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Essentials for a bathroom remodel
What began as a utilitarian space
for personal sanitation has, in modern
times, transformed into one of the most
coveted rooms in the house. Bathrooms
have become a place to relax and
unwind, and new bathrooms are on the
tops of many homeowners’ wishlists.
Bathrooms can be as lavish as
budgets allow. Wish lists can include
everything from luxurious soaking
tubs to rainfall showerheads to
chaise lounges to televisions or home
entertainment systems contained in
the space. Those contemplating their
own bathroom renovations may draw
inspiration from the following features.
• Hot water recirculation system:
Few things can be as disappointing
as desiring a hot bath or shower only
to find that the hot water tank has
been drained. The home remodeling
company Normandy Remodeling
says that water recirculation systems
provide on-demand hot water. In such
systems, hot water may continuously
run through the pipes or there may
be a pump underneath a sink. Either

way, one needn’t wait for the water to
warm up any longer.
• Double undermount sinks:
Bathroom time is at a premium,
especially when people must prepare
and leave the house together. Rather
than jockeying for position around a
single sink, dual sinks enable more
breathing room and time efficiency.
Undermount sinks are easy to clean
because there is no lip around where
the sink meets the vanity, preventing
the accumulation of grime and gunk.
• Glass-free shower: Soap scum and
water deposits can form on shower
doors, even for homeowners who
are diligent with cleaning. A sizable
shower prevents water spray and
affords the ability to forgo glass doors
or curtains, thereby cutting down on
cleaning and making the room feel
more modern.
• Multihead shower: When redoing the
shower, account for various shower
heads so that the water can cascade
across the body more completely. This
provides a spa experience at home.

• Touchless faucets and soap
dispensers: These aren’t just for
public bathrooms anymore. Touchless
faucets and dispensers are more
sanitary and convenient.
• Separate toilet room: A shared bath
almost necessitates this type of setup. The toilet is housed inside its own
small space and closed away from the
rest of the bathroom. It’s more private
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and convenient this way.
• Heated flooring: You need not worry
about stepping out of a warm shower
onto a cold floor when heated flooring
is part of the equation. This option is
available in various flooring materials
as well.
Remodeling a bathroom boils down to
certain coveted features that can really
set a space apart.

Pride tends to swell when homeowners
successfully complete do-it-yourself
projects on their homes. In addition to
saving homeowners money, DIY projects
provide a unique way for men and women
to personally connect with their homes.
The ability to look at a finished project and
say it’s a result of your own handiwork can
make a home feel more your own.
As fun and fulfilling as DIY projects
can be, they also can be nerve-wracking
and induce anxiety. When DIY projects
falter, fixing them can prove costly,
as homeowners typically must call in
contractors to correct their mistakes and
get a project back on track. That results
in additional labor and material costs that
might have been avoidable, especially for
homeowners who make an effort to avoid
some common DIY mistakes.
1. Failure to secure permits
Even though homeowners own their
homes, that does not mean they have

carte blanche to do what they want with
them. Many renovation projects require
homeowners to secure permits before
projects can commence. Some may
even require additional permits as the
projects advance. If proper permits are
not secured, homeowners may be fined
and projects may be nixed, regardless
of how much money homeowners
have spent up to that point. Before
beginning a home renovation project,
homeowners should always contact
their local permit office to determine if
any permits are required. Bankrate.com
notes that permits are often required
for any project larger than painting or
wallpapering.
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3 common DIY
mistakes to avoid
about starting a project on their own.
Even online tutorials tend to make jobs
appear easier than they are. Roofing and
plumbing projects tend to be best left to
the professionals, as these projects can be
either dangerous or vulnerable to disaster
if not addressed by trained professionals.

for any given job. That resource is not
available for DIYers, who must perform
ample research before beginning a job so
the project involves the most appropriate
materials. Incorrect materials can be a
sunken cost that derails a project, but
even jobs completed using incorrect
materials may need to be redone a lot
3. Incorrect materials
more quickly than those that employed
Whether it’s to save money or a byproduct the right materials the first time.
2. Overestimating your abilities
of inexperience, DIYers do not always
Many home renovation projects
DIY television shows make home
choose the correct materials for a job.
can be completed without the help of
renovation projects look easy, but reality
Experienced contractors have ample
professional contractors., especially when
suggests otherwise. Homeowners with
experience working with all sorts of
homeowners take steps to avoid some
little or no experience renovating a home
materials and are therefore in a unique
of the more common mistakes made by
may want to take classes before they think position to recommend the best materials DIYers.

