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End of a hectic year

Showers, 
cold hold 
off Ohio 
grain 
producers
By Gary Brock
aimmediamidwest.com

XENIA — Wet and 
cold weather has kept 
most Ohio farmers out 
of their fields so far this 
planting season.

Ohio county exten-
sion agents across the 
state and the USDA 
(United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture) 
both reported at the 
end of April that corn 
and soybean plant-
ing is anywhere from 
two weeks to a month 
behind “normal” for 
Ohio farmers.

Darke County Ohio 
State University (OSU) 
Extension Educator 
Sam Custer says farm-
ers in his region are 
“just kind of sitting and 
waiting.”

“Our rainfall totals 
this year are about 
four and a half to five 
inches - last year we 
were about an inch and 
a half,” Custer said.

He said if the weath-
er remains dry, “real-
istically we should be 
ready to go next week 
(the first week of May). 
We have one farmer I 
know of who has done 
some planting in the 
county. Everybody is 
sitting who normally 
would have started 
last week. If we start 
next week, we should 
be about two weeks 
behind.”

In Darke County, no 
one has done much 
field prep or spraying. 
“There really hasn’t 
been anything done 
yet. There is tillage 
yet to be done. Con-
ventional tillage guys 
might be three to four 
weeks behind,” said 
Custer. He added that 
“of course” those first 
couple of days are not 
always smooth as farm-
ers get equipment out 
of their barns.

By Amanda Rockhold
arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com

EDITOR’S NOTE: This 
is the final installment 
in the 2017-18 series fol-
lowing a year in the life 
of a typical Ohio farm 
family. For the last year 
we followed the progress 
of the Delaware County 
farm family Stephanie 
and Zachary Taylor as 
they went through spring 
planting, the growing 
season, harvest and plan-
ning for the next year. 
This month: The heart of 
a farmer.

RADNOR — Not every-
one has the heart to be 
a farmer, especially with 
so many factors playing 
against you. However, 
Zachary Taylor of Taylor 
Farms finds a way to push 
through.

“You’re always chal-
lenged, doing what I do,” 
Taylor said. “Part of that 
is meeting the challenges 
and exceeding them. 
There’s odds everywhere 
you look, whether it’s 
weather, markets, or 
finances — and you just 
got to put your head down 
and push through it.”

After a year of following 
the Taylor family through 
a typical year on the farm, 
planting season has come 
around again.

In March and April Tay-
lor readied all of the trac-
tors, planters and other 
machinery for planting. 
This year, they will plant 
less corn then last year, 
with the ratio at one-third 
corn and two-third soy-
beans.

“We had 150 more 
acres of corn [last year] 
than we’re going to have 
this year,” Taylor said. 
He added that they were 
fortunate to yield the crop 
they did for as late as they 
planted.

“If weather gets fit here 
next week, we can have 
planting wrapped up in 10 
to 14 days, pretty easily, 
with no major hurdles,” 
Taylor said. “Get this crop 
off to a good start and 
hope to God that every-
thing goes pretty smooth.”

Taylor finished hauling 
grain in early March, and 
now he is tending to his 
seed customers, who are 
ready to have seed deliv-
ered or are ready to pick it 
up. “It’s going to get real, 
real quick,” Taylor said, 

referring to his seed busi-
ness.

The end of a hectic year
He described this past 

year as “hectic.”
“We had a lot of things 

against us last year,” 
Taylor said. One of the 
biggest challenges was 
machinery. Last spring 
Taylor was short a tractor 
and was waiting on the 
tractor to be delivered 
while other farmers had 
already started planting.

“It was warm, the 
ground was good. We 
were fit and ready and 
couldn’t go nowhere,” 
Taylor said. When they 
finally received the trac-
tor, it broke. They then 
readied another tractor, 
and it broke. “We were 
constantly just trying to 
keep stuff together.”

But that luckily turned 
out in their favor, as most 
farmers had to plant twice 
last spring.

“When everybody 
else was planting for the 

Draft Farm Bill 
brings about 
political friction

By Amanda Rockhold
arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Although the 2018 
draft farm bill has come to fruition for farmers 
and ranchers waiting to see details of the bill, the 
draft has brought about some friction.

The U.S. House Agriculture Committee 
released its proposed 2018 Farm Bill on April 12. 
On April 18, the markup bill passed on a partisan 
vote, with the Democrats in opposition. The bill, 
legislatively known as H.R.2, or The Agricultural 
and Nutrition Act of 2018, will go to a full House 
vote in the coming weeks.

Two influential agricultural organizations are 
also on opposing sides. The Farm Bureau Federa-
tion President Zippy Duvall responded positively 
to the proposed farm bill, while the Ohio Ecologi-
cal Food and Farm Association (OEFFA) was not 
pleased.

“The 2018 Farm Bill is ready for debate and 
amendments a mere six days after its intro-
duction,” said Duvall in a Farm Bureau article 
released April 19. “A vote by the full House of 
Representatives is expected to soon follow. This 
is great news for farmers and ranchers every-
where. [The legislation] takes us one step closer 
to bringing certainty to families who face the 
toughest farm economy in more than a decade.”

However, the OEFFA said in a press release 
that the “draft farm bill released last week by 
House Agriculture Chairman Conaway (R-TX) 
does not adequately address farmers’ needs or 
protect natural resources.”

The bill proposes to eliminate the National 
Organic Certification Cost-Share Program, which 
OEFFA says offsets the annual costs of U.S. 
Department of Agriculture organic certification.

In the article released April 16, OEFFA Policy 
Program Coordinator Amalie Lipstreu said, 
“OEFFA vehemently opposes cutting the cost-
share program. We have more demand for organic 
food than farmers are able to supply, and this 
program helps beginning and transitioning farm-
ers enter what is a real bright spot in American 
agriculture.”

Conaway says a lot of ‘fine-tuning’
Following the vote, House Agriculture Com-

mittee Chairman K. Michael Conaway (TX-11) 
and Vice Chairman Glenn ‘GT’ Thompson (PA-5) 
hosted an agriculture telephone news conference, 
April 19. Conaway and Thompson shared open-
ing remarks regarding the committee markup of 
the 2018 Farm Bill and opened the line to ques-
tions.

“Spirited debate, a lot of misunderstanding, still 
a lot of mis-information that the democrats are 
laboring under,” said Conaway. “We hope over the 
next several days, before we go to the floor, that 
those misunderstandings and flat wrong ideas can 
be cleared up, as to what our bill actually does.”

Bill passes through on partisan vote

Photos by amanda Rockhold | Rural life Today
Zach Taylor unloading soybean seeds into a crate, getting them ready to be delivered to a customer.

“I would like to think that if it came down 
to it and we had no money and I was losing 
money day by day, I’d still keeping doing it. 
Maybe that’s called stupidity, or maybe it’s 
called love.”

— Zach Taylor
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If you want to share a treasure from your farm, email a photo and information to gbrock@civitasmedia.com 
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Corn Planter
Pictured is a Keystone corn planter, circa 1875. This unit planted corn in hills and 
hillsides and was usually operated by a small boy sitting in front of the driver. The 

seed drop was run by hand. This planter is on display at the Agriculture Museum on 
the grounds of the OSU Molly Caren Agriculture Center in London, Madison County.

 If you want to share a treasure from your farm, email a photo and information to gbrock@aimmediamidwest.com

O
H

-7
00

46
48

1

URBANA — 
Food. I don’t have 
much of a farming 
background, but 
I certainly enjoy 
food. We need 
it to survive and 
many of us plan our 
days and events around 
delectable platters — 
weddings, dinners, get-
togethers, and so on. But 
how often to we think 
about the source?

When I go to the store, 
colorful options stacked 
high and wide fill me 
with an ease, a comfort 
that I have so many 
options from which to 
choose. I don’t have to 
scavenge or hunt for 
my dinner; it’s right 
there, placed orderly 
and priced affordably, 
just for me.

Just for me. I pick 
out a roast or an apple 
with a thoughtless sat-
isfaction. I rummage 
through the avocados 
to find just the right 
one for my guacamole, 
without a care in the 
world. I don’t have to 
think about, right?

I teeter on the side of 
caution.

I’ve been writing for 
Rural Life Today for 
about five months now, 
learning every day that 
food does not simply 
come from a shelf. I’ve 
visited several farms 
and attended mul-

tiple agricultural 
events, speeches 
and discussions. 
The most signifi-
cant aspect I’ve 
gained from talk-
ing with those in 

the agriculture indus-
try is a more mindful 
appreciation for our 
food and our farmers.

Farming and raising 
livestock is an impor-
tant and complicated 
process. And when I sit 
down for a meal, I’m at 
the end of that process. 
The average consumer 
may never know the 
intricate knowledge of 
what it takes to pro-
duce healthy and afford-
able food for the world 
— but we shouldn’t 
allow ourselves to walk 
blindly through the 
grocery aisles, grabbing 
items as if it’s as simple 
as that.

Think and consider. 
That’s what I will do as 
I continue my journey 
with Rural Life Today, 
hoping to tell the story 
of our food system and 
those within it.

I have a vivid memo-
ry of when I was in col-
lege, my golf coach in 
the driver’s seat of our 
team van. I was in the 
passenger’s seat, watch-
ing the slow-moving 
tractor chugging along, 
a train of cars behind it.

“Ugh. Maybe tractors 

should only be allowed 
to drive on the roads at 
night,” I said.

My golf coach said 
very sternly that those 
tractors and the farm-
ers in them produce 
the food we eat. I felt 
my cheeks grow warm, 
knowing I offended 
her and that my com-
ment was thoughtless. I 
found out later that her 
husband was a farmer.

As I sit in front of my 
computer, writing to 
you about the impor-
tance of agriculture, 
farmers and ranchers 
are out there living it, 
breathing it, day and 
night, for hours on end.

So tomorrow morning 
when you wake up and 
inhale the scent of brew-
ing coffee, pour yourself 
a cup, walk outside and 
consider the earth from 
which it came.

amanda Rockhold is the staff 
writer for Rural life Today and 
can be reached at arockhold@
aimmediamidwest.com or at 740-
852-1616, extension 1617. 

Appreciating food and farmers
Amanda 
Rockhold
staff
Writer

“Think and consider. 
That’s what I will 
do as I continue my 
journey with Rural 
Life Today, hoping 
to tell the story of 
our food system and 
those within it.”

URBANA — 
Because of my 
advanced certifica-
tion in Theriogenol-
ogy (reproduc-
tion), books I have 
authored and expe-
riences, I occasionally am 
retained to evaluate and 
testify in litigation cases 
regarding animals. While 
generally these cases are 
large animal livestock 
cases, I occasionally 
accept a small animal 
case that appears fairly 
straight forward. Such 
was the case with Chung 
Yun Bi. In hindsight I 
accepted this case but it 
soon became apparent it 
didn’t meet my criteria. 
I have wondered what I 
was thinking that day.

I first became acquaint-
ed after she called me 
from California late one 
afternoon. I could barely 
understand her because 
of a heavy accent. Origi-
nally I thought she was 
Vietnamese but ultimately 
learned she was Chinese. 
The story was about her 
cat, Fluffy, who had died 
while under the care of 
the staff veterinarians at a 
veterinary hospital. I rec-
ognized the name of the 
hospital and the lead vet-
erinarian as he had very 
high profile in veterinary 
circles on the west coast.

