
Ohio Landscape Survey
Purple Strategies, a bipartisan public affairs firm, conducted a statewide online survey of 750 Likely Voters in Ohio between
December 24,2020 and January 1, 2021 - and a telephone survey of 150 Likely Voters in Counties surrounding Lima Ohio between 
December 23, 2020 and January 4, 2021. Sample and data collection were provided by Dynata. Respondents self-reported as 
registered voters in Ohio and indicated they are very likely/almost certain to vote in the US midterm election in 2022. The margin of 
error for the total online sample is +/-3.4% at the 95% confidence level, and for the total telephone sample is +/-7.5% at the 95% 
confidence level.
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Ohio Landscape Survey findings

• Sixty-seven percent (67%) of likely voters believe it is important to bring new sources of clean energy to the state and the vast majority welcome 

solar farm development in their community (76%).

• For most the benefits are clear: more than two-thirds see solar energy as a win-win: helpful in cutting emissions (71%) and bringing down energy 

costs (62%). 

• The clean power generated from the Birch solar farm will abate 423,700 metric tons of CO2 emissions, enhancing air quality by helping to mitigate 

the health effects of harmful air pollutants – this is welcome news to the seventy-three percent (73%) of Ohio voters who believe climate change 

is either a critical issue to address or at least one that deserves attention. 

• Forty-three percent (43%) list the economy as one of their three priority issues and thirty-four percent (34%) say jobs, the two most prominent 

responses. The Birch solar farm would provide a significant infusion to both – contributing approximately $2.7 million in new annual revenue for 

schools as well as local and county governments, $4.6 million in annual operating expenses spent in the region, and 400 local construction jobs

• Eighty-four percent (84%) of voters believe property owners have the right to do what they want with their land, even if that means moving away 

from traditional uses of farmland. The Birch solar farm will help local property owners and farmers maintain their land for future generations. 

Key findings: Poll of Ohio voters



Ohio Landscape Survey
Representative and Directional Findings
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• Understand priority issues in Ohio

• Understand views of climate change and 

the energy transition in the state and 

efforts to address this topic, including 

solar projects generally

• Gauge awareness of and views on the 

Birch Solar project more specifically 

Objectives

Methodology Overview
Ohio Landscape Survey

1 - Statewide Online Survey among Ohio Likely 

Voters*

• Online survey among self-reported voters in Ohio 

who are likely/almost certain to vote in the US 

midterm election in 2022

• Representative demographics and regional 

breakdown

n=750 Likely Voters

Margin of error: +/-3.4%

Survey fielded between Dec. 24, 2020 – Jan. 1, 2021

Methodology

2 - Phone Survey among Likely Voters in Counties 
Surrounding Lima

• Phone survey among self-reported voters in Ohio 

counties below who are very likely/almost certain to vote 
in the US midterm election in 2022

• Counties represented: Allen, Auglaize, Hancock, Hardin, 
Mercer, Putnam, VanWert

• Not demographically representative, sample skews older

n=150 Likely Voters

Margin of error: +/-7.5%

Survey fielded between Dec. 23, 2020 – Jan. 4, 2021

*Registered to vote in Ohio, voted in the U.S. general election this past November (if eligible), 
and very likely or almost certain to vote in 2022 U.S. midterm elections.
Not all percentages add up to 100% due to rounding.



Ohio - Full State Results
Representative Findings 
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While Ohioans see the economy and jobs as the top issues facing the state, 73% of 
Ohio voters believe climate change is an issue that at least deserves attention
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TOP ISSUES FOR OH VOTERS
Showing % selected in top 3 issues facing the state

Not all percentages may add up to 100% due to rounding.
Q: Thinking about the issues facing Ohio today, which do you think are the most important to address?
Q: Generally speaking, how big of an issue do you think the following topics are to those living in Ohio?  

ISSUE URGENCY IN OHIO
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2 in 3 Ohio voters agree it is important for the state to bring new sources of clean 
energy and attract major businesses to the state 

Not all percentages may add up to 100% due to rounding.
Q: Below you will see a number of statements. Please indicate the extent to which you disagree or agree with each.

OHIO FOCUS AREAS

Elected officials in Ohio should be focused on job creation

Schools in Ohio are in need of additional funding

It is important for Ohio to bring new sources of clean energy to the state

Ohio should be working to reduce pollution in the state

Ohio should be working to attract major businesses to the area, like Google, Facebook 
and Amazon Web Services

Elected officials in Ohio should be doing more to bring down the cost of electricity in 
the state

Ohio’s elected officials should do more to protect individual property rights

Introducing renewable energy sources in Ohio will make energy more affordable

Elected officials in Ohio should be doing more to address climate change

82%

71%

67%

67%

65%

64%

64%

59%

54%

13%

17%

22%

22%

24%

27%

28%

25%

21%

4%

12%

12%

11%

10%

8%

8%

15%

24%

Somewhat/Strongly agree Neutral/Don't know Somewhat/Strongly disagree



8

More than any other energy source, Ohio voters see solar as best positioned to 
bring down emissions and energy costs

Q: Which of the following energy sources do you think can help Ohio cut carbon emissions? Select all that apply.
Q: Which of the following energy sources do you think can help bring down energy costs in Ohio? Select all that apply.

