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How to create a winter-friendly outdoor living space
For many homeowners, the 

arrival of fall and winter marks 
an end to time spent loung-
ing and dining al fresco on the 
patio. But cold air does not 
necessarily mean patio furniture 
must be packed up until flow-
ers bloom anew in spring.

In its 2017 Home Design 
Trends Survey, the American 
Institute of Architects found 
that consumers continue to 
emphasize practical features 
that expand the functional-
ity of their homes via heavy 
investment in outdoor living 
spaces. The survey found that 
the popularity of outdoor living 
spaces increased by 72 percent 
between 2012 and 2017, high-
lighting just how much home-
owners enjoy spending time 
outdoors. By taking measures 
to make their outdoor living 
spaces winterproof, homeown-
ers can enjoy these areas of 
their homes even more.

 • Cover your deck. A covered 
deck may appear to make 
the space less enjoyable 
during spring and summer. 
However, covered decks can 
protect residents from the 
sun on especially hot days 
while also making the space 
more functional in winter. An 
overhead shelter on a deck 
can be outfitted with heaters 
(and fans to provide a cooling 
effect in summer) and allow 
residents to sit outside and 
watch snow fall without get-
ting wet.

 • Plant the right trees. Conif-
erous trees prevent wind, 
which can be especially 
harsh in winter. Homeown-
ers who are unsure about 
which direction wind typically 
comes from can consult a 
landscape architect to deter-
mine where to plant the trees 
to ensure they’re most effec-
tive.

 • Fire up the patio. A firepit 
or fireplace can warm up an 
outdoor living area, making 
such a space warm and cozy 
even on a cold winter night. A 
patio with a built-in firepit can 
cost a pretty penny, but such 
an addition can withstand 
winter weather better than 
a standalone firepit, which 
might be vulnerable to being 
tipped over by winter winds.

 • Install lighting. The sun sets 
early in winter, so homeown-
ers won’t be able to rely on 
natural light to illuminate their 
outdoor living spaces well 
into the evening like they do 
in summer. Heat lamps can 
be used to both warm and 
illuminate a space, serving 
dual, budget-friendly func-
tions. With the right adjust-
ments, outdoor living spaces 
can be enjoyed throughout 
winter.

Metro
Covering a deck or patio and/or adding a fire feature are two ways to 
make outdoor living spaces more winter-friendly.

7 ways to make guests more comfortable when entertaining
Many people enjoy opening their 

homes to friends and family. Enter-
taining can include everything from 
backyard barbecues to hosting formal 
dinner parties to providing overnight 
accommodations. While each of 
those things is different, hosts always 
want to ensure their guests are as 
comfortable as possible, regardless 
of which style of gathering they’re 
hosting.

Hosts can use these seven strate-
gies to help guests feel at home.

1. Consider the details. Does 
your guest like chocolate covered 
almonds? Does he or she prefer a 
certain genre of music? Take note 
of the specific details that make the 
guest tick, and then incorporate them 
into your entertaining plans.

2. Ready the space. Not everyone 

has a full-fledged guest room, but 
that doesn’t mean you can’t create 
a welcoming and private retreat for 
guests. Turn a home office into an 
overnight area with a pull-out couch 
or even a dressed-up air mattress 
with high-quality linens.

3. Anticipate guests’ needs. Think 
like a concierge when hosting at 
home. Have extra toothbrushes, anti-
perspirant, mouthwash, and a phone 
charger at the ready. Is your guest a 
reader? Keep a few selections nearby 
or a book of puzzles so they can stay 
busy during their downtime.

4. Keep dietary needs in mind. 
Guests have different palates and 
preferences, but some may have 
serious food allergies as well. Ask in Metro

Head outdoors to gather with friends this season.
See ENTERTAINING | 3C
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Winter is coming, and for millions of 
people who reside in areas of the coun-
try that see the mercury drop consider-
ably between December and March, 
that means prioritizing staying warm. 
Inefficient or aging housing materials 
may compromise your ability to do just 
that.

Drafts from doors, poorly protected 
attics and basements and aging win-
dows may force heating systems to 
work extra hard to maintain interior 
temperatures.