As I interviewed her I 
learned that there were 
actually three veterinar-
ians from different vet-
erinary hospitals she was 
seeking to sue. She had 
been very specific about 
Fluffy’s care although she 
was not specific about 
what she fed her cat.

I told Chung Yun Bi 
that for my retainer fee 
I would read through 
the medical records and 
give her an oral report 
on the medical care of 
Fluffy. She immediately 
started complaining she 
couldn’t afford my fees. 
I knew even though she 
complained that my 
retainer probably wasn’t 
much more than she had 
paid for the high profile 
veterinarians who treated 
Fluffy. Finally after much 
harangue from Chung 
Yun Bi, I agreed to read 

and evaluate the 
records for about 
half my usual fee.

I asked her, “Do 
you have an attor-
ney?” I learned a 
long time ago that 

an attorney is usually the 
key person to discuss the 
case for the legal aspects. 
In addition the attorney 
often will act as a buffer 
between me and the cli-
ent, especially on small 
animal cases because 
these animal owners 
are much more involved 
emotionally. They often 
are difficult to interview 
about their animal in 
any case that “had went 
south.” Chun Yun Bi 
answered, “No, I do not.”

I told her, I would dis-
cuss the case with her 
after my evaluation of the 
records but it was impor-
tant for me to work with 
her through an attorney. 
In this case I had great 
difficulty understanding 
her plus it seemed she 
would be very high main-
tenance.

She sent me the 
medical records plus a 
check for the negotiated 
retainer.

I read through the 
100 pages of records. It 
was apparent that Fluffy 
had several major health 
issues including kidney 
failure, suspected liver 
cancer or possibly cirrho-
sis, a chronic long-term 
gastrointestinal disease, 
sinusitis and diabetes 
– not the least of which 
the cat was a 17-year-old 
spayed female.

Cats with excellent care 
often live to be 20 years 
old but this cat had had 
too many health issues 
to expect that - even if it 
did have nine lives. It was 
also apparent that Chung 
Yun Bi was an extremely 
difficult client. From the 
hospital records, it was 
apparent while her cat 
was hospitalized. She 
often called the clinic 
eight times a day. She also 
spent hours at the hospi-
tal visiting Fluffy on her 
days off from work. Fre-
quently she appeared to 
be petulant and demand-
ing with the clinic staff. 

She was banned from call-
ing the clinic. When she 
wanted to check on her 
cat, she had to contact 
the veterinarian by e-mail. 
That did seem a little over 
the top but it was appar-
ent there were difficult 
issues in communicat-
ing with Chung Yun Bi. 
Apparently she had been 
banished from that clinic 
prior to taking her cat to 
another specialty clinic.

Her attorney e-mailed 
me for an appointment 
to discuss Chung Yun 
Bi and her cat. From 
her conversation during 
our conference call, she 
was obviously an animal 
lover. She and I immedi-
ately communicated well 
together as we discussed 
Fluffy’s case.

The rubber was about 
to hit the road. The attor-
ney asked, “What do you 
think? Are those vets 
guilty of malpractice?”

“No, the records don’t 
appear to validate Chung 
Yun Bi’s claim.” I didn’t 
mince words. “She was a 
very difficult client that 
listened poorly to instruc-
tions when Fluffy went 
home. In addition she 
was very disruptive from 
the number of calls she 
made to each of the clin-
ics when they cared for 
Fluffy.” I also suggested, 
“If anything the veterinar-
ians might be guilty was 
a lack of compassion for 
Chung Yun Bi during her 
rants about Fluffy’s medi-
cal crisis.”

This appeared to be the 
end of the case but little 
did I know. Chung Yun Bi 
called me the following 
day requesting her money 
back. I told her my fee 
was for reading the medi-
cal records and giving her 
an oral report.

A few weeks later a 
process server arrived 
on my doorstep with a 
subpoena to appear in 
California state court in 
Los Angeles. I handed the 
subpoena back to the pro-
cess server because Cali-
fornia state court has no 
jurisdiction in Ohio. Over 
the next couple of weeks, 

An invitation from Judge Judy
Don 
Sanders
Contributing 
columnist

See JUDGE | 3
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Conaway said that this 
farm bill was three years 
in the making, in addi-
tion to more than 100 
hearings. “The non-SNAP 
titles are relatively the 
same as they were out 
of the 2014 bill,” said 
Conaway. He added that 
cotton and dairy were 
“taken care of” as part of 
the natural disaster bill 
that took place earlier this 
year. “We update the ARC 
county payment scheme 
to use better data. We 
allow for some adjust-
ments to yield based on 
droughts—more fine-
tuning in that one.”

“On conservation, we 
eliminate the CSP (Con-
servation Stewardship 
Program) program. We 
don’t abrogate any of 
those existing contracts. 
They all get to runoff, but 
we aren’t going to create 
any new CSP contract. 
That money will then 
pivot over to EQUIP, 
which many of us believe 
is a better use of tax-
payer dollars, in terms of 
addressing conservation 
issues across this land.” 
EQIP is the Environmen-
tal Quality Incentives 
Program.

Lipstreu disagrees and 

said that, “cherry pick-
ing a few components of 
CSP to be included in the 
EQIP program is detri-
mental to comprehensive 
conservation planning 
and a disincentive to 
farmers who choose to 
implement advanced con-
servation practices on an 
ongoing basis.”

According to OEFFA’s 
news release, Lipstreau 
said that OEFFA is 
“pleased to see some posi-
tive provisions in this bill, 
but they are overshad-
owed by the elimination 
of tools and resources to 
help farmers and com-
munities become more 
sustainable.”

Conaway said that with 
many of the other titles, 
there was more “fine-tun-
ing than anything else.”

SNAP
Conaway said that 

SNAP (Supplemental 

Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram) program and the 
nutrition title received 
the most changes. Dur-
ing the conference call, 
Thompson spoke in more 
detail about SNAP and 
nutrition in the draft bill.

“The unfortunate part 
of yesterday [April 18] 
was the politics, some of 
the first politics I’ve seen 
from some of my col-
leagues that I’ve worked 
very closely with this 
nutrition title on,” said 
Thompson. “It seemed 
like they were focused on 
this nutrition title when 
we’ve done over 21 hear-
ings, over 80 witnesses 
over the course of now 
the fourth year. That part 
was not so positive for 
me.”

Although the Demo-
crats did not offer any 
amendments, Thompson 
said that the Republicans 
seized on four sugges-

tions from the democrats 
in the nutrition title.

“Nineteen of [Demo-
crats] wrote to the 
Chairman and ranking 
member, asking that we 
certainly continue to 
encourage states to col-
laborate with businesses 
and educational leaders 
to provide innovative 
employment and training 
options, opportunities 
and programs — And 
that’s what we put in the 
nutrition title,” Thomp-
son said.

Any member of the 
House of Representa-
tives is able to offer 
amendments during the 
decision process when 
it goes to the floor, but 
they must go through the 
rules process.

“Food and security is a 
big part of the farm bill. 
Seventy-seven percent 
of what we spend in the 
farm bill is to address 
food and secure people 
and families. With our 
food banks, we’ve taken 
that from 15 million to 
60 million dollars fund-
ing.” Thompson added 
that 20 million of that 
specifically targets allow-
ing food banks pantries 
to work directly with 
farmers.

He added that the farm 
bill also incentivizes 
nutrition, education and 

healthy eating through 
the continuation of the 
Food Insecurity Nutri-
tion Incentives (FINI) 
Program. Thompson said 
that the bill builds on 
this program by provid-
ing incentives and sup-
port to retailers.

“We are allowing the 
states, under this new 
bill, to keep up to 50 per-
cent of what they discov-
er in fraud and abuse,” 
said Thompson. But the 
states are required to 
invest that back into the 
nutrition title.

Conaway said that 
about 35 percent of 
people in this country is 
experiencing food inse-
curity as a result of acute 
financial distress. “Every 
person who finds them 
food insecure within that 
category ought to have a 
pathway to opportunity,” 
Conaway said.

“We can’t solve every 
problem known to man 
with this program, we’re 
not intending to. But we 
are trying to solve — for 
those folks who want to 
help themselves, get off 
that endless treadmill of 

poverty, and get on that 
on-ramp, we’re going to 
give them that helping 
hand up,” said Thomp-
son.

NFU opposes bill
The National Farmers 

Union (NFU) shared 
a news release April 
25 stating that NFU 
opposes the draft bill. 
According to the release 
NFU board members and 
other state presidents 
voted against the bill 
and NFU stated “The 
House Farm Bill (H.R. 
2), as currently written, 
lacks the improvements 
needed to help farmers 
cope with continued low 
prices.”

The release quotes 
Ohio Farmers Union 
President Joe Logan: 
“We are very disappoint-
ed that the House Ag 
Committee has turned 
a blind eye toward the 
urgent need of farmers 
for a strong safety net 
and likewise to the nutri-
tion needs of America’s 
least fortunate in both 
rural and urban commu-
nities.”

Will they be finished 
by the end of May? “It 
all depends on mother 
nature. The National 
Weather Service is pre-
dicting a wet May, so that 
could throw a chink in it. 
We really need about two 
weeks of good weather. 
So it could be a bit diffi-
cult,” Custer cautioned.

In Fayette County, no 
one has had a chance to 
plant either corn or soy-
beans in April, according 
to OSU Extension Educa-
tor Ken Ford.

”To my knowledge, I 
haven’t heard of any corn 
or soybeans planted at 
this point, at least not in 
Fayette County. We have 
had some pockets of dry 
area where there has been 
a little bit of spraying and 
anhydrous, but that is 
all so far. I know of one 
farmer who has had 900 
acres of anhydrous so 
far,” Ford said.

Ford pointed out that 
each year is different. 
“Last year we had a lot 
of acreage planted prior 

to April 27 and probably 
60-80 percent of that was 
replanted (because of 
flooding last spring). We 
had a lot of corn replant-
ed. Just about anything 
planted after last April 28 
did fine,” he pointed out.

“At this point, I 

wouldn’t say we are com-
pletely behind. I know 
there are guys who get 
itchy when it is the end of 
April and not planted yet. 
With the size of equip-
ment we have now, it 
won’t take long once they 
get started,” said Ford.

During the week end-
ing April 15, for example, 
there were just 1.4 days 
suitable for fieldwork in 
Ohio, according to Cheryl 
Turner, OSU Statistician 
with the USDA’s National 
Agricultural Statistics 
Service.

According to her 
report, confined live-
stock continued to be 
stressed during the last 
cold, wet week. Oats 
were planted at a slower 
pace compared to the 
5-year planted progress 
average. No reports of 
corn or soybeans going 
in the ground as planted 
progress continued to fall 
behind recent years due 
to poor weather condi-
tions.

In Allen County, Kelly 
Coble, OSU Extension, 
confirmed the report. 
“There was work in the 
fields for about one day. 
We had a farmer come 
in and tell us that he saw 
people working their 
fields just one day in May. 
Farmers have been saying 
they haven’t been able to 
dress their winter wheat. 
Last year we had a lot 
more planting done,” she 
said.

