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Asphalt driveways do not last 
forever. Over time, weather and 
general usage can degrade the 

driveway surface, resulting in cracks, 
pitting and more. Ultraviolet rays, salt 
and automotive fluids also can affect 
the appearance and functionality of a 
driveway. An unsightly driveway can 
adversely affect curb appeal and resale 
potential.
Homeowners have to consider various 
factors when it comes to repairing 
driveways. They may have the option 
of getting the driveway resurfaced, 
resealed or repaved, and each project 
is unique.

Resurfacing
According to the home improvement 
price comparison site Kompare It, 
resurfacing is simpler and faster than 
installing a new asphalt driveway. With 
resurfacing, any cracks are filled in 
to create an even base. Then a new 
layer of asphalt is applied over the 
existing one. That new layer can range 
in thickness from 1.5 to 3 inches. A 
heavy rolling machine will then smooth 
and flatten the layers together. If the 
driveway has minor pitting or cracking, 
then resurfacing can be a cost-effective 
strategy, as it may be a $3,000 to 
$6,000 job as opposed to $5,000 to 
$10,000 with repaving.

Resealing
Resealing a driveway, also called 
sealcoating, is another repair strategy. 
HGTV says resealing can be a do-it-
yourself project. Resealing helps the 
driveway last longer. 
The driveway needs to be clean and 
dry, with holes and cracks filled prior 
to sealcoating. Start at the far edge 
of the driveway and seal that area by 
“cutting-in” by hand for a neat edge. 
Afterward the rest of the driveway can 
be sealed using a squeegee or broom. 
This project can be completed within 
two or three days if no precipitation is 
forecast.

Repaving
A project best left to professionals, 
repaving typically involves the removal 
of an existing driveway and the 
installation of a new one. The sub-
grade layer is essential in the process 
for a smooth look. Contractors also will 
assess soil and grading when doing 
work. The construction blog Main 
Infrastructure says the new asphalt 
driveway can vary in thickness between 
2 and 6 inches, depending on budget 
and need. The contractor also can 
advise if full-depth asphalt application 
or an aggregate base is practical.
Assessing the condition of driveway can 
give homeowners a better idea about 
which type of repair project best suits 
their property. 

Different
ways to repair
a driveway
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How small community organizations make 
a big difference in our region

The ‘little guys’
Make Your Dream Home A Reality!

Homeownership is the cornerstone of the American Dream, and Liberty National 
Bank wants to help you make that happen. Whether you’re purchasing a fixer-upper 
or building your dream home, we’ll find the mortgage or loan option that will help 

your family take the next step.

Make Your Dream Home A Reality!
Liberty National Bank has the loan to meet your needs:

          •First-time homebuyers special
         •Construction loans
         •Fixed Rates
  •USDA loans - 100% financing available
  •Variable Rates

Stop by or fill out our Online Mortgage application at       
www.MyLiberty.bank.

Angela Dawn Hersh
Vice President of 

Mortgage Lending
ahersh@MyLiberty.bank

NMLS ID #: 466766
Ada Office: 419-634-5015 Expect the Best®

www.MyLiberty.bank

Certain restrictions may apply.  Subject to credit approval.

Ryan J. Lane
Assistant Vice President

Mortgage and Consumer Lender
rlane@MyLiberty.bank

NMLS ID #: 564318
Kenton Office: 419-673-1217
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Stop by or fill out our Online Mortgage application at       
www.MyLiberty.bank.
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2477 BREEZEWOOD LANE
This custom designed and quality built 
Queen Anne style home features over 
7000 sq ft and 7 bedrooms, 5.5 baths. 

Library and bar with custom woodwork. 
A 1500 sq ft fi nished basement could 
be a great mother in law suite with a 
private entrance. Giant wrap around 

porch, carriage driveway, over 1.4 acres 
of wooded nature trails and sheer beauty. 

Amazing construction. Affectionately 
called “Breezewood Manor”. Susan 

Fantz 419-230-0847 and Patty Cassell 
419-204-7514

Open Sunday 1-3 

Fastest Delivery in Town

70 Years
Strong!

Selection    
Service    

Satisfaction!
4064 Elida Rd., Lima • 419-223-4786

www.TracysAppliancesLima.com
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Looking for a real estate agent? 

I would love the 
opportunity to serve you.

Call me today for a no obligation home value assessment! 

GARY SADLER

s a d l e r g 6 8@ gma i l . c om

www . d y e r e a l e s t a t e . c om
4 1 9 - 5 1 6 - 4 1 0 6
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WHY RENT WHEN YOU CAN BUY?
Owning a home has never been easier than

with our 100% Purchase Program.
Now you can buy the home of your dreams

with No Money Down!

Rates Subject To Change. Lock In Today. NMLS264028

WE SPECIALIZE IN FIRST TIME HOMEBUYERS
∙ Purchases (FHA/VA/USDA) ∙ No Application Fee ∙ Slow Credit Programs ∙

∙ Debt Consolidation ∙ Cash for Any Reason

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Refinance or Purchase. Just Tell Us How Much!
$0 Down Payment

Required.
Term is 30 Years.

Fixed rate is 4.50%
APR is 4.81 to 4.93

Rates Subject to Change.

LOAN AMOUNT MONTHLY PMT.
$50,000 $255.03
$75,000 $381.70
$100,000 $508.37
$125,000 $635.04

NO
UPFRONT

FEES!
Lima

419-224-7334 ∙ 800-482-3515
523 W. High St.
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Randy Faulder
419-302-6455
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Apx. 33.7 ac on Brower Rd., 
Lima. Apx. 22.51 ac tillable & 
10.16 ac wooded. Adjacent to 
Lima Manor Nursing Home. 

