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Offer of credit subject to credit approval.
NMLS# 424191

eMail

Dear Eagle, 

We started our marriage over 35 years ago with a
promise. Both of us wanted to live in a house that 
we built ourselves. You helped us get the loan in 
just 30 days. Thank you!

Sincerely, The Panning Family

eMail

Dear Eagle,Dear Eagle,

HOME MORTGAGES

Watch their story and 
start your conversation at 
First-Fed.com/EagleMail

2600 Allentown Rd., Lima | 419-224-2265 
2565 Shawnee Rd., Lima | 419-221-1312

PA N N I N G FA M I LY     NEW CONSTRUC TION HOMEOWNERS

Dream Loan. 
Dream Home.
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Jobs may be how many people earn their money, but 
there are other ways to generate income that may not 
require the level of effort of a nine-to-five gig. 

Passive income streams can be a great way to earn 
substantial amounts of money. Passive income can be 
earned through investing in stocks, money market funds, 
real estate, livestock, or savings bonds. Lending money 
also can provide passive income. Though such income 
streams are described as “passive,” they require an 
investment of time and/or money to get started. 

Passive income streams enable the average person 
to make some extra money without taking on a full-time 
job. Unlike active income, where the more you work the 
more you earn, passive income often generates a flat 
level of return over time without the same level of com-
mitment. 

Passive revenue streams are continually evolving. 
Modern passive investments are varied, and can include 
the following ideas.

Home-rental service
Popular sites like Vacation Rental By Owner (Vrbo®) 

and Airbnb put interested parties in touch with potential 

landlords. Vacation property owners or people who do 
not spend a lot of time at a primary residence may find 
this is a lucrative way to earn some extra money. Proper-
ties located in popular tourist areas may garner consid-
erable income.

Digital products
Digital items, such as expert advice guides, books, in-

formational articles, digital photography, digital artwork, 
and more can be sold online. The product only needs to 
be created once, and then it can be sold infinite more 
times to generate an ongoing revenue stream.

Peer-to-peer lending
According to the financial wellness site MyMoney-

Wizard.com, peer-to-peer lending (P2P) is the practice 
of lending money to borrowers who may not qualify for 
traditional loans. P2P is a growing market that removes 
large financial institutions from the lending process. 
Lenders serve as the “bank,” and the consumer pays in-
terest on the principal. The loans can be handled through 
an intermediary like The Lending Club, which is regulated 
by the Securities and Exchange Commission.

Real estate investment trusts
Real estate investment trusts, or REITs, offer the 

benefits of being a landlord without the hassle of deal-
ing with fixing broken pipes or handling rowdy tenants. 
REITs are like stocks in real estate market. You purchase 
a share in a company that owns, manages or invests in 
various real estate properties. The higher the dividend 
rates the higher the risk, so investors must weigh REIT 
considerations carefully.

Passive income streams are another way to earn 
extra money and can be lucrative for those who take 
time to invest.  

Potential passive income streams

All real estate advertised herein is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any preference, limitation or discrimination because of race,Color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status or national origin, or intention to make any such preference or limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not knowingly accept any advertising which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwellings are available on an equal opportunity basis. For further 
information,Call HUD, Toll Free at 1-800-669-9777. All houses subject to prior Changes without 
notice. The Lima News reserves the right to refuse any advertising which we deem unsuitable for 
any publication. No liability assumed for errors or omissions of advertisers from the index. Unless 
otherwise noted, all photographs, artwork and ad designs printed in Real Estate Marketplace are 
the sole property of The Lima News and may not be duplicated or reprinted without The Lima News’ 
express written permission. The Lima News and advertisers are not responsible for any typographical, 
production or ad Copy errors, including inaccurate information provided by advertisers.

Real Estate Marketplace is a monthly publication designed to bring home buyers 
and sellers together.

Published by The Lima News – Lima, OH 45807 – (419) 993-2040
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Renovating a home to improve its 
value can be a smart investment. Interior 
improvements, such as updating kitchens 
and baths, offer good return on invest-
ment, but there are plenty of exterior reno-
vations that can add value to a home and 
give it that coveted “wow” factor.

