of April 30. This field is being sprayed April 30 in Fayette County.

By Bryan Reynolds
breynolds@limanews.com

OTTAWA — Cold 
temperatures and the 
occasional snow did not 
derail the 19th annual 
Farm Safety Day April 17 
at Dale Gerding Farm.

Two separate sessions 
for Putnam County third-
grade students were held. 
One group attended a 
session beginning at 8:45 
a.m. and ending after a 
10:30 a.m. mock ATV 
accident. The second ses-
sion began with the mock 
ATV accident and the 
landing of a Life Flight 
helicopter from Bluff-
ton. A deputy from the 
Putnam County Sheriff’s 
Office, firefighters from 
the Ottawa Volunteer Fire 
Department and Putnam 
County EMS responded 
to the mock accident like 
they would a real one, 
with sirens and emergen-
cy lights flashing.

Ruth Gerding said 
Farm Safety Day began 

19 years ago while she 
was working for the 
health department.

“I was under a safety 
grant focusing on agri-
culture safety,” Gerding 
said. “While I was there, I 
thought [about] what we 
should teach. The more 

I thought about it, I real-
ized we have all that on 
our farm.”

Over the course of the 
19 years Gerding’s been 
holding the event, more 
sessions have been added, 
including lawn mower 
safety and gun safety.

“The first two years, I 
had a couple of parents 
call with concerns and 
one principal call,” Gerd-
ing said. “I told them 
they wouldn’t have loaded 
guns.”

During the gun safety 
session, Putnam County 

Sheriff’s Deputy Rick 
Thornton held up a BB 
gun, an Airsoft pellet 
handgun and a toy hand-
gun he carried in a hol-
ster on his hip. The stu-
dents let out an audible 
gasp when he pulled the 
toy gun out of the holster, 
as they were convinced it 
was real.

Thornton said the mes-
sage of the gun safety 
session is to help children 
understand real guns, BB 

and pellet guns and toy 
guns are not easy to tell 
apart. When they encoun-
ter a gun, they need to 
stop what they are doing 
and go get an adult, he 
said.

Gerding said one of the 
things that surprises her 
19 years after starting 
the program is how many 
people volunteer to help.

Reach Bryan Reynolds at 567-242-
0362.

Dale Gerding Farm hosts 19th Farm Safety Day

A chemical safety lesson at Farm Safety Day uses a green powder 
that glows under a black light to show children how easily residue 
from dangerous chemicals can spread from their hands to other 
places on their bodies.

Bryan Reynolds | The lima News
Cora Snyder, Glandorf Elementary School third grader, looks for the warning sticker on a clean and 
empty chemical bottle during the chemical safety session at Dale Gerding Farm during Farm Safety Day.



6    Rural Life Today – Norhtwest Ohio – May 2018

By Amanda Rockhold
arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com

EDITOR’S NOTE: This 
is the first in a year-long 
series following the lives 
of an Ohio farm fam-
ily. This year Rural Life 
Today is following the 
Guy and Sandy Ashmore 
family of Clinton County.

CLARKSVILLE — 
Guy and Sandy Ashmore 
put 10,000 plants in the 
field April 22 after a cold 
and wet month. As the 
weather warms, they will 
be cutting lettuce almost 
every day on their certi-
fied organic farm located 
in between two state 
parks in southern Ohio.

The couple joined the 
Ohio Ecological Food 
and Farm Association 
(OEFFA) in 1988 and 
began transitioning their 
conventional farm into an 
organic produce farm. In 
1998, they became certi-
fied organic and gave up 
all of their rented ground, 
about 650 acres on which 
they were growing corn, 
beans and wheat, and 
concentrated on produce.

“It was all rented 
ground and we started 
losing ground to develop-
ment,” Guy said. “We 

decided to go a different 
route. Now they have 
about 17 plots on their 
main field, each about an 
acre.

Until this year, they 
raised, processed and sold 
chickens and turkeys, and 
had an egg business for 
about 20 years. However, 
their produce business 
has grown and they have 
begun to sell wholesale.

“As the produce has 
grown, we’ve kind of tran-
sitioned out of livestock,” 
Guy said. He added that 
they have changed with 
the markets and have 
more “streamlined” their 
business instead of doing 
various things.

Wholesale is about half 
of their business, with 
the other half going to 
their Community Sup-
ported Agriculture (CSA) 
pick-up business and the 
farmer’s market. They 
also sell produce from a 
small building at the front 
of their property, utilizing 
an honor system. This 
building is stocked with 
produce and people wait 
on themselves and pay.

The couple has done 
this (honor system) since 
1988 and Sandy said 
that’s how they sold most 

of their eggs. In addition 
to the locals, during the 
summer they get a lot of 
people traveling to the 
surrounding state parks.

Guy said that the honor 
system has worked well. 
“You expect good things 
out of people, you get 
good things. People are 
good.”

They are also develop-
ing an additional small 
building into what Sandy 
described as a “cold 
box.” This will work as a 
self-serve honor system 
stand with the ability to 
put fresh cut flowers and 
perishable produce in a 
refrigerated environment. 
“We hope to have it going 
by the end of May,” Guy 
said.

During the winter, they 
utilize their four high tun-
nels and a greenhouse, 
a total of 6,000 square 
feet. Soon they will start 
direct-seeding in the 
fields. They harvest hay 
twice per year and use 
that as manure for their 
crops.

They’ve been able to 
transplant a lot of cool 
season crops during the 
month of April, such as 
kale, cabbage spinach 
and beets. They have also 

been harvesting lettuce 
from their high tunnels.

They conduct a winter 
CSA pickup business, 
consisting of about 50 
clients, as well as a sum-
mer CSA with around 30 
clients.

Their property totals 
to about 48 acres and 30 
of those acres are tillable. 
The couple raises about 
30 different crops and 
around 130 different vari-
eties on eight to 10 acres.

