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Dream Biggie
Richard Parrish | The Lima News

Alphonso Townsend returns back to the field where he made a name for himself in high school only this time as the Lima Senior head coach.

Townsend ready to turn
Spartans back into winners

great coaching staff that
has been working well
together. They’re helping
me and making the transition easier for me.”
The transition from
young man to grown man
wasn’t always easy for
Townsend.
going to win out over Sir his dream job and said.,
By Jim Naveau
jnaveau@limanews.com
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his life wasn’t perfect at
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have uncommon agility
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Townsend said. “That’s
He verbally committed
for someone that size col- Senior since 2014 and
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to Ohio State in August
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That seventh-grade
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ON THE COVER

Alphonso Townsend appeared on the Lima News
Football special section as a standout player for Lima
Senior. Now he makes his return 21 years later as the
Spartans’ head coach.
Cover Photo illustration: Richard Parrish
Contributing story writers: Jose Nogueras, Jim Naveau,
Tom Usher, Mark Altstaetter.

Fork Union Prep School
in Virginia to try to get
his academics up to the
NCAA’s standards.
All during that school
year, he said he planned
to sign again with Ohio
State. But in January
2001 he visited Michigan
State and North Carolina,
where his football idol
Lawrence Taylor played
in college. And on signing
day, he chose Michigan
State over Ohio State.
Ohio State had fired
John Cooper, the coach
who recruited Townsend,
in early January. On
signing day, he said that
affected his decision “a
little.”
Cooper’s replacement,
Jim Tressel, said at his
signing day press conference that OSU’s offer had
never been withdrawn
and the decision not to
sign with Ohio State was
Townsend’s alone.
Townsend sat out the
2001 season at Michigan
State and finally got to
suit up in 2002.
But that was his only

season at Michigan State
and another coaching
change might have played
a role in that outcome.
Bobby Williams, who
had brought Townsend to
East Lansing, was fired
as MSU’s head coach with
three games left in the
2002 season and John L.
Smith replaced him in
January 2003.
Townsend’s next and
last stop in college football was at the University
of North Alabama.
He says his struggles
might have made him a
better coach and drew a
comparison with Lima
Senior boys basketball
coach Quincey Simpson.
“I think the kids enjoy
being around both of us
because some of these
kids don’t have father figures. Some of them look
up to me and Quincey as
father figures. There was
a time when Quincey and
I used to be in their shoes.
We can understand some
of the things they live
with at school and outside
school,” he said.

A FRIDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL TRADITION
Open til
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Townsend era begins at Lima Senior
By Jim Naveau

jnaveau@limanews.com

Change is in the air
again at Lima Senior,
starting with the coach’s
office.
Former Lima Senior
standout Alphonso “Biggie” Townsend became
the eighth head football
coach the Spartans have
had in the last 20 years
when he was hired in February. He replaced Andre
Griffin, whose coaching
contract was not renewed
after a 15-25 record in
four seasons, including
3-7 last year.
Leonard Rush, who
retired in 2000 after a
state championship, 14
winning seasons in 17
years and six trips to the
playoffs, was followed by
Matt Kemper, Bob Wolfe,
Rick Vaughn, Darnell Collins, Brett Lee, Mike Fell,
Griffin and Townsend.
Fell’s teams from 2013
to 2015 and Griffin’s first
team were the only ones
with winning records
since 2000. The 2013
team was 5-5, the 2014
team went 8-3, the 2015
team finished 9-3 and in
2016 the Spartans won
six games.
Townsend is optimistic
Lima Senior could win
often enough to be able to
be relevant in the Three
Rivers Athletic Conference after winning just
one TRAC game last
season.
“This year’s team seems
to be very promising.
We’re getting better every
day. We should be very
competitive in the Three
Rivers Athletic Conference, like five years ago,”
he said.
Lima Senior has 10
returning players who
started last season. E.J.
Cameron is a three-year
starter at quarterback.
Camren Miles, who was a
starter at slot receiver last
season, and Kamar Johnson will be the running
backs.
Cecil Benton Jr. and
Isaiah Funches-Foster are
returning starters at wide
receiver. Benton is a versatile athlete who caught
as many as 10 passes in
a game before becoming
the starting quarterback
and leading Lima Senior
in rushing in its last two
games last season when
Cameron became ineligible.
Offensive linemen L.J.
Layson and Matthew
Minor are also returning starters. Defensively,
linebacker Marcus Brown,
who had 68 tackles and

Lima Senior’s Cecil Benton Jr. played a variety of roles for the Spartans last season and is expected to make an impact this year.

LIMA SENIOR
Coach: Alphonso Townsend
Years at school, record: First
Division: II
RETURNING STARTERS: E.J Cameron
(QB), Camren Miles (RB), Kamar Johnson
(RB), Isaiah Funches-Foster (WR), Cecil
Benton Jr. (WR), L.J. Layson (OL),
Matthew Minor (OL), Marcus Brown (LB),
Jerome Daniel (LB), Davarus Young (DB).

five sacks last season, and
Jerome Daniel and defensive back Davarus Young
are back.
Wide receiver Dongal
Calhoun and defensive
back Diante Griffin were
not starters but lettered
last season.
The list of notable players lost from last year’s
team starts with defensive
lineman Brandon Taylor,
a Penn State recruit, who
was Division II secondteam All-Ohio and firstteam All-Three Rivers
Conference.
Offensive lineman Adrian Bowsher, a first-team
All-TRAC selection also
graduated, as did running
back Jawan Anderson,
who was second-team AllTRAC. Defensive lineman

Richard Parrish | The Lima News

PLAYERS TO WATCH: The offensive
and defensive line, which are positions of
strength for most TRAC teams and always
a challenge.
LIMA SENIOR SCHEDULE
Aug. 28
at Toledo Central Catholic
Sept. 4 
Oregon Clay
Sept. 11 
Fremont Ross
Sept. 18 
at Toledo St. John’s
Sept. 25 
Toledo St. Francis
Oct. 2 
at Findlay
Oct. 9
OHSAA Playoffs

Caymien Durr, a secondteam All-TRAC selection,
is also gone.
Miles, Benton and
Funches-Foster received
honorable mention on the
All-TRAC team.
Those three will be twoway starters and so will
Layson and Minor on the
defensive line. And even
more players could end up
playing both offense and
defense.
Townsend said, “You’ve
got to have the 11 best
kids on the field all the
time. We definitely have
speed at our skilled positions, like wide receiver
and defensive back. E.J.
Cameron and our offensive line have improved
and Dongal Calhoun will
add depth to our wide

receivers.
“We need to be more
consistent on finishing
drives offensively and
avoid multiple penalties.
Defensively, we need to
line up right, do our jobs
and get to the ball quickly,” he said.
Penalties were a seasonlong issue for the Spartans last year. They had
14 penalties for 125 yards
against Toledo St. John’s,
13 penalties for 136 yards
against Riverside, 13
penalties for 125 yards
against Fremont Ross
and 12 penalties for 120
yards against Toledo St.
Francis. There were only
two games in which Lima
Richard Parrish | The Lima News
Senior had fewer than
Lima Senior quarterback E.J. Cameron is a three-year starter at
quarterback and is back behind center for the Spartans.
eight penalties.

2020 Lima Senior
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LCC poised for another big season
By Jim Naveau

jnaveau@limanews.com

Photos submitted by Richard Parrish | The Lima News

Lima Central Catholic’s Shaun Thomas is back to spearhead the highly explosive Thunderbird offense. Thomas gained more than 1,600 yards last season and scored
23 touchdowns.

LIMA CENTRAL CATHOLIC
COACH: Scott Palte
YEARS AT SCHOOL: Seventh (43-22 and 89-49 overall)
LAST YEAR’S RECORD: 9-2
DIVISION: VII
RETURING LETTERMEN: 17
RETURNING STARTERS: Rossy Moore (RB/LB) Sr.;
Shaun Thomas (RB/DB) Sr.; Dylan Wilson (RB/LB) Sr.;
Nate Stolly (WR/DB) Sr.; Zac Jacobs (OL) Sr.; Gavin
Laird (OL/DL) Sr.; Liam Stevick (OL) Sr.; Sam Hardesty
(DL) Sr.; Joey Rinehart (LB) Sr.; Quintel Peoples (DB) Jr.
PLAYERS TO WATCH: Every carry is a potential big
play for LCC running backs Shaun Thomas (1,642 yards
rushing, 11.9 yards per carry) and Rossy Moore (988
yards rushing, 8.7 yards per carry)
TOP NEWCOMERS: Evan Unruh (QB) Jr.; Bryan Hines
(RB) Jr., Traves Hoyle (SE) Jr.; Jacob Lauck (OL) Jr.;
Connor Gephart (OL/DL) Jr.; Keiron Bailey (RB/LB) Jr.;
Kaelan Howard (OL/LB) Jr.
LIMA CENTRAL CATHOLIC
Aug. 28 
at Van Buren
Sept. 4 
at Licking Valley
Sept. 12 
at Liberty-Benton
Sept. 19 
Cambridge
Sept. 26 
Leipsic
Oct. 2 
Arlington
Oct. 9 
OHSAA playoffs
All games begin at 7 p.m.
Cambridge game at 4 p.m.

“But I think we can open
the playbook up a little
more and throw the ball
around more when we
have to pass,” Palte said.
“We think we’ve got
some guys who can catch
it. I know we’ve got a guy
who can throw it. We’re
going to have a little more
balance. We’ve been a little run heavy. I’m hoping
we can spread out a little

Lima Central Catholic’s Rossi Moore returns to propel with the explosive Thunderbird offensive attack.

more and throw the ball
a little better. That’s the
goal anyway,” he said.
LCC’s returning starters offense in addition to
the three running backs
are linemen Zac Jacobs,
Gavin Laird and Liam
Stevick and wide receiver
Nate Stolly.
The returning starters
on defense are Sam Hard-

esty and Gavin Laird on
the line, Joey Rinehart,
Moore and Wilson at linebacker and Thomas, Stolly and Quintel Peoples in
the defensive backfield.
Moore led LCC with
95 tackles last season and
Wilson was second with
86. Thomas and Peoples
tied for the team lead in
interceptions with four

2020 LCC

and Moore was second
on the team in tackles for
losses (13) and sacks (4).
Thomas, who also was
LCC’s leading receiver
last season with 25 catches for 488 yards and 6
touchdowns, was secondteam All-Ohio in Division
VI on offense and Moore
was second-team All-Ohio
on defense.

THUNDERBIRDS
Wondering who
to work with in
Real Estate?
Choose CCR!

Good Luck

Thunderbirds
Let Us Show
You The
Difference.

GOOD LUCK
THUNDERBIRDS!
Lima
Bluffton
1737 Allentown Rd 122 N. Main St.
(419) 222-0555
(419) 358-4663

Kalida
307 S. Broad St.
(419) 532-2227

Three Generations
Strong
117 N. Elizabeth Street
Downtown Lima

OH-70200529L

Nevan Stolly as the starting quarterback, threw for
2,280 yards and 24 touchdowns as a freshman at
Elida before transferring
to LCC last year.
“Evan is a very skilled
athlete. Obviously, having Shaun and Rossy is
big. We have three guys
back on the offensive line,
so we’re still going to do
what we do,” Palte said.

OH-70200558L

Uncertainty has been
universal in high school
football in Ohio this year.
Everybody was left wondering for a long time
if there would even be a
season.
But Lima Central
Catholic’s preseason was
probably a little more
chaotic than most teams
because of its status as
an independent with no
league affiliation.
Not long after the Ohio
High School Athletic
Association shortened
the high school football
season to six games in
early August, LCC saw all
10 teams on its original
schedule disappear and be
replaced by six Blanchard
Valley Conference teams.
But just days after that
announcement two BVC
schools, McComb and
Pandora-Gilboa, said they
did not want to play the
Thunderbirds. LCC has
found a replacement game
for McComb and will play
at Newark Licking Valley
on Sept. 4.
The schedule might
look very different than
most seasons but the
team on the field will
look a lot like what it has
the last three years. And
that’s a good thing for
LCC.
LCC’s senior class has
played big roles in a 9-2
season last year, a 9-2
season two years ago and
a 10-2 season in 2017.
The Thunderbirds have
reached the playoff all
three of those seasons and
have gotten to the second
round of the postseason
in 2017 and 2018.
LCC has returning
starters at seven positions
on offense and at eight
positions on defense. So,
regardless of who was on
the schedule, the expectation was always going to
be having a good season.
The Thunderbirds averaged 43.4 points and 435
yards of offense per game
last season and set a
school season record with
3,907 yards rushing.
With last year’s top
three rushers — Shaun
Thomas (1,642 yards,
23 TDs), Rossy Moore
(988 yards, 15 TDs) and
Dylan Wilson (537 yards,
7 TDs) — and three starting offensive linemen
back, LCC will still lean
on the running game to
move the football. But the
pass could be a bigger factor than in the past.
Evan Unruh, who will
follow three-year starter
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Bath’s Carter Pariapiano is expected to get more touches for the Wildcats this year.

Bath looks to keep improving
By Tom Usher

sports@limanews.com

BATH TOWNSHIP –
Bath leaped off the mat
last year.
After hitting bottom
at 0-10 in 2018, Bath
came back with a 3-7
season (3-6 Western
Buckeye League) behind
first-year head coach
Ryan Reindel.
Reindel, a former Bath
wide receiver, is hoping
he can use last year as a
springboard.
“Last year we kind of
started turning the ship
and we wanted to make
it a point to compete
each game and with the
top teams in the WBL,”
Reindel said. “Coming
off a Week 10 win over
Shawnee was a huge
boost for our offseason.
We’re starting to see the
benefits of the hard
work, buying in and
competing each day. We
rode that wave into the
offseason. And when
you start to get that success, they want to be a

part of it.’’
In all, 10 starters
return on offense and
10 more are back on
defense.
Senior Dallin McDermott was moved from
wide receiver to quarterback in Week 3 and
threw for 1,077 yards
and seven TDs.
He took over for Lex
Boedicker, who moved
to wide receiver and
linebacker.
“We saw from his
(McDermott’s) first
game to the end of the
year his growth and
how the game started to
slow down and how he
processed the defense,”
Reindel said. “And in
the offseason, we saw
his leadership. … He’s
grown in his knowledge
of the offense.
“It also moved Lex
(Boedicker) to both
sides of the ball.’’
McDermott had been
a wide receiver and
junior varsity quarterback prior to Week 3.
Parlapiano returns

BATH
Coach: Ryan Reindel
Year at School, Record: Second year
(3-7)
Last year’s record: 3-7 (3-6 WBL)
Division: V
Returning Lettermen: 20
Returning starters: Dallin McDermott
(Sr., QB); Lex Boedicker (Sr., WR/OLB);
Trey Johnson (Sr., FB/MLB); Kanyon
Poling (Sr., C to G/DT); Ian Armentrout
(Jr., WR/S); R.J. Cortez (Jr., DE); Carter
Parlapiano (Jr., LB/RB); Lucas Prichard
(Jr., TE to OT/DE); Keaton Liles (Jr.,
K); Collin Hoehn (Sr., OL/DL); Blaine
Albright (Soph., WR); Wyatt Maley (Jr.,
CB); Austin Williams (Jr., S); Baustin
Cheney (Soph., OT).
Offense: Multiple, shotgun and also

as the team’s leading
rusher, as he ran 100
times for 455 yards. He
also had 29 receptions
for 200 yards. He had
three TDs.
“We’re looking to feature him (Parlapiano)
more,” Reindel said.
“He split with time with
Trey Johnson last year
and we’re looking to get
him more touches and

Blaine Albright, who
had 24 catches for 309
yards and two TDs.
Also back at receiver
are Boedicker and Ian
Armentrout.
With the experience,
Bath hopes to improve
on its scoring of 12.8
points-per-game, which
was ninth in the WBL.
The rushing game
ranked ninth in the
league (107 yards-pergame), while the passing game was fifth (129
yards-per-game).
Besides the added
year of experience,
Reindel added, “Our
strength has gotten a lot
better.’’
which will average 250
Only one starter is
pounds.
gone from a defense,
Those line returnees
which ranked in the
are Kanyon Poling, who
middle of the pack in
moves from center to
guard, Collin Hoehn and many WBL categories.
All four defensive linetackle Baustin Cheney.
men
are back in tackles
Lucas Prichard moves
Poling
and Hoehn and
from tight end to offenends
R.J.
Cortez and
sive tackle.
Prichard.
Wide receiver is a
Cortez, a junior, had
veteran position and
See BATH | 15C
returns leading receiver

I-formation.
Defense: 4-3
Players to watch: Carter Parlapiano,
at running back and linebacker, and
Lex Boedicker at wide receiver and
linebacker. Trey Johnson returns as the
team’s leading tackler.
Top newcomers: Brennan Coleman
(Sr., LB/FB); Xavier Griffiths (Soph., C);
Griffen Mikesell (Jr., WR).
SCHEDULE
Aug. 28 
St. Marys
Sept. 4 
at Kenton
Sept. 11 
at Elida
Sept. 18 
Ottawa-Glandorf
Sept. 25 
at Celina
Oct. 2 
Van Wert
Oct. 9
OHSAA Playoffs
All games begin at 7 p.m.

get him close to 1,000
yards.’’
Johnson suffered a
torn ACL in Week 9
last year. He’s healthy
and ready to go, but the
5-foot-10, 220-pounder
will be used primarily
as a short-yardage back,
along with playing linebacker.
Three starters return
on an offensive line

2020 Bath

WILDCATS

SIELSCHOTT, WALSH, KEIFER,
REGULA & SHERER, INC
Certified Public Accountants

OH-70200422L

Good Luck Wildcats!
OH-70200515L

711 Dean Ave - Lima
419-222-2001

Mel Butterfield & Son
Insurance Agency, Inc.