Jason Hedrick, OSU 
Extension, Putnam Coun-
ty, said that in his county, 
there is “a whole lot of 
inactivity. It has been 
wet, very wet. As soon 
as we see signs of things 
drying out, it rains again. 
I have not seen anything 

local being done so far. 
No movement at all. 
Everyone is kind of biting 
at the bit.”

When asked if there 
has been any planting 
so far in Greene County, 
Extension Educator 
Trevor Corboy said, 
“Not that I am aware of. 
No one has been able to 
plant anything in Greene 
County. There has been 
some equipment prepara-
tion done, but very little 
spraying. Also, with the 
soil temperature as low 
as it is, even if we did get 
dry weather, we would 
not have any seed emer-
gence because of the tem-
peratures.”

Corboy said in Greene 
County they are “fairly 
behind, corn especially 
that normally goes out in 
the late April early May 
time frame.” He added 
that they are a couple of 
weeks behind in planting 
in Greene County.

Now farmers in Ohio 
must wait to see what 
Mother Nature has 
in store for them this 
month, in May, and if 
their planting will be 
back on schedule for 
2018.

two more process servers 
appeared on my doorstep. 
Each time I refused to be 
served because of a lack 

of jurisdiction.
I didn’t hear more from 

Chung Yun Bi until receiv-
ing a letter from Judge 
Judy. Her Honor offered 
to pay for my trip to Cali-
fornia including air fare, 
hotel room, meals and 

$250 if I agreed to appear 
in The People’s Court. In 
addition if I lost, Judge 
Judy would pay my judg-
ment! What a deal! But, I 
didn’t go.

The last act that Chung 
Yun Bi has done is to put 

my name on a website 
called “Truthfinders.” 
Each week it sends a 
notice to click on the site 
if the reader wishes to 
learn about my criminal 
past – all over a cat that 
had used up its nine lives.

From page 2

Judge

Gary Brock | aIm media
Spring farm field work finally got under way in most of Ohio the week of April 30. This field is being 
sprayed April 30 in Fayette County.

From page 1

Cold

NFU BOARD 
The NFu Board also established a resolution with 
suggested improvements to the bill, and some of those 
suggestions can be viewed here: https://ohfarmersunion.
org/read-the-nfu-board-resolution-opposing-current-
house-farm-bill/?
To view the full text of The agricultural and Nutrition 
act of 2018, visit: https://agriculture.house.gov/
uploadedfiles/agriculture_and_nutrition_act_of_2018.
pdf
see policy highlights here: https://agriculture.house.gov/
uploadedfiles/agriculture_and_nutrition_act_top_10_
highlights.pdf

From page 1

Bill

GRAND GARAGES
POLE BUILDINGS & 
STORAGE SHEDS

FEATURING QUALITY CUSTOM-BUILT GARAGES AT BELOW PREFAB PRICES

WE CHALLENGE YOU
TO COMPARE OUR QUALITY AND PRICES WITH ANYONE!!!
All things being equal - We won’t be undersold!!

www.ohiogaragebuilders.com - 1-800-398-2154

SATISFYING THOUSANDS OF CUSTOMERS SINCE 1991!
Ohio's 
Largest 
Garage 
Builders
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CARS
2007 MERCEDES-BENZ C280 4MATIC

Sunroof, Super Clean ............................................................ $3,995
2009 CHEVROLET IMPALA LT

Sunroof, Local Trade In, V6................................................... $5,495
2008 CHEVROLET HHR SS

2.0 Turbo, Super Clean, Local Trade-In ................................. $5,995
2007 SATURN SKY CONVERTIBLE

4 Cyl., 5 Speed, Leather Int ................................................... $6,795
2008 CHEVROLET IMPALA LTZ

Heated, Leather Seats, Sunroof, 1 Owner .............................. $6,995
2008 MAZDA 6

4 cyl, Auto, Power Seats, Alloy Wheels, Only 64,000 Miles.... $6,995
2007 PONTIAC G6

4 Cyl, Auto, Alloy Wheels, Only 69,000 Miles ........................ $6,995
2010 CHEVROLET MALIBU LTZ

Sunroof, Heated Leather, 4 Cyl, Only 67,000 Miles, Local Trade In... $9,895
2014 VW JETTA

4 cyl, Auto, Extra Clean, Only 37,000 Miles .................................. $9,295
2012 CHEVROLET MALIBU LS

4 Cyl, Only 43,000 Miles .................................................... $10,995
2015 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA SE

1.8 Turbo, Alloys Wheels, Only 27,000 Miles ..................... $12,995
2013 HYUNDAI SONATA LTD.

Sunroof, Heated Leather Seats, 43,000 Miles ..................... $14,995
2016 HONDA CIVIC LX

4 Door, 4 cycle, Auto, Only 19,000 Miles...................................$15,995
2014 CHEVROLET IMPALA LT

V6, Sunroof, Power Seats................................................... $16,995
2017 TOYOTA CAMRY SE

Power Seat, Alloy Wheels, Spoiler, Only 14,000 Miles........ $16,995
2016 HONDA CIVIC EX-T

Sunroof, Alloy Wheels, Only 2,900 Miles ........................... $18,995
TRUCKS & SUVS

2006 CHEVROLET EQUINOX LS
FWD, V6, Local Trade, Super Clean ....................................... $4,495

2008 SATURN VUE XE
4 cyl, Auto, Only 54,000 miles............................................... $7,295

2009 JEEP PATRIOT SPORT
4x4, 4 Cyl., 5 speed, Only 37,000 Miles ................................ $7,995

2011 FORD TRANSIT CONNECT XLT
Ladder Rack, Tool Bins, Only 70,000 Miles ........................... $8,995

2010 FORD ESCAPE XLT
AWD, V6, Sunroof, Only 66,000 miles................................... $9,695

2010 CHEVY COLORADO EXT. CAB
4x4, 4 cyl. Auto, AC, Cruise ................................................... $9,795

2009 FORD RANGER SUPER CAB XLT
4x4, V6, PW, PL, Only 76,000 Miles...................................... $9,995

2006 CHEVROLET AVALANCHE Z71 4X4
Super Clean Inside & Out................................................... $10,995
2006 GMC SIERRA 1500 CREW CAB SLE 4X4

Sunroof 5.3 V8................................................................... $10,995
2009 CHEVROLET TRAVERSE LT

FWD, Alloy Wheels, Power Drivers Seat, Only 61,000 Miles ......... $11,995
2015 FORD ESCAPE SE

FWD, 4 cyl., Ecoboost Power Seats, Alloy Wheels .............. $13,295
2012 FORD F250 REG CAB 4X4

6.2 L Gas, AC, Tow Package ............................................... $15,495

2008 CHEVROLET SILVERADO EXT. CAB LT
4x4, 5.3 V8, Tow Pack, Alloy Wheels......................................$15,495

2013 VW TIGUAN SE AWD
Heated Leather, Sunroof, Navigation, Only 39,000 Miles .... $16,495

2006 DODGE RAM 2500 QUAD CAB SLT
4x4, 5.9 Diesel, Newer Tires, 2-Tone Paint ......................... $17,495

2016 JEEP RENEGADE LATITUDE 4X4
2.4L 4 Cyl, Alloy Wheels, Remote Start, Only 17,000 Miles...$17,995

2011 FORD F150 CREW CAB XLT
4x4, 3.5 Ecoboost V6, Chrome Wheels, Assist Steps......... $18,395

2011 FORD EXPLORER LMTD 4X4
Sunroof, Navigation, Rear Buckets, Heated Leather ............ $18,495

2012 GMC YUKON SLE 4X4
Sunroof, 7 Passenger, Power Driver’s Seat ......................... $18,495

2008 FORD F350 CREW CAB LARIAT
4x4, V-10, Loaded with Options, 92,000 miles................... $18,995

2015 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN SXT
Only 13,000 Miles, Power Seats, Power Side Door & Hatch ....$17,995

2011 GMC SIERRA 1500 SLE Z71
Ext. Cab, 4x4, 5.3 V8, Tow Package, Only 54,000 Miles...... $18,995

2017 CHEVROLET EQUINOX LT
FWD, Power Seat, Back Up Camera, 19,000 Miles ............. $18,995

2013 FORD F150 SUPER CAB SXT
4x4 5.0 V8, Only 36,000 Miles ........................................... $19,495
2014 CHEVY SILVERADO 1500 REG CAB 4X4

Long Bed, V6, Auto, AC, Only 31,000 miles ....................... $20,995
2013 CHEVROLET SILVERADO LT EXT CAB

2WD, 5.3 V8, Fully Loaded, Tow Pack, 41,000 Miles ......... $20,995
2011 FORD F150 CREW CAB XLT 4X4

5.0 V8, Power Seats, Only 35,000 Miles............................. $21,995
2013 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500 EXT CAB LT
5.3 V8, Power Seat, Climate Control, New Tires, Only 54,000 miles........ $21,995
2014 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500 DOUBLE CAB LT
5.3 V8, Power Seat, Climate Control, Tow Pack, Only 34,000 Miles ...............................$23,995
2015 CHEVROLET SILVERADO REG CAB 2500

4x4, PW PL Cruise, Assist Steps........................................ $24,995
2015 GMC ACADIA SLT AWD

Sunroof, Rear Buckets, Local Trade, Only 16,000 Miles, NICE!.. $28,495
2015 FORD F150 CREW CAB XLT, FX4 OFF ROAD
EcoBoost V6, 20” Alloy Wheels, Only 26,000 Miles............ $29,995

2016 RAM 2500 CREW CAB SLT
4x4, 5.7 Hemi, Chrome Wheels, Only 36,000 Miles............ $30,495

2015 GMC SIERRA CREW CAB SLT
4x4, Heated Leather, Local Trade, 44,000 Miles ........................... $32,995
2016 JEEP WRANGLER UNLIMITED SAHARA 4X4
Only 14,000 miles, Heated Seats, Navigation, Hard & Soft Top ....... $32,995
2012 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 3500 CREW CAB LTZ
4x4, Dually, Duramax, Loaded, Only 92,000 Miles ............. $34,995
2012 DODGE RAM 2500 QUAD CAB 4X4 LARAMIE
6.7 Diesel Sunroof, Navigation, Heated & Cooled Seats.........$35,495

2017 FORD EXPEDITION EL LIMITED
4X4, Navigation, Headed & Cooled Seats ........................... $37,495

SCHOTT
BROTHERS SALES

811 Nevada Rd., Bucyrus
(419) 562-1748
PRE-OWNED CARS, TRUCKS, VANS & SUVS

OH-0001210553

Amanda Rockhold
arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com

WILBERFORCE — 
U.S. Secretary of Agri-
culture Sonny Perdue 
visited Greene County 
April 5 and fielded ques-
tions from agriculture 
students, including the 
hot topic of the U.S. 
trade war with China.

“The President has 
told me personally that 
he’s not going to allow 
farmers to bear the 
brunt and to be the vic-
tims of trade disputes 
here,” Perdue said, refer-
ring to recent tariffs 
China put on steel and 
aluminum, and the issue 
of China stealing U.S. 
intellectual property, 
including agricultural 
property.

Perdue visited with 
students and faculty of 
Central State University 
(CSU) on campus in 

Wilberforce during his 
“Back to Our Roots” 
RV Tour. While there 
he went on a tour of the 
university’s College of 
Engineering, Science, 
Technology, and Agricul-
ture. He also answered 
student’s questions dur-
ing a roundtable discus-
sion.