Landscaping
Abundant and well-planned landscaping 

can instantly boost curb appeal. According 
to the landscaping company Lawn Starter, 
71 percent of prospective home buyers say a 
home’s curb appeal is an important factor in 
their buying decisions. As buyers use the in-
ternet to look for their dream homes, there’s 
no denying a beautifully landscaped, nicely 
photographed property can entice buyers to 
click and read more about a house.

Address insects and minor repairs
Improving home value may come 

down to fixing areas of the home that 
can negatively affect its appeal to 
buyers. Hire an inspector to look at key 
components of the house and recom-
mend what needs to be fixed. This way it 
is discovered before home buyers come 
in and do their own inspections. Termite 
infestations, deteriorating roofs and 
hidden water leaks are some things that 
might need fixing. 

Improve the entryway
The front door is the focal point of a 

home’s exterior. Invest in a new door or 
paint it a striking color to add appeal.  
Remodeling magazine’s “Cost vs. Value 

Report 2019” indicates changing an entry 
door to a steel replacement can offer 74.9 
percent ROI. Such a door provides visual 
appeal and added security — things buy-
ers look for. In addition to the front door, 
make sure that the entryway has a level 
walkway, steps that are in good repair, 
accents that are free from rust or tarnish, 
and decorative plants.

Outdoor lighting
Outdoor lighting can add to the ambi-

ance of a property and serve as a security 
feature. Utilize different lights, such as 
a bright light by the entry, uplighting in 
trees and shrubs for drama, a light-lined 
path to the door to improve visibility, and 
motion-detection lights to improve the 
security of the property.

Repaint (or reside) the exterior
A fresh coat of paint or new (or 

cleaned) siding can instantly give 
homes a facelift. Neutral, warm and 
inviting colors tend to have the widest 
appeal. Adding manufactured stone 
veneer to the home can offer a 94.9 
percent ROI, says Remodeling. And after 
doing the front door and siding, invest-
ing in a garage door replacement offers 
the highest ROI of all exterior projects 
listed on the “Cost vs. Value Report 
2019.” This improvement returns 97.5 
percent when selling.

Knowing which improvements add 
value to a home can help homeowners 
tailor their efforts to those that are most 
financially beneficial.

Exterior renovations that can 
improve home value

Make Your Dream Home A Reality!
Liberty National Bank has the loan to meet your needs:

          •First-time homebuyers special
         •Construction loans
         •Fixed Rates
	 	 •USDA	loans	-	100%	financing	available
  •Variable Rates

Stop	by	or	fill	out	our	Online	Mortgage	application	at							
www.MyLiberty.bank.

Angela Dawn Hersh
Vice President of 
Mortgage	Lending

ahersh@MyLiberty.bank
NMLS	ID	#:	466766

Ada Office:	419-634-5015 Expect the Best®

www.MyLiberty.bank

Certain	restrictions	may	apply.		Subject	to	credit	approval.

Ryan J. Lane
Assistant Vice President

Mortgage	and	Consumer	Lender
rlane@MyLiberty.bank
NMLS	ID	#:	564318

Kenton Office:	419-673-1217
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Backyard sheds can be useful assets. 
Sheds can create storage space in the 
garage, basement or other areas of the 
house that have become gathering spots 
for gear typically used outdoors. Sheds 
are ideal for housing mowers, tools and 
even pool-care equipment. But they can 
be put to other uses as well, such as being 
key spots to engage in hobbies or even as 
a child’s clubhouse.

Various factors should be considered 
before building or buying a shed. A stor-
age shed can be a significant investment. 
Once placed, sheds may remain in their 
dedicated spots for years to come. That 
means careful thought should go into the 
planning process.

1. Check your local building codes 
first. Before you accumulate build-
ing materials or order a shed, be 

sure to know the ins and outs of shed codes. 
The codes may impact the shed’s place-
ment, construction, the materials used, 
size, and numerous other factors. It’s much 
easier to amend plans beforehand than to 
face the hassle and expense after learning 
you did things incorrectly.