Good
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419-228-5141
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Celina’s Jaxson Silliman returns to bolster the Bulldogs’ backfield.

Celina looking to improve on the little things

By Jose Nogueras

jnogueras@aimediamidwest.com

CELINA – The old saying goes the difference
between superiority and
excellence is attention to
detail and Celina head
coach Brennen Bader is
hoping his team wll be
focusing on the small
things in order to get the
Bulldogs back to their winning ways.
Celina stumbled through
a 2-7 season and even
though they should signs
of improvement, the Bulldogs never seemed to find
that winning formula.
“We weren’t happy with
3-7 and nobody is,” Bader
said. “We were in some
games at the end in the
fourth quarter and we
didn’t finish and we had a
chance and we could have
easily won six maybe seven
games had we finished but
our mind set this year is
we have to get better at the
small things and the details
and being able to finish the
games better.”
Bader adds that he
hopes the players who are
returning back this year
learned from those miscues and turn those losses
into wins.
The Bulldogs return 12
letterwinners.
On offense the team
returns its quarterback,
Cooper Jones, running
back Jaxson Sillman and

CELINA
Head Coach: Brennen Bader
Years at school, record: 4 (15-15)
Last year’s record: 3-7 (2-7 WBL)
Division: III
Returning Letterwinners: 12
Season Outlook: We have a phenomenal
group of seniors who have become elite
leaders and we are very excited about
our young players. All players have

offensive tackle Ridge
Walley and this provides
a solid foundation for the
Bulldogs.
Jones was effective
under center after passing
for 935 yards and passing
for 984 yards and the dual
threat signal caller combined for 20 touchdown.
Sillman was fifth in the
WBL with 825 yards and
187 receiving yards and
notched 10 total 10 touchdowns.
Like the team’s unofficial
motto at getting better at
the details, Bader said the
offense is no different.
“We need receivers running precise routes,” Bader
added. “We need to get off
the line of scrimmage and
the quarterback carrying
out the fakes and protecting the football. It is a lot
of the details this year
more than anything else
and I think we are doing
better at that.”
Bader points out that the

demonstrated the ability to be elite
teammates and have worked extremely
hard in preparing for the 2020 season.
We ultimaltely will be as strong as our
offensive and defensive lines.
SCHEDULES
Aug. 28 
Wapakoneta
Sept. 4 
Shawnee
Sept. 11 
at Kenton
Sept. 18 
at Elida
Sept. 25 
Bath
Oct. 2 
at St. Marys

Bulldogs want to establish
the run in order to bolster
the passing game.
“We have lot of skilled
positions back and we
have three or four guys
and maybe five receivers
that played last year so we
have a lot of experience
coming back on offense,”
Bader said, “ Defensively
the same thing. We were
young in the secondary but
we have lot more experience back there.”
The Bulldogs also return
two senior linebackers but
Bader adds that the defensive line will be filled with
younger players but said
there are some top candidates with talents to fill the
holes.
“We can’t give up the big
play,” Bader said. “It felt
like last year we won first
and second down and got
teams to a third and long
situation and we really
challenge our players to get
off the field on third and

fourth downs and teams
hurt us there.”
Like all teams, the
Bulldogs did not have the
luxury of past seasons during the spring and summer
but Bader said he simply
wants to control what they
can control and work on
the rest.
“We want to make sure
we are in shape and that is
something we have control
over,” Bader said. “Lately
we have been trying to
simulate game situations in
practice.”
Bader added they have
added some intrasquad
scrimmages to break up
the monotony of two-adays and keep the energy
level up.
Bader understands that
the first couple of games
in evaluating his talent is
going to be crucial.
“When you don’t get
actual scrimmages it is
huge but everyone is on
the same page,” Bader

Quarterback Cooper Jones returns forthe Bulldogs and he amassed
more than 800 yards on the ground and through the air last season.

said. “We as coaches just
got to organize practices
and keep it competitve and
keeping our guys on edge
and creating game like situations to the best of our
abilities so when we do to
our get week one opponent
on whoever it may be our
kids will be ready to go.”
Even though the season
is vastly different then
in previous years, Bader
said preparation remains
the same and hopes by
the time the playoffs roll
around the team will be

hitting its stride.
“We at our strength at
the end of the schedule
anyway and as you enter
week seven you want to be
at your best so I don’t think
a whole lot is going to necessarily change despite the
fact that everyone makes
the playoffs,” Bader said.
“Our mindset is always one
week at a time and each
Friday night we want to
win that particular game
so I don’t see it changing at
all other than the teams we
might have to prepare for.”

2020 Celina

BULLDOGS
YOU CAN’T TAKE
IT WITH YOU!

317 W. Main St.
Celina, OH

Good Luck
Bulldogs!

AWA MArketing
19 Willipie St., Wapakoneta, OH

419-738-7269
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OH-70200435L
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701 Grand Lake Rd.
Celina, OH
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Harmon looks to turn Elida around
By Mark Altstaetter
sports@limanews.com

ELIDA – Home sweet
home.
Kyle Harmon, a 2003
Elida graduate, has always
dreamed of taking over
the reins of the Elida football program.
It was the place where
Harmon played sports,
and also where he began
his coaching career.
Now, Harmon will be
calling the shots as the
new head football coach
at Elida.
Harmon is taking over
an Elida program that was
winless last season.
However, despite the
dismal 2019 campaign,
Harmon is optimistic
on the prospects of the
upcoming season.
“I honestly try not to
dwell on last year,” Harmon said. “I try to give
all the kids a fresh start.
We’re trying not to put
a lot of thought on their
production in the past.
We’re trying to see what
they can come out and do
this year.”
After graduating from
Elida, Harmon attended
Ohio Northern University. Ironically, his first
coaching job was at Elida,
where he started out as
a middle school coach in
2005 and soon was elevated to assistant coach on
the high school staff. He
stayed at Elida up through
the 2015 campaign.
Harmon later went on
to become Lima Senior’s
offensive coordinator for
a couple seasons. For the
past two seasons, Harmon was the pass/outside
run
game coordinator at
Wapakoneta. Wapakoneta
went 20-4 in those two
seasons and were back-toback WBL champions.
“It’s exciting to be
back,” Harmon said. “My
heart has always been
here. I had good experiences at where I was at.
I loved my time at Lima
Senior under Coach Griff
(Andre Griffin). He was
great to coach for. And
then to go down to Wapak
and coach with (head
coach Travis) Moyer and
win two WBL championships. … That’s something
you won’t forget. We had
some really good kids at
Wapak.”
Harmon, a physical
education teacher at
Elida High School, is very
familiar with the Elida
program, as well as the
student body.
“I know the kids from
class. I had a lot of them
in middle school and a lot

File Photo

Elida’s Mike Niebel brings experience back to the Bulldogs’ defense.

to do.”
The Bulldogs will showcase a pro spread look on
the offensive side of the
ball. Harmon wants his
offensive unit to take full
advantage of what the
defense gives them.
“We are going to take
pride in a physical running game and an efficient
passing game,” he said.
“The offensive scheme is
going to look like what I
ran when I was here (as
Elida’s offensive coordinator) and at Lima Senior.
We’re going to be a runbased football team. A lot
of stuff is going to come
off our run. We’ll strive to
be 50/50 (run/pass). But
honestly, whatever the
defense is going to give
us, we’re going to take it.
We don’t care if we pass
for 400 yards or rush for
400 yards. Whatever is
working, is what we’re
going to do.

ELIDA

Top newcomers: Layton Mowery (Slot/
DB), Jayden Irons (WR), Javyn Ellis (OL/
DL), Marquez Townsend (OL, DE), Brock
Coach: Kyle Harmon
Years at school, record: 1st, 0-0
Lyons (OL/DL)
Last season’s record: 0-10
SCHEDULE
Division: III
Aug. 28 
at Van Wert
Returning lettermen: 11
Sept. 4 
at O-G
Returning starters: Dylan Harmon (OL/
Sept. 11 
Bath
DL), Colin Mick (OL), Larkin Henderson
Sept.
18

Celina
(QB), Brandon Howard (QB), Tori Thomas
Sept. 25 
at Defiance
(OL), Andrew Etzkorn (LB), Nick Niebel
Shawnee
(LB), Mike Niebel (LB), Gunnar Kuhn (DB), Oct. 2 
Oct. 8 
OHSAA Playoffs
Jayden Irons (DB), Colin Mick (OL)

of them in high school,”
Harmon said. “So, it’s
nice to see how they’ve
come out and worked really hard, both in the weight
room and on the field.”
When Harmon was
hired as the head coach
at Elida this past winter,
he immediately opened
up the weight room, and
received a great response
from the players.

However, the COVID-19
pandemic put an abrupt
halt to the early momentum.
“When we first starting lifting, I thought we
were starting to close
that gap,” Harmon said.
“Obviously, our strength
numbers weren’t where I
wanted them to be, since
we have a young team,
but we were closing the

gap. Then we had the
quarantine. We still had
quite a few kids lifting at
home, and doing things
they could do. But ever
since we got back (during the summer), we’ve
been getting after it. I do
think we’re a little behind
on where we would have
been. But the kids are
showing up and doing
what we are asking them

“We have quite a bit
of speed. We also have
some guys up front.
We’re trying to mold the
offense with the players
that we have. We have
a lot of speed and some
guys who came back out
who haven’t played the
last couple years. What it
comes down to, is seeing
what we are good at, and
rolling with it.”
Last season, Elida’s
balanced offensive unit
was eighth in the Western
Buckeye League in total
offense, averaging 258.8
yards per game. The
Bulldogs rolled up 2,588
total yards (1,380 rushing, 1,208 passing). They
scored 17.4 points per
contest.
Sophomore Larkin
Henderson (5-9, 185) and
junior Brandon Howard
(5-11, 190), who split
time behind center last
See ELIDA | 17C

2020 Elida
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Kenton returns skilled talent, leadership
By Jose Nogueras

jnogueras@aimmediamidwest.com

KENTON – After a
five-year absence, Kenton
returned to the playoffs
and captured its first
Western Buckeye League
title in six years co-sharing the honors with an
8-1 record in the league
and an 8-3 mark overall.
And with seven returners on one of the most
potent offenses in Northwest Ohio many might
assume the Wildcats are
poised for another big
season, however, Brent
Fackler said if they are
going to accomplish a
winning season they will
need to fill big holes on
the defensive side of the
ball and re-establish leadership roles.
“We had a great group
of seniors and great
senior leadership and
just the right amount of
underclassmen to sprinkle
in with them,” Fackler
said. “We are really going
to miss some of those
guys but I think we have a
good nucleus.”
Fackler added that
those players coming
back will need to repeat
what they accomplished
as well as develop into
leaders both on and off
the field.
“We think coming off
last season we have some
great players but we definitely need to fill in some
places,” Fackler said. “I
felt kind of like we got
back on track last year
and back where we want
to be and it was a pretty
good season. To share a
WBL championship and
to beat the other team
you shared it with that is
a big deal.”
Offensively, the Wildcats returns one of the
most productive passing
tandems in the WBL in
Blaine Huston and Jayden
Cornell. Huston, all-WBL
first team selection and
first-team, all-Northwest
district selection and second team All-Ohio passed
for more than 4,000 yards
and 36 touchdowns. Cornell, a first-team, all-WBL,
first-team All Northwest
District and second team,
all-Ohio choice, led the
WBL in receiving yards
for the third straight season with 77 catches for
1,281 yards and 16 touchdowns.
Receivers Landon West
and Jake Eversole also
are back as key receivers
for the Wildcats. Eversole
finished the year with 51
catches for 651 yards and
six touchdowns.
Up front, Fackler said
there are two returners

Kenton’s Jayden Cornell was the top receiver in the WBL and has led the league in receving three years in a row.

KENTON
Coach: Brent Fackler
Year at School, Record: Seventh, 37-28
Last year’s record: 8-3 (8-2 WBL)
Division: VI
Returning Lettermen: 14
Returning starters: Jayden Cornell
Sr., WR/DB), Jacob Eversole (Sr., WR/
DB), Blaine Huston (Sr., QB), Logan Hurt
(Sr., OL), Cameron Zickafoose (Sr., OL),
Landen West (Sr., WR, DB) Zach Heintz
(JR., OL, LB), Cameron Pulfer (Sr., DL),
Brandon Bowling (Sr., DL, WR), Gunnar
Stout (Jr., DL)

back on the offensive line
and they might go to the
defensive side the of the
ball to get some help to
protect the quarterback.
Defensively, Cornell’s
talents were not limited
to the offensive side of
the ball after being tagged
a first-team, All-WBL performer in the defensive

Top newcomers: Zac Swaney (Sr.,
WR/LB/DB), Jared Dyer (Sr., OL, DL),
Bert Grubbs (Jr. DB), Andrew Fox (Jr.,
OL), Kooper Johnson (So., WR), Tyson
Lawrence (So., WR), Dustin Proffitt (So.
OL/DL), Jacob Kennedy (So., OL/DL),
Trevor Robinson (So. QB/LB).
SCHEDULE
Aug. 28 
at Shawnee
Sept. 4 
Bath
Sept. 11 
Celina
Sept. 18 
at Defiance
Sept. 25 
Wapakoenta
Oct. 2 
at O-G
Oct. 9 
OHSAA Playoffs
All games begin at 7 p.m.

backfield. Joining Cornell
in the secondary will be
Eversole and West.
“Jake (Eversole) is
going to be tremendous
for us,” Fackler said. “He
unbelievable this year
because he is healthy
again. He is going to be
a tremendous receiver
and defensive back for us.

He is a playmaker and is
going to be a leader.”
The front seven sees
the return of Cameron
Pulfer, Brandon Bowling, Gunnar Stout on
the defensive line and
linebackers Zach Heintz.
Carter Bays, a three-year
starter, was lost to an
ACL injury earlier

this year.
Fackler adds that Pulfer,
who was considered an
unknown commodity last
year, reallydeveloped into
one of the league’s top
defensive players.
Because the pandemic
erased preseason and
scrimmages, Fackler said
the team is hurt on both
sides of the football.
“That is our key thing,”
Fackler said. “We were
able to start doing seven
on sevens at one point
this summer and by late
June and early July we
have everything down.
We have played enough
against good competition
and high level athletes.
It hurt us tremendous. I
mean that is our offense
and defensively that is
how we become better
as well in past defense so
it was a huge blow not

Don Speck | The Lima News

being able to play seven
on seven.”
Having a quarterback
and some experience back
in the receiving corps
does help the Wildcats
coming into the season.
“He (Huston) has gotten a lot stronger,” Fackler said. “He was doing
some lifting at home and
he really worked hared
and is much physically
stronger than he was last
year and throwing the
ball really well. And just
his leadership and knowing the offense and knowing where he needs to
go with the ball. Thlose
things are huge.”
Without this additional
work Fackler said the
early part of the season
will key in evaluating
the team’s strengths and
weaknesses while trying
See KENTON | 15C

2020 Kenton
Wildcats
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O-G look to repeat last season’s success
By Jim Naveau

jnaveau@limanews.com

OTTAWA — History has already repeated
itself once for OttawaGlandorf’s football team
this season.
If it happens a second
time, it could turn out to
be a very good year for the
Titans.
O-G coach Ken Schriner’s biggest concern
going into this season is
the Titans’ offensive line.
A year ago, before
his team went 9-4 and
reached the regional
championship game, the
thing that Schriner worried most about in the
preseason was also the
offensive line.
If O-G is as good at
finding answers to its line
questions this year as it
was last year, it could have
one of the best offenses
in the Western Buckeye
League.
“Our skill group is back.
We’ve got a lot of skill kids
who are hopefully going
to carry us. My big concern is offensive line and
defensive line. We’re going
to be playing a lot of new
guys there and they’re
going to have to grow up
in a hurry,” Schriner said.
Quarterback Jacob Balbaugh, a second-team AllWestern Buckeye League
selection last season, and
wide receiver Brennan
Blevins, who was firstteam All-WBL, are among
the returning starters on
an offense expected to do
big things.
Balbaugh, who has
started games as a freshman, sophomore and
junior, completed 63
percent of his passes and
threw for 2,009 yards last
season. Blevins caught 28
passes for 589 yards and
six touchdowns and his
21 yards per catch led the
WBL.
“Jacob Balbaugh is a
kid who nobody has given
him a whole lot of credit
his entire career and he’s
been just a solid performer for us. He does great
things and he makes good
decisions and obviously
he’s got a heck of a lot of

File photo

Ottawa-Glkandorf’s Jacob Balbaugh (11) helped guide the Titans to the playoffs in 2019 and is looking to do the same this year.