When a student asked 
how he thinks the trade 
war issue with China 
will affect agriculture, 
Perdue said that Presi-
dent Trump is “acting 

in the best interest of 
America, generally, as 
he acknowledges that a 
major economy of the 
world is not playing by 
the right rules,” said 
Perdue.

Perdue added that 
China has violated the 
rules of fair trade for 
the past 17 or 18 years 
“without anyone calling 
(them) on it.”

“If companies want to 
do business in China, 
they’ve been forced to 
give them the code and 
the secrets of their com-
pany in order to have 
access to that market,” 
Perdue said, explaining 
how this is an unfair 
practice. “That’s exactly 
what Trump is trying to 
stop.”

Students and Greene 
County CSU Extension 
agents presented their 
programs and research 

to Perdue. Fred Hayes, 
a third-year student at 
CSU, talked about his 
ecology research on 
wetlands and species 
conservation. Hayes said 
that Perdue “is in tune 
and has a knowledge for 
agriculture.”

“The future of agri-
culture is bright,” said 
Perdue, as he provided 
answers to students 
inquiring about future 
agricultural careers, agri-
cultural policies, women 
in agriculture and the 
pros and cons of working 
in the agricultural indus-
try. Perdue added that 
the Ag education and 
communications pro-
grams are important for 
students to consider.

“With social media and 
much of the information 
that flows around now, 
there’s a lot of inaccura-
cies, a lot of rumors, and 
a lot of things that aren’t 
true. Ag communication 
is a great field to be a 
truth-teller about what 
is actually happening 
in our safe food supply 
system.”

He continued, “Truth-
ful, candid, good report-
ing in Ag communica-
tions is a very needed 
field.”

He touched on the 
demographics and the 
rising age of the worker 
in the Ag industry and 
said that he is seeing a 
“resurgence of that spirit 
of the land in millenni-
als.”

CSU President Cyn-
thia Jackson-Hammond 
highlighted a CSU pro-
gram called “Seed to 
Bloom,” a USDA 2-week 
summer program, add-
ing onto Perdue’s empha-
sis of teaching young 
students about agricul-
ture in the classroom. 
The “Seed to Bloom” 
program works to teach 
young children and their 
families about healthy 
lifestyle and sustainable 
agriculture.

“I applaud you,” Per-
due told the student who 
plans to go into early 
childhood education, 
“for wanting to be in the 
classroom with young 
people to help them get 

a good start in their 
life.”

A female student at 
the roundtable asked Per-
due for advice for women 
in agriculture.

“The good news is 
agriculture is not gender-
specific,” Perdue said. 
“I’ve been in agribusiness 
for most of my career 
and what I saw of the 
women, certainly, is their 
contribution to the family 
lifestyle and the family 
productivity there. Many 
of them were really the 
business keepers of the 
business.”

He explained to the 
student, “you won’t find 
many barriers” and how 
“that soybean won’t care 
whether you’re a male or 
a female.”

Perdue said that he was 
very impressed with the 
CSU campus, the admin-
istration and the “spirit 
here of learning and 
problem-solving.”

“We live in the best 
country in the world, 
but we still got a lot of 

problems,” Perdue said, 
and added that a college 
education is about learn-
ing how to solve problems 
with research, investiga-
tion and teaching people 
how to think.

“Agriculture is the 
source of our nutrition, 
the source of our health. 
That’s why colleges and 
universities like this are 
so integral to the research 
and the extension of that 
knowledge throughout 
the productive supply 
chain.”

On his “Back to Our 
Roots” RV Tour, Perdue 
also visited other loca-
tions in Ohio, as well as 
in Michigan and Ken-
tucky.

CSU is an 1890 Land-
Grant institution and 
has university Extension 
offices in Greene, Ham-
ilton, Butler   , Lucas, 
Franklin and Cuyahoga 
Counties. For more 
information on CSU, 
visit: www.centralstate.
edu/academics/cse/
pages04.php?num=38.

Perdue talks trade, ag issues with CSU students
VIDEO TO SEE
To see video of u.s. 
secretary of agriculture 
sonny Perdue’s visit 
april 5th to Central state 
university, go to this 
newspaper’s website, 
click on the article and 
scroll down the left side 
of the article to find the 
video.

Photos by Gary Brock | aIm media
U.S. Agriculture Secretary Sonny Perdue, at left, answers a question from Central State University 
student Remi Lambirth during his agriculture panel discussion at the university.

Central State University Dean Alton B. Johnson, at left, U.S. 
Agriculture Secretary Sonny Purdue, center, and Central State 
President Cynthia Jackson-Hammond talk with agriculture students 
during a panel discussion on agriculture at the university.

Central State University student Brad Armstead and Dr. Hongmei 
Li-Byarlay, at left, Central State University researcher and assistant 
professor, at center, showing U.S. Agriculture Secretary Sonny 
Perdue the Virtual Reality glasses during his visit to the university.
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Office Hours - 7am - 5pm

 Our mission is to help companies 
around the world create healthy, natural 

products of the highest quality.
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second time, we were 
finishing our first,” said 
Taylor.

A bountiful harvest
He said that the great-

est success from last year 
were yields.

“We had a harvest that 
we never thought that we 
were going to have when 
we finished planting on 
June 13,” Taylor said, 
explaining that they had 
a bountiful harvest. “If 
you’d told me on June 13 
of last year that we were 
going to shell 200 plus 
bushel corn and cut 55 
bushels (per acre) beans, 
I would have told you, 
you were full of it.”

Taylor said that for 
corn, this last harvest 
was the best they have 
ever had. He added that 
most of the soybeans 
were above average, too. 
He admits that the beans 
could have been better, 
but they were planted 
late.

However, prices weren’t 

great.
“John F. Kennedy said 

it years ago: the farmer’s 
the only one out there 
who buys everything at 
retail, sells everything at 
wholesale and then pays 
the trucking both ways,” 
said Taylor. “And he’s 
about right.”

The Taylor girls
Taylor’s 6-year-old 

daughter, Shelby, received 
her two show pigs in 
April, which she will 
take to open shows this 
summer. Her first official 
show with pigs was in 
Louisville last summer.

She has also partici-
pated in the county fair 

shows for three years 
now. In addition to her 
pigs, Shelby has a min-
iature Hereford cow and 
two goats. “She loves 
pigs. She likes helping me 
in the barn,” said Taylor.

Taylor’s wife, Stepha-
nie, has had a couple of 
4-H meetings and her 
group of Cloverbuds has 

grown this year. The Ohio 
4-H Cloverbud Program is 
for youth 5 to 8 years of 
age, of which Stephanie is 
a leader.

Taylor said that Stepha-
nie gardens every year 
and this year they have 
added a small greenhouse 
to the garden. The loca-
tion where she gardens 
is the same spot where 
Taylor’s great grandfather 
used to garden. Stephanie 
grows a wide variety of 
vegetables and already 
has pumpkins planted.

Life of a farmer
Although the Taylor’s 

had a successful harvest 
after a hectic year, he talk-
ed about what he would 
do if that wasn’t the case.

“There’s very few of us 
[farmers] out here who 
would continue to do 
this at a loss, just for the 
fun of it,” Taylor said. “I 
would like to think that 
if it came down to it and 
we had no money and I 
was losing money day by 
day, I’d still keep doing it. 
Maybe that’s called stu-
pidity, or maybe it’s called 
love.”

This summer, look for an update on 
the Zachary Taylor farm family.

From page 1

Year

Photos by amanda Rockhold | Rural life Today
Zach Taylor putting soybean seeds into his seed tender, a machine with a movable conveyor and can be 
used to fill trailers, wagons, planters and drills.

Stephanie Taylor’s new greenhouse on her vegetable garden.

WASHINGTON – The 
American Farm Bureau 
Federation and Ohio 
Farm Bureau in March 
presented Sen. Rob 
Portman (R-Ohio) with 
AFBF’s Golden Plow 
award. The Golden Plow 
is the highest honor the 
organization gives to 
sitting members of Con-
gress.

“Senator Portman is 
a champion for farmers, 
particularly on regula-
tory reform,” said AFBF 
President Zippy Duvall. 
As lead sponsor of the 
Regulatory Accountability 
Act, he “is working to 
bring common sense to 
the federal rule-making 
process,” Duvall noted. 
“Farm Bureau is grateful 
for his dedicated service 
to agriculture and rural 
America.”

Ohio Farm Bureau 
endorsed Portman for the 

award because of his com-
mitment in Congress to 
issues important to farm-

ers and ranchers. Ohio 
Farm Bureau appreciates 
that the senator’s priori-

ties align with those of its 
members.

“Senator Portman has 

always been an advocate 
for Ohio’s farmers,” said 
Frank Burkett III, presi-
dent, Ohio Farm Bureau. 
“His leadership on issues 
such as regulatory reform 
is appreciated and valued. 
When Farm Bureau mem-
bers need to talk, Senator 
Portman is always ready 
to listen.”

Portman currently 
serves on the Senate 
Energy and Natural 
Resources Committee, 
Finance Committee, 
Foreign Relations Com-
mittee, Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental 
Affairs Committee, and 
Joint Economic Com-
mittee. Portman’s work 
in the Senate includes 
strong advocacy for tax 
reform and leadership 
in eliminating the UBIT 
provision from the Senate 
tax reform bill. He also 
knows how important 

export markets are to the 
farm economy, especially 
now, as a surplus of com-
modities continues to put 
pressure on the prices 
farmers receive.

Portman is a former 
U.S. Trade Representative 
under President George 
H.W. Bush. He served in 
the U.S. House from 1993 
to 2005.

AFBF’s Golden Plow 
award recognizes mem-
bers of Congress who 
exemplify agricultural 
leadership and support 
of Farm Bureau policies. 
Recipients are chosen for 
having a philosophy or 
record that demonstrates 
a commitment to sound 
agricultural policies sup-
ported by Farm Bureau, 
the private enterprise 
system, fiscal conserva-
tism and reduced federal 
regulation of businesses 
and individuals.

Portman honored with Farm Bureau Golden Plow Award

Contributed photo
AFBF President Zippy Duvall (left) and Ohio Farm Bureau President Frank Burkett III (right) presented 
Sen. Rob Portman with the Golden Plow award.
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Fun Farm Facts
RuralLifeToday.com

Did you know?

For Updated Farm and Agricultural
Information, go to...

RuralLifeToday.com

Raising beef cattle is the single largest segment of American agriculture.  Here 
are 10 facts about U.S.and Ohio beef production, according to the USDA and 
OSU Extension: 
    • The United States produces more beef than any other country in the world.
    • In Ohio, the commodity value of cattle and calves sold in 2012 was $689.6 
      million, placing it 25th in the nation.
    • Ohio exports more than $190 million in meat annually to Canada,
      our biggest export to that country.
    • Ohio sells about $4.4 million annually in cattle to Mexico.
    • Worldwide, as of 2015, the U.S. sells almost 60 percent of our beef to
      Free Trade partners.
    • Texas was the number one state in 2012 in beef sales, totaling $13 billion.
    • In 2012, sales of cattle and calves in the United States totaled $76.4 billion, 
      a 25 jump since 2007.
    • There are 19,953 cattle farms in Ohio, as of the 2012 agriculture census.
    • There are approximately 1.2 million head of cattle and calves in Ohio
    • Which county has the highest number of cattle on inventory in Ohio? 
      Wayne County, at just under 100,000 head. 