The connection between radon and lung cancer
when that exposure exceeds certain
levels, the consequences can be severe.
How am I exposed to radon?
Many people are exposed to radon from
breathing it in through the air that comes
through cracks and gaps in buildings and
homes. The CDC notes that, because
it’s naturally occurring, radon is always
present in the air. In many instances,
radon is present at levels that are
harmless. However, homeowners, building
owners and business owners should
have radon levels checked periodically to
ensure that the levels present in the air
are not posing a threat. Levels can change,
and levels can vary from home to home.
But the EPA notes that testing for radon is
both inexpensive and easy.
Are radon and cancer connected?
According to the CDC, radon is the
second leading cause of lung cancer

after cigarette smoking. People who
smoke and live in homes with high
radon levels are at an increased risk

of developing lung cancer. In fact,
estimates from the EPA and the U.S.
Surgeon General’s Office suggest that
radon causes more than 20,000 lung
cancer deaths each year in the United
States.
As radon is breathed in, radioactive
particles from the gas can get trapped
in the lungs. Over time, these particles
increase a person’s risk for lung cancer.
But it’s not just smokers who are
vulnerable to lung cancer caused by
radon. Estimates from the EPA indicate
that radon is the number one cause
of lung cancer among non-smokers,
causing about 2,900 deaths each year
in the United States among people who
have never smoked.
Radon is a significant threat that can
increase a person’s risk of lung cancer.
Testing for radon and taking action
when exposure is high can reduce your
risk for lung cancer.
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Products billed as “all-natural” or
“organic” are increasingly popular among
consumers. That’s understandable,
as organic foods have been linked to
a host of health benefits. For example,
a 2014 meta-analysis published in the
British Journal of Nutrition found that
organically grown crops contained more
antioxidants and were less likely than
conventionally grown crops to contain
detectable levels of pesticides. But
as beneficial as all natural can be, it’s
important that people recognize that not
all naturally occurring things are good for
their health.
Radon is a radioactive gas found in
the soil. According to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, radon
forms when the radioactive metals
uranium, thorium or radium break down
in rocks, soil and groundwater. People are
constantly exposed to radon because it
comes naturally from the earth. However,
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How to care for wild birds this winter
The arrival of winter forces everyone
to confront the changes synonymous
with the season, and local wildlife is no
exception. Low temperatures, harsh
winter storms and a scarcity of food
can make it challenging for wildlife,
including birds, to thrive throughout the
winter.
Even though several species of birds
are migratory and travel to warmer
climates to wait out winter, many
others stay put. The Audubon Society
says that keeping close to home helps
some species of birds maintain their
territories.
Some birds will puff up to retain heat;
others will seek shelter in dense foliage
or cavities to avoid the elements. Many
birds will huddle together to share
warmth.
Another way of keeping warm is
building up fat as an insulator and
energy source. The Audubon Society
says more than 10 percent of some
birds’ winter body weight may be fat.
That can be challenging to maintain
when common sources of food, such as

insects and berries, disappear as winter
wears on. This is when some human
intervention can prove handy, advise
ornithologists. A few simple efforts may
benefit birds and other wildlife that may

not hibernate winter away or escape to
the tropics.
• Have a supply of food, bird feeders,
houses, and any other bird-related
gear at the ready before the storms