“We’ve got a perennial 
planting we’re going to do 
of asparagus,” Sandy said. 
They currently have some 
asparagus and plan to 
add about 1,000 crowns 
every year for the next 
five years.

Guy said that they 
would usually have more 
field work done in April, 
but “we didn’t get hardly 
anything done in March,” 
Guy said and explained 
that they’re kind of 
behind.

But Sandy said that 
they believe the whole 
season is behind. “If you 
look at when flowering 
trees have been blooming, 
it’ a week or two behind, 
I think. But we’ll probably 
catch up.”

Children
“The children have 

always been involved,” 
Guy said. Guy and Sandy 
have three adult chil-
dren, Nellie, Maggie and 
Conard.

Their daughter, Nellie, 
owns and operates That 
Girl’s Flowers from the 
family farm in Clarksville. 
Nellie works full-time as 
a flower farmer and has 
been doing so for about 
five years.

“[Nellie] has built it 
into something that we 
never could have envi-
sioned,” Sandy said. Nel-
lie is also a “farmer flo-
rist,” meaning that she is 
a floral designer in addi-
tion to a flower farmer.

Maggie raises produce 
and grass-fed meat full-
time in eastern Kentucky.

Their son, Conard, lives 
on the farm and currently 
works with the produce 
about one day per week. 
However, this year he 
will be transitioning to 
work full-time on That 
Guy’s Family Farm, grow-
ing produce and raising 
around 10 hogs.

“It’s hard as a direct-
market farmer to do it 
all,” said Sandy. Their 
son Conard interned for 

about four years on vari-
ous farms in California, 
Florida and New Mexico.

“[Conard] brought back 
lots of ideas and experi-
ence from different areas 
on season extensions, dif-
ferent production models 
and with the wholesal-
ing and planting larger 
volumes of crops,” Guy 
added. They’ve incorpo-
rated a lot of those ideas 
on their farm during the 
last few years.

“Including having 
interns,” said Sandy. The 
couple also welcomes two 
interns, or apprentices, 
every summer to live and 
work on their farm from 
May to October. This 
year will be their eighth 
year of hosting appren-
tices.

“There’s nothing better 
than practical experi-
ence,” said Guy. “And it’s 
nice for us to have new 
energy, new ideas, and 
new questions.”

Why organic?
“Farming in the 1980s 

was really a bleak time 
in agriculture. Everyone 
was going broke, interest 
rates were crazy,” Guy 

Farm family ready for spring

See READY | 8
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11465 Mangen Rd., P.O. Box 312  •  Versailles, OH 45380

937-526-4057 • 866-217-7440
Visit our web site for current inventory: 
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Did you know?
Beef: 10 Ohio and U.S. Facts

Raising beef cattle is the single largest segment of American agriculture. Here are 10 
facts about U.S.and Ohio beef production, according to the USDA and OSU Extension:

• The United States produces more beef than any other country in the world.

• In Ohio, the commodity value of cattle and calves sold in 2012 was $689.6 million, plac-
ing it 25th in the nation.

• Ohio exports more than $190 million in meat annually to Canada, our biggest export to 
that country.

• Ohio sells about $4.4 million annually in cattle to Mexico.

• Worldwide, as of 2015, the U.S. sells almost 60 percent of our beef to Free Trade part-
ners.

• Texas was the number one state in 2012 in beef sales, totaling $13 billion.

• In 2012, sales of cattle and calves in the United States totaled $76.4 billion, a 25% jump 
since 2007.

• There are 19,953 cattle farms in Ohio, as of the 2012 agriculture census.

• There are approximately 1.2 million head of cattle and calves in Ohio.

• Which county has the highest number of cattle on inventory in Ohio? Wayne County, at 
just under 100,000 head.
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  State Universe U.S.  Universe 

Item Quantity Rank 1 Rank 1
MARKET VALUE 
OF AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTS SOLD ($1,000) 
Total value of 
agricultural products sold 194,804 11 88 558 3,077 
Value of crops including 
nursery and greenhouse 101,728 33 88 638 3,072 
Value of livestock, poultry, 
and their products 93,076 6 88 512 3,076 
VALUE OF SALES BY 
COMMODITY GROUP ($1,000) 
Grains, oilseeds, dry beans, 
and dry peas 85,573 33 88 562 2,926 
Vegetables, melons, potatoes, 
and sweet potatoes 732 31 88 952 2,802 
Fruits, tree nuts, and berries 1,846 2 87 337 2,724 
Nursery, greenhouse, 
� oriculture, and sod 10,026 10 88 261 2,678 
Cut Christmas trees and short
 rotation woody crops 462 1 78 72 1,530 
Other crops and hay 3,089 15 88 952 3,049 
Poultry and eggs (D) 4 88 (D) 3,013 
Cattle and calves (D) (D) 88 (D) 3,056 
Milk from cows 7,764 34 85 578 2,038 
Hogs and pigs (D) 18 87 (D) 2,827 
Sheep, goats, wool, mohair, 
and milk 385 12 88 435 2,988 
Horses, ponies, mules, burros, 
and donkeys 818 15 88 316 3,011 
Aquaculture (D) 16 51 (D) 1,366 
Other animals and other 
animal products 143 31 88 912 2,924 
TOP CROP ITEMS (acres) 
Soybeans for beans 60,544 38 87 513 2,162 
Corn for grain 59,092 31 87 541 2,638 
Forage-land used for all hay and haylage,
grass silage and greenchop 22,738 15 88 847 3,057 
Wheat for grain, all 4,330 38 87 1,045 2,537 
Winter wheat for grain 4,330 38 87 968 2,480 
TOP LIVESTOCK 
INVENTORY ITEMS (number) 
Layers (D) 4 88 (D) 3,040 
Pullets for laying � ock replacement (D) 2 87 (D) 2,637 
Cattle and calves 21,613 14 88 1,274 3,063 
Hogs and pigs 20,003 28 88 494 2,889 
Sheep and lambs 2,618 11 88 347 2,897 