Beef: Ten Ohio, U.S. facts
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By Amanda Rockhold
arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com

EDITOR’S NOTE: This 
is the first in a year-long 
series following the lives 
of an Ohio farm fam-
ily. This year Rural Life 
Today is following the 
Guy and Sandy Ashmore 
family of Clinton County.

CLARKSVILLE — 
Guy and Sandy Ashmore 
put 10,000 plants in the 
field April 22 after a cold 
and wet month. As the 
weather warms, they will 
be cutting lettuce almost 
every day on their certi-
fied organic farm located 
in between two state 
parks in southern Ohio.

The couple joined the 
Ohio Ecological Food 
and Farm Association 
(OEFFA) in 1988 and 
began transitioning their 

conventional farm into an 
organic produce farm. In 
1998, they became certi-
fied organic and gave up 
all of their rented ground, 
about 650 acres on which 
they were growing corn, 
beans and wheat, and 
concentrated on produce.

“It was all rented 
ground and we started 
losing ground to develop-
ment,” Guy said. “We 
decided to go a different 
route. Now they have 
about 17 plots on their 
main field, each about an 
acre.

Until this year, they 
raised, processed and sold 
chickens and turkeys, and 
had an egg business for 
about 20 years. However, 
their produce business 
has grown and they have 
begun to sell wholesale.

“As the produce has 

grown, we’ve kind of tran-
sitioned out of livestock,” 
Guy said. He added that 
they have changed with 
the markets and have 
more “streamlined” their 
business instead of doing 
various things.

Wholesale is about half 
of their business, with 
the other half going to 
their Community Sup-
ported Agriculture (CSA) 
pick-up business and the 
farmer’s market. They 
also sell produce from a 
small building at the front 
of their property, utilizing 
an honor system. This 
building is stocked with 
produce and people wait 
on themselves and pay.

The couple has done 
this (honor system) since 
1988 and Sandy said 
that’s how they sold most 
of their eggs. In addition 

to the locals, during the 
summer they get a lot of 
people traveling to the 
surrounding state parks.

Guy said that the honor 
system has worked well. 
“You expect good things 
out of people, you get 
good things. People are 
good.”

They are also develop-
ing an additional small 
building into what Sandy 
described as a “cold 
box.” This will work as a 
self-serve honor system 
stand with the ability to 
put fresh cut flowers and 
perishable produce in a 
refrigerated environment. 
“We hope to have it going 
by the end of May,” Guy 
said.

During the winter, they 
utilize their four high tun-
nels and a greenhouse, 
a total of 6,000 square 
feet. Soon they will start 
direct-seeding in the 
fields. They harvest hay 
twice per year and use 
that as manure for their 
crops.

They’ve been able to 
transplant a lot of cool 
season crops during the 

month of April, such as 
kale, cabbage spinach 
and beets. They have also 
been harvesting lettuce 
from their high tunnels.

They conduct a winter 
CSA pickup business, 
consisting of about 50 
clients, as well as a sum-
mer CSA with around 30 
clients.

Their property totals 
to about 48 acres and 30 
of those acres are tillable. 
The couple raises about 
30 different crops and 
around 130 different vari-
eties on eight to 10 acres.

“We’ve got a perennial 
planting we’re going to do 
of asparagus,” Sandy said. 
They currently have some 
asparagus and plan to 
add about 1,000 crowns 
every year for the next 
five years.

Guy said that they 
would usually have more 
field work done in April, 
but “we didn’t get hardly 
anything done in March,” 
Guy said and explained 
that they’re kind of 
behind.

But Sandy said that 
they believe the whole 

season is behind. “If you 
look at when flowering 
trees have been blooming, 
it’ a week or two behind, 
I think. But we’ll probably 
catch up.”

Children
“The children have 

always been involved,” 
Guy said. Guy and Sandy 
have three adult chil-
dren, Nellie, Maggie and 
Conard.

Their daughter, Nellie, 
owns and operates That 
Girl’s Flowers from the 
family farm in Clarksville. 
Nellie works full-time as 
a flower farmer and has 
been doing so for about 
five years.

“[Nellie] has built it 
into something that we 
never could have envi-
sioned,” Sandy said. Nel-
lie is also a “farmer flo-
rist,” meaning that she is 
a floral designer in addi-
tion to a flower farmer.

Maggie raises produce 
and grass-fed meat full-
time in eastern Kentucky.

Their son, Conard, lives 
on the farm and currently 
works with the produce 
about one day per week. 
However, this year he 
will be transitioning to 
work full-time on That 
Guy’s Family Farm, grow-
ing produce and raising 
around 10 hogs.

“It’s hard as a direct-
market farmer to do it 
all,” said Sandy. Their 
son Conard interned for 
about four years on vari-
ous farms in California, 
Florida and New Mexico.

“[Conard] brought back 
lots of ideas and experi-

Farm family ready for spring

amanda Rockhold | Rural life Today
Guy and Sandy Ashmore of That Guy’s Family Farm a couple of days 
after planting rows of garlic plants.

See SPRING | 7
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ence from different areas 
on season extensions, dif-
ferent production models 
and with the wholesal-
ing and planting larger 
volumes of crops,” Guy 
added. They’ve incorpo-
rated a lot of those ideas 
on their farm during the 
last few years.

“Including having 
interns,” said Sandy. The 
couple also welcomes two 
interns, or apprentices, 
every summer to live and 
work on their farm from 
May to October. This year 
will be their eighth year 
of hosting apprentices.

“There’s nothing better 
than practical experi-
ence,” said Guy. “And it’s 
nice for us to have new 
energy, new ideas, and 
new questions.”

Why organic?
“Farming in the 1980s 

was really a bleak time 
in agriculture. Everyone 
was going broke, interest 
rates were crazy,” Guy 
said. “We heard about 
some farmers who were 
growing organically and 
we were looking for any 
option at that time.”

“But we were always 
kind of different. When 
we were grain farming, 
we always had a rotation. 
We had hay and wheat. 
We’d use cover crops 
even back then. We were 

always kind of environ-
mentally-minded.”

The couple went on 
a tour to see the Spray 
Brothers in Knox County 
after joining OEFFA and 
they were “floored by how 
great their crops looked. 
We were really intrigued 
by how open the organic 
community was, how 
positive everybody was,” 
Guy said.

He added that they 
didn’t have to worry 
about their kids getting 
into any chemicals or big 
machinery. “It just made 
sense to us,” Guy said. 
“Better for us, better for 
the environment, better 
for our neighbors.”

Sandy added that look-
ing at it early on, it was 
more profitable. They 
said that they could make 
more money off of fewer 
acres and not have to 
invest in machinery and 
infrastructure.

Guy said that he has 
seen an increase in organ-
ic farms in their county 
and he views that as good. 
“We don’t ever think of 
anybody as competition,” 
Guy said. “We think we 
need more people farming 
and we need more people 
buying local.”

Technology has 
changed the way people 
communicate since they 
transitioned to organic 
farmers. “People are more 
health conscious and envi-
ronmentally conscious 
than they used to be. It’s a 
good thing for our health, 

the environment, and 
small farmers trying to 
get more of the retail dol-
lar,” Guy said.

“We’re real big into 
soil-building crops, or 
cover crops. We use lots 
of different cover crops 
to add organic matter to 
the soil,” Guy said. “The 
premise of organic is you 
feed the soil and the soil 
will feed the plant.”

They run a rotation and 
try to have about 1 to 2 
years of soil building in 
that rotation.

Short turnaround crop s
The couple works long 

hours on the farm work-
ing with produce. Pro-
duce is not a long season 
crop, as compared to corn 
and soybeans.

“[Produce] can be a 
turnaround of 30 days,” 
Sandy said. “So then 
you’re planting again, 
harvesting again.” The 
couple plant about every 
week from February 
through October. They 
also harvest crops in the 
winter in the greenhouse 
and high tunnels.

“We got more control 
of the markets, more 
control of the tunnels to 
spread out our risk,” Guy 
said. With short turn-
around crops, they can 
plant more often, earlier 
and later. “We can have 
control of the price we 
get.”

Next month: more 
spring planting and 
apprentices.

From page 6

Spring

By Amanda Rockhold
arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com

CINCINNATI — Providing local 
food from farms to schools and teach-
ing students about agriculture has 
its challenges, including education, 
resources and time, according to 
attendees at the Ohio Farm to Cafete-
ria Pre-Conference.

According to the National Farm 
to School Network, “farm to school 
enriches the connection communi-
ties have with fresh, healthy food and 
local food producers by changing food 
purchasing and education practices at 
schools and early childcare and educa-
tion sites.”

The Ohio Farm to Cafeteria Pre-
Conference hosted people who par-
ticipate or are interested in farm to 
school programs, April 25, at the Duke 
Energy Center in Cincinnati. Farm to 
school programs vary by location, but 
generally they include procurement 
of local foods, education and school 
gardens.

Brian Snyder, executive director of 
InFACT (Initiative for Food and Agri-
Cultural Transformation), spoke at the 
conference about his findings from 
working with medium and large cities 

throughout Ohio.
During his visits to various cities, 

he has identified a common theme: 
the center of cities are hollowing out 
in terms of economic activity. He said 
that this includes “hundreds and hun-
dreds” of vacant business and residen-
tial spaces.

“How can we bring agriculture into 
the middle of the cities and use that 
to help revive the well being of our 
cities?” said Snyder, explaining that 
many people in these areas are think-
ing about these ideas.

The Ohio Pre-Conference provided 
attendees with a panel and forum to 
discuss and learn about challenges, 
successes and significant issues regard-
ing providing fresh food from farms to 
schools. Education and resources were 
two common topics discussed through-
out the panel.

Panel moderator Carol Smathers, 
director of Ohio Farm to School Pro-
gram, said that the intent of the panel 
was to discuss what types of policies 
could be implemented in relation to 
the three C’s: community, cafeteria and 
classroom.

Education
On the panel, Tony Staubach, Ohio 

State Extension Educator, 4-H Agri-
Science in the City, emphasized the 
significant impact that exposing young 
students to food has on their view on 
food.

Ohio hosts National 
Farm to Cafeteria event
Conference highlights 
challenges of providing 
local food to schools

See EVENT | 10
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By Amanda Rockhold
arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com

PIKETON — With 177 
total craft breweries, Ohio 
ranks 12th in the United 
States for number of craft 
breweries, according to 
the Brewers Association. 
In 2011 Ohio only had 
45 craft breweries, and 
as the number continues 
to increase, hops farms 
become a needed asset.

A craft (or small) 
brewery produces beer 
in a traditional or non-
mechanized way. Brew-
ers Association defines 
a craft brewer as “small, 
independent and tradi-
tional.”

Not unlike the unique-
ness of growing veg-
etables and cattle on 
southern hill farms, “hops 
is a different species of 
specialty crop compared 
to what is traditionally 
grown in Ohio,” accord-
ing to Brad Bergefurd, 
Ohio State Extension 
Horticulture Specialist, 
Agriculture and Natural 
Resources Educator.