Replacing old windows can make a 
home quieter by blocking out exterior 
noises. Consumer Reports also notes 
that new windows are often easier to 
clean and maintain than older varieties.

Many homeowners are interested in 
replacing their windows, but may not 
know where to start. These guidelines 
can help the process along.

1. Get several estimates. Ask for 
recommendations from neighbors or 
other people in your area on which 
companies they used to install their 
replacement windows. When you inter-
view the prospects, ask several ques-
tions about how they go about installing 
the windows. Questions can include:
• How long will the project take?
• Will I need to remain home 
  during the process?
• Do you discard of old debris?
• What is the protocol for installation  
  during inclement weather?

2. Research permits. 

Most home renovation projects need to 
be approved by the local municipality. 
Go to the permit office and find out the 
requirements. Some window contrac-
tors will include securing permits in the 
cost of the project. After the project is 
completed, an inspector will come by 
and ensure the work was done accord-
ing to code.

3. Change up the appearance. 
Look at the type of hardware you have 
around the home and other fixtures. 
Choose windows that have locks or 
latches that can match those features 
for continuity of style. Think about 
choosing a different style or frame color 
of the window, or a different type of 
window to improve efficiency and func-
tion.

4. Research top window manu-
facturers. It’s tempting to purchase 
windows based on price alone, but 
replacement windows are often a deci-
sion that only has to be made once or 
twice for the life of the home. Invest in 
durable windows that will have staying 
power. Consumer Reports offers unbi-
ased reviews on various window brands 
and can help homeowners make sound 
decisions.

5. Prepare for installation. Clear 
pathways, remove window treatments 
and disconnect window alarm systems. 
Plan for one to two days of installation. 
Keep pets and children away from work 
areas.

OH-70203988T

Metro
It pays to ask good questions at the beginning of your research into new windows.

5 tips to prepare for window replacement

advance if any guests 
have food allergies so 
you can ensure that any 
meals served are not 
just delicious, but also 
safe and healthy.

5. Keep pets at bay. 
Guests may not be as 
enamored with pets as 

their hosts. If you know 
a guest has an allergy 
or an aversion to pets, 
keep the animals away 
as much as possible.

6. Freshen the home. 
Take inventory of your 
home in its current state 
and make some minor 
improvements. Add 
some interior lighting, 
clean the bathrooms, 
create some extra seat-

ing, and freshen up with 
some flowers to make 
for a welcoming envi-
ronment.

7. Prepare a special 
meal. Give guests a 
sensational meal they’re 
not likely to forget. This 
can mean indulging a 
little with sourced ingre-
dients, home cooking 
and a good bottle of 
wine.

From page 2C

Entertaining
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Backyard sheds can be 
useful assets. Sheds can 
create storage space in the 
garage, basement or other 
areas of the house that have 
become gathering spots for 
gear typically used outdoors. 
Sheds are ideal for housing 
mowers, tools and even pool-
care equipment. But they can 
be put to other uses as well, 
such as being key spots to 
engage in hobbies or even as 
a child’s clubhouse.

Various factors should be 
considered before building 
or buying a shed. A storage 
shed can be a significant 
investment. Once placed, 
sheds may remain in their 
dedicated spots for years to 

come. That means careful 
thought should go into the 
planning process.

1. Check your local build-
ing codes first. Before you 
accumulate building materi-
als or order a shed, be sure 
to know the ins and outs of 
shed codes. The codes may 
impact the shed’s placement, 
construction, the materials 
used, size, and numerous 
other factors. It’s much easier 
to amend plans beforehand 
than to face the hassle and 
expense after learning you 
did things incorrectly.

2. Choose placement 
wisely. Spend several days 

Simple ways to improve a kitchen pantry
People have been spending more 

time at home in 2020 than in years 
past, and certain projects around the 
house have become a priority. One 
home improvement idea that serves 
the double benefit of creating organi-
zation and making cooking at home 
more efficient is to reimagine the 
kitchen pantry.