2. Choose placement wisely. Spend 
several days assessing the yard 
and thinking about the uses for 

the shed. If you plan to store pool floats 
and chemicals inside of the shed, it should 
be located close enough to the pool to be 
convenient. Look at the lay of the land. If 
there is a soggy patch of land that can turn 
swampy under the shed’s foundation, that 
is a poor location choice. If you need access 

to electricity, placing it far away from the 
house could necessitate running expensive 
wiring. 

3. Consider the design. Just because 
a shed is for storage doesn’t mean 
aesthetics should be overlooked. 

Choose a shed style that complements your 
home. You may also want to match certain 
architectural features, like arched doorways 
or dormers. Design also may relate to prac-
ticality. For instance, storing a riding mower 
inside may necessitate dual doors that open 
widely.

4. Invest in quality materials. Spend-
ing a little more and using quality 
materials can ensure it lasts long 

enough to be cost-effective. The right mate-
rials will be resistant to splitting, cracking, 
decay, and insect damage.

5. Prepare the site well. A proper 
foundation for the shed is almost 
as important as the shed itself. You 

cannot just drop the shed on the lawn and 
leave it, as the shed can sink or structural is-
sues may arise if it is placed on a weak base. 

6. Blend into the environment. Sur-
round the shed with shrubs or 
plants so that it blends into the yard 

and complements the space.

7. Deck out the interior. Use every stor-
age tool at your disposal to maximize 
floor, wall and even rafter space for 

storage. Plan where items will be kept and 
customize the storage options around those 
locations.

Sheds can be an asset and improve 
storage capability in the backyard.

7 things to
consider when

buying a shed

Anyone wishing to attend the home ownership class must have submitted an 
application and been approved. Applications need to be received by LACCA 
no later than two weeks before the start of the class.

If your income is less than the amount listed on the 
chart below and you have not owned a home in the 
last three years and you want to purchase in Allen 
County, you may qualify to earn up to $6,000 for a 
down payment on a home in the City of Lima and up 
to $3,000 for a home in the rest of the County.

Home ownership classes are provided by the
Lima Allen Council on Community Affairs.

Need Help
With That

Down Payment?

For additional information contact the Home Ownership program at
419-227-0158 Ext. 122

(Qualifi cations may vary with different programs.)

1 PERSON 2 PEOPLE 3 PEOPLE 4 PEOPLE 5 PEOPLE 6 PEOPLE 7 PEOPLE 8 PEOPLE
City of

Lima Only

Allen County
Includes City of Lima

$31,300 $35,800 $40,250 $44,700 $48,300 $51,900 $55,450 $59,050

$25,480 $29,120 $32,760 $36,335 $39,260 $42,185 $45,110 $47,970
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peopLe
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4 
peopLe

5 
peopLe

6 
peopLe

7 
peopLe

8 
peopLe

City of 
Lima only $30,700 $35,100 $39,500 $43,850 $47,400 $50,900 $54,440 $57,900

If your income is less than the amount listed on the chart 
below and you have not owned a home in the last three 
years and you want to purchase in Allen County, you 
may qualify to earn up to $6,000 for a down payment on 
a home in the City of Lima and you may be eligible for 
limited funds in areas outside of the City.

4
0
6
8
0
0
2
0

$31,700 $37,400 $42,050 $46,700 $50,450 $54,200 $57,950 $61,650

Anyone wishing to attend the home ownership class must have submitted an 
application and been approved. Applications need to be received by West Ohio 
Community Action Partnership no later than two weeks before the start of the class.

419-227-2586
(Qualifications may vary with different programs.)

Home ownership classes are provided by the
West Ohio Community Action Partnership

Anyone wishing to attend the home ownership class must have submitted an 
application and been approved. Applications need to be received by LACCA 
no later than two weeks before the start of the class.

If your income is less than the amount listed on the 
chart below and you have not owned a home in the 
last three years and you want to purchase in Allen 
County, you may qualify to earn up to $6,000 for a 
down payment on a home in the City of Lima and up 
to $3,000 for a home in the rest of the County.