OTTAWA-GLANDORF
Coach: Ken Schriner
Years at school: 25th, 177-93
Last year’s record: 9-4, 7-2 WBL
Returing lettermen: 19
Returning starters: Jacob Balbaugh
(QB), Sr.; Will Kaufman (WR/RB/LB), Sr.;
Brennan Blevins (WR/LB), Sr.; Murray
Niese (WR), Sr.; Marco Rosales (OL), Sr.;
Tyler Leopold (OL), Jr.; Caleb Kuhlman
(DB), Jr.; Beau Nienberg (DL), Jr.; Trevor
Cantrell (DB), Jr.; Cy Rump (LB), Soph.
Player to watch: Wide receiver Brennan

experience back there.
He’s doing a great job of
leading us right now,”
Schriner said.
“Heck, we overlooked
him, too. As a freshman
he was not named our
quarterback coming in. As
a sophomore he was not
named our quarterback.
Even last year we were
not planning on him being
our starting quarterback.
“Brennan Blevins was
a big threat for us last
year. He was first-team
All-WBL. He’s got outstanding speed, he runs
great routes. Once we get

Blevins, who averaged 21 yards per catch
last season, and has a quarterback with
four years of starting experience, Jacob
Balbaugh, throwing to him.
Top newcomers: E
OTTAWA-GLANDORF SCHEDULE
Aug. 28 
at Defiance
Sept. 4 
Elida
Sept. 11 
at St Marys
Sept. 18 
at Bath
Sept. 25 
Van Wert
Oct. 2 
Kenton
Oct. 9 
OHSAA Playoffs
All games begin at 7 p.m.

the ball in his hands he’s
definitely a threat. We’re
going to do whatever we
can to get the ball to him,”
Schriner said.
Wide receiver/running
back Will Kaufman, wide
receiver Murray Niese and
linemen Marco Rosales
and Tyler Leopold are also
returning starters for the
Titans on offense.
Rosales and Leopold
were part of an offensive
line which was one of the
big reasons O-G got to
Division IV regional championship game before losing 17-10 to eventual state

champion Clyde. That line
was led by Aaron Rieman,
was first-team All-Ohio,
and Logan Schmitz, who
was special mention AllOhio.
Blevins and Kaufman
are also returning starters
on defense as are Caleb
Kuhlman and Trevor
Cantrell in the secondary,
Beau Nienberg on the
line and Cy Rump at linebacker.
“Caleb Kuhlman is a
starting defensive back
and he did some good
things for us last season
and we’re going to expect

Richard Parrish | The Lima News

Ottawa-Glandorf’s Will Kaufman provides leadership and talent on
both sides of the ball for the Titans.

a little more from him on
the offensive side of the
ball. Bo Nienberg is an
offensive and defensive
lineman. He played quite
a bit on the defensive line
last season but he’s looking to be a starter on the
offensive line as well,”
Schriner said.
“Murray Niese is a
senior wide receiver
and defensive back. He’s
another guy we’re hoping
for big things from. A lot
of our skill guys weren’t
necessarily starters last
season but they got a lot
of time on the field.”

The offensive and
defensive lines aren’t the
only positions where there
are some questions. Last
year’s leading rusher, Clay
Recker, who was firstteam All-WBL, is gone. So
is kicker Ethan Alt, who
kicked nine field goals last
season, and led the WBL
in punting at 37.1 yards
per kick.
“We’ve got a lot of
things up in the air now.”I
wish I had some scrimmages so I could put some
foreign fire against them
and see what’s going on,”
Schriner said.

2020 Ottawa-Glandorf
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Shawnee will be relying on its youth this season to produce wins.

Shawnee to rely on young talent
By Jim Naveau

ta, three of the top teams
in the league.
“The only thing it takes
Maybe more than any
to get from 4-6 to 6-4 or
other team in the area
better is just a little bit
Shawnee’s success this
more push or intestinal
year will depend on young fortitude or football tradiplayers.
tion or that little bit of an
“We’ve got a ton of
‘it’ factor. I think our kids
young guys,” Shawnee
are slowly getting that,”
coach Jerry Cooper
Cooper said.
said as he looked over a
“We’ve got three really
59-player roster which
good classes in a row but
includes only five seniors. they’re not sophomores,
Shawnee finished 4-6
juniors and seniors,
overall and 3-6 in the
they’re freshmen, sophoWestern Buckeye League mores and juniors. We
last season, the same
might be a year away,” he
record it had in 2018 in
said.
Cooper’s first year as its
Reece Bagan, a two-way
coach.
starter on the offensive
It has been nine years
and defensive line, is the
since Shawnee won as
only returning player
many as five games or
from last year who earned
finished in the top half of a spot on the 2019 Allthe WBL.
Western Buckeye League
This season’s six-game
team. He was honorable
schedule includes Kenton, mention All-WBL.
St. Marys and WapakoneMost of Shawnee’s
jnaveau@limanews.com

offensive line I was really
worried we were going
SHAWNEE
to be young up front. But
we’re probably bigger and
Coach: Jerry Cooper
maybe stronger up front
Years at school: Third, 8-12 and 239-112
than we were last year. I
overall
think we’ve been a little
Last year’s record: 4-6, 3-6 WBL
better on the offensive
Division: III
line than I expected,”
Returning starters: Luke Cowan (DB/
RB) Jr.; Reece Bagan (OL/DL) Sr.; John
Cooper said.
Norris (OL/DL) Jr.; Shandon Sewell (DL/
Noon and Windau are
OL); Zach Noonan (DB/QB)
competing for the starting quarterback job in
addition to playing in the
defensive backfield.
experience is on defense, and Keaton Cooper
and Champ Keysor are
“We’re going to play
led by junior safety Luke
weren’t starters but got
the likely starters at one
both of them. We’ll play
Cowan, who has been a
enough playing time to
guard with Alton Clayton them early until one of
starter since his freshletter and so did defensive and possibly Twining in
those guys gets in front of
man year, and Bagan.
back Tyler Windau.
consideration also. Aaron the other,” Cooper said.
Defensive lineman John
Offensively, Shawnee
Stirn and Sewell are the
Aldridge is the fullback
Norris started last season, could go two deep at each top tackles and Norris
and Spyker is the No.
cornerback Zach Noonan line position because sev- and Ethan Truesdale are
1 running back. Cowan
also started and defensive eral of those players also
the backups. Keaton Coo- and Jordan Banks will be
lineman Shandon Sewell
start on defense.
per and Carter Fay are the the wingbacks and Chase
lettered.
Cole Marshall and
tight ends.
Beery, Chase Sunderland
Linebackers like Myles
Ryan Twining are the
“Because we graduand Alex Robertson will
Aldrich, Tommy Spyker
top two centers. Bagan
ated almost the whole
be the wide receivers.
Top newcomers: Derek Lyons (LB) Fr.;
Chase Beery (DB) Soph.; Cole Marshall
(OL) Soph.; Aaron Stirn (OL) Jr.; Champ
Keysor (OL) Soph.
SHAWNEE SCHEDULE
Aug. 28 
Kenton
Sept. 4 
at Celina
Sept. 11 
Defiance
Sept. 18 
at Wapakoneta
Sept. 25 
St. Marys
Oct. 2 
at Elida
Oct. 9 
OHSAA Playoffs

2020 Shawnee
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Roughriders reloading for upcoming season
By Jose Nogueras

jnogueras@aimmediamidwest.com

ST. MARYS — With
quarterback questions
and some unfortunate
bounces and injuries for
St. Marys, the Roughriders got off to a 1-2 start
last season and although
they righted the ship to
reel off seven straight
wins to make the playoffs
it cost them a shot at
winning a fourth straight
Western Buckeye League
championship.
Coming into this year,
head coach Doug Frye,
even though he has a
new quarterback again, is
ready to get off to a fast
start and regain the WBL
title and beyond.
“Last year we lost an
overtime game and a
field goal game where we
missed a field goal and
those could have gone
either way but that is last
year and as we move on
to this year it is a completely new year.”
And while this year
brings its own number
of uncertainties with the
coronovirus, Frye is certain his team can compete
this year. The Roughriders have 10 returning
starters.
That is not to say there
aren’t plenty of holes to
fill after losing top notch
players to graduation,
And even though the
Roughriders will have a
new quarterback there
is no issue who will be
behind center at the start
of the season.
Frye explains that last
year he went into the regular season he had players
who could start at quarterback and he has never
dealt with that situation
in his coaching career and
that coupled with some
early injuries led to some
offensive inconsistencies
in the two losses.
Gavin Reineke has been
tabbed as the opening
game starter. The junior
signal caller did come
to throw the winning
touchdown in the opening
game against Sidney last
year and started against
Wapakoneta before being
lifted so he comes in with
some playing experience.
He also saw time at the
split end position.
“He is a kid that has
been out there on Friday
nights,” Frye said. “Dylan
Trogdlon started at quarterback the opening game
and then we moved him
some where else and he
would be our back up. We
do have two kids that do
have experience so that is
a good thing.”
Kyle Kogge, who served

but there are players with
experience and talent.
“I’ve been pleased with
the work ethic of our
kids,” Frye said. “We are
a running football team
and we build our pride in
the trenches. We lost that
spring time in the weight
room. I feel we have made
up some of that time.”
Even though the ‘Riders were second overall
in team rushing last year,
St. Marys did not have a
single runner in the top
10 in rushing and Frye
said that might happen
again this year.
“We try to pride ourselves on sharing the ball
a lot but the problem
last year was we lost a
number of kids to injuries,” Frye said. “We lost
Ty Schlosser, who was
a three-year starter at
fullback, so it was one of
those years where we had
to deal with a number of
injuries throughout the
season.”
Frye adds that you
might see up to seven or
eight running backs rotate
in and out of the line up.
While the offense is taking shape, Frye said that
his concerns come on the
defensive side and added
that without scrimmages
or summer practices he
feels they are behind in
terms of establishing
themselves.
“I think it is most difficult to evaluate your
defense,” Frye said. “I
think the toughest place
to coach in football today
is being a defensive coordinator because there is
so much variety in the
offensive schemes.”
Richard Parrish | The Lima News
“We pretty muc know
Ethan Wedding will be one of a number of backs that will have the opportunity to show off their running talents for the Roughriders
our identity offensively
this season.
so that does add some
challenges on the offenas the junior varsity quarsive side but our main
terback, is also available if
Miley (OT) Jr., Ryan Meier (TE) Jr., Dylan
ST.
MARYS
challenges are on the
Giesige (DE) Jr., Brandon Headley (DE)
needed.
defense.”
Sr., Logan Rempe (DT) Sr., Jacob Helsel
Even though the quarHead Coach: Doug Frye
Frye adds that without
(DL)
Jr.,
Keegan
Share
(LB)
Soph.,
Kaden
terback is an essential
Years at school, record: 7 (239-120)
the
summer seven on
Sharpe
(LB)
Soph.,
Spencer
Trogdlon
aspect of all offenses, the
Last year’s record: 9-3 (8-2, WBL)
seven
competitions that
(K/P)
Sr.,
Logan
Knous
(OG)
Sr.
Division:
III
Roughriders don’t move
Season Outlook: This is year No. 7 of the
the defense has missed
Returning Letterwinners: Dylan
the ball with their highly
rebuilding process. We have 19 seniors
out on four seven on
Trogdlon (DB/RB) Sr., Ethan Wedding
effective running attack
on our roster. Our six year record is 53-18
(DB/RB)
Sr.,
Tanner
Howell
(LB/RB)
Jr.,
seven events in addition
without the guys up front
with a 9-3 season last year. We lost a
Stash
Patterson
(OG/LB)
Jr.,
Bryan
Ward
to no scrimmages.
doing their jobs.
number of starters on both sides of the
(OT) Sr., Devin Shannon (TE) Sr., Hunter
“What we we’ve been
Senior left tackle Bryan
ball, so we will be rebuilding. We will have
Fultz (DT) Sr., Trace Mabry (DT) Sr.,
doing
is trying to film a
Ward, a three-year starter,
a number of new starters on the field.
Brandon Paul (LB) Sr., Brandon Bowers
little
more
in practice and
will anchor the line after
SCHEDULE
(K/P) Jr.
trying
to
keep
a watchful
having an impressive
Aug. 28 
at Bath
Promising Newcomers: Gavin Rieneke
eye
to
make
the
changes
Sept. 4 
Wapakoneta
junior year and being
(QB) Jr., Kyle Kogge (SE) Jr., Ross
that
are
necessary
so
Sept.
11

Ottawa-Glandorf
Henschen
(RB/LB)
Jr.,
Aiden
Hinkle
(RB)
tabbed an All-WBL
I think it’s going to be
Sept. 18 
at Van Wert
Soph., Aiden Eigenbrod (RB/DB) Sr.,
performer, first-team Alltough,” Frye said. “I think
at Shawnee
Braedan Hemmelgarn (RB/DB) Jr., Chase Sept. 25 
Northwest District and a
Oct.
2

Celina
what you are going to
Jacobs
(OC)
Jr.,
Dalton
Walter
(OG)
special mention All-Ohio
Oct.
9

OHSAA
playoffs
Sr.,
Corey
Sullivan
(OG)
Sr.,
Ryan
Dabis
see with all teams a little
selection.
(OG) Jr., Morgan Seewer (OT) Sr., Parker All games begin at 7 p.m.
more altering island adapMorgan Seeward, who
tations in games three
saw action last season,
or four than you would
will occupy the right
the center spot.
ter who all saw some lim- but will return back to the have seen in the season
tackle slot.
Vying for time at the
ited time last year.
tight end position.
because that would correJunior Stash Patterson
late to the opening week.”
guard spot are Logan
Devin Shannon, origiFrye said that there
returns at the left guard
The Roughriders must
position and Chase Jacobs Knous, Ryan Davis, Corey nally a tight end, played at might not be a lot of full
See ROUGHRIDERS | 15C
Sullivan and Dalton Walthe tackle spot last year,
time starters on the line
takes over the chores at

2020 St. Marys

ROUGHRIDERS

OH-70200539L

IRISH

YOU CAN’T TAKE IT
WITH YOU!

ELECTRIC MOTOR

SERVICE

1600 Celina Rd.,
St. Marys
419-394-3284
HOURS
Mon. - Fri.
8 am to 5 pm

St. Mary’s

1302 Indiana Ave.
St. Mary’s, OH

OH-70200582L

Party Mart

Good Luck
Roughriders!

Good Luck
Roughriders

AWA MArketing
19 Willipie St., Wapakoneta, OH

419-738-7269

Open: Mon. 12-7; Tues. 10-2; Fri. 12-5;
Sat. 10-2; By Appt. Wed. & Thurs.
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Van Wert sees plenty of opportunities
By Mark Altstaetter
sports@limanews.com

VAN WERT – Van Wert
head football coach Keith
Recker feels like he’s been
in this position before.
Last season, Recker’s
squad managed to go 6-4
(5-4 Western Buckeye
League), and were in most
games, despite losing a
solid senior class from
2018.
This season, Recker is
optimistic that his team
will be very competitive
once again, despite losing
some key players to
graduation.
“We kind of feel like
we are in the same boat
when we went from 2018
to 2019. We lost a really
good senior class in ‘18,
came back last year and
ended up 6-4, which
isn’t great, but not bad
for everything we lost,”
Recker said. “It kind
of feels like the same
situation now. In 2019,
our seniors did a very
good job. Coming back
this year, we were not
really sure what we had.
But we’ve been very happy
with the progression
this summer, especially
with our skill players.
We are very deep in our
skill positions. They’re
some very good athletes.
A lot of them played as
sophomores and juniors
last year.”
Leading the Cougars
will be two-way player
senior Owen Treece (5-11,
190). Treece made the
Van Wert offense click
last season, as he passed
for 1,945 yards on 148
for 243 passing, and had
18 touchdown passes.
Treece also rushed for
849 yards and eight TDs.
On defense, Treece was
second on the team in
tackles (60), playing in
the secondary.
“With him (Treece)
being back at quarterback,
there is so much
consistency from last year,
which is a big thing,”
Recker said. “We know
what we’re going to get
from him. He can throw
it. He can run it. … We
use him a ton in our run
game. Our guys are so
confident with him. They
just trust him. They know
he’s a winner. He has all of
the intangibles. He really
understands our playbook
and what we need to do,
so well.”
In 2019, Van Wert’s
spread offense ended the
season second in scoring
(31.7 points per game),
passing offense (197.2
yards per game) and total

team offense (387.9 yards
per game).
“We had Connor Pratt
(6-2, 180, WR/DB), Trey
Laudick (5-9, 155, WR/
DB), Nate Jackson (5-10,
180, RB/DB) – and those
three guys all played as
sophomores last year,”
Recker said. “Now, they’re
juniors. Dru Johnson
(6-0, 180, WR/DB)
played as a junior, but
was hurt for about half
the year. … He’s back as
a senior at wide receiver.
Those guys are so much
more athletic, and they
understand what we’re
trying to do, schemewise, both offensively and
defensively.
“We have two or three
offensive linemen back.
That’s probably our
biggest thing to figure out
– who is going to play on
our offensive line, because
we have the skill kids. We
have to be able to put five
guys out there who can
take care of those guys
behind them,” Recker
said.
Recker said he’s excited
to see what Jackson can
do this season, after
suffering a season-ending
injury last year.
“Nate Jackson got hurt
in the Bryan game (season
opener), and never came
back the rest of the
season,” Recker said. “He
broke his collar bone.
He might have been an
all-league defensive back.
… He looked that good.
He’ll also plays tailback…
He’s really good. He has
speed, size and definition.
His twin brother Ty plays
defensive end for us.”
The Cougars’ offensive
unit will try to keep the
opposing defenses off
balance.
“Ideally, we would
like to run the ball. …
That’s what we like to
do,” Recker said. “We’re
very simple. We run very
few plays, but with a lot
of different motions and
formations.
“We’re going to take
what the defense gives
us. If we can’t run it, we
feel really good with the
weapons we have on the
outside. We have enough
in our pass game with
screens, short passes and
some deeper passes, that
we’re very confident in the
way we can throw the ball.
Last year, we were third
or fourth in
the league in both
rushing and passing. We
have a lot of pride in being
a little more balanced,”
Recker said.
On the defensive side
of the ball, the Cougars

Courtesy of Van Wert

Owen Treece

VAN WERT
Coach: Keith Recker
Years at school, record: 9th
Last year’s record: 6-4, (5-4 WBL)
Division: IV
Returning lettermen: 13
Returning starters: Dru Johnson (WR/DB), Owen Treece
(QB/DB), Ian Cowen (WR/DB), Nate Jackson (RB/DB),
Turner Witten (OL/DL), Connor Pratt (WR/DB), Cullen

will try to keep it simple.
Van Wert will show a 4-3
scheme this season.
“We’re going to try to
keep everything in front
of us,” Recker said. “It
starts with our defensive

line. We’ve got two guys
who started last year –
Cullen Dunn (6-2, 205)
and Turner Witten (6-0,
225) – both juniors. They
started both ways as
sophomores on both the

Dunn (OL/DL), Trey Laudick (WR/DB)
SCHEDULE
Aug. 28 
Sept. 4 
Sept. 11 
Sept. 18 
Sept. 25 
Oct. 2 
Oct. 9 
All games begin at 7 p.m.

offensive and defensive
lines.
“Defensively, it’s about
not giving up big plays.
We need to stop giving
up big plays and start
creating more turnovers.