Bergefurd hosted 
two bus loads of hops 
farmers and interested 
participants through the 
winding and hilly roads 
of southern Ohio. This 
tour was part of the 
Ohio State Hops Confer-
ence, Bus Tour, & Trade 
Show, March 23-24, at 
the Endeavor Center in 
Piketon.

During the bus tour, 
the group visited Old 
Dutch Hops farm in Hill-
sboro and Scott Farms in 
Georgetown, where they 
learned that talking to 
brewers is vital.

Scott Farms
Hannah Scott wel-

comed the tour group to 
Scott Farms, where her 
and her family grows just 
under two acres of hops 
with about 2,000 plants, 
consisting of 1,200 Cas-
cade hop plants and about 
800 Fuggle hop plants.

“When we first decided 
to raise hops, we talked 
to brewers,” said Hannah. 
“Talk to brewers before 
you do anything. Before 
you have plants, before 
you have land. You need 
to talk to the people who 
you think are going to 
buy your product.”

Hannah said that she 
would put challenges for 
beginning hops farmers 
into two buckets: produc-
tion and marketing. She 
emphasized the impor-
tance of marketing, how 
it is a full-time job and 
“the earlier, the better.”

Hannah said that weed 
control is one of the big-
gest issues on the hops 
farm and so they spend a 
lot of time hand-pulling 
weeds and trimming 
throughout the season.

“The yields vary 
by variety. We look at 
yields in pounds and pel-
lets,” said Hannah. She 
explained that last year 
they yielded between 
300 and 400 pounds 
of cascade pellets and 
about 10 to 15 pounds of 
Fuggle pellets.

The primary opera-
tion on Scott Farms is 
beef cattle. They also 
raise corn, soybeans and 
sometimes rye, in addi-
tion to forage crops for 
cattle feed. The total 
acreage of Scott Farms 
is between 500 and 600 
acres.

Hannah’s brother, 
Erik, and their father, 

Fred, are full-time farm-
ers, with the help of 
their mother, Frankie, 
and Hannah, who said 
that they have a lot of 
cousins who help out 
on the farm. The Scott 
family sells all through-
out the year and what-
ever they don’t sell, they 
freeze for the next year.

Frankie spoke to the 
group about their oast 
house, a food processing 
facility designed to dry 
hops. The Scott fam-
ily also uses this Ohio 
Department of Agricul-
ture (ODA) licensed 
facility to process hops 
into pellets.

For more information 
visit: www.scottfarmso-
hio.com

Old Dutch Hops
Amanda Wilson and 

Brady Kirwan of Old 
Dutch Hops grow 2 
acres of hops and in 
2017 they became Ohio’s 
first OEFFA (Ohio Eco-
logical Food and Farm 
Association) certified 
organic hopyard.

Amanda is the third 
generation on the Old 
Dutch Hops farm, 
explaining that they 
are trying to continue 
the diversified farm her 
grandparents estab-
lished. In addition to the 
hops, they have organic 
chickens and are start-
ing to make their own 
organic maple syrup.

“We’ve had a few mil-
dew problems,” Brady 

explained. “But most of 
our problems are weeds 
and Japanese beetles.” 
The couple are trying to 
manage these problems 
with livestock, referring 
to the 200 chickens run-
ning around the hops 
yard. Amanda said that 
the chickens do a lot 
for the ground, adding 
about 100 pounds of 
nitrogen per acre.

“[Hops farming] is 
not a straightforward 
money-maker, that’s for 
sure,” said Amanda. 
“But it’s fun and when 
you get your hops in a 
beer and you can work 
with the brewer directly, 
you find someone you 
like to work with that 
makes it really fun.”

As organic farmers, 
Brady and Amanda 
spend a lot of time work-
ing on the soil.

“We’re developing our 
soil - that’s the part that 
take a long time,” said 
Brady. “It’s not that easy, 
especially when you 
don’t have the ability to 
provide everything your 
plants need in a chemi-
cal form. We have to get 
the dirt to a point where 
the dirt can provide it to 
our plants.”

The couple sells to 
farmers markets, some 
restaurants and takes 
vegetables to a food des-
ert in Cincinnati every 
week. And as the only 
certified organic hops 
farm in Ohio, marketing 
is pretty easy.

“Folks reach out to 
us,” Brady said. “That’s 
not going to last very 
long. Hopefully there’s 
going to be some more.” 
Amanda added that the 
best marketing strategy 

for them is to go into 
breweries, have a beer 
and talk to them.

Brady said that the 
paperwork for becoming 
organic certified is “not 
that bad. The hard part’s 
doing the growing.”

Bergefurd emphasized 
that there a lot of ben-
efits for hops farmer in 
Ohio, such as the Envi-
ronmental Quality Incen-
tives Program and the 
National Organic Pro-
gram. He said that these 
programs are coming up 
for discussion during the 
2018 Farm Bill.

“We have to keep that 
stuff in there [2018 
Farm Bill] or it’s going 
to make it rough on us 
small town farmers,” 
said Bergefurd.

For more information 
visit: www.olddutch-
hops.com

Hops growers tour southeast Ohio farms

Amanda Wilson, at left, Brad Bergefurd, at center, and Brady Kirwin, 
at right, talking about their hops farm to the group.

Photos byamanda Rockhold | Rural life Today
Left to right: Hannah, Fred, Frankie and Erik Scott. Husband and wife, Frankie and Fred, with their 
children, Erik and Hannah, on the Scott family hops farm.

By Evelyn Long
The sentinel

CARDINGTON — For 
the second time in the 
school’s history, the Card-
ington FFA Chapter has 
been named one of the 
top 10 chapters in Ohio. 
They received the honor 
for the first time in 2016.

Each year, the Ohio 
FFA performs extensive 
student and program eval-
uations from January to 
March, programs which 
evaluate everything from 
student projects to officer 
records to chapter events 
and programming.

There are 316 FFA 

Chapters in the state of 
Ohio and 8,500 nation-
wide. Part of the state 
evaluation breaks down 
the programs and events 
that each chapter con-
ducts in their program 
of activities. This year, 
that evaluation led to the 
naming of the Cardington 
FFA as one of the Top 10 
chapters in the state.

Within the chapter eval-
uations, each FFA chapter 
is evaluated in three pre-
mier chapter areas: build-
ing communities, growing 
leaders and strengthening 
agriculture.

For the 2018 year, the 

Cardington Chapter has 
been named a Premier 
Chapter in building com-
munities and growing 
leaders, meaning that 
the chapter ranks in the 
top 10 of chapters in the 
state for its contributions 
to student success and 
community engagement 
and service through its 
activities.

In addition to these 
accomplishments, the 
Cardington FFA was also 
named a State Gold-Rated 
Chapter, which means 
they rank in the top 
five percent of chapters 
nationally.

The chapter officer 
team has worked tire-
lessly over the past three 
months to complete the 
evaluation requirements 
and achieve these results, 
in addition to the amount 
of work and dedica-
tion that was required 
throughout the last 12 
months to coordinate and 
carry out events that were 
later evaluated.

Four students will 
interview at the Ohio FFA 
State Convention May 
3, to determine how the 
chapter places among 
those top 10 spots. In 
these evaluations, individ-

ual student achievement 
is also determined.

The Cardington FFA 
will see the following stu-
dent successes be recog-
nized at the state conven-
tion. They are six state 
degree recipients: Brook-
lyn Whitt, Trent Crum, 
Kaitlyn Fisher, Paige 
Clinger, Delisa Goodman, 
Dylan Goodman; three 
American Degree recipi-
ents: Derek Goodman, 
Dylan Etgen, Nathan 
Gardner; three State Gold 
Rated Officers: Katelyn 
Denney, Alicia McElwee, 
Delisa Goodman; one 
State Proficiency final-

ist in the area of Forage 
Production Entrepreneur-
ship, Kayla Cossin.

The Cardington FFA 
will also be recognized 
for its distinguishable 
contribution to charitable 
organizations.

Chapter Advisor Erin 
Wollet, members and 
officers, thanked the 
community, faculty and 
administration and every-
one who has helped them 
achieve success over the 
past few years.

“We could not achieve 
any of this without such 
a supportive community,” 
she said.

Cardington FFA Chapter among top 10 in state
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The following are 
upcoming farming and 
agriculture events in 
Ohio:

May
May 10-12: Chadwick 

Arboretum and Learn-
ing Gardens Spring 
Plant Sale and Auction, 
northwest corner of Lane 
Avenue and Fred Taylor 
Drive, just east of State 
Route 315 on Ohio State’s 
Columbus campus. May 
11, 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.; May 
12, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. More 
information: cfaes.osu.
edu/news/events/spring-
plant-sale.

May 19: Family Garden 
Day: Please join Com-
munity Solutions for 
hands-on family work-
shops and fun! Activities 
include growing a pizza 
garden, learning how to 
build raised beds and cold 
frames, and looking deep-
ly at the dirt beneath us. 
All sized hands welcome! 
Hosted in collaboration 
with the Yellow Springs 
Local Foods Group. Time 
and location: 1 p.m. 3 
p.m., 131 E. Dayton-Yel-
low Springs Rd., Yellow 
Springs, OH 45387. For 
more information contact 
Amy Harper at amy-

harper@communitysolu-
tion.org or 937-767-2161. 
Also visit: http://www.
communitysolution.org/
events/2018/5/19/family-
garden-day

June 
June 4, 5, 7: Bees in 

Your Backyard: Spot-
ting, Collecting and 
Identifying Native Bees; 
Author and biologist 
Olivia Carril will travel 
to Ohio in June to teach 
three daylong native bee 
workshops. Each work-
shop includes hands-on 
bee identification using 
microscopes as well as 

field experiences with 
plant and bee experts. 
Monday, June 4: Stratford 
Ecological Center in Del-
aware; Tuesday, June 5: 
The Dawes Arboretum in 
Newark; Thursday, June 
7: University of Mount 
Union in Alliance. Cost 
is $65 per person, and 
includes lunch and hand-
outs. Sessions run from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Olivia 
Carril will also give a free 
lecture and book sign-
ing at The University of 
Mount Union in Alliance 
on June 6 at 7 p.m. For 
more information and to 
register visit: http://u.

osu.edu/beelab/bees-in-
your-backyard-2018.

June 8: A DAY in the 
WOODS, 2nd Friday 
Series for 2018: Breeding 
Birds. 8 am start time 
to enhance bird view 
opportunities. Location: 
Vinton Furnace State 
Forest. Registration fee 
$12. Start the day explor-
ing the Vinton Furnace 
for song birds. Learn to 
ID by song. Learn about 
breeding bird ecology 
and the important role 
that breeding birds play. 
For more information 
visit: https://agnr.osu.
edu/events/day-woods-

breeding-birds
June 9: Breakfast on 

the Farm: Join us for 
Franklin and Madison 
County Farm Bureaus’ 
7th annual Breakfast on 
the Farm – June 9 from 8 
a.m. to 11 a.m. hosted by 
Beck’s. This is a FREE, 
outdoor event that is 
fun for all ages! Time 
and location: 8 a.m.–11 
a.m., Beck’s Hybrids 720 
US-40, London, Ohio.You 
must register by June 2 
by visiting breakfaston-
thefarm.eventbrite.com, 
calling 800-451-8908 or 
emailing franklin@ofbf.
org.