Home ownership classes are provided by the
Lima Allen Council on Community Affairs.

Need Help
With That

Down Payment?

For additional information contact the Home Ownership program at
419-227-0158 Ext. 122

(Qualifi cations may vary with different programs.)

1 PERSON 2 PEOPLE 3 PEOPLE 4 PEOPLE 5 PEOPLE 6 PEOPLE 7 PEOPLE 8 PEOPLE
City of

Lima Only

Allen County
Includes City of Lima

$31,300 $35,800 $40,250 $44,700 $48,300 $51,900 $55,450 $59,050

$25,480 $29,120 $32,760 $36,335 $39,260 $42,185 $45,110 $47,970

40
36
14
11

40
55
17
91

$30,700     $35,100    $39,500   $43,850    $47,400    $50,900    $54,440    $57,900

$19,200    $21,950    $24,700   $27,400     $29,600    $31,800    $34,000   $36,200 
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Water can be a homeowner’s worst 
nightmare. Few things have the potential 
to damage a home as much as water. 
From leaks to flooding to moisture 
problems like mold, water can wreak 
havoc on a home. 

Basements or crawl spaces are areas 
of a home where water can do the most 
damage. Basements and crawl spaces 
tend to be the lowest-lying spots in a 
home, and therefore prime spots for 
water to enter. Water problems in these 
areas can contribute to the demise of the 
structural integrity of the foundation. 

According to Olshan, a foundation 
solutions company, water can enter 
homes in numerous ways. Many 
building materials, including concrete, 
that seem solid at first glance actually 
are quite porous. As ground water 
collects around these materials, the 
weight of the accumulated water, called 
hydrostatic pressure, can weaken the 
materials, causing cracks where water 
can seep through. Water also can enter 
subterranean spaces through basement 
windows and gaps between footings 
and concrete slabs, or push up through 
foundation floors when homes are in 
areas with high water tables.

Remedying water issues in a home 
generally breaks down into two 
methodologies: exterior waterproofing 
and interior waterproofing. Depending on 
the cause and severity of the water issue, 
one or the other, or even both, may be 
recommended.

Exterior waterproofing
Exterior waterproofing aims to keep 

water away from and out of the home. 
The home improvement information 
resource DoItYourself.com says that 

exterior waterproofing generally includes 
the application of a waterproofing agent 
to the concrete foundation. In addition, 
exterior waterproofing also could include 
excavation so a drainage system can be 
installed around the entire footing of the 
home. Regrading a property and properly 
relocating gutters and downspouts can 
help with many water issues.

Interior waterproofing
When water in a basement or crawl 

space needs to be remediated indoors, a 
system to collect, drain and remove water 
may be necessary. This can include sump 
pumps, drains, gravity discharge systems, 
and more. Moisture barriers, which can 
include special paints or products applied 
to the foundation walls and floor, also can 
help keep water from entering the space.

Moisture solutions
Keeping water out is only one part of 

the equation. Homeowners also need to 
manage moisture, like excessive humidity. 
A marriage of HVAC and waterproofing 
techniques may be necessary to improve 
air flow and remove humidity in the air.

While many homeowners have 
attempted to address water issues on 
their own, many times it is a job best 
left to the professionals. Because water 
penetration can have multifaceted 
causes, a professional can best assess 
the situation and create solutions that fit 
with homeowners’ budgets and needs. 
The review and advice site Angie’s 
List suggests finding at least three 
waterproofing companies that offer 
both interior and exterior waterproofing 
services that can provide the best ideas 
for fixing the issue.

Tips for waterproofing
a basement

or crawl space

NO
UPFRONT

FEES!
Lima

419-224-7334 ∙ 800-482-3515
523 W. High St.

WHY RENT WHEN YOU CAN BUY?
Owning a home has never been easier than

with our 100% Purchase Program.
Now you can buy the home of your dreams

with No Money Down!

Refinance or Purchase. Just Tell Us How Much!