A pantry is a room or closet where 
food, beverages and linens or dishes 
are stored. Pantries can be highly 
useful spaces that provide ancillary 
storage in kitchens. Many modern 
homes are equipped with pantries, 
but older homes may require some 
modification to create more use-
ful pantries. Whether starting from 
scratch or modifying an existing pan-
try, these tips can help projects go 
more smoothly.

• Maximize vertical storage. 
  Utilizing vertical areas can help

Metro
Whether you have a separate pantry or use your cabinets for food storage, organization is key.

7 things to consider when buying a shed

Metro
Consider what your shed will be used for when deciding on which one to buy.

See KITCHEN | 7C

See SHED | 5C
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Does it seem like your hamper is 
always full and the washing machine 
is running constantly? You may not be 
imagining it. Laundry Butler for You, 
a wash, dry and fold service, says 
the average household washes 50 
pounds of laundry a week and 6,000 
articles of clothing every year. Families 
with children at home are doing laun-
dry most often, and those with pets 
may find there is ample laundry to 
wash as well.

With so much laundry being gen-
erated, homeowners may want to 
consider paying extra attention to the 
space in the house where their cloth-
ing is being cleansed. Laundry room 
renovations may not top homeowners’ 
priority lists, but it may be time to give 
these rooms another look.

Assess your equipment 
If your appliances are aging, a laun-

dry room renovation can start with an 
investment in new appliances. New 
models have large capacity loads, 
tend to be energy-efficient and could 
have innovative features that help fit 
with your laundry lifestyle. Purchas-

ing front-loading models also can free 
up design space, as you can install a 
counter directly above the units, sav-
ing room for other items like drying 
racks.

Figure out your room needs 
A laundry room need not be limited 

to laundry only. Many homeowners 
make large laundry rooms catch-all 
spaces that can serve as utility or mud 
rooms, pantry overflows, or off-sea-
son storage areas. Consider the func-
tions you want the room to serve and 
include those ideas in your designs.

Add some natural light 
If possible, include a window in your 

laundry room. Natural light can help 
make the room more enjoyable. It also 
can help you identify stains on clothes 
that need to be addressed and make 
it easier to fold matching items like 
socks.

Think about a utility sink 
Many washing machines drain out 

directly to waste pipes in the floor 
or wall, but you also can opt to have 

them empty into a utility sink. This 
sink also provides a convenient place 
to handwash items, clean tools or 
paintbrushes, or store items that per-
haps you do not want to bring into a 
bathroom or kitchen sink.

Include some flair 

This utilitarian space need not be 
boring or bereft of design elements. 
Mirror your homeÕs style in the laun-
dry room, and include wall hangings, 
plants, accent items, and even task 
lighting. Play up certain features with 
a bold floor tile or brightly colored 
walls.

Metro
Updating laundry rooms can be a great way to make doing laundry more enjoyable 
and efficient.

Laundry room renovations you’ll love

assessing the yard and thinking 
about the uses for the shed. If you 

plan to store pool floats and chemi-
cals inside of the shed, it should be 
located close enough to the pool 
to be convenient. Look at the lay of 
the land. If there is a soggy patch 
of land that can turn swampy under 

the shed’s foundation, that is a poor 
location choice. If you need access 
to electricity, placing it far away from 
the house could necessitate running 
expensive wiring.

3. Consider the design. Just 
because a shed is for storage doesn’t 
mean aesthetics should be over-
looked. Choose a shed style that 
complements your home. You may 
also want to match certain architec-
tural features, like arched doorways 
or dormers. Design also may relate 
to practicality. For instance, storing a 
riding mower inside may necessitate 
dual doors that open widely.

4. Invest in quality materials. 
Spending a little more and using 
quality materials can ensure it lasts 
long enough to be cost-effective. 
The right materials will be resistant to 

splitting, cracking, decay, and insect 
damage.

5. Prepare the site well. A proper 
foundation for the shed is almost as 
important as the shed itself. You can-
not just drop the shed on the lawn 
and leave it, as the shed can sink 
or structural issues may arise if it is 
placed on a weak base.

6. Blend into the environment. 
Surround the shed with shrubs or 
plants so that it blends into the yard 
and complements the space.

7. Deck out the interior. Use every 
storage tool at your disposal to maxi-
mize floor, wall and even rafter space 
for storage. Plan where items will 
be kept and customize the storage 
options around those locations.