Other County Highlights, 2012 
Economic Characteristics Quantity 
Farms by value of sales:
Less than $1,000 ......................................................................................................................... 340 
$1,000 to $2,499 ......................................................................................................................... 203 
$2,500 to $4,999 ......................................................................................................................... 199 
5,000 to $9,999 ............................................................................................................................ 196 
$10,000 to $19,999 140 
$20,000 to $24,999........................................................................................................................41 
$25,000 to $39,999........................................................................................................................71 
$40,000 to $49,999........................................................................................................................31 
$50,000 to $99,999........................................................................................................................84 
$100,000 to $249,999 ...................................................................................................................89 
$250,000 to $499,999 ...................................................................................................................34 
$500,000 or more ..........................................................................................................................56 

Total farm production expenses ($1,000) ..................................................................163,849 
Average per farm ($) ..........................................................................................................110,410 
Net cash farm income of operation ($1,000) .............................................................. 40,258 
Average per farm ($) ............................................................................................................ 27,128 

Operator Characteristics Quantity 
Principal operators by primary occupation:
Farming ................................................................................................................................................... 591 
Other ........................................................................................................................................................ 893 
Principal operators by sex:
Male .......................................................................................................................................................1,216 
Female ..................................................................................................................................................... 268 
Average age of principal operator (years) ................................................................................. 58.5 
All operators by race(2): ............................................................................................................................
Asian .............................................................................................................................................................. 4 
Black or African American ..................................................................................................................... 2 
White .....................................................................................................................................................2,225 
More than one race ................................................................................................................................. 9 
All operators of Spanish, Hispanic, or Latino Origin(2) .............................................................15 

See “Census of Agriculture, Volume 1, Geographic Area Series” for complete footnotes, explanations, 
de� nitions, and methodology.
1= Universe is number of counties in state or U.S. with the item.
2= Data collected for maximum of three operators per farm

AGRICULTURE SNAPSHOTAGRICULTURE SNAPSHOT
Licking County

2012 CENSUS OF
AGRICULTURE
County Pro� le

 2012 2007 % change

Number of Farms ............................. 1,484 ..........................1,427 ............................. +4%

Land in Farms .................................... 224,015 acres ...........225,792 acres................-1%

Average Size of Farm ...................... 151 acres ...................158 acres .......................-4%

Market Value of Products Sold ... $194,804,000 ...........$155,695,000 ............ +25%

Crop Sales ....................... $101,728,000 ...........(52 percent)

Livestock Sales .............. $93,076,000 ..............(48 percent)

Average Per Farm ......... $131,270 ...................$109,107 .................... +20%

Government Payments .................. $2,331,000 ................$3,738,000 .................. -38%

Average Per Farm Receiving Payments .........................$6,151 ............$8,325*-26%
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said. “We heard about 
some farmers who were 
growing organically and 
we were looking for any 
option at that time.”

“But we were always 
kind of different. When 
we were grain farming, 
we always had a rotation. 
We had hay and wheat. 
We’d use cover crops 
even back then. We were 
always kind of environ-
mentally-minded.”

The couple went on 
a tour to see the Spray 
Brothers in Knox County 
after joining OEFFA and 
they were “floored by 
how great their crops 
looked. We were really 
intrigued by how open 
the organic community 
was, how positive every-
body was,” Guy said.

He added that they 

didn’t have to worry 
about their kids getting 
into any chemicals or 
big machinery. “It just 
made sense to us,” Guy 
said. “Better for us, bet-
ter for the environment, 
better for our neigh-

bors.”
Sandy added that look-

ing at it early on, it was 
more profitable. They 
said that they could 
make more money off of 
fewer acres and not have 
to invest in machinery 

and infrastructure.
Guy said that he has 

seen an increase in 
organic farms in their 
county and he views 
that as good. “We don’t 
ever think of anybody as 
competition,” Guy said. 

“We think we need more 
people farming and we 
need more people buy-
ing local.”

Technology has 
changed the way people 
communicate since they 
transitioned to organic 
farmers. “People are 
more health conscious 
and environmentally 
conscious than they 
used to be. It’s a good 
thing for our health, the 
environment, and small 
farmers trying to get 
more of the retail dol-
lar,” Guy said.

“We’re real big into 
soil-building crops, or 
cover crops. We use lots 
of different cover crops 
to add organic matter to 
the soil,” Guy said. “The 
premise of organic is you 
feed the soil and the soil 
will feed the plant.”

They run a rotation 
and try to have about 1 to 
2 years of soil building in 
that rotation.

Short turnaround crops
The couple works 

long hours on the farm 
working with produce. 
Produce is not a long sea-
son crop, as compared to 
corn and soybeans.

“[Produce] can be a 
turnaround of 30 days,” 
Sandy said. “So then 
you’re planting again, 
harvesting again.” The 
couple plant about every 
week from February 
through October. They 
also harvest crops in the 
winter in the greenhouse 
and high tunnels.

“We got more control 
of the markets, more 
control of the tunnels to 
spread out our risk,” Guy 
said. With short turn-
around crops, they can 
plant more often, earlier 
and later. “We can have 
control of the price we 
get.”

Next month: more 
spring planting and 
apprentices.

amanda Rockhold | Rural life Today
Guy and Sandy Ashmore of That Guy’s Family Farm a couple of days after planting rows of garlic plants.

From page 6

Ready

By Darla Cabe
For Rural life Today

Paula Scott
At the north edge of the 

village of Versailles, Paula 
Scott can look out and see 
open country from her 
front porch. On a clear 
day, she and her family 
can hear the sound of 
cows mooing and bellow-
ing in the distance; but 
her brick, ranch home is 
close enough to town so 
that she can ride her bike 
to run nearby errands if 
she wants. “It’s the best 
of both worlds,” she says 
about living on the fringe 
of town.