Great development potential. 
Gas/water/sewer available.

Call Randy Faulder today 
to schedule your private 
showing 419-302-6455.

BROWER RD., LIMA
$15,000/ACRE-ELIDA SD

Associated Designs

Families that enjoy 
entertaining will be 
impressed with the Barn-
hart’s capacity for han-
dling large gatherings. 

Depending on the 
weather and time of year, 
people can congregate in 
the kitchen and vaulted 
great room, the vaulted 
patio, or both. Both areas 
have wood-burning fire-
places that serve as invit-
ing focal points, plus the 
kitchen has a curved-edge 
eating bar that doubles as 
a buffet.

If formal dining is 
on the agenda, the din-
ing room to the right of 
the vaulted foyer makes 
an elegant impression. 
Natural light washes in 
through a wide front 
window, while the deep 
butler’s pantry keeps 
additional food handy, but 
out of sight. On the oppo-
site side of the foyer, the 
vaulted den is in an ideal 
location for a home office.

Covered walkways and 
patios wrap around three 
sides of the home. These 
add even more room for 
outdoor living, and will 
be particularly appreci-
ated if the home is built 
in excessively rainy or 
sunny climes. Standing at 
the kitchen sink, you can 
gaze out across the cov-
ered patio at the rear, and 

enjoy watching seasonal 
changes in the landscape 
beyond.

Down a long hallway 
to the right, double doors 
open into a luxurious 
owners’ suite that fills 
much of the right wing. 
Its two large walk-in clos-
ets each have a built-in 

dresser. The bathroom 
boasts a heated tile floor, 
deep soaking tub, and 
walk-in shower. And it’s 
all conveniently close 
to a door that leads to 
the large hot tub on the 
Barnhart’s covered deck 
outside.

The hallway to the own-

ers’ suite is lined with 
storage cabinets and runs 
past a small bathroom 
and an extra large utility 
room. A bunk room, TV 
loft and bedroom suite are 
upstairs.

Associated Designs is the original 
source for the Barnhart 30-
946. For more information or to 
view other designs, visit www.
AssociatedDesigns.com or call 800-
634-0123.
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Real Estate 
Barnhart handles large gatherings

Land transfers, feb. 24-March 4
The trend of the real 

estate market in Allen 
County is shown by the 
following report, for the week 
running Feb. 24 through 
March 4. Figures reflect the 
selling price of the property, 
along with the address or 
lot number of same and are 
courtesy of Allen County 
Recorder Mona Losh’s Office.

cItY Of LIMa
Archer, Deborah A to Dowell, 

Frank, 500 S. Metcalf St., 
Lima, $1,000

Built Rite Builders, LLC to 
Barry, Kelly D/Barry, John 
A, 2602 Jonathan Drive, 
Lima, $345,000

Casey-Lewis, LLC to Paddy 
Macs/Missy Shrider LLC, 
772 N. West St. and 768 N. 
West St., Lima, $55,000

Patterson, Pamela J/
Patterson, Ronald E Jr to 
Fletcher, Trisha, 124 N. 
Perry St., Lima, $1,000

Emmons, Brady T/Emmons, 
Tiffany R to Emmons, 
Megan R, 1443 Latham 
Ave, Lima, $65,000

Hennon, Patrick J/Hennon, 
Melissa K to Kruis, Ivan/
Kruis, Pamela, 2057 
High Ridge Road, Lima, 
$260,000

Hoke, Erik to Williams, 
Jeanine M/Williams, 
Steven L, 808 N. Nixon 
Ave., Lima, $145,000

Josh and Matt Investments 
LLC to Goodin, Jacob/
Goodin, Kaleigh, 6 
Poulston Place, Lima, 

$139,000
Kirchgessner, Michael/

Kirchgessner, Alisha 
to Seffernick, Jozie O/
Morales-Casasola, Marisol 
A, 618 W. Grand Ave., Lima, 
$95,000

Lepiota Rentals Ltd. to 
Adams, Rodney F, 1109 
N. McCullough St., Lima, 
$68,000

Luce, Louis/Luce, Jean to 
Fuller, Jeanette/Lucas, 
Dustin, 939 S. Elizabeth 
St., Lima, $25,900

MacDonald, Joanne to 
Sierra, Trisha A/Sierra, 
Adrian V, 657 W. Grand 
Ave., Lima, $57,000

Mack, Jean A to Thomas, 
Scott B, 825 Brendonwood 
Drive, Lima, $120,300

McElroy, Mark A Jr/McElroy, 
Brittney M to Wings Like 
Eagles Realestate LLC, 527 
N. Jameson Ave., Lima, 
$46,300

Nocera, Timothy J/Nocera, 
Suzanne A to Mellano, 
Miles J, 1129 Northwold 
St., Lima, $159,900

Pester Investments, LLC to 
Myers, Ethan, 638 Ilata 

Ave., Lima, $132,500
Pugel, Mary J Successor 

Trustee/Joseph Gorn 
Revocable Living Trust 
to Wiechart Investment 
Properties, LLC, 2090-
2092 Edgewood Drive, 
Lima, $118,500

Roebuck, Nicholas A to 
Murphy, Joshua, 407 
Garfield Ave., Lima, 
$60,000

Sexton, Scott/Sexton, 
Jasmine to Thomas, 
Amanda R, 640 N. 
McDonel St., Lima, 
$29,000