We’re At Your Service
The guide to quality goods and 

services that fit your rural lifestyle!
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Home of Bounty Plant Food 
Serving Central Ohio Since 1965 

Waldo 
6720 Gillette Rd. 
(740) 726-2429 

Delaware 
110 Lake St. 

(740) 363-1957 

Richwood 
28438 Kinney Pike 

(740) 943-2212 
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Scott Weininger • Steve Howard
Owners

14889 St. Hwy 31
Kenton, OH 43326

(419) 674-4715

300 N. Warpole St.
Upper Sandusky, OH 43351

(419) 294-4981

1775 S. CR 1
Tiffin, OH 44883
(419) 448-9850

T I R E  C O M PA N Y

Scott - Reinhard
Precision, Seed Sales and Service

Donovan Scott
419-562-1110

Steve Reinhard
419-834-0398

reinhardfarms@embarqmail.com
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The VILLAGE RESTAURANT
435 N. Warpole St., Upper Sandusky, Ohio

Phone: 419-294-2945
Open   Sunday - Thursday • 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.
                   Friday & Saturday • 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Banquet
Room and 
caRRyout 
availaBle

40832513O
H

-7
00

46
14

8

Custom Agri Systems, Inc.
Keaton Welding

Specialty Welding
Aluminum - Stainless - Midsteel
Magnesium - Mig - Tig

• On-Site Millwright Work
• Portable Welding Truck
•Variety of Steel Stocked
• Plasma Cutting

CNC Milling Machine
Fabrication
Breakpress - Shears - Rolls -Iron Worker

419-209-0940 • 1289 N. Warpole St., Upper Sandusky, Oh 43351O
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www.clouseconstruction.com

• Butler Steel Buildings
• Post Frame 
• Site Development
• Concrete Work
CALL (419)448-1365
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OH-70046140

Fill: Summer, Automatic or Will Call
Payment: Fixed Pricing, Pre-Pay, Level Billing or 30-Day Charge Account

It’s about having PROPANE choices!

1-800-424-2584
www.heritagecooperative.com 
energy@heritagecooperative.com

Residential • Agricultural
 • Commercial

PLAIN CITY — Tolles 
teacher, John Thomas, 
recently returned from 
the 2018 Commodity 
Classic, America’s larg-
est farmer-led, farmer-
focused convention and 
trade show in Anaheim, 
California. Because of his 
work in Tolles’ Ag Biosci-
ence program, Thomas 
was invited to attend 
this event by Grow Next 
Gen, an organization that 
has created a network 
of educators who work 
with soybeans, and the 
Ohio Soybean Council. 
This event gave science 
teachers a chance to learn 
from experts in the field, 
including researchers, 
ambassadors and farmers.

Thomas teaches envi-

ronmental and advanced 
life science classes at 
Tolles main campus, and 
teaches Tolles’ satellite 
Ag Bioscience program 
housed at Fairbanks 

Middle School. This 
program is one of many 
for students who have 
an interest in agriculture 
and environmental sci-
ence, including Outdoor 

Careers program on 
Tolles’ main campus and 
FFA at Fairbanks High 
School.

While at the Com-
modity Classic, Thomas 
followed Monsanto’s 
“Journey of the Seed” 
and learned how favor-
able traits can be added 
through biotechnology 
to produce a more suc-
cessful crop. Monsanto 
provided each teacher 
with both GMO (geneti-
cally modified organism) 
and non-GMO soybeans, 
and Thomas plans to use 
these during a classroom 
lesson on GMOs.

In addition to acquiring 
valuable lessons to bring 
back to the classroom, 
Thomas was also exposed 

to new technological 
advancements in the field 
of biotechnology and 
agriculture. Additionally, 
Thomas had the oppor-
tunity to meet and net-
work with teachers from 
California and across the 
country with whom he 
shared curriculum con-
nections and best prac-
tices, further deepening 
his content knowledge to 
bring to his students.

“The area of biotech-
nology is exploding right 
now. When we think 
about tech industries, 
we usually think about 
digital technologies such 
as coding or robotics. 
However, advancements 
in biotechnology are hap-
pening just as fast. With 

the advent of CRISPR (a 
family of DNA sequences 
in bacteria that has been 
used to modify genomes) 
there are many start up 
biotechnology industries 
that are coming out of 
nowhere. We now have 
the ability to quickly 
modify genes in a way 
that is similar to com-
puter coding,” according 
to Thomas.

Of his work at Tolles, 
Thomas said, “The goal 
of my program is to open 
students’ eyes to the 
world of sustainable agri-
culture. We are trying to 
produce food using best 
management practices. 
I love working alongside 
my students to solve real-
world problems.”

Tolles teacher attends 2018 Commodity Classic

Contributed photo | Tolles
John Thomas recently returned from the 2018 Commodity Classic, 
America’s largest farmer-led, farmer-focused convention and trade 
show in Anaheim, California.

AGRICULTURE CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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By Evelyn Long
The sentinel

CARDINGTON — A 
crowd of 538 people 
attended the Cardington-
Lincoln FFA Annual 
Spring Banquet April 13.

Following the dinner 
served in the Murphy 
Gymnasium the group 
moved to Drouhard 
Auditorium where the 
program was held.

Directed by Erin Wol-
lett, the chapter advisor, 
the program was con-
ducted by chapter officers 
and members: McKenna 
McClure president; Dan-
iel Kill, vice president; 
Katelyn Denney, secretary 
Beka Garcia, assistant 
secretary; Alicia McEl-
wee, treasurer; Kyle 
Snyder, assistant trea-
surer; Delisa Goodman, 
reporter; Mayson Martin, 
assistant reporter; Dylan 
Goodman, Sentinel; 
Marissa Hall, students 
adviser and Aubrey Cur-
tis, chaplain.

Special Awards were 
made to Brooklynn 
Clapham, Star Discovery; 
Tess Ruehrmund, Star 
Greenhand; Liam War-
ren, Star Chapter Farmer; 
Dylan and Delisa Good-
man (tie) Most Outstand-
ing Juniors: Marissa Hall, 
Outstanding Senior; Hall, 
High Point Member; Deli-
sa and Dylan Goodman, 
Reserve High Point Mem-
bers; and Mayson Martin, 

110 percent award. 
The $1,000 McGin-

nis Family Scholarship 
was presented by Molly 
Clinger to Brooklyn Whitt 
and the FFA Alumni 
Scholarships, $500 each, 
were presented by Betty 
Brandum to Makenna 
McClure and Marissa 
Hall.

Brandum also awarded 
the $500 Junior Brandum 
award to Hall and Nate 
Mosher, Farm Associa-
tion treasurer, and pre-
sented its $1,250 stipend 
to Hall.

Top fruit and nut sales-
person was Delisa Good-
man, $2,353; second 
place winner was Chelsey 
Miller, $1,583; Sydnie 
Wilson, third place, 
$1,420; fourth place win-
ner was Michale Rose, 
$1,398 and fifth place, 
Olivia Jones, $1,369.

Named honorary mem-
bers were John Hall, Jeff 
Stimmell, Heather Lan-
get and Steve Fissell.

Introduced were 2018-
19 officers Delisa Good-
man, president; Dylan 
Goodman, vice president; 

Grace Struck, secretary; 
Camrie Meyers, assistant 
secretary; Liam Warren, 
treasurer; Brydon Ratliff, 
assistant treasurer; Tess 
Ruehrmund, reporter; 
Isabelle Crum, assistant 
reporter; Jacob Levering, 
Sentinel; Kyle Snyder 
student advisor and 
Aubrey Curtis, chaplain.

For the 18th year, the 
Cardington FFA has 
been named one of the 
top 200 best chapters in 
the nation. This year it 
was also named Top 10 
chapter in Ohio; State 

Gold rated Chapter; a 
top 10 State Premier 
Chapter in the area of 
growing leaders; and a 
Top 10 premier chapter 
in the area of building 
communities.

This year the students 

accomplished six state 
Degree Recipients; three 
American Degree recipi-
ents; four Proficiency 
Award applications; one 
state Proficiency finalist 
(top 4); and three state 
gold-rated officers.

Cardington-Lincoln FFA holds banquet

These individuals were made FFA honorary members during the FFA 
banquet because of their contributions to the local chapter. From 
left, Jeff Stimmell, John Hall, Heather Langet and Steve Fissell.

FFA Scholarship winners, from left, Marissa Hall, Brooklyn Whitt and 
Makenna McClure.

Courtesy Photos
Star winners at FFA Banquet, from left, Tess Ruehrmund, Liam Warren, Dylan Goodman, Delisa Goodman 
and Marissa Hall. Absent from photo is Brooklynn Clapham.

“Any time I work with 
the kids, on the first day 
I ask them ‘what’s your 
favorite food?’ And they 
always say ‘McDonald’s 
or Chipotle or Wendy’s 
or Steak-N-Shake,’” Sny-
der said. “By the end of 
the year they’re saying 
‘chicken’ or they’re saying 
‘salad.’”

He said that his is a 
big step because “they’re 
starting to see food in a 
very realistic way…they’re 
starting to see where 
[food] is coming from, 
they’re starting to feel it, 
starting to taste it and 
smell it. They’re starting 
to understand it’s a whole 
part of their life.”

Staubach has found 
that many teachers do not 
know much about food 
and so he would like to 
see education provided to 
teachers. Many schools 
use gardens to teach 
students about growing 
food. He added that he 
would like to see schools 
“operationalize” gardens.

However, there are 
strict regulations for serv-
ing the food grown on 
a school garden, and so 

they are used for learning 
tools for students and 
even teachers.

Also on the panel were 
Joe Brown, Food Service 
Director, Columbus City 
Schools and Alice Chalm-
ers, Founder, Ohio Valley 
Food Connection.

Purchasing regulations
Brown admitted that 

one of his largest chal-
lenges is purchasing as a 
government entity.

“Ultimately at the end 
of the day, I need to make 

sure we follow all of our 
government rules, all our 
district rules and all the 
USDA (United States 
Department of Agricul-
ture) rules,” Brown said. 
He said that sometimes 
this means bidding out to 
a location that is cheaper.

“We want to support 
the person right up the 
road, but based on regula-
tions and requirements, 
we have to take the one 
that’s a lower price,” 
Brown said.

Brown said that two-
thirds of his school kitch-
ens are not full kitchens. 
He has faced struggles 
with receiving food in 
usable forms without a 
full kitchen.

Neighbor down south
Chalmers said that 

Ohio can look to its 
southern neighbor as a 
model for implementing 
effective farm to school 
policies and programs. 
The Ohio Valley Food 
Connection is located in 

Cincinnati, near the Ken-
tucky border.

“Let’s look to Kentucky 
for some really good 
examples of policies that 
work for schools,” Chalm-
ers said.

She said that Kentucky 
has a rewards program 
where schools can receive 
10 percent back of all 
spending on local foods 
from local farmers up to a 
certain level.

“Talk about an incen-
tive that basically reduces 
your cost by 10 percent,” 
Chalmers said. She also 
talked about a program, 
which she said is the 
first in the country, the 
Kentucky Summer Food 
Program, which provides 
schools who purchase 
from local farms one-third 
of that cost back.