A lifelong Ohioan, 
Paula was raised on a 
chicken farm, which is 
not uncommon if your 
address is Versailles, 
Ohio. “Growing up, my 
parents, Bob and Mary 
Miller, expected us to 
gather eggs and help on 
the farm. There were four 
Miller children and Paula 
and her husband Greg 
now have four children of 
their own, Morgan, Zach-
ary, Karl and Madilyn.

“My kids look for 
simple things to eat…..
spaghetti, ham sand-
wiches on Hawaiian 
buns….. things like that. 
Greg and I eat things the 
kids would never eat. I 
make spaghetti squash 
and chicken or shrimp 
and make enough to pack 
for lunch at work.” Life is 
full for Paula. In addition 
to her duties as a mom, 
she works at Dannon 
Yogurt where she’s been 
employed for 24 years. 
She volunteers at the 
Celina Senior Center and 
helps at the F.I.S.H. Store 

in Sidney. She loves to 
go to yard sales – friends 
and family give her lists 
of what they want and 
she tries to find it for 
them!

Paula admits that she 
doesn’t do a lot of meal 
planning, but asks what 
the kids are hungry for 
after school. This easygo-
ing mom “just takes it 
day by day” but that is 
not how things run in the 
Scott home around June 
each year. The town of 
Versailles hosts its annual 
Poultry Days Festival 
the second weekend of 
June. All kinds of chicken 
delicacies can be found at 
the three day celebration, 
but Paula and her family 

focus on something other 
than the bird itself. Of 
course, when you have a 
lot of chickens, you also 
have a lot of eggs and in 
Versailles the best sweet 
treat that uses numerous 
eggs is angel food cake.

“Poultry Days is a big 
deal in our family,” Paula 
says. “Ever since I can 
remember, we have been 
making projects and bak-
ing angel food cakes for 
the contests at the festi-
val. Paula likes to cook, 
“but I love to bake!” she 
says with a bright smile. 
“If we could eat cake 
every day, I would be in 
heaven.” Paula’s Grandma 
Miller taught her that she 
should always have cook-

ies on hand in case guests 
came to your home. 
Her Grandma DeMange 
always made angel food 
cakes. Always. As in 
every single day. “Grand-
ma made two cakes a day, 
just for fun. She would 
get up early and make 
the cakes, then put them 
in the freezer. The locals 
would stop in at random 
and ask her if she had any 
cakes that they could buy. 
If there was a funeral in 
the area, then Grandma 
would donate a cake or 
two to the family.”

That long- standing 
family tradition of baking 
continued on to Paula’s 
generation. When Paula 
and her brothers and sis-

ters were small, they each 
made their own cakes. 
“No matter what our 
age, we had to do it all 
ourselves. Mom never did 
it for us. She did make it 
easier though and would 
write the recipe out on a 
large poster so we could 
read it. Everything was 
done in stations; crack-
ing and separating the 
eggs, measuring flour and 
sugar and other ingre-
dients. The only thing 
that Mom would do was 
put the cake in the oven 
and take it out for us. We 
even had to keep track of 
the bake time.”

Now, Paula’s children 
and extended family 
enjoy the tradition too. 
“Making the angel food 
cakes is a very big pro-
duction at my mom and 
dad’s house. The week 
before the Poultry Days 
contest we go to their 
house in shifts to make 
our cakes and projects. 
Each person can make a 
white angel food cake, 
a chocolate angel food 
cake and a flavored 
angel food cake of their 
choice.”

“All year long we col-
lect art supplies and 
interesting things to use 
on our projects. Each 
year there is a theme to 
the Poultry Days and 
your project needs to go 
along with that theme. 
For the egg project, you 
need to poke holes in the 
end of an egg and blow 
the insides out. At least 
three hollow eggs must 
be used to qualify. One 
year there was a patriot-
ic theme, so we painted 
30 eggshells in “camo” 
colors and glued them in 

rows with little Ameri-
can flags. It looked like a 
platoon ready for battle,” 
Paula remembers. It also 
won first prize for the 
egg contest that year!

The day of the contest, 
the children would take 
their cakes and projects 
to be registered in the 
morning. During the 
parade the judging would 
take place. “After the 
parade,” Paula says, “we 
would rush to the school 
to see who had won!” It 
is a great tradition for 
the family that continues 
to this day and while the 
family will definitely eat 
some barbecued chicken 
at the festival, for this 
Darke county family, it’s 
the cake that makes their 
hometown celebration 
extraordinary!

Poultry Days Angel Food 
Cake

1 ½ cups sugar divided 
in two (¾ cup each)

1 cup sifted cake flour
1 ½ cup (12) egg 

whites
1 ½ teaspoon cream of 

tartar
¼ teaspoon salt
1 ½ teaspoon vanilla
Mix ¾ cup sugar and 

the cake flour together 
and sift two times. Set 
aside.

Beat egg whites, cream 
of tartar, salt and vanilla 
together with mixture 
until it forms soft, moist, 
glossy peaks.

Add second ¾ cup of 
sugar slowly and beat to 
stiff peaks.

Fold in flour mixture ¼ 
at a time.

Put in angel food bak-
ing pan and bake at 3750 
for 35 – 40 minutes.

Family’s tradition of baking

Submitted Photo
Greg and Paula Scott show their award winning angel food cakes at the 2017 Versailles Poultry Days 
Festival.
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WASHINGTON, D.C. – 
U.S. Sens. Sherrod Brown 
(D-OH) and John Thune 
(R-SD), members of the 
Senate Committee on 
Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry, unveiled 
on April 25 bipartisan 
legislation they are advo-
cating to be included in 
the 2018 Farm Bill. The 
Agriculture Risk Cover-
age (ARC) Improvement 
and Innovation Act would 
improve the current ARC 
program by modifying the 
payment calculation and 
other parts of the pro-
gram to improve its safety 
net potential. Currently, 
no similar legislative pro-
posals to improve ARC 
have been introduced dur-
ing the 115th Congress.