really rev up.
• Invest in nutritious food, such as black
oil sunflower seeds or blends that are
high in black oil sunflower seeds. You
also can make available more foods
that are high in fat, such as suet,
peanut butter or even whole peanuts.
Mother Nature Network also suggests
adding meal worms if they can be
found.
• Choose feeders that will keep seed
dry; otherwise, it will be prone to
bacterial and fungal growth.
• Don’t discard fallen leaves or any
downed twigs or pruned boughs from
trees. This will give birds material for
creating shelter or hiding away when
the weather gets especially brutal.
When the Christmas tree is finished
for the season, place it in the yard as a
windbreak for birds.
• Put shallow water sources around
so birds can drink. Replace them
frequently if water freezes.
Wild birds can benefit from some help
when the temperatures start to drop in
winter.
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WHY RENT WHEN YOU CAN BUY?
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with No Money Down!
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Asphalt and concrete driveways are common
throughout suburban neighborhoods. They are as much
a part of a home as lawns, decks and other exterior
elements. Regardless of how they’re utilized, driveways
need to be cared for and maintained to retain their
appearance and function.
Even the most durable driveways can suffer from
cracks and pits over time. As cracks form, they pave the
way for more deterioration if they are not addressed.
Water infiltration can break down the integrity of the
driveway during freeze and thaw periods, and any little
hole or crack can promote weed growth. Driveway repair
can be a do-it-yourself project, but pay attention to the
details to ensure the job is done right.
Asphalt
The home improvement resource The Family
Handyman says it is key to first repair cracks and pits
in an asphalt driveway before planning to topcoat it,
which is generally done every year or so to maintain its
appearance and durability. A variety of topcoat products
are available at various price points. Experts recommend
investing in a quality product that will not shrink and
crack. A melt-in material that is similar to products used
by highway crews can be purchased for around $100.
This product also will require use of a propane torch.
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Best methods to repair damaged driveways
Caulk-style crack repair products may not require as
many tools, and are much easier to apply. They may not
last as long, however. Homeowners must weigh the pros
and cons to each before beginning.
The experts at Popular Mechanics say that there
also are other asphalt patch mixes available at home
supply retailers. Serious holes, rather than cracks, can
be addressed with a coarse-aggregate filler commonly
referred to as cold patch.
After cracks and holes are filled, use a sealer to
lock everything in place and create a smooth topcoat
appearance. Speak with a store employee if you are
unsure which product is needed for your application.
Concrete
The process is similar with concrete driveways,
yet the products differ. Small driveway cracks can be
repaired by scrubbing out the crack to remove debris
and then filling using a mortar repair compound,
suggests the repair advice site Home Guides. Larger
cracks and potholes should be cleaned. Once that’s
done, apply a painted-in bonder to the crack or hole,
followed by a dry concrete patching product mixed with
water. The material can be worked into the damaged
area with a trowel, and then leveled using a wood board.
Afterward, a liquid concrete sealer can be applied to

help prevent future cracks and holes.
Homeowners who are hesitant to fix their driveways
can contact masons or asphalt specialists to perform
the job. Keeping up on driveway repair can prolong the
life of the surface and help delay a complete driveway
replacement for several years.
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What is sweating a pipe?
Copper plumbing long has been a standard in home
construction. Anyone who has a home with copper pipes
should have an understanding of how to make repairs in
the case of a leak or if modifications need to be made.
“Sweating pipes” is one term homeowners may hear
when maintaining their pipes.
Sweating a pipe refers to soldering a pipe or the
joint. Sweating seals a new joint or mends a fault. When
sweating a pipe, it is important to do the job correctly so
that a soldered pipe can last for years and years.
PlanItDIY, a source for how-to advice, says that
sweating pipes involves some key steps.
• Cut the pipes to the right length using a copper tube
cutter or hacksaw.
• Use a file or wire brush to remove burs and smooth
down the ends.
• Clean the end of the copper pipe with a cleaning brush
until the surface is bright all around. In addition, clean
the inside of all fittings.
• Brush plumbing flux on the brushed surfaces and
assemble the joint. The how-to resource Hunker says

flux is an acidic paste applied to all of the pieces of
copper that you want to connect together. The flux
paste will draw in the solder after the pipe is heated
using a blow torch. The acid in the flux attracts the
solder into the seam between the two copper pieces
and fills the gap while creating a semi-permanent bond
between the pieces.
• To create the seal, move the flame around the joint to
heat it evenly. The copper will get shiny, and the flux
will melt. When the pipe begins to dull and the flux
sizzles and smokes, it is time to apply solder. Touch
lead-free plumbing solder to the joint and apply more
heat.
• The sweating process is finished when the solder
bubbles out of the end of the seam. Let cool and the
joint should now be water-tight.
Sweating pipes gets easier with practice. DIYers
who are nervous about plumbing projects that involve
sweating can be reassured there are connection products
Individuals can speak with experts at hardware and
available that are used in lieu of flux and solder. These
home improvement stores to find the best products for
push-to-connect fittings seal joints as well.
their needs and skill levels.
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DIY projects that can conserve energy around the house
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Home renovation projects can pay
numerous dividends. Renovations can
have a positive effect on resale value,
make homes more livable for residents
and, in some ways, make homes more
affordable.
Renovation projects that aim to
conserve energy can save homeowners
substantial amounts of money.
Such projects don’t often require
considerable effort or even sizable
financial investments, which can make
homeowners skeptical as to just how
much they can save after completing
the project. But the scale of a project
may have little to do with how much
homeowners will save. For example,
the U.S. Department of Energy notes
that a relatively effortless task like
turning back a thermostat between 7°
and 10° F for eight hours per day can
save homeowners as much as $83 per
year. A more labor-intensive task like
planting shade trees saves homeowners
an average of between $35 and $119 per
year.
When looking for ways to conserve
energy around the house and save
money, homeowners need not
necessarily commit to expensive
projects. The DOE notes that the
following are some energy-saving