Vision 3 Investments, LLC to 
Simms, Robert/Simms, 
Linda, 615 W. Northern 
Ave., Lima, $78,500

Watters, Betty A Sole 
Trustee/Betty A. Watters 
Living Trust to Savvy 
Capital, LLC, 21, 23, 24, 29, 
30, 33 and 34 Superior 
Court, Lima, $102,000

Watts, Maurice to Maywest 
Properties LLC, 728 N. 
West St., Lima, $44,000

aMerIcan tOWnshIP
Baraga Properties LLC to 

MBB Futures, LLC/B2Bay, 
LLC, 2275 N. Cable Road, 
No. 163, Lima, $38,500

Bendy Properties, LLC to 
Read, Jonathan T, 2275 N. 
Cable Road, Unit 113, Lima, 
$43,000

Davis, Shirley S/Morrisey, 
Sara Sheldon Attorney 
In Fact to Archer, Steven 
J/Archer, Eloise K, 2275 
N. Cable Road, Unit 178, 
Lima, $30,000

Fischer Plumbing & Heating, 
Inc. to LBC Investments, 
LLC, 5950 Timberstone 
Drive, Lima, $28,000

Guagenti, Louis J/Oberon 
Dba/Guagenti, Phyllis to 
Abundant Life Collective, 
LLC, 3275 W. Elm St., Lima, 
$455,000

Hefner, Carlyn Ruth to 
Wainscott, Darren/
Wainscott, Gracyn, 2742 
Hummingbird St., Lima, 
$236,000

Kendall, Robert R/
Kendall, Beth E to Bruin, 
Christopher Thomas/
Bruin, Samantha, 1525 
N. Wapak Road, Lima, 
$300,000

Naas, Mary E/Naas, Alan L 
to Brenneman Brothers, 
West Lincoln Highway 
(50.1 acres), Liam, 
$480,800

bath tOWnshIP
Dickman, Rosemarie 

Co-Trustee/Schroeder, 
Melanie Co-Trustee/

See TRANSFERS | 2E

Marketplace

 Last Last this
 year week week
deeds  74 64 103
Mortgage  88 63 90
Land contracts  1 0 0
releases  130 92 92
Uniform commercial code  0 4 2
terminations  0 1 0
Miscellaneous  49 127 72
Military discharges  1 0 2

Real Estate Market 
& Land Transfers
Every Sunday in � e Lima News
Call 419-993-2000 to subscribe Today!

www.limaohio.com

Many homeowners believe 
a roof is a once-in-a-
lifetime investment. 

But roof damage can force 
homeowners to replace a roof 
regardless of how much time 
has lapsed since the roof was 
installed.
The average life span of a roof 
depends on when the roof was 
installed and the materials it 
is made from. According to 
Central Homes Roofing, three-
tab shingles may last between 
10 and 15 years, architectural 
shingles can endure for 15 
to 20 years, and tile may last 
between 35 and 50 years. RPS 
Metal Roofing indicates a metal 
roof may last as long as 70 
years. However, climate and 
color of the roof also will affect 
its longevity.
Homeowners would be wise to 
consider these factors when 
determining if a roof is in need 
of repairs or replacement.
• Roof age: The age of the roof 
is a major factor in determining 
if it will need to be replaced or if 

repairs can be made to isolated 
damage. Individuals who live in 
neighborhoods where neighbors 
are now replacing roofs will 
likely find it is time to consult a 
roofing company. Homeowners 
also can check to see if they 
have any receipts that indicate 
the roof’s installation date so 
they have an idea about its age.
• Grain in gutters: Roofing 
shingles are designed to 
overlap, and sealant keeps them 
steady. Friction, weather and 
atmospheric changes can impact 
sealant and cause degradation. 
Gutters with grainy material in 
them could indicate worn out 
sealant and shingles.
• Ridge damage: Ridges are 
spots where two separate areas 
meet and often are important 
to the structural integrity of the 
roof. If the roof ridge is showing 
signs of wear, it could be time 
to repair or replace it.
• Curled shingle edges: If 
shingle tabs are curled or 
cupped, the shingles may need 
to be replaced. But if curling is 

extensive, a whole new roof may 
need to be installed.
• Bald spots or lost portions 
of the roof: Missing granules 
and missing shingles are 
reasons to consult a pro for a 
roof evaluation.
• Leaks indoors: Homeowners 
who find dark streaks or 
moisture in the attic may 
discover that water is 
penetrating the roof underlay. 
Water often comes in around 
chimney flashing. Other 
water signs are blistering and 
bubbling in walls.
• Incoming light: Look up 
through the attic and see if any 
light is coming through the 
roof, which may indicate there 
are cracks or holes in the roof.
• Aesthetics: If a homeowner 
doesn’t like the look of the 
roof from a design standpoint, 
a replacement also may be 
warranted.
Roofs can last many years, but 
the presence of certain signs 
indicates replacement or repairs 
will be necessary.

Signs a roof needs 
repair or replacement

Architectural shingles 
can endure for 
15 to 20 years.

Tile may last between 
35 and 50 years.

RPS Metal Roofing 
indicates a metal roof 
may last as long 
as 70 years



The Lima News • Thursday, March 10, 2022 Spring Home & Garden 5

An inviting, well-tended 
landscape can add significant 
curb appeal to a home. Such a 

landscape also can serve as a point of 
pride and welcome homeowners each 
evening as they arrive home from 
work.
Landscaping projects run the 
gamut from simple changes that 
can be accomplished on a weekend 
afternoon to more significant and 
costly undertakings that require 
the work of a professional. Budget-
conscious homeowners may be 
looking for simpler projects, and the 
following are some less costly ways 
to upgrade a landscape.