By providing more equi-
table support prices that 
are reflective of the actual 
market value for all crops 
and using a 10-year mar-
ket price average as a cap 
on reference prices, the 
Brown-Thune bill would 

take an important step 
toward ensuring farm 
programs are more fiscal-
ly responsible for taxpay-
ers. The bill would also 
ensure that payments are 
not being made for base 
acres on land that is no 
longer being planted with 
commodity crops. Begin-
ning farmers would, for 
the first time since 2002, 
have a new opportunity, 
based on planting history, 
to become eligible for 
new or additional base 
acres on certain farms 
that were previously 
ineligible or only eligible 
for limited commodity 
program assistance.

“Ohio farmers need 
effective risk manage-
ment tools — particularly 
when facing several years 
of low commodity prices. 
It’s time we update the 
ARC program so that it 
better protects against 
both price and yield 
disasters,” said Brown. 
“The improvements 

in this bill will better 
protect Ohio soybean 
and corn growers from 
risks outside their con-
trol. This bipartisan bill 
builds on the reforms of 
the 2014 Farm Bill and 
is good for farmers and 
good for taxpayers.”

“Due to back-to-back 
years of low commodity 
prices, the ARC formula, 
in its current form, is no 
longer working as effec-
tively as it should for the 
more than 90 percent of 
South Dakota farmers 
who have successfully 
used ARC as a safety 
net option,” said Thune. 
“The common-sense 
changes we’ve proposed 
are necessary to help 
make ARC work to its 
full potential for the vast 
majority of corn and soy-
bean producers who are 
enrolled in the program 
around the country.”

“The Agriculture Risk 
Coverage Improvement 
and Innovation Act will 

make needed improve-
ments to the farm safety 
net, ensuring ARC can 
continue to be a reliable 
risk management pro-
gram for farmers during 
times of depressed pric-
es,” said National Corn 
Growers Association 
President Kevin Skunes. 
“Based on the recommen-
dation of the National 
Corn Growers Associa-
tion (NCGA) grower-led 
Risk Management Team, 
NCGA is pleased to 
endorse this legislation 
and looks forward to 
working with the Senate 
Agriculture Committee 
on this measure.”

While ARC and the 
Price Loss Coverage 
(PLC) Program are both 
farm bill commodity crop 
safety net programs, PLC 
only calculates safety 
net assistance based 
on price. An effective 
ARC program is a criti-
cally important safety net 
component for produc-

ers in many states, as it 
provides coverage for 
both price and produc-
tion losses for individuals 
or county-wide losses, 
depending on whether 
“ARC individual” or 
“ARC county” coverage is 
selected by the farmer.

The bill would accom-
plish the following:

· Use Thune’s previ-
ously introduced proposal 
(S. 1259) to calculate 
payments based on a 
county’s physical loca-
tion.

· Equalize the com-
modity title programs’ 
payment structure by 
capping reference prices 
at either their current 
level or no more than the 
10-year average price for 
a commodity.

· Adjust ARC to have 
a coverage level of 90 
percent instead of 86 
percent.

· Use a three-year aver-
age price with a 10-year 
average market price as a 

floor for calculating ARC 
payments.

· Use a crop insurance 
trend-adjusted yield fac-
tor to calculate the ARC 
benchmark yield.

· Use an 80 percent 
T-yield for substitute 
yields if historical yields 
are missing or lower than 
80 percent (current

T-yield substitution fac-
tor is 70 percent).

· Continues to 
include the ARC indi-
vidual option, which was 
removed in the House 
farm bill.

· Include a quality 
adjustment factor that 
could be used to calculate 
ARC wheat payments, 
when needed.

In 2011, Brown, Thune, 
Sen. Dick Durbin (D-IL.), 
and former Sen. Richard 
Lugar (R-IN.) introduced 
the Aggregate Risk and 
Revenue Management 
Program, which was the 
framework for the current 
ARC Program.

Brown, Thune introduce new ARC legislation

The following are 
upcoming farming and 
agriculture events in 
Ohio:

May
May 10-12: Chadwick 

Arboretum and Learn-
ing Gardens Spring 
Plant Sale and Auction, 
northwest corner of Lane 
Avenue and Fred Taylor 
Drive, just east of State 
Route 315 on Ohio State’s 
Columbus campus. May 
11, 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.; May 
12, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. More 
information: cfaes.osu.
edu/news/events/spring-
plant-sale.

May 19: Family Garden 
Day: Please join Com-
munity Solutions for 
hands-on family work-
shops and fun! Activities 
include growing a pizza 
garden, learning how to 
build raised beds and cold 
frames, and looking deep-
ly at the dirt beneath us. 
All sized hands welcome! 
Hosted in collaboration 
with the Yellow Springs 
Local Foods Group. Time 
and location: 1 p.m. 3 
p.m., 131 E. Dayton-Yel-
low Springs Rd., Yellow 
Springs, OH 45387. For 
more information contact 
Amy Harper at amy-

harper@communitysolu-
tion.org or 937-767-2161. 
Also visit: http://www.
communitysolution.org/
events/2018/5/19/family-
garden-day

June 
June 4, 5, 7: Bees in 

Your Backyard: Spotting, 
Collecting and Identifying 
Native Bees; Author and 
biologist Olivia Carril will 
travel to Ohio in June to 
teach three daylong native 
bee workshops. Each 
workshop includes hands-
on bee identification 
using microscopes as well 
as field experiences with 

plant and bee experts. 
Monday, June 4: Stratford 
Ecological Center in Dela-
ware; Tuesday, June 5: 
The Dawes Arboretum in 
Newark; Thursday, June 
7: University of Mount 
Union in Alliance. Cost 
is $65 per person, and 
includes lunch and hand-
outs. Sessions run from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Olivia Car-
ril will also give a free 
lecture and book signing 
at The University of 
Mount Union in Alliance 
on June 6 at 7 p.m. For 
more information and to 
register visit: http://u.
osu.edu/beelab/bees-in-