Rates Subject To Change. Lock In Today. NMLS264028

WE SPECIALIZE IN FIRST TIME HOMEBUYERS
∙ Purchases (FHA/VA/USDA) ∙ No Application Fee ∙ Slow Credit Programs ∙

∙ Debt Consolidation ∙ Cash for Any Reason

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY $0 Down Payment

Required.
Term is 30 Years.

Fixed rate is 4.50%
APR is 4.81 to 4.93

Rates Subject to Change.

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

LOAN AMOUNT MONTHLY PMT.
$50,000 $255.03
$75,000 $381.70
$100,000 $508.37
$125,000 $635.04
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Home renovation projects can pay 
numerous dividends. Renovations can 
have a positive effect on resale value, 
make homes more livable for residents 
and, in some ways, make homes more 
affordable.

Renovation projects that aim to 
conserve energy can save homeowners 
substantial amounts of money. 
Such projects don’t often require 
considerable effort or even sizable 
financial investments, which can make 
homeowners skeptical as to just how 
much they can save after completing 
the project. But the scale of a project 
may have little to do with how much 
homeowners will save. For example, 
the U.S. Department of Energy notes 
that a relatively effortless task like 
turning back a thermostat between 
7° and 10° F for eight hours per day 
can save homeowners as much as 
$83 per year. A more labor-intensive 
task like planting shade trees saves 
homeowners an average of between 
$35 and $119 per year.

When looking for ways to conserve 
energy around the house and save 
money, homeowners need not 
necessarily commit to expensive 
projects. The DOE notes that the 
following are some energy-saving 
projects and details what homeowners 
can expect to save after completing 
them. While each individual project 
may not result in jaw-dropping savings, 
homeowners who follow many of these 
recommendations may end up saving 
more than $1,000 per year.

Project: Install exterior low-e storm 
windows.

What is it? Low-e windows reflect 
infrared heat back into a home. Such 
windows are coated with an ultra-thin 
layer of metal that improves the window’s 
insulation ability.

How much can I save? Homeowners 
who install low-e windows can save 
between 12 and 33 percent on their 
annual heating and cooling costs.

Project: Seal uncontrolled air leaks.
What is it? Air leaks let cool air in during 

winter and warm air in during summer. 
Caulking, sealing and weather stripping 
all cracks and large openings can cut back 
on air leaks that are costing you money. 
The DOE recommends hiring a contractor 
to seal any leaks on heating and cooling 
ducts.

How much can I save? Homeowners 
who seal uncontrolled air leaks can save 
between 10 and 20 percent on their 
annual heating and cooling bills.

Project: Plant shade trees.
What is it? If you plant a deciduous tree 

between six and eight feel tall near your 
home, it will begin to shade your windows 
within a year of being planted. Depending 
on the species of the tree and the home, 
the shade tree will begin shading the roof 
within five to 10 years. The DOE notes that 
shading is the most cost-effective way to 
reduce air conditioning costs.

How much can I save? Properly planted 
shade trees can reduce air conditioning 
costs by anywhere from 15 to 50 percent.

Project: Insulate the water heater tank
What is it? New water tanks are likely 

already insulated. But homeowners with 
older hot water tanks can insulate their 
tanks with a water heater insulating 
blanket kit.

How much can I save? Insulating a 
water heater tank can save homeowners 
as much as 16 percent on their annual 
water heating bills.

Even the smallest DIY projects can 
produce big savings. More information 
about energy-saving home improvement 
projects can be found at www.energy.gov. 

DIY projects that can
conserve energy 

around the house

Your Local Mortgage Specialist
• Competitive Rates & Low Closing Costs
• Exceptional Customer Experience
• Conventional, FHA, VA, USDA, FHA, Construction, Jumbo  
   and First-time Home Buyer Grants
• Low down payment options

Call Greg today for your free pre-approval 
or apply online at YourStateBank.

Greg Roebuck
Mortgage Loan Originator

Lima, OH 45805
P 419.228.3361
C 419.302.0864

NMLS 544279
Greg.Roebuck@YourStateBank.com

Subject to credit approval and program requirements.
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Beautiful landscaping can add instant 
curb appeal to a property. But beauty 
isn’t the only thing that makes idyllic 
landscaping attractive to homeowners. 
Some landscaping features, such as 
shade trees, save homeowners money 
while adding aesthetic appeal.