Add a pop of color with 
planters. Awe-inspiring colors can 
make a landscape stand out from 
surrounding properties. Flowers, 
bushes and plants may be the first 
thing homeowners consider when 
trying to add color to their lawns, 
but planters can provide a more 
immediate way to give exterior 
grounds some color. Bold planters 
won’t lose their color in a matter 
of weeks like many flowers do, and 
homeowners can switch planters 
so the colors align with the season. 
For example, some pastel planters 
can evoke the spirit of spring, 
while orange planters can be filled 
with mums to give a landscape an 
autumnal feel.

Plant perennials around 
the property. Well-maintained 
perennials grow back each year, 
making them ideal for homeowners 
who don’t have the time or 
desire to map out new gardening 
arrangements each spring. Planting 

perennials also is a great way to add 
color around the property without 
breaking the bank.

Upgrade walkways. Though 
it’s more expensive than adding 
planters and planting perennials, 
upgrading old and cracked walkways 
is a great way to give a property a 
whole new look. According to the 
renovation experts at HomeAdvisor, 
homeowners typically pay between 
$6 and $12 per square foot for 
new concrete walkway installation. 
Homeowners working on a budget 
can target spots where walkways 
have already cracked and fix those 
areas first before continuing the 
project piecemeal until all the old 
walkways have been replaced.

Plant to create privacy. 
Homeowners spent more time at 
home than ever before during the 
pandemic, and some might have 
grown tired of seeing what their 
neighbors are up to. Fencing might 
be the first solution homeowners 
consider when looking to make their 
landscapes more private. But new 
fencing installation can be expensive, 
costing homeowners between $1,667 
and $4,075 on average, according 
to BobVila.com. A more costly and 
natural solution is to plant trees 
around the perimeter. Speak with a 
local landscaping professional, who 
can survey the property to see which 
trees might thrive and provide the 
privacy homeowners want.
Creating an inviting landscape 
doesn’t have to break the bank. 
Various small and relatively 
inexpensive projects can change the 
look and feel of a home’s exterior.

Budget-friendly ways to upgrade a landscape
A new walkway is a small project that 
can still offer a significant upgrade 
over a home’s existing landscape.
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Call for yourfree estimate 419-235-1387
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Home improvement projects require 
substantial financial investment. 
But just because a homeowner 

wants to bring a fresh look indoors 
doesn’t mean he or she has to break the 
bank along the way. 
Living rooms are some of the most 
frequently used spaces in a home, and 
they can use an update from time to 
time to stay on trend or to make the area 
more functional for a changing family 
dynamic. Here are some budget-friendly 
ideas for breathing new life into living 
room designs.

Establish the budget.
Homeowners should figure out how 
many dollars they can designate to a 
living room makeover before purchasing 
supplies or hiring out the work. Figure 
out the scope of the remodel, visit stores 
or suppliers to price out materials, get 
estimates from contractors, and then 
plan for some unforseen circumstances 
along the way to determine if this type 
of renovation is affordable. If not, scale 
things back until the project more 
closely aligns with your budget.

Change the paint color.
Lighter and brighter colors are on 
trend. A can or two of paint can do 
wonders for updating a space without 
a large financial commitment. Pair 
that new paint color with new window 
coverings and complementary throw 
pillows to pull the theme together with 
minimal expense.

Update the flooring.
Tired, outdated carpeting or other 
flooring can use an overhaul. While 
solid hardwood flooring may be 
preferable, there are many types of 
laminate flooring that mimic the looks 
of popular wood colors and styles for 
a fraction of the cost. Plus, many are 
sold at home improvement retailers and 
even at warehouse clubs or online for 
reasonable prices. Laminate flooring also 
may be a potential DIY job for a skilled 
homeowner, saving even more money.

Introduce a fireplace
Fireplaces were once hot commodities, 
but that popularity waned in the 
1970s and 1980s. Homeowners with 
chimneys may discover a fireplace was 
boarded over and the bare bones still 
exist that can be renovated to bring 
back character. There also are ventless 
freestanding units that are quite 
affordable that can mimic the look of a 
built-in fireplace.

Reupholster instead 
of replace furniture.
There’s no need to throw away quality 
furniture if the fabric is the only thing 
impeding design. New upholstery or 
even a slipcover can update designs.

Conquer clutter.
Rather than adding something to the 
living room, remove clutter to give 
the room a more airy feel. This can 

instantly change the look of the room. 
Use cord covers to tame plugs for 
electronics and remove unnecessary 
furniture from the room.

Improve lighting.
Another easy and often inexpensive fix 
is to change lighting fixtures, including 
using brighter, more energy efficient LED 
bulbs, and to assess lighting needs to 
eliminate dark corners of rooms that can 
make the space seem drab.
Living room spaces in need of an update 
often can benefit from improvements 
that go easy on the wallet.

Low-cost ways to 
revamp living areas
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Remodeling projects are significant 
undertakings. Homeowners 
must consider a host of variables 

before any such project can begin. 
While planning ahead may take time, 
it is essential to ensuring successful 
completion of a renovation project. 
Consider these pre-renovation planning 
pointers to help any job go smoothly.

