
From the Office of Josiah for Lima Campaign 

September 6, 2019 

RE: Press Release 

Resignation from Campaign 

TO: Press & Public – For Immediate Release 

To the Lima Community: 

It has been an honor to serve this community for over two decades as an activist, volunteer, Minister, 

and Servant Leader. My passion and love for Lima is why I am proud to be active and engaged.  

I decided to run for Lima City Council President because I want to see change in our government. The 

report card for progress in Lima is light in outcomes and results. I have always supported the elected 

officials who serve, and I will continue to do so as I know the sacrifice of service.  

For personal reasons—I must resign and close the campaign effective immediately. I am grateful for the 

support I have received and am still confident that this community is hungry for change. This community 

deserves a leader that can commit the time and energy to be a dynamic change agent. Because of the 

reasons that have recently risen in my life—I cannot be that person at this time.  

I will remain a champion of the people in this community. I will continue to support initiatives that help 

family’s lift themselves out of poverty. I will continue to fight to ensure that all people—especially our 

LGBTQ+ Community are included and respected. Love is love. I will continue to be a listening ear for 

those voices that are frustrated with the way things are. I encourage you to have the audacity to 

challenge the status quo. You don’t need permission to run for office. You don’t need ‘approval’ to lead. 

You don’t have ‘dues to pay.’ Just have grit, determination and compassion for people. Give yourself 

permission to work for change.  

“Giving ourselves permission allows us to hack rules that don't make sense rather than follow 

them; to take ideas and stories apart that aren't working; to go around the gatekeepers, bullies, 

and bureaucratic bottlenecks that would stifle change.” ~ Beth Comstock—'Imagine It Forward’ 

Thank you again, for the opportunity to serve you.  

As We Continue to Work Together for Lima’s Greater Successes—let us listen to, love, and serve each 

other more.  

 

In Your Service, 

Josiah Mathews 