The U.S. Department of Energy notes 
that shading is the most cost-effective 
way to reduce solar heat gain in a home. 
Shading also cuts air conditioning costs, 
which tend to be expensive in areas with 
warm, humid climates. In fact, the DOE 
notes that well-planned landscapes can 
reduce unshaded homes’ air conditioning 
costs by anywhere from 15 to 50 percent.

When planting shade trees, one of the 
first decisions homeowners will need to 
make is which type of tree, deciduous or 
evergreen, they want to plant. Deciduous 
trees are those that seasonally shed 
their leaves, while evergreens are trees 
that keep their leaves throughout the 
year. Deciduous trees can help keep 
homes cool in the summer by blocking 
sun, and those same trees can be 
beneficial in winter after they shed their 
leaves by letting the sun in and keeping 
homes warm. But evergreens also can 
be beneficial in winter by blocking wind, 
potentially preventing cold air from 
making its way into a home through 
cracks in walls or around windows.

When planting shade trees, techniques 
vary depending on which type of tree 
homeowners ultimately choose to plant.

Planting deciduous trees
The DOE says that deciduous trees that 

are between six and eight feet tall when 
planted will begin shading the windows 
of a home within a year of being planted. 
Depending on the species of the plant and 
the home, those same deciduous trees 

may begin shading the roof within five to 
10 years of being planted. When planting 
deciduous trees, homeowners should 
keep these tips in mind.
• Plant trees to the south of the home. 

When planted to the south of the home, 
deciduous trees can screen between 70 
and 90 percent of the summer sun while 
still allowing residents to feel summer 
breezes.

• Consider sun angles. Homeowners who 
want to shade their homes from low 
afternoon sun angles should plant trees 
with crowns that are lower to the ground 
on the west side of their homes.

• Cool air before it reaches your home. 
Shrubs and groundcover plants can be 
planted to cool air before it reaches a 
home.

Evergreen trees
Planting evergreens to block wind is 

known as “windbreaking,” which lowers 
the wind chill near a home. Wind also can 
be used to cool a home in summer. But 
these benefits can only be realized when 
evergreens are strategically planted.
• Location, location, location: The DOE 

advises planting evergreen trees to 
the north and northwest of the home 
to stop wind. In addition, to get the 
most bang for your windbreaking buck, 
the distance between the home and 
windbreak should be two to five times 
the height of the mature tree.

• Plant trees on either side of the house. 
Planting trees on either side of the 
house will direct cooling winds toward 
the home in the summer.
Shade trees can help homeowners 

reduce their energy bills, making them 
valuable and attractive additions to any 
landscape.

Tips when planting 
shade trees
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VISIT OUR SHOWROOMS TODAY!
CELINA

5217 Tama Road
SR 127, 5 Mi. N of Celina, One mile W on Tama Rd.

419-363-2230

LIMA
4147 Elida Road
419-224-4656

www.kernsfireplaceandspa.com

Largest Fireplace & Stove Display With Over
300 Units Including Over 80 Live Burn Models

SERVING
CUSTOMERS

OVER 38 YEARS

LOWER
PRICES

BEST SERVICE

No one builds a better fire

• Gas
• Corn

• Wood
• Pellet

• Electric
• Outdoor Fireplace

• Stoves
• Heaters

• Gas Grills
• Fireplaces

• Logs
• Spas

SERVING
CUSTOMERS

OVER 40 YEARS

LOWER
PRICES

BEST SERVICE

Largest Fireplace & Stove Display With Over 300 Units 
Including Over 80 Live Burn Models

www.kernsfi replaceandspa.com

• Gas
• Corn
• Wood

CELINA
5217 Tama Road  •  419-363-2230

SR 127, 5 miles north of Celina, 1 mile west on Tama Rd.

LIMA
4147 Elida Road  •  419-224-4656

VISIT OUR SHOWROOMS TODAY!

• Pellet
• Electric
• Stoves

• Logs
• Fireplaces
• Outdoor Fireplace
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