Determine your 
motivation for renovating
Renovation projects often involve 
balancing needs and wants, and 
determining if a project is a necessity or 
a luxury can set the timeline and course 
of the project. Is the roof leaking? If so, 
immediate action is necessary. Could 
the kitchen be a bit more functional? 

If the kitchen is still manageable, a 
homeowner may be able to wait a little 
bit to get better prices on appliances or 
contracting services.
Separating needs from wants helps 
homeowners map out a viable timeline 
that maximizes productivity and 
affordability. 

Get professional advice
Many homeowners are under the 
impression that doing the work 
themselves can save a considerable 
amount of money. This may be the 
case for homeowners with renovation 
experience. But by and large, 
professional contractors are an asset 
to any renovation. They can provide a 
realistic overview of the project, map 
out projected costs, point out areas that 
could be troublesome, and may have 
industry contacts that can keep supply 
costs low. Even if a homeowner will do 
a portion of the job, a contractor can 
do the bulk of the work and keep the 
project on budget.

Get necessary permits
Permits are designed to ensure the work 
is being done to code and in a safe 
manner. However, they are not without 
additional costs and processing time, 

and that can cause some homeowners 
to skip this step. According to the 
home information site The Spruce, 
building permits cost anywhere from 
$400 to about $2,200 for new home 
construction. Building permits for 
smaller projects can cost $100 or less, 
and typically are based on a percentage 
of the anticipated cost of the project. 
A permit may be issued the day the 
application is submitted, while other 
cities and towns may issue permits up to 
two or more weeks later. Factor permit 
fees and processing times into the 
renovation plan. 
If it comes to light a homeowner did 
work without a required permit, he or 
she may face penalties; may have to tear 
out work done to have it inspected or 
redone; some may be unable to sell a 
home until permits have been obtained 
and work has been done to code. 
Homeowners insurance coverage also 
may be affected if homeowners do not 
obtain the proper permits.
Other considerations when planning 
a renovation include writing out a 
strict budget, gathering inspiration, 
drawing up to-scale renovation plans, 
pouring over material reviews, and 
getting recommendations for reliable 
professionals to do the job. While not 
every obstacle can be avoided, planning 
is a good way to start successfully.

Planning ahead is important
to a successful renovation

Spring is the season for fixing up a home. 
Homeowners who aren’t interested in doing the 
work themselves turn to contractors to ensure the 

job is done not only to code, but on time and efficiently. 
After receiving an initial estimate from a contractor, 
homeowners may wonder if there is any additional 
wiggle room in contractors’ costs.
Certain contractors are willing to negotiate while 
others are firm in their prices. However, learning the 
basics of negotiation can put homeowners in position 
to save money on dream renovations.

Do your homework
Getting the best price typically requires shopping 
around and not settling on the first bid. Experts 
recommend getting at least three estimates on the 
same job — and be sure to let each contractor know 
that you are soliciting multiple bids. This alone may 
entice a specific contractor to give you his or her best 
offer up front. Avoid simply choosing the lowest bid. 
Look at quality of work, reputation and reviews. If you 
like a costly contractor more than another, see if that 
contractor is willing to match a lower bid to win the job.

Pick the right season
As with other industries, home renovation work heats 
up during certain seasons or times of year. General 
contractors may be more willing to negotiate for a 
lower price depending on when their busy season may 
be. Jobs may slow down in winter, for example.

Talk about supplies
Even after getting a good bid, you may be able to 
speak with your contractor about lowering costs 
even more by choosing less costly supplies. Find out 
if contractors can source materials from a low-cost 
supplier. In addition, discuss if you can purchase your 
own supplies. 

Ask to do a portion
Be honest with the contractor about your budget and 
figure out if there is any way for you to do some of the 
work to lower costs. The contractor can give you jobs 
that are within your abilities, which can shave dollars 
off the final price.

Know your rights and laws
Understand the laws governing contract language in 
your state or province. Contracts should also spell 
out the change order process so that expectations 
of changes and costs will be known in advance.
These are just some of the tactics homeowners 
can use when negotiating the price of home 
remodels or improvements.

Tips for negotiating with contractors
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Optimist Community EXPO 2022

Classic Car Show

Vendor

Optimist Members

Optimist booths

Home based business

Performance Area Schedule
Friday

Allen County Public Library Storytime 530 PM - 6 PM

Child ID 6 PM - 8 PM

Saturday

Bike Rodeo

Lima Area Youth Orchestra 5 PM - 6 PM 88

Performance Area

147

Safety City

87 146

Sunday

Safety City 86 145

Safety City

85 105 124 144

SLABJAC Solutions

84 104 123 143

Heritage Heritage Boy Scouts

83 103 122 142

Mary Kay Heritage Heritage Steel It

82 102 121

Color Street Heritage Heritage Water Solutions

81 101 120

1 Homefixer Heritage Heritage

80

Banks Creations MERCHANTS  BUILDING Coatings

12 47 79

Wollam Ag Connection KISS Girl Scouts

11 22 32 46 67 78

Wollam Ag Connection KISS Outdoor Busy B Realty

10 21 31 45 66

Leaf Guard Connection Stardew Flooring Outdoor Lotta Luv Pet Rescue Home Care

9 30       Security 44 65 76

A1 Concrete Humanity / Re-Store Unlimited Kitchens Binkley Real Estate Kitchens & more

8 19 29 43 54 64

Barns Unlimited Lima News Kitchens Quality Mechanical Licorice Guy Insurance Solutions