Elida
Defiance
at Wapakoneta
St. Marys
at O-G
at Bath
OHSAA Playoffs

We (offensively) averaged
about 32 points per game,
last year. That should be
good enough to win some
games. So, we need to
get the ball back to our
offense,” he said.

2020 Van Wert

OH-70200540L

Cougars
1109 E. Lincoln Highway
Van Wert Ohio 45891

419-469-5757
Tony & Erin Finfrock
Owners

Big or Small they
work on them all!
OH-70200430L

Van Wert
Party Mart
1042 S. Washington St
Van Wert, OH
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SHAUN THOMAS

JAYDEN CORNELL

BRYAN WARD

LIMA CENTRAL CATHOLIC
RUNNING BACK
6-0, 182

KENTON
WIDE RECEIVER
5-10, 170

ST. MARYS
OFFENSIVE LINE
6-0, 285 LBS.

The Thunderbird running back only seems to get better each
year. Last year, the first team-All Northwest District and AllOhio selection rushed for 1,508 yards and 22 touchdowns to
set a new school standard.

The WBL offensive back of the year, the senior had led the
league three years in a row after hauling 73 catches for
1,194 yards and 15 touchdowns. Cornell was a first-team allNorthwest District selection and a second team All-Ohio choice.

Bryan Ward will anchor the Roughrider offensive line for the
always dangerous St. Marys running game. As a junior, the
two-year starter was a first-team all-WBL selection and a first
team all All-Northwest District pick last year.

BLAKE REYNOLDS

LORENZO WALTHER

BRYCE BASINGER

COLUMBUS GROVE
QUARTERBACK
6-3, 170 LBS.

LEIPSIC
DEFENSIVE BACK
6-1, 201 LBS.

PANDORA-GILBOA
WIDE RECEIVER
6-3, 170 LBS.

The NWC offensive player of the year, the special mention,
all-state selection passed for 1,857 yards last year and 25
touchdowns and rushed for 803 yards and 14 touchdowns.

A second team all-BVC selection and a second team AllNorthwest district honoree, Walther had 54 tackles and two
interceptions while recording two fumbles. He also stepped in
as the team’s top running back last season.

A first team, All-BVC choice and a first-team all-Northwest
district selection and second team all-state pick, Basinger
caught 58 passes for 1,134 yards and 10 touchdowns. He also
was a mainstay in the Rockets’ defensive backfield.

GUNNER KING

BLAKE HARSHBARGER

TYLER SHUTLER

COLUMBUS GROVE
6-2, 275 LBS.

ALLEN EAST
5-10, 175 LBS.

BLUFFTON
DEFENSIVE BACK

A first team All-NWC selection on the defensive line, he had
67.5 tackles and six tackles for losses that earned him first
team All-Northwest District and second team All-Ohio honors.

Harsbarger recorded 111 tackles and nine sacks and that
earned him NWC Co-Defensive player of the year honors
along with being named first-team All-Northwest District and
second team All Ohio accolades.

Shutler garnered first team all-northwest district honors
in the Pirates secondary and was a force on offense Tyson
Shutler rushed for 461 yards and four TDs. Shutler also came
out of the backfield and hauled in 17 passes for 312 yards and
two scores.

DEVARES GLENN

OWEN TREECE

BRODY BRECHT

DEFENSIVE BACK
PERRY
5-6, 150 LBS.

VAN WERT
QUARTERBACK

CRESTVIEW
RUNNING BACK/LINEBACKER

The 2019 NWCC defensive player of the year was a first team
all-Northwest District and a second team all-state choice who
had 72 tackles and five interceptions last year.

Treece finished second in the WBL behind Kenton’s Blaine
Huston in total yardage after passing for more than 1,900
yards with 18 touchdowns. He also rushed for 849 yards and
eight touchdowns. On the defensive side of the ball he was a
second team all-WBL as a defensive back.

Brecht was a force on both sides of the football. As a running
back, Brecht was a first-team All-NWC pick rushing for 1,111
yards and 16 touchdowns. At linebacker, Brecht was also a
first-team all-conference selection where he recorded 53
tackles and had one interception and one sack.
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Wapakoneta reloads for 2020 season
By Jose Nogueras

jnogueras@aimmediamidwest.com

WAPAKONETA —
Wapakoneta is looking to
reload and ready themselves for a big playoff run
but will need to fill out
some skilled positions if
they are going to produce
another winning season
in 2020.
The run-oriented Redskins, led by Evan Kaeck
who led the league in
rushing with 1,117 yards,
bulldozed their way to the
league title and a postseason berth last season.
Defensively, the Redskins, who had a tenacious front seven, also led
by Kaeck and co., limited
opponents to 83 points
for the season Kaeck,
along with a host of other
all-league performers are
gone and head coach Travis Moyer is looking for
his upperclassmen to fill
those voids and remains
confident this will happen.
One major reason for
Moyer’s optimism is
based on the tradition the
Redskins have established
within the program.
“I can’t say enough
about that team last year
in terms the effort that
they gave and I am really
proud where the program
is right now,” Moyer said.
“We have extremely high
expectations going into
this year.”
Moyer said moving
players in and out each
year has become customary at Wapakoneta and
has not deterred them
from consistently winning and Moyer expects
the same from this year’s
squad.
“Guys have understood
the importance of hard
work and stepping into
those positions and competing at a high level,”
Moyer said. “The guys
that we have this year
we expect big things out
of them and our goals
haven’t changed.”
Throughout the Moyer
era, the goals are to win
the WBL title, make the
playoffs and win state.

Wapakoneta’s Braeden Goulet will take over the quarterback chores for the Redskins this season.

WAPAKONETA
Head Coach: Travis Moyer
Years at school, record: 7 (177-40)
Last year’s record: 9-2 (8-1 WBL)
Division: III
Returning Letterwinners: Noah Ambos
(WR/DB) Sr., Trevor Crow (TE/DB) Sr.,
Keith Houser (OL/DL) Sr., Brandon
Schneider (TE/DE) Sr., Garrett Siefring
(WR/LB) Sr., Payne Harshbarger (K) Sr.,
Connor McDonald (RB/DB) Sr., Nolan
Sutton (OL/DL) Sr., Nikane Ambos (K)
Jr., Braeden Goulet (QB/DB) Jr., Jace
Mullen (RB/LB) Jr., Zach Rogers (RB/LB)
Jr., Jacob Schroeder (RB/DB) Jr., Kaden
Siefring (RB/LB) Jr., Cael Rostorfer (OL/
DE) Jr., Trevor Houts (OL/DE)
Promising Newcomers: Alex Eisert
(OL) Sr., Blaine Hurley (OL) Sr., Cooper
Talowsky (OL/DL) Sr.
Coach’s Season Outlook: I’m really

Moyer adds that even
though they have had
success with this formula
nothing is guaranteed
and the team has a lot
of hard work ahead of
them to attain those lofty
expectations and he said
that there is even higher
expectations from these
guys who gained some
valuable experience last
season.
Moyer is a big believer

exicited and confident about the upcomin
season. I’m a firm believer in that good
things come happen to those who work
hard. Our kids deserve all the credit in
the world. They have been dedicated and
committed during the off-season and have
done everything we have asked of them.
Our kids have extremely high expectations
of this season and it will be important to
take one play and a game at a time. There
will be highs and lows over the course
of the season and we will need to stay
patient and enjoy the journey.
SCHEDULE
Aug. 28 
at Celina
Sept. 4 
at St. Marys
Sept. 11 
Van Wert
Sept. 18 
Shawnee
Sept. 25 
at Kenton
Oct. 2 
Defiance
Oct. 9 
OHSAA Playoffs
All games start at 7 p.m.

in the offseason and said
they are working a little
behind after the pandemic
pretty much wiped out the
conditioning done in the
spring and the camps in
the summer.
“Our kids continue to
do what we have asked
of them and worked
extremely hard in the
summer since we have
gotten back,” Moyer said.
On offense, Moyer

said everything starts up
front with the guys in the
trenches.
“I think those guys up
front play a huge part on
a Friday night in the success of our team and even
though those guys might
not get the recognition
on the outside world for
us they are extremely
critical, both the offensive
line and defensive line,”
Moyer said.

provided the yardage and
time consuming minutes
that was key in the team’s
success last season.
“It is not fair to anyone
to say that you are going
to replace Evan Kaeck,”
Moyer said. “He was
an outstanding football
player and helped us tremendously and won a lot
of football games here.”
Tailback Connor
McDonald, who was ninth
in the WBL in rushing
with **** yards, provides
a different style of running with more speed on
the outside.
Also expected to get a
shot to shine in the backfield will be Jacob Schroeder, Connor McDonald,
Zach Rogers and Chase
Mullins. Kaden Siefring,
who was a receiver last
season makes the move to
fullback this season.
File Photo
At the quarterback
position and the Redskins
will need to replace Reed
Merricle who provided
The Redskins are
a a dual threat. Doing
looking to replace three
most of his damage on the
All-WBL performers on
ground, Merricle rushed
the offensive line that
included Tyler Shroyer, a for more than (((( yards
and passed for ((( yards.
third-team all state perTaking over the duties
former, and Zeke Arnett,
behind the center will be
and Eric Carpenter, both
Braedon Goulet, a 6-1,
second team All-WBL
honorees. Also graduated 170-pound junior. He saw
action at several positions
was All-WBL tight end
on the offense but it will
Isaac Meeks.
Trevor Houts returns at be his first year as the sigone of the guard spots and nal caller.
Moyer said it is really
Keith Houser will man
critical
for the guys
one of the tackle spots.
around him help him
Expected to see time on
the offensive line are Alex adjust to his new position.
Noah Ambos, a threeHouser, Tyler Houser and
year starter, solidifies the
Nolan Sutton working at
the tackle position. Trevor receiving corps at the split
end slot and will be one of
Houts returns at one of
the guard spots. Cale Ros- those veteran players to
make the transition easier
torfor is also Blaine Hurfor Goulet.
ley expected to see time
Garrett Siefring,
at the guard position
a
senior,
and Austin
Cooper Talowsky and
Stauffer
will
be competing
Patrick Schultz are comfor
minutes
at
the flanker
peting for playing time
position.
at center and Brandon
“You look at our offense
Schneider and Trevor
Crow will vie for the tight and say we have the ability to effectively run the
end job.
ball last year and I think
The biggest hole to fill
for the skilled players will that is the one thing we
be Kaeck. The three-year always want to do here is
run the ball effectively,”
starter and all-time RedSee WAPAKONETA | 17C
skins leader in rushing
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Family Owned & Operated Since 1954
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Free
Moon Pies
Every
Monday

Party Mart
102 Defiance St.

Open: Mon. 12-7; Tues. 10-2; Fri. 12-5;
Sat. 10-2; By Appt. Wed. & Thurs.
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Good Luck
Redskins

BORROW
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Richard Parrish | The Lima News

Lima Senior and other teams have a number of challenges facing them this season.

What to Watch For in 2020
The only thing certain is uncertainty

the tournament schedule
so who looks good in the
conference.
The NWC is loaded
To say the upcoming
early. Also they are going your traditional rivalries
with a lot of contenders
football season will be
to have to make adjustsuch as Wapakoneta
for the title and give them
different is an understate- ments against opponents against St. Marys and
credit for coming up with
ment.
because of no scrimmages Bath against Elida but all an interesting format to
With the pandemic
or scouting.
coaches agree that they
decide the league crown.
working its way through
want to be play their best From top to bottom each
all facets of life football is 2. How does the pandemic
football come week seven team has a chance to
not immune and this year affect the season?
when the postseason
make waves in the bracket
Each school is going
the effects have already
starts.
and all it takes is one
to take necessary precaubeen seen.
bad night to be ousted.
tions to keep their players 4. Who has the toughest first Columbus Grove, SpenFrom limited summer
six games in the WBL?
practices to no scrimmag- safe from the pandemic.
cerville and Allen East
All coaches say they
es to altered schedules, it It will be interesting
come in as the front runhow social distancing
do and the WBL did a
will be interesting to see
ners but other teams but
is going to work along
good job of trying to find nothing is certain in the
how football unfolds in
with coaches and fans.
balance but a quick look
the 2020 season.
year of uncertainty.
at the schedule shows
Here is what to look for: Another major factor
will be injuries. Without
Bath will face some tough 6. What can we expect from
1. Early games are going to
much real game play situ- tests. The Wildcats open
the NWCC
be important.
ations coaches will have
with St. Marys followed
With the limited schedWith a six-game sched- to worry about injuries
by a trip to Kenton and
ule the NWCC got a jump
ule teams are going to be to player who are hitting
a trip to Elida. The last
on expansion with the
facing some interesting
opponents for the first
three regular season
addition of Ridgedale and
scenarios and have a lot
time.
games include a home
Crestline a year early.
to deal with. Some confergame against OttawaThis allowed the conferences are playing for titles 3. Since there is no WBL or
Glandorf, a trip to Celina ence to break into two
while others are going to MAC titles how are these
and ending with a home
divisions and decide two
teams approaching the
forgo a a championships
game against Van Wert.
NWCC title that gives
season.
More importantly coachCelina will have its hands these squads something
Pride and the push
es, especially at small
full with games against
to play for as they enter
schools, are going to have to the playoffs will play
Wapakoneta, Kenton and the postseason. Despite
important roles in how
to evaluate on the fly on
St. Marys.
losing all-state performer
personnel. This will bene- the schools in these
Chazz Jackson, Perry
fit teams with experience league face off during the 5. The NWC has the most
returns a wealth of talent
stunted regular season.
interesting format in
but all coaches will have
and should be a contender
crowning a league title with for a title in its division
to find out what they have You are going to have

Bath
From page 5C

78 tackles and five sacks
from his end spot last
season.
Johnson anchors the
defense from his middle
linebacker spot. He led
the team in tackles and
was named second team
all-WBL.
“I like his (Johnson’s)
physicality and I like
his leadership,” Reindel
said. “He’s the first guy
in, last guy out kind of
guy. … He’s back (from
the ACL surgery) and
looking good.’’
Also returning at linebacker around Johnson
are Boedicker and Parlapiano, who led the WBL
in fumble recoveries
with four.
The secondary is
made up of veterans cornerback Wyatt Maley,
safety Austin Williams
and safety Armentrout.
Not only does Bath

return 20 starters, six
juniors are three-year
starters. Four seniors
are three-year starters.
Reindel hopes that
can lift the team to its
first winning record
since the Wildcats
went 7-3 in 2016.
Bath’s last trip to
the playoffs came in
2003.
“We have to be very
consistent at a high
level,” Reindel said.
“We had several close
games and came up on
the wrong end because
we didn’t play consistent for four quarters.’’
Reindel added that
being physical will be
a key ingredient, as
well.
“We have to have the
physicality and toughness to run the grind
of the WBL,” he said.
“You have to control
the trenches. And you
have to have some athleticism to hang with
the quick, athletic
teams.’’

Kenton
From page 8C

to adjust to the other
team on the fly.
“You get used to what
you are doing and how
you are doing things
and playing against
your offense and your
defense and now you
have to adapt and as we
all know scout teams
are giving you that
great a look,” Fackler.
“It is going to be so
crucial those first few
games, getting back in
the saddle and knowing
how they are going to
react.”
Leadership will be an
essential component
on the development of
the Wildcats. Fackler
said there is a lot of
tremendous seniors but
they will be called on
to assist the younger
players including the 30
freshmen who are the
roster this season.

“That is the largest
number we have ever
had since I have been
here and that was in
1985 and I am sure
it is a lot longer than
that.,” Fackler said. “It
is a good group. I don’t
know how many of
those guys are going to
see the field on Friday
night but there is some
talented players that
have a chance.”
Fackler adds that this
is where he needs his
seniors to be mentors.
“We talk about being
a family and having
a family and we have
the ability now to have
those younger siblkings
and there is a whole
bunch of them and its a
family and those seniors
will need to step down
and teach them,” Fackler said. “Last year’s
senior did a great job
going down and working with those younger
kids and I think we
have something rolling
there.”

while Hardin Northern
and Waynesfield-Goshen
look to battle for a conference in the other division.
In what might be one
of the more interesting
first game match-ups,
those Hardin Northern
and Waynesfield-Goshen
square off each other. The
two teams ended last year
that put Hardin Northern
won 21-14 and sent the
Polar Bears to the playoffs
and kept the Tigers out.
7. Can Alphonso Townsend
turn the Spartans around?
If there is one thing
Townsend has already
done is brought his own
brand of enthusiasm to
the program that won
three games last year.
The former Spartan
standout has gotten more
numbers out for this
season and inherits some
talent. However, he will
definitely be tested in
the Three Rivers Athletic
only six-game schedule
and Lima Senior will play
powerhouse Toledo Central Catholic to open the
year.
8. How will LCC do in the
BVC?
The Thunderbirds

Roughriders
From page 11C

replace three first-team
All WBL performers on
the defensive side of the
ball.
“Defensively what you
see that jumps out for
us is our two defensive
tackles (Hunter Fultz
and Trace Marby) Frye
said.
Senior Brandon Paul
returns in the linebacking corps and two year
letterwinner Hunter
Fraley will also play
linebacker.
Three defensive backs
return for the Riders in
Tanner Howe, Ethan
Wenning and Trogdlon
that should help with
the Riders making
adjustments in the early
stages of the season.
“We have some
people back in each area
we just have to develop
the other kids we have,”
Frye said.

return its explosive backfield in Rossy Moore,
Shawn Thomas and Dylan
Wilson. The trio combined for more than 3,000
yards on the ground and
45 touchdowns. Partnered
with Elida transfer Evan
Unruh at quarterback and
three returning linemen
and LCC looks good for
another big year. Their
BVC schedule will test
the Thunderbirds as they
are playing the top teams
in the league including
Leipsic, Licking Valley, Liberty-Benton and
Arlington.
9. What is the key to making
a playoff run this year?
The teams that have
depth and the teams that
stay healthiest will be the
teams that succeed this
year. Watch for teams
with experience as well
also do well. With not
preparation off season
time, those squads that
can come together the
best by the time the
playoffs begin will be the
team that will make a big
playoff run.
10. Can we finish the
season?
Let’s hope.