Sheds can be an asset and improve 
storage capability in the backyard.

From page 4C

Shed
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These days, home trends 
are about more than good 
design and aesthetics — 
they’re about creating spac-
es that reflect our values and 
are more comfortable and 
enjoyable to live in. From 
net-zero and net-positive 
construction to tiny mini-
malist homes, trends are all 
about your family’s lifestyle.

Whether you’re shopping 
for a new home, renovating 
your own or creating a new 
build from scratch, here are 
some of the biggest trends 
you need to know for inspira-
tion.

Sustainable design: This 
one has been popular for a 
long time, but green design 
has evolved to be about 
much more than energy-
efficient appliances and LED 
light bulbs. Now, it’s all about 
making sure everything in 
your home reduces your car-
bon footprint and minimizes 
any impact on the environ-
ment.

To try the trend yourself, 
think big and get creative 
— install solar panels on 
your roof, choose building 
materials that don’t require 
deforestation and upcycle 
old furniture for decorative 
elements instead of buying 
new.

Disaster resiliency: Climate 
change affects us in so many 
negative ways, and one 
of the top concerns is the 
increase in natural disasters. 
From wildfires that last for 
months to major floods that 
affect entire cities, we now 
need to prepare for the worst 
when building our homes.

Switching to disaster-resil-
ient materials is an important 
first step. Some builders 
offer stronger, more energy-

efficient materials like insu-
lated concrete forms (ICFs) 
instead of more traditional 
materials like wood.

Outdoor living: Many of us 
are now choosing to forgo 
getting a cottage or summer 
home and recreate the expe-
rience in our own backyards. 
This trend helps you make 
the most of your existing 
space and take full advan-
tage of your yard or patio 
during the summer months.

You can design a full liv-
ing space outside, complete 
with an outdoor television 
and comfy couches, as well 
as a kitchen and refrigerator 
for entertaining. Consider 
adding a fireplace or firepit 
to keep warm during cool 
summer nights and enjoy 
the outdoors through spring, 
fall and even winter if you’re 
brave.

Home automation: This is 
another longstanding trend 
that shows no signs of slow-
ing down. It has also evolved 
to encompass more of the 
home to make life even more 
comfortable and convenient. 
From an oven that can be 
turned on remotely to pre-
heat, to skylights that can 
open and close automatically 
to create the perfect ambient 
temperature, there are more 
ways than ever to integrate 
smart home technology into 
your living space.

You can start small with 
voice assistant and smart 
light bulbs and work your 
way up to a total smart home 
system that includes home 
security, temperature con-
trols and all your electronic 
devices.

Customization: You don’t 
have to settle for what mass 
manufacturers decide to 

build, or what works for 
everyone else. Creating a 
home that’s as unique as you 
are is the latest trend, with 
custom-built storage and 
personalized architectural 

features to make your space 
stand out.

You can even go as far 
as building a custom home 
that’s suited to your family. 
Older home demolitions and 

purchasing land-only proper-
ties is becoming more com-
mon, allowing you to work 
with an architect to create 
exactly what you want with a 
new build.

Top 5 hottest home building trends

Metro
Choices are wide to offer home builders a chance to stand out from the crowd.
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Safe and effective ways to clean up leaves
Removing leaves from the yard 

is a task that homeowners must 
perform each fall. Thousands upon 
thousands of leaves can drop from 
a single tree. Multiply that by the 
number of trees on a property, 
and it’s no surprise the task of 
leaf cleanup can seem so daunt-
ing. Furthermore, not all leaves are 
shed at the same time, so several 
cleanup sessions may be neces-
sary before the last leaf is ban-
ished from the yard.

Just like removing snow, leaf 
cleanup can be a taxing job if 
done by hand. For people unac-
customed to exercise, cleaning 
up leaves can turn into quite a 
workout. According to the Discov-
ery Health Calorie Counter, rak-
ing leaves for one hour can burn 
nearly 292 calories. Shoulders 
and arms will feel the burn. Rak-
ing leaves is considered moderate 
physical activity, similar to brisk 
walking. Those who find them-
selves straining or out of breath 
should take a break, and these tips 
also make the job safer and easier.