your-backyard-2018.
June 8: A DAY in 

the WOODS, 2nd Fri-
day Series for 2018: 
Breeding Birds. 8 am 
start time to enhance 
bird view opportuni-
ties. Location: Vinton 
Furnace State Forest. 
Registration fee $12. 
Start the day exploring 
the Vinton Furnace for 
song birds. Learn to ID 
by song. Learn about 
breeding bird ecology 
and the important role 
that breeding birds play. 
For more information 
visit: https://agnr.osu.
edu/events/day-woods-

breeding-birds
June 9: Breakfast on 

the Farm: Join us for 
Franklin and Madison 
County Farm Bureaus’ 
7th annual Breakfast on 
the Farm – June 9 from 8 
a.m. to 11 a.m. hosted by 
Beck’s. This is a FREE, 
outdoor event that is 
fun for all ages! Time 
and location: 8 a.m.–11 
a.m., Beck’s Hybrids 720 
US-40, London, Ohio.You 
must register by June 2 
by visiting breakfaston-
thefarm.eventbrite.com, 
calling 800-451-8908 or 
emailing franklin@ofbf.
org.

AGRiCULTURE CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Miami East Elementary goes ‘WILD’
Submitted story

CASSTOWN — 
Students from the Miami 
East-MVCTC FFA 
Chapter had the tables 
turned for a day when 
they became teachers at 
Miami East Elementary 
School on April 20. 
Twenty-three second-year 
students enrolled in Plant 
and Animal Sciences were 
trained in Project WILD 
earlier in the month, 
then prepared 20-minute 
lessons to educate 
kindergarten, first 
grade, and second grade 
students about wildlife 
and wildlife habitats.

The goal of Project 
WILD is to assist 
learners of any age in 
developing the awareness, 
knowledge, skills, and 

commitment to result 
in informed decisions, 
responsible behavior, 
and constructive actions 
concerning wildlife and 
the environment upon 
which all life depends.

Linda Raterman of 
the Miami County Soil 
and Water Conservation 
District was responsible 
for the training and 
lesson development 
the FFA members went 
through. According 
to Raterman, Project 
WILD is endorsed by 
the Ohio Department 
of Education (Divisions 
of Curriculum 
and Instruction 
and Professional 
Development), Ohio 
Department of Natural 
Resources and Ohio 
Wildlife Federation, 

League of Ohio 
Sportsmen.

Ethin Bendickson, 
Kearsten Kirby, Kelsea 
Drake, Michael Bair, 
Saige Lacey and Kyle 
Baker played animal 
charades to teach about 
domesticated and wild 
animals with Jennifer 
McCuistion and Lauren 
Nosker’s classes.

“Quick Frozen Crit-
ters” was a fast, freeze-
tag game to help learn 
about predators and 
prey. Elizabeth Bair, 
Josie Desautels and 
Anastasia Kilbourne 
really enjoyed teaching 
this game with Carmen 
Richter’s class.

Austin Ferryman, Brai-
lyn Tarcea, and Savan-
nah Holzen played the 
“Thicket Game” with 

Preston Elifritz’s class. 
The game included a 
hide-and-go-seek game 
to mimic how wild ani-
mals hide from their 
predators.

Luke Gilliland and 
Megan Honeyman 
shared a game called 
“How Many Bears Can 
Live In This Forest?” In 
this activity, Amanda 
Riley’s class learned 
about the carrying 
capacity of bear habitats.

In the game Color 
Crazy, Chloee Thomas, 
Blake Snyder, Daniel 
Baker, Madison Calvert 
and Blaine Brokschmidt 
taught Ashley Dem-
mitt and Betsey Seger’s 
class about an animal’s 
ability to adapt to their 
environment through 
camouflage.

Provided photo
FFA member Kelsea Drake, left, and Ethin Bendickson work with 
a student in Jennifer McCuistion’s first grade class in a game of 
animal charades. Students were asked to act out an animal and their 
classmates could name the animal then say if it was a domestic or 
wild animal.
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By Amanda Rockhold
arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
— Although the 2018 
draft farm bill has come 
to fruition for farmers 
and ranchers waiting to 
see details of the bill, 
the draft has brought 
about some friction.

The U.S. House 
Agriculture Committee 
released its proposed 
2018 Farm Bill on April 
12. On April 18, the 
markup bill passed on a 
partisan vote, with the 
Democrats in opposition. 
The bill, legislatively 
known as H.R.2, or 
The Agricultural and 
Nutrition Act of 2018, 
will go to a full House 
vote in the coming 
weeks.

Two influential 
agricultural 
organizations are also 
on opposing sides. The 
Farm Bureau Federation 
President Zippy Duvall 
responded positively 
to the proposed farm 
bill, while the Ohio 
Ecological Food and 
Farm Association 
(OEFFA) was not 
pleased.

“The 2018 Farm Bill 
is ready for debate 
and amendments a 
mere six days after 
its introduction,” said 
Duvall in a Farm Bureau 
article released April 19. 
“A vote by the full House 
of Representatives is 
expected to soon follow. 
This is great news for 
farmers and ranchers 
everywhere. [The 
legislation] takes us one 
step closer to bringing 
certainty to families who 
face the toughest farm 
economy in more than a 
decade.”

However, the OEFFA 
said in a press release 
that the “draft farm 
bill released last week 

by House Agriculture 
Chairman Conaway 
(R-TX) does not 
adequately address 
farmers’ needs or protect 
natural resources.”

The bill proposes to 
eliminate the National 
Organic Certification 
Cost-Share Program, 
which OEFFA says 
offsets the annual costs 
of U.S. Department of 
Agriculture organic 
certification.

In the article released 
April 16, OEFFA Policy 
Program Coordinator 
Amalie Lipstreu said, 
“OEFFA vehemently 
opposes cutting the cost-
share program. We have 
more demand for organic 
food than farmers are 
able to supply, and this 
program helps beginning 
and transitioning 
farmers enter what is 
a real bright spot in 
American agriculture.”