Like last year, Frye
knows that the early part
of the season will go a
long way in deciding the
WBL. St. Marys opens
with Bath, then plays rival
Wapakoneta in the second
game of the season, followed by games against
Ottawa-Glandorf
“Expectations are
always high here at St.
Marys,” Frye said. “I
think that comes with
the territory. I really do
believe, and I know this
is coach speak, but this is
fully to the linethe WBL
returns a lot more players
and if you look at quarterbacks there is a lot of
quarterbacks returning in
the league and in this day
and age and that is what
jumps out at me.
“That and itself there
is going to be a lot of
good offensive teams and
they make a little longer
to mature because of the
lack of seven on sevens
but I believe the key is
how quickly you develop
your defense.”
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Allen East’s Bradden Crumrine was also first team all-NWC and had 31 receptions for 461 yards and eight TDs.

New coach, same high expectations for Allen East
eight more on defense.
They do need to
fill holes from graduHARROD – Allen East ated quarterback Bryce
made its first trek to the
Belcher, wide receiver
playoffs since 2006 last
Cole Fletcher, running
year.
back Hunter Paxson and
The Mustangs went
linemen Brennan Davies
9-2, 6-1 in the Northwest and Garrett Neth.
Conference en route to
Belcher was the trigwinning a tri-share of the ger man in the one-back,
NWC title.
spread offense and threw
The Mustangs’ highfor 1,497 yards with 16
octane offense lost to LibTDs last year. He also
erty Center 43-12 in the
rushed for 584 yards.
first round of the playoffs.
But don’t expect the
Gone is Lima News
Mustangs to switch from
Dream Team Coach of
the spread that previous
the Year Wes Schroeder,
coach Schroeder put in.
who is now coaching at
The offense averaged
Granville.
31.5
points-per-game,
Taking over for Schrowhich
was fourth in the
eder is six-year Mustangs
NWC.
assistant Joel Billings.
Taking his place is
Billings, a 2006 Waynessenior
veteran Tyler
field High Grad, played on
Clum,
who
missed all last
the defensive line at Defiyear
with
an
ACL knee
ance College.
injury
he
suffered
in FebHe started his coaching
ruary
of
2019.
career with three years at
“We’ll be similar (to
Bellefontaine.
last year),” Billings said.
Billings has spent the
“The spread needs a good
last six years at Allen
quarterback and he fits
East, including last year
that role.’’
coaching the offensive
Clum started some as
line.
a freshman and was the
The Mustangs return
plenty for the rookie head full-time quarterback as a
sophomore.
coach, including eight
starters on offense and
“Tyler was very

Eli Criblez is back on
the
defensive line.
ALLEN EAST
At linebacker are Jordan
Motter, Travis Wilson,
COACH: Joel Billings
Chase Miller and middle
Year at School, Record: First year
linebacker Hershberger,
Last year’s record: 9-2 (6-1 NWC trichampions, playoffs)
who was first team allDivision: VI
NWC and the NWC’s co
Returning Lettermen: 14
Defensive Player of the
Returning starters: Bradden Crumrine
Year.
(Sr., WR/CB); Eli Myers (Sr, C); Gavin
Wilson was second
Maxwell (Sr., WR/CB); Carter Young
team
all-NWC.
(Sr., WR); Eli Criblez (Soph., G); Gunner
“The
linebackers underRister (Jr., G); Gage Rister (Jr., T); Tyler
stand
the
system and have
Clum (Sr., QB, missed last year with ACL
gotten bigger and faster,”
injury); Gabe Criblez (Sr., OL to H-back/
Billings said. “HershbergDL); Jordan Motter (Sr., LB); Travis Wilson
er has great instincts.’’
Gavin Maxwell and
involved last year,” Billalso first team all-NWC
that they understand what Crumrine return at cornerbacks.
ings said. “He was out
and had 31 receptions for we’re doing,” Billings
Billings said a key to
there every day running
461 yards and eight TDs. said. “And I was involved
return
to the top of the
the scout team and helped
Other experienced wide with the offensive line last
NWC is filling a few spots
out with the quarterback
receivers are Gavin Maxyear. Eli (Myers) is our
on the lines, especially on
and the wide receivers.
well and Carter Young.
glue guy (up front).’’
We’re excited to have him
The key to the offense
Three who will get car- defense where graduated
Neth was first team allback.
is four starters return on
ries in the running game
NWC.
“He’s hungry and like
the offensive line, includ- are veteran middle lineA big plus is the bulk of
a coach on the field. He
ing second team all-NWC backer Blake Hershberger,
takes charge and is excit- center Eli Myers.
sophomore Wyatt Paxson the team has playoff experience.
ed to get out and comJoining Myers are vetand sophomore Kade
“The kids know what
pete. … He understands
erans guard Eli Criblez
Wireman.
it takes to win,” Billings
what’s going on and can
and twins guard Gunner
The Mustangs will
said. “They’ve seen what
run, as well.’’
Rister and tackle Gage
run a 3-5-3 defense with
happens when you put in
Fletcher, a first team
Rister.
the linebacking unit the
the work. Getting to the
all-NWC receiver, is a big
Lineman Gabe Criblez
team’s strength.
playoffs last year, they’ve
loss, but there are vetermoves from the line to
The defense led the
ans at the position this
H-back/tight end.
league in giving up a stin- now been there. And
experience in the playoffs
year.
“With four offensive
gy 12.5 points-per-game
Bradden Crumrine was linemen back, it helps
last year.
is big.’’
(Sr., LB); Blake Hershberger (Sr., FB/LB);
Chase Miller (Jr., LB); Evan Shafer (Jr.,
DL).
Offense: Spread, 1-back.
Defense: 3-5-3
Top newcomers: Garrett Newland (Jr./
WR); Jacob Hershberger (Soph., S).
SCHEDULE
Aug. 28 
Ada
Sept. 4 
at Blufton
Sept. 11 
Columbus Grove
Sept. 18 
NWC Tournament
Sept. 25 
NWC Tournament
Oct. 2 
NWC Tournament
Oct. 9 
OHSAA Playoffs
All games begin at 7 p.m.

2020 Allen East
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Bluffton looking to compete toward top of NWC
By Mark Altstaetter

challenge for Richards
and his staff to simulate
certain situations at pracBLUFFTON – When
tice.
Jeff Richards was hired as
“So, it’s a little bit
the Bluffton head football harder, not having sevencoach in 2016, his goal
on-sevens, and not having
for the program was to
the scrimmages either.
get the players bigger and Week 1 will be a big
more physical.
question mark for every
The former Bluffton
school,” he said. “I’d say
standout has accomit’s going about as well as
plished that.
it could, especially with
Now, Richards is hopall the uncertainty and
ing his program can turn chaos that’s been going
the corner.
on. The kids are really
Bluffton returns 12
positive. We’ve had a lot
letter winners from last
of really good practices,
year’s 4-6 team (2-5
so far. The worst thing
Northwest Conference).
about this is the uncer“We have a big group
tainty.”
of young guys coming in
Richards does have
this year,” Richards said. some size returning.
“They did some good
Leading the way is junior
things in junior high, but lineman Aaron Tabler
we need to see how that’s (303 pounds) and senior
going to translate to high lineman Zavier O’Neal
school ball. We also have (280 pounds).
some guys switching
“Physically, Aaron
positions and doing some Tabler is back, as a junior.
other stuff. … We want to He’s a 6-foot-3, 300-pound
tackle. Zavier O’Neal is
see who’s going to be in
back on the defensive and
the right spot to help us
offensive line. He’s about
this season.”
5-10, 280. So, those two
With the COVID-19
are definitely our biggest
pandemic, it’s been a

guys,” Richards said.
Bluffton’s offensive
scheme is no secret to
the Northwest Conference opponents. Like
in the previous seasons,
Richards will employ the
flexbone/triple option.
“We’re still an optionbased team,” Richards
said. “Last year, we started to do a little bit out
of the (shot) gun, but we
have that flex-bone philosophy. Triple options
are what we hang our hat
on.”
Leading the way for the
Bluffton offensive unit is
junior quarterback Nate

Schaadt (185), who will
be the starting signal-caller for the Pirates for the
third consecutive season.
In 2019, Schaadt
passed for 463 yards
on 33-of-77 passing. He
threw for five touchdowns and was intercepted five times. On the
ground, Schaadt rushed
for 445 yards and 11
TDs. Tyson Shutler (Sr.,
183 pounds) rushed for
461 yards and four TDs.
Shutler also came out of
the backfield and hauled
in 17 passes for 312 yards
and two scores.
In 2019, the Pirates

scored 23.5 points per
game. However, Bluffton
gave up 31.9 points per
contest.
Leading the way for
Bluffton, defensively,
is Shutler. Last season,
Shutler led the NWC in
interceptions with four at
a safety position.
“Tyson Shutler is a
kid we are really excited
about, because as a freshman, he could have been
the lowest kid on our
depth chart,” Richards
said. “But he was an alldistrict defensive back
last year. This year as a
senior, he’s a leader and

he’s in great shape and
looking really good.”
Richards will employ
a 4-2-5 scheme on the
defensive side of the ball.
“On the defensive side,
we bring back our entire
line, which I think was
one of the best defensive
lines in the league last
year,” Richards said. “In
the secondary, we bring
back Tyson Shutler, who
was an all-district, first
team all-conference performer. Nate Schaadt,
on the defensive side at
a safety position, does a
really nice job for us. A
lot of big pieces are back;
and some guys who were
role players last year are
looking to step up.”
Richards projects the
NWC to be as competitive as always.
“I think our conference is one of the most
entertaining to look at.
We’ve had a three-way tie
for the conference title
the past two years. On
any given night, I think
anyone can beat anyone,”
he said.

160), Jayden Irons (Jr.,
WR, 6-1, 155), Carter
Harsh (Sr., WR, 6-2, 185),
Nick Niebel (Sr., slot, 5-8,
175), Mike Niebel (Jr.,
RB, 5-8, 175), Gunnar
Kuhn (Jr., WR, 5-10, 155),
Noah Bowman (Sr., TE,
6-0,
185), Jameir Jackson (Sr., TE, 6-1, 175),
D’Angelo Smith (So., WR,
5-11, 160) and Tyler Carter (So., RB, 5-8, 165).
Anchoring both the
offensive and defensive
lines is senior Dylan

Harmon (Sr., 6-0, 265), a
cousin of Coach Harmon.
“We just go week by
week,” Dylan Harmon
said. “As long as we can
win the week we are on –
that’s our goal.”
The first-year head
coach’s biggest challenge
this season, will probably
be on the defensive side
of the ball.
In 2019, Elida was
last in the league in total
defense (359.8 yards per
game), rushing defense
(227.7 yards per game),

and scoring defense (41.3
points per game).
“We’re going to show
multiple fronts on
defense,” Harmon said.
“We’re going to try to play
to our strengths. We got
some big guys up front.
We have some linebackers that can run. We have
some defensive backs that
can cover. So, we’re going
to do multiple things and
try to confuse the opposing teams.
“We’re going to build
defense first. Obviously,

you have to be able to
stop the run to stand a
chance in the WBL.”
Senior linebacker Nick
Niebel, who recorded 81
tackles last season, is very
anxious to get the season
started.
“I’m pretty excited – a
new coach, new system,”
Niebel said. “A lot of the
guys bought in this year.
So, that’s exciting. Coach
Harmon has done a good
job of getting people to
buy into the culture.”
Niebel’s brother, Mike,

made 88 tackles in 2019
(sixth in the WBL), which
included six for losses. He
also had three interceptions. Andrew Etzkorn,
who also returns, made
73 tackles (four TFLs) in
2019.
“Right now, we talk
about going on a week-toweek basis,” Coach Harmon said. “That goes with
everything. We’re not sure
what tomorrow is going
to bring. We always talk
about being 1-0 at the end
of the week.”

best as a football team
in terms of judging and
fortunately we have an
experienced staff that
have seen guys that have
been successful in those
positions,” Moyer said. “It
is going to be very important to coach our kids to
the best of our ability and
they continue to learn.”
Moyer added the one
thing they have tried
to instill in practice is a
more one-on-one mentality to gear the players
ready for the real deal.
Defensively, the Redskins also find themselves
searching for new players
to fill voids due to the
graduation. Unlike last
season the seven upfront
is where the Redskins find
new players getting an
opportunity. The defensive backfield returns

three of its four starters.
“We are a little bit of
cycle where last year
we returned a lot of our
upfront guys and were
inexperienced in the
secondary and this year
we return some experience in the secondary
and replace some guys up
front,” Moyer said.On the
defensive line, the Redskins lost ends Meeks, the
WBL defensive lineman of
the year who is attending
Ashland University and
Jake Lee.
Coming in this season
will be Rostorfor Tyler
Houser and Schneider
working at those positions and competing for
minutes.
Back to anchor the line
at the defensive tackle
spot is Keith Houser,
an All-WBL performer

and All-Northwest district choice. Also vying
for minutes are Austin
Brown, Talkowsky, Owen
Sutton and Ethan Kirby.
“When you say goodbye to three of the front
four its tough,” Moyer
said. “We understand the
importance of our offensive and defensive lines so
we have guys there that
are going to have to work
extremely hard and get
to the point where they
are competing at a high
level.”
Kaeck, who was also
effective as a linebacker,
will need to be replaced
but Garrett Siefring, a
three-year starter, is back
for the Redskins. Looking
to replace Kaeck in the
middle is Meckstroth.
Caden Siefring and
Chase Mullins will look

to replace Merricle as the
outside linebacker. Merricle was an all-league performer at that position.
The secondary appears
to be the Redskins
strong point with a trio
of returning starters in
Crow, Ambos and Goulet.
Schroeder and Rogers will
seek to fill the other cornerback position.
“By having three of the
four guys back is definitely helpful of being the
rock of our defense right
now,” Moyer said. “We
feel like we have some
quality football players at
the positions right now
and we need to take a
hard look at who can get
the job done and how fast
they can develop.
“For us to win championships we have to
be very, very good on

defense and that is something we take a lot of
pride.”
With the six game season, Moyer understands
the importance of getting
off to a good start.
“We know we have to
be very good out of the
gate and we have to get
guys as ready as quickly
as we can and compete
at a high level and the
thing is we have to win
those games early on
and that puts a pressure
on us,” Moyer said. “We
have been in that position
before but for us we do
have some guys back with
varsity experience and
hopefully that will help us
this year. It will be a big
challenge and a big challenge to identify who our
leaders will be.”

sports@limanews.com

From page 7C

season, are battling for
the starting quarterback
job.
Last season, Henderson
passed for 347 yards, two
touchdowns and rushed
for a TD.
According to Harmon,
some of the athletes to
watch for on the offensive
side of the ball are Layton
Mowery (Sr., slot, 5-8,

Wapakoneta
From page 14C

Moyer said. “We said
good-bye to some very
good football players and
these guys are going to
have to work extremely
hard to uphold that.”
Without scrimmages
or seven on seven drills,
Moyer said the first three
games will be crucial in
terms of the offense finding its chemistry.
“We have always taken
a lot in terms of our
seven-on-sevens and our
scrimmages to evaluate
what we have in terms of
our positions and things
we need to improve on
and anytime you lose
those you got to do your

Coach: Jeff Richards
Years at school: 5th, 14-26
Last year’s record: 4-6, (2-5 NWC)
Division: VI
Returning lettermen: 12
Returning starters: Nate Schaadt (QB/
DB), Tyson Shutler (A/DB), Malachi Pahl
(B/DL), Nick Prater (B/LB), Jack Wilson
(WR/DL), Aaron Tabler (OL/DL), Zavier
O’Neal (OL/DL), Trent Howard (OL/DL),

Levi McClain (OL/DL)
Top newcomers: Landyn Fleharty (A/
DB), Landon Shutler (WR/DB), Beau
Stever (DB), Xavier Luginbuhl (OL/DL)
SCHEDULE
Aug. 28 
Columbus Grove at Bluffton
Sept. 4 
Allen East at Bluffton
Sept. 11 
Bluffton at Ada
Sept. 18 
NWC Tournament
Sept. 25 
NWC Tournament
Oct. 2 
NWC Tournament
Oct. 8 
OHSAA playoffs

2020 Bluffton
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Columbus Grove has high expectations
COLUMBUS GROVE
– Some say it is not how
you start but how you
finish but in Columbus
Grove’s season the start
did not justify the end.
The Bulldogs opened
the year 1-3 and even
though they rallied to
win their last six games
in a row and capture a
share of the NWC title,
Columbus Grove failed to
make the playoffs.
“At our end of the year
meeting we really talked
to the guys about how
needed to have a fast
start in the season and
how those nonconference
games can really get you
ready for the playoffs,”
Bulldogs head coach
Andy Schafer said. “Yes,
we were back-to-back cochamps in the league and
it was a fairly successful
season and we won the
last five out of six with a
running clock so we were
playing our best football
but due to the way the
playoffs were set up at
the time we couldn’t get
in and we felt we were
like a good team at that
point.”
Schafer added that if
they would had made
the postseason they had
a good shot at making
some noise.
The silver lining to
this is that the majority
of those players are back
and ready to produce
another big season.
Even though the season
has been altered to a sixgame schedule, Schafer
said he still feels the message is the same.
“We need to have the
confidence early and then
building on that,” Schafer
added. “We have a ton
of guys back and it is no
surprise we are picked to
be one of the top teams
in the Northwest Conference however that plays
out but there is some big
expectations and the kids
know it. We didn’t hide
from it and we told them
what they can accomplish.”
Offensively the team
is led by quarterback
Blake Reynolds, the NWC

File photo

Columbus Grove’s Jon Banal was a first-team all-league selection as a defensive back last season.

offensive player of the
year. The senior standout
passed for 1,857 yards
and 25 touchdowns and
rushed for 803 yards and
14 touchdowns. He was a
first-team, all-Northwest
District selection and a
special mention All-Ohio
choice.
Up front, the Bulldogs
return four of their five
linemen back as well
as their running back
and two receivers. As a
sophomore Mitch Douglass was an all-league
selection on the line. Also
back is Ethan Halker who
Schafer describes as one
of the best centers in the
league.
At tight end is AJ
Schafer who is a two-year
starter.
The Bulldogs do lose
All-league selection Alex
Schneider who led the
NWC in receiving yards.
Back is Gabe Clement
who caught 33 passes
for 660 yards and three
touchdowns.
In the backfield Colin
Metzger returns and he
rushed for 551 yards and
three touchdowns.
The Bulldogs offense
averaged 37.5 points per
contest.