71%
66%

36%
30%

8%
3% 5%

62%
59%

35%

25%

11%

4%
9%

Solar energy Wind energy Natural gas Nuclear energy Coal Other None of the above

Can help Ohio cut carbon emissions

Can help bring down energy costs in Ohio

PERCEIVED ENVIRONMENTAL & ECONOMIC IMPACT OF ENERGY SOURCES
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Ohio voters overwhelmingly welcome solar development in their communities

Q: Which of the following statements comes closest to your own view?

76%
support solar 

development and 
welcome it in their 

community

13%
support solar 

development but not in 
their community

10%
do not support solar 

development projects

SUPPORT FOR SOLAR FARM DEVELOPMENT



Lima, Ohio - Surrounding Counties
Directional Findings (results are not demographically representative)
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Most area voters (68%) believe climate change is an issue that at least deserves 
attention

TOP ISSUES FOR LOCAL LIKELY VOTERS
Showing % selected in top 3 issues facing the state

Not all percentages may add up to 100% due to rounding. 
Q: Thinking about the issues facing Ohio today, which do you think are the most important to address?
Q: Generally speaking, how big of an issue do you think the following topics are to those living in Ohio?  

ISSUE URGENCY IN OHIO
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7 in 10 local voters agree it is important to bring new sources of clean energy to 
Ohio

Not all percentages may add up to 100% due to rounding. 
Q: Below you will see a number of statements. Please indicate the extent to which you disagree or agree with each.

LOCAL FOCUS AREAS

Elected officials in Ohio should be focused on job creation

Ohio’s elected officials should do more to protect individual property rights

Schools in Ohio are in need of additional funding

It is important for Ohio to bring new sources of clean energy to the state 

Ohio should be working to attract major businesses to the area, like Google, Facebook 
and Amazon Web Services

Elected officials in Ohio should be doing more to bring down the cost of electricity in 
the state

Ohio should be working to reduce pollution in the state

Introducing renewable energy sources in Ohio will make energy more affordable

Elected officials in Ohio should be doing more to address climate change
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Most local voters believe solar energy can help cut emissions and bring energy 
costs down 

Q: Which of the following energy sources do you think can help Ohio cut carbon emissions? Select all that apply.
Q: Which of the following energy sources do you think can help bring down energy costs in Ohio? Select all that apply.

59% 59%

51%

40%

17%

6%
3%

60%

50%
47%

37%

27%

4% 5%

Natural gas Solar energy Wind energy Nuclear energy Coal Other None of the above

Can help Ohio cut carbon emissions

Can help bring down energy costs in Ohio

PERCEIVED ENVIRONMENTAL & ECONOMIC IMPACT OF ENERGY SOURCES
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6 in 10 Lima-area voters support and welcome solar development in the community

Q: Which of the following statements comes closest to your own view?

59%
support solar 

development and 
welcome it in their 

community

15%
support solar 

development but not in 
their community

26%
do not support solar 

development projects

SUPPORT FOR SOLAR FARM DEVELOPMENT
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8 in 10 area voters say property owners should be able to lease their land to solar 
developers if they choose

Q: Which of the following statements comes closest to your own view?

Property owners have the 
right to do what they want 

with their land. If they want 
to lease their land, it’s up to 

them.

The Birch Solar project 
would be bad for our state,
destroying the scenic 
farmland in our community.

The Birch Solar project 
would be good for our state, 

mitigating CO2 emissions 
and climate change while 
preserving the land from 

urban sprawl.

The Birch Solar project 
would be hazardous to our 
health and bad for the 
environment in which it’s 
developed.

The Birch Solar project can 
improve soil health, foster 

biodiversity and pollinators, 
and create wildlife habitats.

The Birch Solar project would 
be bad for our state, 
threatening endangered 
species in the area.

81%
19%

60%
40%

58%
42%

The Birch Solar project 
would generate $2.7 million 
annually for property taxes, 

helping to spur the local 
economy and provide 

funding for schools at a time 
when we need it most

The solar farm will have a 
negative effect on the local 
economy by lowering 
property values and making 
it harder to attract new 
families and businesses to 
the area.

The Birch Solar project is good 
for Ohioans – the more 

inexpensive solar options
there are on the grid, the 

lower energy costs will be in 
the state.

The impact of the Birch Solar 
project on its own won’t be 
felt by everyday Ohioans – it’s 
not worth it for our state.

The Birch Solar project is good 
for Ohioans, creating about 

400 good-paying construction 
jobs to develop the solar farm 

at a time when our state needs 
it most.

While the Birch Solar project 
will create some jobs, they 
won’t all be permanent. The 
Birch Solar Project is not 
worth it for Ohio if it does not 
create lasting job growth.

55%
45%

55%
45%

50% 50%

PERCIEVED COSTS AND BENEFITS OF BIRCH SOLAR