 • Wear layers when cleaning up 
leaves. It may be cool at first, 
but it’s easy to work up a sweat 
after raking for awhile. Layers 
can be peeled off so as not to 
get overheated or risk hypo-
thermia from sweating in chilly 
temps.

 • Pay attention to your posture 
while raking. James Weinstein, 
chairman of the Department of 
Orthopedics at Dartmouth Medi-
cal School, recommends forming 
a wide base with the feet and 
holding the rake slightly toward 
the end of the handle with one 
hand three-quarters of the way 
down the handle from the other. 
Do not twist the spine; move 
your entire body. Avoid overuse 
of muscles on one side of the 
body by switching sides periodi-
cally.

 • Do not try to rake or blow 
leaves on windy days. Wind will 
only make the task that much 
more difficult, which could lead 
to overworking oneself.

 • Avoid overfilling bags. For 
those who plan to mulch and 
bag leaves, remember that 
compressed leaves can get 
heavy pretty quickly. Do not 

over-fill bags, as they can 
be hard to move or bring to 
a recycling center.
Using a leaf blower to push 
leaves into piles will reduce 
the strenuousness of the 
task, but leaf blowers can 
be heavy and noisy and 
gas-powered blowers can 
produce a considerable 
amount of exhaust.

Metro
The task of raking leaves can be quite strenuous.

increase storage capacity. Build in 
extra nooks by investing in undershelf 
storage baskets. These baskets can 
instantly create designated areas for 
different types of ingredients. Home-
owners also can look for ways to use 
the inside of cabinet doors or add 
extra shelves on walls or in eaves.

 • Consider your needs. Figure out 
which items you would like to store 
in the pantry and then shop for corre-
sponding storage systems. For exam-
ple, storage solutions may feature 
wine bottle racks, baskets for potatoes 
and other produce, shelving for small 
appliances, and even pull out racks for 
baking pans or cutting boards.

 • Use clear storage. Put ingredients 
in clear, airtight containers of similar 
dimensions so that you can easily find 
items you need. Transfer bulky items, 
like cereals and baking supplies, to 
storage containers for uniformity.

 • Store bulk items elsewhere. Bulk 
shopping can be cost-efficient, but 
bulk items can quickly eat up real 
estate in the pantry. Designate another 
area for non-perishable bulk products, 
like paper goods or canned items, 
such as in a garage or utility room.

 • Pull out drawers are convenient. 
Pull-out drawers can reduce the need 
to seek and reach for items. These 
drawers conveniently roll out so items 
in the back can be accessed without 
disturbing foods in the front. Draw-
ers can be custom built for any pantry 
space.

 • Make it accessible. Think about who 
will be taking items from the pantry. 
Put children’s snacks on the bottom 
pantry shelf where they can reach 
them, and then organize other shelves 
for adults in the home.
A pantry remodel can add valuable
storage space and make one of the 
busiest rooms in the house operate 
more efficiently.

From page 4C

Kitchen
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Annual
Scratch & Dent

Closeout!
Saturday October 10th, 2020 • 8 A.M. - 2 P.M. ONLY!

DON’T MISS
THIS SALE!

QUALITY 

MECHANICAL 

SERVICES

1190 E. KIBBY ST.LIMA, OHIO419-229-9781

Honeywell 
programmable 

“WIFI”
Thermostat

Central 
Humidifi ers

$12500

$12500

Your 
Choice!

and/or

Saturday October 10th, 2020 • 8 A.M. - 2 P.M. ONLY!

$$50000

$$70000

10 YEAR MANUFACTURE WARRANTIES STILL VALID! (While Supplies Last!)

www.qualitymechanicalservices.com
INSTALLATION SERVICES AVAILABLE!

ONLY A FEW!
CENTRAL A/C’S

STARTING 
@ $600

419-229-9781

You won’t get a better price on a 
better furnace anywhere!!

FROM 10 A.M. - 12 NOON ONLY: ALL FILTERS 1/2 PRICE! (While Quantities Last!)

OH-70204317T