COLUMBUS GROVE

certainly one of the most talenred teams.
The best part of the team is the unity and
chemistry they currently have going into
Head Coach: Andy Schafer
the season. Great leadership and great
Years at school: 8
talent with a hunger for competition.
Last year’s record: 7-3 (6-1 NWC)
Division: VI
Getting shut out of a proper ending in
Returning Letterwinners: Blake
basketball and wrestling has motivated
Reynolds Sr., Jacksen Schroeder Jr., Jon
guys like Blake Reynolds, Gabe Clement,
Banal Sr., Lawson Maag Soph., Landon
Ethan Halker, Jeff Meyer, and Ezra Jones
Myers Jr., Ethan Halker Sr., Gabe Clement to push our team to a very high level.
Sr., AJ Schafer Soph., Ryan Bogart Sr.,
SCHEDULE
Colin Metzger Jr., Tad Koch Soph., Jeff
Aug. 28 
at Bluffton
Meyer Sr., Ezra Jones Sr., Mitchell Douglas
Sept.
4

Ada
Jr., Gunner King Sr., Rece Verhoff Jr.
Sept.
11

at
Allen
East
Promising Newcomers: Braylon Baxter
Sept. 18 
NWC Tournament
Jr., Reagan Clymer Sr., Jaden Daniels
Sept. 25 
NWC Tournament
Soph., Trenton Daniels Soph.
Oct. 2 
NWC Tournament
Season Outlook: Not only one of the
experienced teams I’ve coached, but
Oct. 8 
OHSAA playoffs

Schafer expects
another big season from
the offense but he is also
concerned about how the
new players filling out
the starting lineup are
going to mesh and fill in.
“We had to change
some stuff,” Schafer said.
“We are replacing Alex
Schneider and he was a
one year player but made
a huge impact on our
team and that kind of
changes our offense without having him on the
outside. We are looking
for other people to step

up and fill those holes.”
Like the offense the
defensive is loaded with
talented veterans and it
begins with second-team,
All-Ohio selection Gunner King. As a junior the
defensive tackle recorded
67.5 tackles with six
tackles for loss on a
defense that gave up the
fewest first downs, fewest
yards rushing and fewest
total yards.
He is one of two defensive lineman back for the
Bulldogs. The Bulldogs
also return three line-

backers and three defensive backs.
Spearheading the linebaacker corps is Ezra
Jones who plays outside
linebacker and Jon Banal
is the back in the secondary. Banal had 56 tackles
and three interceptions
and notched three sacks
and three fumble recoveries. He was a first teamall NWC selection.
“We have a very young
group of linebackers
fighting for some positions,” Schafer said. “I
would say that is our

youngest positions but
our defensive backfield is
probably one of the most
athletic core that I have
with Gabe Clement, Jon
Banal, Landon Myers and
Blake Reynolds.”
If both the offense
and defense were not
brimming with talent,
the Bulldogs also return
All-State kicker Rece Verhoff. Schafer said Verhoff
attended a prestigious
kicking camp in Chicago
and won it by kicking a
61-yard field goal.
“I think we have to
give props to our kicking
game,” Schafer added.
“That is all he does is
kicking and he is only a
junior and he is not the
biggest kid in the world
but he has a strong,
strong foot.”
One of the benefits of
having an experienced
squad back, along with
an experienced coaching
staff, is that the time lost
practicing in the spring
and summer does not
hurt this team as much
other programs who lost
a lot of seniors.
“I am so thankful that
I have the same staff for
three years and we are
a little unique in that
way at least ahead of
the game of that way,”
Schafer said. “I will say
this that this is the best
summer that we have
had because we got rid
of the seven on sevens.
Yea we have been more
of a passing team but we
didn’t feel the pressure to
get our passing ready. We
were able to to focus on
our run game and some
of the stuff we have never
been able to work on in
the summer.”
Schafer said everything
is pointing in the right
direction to make a huge
impact this season.
“If there a conference I
would like to say we are
competing for it,” Schafer said. “If there isn’t I
would like to say we are
going for 6-0. If there is a
state playoff our decision
is we are in and our goal
would be the No. 1 seed.”

2020 Columbus Grove
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Delphos St. John’s excited for upcoming season
By Tom Usher

six starters on offense and
five on defense.
With only 32 players on
DELPHOS – One might the roster, almost everythink Delphos St. John’s
one will be going both
players would be dragways.
ging a bit coming off a 1-9
There’s room for
season.
improvement on both
After all, these are the
sides of the ball, as the
Blue Jays we’re talking
Blue Jays scored 13
about, the owners of six
points-per-game (ninth in
state football championthe MAC) and gave up 37
ships and 18 trips to the
(10th in the MAC).
playoffs.
The graduated Parrish
But life in 2020 is much threw for 491 yards last
different.
year, but went down with
This team was excited
an injury in Week 5.
in camp to be out on the
After Week 5, quarterpractice field.
back was split between
“With the situation
Grothaus and Brady
we’re in right now, a lot
Kerner.
of these guys lost their
This year Kerner and
spring sports,” St. John’s
Isaac
Fairchild, a receiver
22-year coach Todd Schullast
year,
will battle it out
te said. “We’re out practicin
camp
for
the quartering football right now and
back
job.
not taking it for granted.
Schulte is hoping one
They’re very competitive.
clearly wins the job. The
“We’ll work hard and
enjoy what we have. We’ll one who doesn’t play
enjoy the moment. There’s quarterback will play
other spots.
been a renewed energy
“Kerner and Fairlchild
in the offseason. … We’ll
are
working in and we
enjoy it while we have it.’’
hope
one takes control,”
Among players lost to
Schulte
said. “They are
graduation are Midwest
pretty close. Isaac is more
Athletic Conference honathletic. Brady has a good
orable mention players
head for the game.’’
running back/linebacker
As for the offense,
Devin Lindeman, quarSchulte said, “We’re not
terback Brady Parrish,
big and we want to put
wide receiver/defensive
back Brady Grothaus and them in space the best we
can and use their athletic
running back/linebacker
ability. We’re not three
Jordan Brown.
yards and a cloud
The Blue Jays return
sports@limanews.com

of dust.’’
Two starters return on
the offensive line in Nate
Buettner and guard Dillon
Cross.
Nathan Mosier, who
worked in quite a bit up
front last year, will also
start.
With Lindeman and
Brown gone, running back
will be by committee with
Fairchild, if he’s not the
quarterback, Chase Martin and senior Troy Smith.
The receiving corps will
have the likes of veterans
Landon Elwer and Gavin
Fittro.
Braysen Schulte is back
at wide receiver after
working hard to recover
recover from a torn ACL
and MCL knee injury in
Week 1.
Defensively, Buettner
returns at a tackle spot
and Martin is back at end.
Mosier saw action on the
Don Speck | The Lima News
line and will play there
Delphos St. John’s Isaac Fairchild, a receiver last season, may see time behind the center this year.
again.
Three veterans will
Defense: 4-2-5
DELPHOS ST. JOHN’S
handle the secondary, FitTop newcomers: Braysen Schulte (JR.,
tro, Elwer and Fairchild.
WR/CB); J.J. Bonifas (Jr., WR); Aiden
Coach: Todd Schulte
Schulte will also play corTroyer (Jr., OL/DT); Gage Stemen (Sr., DE/
Year at School, Record: 22nd (175-81)
nerback.
OL)
Last year’s record: 1-9 (0-8 MAC)
The linebacking unit
SCHEDULE
Division: VII
Aug. 29 
Parkway
will have plenty of new
Returning Lettermen: 12
Sept. 4 
at Versailles
faces including Smith,
Returning starters: Isaac Fairchild (Sr.,
Sept. 11 
New Bremen
WR/DB); Nate Buettner (Sr., OL/DT);
Camden Schafer, Clay
Sept.
18

at Minster
Landon Elwer (Jr., WR/S); Gavin Fittro (Jr.,
Paddubny, Blake Ricker
Sept.
25

Coldwater
WR/DB);
Chase
Martin
(Sr.,
DE);
Dillon
and Logan Dickman.
Oct. 2. 
at Marion Local
Cross (Jr., G); Brady Kerner (Jr., QB,).
St. John’s moved from
Oct. 8 
OHSAA Playoffs
Offense: Multiple formations. Zone-read
its traditional 4-3 defense
action.
All games begin at 7:30 p.m.
See ST. JOHN’S | 21C

Jefferson returns valuable experience
By Tom Usher

sports@limanews.com

DELPHOS – Coaches
always talk about senior
leadership.
But for Delphos Jefferson, many of the team’s
leaders will have to come
from the non-seniors.
The Wildcats return
only five seniors from
last year’s 1-9 team (0-7
Northwest Conference).
And of those five, only
two played football.
Four juniors dot the
roster, but only three of

those were on the field.
In all, the roster consists of 25 players.
“We have to jell, stay
positive and have to keep
them healthy,” Delphos
Jefferson coach Ben Rahrig said.
The good news is six
starters return on offense
and seven are back on
defense.
Quarterback Logan
Hubert graduated after he
threw for 962 yards last
year with 12 TDs.
Taking over at quarterback is junior Colin

Bailey, who was a running
back/wide receiver last
year. Bailey had 21 receptions for 327 yards and 5
TDs.
Bailey will trigger the
spread, one-back attack,
the same as last year.
“Colin is our best athlete,” Rahrig said. “He
gives us the threat to
run the ball, make plays
and get us out of trouble.
The key is him reading
defenses and making the
right decision. He played
quarterback his freshman
Richard Parrish | The Lima News
See JEFFERSON | 21C Delphos Jefferson’s Jacob Simmons will be one of the featured backs for the Wildcats this season.
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Bearcats look to continue winning ways
By Mark Altstaetter
sports@limanews.com

SPENCERVILLE –
Winning at least a share
of the Northwest Conference title has been commonplace for Spencerville
head football coach Chris
Sommers.
The past three seasons,
the Bearcats have at least
shared an NWC title.
Last season, Spencerville
ended in a three-way
tie with Allen East and
Columbus Grove for the
conference title.
In 2018, the Bearcats
shared the conference
crown with Crestview and
Columbus Grove.
In 2017, Spencerville
won the NWC title outright, going 7-0 in all conference games.
This season, Sommers’
squad returns 14 letter
winners from last year’s
7-3 team (6-1 NWC).
So far this summer,
Sommers is feeling pretty
good about his team’s
effort.
“We just need to get
better as a team. On
both sides of the ball,
we certainly see some
things that we can work
on,” Sommers said. “Like
always – when you lose a
really good senior class,
you have new guys coming in. So, it’s going to
be important to get them
up to speed, quickly. And
they’re giving a great
effort. … They’re doing an
awesome job.”
On the offensive side of
the ball, Spencerville lost
running back Joel Lotz
from graduation. In 2019,
Lotz rushed for 1,027
yards. However, Gunner
Grigsby (Jr., 185) returns
in the backfield for the
Bearcats. Last season,
as a sophomore, Grigsby
was third in the NWC
with 1,134 rushing yards
on 215 carries, with 13
touchdowns.
“We’ve lost some good
skill players,” Sommers
said. “We like some of our
younger guys that have
come in and done a really
good job. So, we think as
a skill unit, we’re really
excited about it. We’ve
lost some really good
offensive linemen, but
again, we brought some
new guys in and they
seem to be stepping up.”
Returning at quarterback for Spencerville,
after suffering an earlyseason injury in 2019,
is senior Dalty Prichard
(190 pounds).
“He got hurt last year
in a scrimmage, and he
didn’t play quarterback
for the season,” Sommers

File photo

said about Prichard. “He’s
come back, and has done
a really nice job. We really
like where he is at. Our
coaches have done a really
nice job with him. We’ve
seen him get better each
day.”
Prichard is excited
about returning at quarterback this season.
“I got hurt last year,
so I just played strictly
defense,” Prichard said.
“We’re working hard and
getting the job done.
We’re just taking it one
day at a time.” Sommers
is pleased at how Prichard
is progressing behind
center.
“Dalty has really
showed us that he certainly has the ability to throw
the ball back there,” Sommers said. “We just want
to try to keep getting a
little more balanced on
offense.”
Last season, the
Bearcats, with their quickhitting Wing-T offense,
led the NWC in rushing,
averaging 306.3 yards per
game. Spencerville finished second in the conference in team scoring,
averaging 35.2 points.

approach this summer.
“We try to keep it as
normal as possible,” SomCoach: Chris Sommers
mers said. “We were really
Years at school, record: 7th , 52-16
happy about the camp
Last year’s record: 7-3, (6-1 NWC)
that we had. We felt like it
Division: VII
was really good. We probReturning Lettermen: 14
ably slowed down and did
Returning starters: Tyler Koenig (RB/
more teaching. We defiDB) Jr., Cody Bockey (TE/DB) Sr., Eli
nitely saw some positives
Harter (TE/DB) Jr., Dale Smith (RB/DB)
from that.
Jr., Keegan Goecke (RB/DB) Sr., Dalty
“I can’t say enough
Prichard (QB/LB) Sr., Emerson Layman
about
our guys. They’ve
(WR/DB) So., DJ Bowens (RB/LB) So.,
Gunner Grigsby (RB/DL) Jr., Isaiah Pugh
been great to come out
(OL/DL) Sr., Brandon Dues (OL/DL) Sr.,
and to coach every day;
Braden Bowers (RB/LB) So.
and we’ve had a lot of fun.
Top newcomers: Layne Wood (RB/
We’ve really enjoyed it.”
DB) Sr., Ethan Smith (QB/DB) Jr., Carter
Sommers feels that the
NWC will be as competitive as ever this season.
“So for us, it’s the same something we’ve talked a Pugh said.
“We have such great
Spencerville football that lot about this summer. We
Added senior linebacker coaches in our league,
we love – being physical
certainly have been put(and running back)
who all do an awesome
and running the ball,”
ting a lot of work in there. Keegan Goecke (180
job; and we have great
Sommers said with a
We lost some good guys
pounds), “I feel that this
players in the league too,”
smile.
on that side of the ball.”
year, we’ll have a pretty
Sommers said. “We have
On the defensive side of
Senior (offensive and
solid defense. I think
so much respect for every
the ball, the Bearcats were defensive) lineman Isaiah we’ve had pretty good
team that we play. You
difficult to push around
Pugh (220), feels like
chemistry, so far. So, I’m
know you have to bring
in 2019. They were first
things started to click on pretty confident.”
your best to
in the NWC on rushing
the defensive side of the
With the COVID-19
every game. No matter
yards allowed (102.2 per
ball during summer camp. pandemic forcing the
what week it is, there’s
game) and first downs
“On the defensive line – cancellation of both seven- always going to be some
allowed (9.3 per contest). we have a good number of on-sevens and scrimtough battles. We will go
“We need to get betguys back. We’re looking
mages, Sommers and his
week by week, and hopeter as a defensive unit,”
pretty strong and doing
coaching staff was forced fully can get better as we
Sommers said. “That’s
some good things, so far,” to take a little different
go on.”

SPENCERVILLE

Ringwald (HB/DB) So., Sy Morris (TE/
DL) Jr., Dylan Cook (OL/LB) So., Dustin
Bohyer (OL/DL) Jr., Heath Gaskill (OL/
DL) Jr.
Season outlook: “Like always – when
you lose a really good senior class, you
have new guys coming in. So, it’s going
to be important to get them up to speed,
quickly. And they’re giving a great effort. …
They’re doing an awesome job.”
SCHEDULE
Aug. 28 
Crestview
Sept. 4 
at Delphos Jefferson
Sept. 11 
at Paulding
Sept. 18 
NWC Tournament
Sept. 25 
NWC Tournament
Oct. 2 
NWC Tournament
Oct. 8 
OHSAA Tournament
All games begin at 7 p.m.