7 18 28 53 63 74

Everdry Lima News Chiles Laman Venture Out Resorts

6 17 27 52 62 73

Peacock Water Care Access JP Timmerman Thermal Guard Family Creations 4-H

5 16 26

OPTIMIST FOOD BOOTH

42 51 72

Salvation Army Bath Fitter DeVier Excavating Thermal Guard Metro Parks LeafFilter Gutters

15 25 41 50 60

Food Bank Bath Fitter Crime Victim Services Golden Reserve Roofing

3 14 24 S
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59 70

AAA WTGN Cemetary Brothers Heartbeat of Lima Basement Dr

2 13 23 69

Door Prizes Optimist Optimist Cemetary Brothers and Service Basement Dr

1 38 68

Door Prizes YOUTH  BUILDING AGRICULTURAL BUILDING Basement Dr

MAIN ENTRANCE Corny Bros

Popcorn

141    Easton

140  Liberty Roofing

139    Rhino Concrete

37       Satellite

36       Satellite 57       Altimate

35       Satellite 56        Altimate 77  All American

20    Habitat for 34    21st Century 55     Williams

33    21st Century 75  Streamline

61 - Sponsored

4      West Ohio 71   Winegardner
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40   Memorial Park 49    Deitemeyer

39  Memorial Park 48    Deitemeyer 58   Rainbow Sales
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Optimist Community EXPO 2022

Performance Area Schedule
Friday
Allen County Public Library Storytime  5:30 PM - 6 PM
Child ID         6 PM - 8 PM

Saturday
Bike Rodeo
Lima Area Youth Orchestra     5 PM - 6 PM
Safety City

Sunday
Safety City
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New plants can add much to a 
landscape. Whether they’re 
replacing plants that are no 

longer thriving or being added to 
supplement an existing landscape, 
new plants are an affordable way to 
give a home’s exterior a whole new 
look.
Much consideration is given to which 
plants to add to a landscape. That’s 
understandable, as homeowners 
want to choose plants that will thrive 
and won’t compromise the health of 
surrounding plants and trees. Before 
planting or even choosing plants, it’s 
important to plan for new additions 
to a landscape. Preparing the 
landscape can inform homeowners 
about which plants to purchase and 
can ensure they thrive after planting.

Document sunlight exposure. 
Plants have different needs, and one 
of the biggest differences between 
species is the amount of sunlight 
they need to thrive. According 
to Penn State Extension, plants 
characterized as “full sun” require six 
or more hours of sunlight per day, 
while those considered “partial sun” 
need between four and six hours of 
sunlight per day. Plants designated 
as “partial shade” need two to four 
hours of sun per day, while “shade” 
plants need less than two hours 
of sunlight a day. Documenting 
sunlight exposure in advance gives 
homeowners an idea of which plants 
should be planted and where they 
should be planted. Jot down these 
observations in a journal over several 
weeks and then choose plants that 

How to prepare 
landscapes for new plants

Did you know?

Homeowners should give due consideration to whether 
or not plants are considered invasive species before 
introducing new plants on their properties. According 

to the National Ocean and Atmospheric Administration, 
invasive species of plants can lead to the extinction of native 
plants and animals. Invasive plant species also can reduce 
biodiversity and cause significant fundamental disruptions 
to local ecosystems. Though non-native plants are often 
cherished for their unique looks, homeowners planting new 
gardens or supplementing existing gardens with new plants 
are urged to plant only native species. Such an approach 
benefits plants and also local wildlife that depends on native 
plant species for food and cover.

will thrive in each area.
Test the soil. A soil pH test is a 
simple and quick way to determine 
the acidity of soil. Soil pH levels will 
indicate how likely a plant is to thrive 
in a given spot. High levels won’t 
necessarily mean an area should be 
avoided, as  some plants thrive in 
acidic soils. Additional soil tests can 
determine other characteristics, such 
as the nutrient levels of soil and the 
amount of organic matter it contains. 
Each of these variables can help 
homeowners make the right choices 
as they introduce new plants to their 
properties.
Consider local wildlife. If local 
wildlife makes its presence known on 
a property, homeowners may want to 
take proactive steps prior to planting 
anything new. A new fence might 
prevent animals like deer from getting 
in, but that likely won’t do much to 

repel smaller animals like squirrels, 
rabbits or foxes. If wildlife is a 
concern, homeowners can seek advice 
at their local garden center about 
which plants certain animals are likely 
to ignore. Homeowners who want to 
attract wildlife can do the same in 
reverse, choosing plants wildlife will 
be drawn to. Homeowners who want 
to deter wildlife should erect fencing 
or other barriers prior to planting.
Clear space if necessary. Plants 
grow up and out, and cramped 
quarters can make it hard for new 
plants to thrive. Some may thrive but 
only at the expense of other plants. 
If necessary, clear space prior to 
planting to ensure plants have ample 
space to grow. Some pre-planting 
landscape preparation can ensure 
new plants thrive.
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Well-maintained laws are a byproduct of hard work. That hard work is a 
point of pride for homeowners who spend countless hours throughout 
spring, summer and fall tending to their lawns.

All that hard work can be compromised when uninvited guests, namely insects, 
show up in a lawn. Insect infestations can turn a normally pristine and lush green 
lawn into a brown and sickly eyesore. Identifying which type of insect is damaging 
a lawn is the first step toward returning that lawn to its green glory. These are 
three common lawn insects and signs that they’re infesting a lawn.

Telling signs 3 common insects are infesting a lawn

Even the most well-maintained lawns can be 
vulnerable to insect infestation.