projects and details what homeowners
can expect to save after completing
them. While each individual project
may not result in jaw-dropping savings,
homeowners who follow many of these
recommendations may end up saving
more than $1,000 per year.
Project: Install exterior low-e storm
windows.
What is it? Low-e windows reflect
infrared heat back into a home. Such
windows are coated with an ultrathin layer of metal that improves the
window’s insulation ability.
How much can I save? Homeowners
who install low-e windows can save
between 12 and 33 percent on their
annual heating and cooling costs.
Project: Seal uncontrolled air leaks.
What is it? Air leaks let cool air in
during winter and warm air in during
summer. Caulking, sealing and
weather stripping all cracks and large
openings can cut back on air leaks
that are costing you money. The DOE
recommends hiring a contractor to seal
any leaks on heating and cooling ducts.
How much can I save? Homeowners
who seal uncontrolled air leaks can save
between 10 and 20 percent on their

annual heating and cooling bills.
Project: Plant shade trees.
What is it? If you plant a deciduous
tree between six and eight feel tall near
your home, it will begin to shade your
windows within a year of being planted.
Depending on the species of the tree
and the home, the shade tree will begin
shading the roof within five to 10 years.
The DOE notes that shading is the
most cost-effective way to reduce air
conditioning costs.
How much can I save? Properly
planted shade trees can reduce air
conditioning costs by anywhere from 15
to 50 percent.
Project: Insulate the water heater tank
What is it? New water tanks are likely
already insulated. But homeowners with
older hot water tanks can insulate their
tanks with a water heater insulating
blanket kit.
How much can I save? Insulating a
water heater tank can save homeowners
as much as 16 percent on their annual
water heating bills.
Even the smallest DIY projects can
produce big savings. More information
about energy-saving home improvement
projects can be found at www.energy.gov.

Kitchens are popular gathering spots in many homes.
That popularity is reflected in various ways, including
how many homeowners choose to remodel their
kitchens.
A 2019 report from the home renovation and design
resource Houzz found that kitchens were the most
popular room to renovate in 2018. Homeowners
considering kitchen remodels should know that the
Houzz report also indicated that spending on kitchen
remodels increased by 27 percent in 2018.
Homeowners concerned by the cost of remodeling
a kitchen should know that there are ways to give
kitchens a whole new feel without breaking the bank.
Appliances
Consumer Reports notes that luxury home buyers
expect high-end features, including professional ranges
and built-in refrigerators that match the surrounding
cabinetry. However, many mainstream brands offer “faux
pro” features that can equal more expensive alternatives.
Consumer Reports even notes that many budgetfriendly faux pro appliances outperformed their high-end
counterparts in terms of reliability.
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Affordable features to consider
when revamping your kitchen
countertops grab that attention for all the wrong reasons,
while updated countertops made from today’s most
popular materials provide that wow factor homeowners
seek. If granite is a must-have, Consumer Reports notes
that homeowners can save substantial amounts of
money by choosing granite from remnants at the stone
yard. If marble is your ideal countertop, save money
by choosing a domestic product as opposed to one
imported from overseas.

Countertops
Countertops tend to capture the eye’s attention
when walking into a kitchen. Outdated and/or damaged

Cabinets
Custom-built cabinets may be a dream, but they tend
to be a very expensive one. Such cabinets are designed to
adhere to the dimensions of the kitchen, and Consumer
Reports notes that they can cost tens of thousands of
dollars. If that estimate would bust your budget, examine
the current layout of the existing cabinets. If the layout
is fine but the cabinets need work, you can give them a
whole new look by refinishing them. If the cabinets must
go, stock units or semi-custom cabinets can provide a
new look without busting the budget.
Kitchen remodels can be expensive. But there are
many affordable ways to revamp a kitchen.

Make Your Dream Home A Reality!

Thursday, January 2, 2020

OH-70165375T

Liberty National Bank has the loan to meet your needs:
• First-time homebuyers special
• Construction loans
• Variable and fixed rates
• Secondary market mortgage loans
• USDA loans
• 100% financing available
So stop by or fill out our Online Mortgage application at www.MyLiberty.bank.
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VISIT OUR SHOWROOMS TODAY!
No one builds a better fire
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