2020 Spencerville
GOOD LUCK
TO ALL THE
BEARCATS!

OH-70200538L

stores.healthmart.com/canalpharmacy
stores.healthmart.com/canalpharmacy
canalpharmacy.com

Spencerville, OH

Spencerville, OH

(419)
(419)647-4584
647-4584

BEARCATS

THOMAS E. BAYLIFF
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Spencerville
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Young Leipsic squad looks to build on success
By Jim Naveau

earned some sort of AllBlanchard Valley Conference honors last season.
Walther was secondteam all-conference as
a defensive back. Offensive lineman Lorenzo
Martinez, wide receiver
Tyler Sickmiller and linebacker Adrian Carrillo
were on the third team
and defensive tackle/running back Gabe Jiminez
received honorable mention.
Defensive back/running back Fabian Pena,
expected to be one of the
leaders of the team after
being third-team All-BVC
last year, will miss the
season because of a foot
injury that happened
during basketball season.
“We will be incredibly
young so that will cause
some growing pains.
There is a lot of talent
but the youth will need
to grow up quickly,”
Kirkendall said.
Junior Dillan Niese
will be the starting quarterback. He alternated
with Drew Liffick at that
position last year before
a broken collarbone kept
him out of the second
half of the season.
“His strength right
now is running the football. He’s a big strong
kid,” Kirkendall said.
With Walther returning, that could mean
Leipsic’s offense will
be run oriented again.
Kirkendall says Walther
is “bigger, stronger and
faster” than he was last
season.
Leipsic has three twoway starter and three

jnaveau@limanews.com

LEIPSIC — On its
way to 11 wins and a
regional runner-up finish last season Leipsic’s
football team found ways
to adjust.
Maybe the most
notable adjustment came
after leading rusher Cole
Williamson suffered a
torn anterior cruciate
ligament in the final
regular-season game
and Lorenzo Walther
emerged as high level
threat out of the backfield when he averaged
106 yards rushing and
scored six touchdowns
in the Vikings’ three
playoff games.
Leipsic is hoping for
more discoveries like
that this year with a
young team in what
coach Joe Kirkendall
says is a transition season.
“I don’t know if we’ve
ever had a year where
we were this young,”
said Kirkendall, who is
in his tenth season at
Leipsic.
“We have six seniors,
we have 10 juniors. It’s a
good junior class. I really, really like our junior
class. But we’re going
to be young. That’s the
transition part. We have
some very talented freshmen and they’re going to
find their way onto the
field right off the bat,”
he said.
Even with a young
roster Leipsic will have
eight returning starters
and five players who

St. John’s

Jefferson

From page 19C

From page 19C

to a 4-2-5 last year. The
Blue goes will return to
the 4-2-5 this year.
“Last year there was
a lot of feeling out
with the new defense,”
Schulte said. “This year
they’re more ready to
go.’’
The Blue Jays haven’t
won the state championship in 10 years
(2010). Their last
playoff appearance came
in 2017.
But Schulte is a lot
more focused on the
day-to-day grind.
“The biggest thing is
to do the little things in
practice,” Schulte said.
“We’ve talked technique
and the attitude has
been good.’’

year and ran some special packages (at quarterback) last year.’’
Two starters are back
on the offensive line,
tackle Seth Estle and
guard Skyler Voorhees.
Eli Kill takes over at
center.
Tanner Voorhees
returns at tight end and
Rahrig said, “We’ll get
him the ball.’’
J.T. Taviano, the
team’s leading rusher
with 635 yards and four
TDs, has returned to
Perry.
So Jacob Simmons
and Cole Hoersten, who
both played running
back and wide receiver
last year, will be the
main ball carriers.
With a one-back set,

Richard Parrish | The Lima News

Leipsic’s Lorenzo Walther, a stand-out as a defensive back, emerged as one of the Vikings’ top runners in the playoffs last season.

freshmen projected to be
in the two-deep roster.
Lorenzo Martinez will
go both ways at defensive end and right guard.
Adrian Carrillo will play
middle linebacker and
center and Walther will
be at outside linebacker
and running back. Freshman Trent Siefker is
projected as a starter at
wide receiver and freshmen Estevan Carrillo
and Jacob Scheckelhoff
are backups at halfback
and strong safety.

both will see time at
running back and wide
receiver.
Sophomore Trent
Teman is a veteran wide
receiver, who may see
action at quarterback in
special packages.
The Wildcats will also
feature sophomore wide
receivers Andrew Miller,
Levi Rode, Cody Bailey
and Lucas Grothaus.
Jefferson scored 18
points per game, which
was last in the NWC.
On defense, seven
return from a unit that
needs to improve on yielding 49 per game last year.
Jefferson plans to run a
4-2-5 defense.
Skyler Voorhees is back
on the defensive line,
while Tanner Voorhees
returns to his defensive
end spot.
Estle returns to lead the
linebackers.
Simmons and Bailey

LEIPSIC

the quarterback job before an injury
ended his season. He and tailback Lorenzo
Walther are two of the reasons the run
COACH: Joe Kirkendall
game will be a significant part of Leipsic’s
YEARS AT SCHOOL: Tenth (87-28 and
offense.
106-49 overall)
TOP NEWCOMERS: Trent Siefker (WR)
LAST YEAR’S RECORD: 11-2, 7-1 BVC
Fr.; Estevan Carrillo (RB) Fr.; Jacob
DIVISION: VII
Scheckelhoff (DB) Fr.
RETURING LETTERMEN: 12
LEIPSIC SCHEDULE
RETURNING STARTERS: Hayden Hiegel
Aug. 28 
Riverdale
(RB/LB) Soph.; Dillan Niese (QB/LB)
Sept. 4 
at Liberty-Benton
Jr.; Tyler Sickmiller (WR/DB) Sr.; Gabe
Sept. 11 
Pandora-Gilboa
Jiminez (RB/DT) Sr.; Lorenzo Walther
Sept. 18 
at Arlington
(RB/LB) Sr.; Adrian Carrillo (C/LB) Jr.;
Sept. 26 
at LCC
Brayden Casteel (OG/LB) Jr.; Lorenzo
Oct. 2 
McComb
Martinez (OG/DE) Sr.
Oct. 9 
OHSAA Playoffs
PLAYERS TO WATCH: Dillan Niese shared All games begin at 7 p.m.

DELPHOS JEFFERSON
COACH: Ben Rahrig
Year at School, Record: Second year
Last year’s record: 1-9 (0-7 NWC)
Division: VI
Returning Lettermen: 8
Returning starters: Colin Bailey (Jr., RB/
WR to QB/CB); Skyler Voorhees (Sr., G/
DL); Jacob Simmons (Jr., RB/WR/CB);
Cole Hoersten (Soph., RB/WR/S); Tanner
Voorhees (Soph., TE/DE); Seth Estle (Sr.,
OT/LB); Trent Teman (Soph., WR/QB/S).
Offense: Spread, 1-back

are back at cornerback,
however, younger players
could occasionally spell
quarterback Bailey on
defense.
Hoersten and Teman
are the veteran safeties.
A huge key is how
quickly the young Wildcats can jell.
“We’re very young,”
Rahrig said. “The key is
for them to understand
they’ll make mistakes,

Defense: 4-2-5
Top newcomers: Andrew Miller (Soph.,
WR/S); Levi Rode (Soph., WR/LB); Jesse
Long (Soph., OL); Owen Miller (Sr., OL);
Cody Bailey (Soph., WR); Lucas Grothaus
(Soph., WR).
SCHEDULE
Aug. 28 
Paulding
Sept. 4 
Spencerville
Sept. 11 
at Crestview
Sept. 18 
NWC Tournament
Sept. 25 
NWC Tournament
Oct. 2 
NWC Tournament
Oct. 9 
OHSAA playoffs

but to not let their spirit
get down and keep playing hard. It’s difficult for
freshmen and sophomores
to playing against juniors
and seniors, but they are
good kids and they play
hard.’’
It marks Rahrig’s second year as Jefferson’s
head coach, which gives
him an early advantage
over last year.
“The coaching staff is

more on the same page,”
he said. “But we’re putting so many new guys in
there and there’s not a lot
of depth.
“We did have good
attendance at our summer
weight lifting and conditioning and they gained
it all back from when we
had to shut down. They
guys we have seem to jell,
like each other and work
hard.’’

2020 Leipsic

VIKINGS

OH-70200530L

102 Liberty St
Columbus Grove
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Pandora-Gilboa to focus on winning
By Jose Nogueras

jnogueras@aimmediamidwest.com

PANDORA — Focus.
Focus. Focus.
Pandora-Gilboa head
coach Matt Hershey is
preaching this to his
Rockets this year after
enduring a 5-5 season
last year that could have
easily been an eight or
nine win season.
The Rockets lost three
of their games by 10
points or less in 2019.
“We showed flashes of
greatness,” Hershey said.
“Unfortunately it was for
a quarter or for a half
most of the time. I think
we would find our way
to hurt ourselves in the
second half a lot of times
and in four league losses
and a non-conference loss
we had the lead at halftime or were within one
score the entire game.”
With 12 returners back
from last year’s squad
including all-state receiver Bryce Basinger, Hershey said he expects his
team to provide the necessary focus to achieve a
winning season.
“These guys had to
learn to win ball games
and they learned quickly
it wasn’t good enough to
just be there,” Hershey
said. “They learned to
play four quarters and
hunker down and get
some things done and I
think and we are going to
return quite a few players
and I think they understand what it is going to
take to win games.”
Basinger had a huge
year at the receiving position and highlights an
offense that also returns
receivers Bryan Pugh,
Blake Steiner, along
with quarterback Silas
Schmenk and running
back Sam Burkholder.
Schmenk was the
league leader in touchdown passes last season
as well as passing yards
and was a third-team AllBVC selection.
The Rockets also
return two starters from
their offensive line in
Gavin Biery and Thomas
Hovest.Both of them are
three-year starters.
“We do feel confident
we have centerpieces to
work with we just need to
get some of the guys who
have not played as much
varsity up to speed as fast
as we can,” Hershey said.
The same holds true
for the defense as many
of these offensive players
will be manning positions
on the defensive side of
the ball.

Biery was a third-team
all-BVC selection last
year and will anchor the
defensive line.
The Rockets will have
to replace standout Isaac
Stahl, an all-state performer and one of the
league leaders in career
tackles in school history.
He holds the mark for
tackles in a game and
tackles in a season.
“We are missing him as
a stud in the middle but
Sam Burkholder is going
to take over that spot and
is a very qualified player.
He was second-team allBVC as a linebacker last
year,” Hershey said. “He
is ready to take on his
role as the run stopper.
Chuck Ritchey returns
as a linebacker and Cole
Wentz is back and he
played as defensive linelinebacker position last
year.
Defensive back Basinger is the mainstay in the
secondary with Schmenk
back at safety and Brian
Pugh and Blake Steiner
filling out the backfield.
One player Hershey
said could make an
impact is freshman Aiden
Morris.
“We have to find a way
to get him on the field
as receiver or defensive
back,” Hershey said. “He
is going to play it is just
a matter of where he is
most comfortable at but
we are going to ease him
in to Friday night action.”
With a veteran squad
and an off site facility to
train in the Hershey said
he feels the team is pretty
much right on course for
the season and preparation has gone smoothly
despite the pandemic
restrictions.
“We have had good
attendance and the kids
have been showing up,”
Hershey said. “I don’t
know if it is the kids
want to show up or the
parents want them out
of the house but we did
not have any trouble getting them here which is
refreshing.”
With no seven on seven
practices, Hershey added
this hurts the incoming
freshmen.
But more importantly
the Rockets are set back
without preseason scrimmages because they do
not have enough players
to have an intrasquad
scrimmage.
“We can go one’s vs.
one’s but our one’s on
offense are our one’s on
defense,” Hershey said.
“That is kind of an issue
for us but I feel in a

Pandora-Gilboa’s Silas Schmenk, coming off a big year, is back to lead the Rockets’ offense behind center.

strong way that we need
some form of a scrimmage.”
Like every coach, the
opening part of the season will be crucial in a
number of factors.
“We are going to have
to go in blindly with
some of our players and
trust them and let the
chips fall where they do,”
Hershe said. “We are
going to have to react
what we are seeing in
real time. We are going to
have to see what is happening on the field and
act accordingly.”

PANDORA-GILBOA
Coach: Matt Hershey
Year at School, Record: Fourth (26-9)
Last year’s record: 5-5 (3-4 BVC)
Division: VII
Returning Lettermen: 12
Returning starters: Bryce Basinger (Sr.,
WR/DB), Reid Liechty (Sr., RB/DL), Bryan
Pugh (Sr., WR/DB), Silas Schmenk (Jr.,
QB. DB), Elam Suter (K), Blake Steiner
(WR/DB), Sam Burkholder (RB/LB),
Gavin Biery (OL, DL), Carson Altman (OL/
DL), Thomas Hovest (OL, .
Top newcomers: Aiden Morris (WR/DB),
Tanner Liechty (LB), Carson Meyer (LB),
Ethan Luginbill (RB/LB), Wyatt Russell
(LB).

Season Outlook: With the uncertainty
surrounding the 2020 season it is hard to
say how I think the season will unfold. All
I know is that I have 43 student athletes
that have been working the tails off since
late May for a chance to compete in a
sport that they love. If we can continue to
work hard then we should be competitive
against anyone who may end up on our
schedule. The ball bounces the right way
for players that give it their all.
SCHEDULE
Aug. 28 
at Cory-Rawson
Sept. 4 
Arlington
Sept. 11 
at Leipsic
Sept. 18 
TBA
Sept. 25
McComb
Oct. 2 
at Liberty Benton
All games begin at 7 p.m.

2020 Pandora-Gilboa

TED'S MARKET
& MINI MART
The Little Store That
Does Everything

OH-70200535L

Grocery Catering Shell Gas

311 E Washington St - Pandora
419-384-3407
OH-70200555L

ROCKETS
INSURANCE

419-384-3286
Auto • Home
Farm • Life

102 Liberty St
Columbus Grove
419-659-5151

Go
Rockets!

408 N Elm St
Ottawa
419-523-5151
www.IrwinRealEstate.com

Krista Hughes
419-302-5359

File Photo
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Experienced Commodores ready for another big run
By Jose Nogueras

ers returning. Anchored
by third team All-Ohio
selection Damarion GibPerry reached new
son, the Commodores also
heights last year in terms have back first-team Allof success.
NWCC and all-northwest
The Commodores capdistrict Hunter Klett and
tured their first Northwest second team all league
Central Conference title
choice Elijah Caudill.
and a spot in the playoffs
Senior Tim Hendley is
where they also achieved
also a returning letterwina new first by securing a
ner on the line.
postseason victory.
Two of the three startBut the most imporing receivers also return
tant thing head coach
for the Commodores.
Dan Baker said this team
The Commodores also
gained last year was expe- picked up a transfer, J.T.
rience and he is looking
Taviano from Delphos
for this year’s squad to
Jefferson. Taviano led Jefharness what they learned ferson last year in rushing
and continue their winwith more than 600 yards.
ning ways this year.
Because this is pretty
“We do a good job of
much the same personnel,
staying consistent for the Baker said the offense is
second half of the season
going to work on what
and got a lot of guys
they do best and that is
experience,” Baker said.
spreading the field, utiliz“At the beginning of the
ing its speed, as well as
season we started with 23 work on ball control and
kids and 16 to 18 didn’t
its power attack.
have varsity experience.
“We got a lot of speed
You know it was going to and try to get some of that
be a growing year but for speed out in space but at
the type of growing we
the same time you have
were able to do was pretty to be able to run between
impressive.”
the tackles,” Baker said.
The Commodores
“In our four losses, three
return 18 letterwinners
during the regular season,
from last year’s playoff
if we could have run the
contender and it should
ball between the tackles
provide some stability
that would have helped a
coming into an uncertain little bit more. I think that
season.
is going to be a big focus
“At the end of the day
for us is how we control
were mainly sophomores
the ball.”
last year if I had to put
Unlike the offense, the
a number on it,” Baker
defense has a few more
said. “Now we have a lot
players to replace howof guys that are juniors
ever, Baker points out the
and a handful of seniors
team had a strong rotation
with a lot of experience
with a lot of the current
with a playoff experience
players seeing their fair
so when that is your lead- share of action.
ership group it is pretty
Jackson, who was just
helpful.”
as instrumental on offense
Even though they do
than on defense, will have
have experience and some to be replaced but the
big wins under their belts, Commodores have a lot
Baker said they do not
of talent to hopefully fill
try to harp on last year’s
those huge cleats.
success and focus on more
Defensive back Devares
what they can accomplish Glenn, the NWCC player
this year.
of the year and secondOn the offense, the
team All-Ohio honoree,
Commodores need to
is the mainstay on the
replace all-state standout
defense and he will have
Chazz Jackson and runplenty of help. Glenn had
ning back Cameron Dal72 tackles and five interton but there are plenty of ceptions last season.
candidates for the role.
Up front, Gibson, a firstPerry will be strong in
team All-NWCC selection
the quarterback area with on the offensive line, is
Ryan Yingst returning
joined by JaQuarius Ausunder center. Yingst was
tin on the defensive line.
a first-team All-NWCC
The linebacking unit
selection. Yingst passed
pretty much returns everyfor 1,564 yards and 21
one with Isaiah Cox and
touchdowns and rushed
Jehu Munez, along with
for 828 yards and 15
Klett.
touchdowns.
“At the end of the day
Experience is also abun- you can only hope guys
dant on the offensive line repeat that same producas well with all five starttion last year and try to
jnogueras@aimmediamidwest.com

Don Speck | The Lima News

Ryan Yingst is back behind center for Perry. Last year, Yingst passed for 1,556 yards and rushed for 836 yards and combined for 36
touchdowns.