1. Grubs
Grubs like to feast on the roots 
of grass right below the surface. 
Michigan State University Extention 
Turf & Landscape reports that grub 
damage can appear from March to 
early May or from mid-September 
to early November. The lawn and 
garden experts at GardenTech® 
note that wilted grass blades are 
often the first indicator of a grub 
infestation, which is followed 
by patches of brown turf and 
eventually death. Crows, skunks 
and moles eat grubs, so the sight 
of them in a lawn could indicate an 
infestation.

2. Chinch bugs
The experts at BobVila.com report 
that chinch bugs are not necessarily 
problematic when their populations 
are limited to around 10 to 15 bugs 
per square foot of lawn. In such 
instances, chinch bug populations 
are generally controlled by ants 
and ladybugs. However, extreme 
heat and drought, problems that 
have plagued various regions in 
North America in recent years, 
reduce the populations of bugs 
that feed on chinch bugs, thus 
increasing the population of these 
unwanted guests that feed on 

grass. GardenTech® indicates 
that damage from chinch bugs 
is most visible between June and 
September. That damage begins 
with grass taking on a purple tinge 
before it turns yellow and then 
brown after wilting.

3. Cutworms
The lawn care experts at Scotts® 
note that cutworms are moth 
larvae that hide in the thatch layer 
of a lawn during the day before 
emerging at night to feed on 
grass blades. Patches of brown 
grass between one and two inches 
in width is a sign of cutworm 
infestation. Homeowners who 
notice a growing number of birds 
pecking away in their lawns may 
have a cutworm infestation, which 
can be confirmed by peeling up 
a section of damaged grass and 
looking for cutworms, which are 
brown, gray 
or black and tend to be around two 
inches long.
The good news is that grub, chinch 
bug and cutworm populations can 
be controlled. Local turf specialists 
can recommend strategies to 
curtail such populations and help 
homeowners restore their lawns to 
full health.

The National 
Association 
of Landscape 

Professionals notes that 
lawns can support a 
significant number of 
insects feeding on them 
because the grass grows 
much faster than the 
insects can damage it. But 
noticeable damage, such 

as brown patches in the 
grass, severed roots and 
grass that is easily pulled 
up, indicate that insect 
infestations are significant 
enough to require 
intervention. Lawn care 
professionals can work with 
homeowners to develop 
solutions to address insect 
infestations. Infestation 

prevention involves a 
handful of strategies, 
not the least of which is 
ensuring a lawn is properly 
cared for. Such care 
delivers nutrients to the 
lawn and reduces its risk of 
becoming undernourished. 
Undernourished lawns are 
more vulnerable to insect 
infestations and weeds.

Did you know?
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Trees benefit a landscape by serving both 
aesthetic and utilitarian functions. A home 
surrounded by healthy green trees can be a 

sight to behold, and those same trees can benefit 
surrounding plants and wildlife at the same time.
As appealing as trees are, not all trees and 
landscapes make for the perfect match. The Arbor 
Day Foundation notes the importance of planning 
when designing a landscape. Planning ensures 
the trees homeowners ultimately choose for their 
properties will grow well in the soil and moisture 
present in their yards. 
Careful consideration of a handful of variables can 
help homeowners determine which trees will make 
the best fit for their properties.
Height: Homeowners must consider the projected 
height of a tree before planting it. Avoid trees that 
will bump into anything when fully grown, as that 
can adversely affect surrounding greenery and 
pose a safety hazard. The ADF’s tree sizing guide 

can be accessed at https://www.arborday.org/
trees/rightTreeAndPlace/size.cfm and serves as an 
invaluable resource for homeowners who want to 
plant new trees around their properties.
Canopy spread: Trees grow out as well as up, so 
it’s important to consider their potential width at 
maturity as well. The ADF sizing guide can help 
homeowners get an idea of how wide a tree is 
likely to be at maturity. Trees that spread out quite 
a bit don’t necessarily need to be avoided, but it’s 
important that they’re planted far enough apart 
so they don’t adversely affect surrounding plants. 
In addition, wide trees that are planted too close 
together can make the landscape appear crowded, 
taking something away from its aesthetic appeal.
Growth rate: Growth rate is an  important variable 
because it can affect how quickly homeowners will 
see changes in their landscapes. Homeowners who 
want to plant for privacy can consider trees with 
quick growth rates or purchase more mature trees 

that are already near full growth. Those who are 
not in need of instant transformation can try trees 
with slower growth rates, which the ADF notes 
typically live longer than fast-growing species.
Requirements: Different trees require different 
amounts of sun and moisture and different soil 
components to thrive. Homeowners can have their 
soil tested to determine which trees will thrive in 
it. Local garden centers can be a great resource for 
homeowners who want insight as to which trees 
will thrive in their local climates.
Trees serve many functions on a property. 
Choosing the right trees for a landscape requires 
careful consideration of a host of variables.

How to pick the right  
trees for your property

1062 Bellefontaine Ave., Lima
(across from Lima Memorial Hospital)

419-303-6209
Where Community and Health Meet

Get inspired and upli	 ed while enjoying healthy 
coffees and teas, shakes, wa�  es and parfaits

Stop in a� er you visit the Community Expo and Enjoy 

$1.00 off any Tea

OH-70276006T

OH-70276074T

Protection for
your pride and joy

For the family you’d do
anything for, life insurance
could mean everything. I can
help you find easy, affordable
ways to protect their future.
Call me today.