Chalmers said that the 
work they do at the Ohio 
Valley Food Connection 
is “very much a custom-
ized process.” She added 
that they could provide 
education on seasonality, 
explaining that products 
are available year round.

She said that their day-
to-day job at the Ohio 
Valley Food Connection is 
to provide education and 
customization.

“Working with the 

farms to actually bring it 
together…often times one 
supplier will not be suf-
ficient to supply a school 
district. I will need to get 
kale from three or four 
farmers. That’s the value 
we provide — is to make 
that coordination hap-
pen,” Chalmers said.

For more information 
on the Ohio Valley Food 
Connection, visit: www.
ohiovalleyfood.com

Forum
The Ohio Pre-Con-

ference attendees also 
participated in a group 
discussion forum. Each 
group decided on a topic 
to discuss and wrote 
down challenges and 
action items. One person 
from each group then 
shared during a 1-minute 
lightning round.

Some challenges gen-
erated from this forum 
were: collaboration; 
resources; competition 
with USDA commod-
ity prices; size of school 
districts; education; time; 
managing expectations 
between farmer and 
schools; and value of local 
farmers.

For more information 
about the National Farm 
to School Network, visit: 
www.farmtoschool.org.

amanda Rockhold | Rural life Today
On the policy panel at the Ohio Farm to Cafeteria Pre-Conference, April 25, (left to right): Joe Brown, 
Columbus City Schools; Tony Staubach, 4-H Agri-Science in the City; and Alice Chalmers, Ohio Valley 
Food Connection.

From page 7
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  State Universe U.S.  Universe 

Item Quantity Rank 1 Rank 1
MARKET VALUE 
OF AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTS SOLD ($1,000) 
Total value of 
agricultural products sold 194,804 11 88 558 3,077 
Value of crops including 
nursery and greenhouse 101,728 33 88 638 3,072 
Value of livestock, poultry, 
and their products 93,076 6 88 512 3,076 
VALUE OF SALES BY 
COMMODITY GROUP ($1,000) 
Grains, oilseeds, dry beans, 
and dry peas 85,573 33 88 562 2,926 
Vegetables, melons, potatoes, 
and sweet potatoes 732 31 88 952 2,802 
Fruits, tree nuts, and berries 1,846 2 87 337 2,724 
Nursery, greenhouse, 
� oriculture, and sod 10,026 10 88 261 2,678 
Cut Christmas trees and short
 rotation woody crops 462 1 78 72 1,530 
Other crops and hay 3,089 15 88 952 3,049 
Poultry and eggs (D) 4 88 (D) 3,013 
Cattle and calves (D) (D) 88 (D) 3,056 
Milk from cows 7,764 34 85 578 2,038 
Hogs and pigs (D) 18 87 (D) 2,827 
Sheep, goats, wool, mohair, 
and milk 385 12 88 435 2,988 
Horses, ponies, mules, burros, 
and donkeys 818 15 88 316 3,011 
Aquaculture (D) 16 51 (D) 1,366 
Other animals and other 
animal products 143 31 88 912 2,924 
TOP CROP ITEMS (acres) 
Soybeans for beans 60,544 38 87 513 2,162 
Corn for grain 59,092 31 87 541 2,638 
Forage-land used for all hay and haylage,
grass silage and greenchop 22,738 15 88 847 3,057 
Wheat for grain, all 4,330 38 87 1,045 2,537 
Winter wheat for grain 4,330 38 87 968 2,480 
TOP LIVESTOCK 
INVENTORY ITEMS (number) 
Layers (D) 4 88 (D) 3,040 
Pullets for laying � ock replacement (D) 2 87 (D) 2,637 
Cattle and calves 21,613 14 88 1,274 3,063 
Hogs and pigs 20,003 28 88 494 2,889 
Sheep and lambs 2,618 11 88 347 2,897 

Other County Highlights, 2012 
Economic Characteristics Quantity 
Farms by value of sales:
Less than $1,000 ......................................................................................................................... 340 
$1,000 to $2,499 ......................................................................................................................... 203 
$2,500 to $4,999 ......................................................................................................................... 199 
5,000 to $9,999 ............................................................................................................................ 196 
$10,000 to $19,999 140 
$20,000 to $24,999........................................................................................................................41 
$25,000 to $39,999........................................................................................................................71 
$40,000 to $49,999........................................................................................................................31 
$50,000 to $99,999........................................................................................................................84 
$100,000 to $249,999 ...................................................................................................................89 
$250,000 to $499,999 ...................................................................................................................34 
$500,000 or more ..........................................................................................................................56 

Total farm production expenses ($1,000) ..................................................................163,849 
Average per farm ($) ..........................................................................................................110,410 
Net cash farm income of operation ($1,000) .............................................................. 40,258 
Average per farm ($) ............................................................................................................ 27,128 

Operator Characteristics Quantity 
Principal operators by primary occupation:
Farming ................................................................................................................................................... 591 
Other ........................................................................................................................................................ 893 
Principal operators by sex:
Male .......................................................................................................................................................1,216 
Female ..................................................................................................................................................... 268 
Average age of principal operator (years) ................................................................................. 58.5 
All operators by race(2): ............................................................................................................................
Asian .............................................................................................................................................................. 4 
Black or African American ..................................................................................................................... 2 
White .....................................................................................................................................................2,225 
More than one race ................................................................................................................................. 9 
All operators of Spanish, Hispanic, or Latino Origin(2) .............................................................15 

See “Census of Agriculture, Volume 1, Geographic Area Series” for complete footnotes, explanations, 
de� nitions, and methodology.
1= Universe is number of counties in state or U.S. with the item.
2= Data collected for maximum of three operators per farm

AGRICULTURE SNAPSHOTAGRICULTURE SNAPSHOT
Licking County

2012 CENSUS OF
AGRICULTURE
County Pro� le

 2012 2007 % change

Number of Farms ............................. 1,484 ..........................1,427 ............................. +4%

Land in Farms .................................... 224,015 acres ...........225,792 acres................-1%

Average Size of Farm ...................... 151 acres ...................158 acres .......................-4%

Market Value of Products Sold ... $194,804,000 ...........$155,695,000 ............ +25%

Crop Sales ....................... $101,728,000 ...........(52 percent)

Livestock Sales .............. $93,076,000 ..............(48 percent)

Average Per Farm ......... $131,270 ...................$109,107 .................... +20%

Government Payments .................. $2,331,000 ................$3,738,000 .................. -38%

Average Per Farm Receiving Payments .........................$6,151 ............$8,325*-26%
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Ranked items among the 88 state counties and 3,079 U.S. counties, 2012 
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All rights reserved. Case IH is a trademark registered in the United States and many other countries,  
owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affiliates. www.caseih.com

SEE US TODAY! 

HELPING YOU GAIN THE 
TRACTION YOU NEED. 
When it’s time to get into your field, you can’t wait for ideal conditions. At Case IH, we know that 
timing is everything. That’s why the Magnum™ Rowtrac™ series tractor gives you optimum power, 
traction, and control to tackle the most adverse conditions. The combination of wheels and tracks 
provides four points of ground contact, reducing compaction and berming while increasing flotation 
and tractive power. Tire options that fit your row width and soil type and an oscillating five-axle, 
rear-track design keep power on the ground, even through the tightest turns. Plus, the unique four-
range CVT maximizes available power and increases mechanical efficiency. Experience a machine 
that handles like a wheeled tractor but floats like a track. To learn more, visit your Case IH dealer 
or go to caseih.com/magnum-rowtrac.

Farmers Serving Farmers

BURKHART FARM CENTER, INC.
4295 MONNETT NEW WINCHESTER RD
BUCYRUS, OH 44820
419-985-2141
WWW.BURKHARTFARMCENTER.COM
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Farmers Serving Farmers

BURKHART FARM CENTER, INC.
4295 MONNETT NEW WINCHESTER RD
BUCYRUS, OH 44820
419-985-2141
WWW.BURKHARTFARMCENTER.COM

HELPING YOU GAIN THE 
TRACTION YOU NEED.

When it’s time to get into your field, you 
can’t wait for ideal conditions. At Case 
IH, we know that timing is everything. 
That’s why the Magnum™ Rowtrac™ 
series tractor gives you optimum power, 
traction, and control to tackle the most 
adverse conditions. The combination of 
wheels and tracks provides four points of 
ground contact, reducing compaction and 
berming while increasing flotation and 
tractive power. Tire options that fit your 
row width and soil type and an oscillating 
five-axle, rear-track design keep power 
on the ground, even through the tightest 
turns. Plus, the unique four-range CVT 
maximizes available power and increases 
mechanical efficiency. Experience a 
machine that handles like a wheeled 
tractor but floats like a track. To learn more, 
visit your Case IH dealer or go to caseih.
com/magnum-rowtrac.

By Glenn Battishill
gbattishill@aimmediamidwest.com

A team of Delaware 
Area Career Center 
students recently placed 
second at a FFA state 
competition.

Competing in power 
sports, which deals with 
engines smaller than car 
engines, the runner-up 
team from Delaware 
County consisted of Jer-
emy Viers, an Olentangy 
High School senior; Nick 
Koren, a Westerville 
Central senior; and Nate 
Johnson, a Buckeye Val-
ley senior.

Koren said the compe-
tition dealt with every-
thing from putting an 
engine together, engine 
measurements, replacing 
parts, electrical issues, 
part identification and 
tool knowledge. He 
added the competition 
also involved trouble-

shooting and fixing an 
engine with one problem 
in under 10 minutes.

The team said there 

was also a 20-question 
quiz that it scored a 17 
out of 20 on. The team 
added it was proud 

because no one was able 
to score perfect, and 
the team didn’t hear of 
anyone scoring higher 

than 18.
Koren said the students 

competed individually, 
and are also scored as a 
team.

The students said the 
knowledge they accrued 
in the power sports pro-
gram at the DACC was 
essential for the competi-
tion.

“Practice, practice, 
practice makes perfect, 
for sure.” Koren said.

Johnson said they were 
competing against FFA 
students in the same 
categories who don’t 
attend technical classes 
like those offered by the 
DACC, which he said 
was a huge advantage.

“We competed against 
regular high schools, and 
they don’t get hands-on 
experience like we do,” 
Johnson said.

Koren and Johnson, 
who both competed in 

the competition last year 
and placed 14th, said 
they weren’t really ner-
vous this time because 
they had done it before.

The team added it was 
thrilled with its second-
place finish.

Additionally, Koren 
took seventh place indi-
vidually, and Johnson 
placed 14th.

Viers said he’s already 
applied for a job as a die-
sel mechanic because of 
the skills he gained in the 
class, and Johnson said 
he’s planning to move 
to Florida to become a 
diesel mechanic after he 
graduates. Koren said 
he will be attending the 
University of Northwest-
ern Ohio for a few years 
before becoming a diesel 
mechanic.

Glenn Battishill can be reached 
at 740-413-0903 or on Twitter @
BattishillDG.

DACC students place second at state event

Glenn Battishill | The Gazette
From left to right: Nate Johnson, Jeremy Viers, and Nick Koren pose next to a John Deere engine they’ve 
used to practice with in their class in the power sports program at the Delaware Area Career Center.