Conaway says a lot of ‘fine-
tuning’

Following the vote, 
House Agriculture 
Committee Chairman 
K. Michael Conaway 
(TX-11) and Vice 
Chairman Glenn ‘GT’ 
Thompson (PA-5) 
hosted an agriculture 
telephone news 
conference, April 19. 
Conaway and Thompson 
shared opening remarks 
regarding the committee 
markup of the 2018 
Farm Bill and opened 
the line to questions.

“Spirited debate, a lot 
of misunderstanding, 
still a lot of mis-
information that the 
democrats are laboring 
under,” said Conaway. 
“We hope over the next 
several days, before 
we go to the floor, that 
those misunderstandings 
and flat wrong ideas can 
be cleared up, as to what 
our bill actually does.”

Conaway said that 
this farm bill was three 
years in the making, 
in addition to more 
than 100 hearings. 
“The non-SNAP titles 
are relatively the same 
as they were out of 
the 2014 bill,” said 
Conaway. He added that 
cotton and dairy were 
“taken care of” as part of 
the natural disaster bill 
that took place earlier 
this year. “We update the 
ARC county payment 
scheme to use better 
data. We allow for some 
adjustments to yield 
based on droughts—
more fine-tuning in that 
one.”

“On conservation, 
we eliminate the 
CSP (Conservation 
Stewardship Program) 
program. We don’t 
abrogate any of those 
existing contracts. 
They all get to runoff, 
but we aren’t going to 
create any new CSP 
contract. That money 
will then pivot over to 
EQUIP, which many of 
us believe is a better 
use of taxpayer dollars, 
in terms of addressing 
conservation issues 
across this land.” EQIP 
is the Environmental 
Quality Incentives 
Program.

Lipstreu disagrees 
and said that, 
“cherry picking a few 
components of CSP to 
be included in the EQIP 
program is detrimental 
to comprehensive 

conservation planning 
and a disincentive to 
farmers who choose to 
implement advanced 
conservation practices 
on an ongoing basis.”

According to OEFFA’s 
news release, Lipstreau 
said that OEFFA is 
“pleased to see some 
positive provisions 
in this bill, but they 
are overshadowed 
by the elimination of 
tools and resources 
to help farmers and 
communities become 
more sustainable.”

Conaway said that 
with many of the other 
titles, there was more 
“fine-tuning than 
anything else.”

SNAP
Conaway said that 

SNAP (Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance 
Program) program 
and the nutrition 
title received the 
most changes. During 
the conference call, 
Thompson spoke in 
more detail about SNAP 
and nutrition in the draft 
bill.

“The unfortunate part 
of yesterday [April 18] 
was the politics, some 
of the first politics I’ve 
seen from some of my 
colleagues that I’ve 
worked very closely 
with this nutrition title 
on,” said Thompson. “It 
seemed like they were 
focused on this nutrition 
title when we’ve done 
over 21 hearings, over 

80 witnesses over the 
course of now the fourth 
year. That part was not 
so positive for me.”

Although the 
Democrats did not 
offer any amendments, 
Thompson said that the 
Republicans seized on 
four suggestions from 
the democrats in the 
nutrition title.

“Nineteen of 
[Democrats] wrote 
to the Chairman and 
ranking member, 
asking that we certainly 
continue to encourage 
states to collaborate 
with businesses and 
educational leaders 
to provide innovative 
employment and training 
options, opportunities 
and programs — And 
that’s what we put in 
the nutrition title,” 
Thompson said.

Any member of the 
House of Representatives 
is able to offer 
amendments during the 
decision process when 
it goes to the floor, but 
they must go through the 
rules process.

“Food and security is a 
big part of the farm bill. 
Seventy-seven percent 
of what we spend in the 
farm bill is to address 
food and secure people 
and families. With our 
food banks, we’ve taken 
that from 15 million 
to 60 million dollars 
funding.” Thompson 
added that 20 million of 
that specifically targets 
allowing food banks 
pantries to work directly 
with farmers.

He added that the farm 
bill also incentivizes 
nutrition, education and 
healthy eating through 
the continuation of the 
Food Insecurity Nutrition 
Incentives (FINI) 
Program. Thompson said 
that the bill builds on this 
program by providing 
incentives and support to 
retailers.

“We are allowing the 
states, under this new 
bill, to keep up to 50 
percent of what they 
discover in fraud and 
abuse,” said Thompson. 
But the states are 
required to invest that 
back into the nutrition 
title.

Conaway said that 
about 35 percent of 
people in this country is 
experiencing food inse-
curity as a result of acute 
financial distress. “Every 
person who finds them 
food insecure within that 
category ought to have a 
pathway to opportunity,” 
Conaway said.

“We can’t solve every 
problem known to man 
with this program, we’re 
not intending to. But we 
are trying to solve — for 
those folks who want to 
help themselves, get off 
that endless treadmill of 
poverty, and get on that 
on-ramp, we’re going to 
give them that helping 
hand up,” said Thomp-
son.

NFU opposes bill
The National Farmers 

Union (NFU) shared a 
news release April 25 
stating that NFU opposes 
the draft bill. Accord-
ing to the release NFU 
board members and other 
state presidents voted 
against the bill and NFU 
stated “The House Farm 
Bill (H.R. 2), as cur-
rently written, lacks the 
improvements needed to 
help farmers cope with 
continued low prices.”

The release quotes 
Ohio Farmers Union 
President Joe Logan: “We 
are very disappointed that 
the House Ag Committee 
has turned a blind eye 
toward the urgent need 
of farmers for a strong 
safety net and likewise 
to the nutrition needs of 
America’s least fortunate 
in both rural and urban 
communities.”