PERRY

Anthonie Turner (Jr.), Ayden Simpson
(So.), Rayeanne Turner (So.), Isaiah
Sanders (So.), Jvontae Cousey (So.)
Coach: Dan Baker
Years at school, record: Third, 12-8 Brooke Pfeifer (So.), Braylon Ardner
Last year’s record: 8-4, (7-0, NWCC) (Fr.), Jason Thomas (Fr.), Kadin Jones
(Fr.).
Division: VII
Season outlook: With all the
Returning Lettermen: 17
uncertainty right now with the
Returning starters: Davares Glenn
climate that we are in, I am proud
(Sr., WR/DB), JaQuarius Austin (Sr.,
of the young men/women on this
LB/WR), Tim Hendly (Sr., (OL/DL),
team and how they have handled
Isaiah Cox (Sr., OL/DL), Jehu Muniz
the adversity of it all, though I am
(Jr., (OL, LB), Hunter Klett (Jr., OL/
LB), Demetrius Johnson (Jr., OL/DL), not surprised. These young student
athletes handled adversity all season
Demarion Gibson (Jr., OL/DL), Ryan
last year, from being a team that
Yingst (Jr., QB/DB), Terry Riley (Jr.,
more than three-fourths of which
WR/DB), Andrew Clavell (Jr., WR/
DB), Cameron Nutt (Jr., OL/DL), Ty’re had never had a varsity letter in
football before, to starting the season
Sibert (So., RB/DB), Elijah Caudill
0-3. This group battled every day to
(So., OL/DL), J.T. Taviano (Sr. ,RB/
get better and went on the longest
LB), Dyonte Parker (Sr., WR/LB).
Top newcomers: Wyatt McElroy (Sr.), winning streak in school history
with eight wins in a row, the first
Kobe Ochieng (Jr.), Anthonie Turner
conference championship in school
(Jr.), Brayden Knight (Jr.), James
Shorter (Jr.), Jacquell Horrison (Jr.),
history, and the first playoff victory in

improve on it and replace
the production we lost,”
Baker said.
Without preseason
scrimmages or summer
camps, Baker understands
there is a lot of work to be
done prior to the season.
“I say at the end of
the day it’s a whole team
process,” Baker said. “All
take a third stance if other
guys are saying offense
and defense I say special
teams is hard to simulate
when it is just practice,”

Baker said. “I would also
agree that offensively and
defensively your timing is
going to be a little different.”
Baker added that defensively coaches are looking
at tackling and how that is
going to be affected.
“At the end of the
day every team is going
through the same struggle,” Baker said. “With
small schools like us you
have less kids to work
with and maybe you can’t

school history. This senior class also
has an added incentive, the two four
year letter winners at Perry, Glenn
and Hendley, have the opportunity
to be the winningest class in school
history. Those two were members
of the 1st ever playoff team, the first
ever conference championship team
and the first ever playoff victory team.
Those two young men have achieved
so many things to be proud of, and
hopefully they can end their careers
on the same positive note that
they began it on in their freshman
campaign.
SCHEDULE
Aug. 28 
at Elgn
Sept. 4 
Crestline
Sept. 11 
USV
Sept. 18 
at Riverside
Sept. 25 
Hardin Northern
Oct. 2 
at Lehman
Oct. 9 
OHSAA playoffs
All games begin at 7 p.m.

simulate as much. But in
the same concept everybody nobody has scrimmages so it is just a matter
of who prepares well and
comes out ready to go.”
With a wealth of experience and talent, expectations are high for another
big season, however,
Baker said he is focused
on what they can do this
year and it will again take
a major effort to have a
repeat performance of last
year.

“You never know what
is going to happen with
injuries and what is going
on in the world but we try
to talk that our expectations with the guys that
are around or were around
need to continue to
improve every day and get
better each day,” Baker
said. “We keep pushing
and hopefully guys follow
through with that and if
they get better every day
we should be better this
year.

Waynesfield-Goshen looks to make impact
By Jose Nogueras

jnogueras@aimmediamidwest.com

WAYNESFIELD –
Seven points.
That was the
difference that cost
Waynesfield-Goshen a
spot in the playoffs last
year as the Tigers ended
up 7-3 after losing to
Hardin Northern, 21-14,
in the last game of the
season.
But even though W-G
came up short, head
coach Shane Wireman
sees another successful
season in 2020.
“I think we just
learned to compete in
those close games,”
Wireman said. “We
moved from 5-5 to 7-3
last year and started
getting a little more in
the mix and seeing the
kids grow and overcome
adversity. We ended the

year with a tough game
against Hardin Northern
on the road that went
down to the wire so that
kind of throws a log on
the fire to motivate you
for the offeseason and
guys have been working
really hard.”
Yes, the Tigers will
have to replace the
talents of Kyle Searson
and Joel Rickle, both
who were forces on both
sides of the ball but
Wireman said they have
a lot of quality players
returning and a lot of
young players ready to
prove themselves.
“We graduated some
experience with some
good seniors but I told
those guys they can kind
of be the road map to
show those guys what
good football looks like,”
Wireman said. “The
File photo
See WAYNESFIELD | 24C Waynesfield-Goshen quarterback Connor Roberts is a three-year starter and looking to make an impact for the Tigers this year.
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Hardin Northern wants success to continue
By Jose Nogueras

jnogueras@aimmediamidwest.com

Hardin Northern head
coach Travis Rettig said
he feels the Polar Bears
got over the hump last
year after making it to the
postseason. This year he
hopes the team continue
its winning ways and
remains confident with
a number of top players
returning from last year’s
squad.
The Polar Bears made it
to the playoffs after winning its final game of the
season against Waynesfield-Goshen to qualify for
the postseason.
“We talked for the last
several seasons getting
over that hump, getting
over that hill,” Rettig said.
“We were getting better
at 3-7 and 4-6 and it felt
like we are there and just
needed to take it one step
further and those seniors
were three and four year
starters and they finally
developed into the leaders

we were looking for and
willed us to make it to the
playoffs and that is what
we are looking to build off
this year.”
The Polar Bears return
a solid foundation to
work with as most of
the returners, like their
predecessors are three
and four year starters.
Rettig added this group
of seniors show the same
leadership skills and
team camaraderie that is
necessary to develop the
younger players into better player.
Back is quarterback
Nevin Robson and the
versatile Owen Wetherill,
who rushed for 1,139
yards and 18 touchdowns
and also caught 26 passes
for 364 yards and two
touchdowns. Also back to
bolster the running game
is Brock Hipsher.
Also back is four of the
five offensive lineman
that includes Lance Good,
a first-team all-NWCC
selection that recorded 22

pancake blocks.
Rettig expects the
Polar Bears to run more
a 4-wide receiver set this
year than last season and
adds that there is a battle
among the sophomores,
juniors and seniors as to
who is going to fill those
other receiver positions
out.
Defensively, Hipsher is
the lone linebacker returning so Rettig said there
are spots to be filled there
and in the secondary Robson and Wetherill return.
Brandon Henicle, Mason
Roby and Good return on
the line.
“They know mistakes
are going to happen but
being aggressive still and
playing fast,” Rettig said.
“They hold each other
accountable and that is
really going to go a long
way with the season.”
Rettig added that by
making the playoffs last
season the team finished
on a high note and even
though they lost lost in

HARDIN NORTHERN
Coach: Travis Rettig
Year at School: Second
Last year’s record: 8-3 (6-1 NWCC)
Division: VII
Returning Lettermen: 11
Returning letterwinners: Owen
Wetherill, Lance Good, Wade Crooks,
Mason Roby, Brook Hipsher, Navin
Robson, Kobee Hooker, Cody Warmbrod,
Wesley Newton, Brandon Henicle
Top newcomers: Cole Morris, Davis
Whitaker, Trent Castle, Kaden Carpenter,

the first round of the
playoffs, the team was still
feeling good about making the postseason and
that has carried into the
off season.
“That made them hungry going into the off
season and so we had a
pretty good off season
and the work ethic I have
seen from them has been
great,” Rettig said.
Even though the Polar
Bears bring back some
talented experience, there
are holes that still need to

Colby Curtis Connor Curtis, Carter Curtis,
Justin Reffitt.
Season Outlook: We want to compete in
the top half of the NWCC and continue to
build/improve from last year.
SCHEDULE
Aug. 28 
at Waynesfield-Goshen
Sept. 4 
at Ridgedale
Sept. 11 
Ridgemont
Sept. 18 
Lehman
Sept. 25 
at Perry
Oct. 2 
Riverside
Oct. 8 
OHSAA playoffs
All games begin at 7 p.m.

be filled and without any
scrimmages Rettig will
be looking for answers to
players and positions.
“It really makes those
question marks even
bigger question marks,”
Rettig said. “There are
other spots up for grabs
and it is kind of hard to
evaluate when you are
going against your own
guys. Week one, without
a scrimmage is kind of
going to be a trial run for
a lot of those positions.”
Rettig adds that the

key to another successful campaign in 2020 is
to get with some wins
and with what he calls an
impressive off season is
confident the Polar Bears
can build on what they
accomplished last year.
“I think if we get out of
the gates early and take
care of business week one,
week two, week three
and just take it one week
at time I think that is a
recipe for success,” Rettig
said. “They have put in
the work.”

USV looks to take advantage of opportunites
By Jose Nogueras

need a find a way to turn
that corner and eliminate
turnovers and that is a big
Upper Scioto Valley
thing this year.”
wants to turn the corner
With a year under their
this year.
belts Hurley and Rohrs
The Rams went 4-6
should be able to protect
last year and head coach
the pigskin better and the
Dustin Price knows a few Rams will look to move
less turnovers and a few
the ball more with receivmore scores in the red
er/running back Connor
zone and the team might
Sanders and tight end
have produced a winning
Tristan Fisher are back
record.
this year.
Price is hoping this
But these guys will
year the players returning need to rely on a rebuilt
understand that as a num- offensive line with only
ber of skilled players are
one starting returning up
back for the Rams includ- front.
ing quarterback Kadyn
“We have only one guy
Hurley and running back
on the line but we have
Jackson Rorhs.
some new guys come out
A total of eight returnthis year and I think we
ing letter winners are
will be pretty solid there,”
back.
Price said. “We are still
“Last year we were com- trying to solidify a few
petitive in every game but spots.”
two and that was a good
Defensively, Price said
the Rams will boost a lot
sign that we were commore team speed and a litpeting week in and week
tle more athletic. Sanders
out,” Price said. “We just

for an NWCC title but also
evaluating the team and
UPPER SCIOTO VALLEY
its talent.
“We do have a few quesCoach: Dustin Price
tion marks in spots and
Year at School: fourth year (11-19)
Last year’s record: 4-6 (2-5 NWCC)
without having scrimmagDivision: VII
es we don’t know what
Returning Lettermen: 8
we have for sure until
Returning letterwinners: Kadyn Hurley
we see live competition
(Jr.), Jason Helton (So.), Connor Sanders
so there could be some
(Jr.), Tristan Fisher (Jr.), Jackson Rohrs
major changes following
(Jr.), Chandler Leonard (Jr.), Rhyley
week one because nobody
Vermillion (Sr.), Blaine Castle (So.)
knows,” Price said.
In the end Price said the
key to the season is elimianchors the defensive line. find that medium of getgame approach,” Price
nating turnovers and take
As a sophomore, Sanders ting those younger guys
said. “With our conference advantage of opportunities
recorded 68 tackles and
and inexperienced players and two division winners and pointed out they were
a conference leading 11
learn the basics and then
we still want to play for
only 30 percent efficient
sacks. He was a a firstwhile still pushing the
a conference title …so
in the red zone.
team All-NWCC choise.
older guys to keep advanc- I would say the overall
“We have to capitalize
Because of the amount
ing their skill sets,” Price scheme, yes there is a
on those opportunities
of returners and starters,
said. “We have been focus- different approach but
because they don’t come
Price said the focus has
ing on the basics.”
we still have to go week
often,” Price said. “Now
been on bringing together
Even though the sched- by week to attack these
that everybody makes
as unit.
ule has changed Price
games.”
the playoffs so anything
“We have such a mixed said the preparation and
Price said this makes
can happen….As long
group of experienced
approach remains the
the early games vitally
as we are clicking on all
cylinders we will see what
players and inexperienced same.
important in the sense
guys that we are trying to
“I think it is a game-by- that they want to compete happens.”

Waynesfield

the importance of the
running game.
“I look for us to lean
a little bit more to the
passing game with
having the experience at
the quarterback position
and receivers,” Wireman
said. “We are going to
try and be balanced
and keep teams honest
and you have to scout
yourself.”
Defensively, like
most years, many of
the Tigers will be going
both ways.
Wireman said he
would like to see a little
more rotation on the
defensive line.
Sophomore Aiden
Biederman will see
time on the line and as
linebacker.
The Tigers will
have to rebuild the
linebacking group after
losing four players to
graduation.
In the secondary
Joseph Broadman, who
has not been a starter,
will get a chance this
year as will Avery
Durham and Jaden
Elliott that should be in
the mix as well,
“Defensively we are
going to be multiple,”
Wireman said. “We are
starting to see more
and more spread teams
so we look to use that
three man front more

jnogueras@amimediamidwest.com

three-year starter.
“I think we have some
good depth in the skilled
positions,” Wireman
From page 23C
said. “We are not sitting
biggest thing is we want in a bad spot and are
to focus on is being that good for what we have
for a small school
family. We are going to
program.”
have some young guys
But Wireman knows
out there so at moments
it will be the efforts of
we will look young and
the offensive line that
we just want to make
will enable the Tigers’
sure we don’t get too
offense to move the ball
low in those moments
and second-team Alland pick each other up
NWCC tackle Austin
and then build on the
Birt anchors the line.
positive.”
Adding experience
The Tigers offense
on the line is Ryder
may have lost the oneSiebeneck, a three-year
two combo of Rickle
starter and sophomore
and Searson from the
Chase Dunson returns at
backfield but three-year center.
stater Cooper Roberts
“We have three guys
returns behind center to back solid there and we
provide solid leadership. have a couple of spots
Looking to help
on the left side and
fill the void in the
seeing who is going
running game will be
to win those spots,”
Blake Barnes, who
Wireman said. “Right
saw valuable minutes
now we have a couple
last two season and
of sophomore and a
will be called on to be
couple of freshmen so
the Tigers’ featured
it is a very competitive
tailback. Joining Barnes situation so we are
will be sophomore
going to see who are
Hunter Craig at
going to win those spots
fullback.
right now.”
Roberts will have
Wireman looks to
plenty of targets to
bolster the passing
choose from in the
game again this year
passing game with
with Roberts at the
three seniors returning
helm and a veteran
highlighted by
receiving corps but at
Layton Campbell, a
the same understands

Top newcomers: Kevin Smith (So.)
Season Outlook: We need to limit
turnovers and capitalize on every
opportunity. Defense need to fly to the
football.
SCHEDULE
Aug. 28 
Ridgedale
Spet. 4 
At Elgin
Sept. 11 
at Perry
Sept. 18 
at Crestline
Sept. 25 
Riverside
Oct. 2 
Waynesfield-Goshen
Oct. 9 
OHSAA Playoffs

WAYNESFIELD-GOSHEN
Coach: Shane Wireman
Year at School: Fifth year
Last year’s record: 7-3 (4-3 NWCC)
Division: VII
Returning Lettermen: 10
Returning starters: Layton Campbel
(Sr., WR/DB), Austin Birt (Sr., OL/DL),
Cooper Roberts (Jr., QB, LB), Blake
Barnes (Jr., RB/LB), Ryder Siebenek (Jr.,
OL/DL), Chase Sunson (So., OL/DL),
Aiden Biederman (So., FB/LB), Joran
Miller (Sr., WR/LB), Hunter Craig (So.,
FB/LB), Bryan Ferris (Sr., WR/DB)
Top newcomers: Logan Webb (So, OL/
DL), Jayden Eliott (So., WR/DB), Hayden
Fox (So., OL/DL)

and more than we have
in the past and we
want to bring a little
more pressure with the
blitz,” Wireman said.
“We are going to bring
some pressure out of
necessity to make up
for the experience
so that will keep the
offense guessing where
the pressure is coming
from.”
Wireman said without
a spring or summer
to work on things the
emphasis has been on
being the best a player
can be at practice in
order for the coaching
staff to evaluate
individuals and who
might start and who
might sit.

Season Outlook: This season brings with
it a whole new set of challenges, lots of
young guys will need to step up in order
for us to have a solid season this year. I
look forward to seeing our guys grow and
develop. Ultimately I’m just excited that
the guys are getting to play some football,
when so many things are unknown at this
point.
SCHEDULE
Aug. 28 — Hardin Northern
Sept. 4 — at Ridgemont
Sept. 11 — Crestline
Sept. 18 —at Ridgedale
Sept. 25 — Lehman
Oct. 2 — at USV
Oct. 9 — OHSAA Playoffs
All games begin at 7 p.m.

“We have been very
open with them that
some open spots are
very competitive and
every rep matters so
you don’t want to do
anything that may
cause you to slide down
the depth chart and
knowing that there is
not a scrimmage around
the corner you have to
shine Monday through
Friday at practice which
is a great mindset to
bring anyway,” Wireman
said. “It has been good
but it has also been
uncomfortable.”
Wireman added that
preparation for the
six-game schedule is
pretty much the same
but pointed out that you

have also prepare for the
unknown and control
the things they control
up to this point and
not individuals not lose
their edge.
With every team
making the playoffs,
Wireman said the
important thing is to
get off to a quick start
and be playing your best
football by week seven
when the postseason
begins.
“I would say that is
everybody’s goal and
that is playing your
best football regardless
of your record when
that week seven rolls
around,” Wireman said.
“Obviously you want to
stay healthy.”