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.®

Bryan Weimerskirch, Agent
251 N Canal Street
Delphos, OH 45833
Bus: 419-692-1626
bryan@sfagentbryan.com

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed
in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company
(Licensed in NY and WI)
Bloomington, IL
2001571
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Cell 419-234-5266  •  Licensed & Insured
Text messages accepted.

Poling Family RenovationsPoling Family Renovations
“Your full service custom home remodeler.”

NO JOB TOO SMALL!  
We do demolition inside 
and out, home repairs, 
remodeling and add-on 
rooms.  Services include 
electrical, plumbing, 
heating, sump pumps & 
other critical household 
equipment repairs.

Ask about a Waterfall 
shower feature, they 
are fabulous!

Member

A Small Business
Conglomerate

Gardening is a rewarding hobby 
that has been linked to health 
benefits like reduced stress 

and improved mental well-being. 
Gardening also can lead to an inviting 
home landscape full of attractive 
blooms and/or delicious foods.
Backyard gardens have long been 
planted after clearing a plot of land, 
tilling and amending the soil, and 
planting rows of favorite crops. 
However, gardening can be less labor-
intensive and even more successful 
when people consider the many 
benefits of container gardening.
What is container gardening?
As its name implies, container 
gardening is growing plants inside of 
containers. These containers can be 
flower pots, rectangular deck boxes or 
even large raised garden beds. 
Pros to container gardening
One of the advantages of container 
gardening is that plants can be 
moved in and out of sunlight to 
ensure the right growing conditions. 

This isn’t as easily achieved when 
gardens are stationary. Also, 
beginner gardeners may be more 
able to control soil conditions inside 
of a small container rather than a 
vast ground-based garden, which will 
require a good deal of manual labor. 
Pots and boxes also can be grouped 
together to create eye-popping 
displays, usually at lower costs than 
the sheer volume of plants that would 
be needed to fill out an expansive 
landscape.
Cons to container gardening
Container garden plants will not have 
direct access to the ground, so they 
need gardeners to create the ideal 
growing conditions. Developing the 
right care formula can be challenging. 
The home and garden resource 
The Spruce says that drainage is 
an important factor in container 
gardening, and most containers do 
not offer enough drainage holes. 
If water cannot escape the soil, the 
roots of the plants can rot and die. 

It’s not enough to add stones or 
gravel to the bottom of containers. 
Drill additional holes in the bottom 
(1⁄2-inch in diameter for small or 
medium-sized pots; one inch in 
diameter for larger pots). Also, be 
sure to check on soil moisture so that 
watering can be adjusted. During 
hot stretches, plants may need to be 
watered more frequently.
Plan for plants that play well
Grouping plants together can create 
visually stunning combinations. 
However, it is important to choose 
plants that require the same amount 
of light and moisture. Look at plant 
tags when visiting the garden center 
and select complementary plants, 
or ask a store employee. Mixing 
different plant shapes, colors and leaf 
textures, as well as plants of various 
heights, can help containers look 
filled out. 
Feed plants accordingly
Plants need nutrition to thrive in 
containers. Quality potting mixes 

will contain fertilizers, but nutrition 
will wane over time. Every couple of 
weeks, container plants will need 
either fresh potting mix or granular 
fertilizer added to feed them. Oregon 
State University Extension Services 
suggests using a slow-release 
fertilizer or worm castings several 
times throughout the season.
Container gardening is a great way to 
add plants to smaller patios, reduce 
the workload involved in maintaining 
expansive gardens, and customize 
conditions for optimal growth.

The basics of container gardening
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1333 W. TRENTON AVE., FINDLAY • WWW.FINDLAYTRUCKRVSALES.COM • 419-422-9797

2019-2010 - $10,000-$24,999 at 6.09% for 120 months, $25,000-$29,999 at 5.94% for 144 months, $30,000+ at 5.89% for 180 months plus taxes and fees.  2009-2005 - $10,000-$24,999 
at 7.09% for 120 months, $25,000-$29,999 at 6.94% for 144 months, $30,000+ at 6.89% for 180 months plus taxes and fees.  2004 and Older - $10,000 or less at 9.84% for 60 months

Save $500 on fi nancing

Stand Up Deck Joystick Control Pivoting Front End
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Joystick ControlJoystick Control

Country 
Clipper XLT 
52” deck

$5,950

MSRP 
$6,549

Boulevard

Demo Special 
21 Hours  

$4,999

Boss XL
72” deck

$11,900

MSRP 
$13,799

Country Clipper 
XLT 60” deck

MSRP 
$7,995

Country Clipper 
XLT 60” deck

$6,250

Findlay's Hottest Dealer

COME SEE US FOR YOUR SUMMER FUN!

2011 Gulfstream
BT-Touring

$58,500

2019 Keystone 
Cougar 34TSB 
3 slide outs, 
bunk beds  

$38,950

2013 Coachmen 
Mirada 290S - Silver 
Edition - 2 slide outs 

$64,950

2018 Coachman 
Adrenaline 25QB

Toy Hauler 

$32,950

2010 Forest Riv 
Blue Ridge 3740

$24,450
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Not just a roof, MAKE IT A WINEGARDNER ROOF!

Call Now for your 
FREE ESTIMATE!
419-234-1644

www.limaroofi ng.com

HUGE 
$pring $avings 

through March 31st!! 

$350 OFF*

Complete Roof 
Replacement *Purchase 

of $5,000 or 
more

5% 
DISCOUNT

Seniors &
Veterans

Menti on this coupon and receive
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