Draft Farm Bill brings about political friction
Bill passes through on partisan vote NFU BOARD

The NFU Board also established a resolution with 
suggested improvements to the bill, and some of those 
suggestions can be viewed here: https://ohfarmersunion.
org/read-the-nfu-board-resolution-opposing-current-
house-farm-bill/?
To view the full text of The agricultural and Nutrition 
act of 2018, visit: https://agriculture.house.gov/
uploadedfiles/agriculture_and_nutrition_act_of_2018.pdf
See policy highlights here: https://agriculture.house.gov/
uploadedfiles/agriculture_and_nutrition_act_top_10_
highlights.pdf
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EDITOR’S NOTE: This 
is the final installment 
in the 2017-18 series fol-
lowing a year in the life 
of a typical Ohio farm 
family. For the last year 
we followed the progress 
of the Delaware County 
farm family Stephanie 
and Zachary Taylor as 
they went through spring 
planting, the growing 
season, harvest and plan-
ning for the next year. 
This month: The heart of 
a farmer.

RADNOR — Not 
everyone has the heart 
to be a farmer, especially 
with so many factors play-
ing against you. However, 
Zachary Taylor of Taylor 
Farms finds a way to push 
through.

“You’re always chal-
lenged, doing what I do,” 
Taylor said. “Part of that 
is meeting the challenges 
and exceeding them. 
There’s odds everywhere 
you look, whether it’s 
weather, markets, or 
finances — and you just 
got to put your head 
down and push through 
it.”

After a year of follow-
ing the Taylor family 
through a typical year on 
the farm, planting season 
has come around again.

In March and April Tay-
lor readied all of the trac-
tors, planters and other 
machinery for planting. 
This year, they will plant 
less corn then last year, 
with the ratio at one-third 
corn and two-third soy-
beans.

“We had 150 more 
acres of corn [last year] 
than we’re going to have 
this year,” Taylor said. 
He added that they were 
fortunate to yield the crop 
they did for as late as they 
planted.

“If weather gets fit here 
next week, we can have 
planting wrapped up 
in 10 to 14 days, pretty 
easily, with no major 
hurdles,” Taylor said. 
“Get this crop off to a 
good start and hope to 
God that everything goes 
pretty smooth.”

Taylor finished hauling 
grain in early March, and 

now he is tending to his 
seed customers, who are 
ready to have seed deliv-
ered or are ready to pick 
it up. “It’s going to get 
real, real quick,” Taylor 
said, referring to his seed 
business.

The end of a hectic year
He described this past 

year as “hectic.”
“We had a lot of things 

against us last year,” 
Taylor said. One of the 
biggest challenges was 
machinery. Last spring 
Taylor was short a trac-
tor and was waiting on 
the tractor to be deliv-
ered while other farm-
ers had already started 
planting.

“It was warm, the 
ground was good. We 
were fit and ready and 
couldn’t go nowhere,” 
Taylor said. When they 
finally received the trac-
tor, it broke. They then 
readied another tractor, 
and it broke. “We were 
constantly just trying to 
keep stuff together.”

But that luckily turned 
out in their favor, as 
most farmers had to 
plant twice last spring.

“When everybody else 
was planting for the 
second time, we were 
finishing our first,” said 
Taylor.

A bountiful harvest
He said that the great-

est success from last 
year were yields.

“We had a harvest that 
we never thought that 
we were going to have 
when we finished plant-
ing on June 13,” Taylor 
said, explaining that 
they had a bountiful har-
vest. “If you’d told me on 
June 13 of last year that 
we were going to shell 
200 plus bushel corn and 
cut 55 bushels (per acre) 
beans, I would have told 
you, you were full of it.”

Taylor said that for 
corn, this last harvest 
was the best they have 
ever had. He added that 
most of the soybeans 
were above average, too. 
He admits that the beans 
could have been better, 
but they were planted 
late.

However, prices 

weren’t great.
“John F. Kennedy said 

it years ago: the farmer’s 
the only one out there 
who buys everything at 
retail, sells everything at 
wholesale and then pays 
the trucking both ways,” 
said Taylor. “And he’s 
about right.”

The Taylor girls
Taylor’s 6-year-old 

daughter, Shelby, 
received her two show 
pigs in April, which she 
will take to open shows 
this summer. Her first 
official show with pigs 
was in Louisville last 
summer.

She has also partici-
pated in the county fair 
shows for three years 
now. In addition to her 
pigs, Shelby has a min-
iature Hereford cow and 
two goats. “She loves 
pigs. She likes helping 
me in the barn,” said 
Taylor.

Taylor’s wife, Stepha-
nie, has had a couple of 

4-H meetings and her 
group of Cloverbuds has 
grown this year. The 
Ohio 4-H Cloverbud Pro-
gram is for youth 5 to 
8 years of age, of which 
Stephanie is a leader.

Taylor said that 
Stephanie gardens every 
year and this year they 
have added a small 
greenhouse to the gar-
den. The location where 
she gardens is the same 
spot where Taylor’s great 
grandfather used to gar-
den. Stephanie grows 
a wide variety of veg-
etables and already has 
pumpkins planted.

Life of a farmer
Although the Taylor’s 

had a successful harvest 
after a hectic year, he talk-
ed about what he would 
do if that wasn’t the case.

“There’s very few of us 
[farmers] out here who 
would continue to do 
this at a loss, just for the 
fun of it,” Taylor said. “I 
would like to think that 

if it came down to it and 
we had no money and I 
was losing money day by 
day, I’d still keep doing it. 
Maybe that’s called stu-

pidity, or maybe it’s called 
love.”

This summer, look for an update on 
the Zachary Taylor farm family.

End of a hectic year for the Taylor Farm

“i would like to think that if it came down to it 
and we had no money and i was losing money 
day by day, i’d still keeping doing it. Maybe 
that’s called stupidity, or maybe it’s called 
love.”

—  Zach Taylor

Stephanie Taylor’s new greenhouse on her vegetable garden.

Zach Taylor putting soybean seeds into his seed tender, a machine 
with a movable conveyor and can be used to fill trailers, wagons, 
planters and drills.

amanda Rockhold | Rural life Today
Zach Taylor unloading soybean seeds into a crate, getting them ready to be delivered to a customer.
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