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Have a Safe and 
            Happy 4th of July!
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Buying or 
Selling?

Put me to work for YOU!
Meghann 

Myers

Call 
Today!

419-203-9440 
myers.meg@yahoo.com
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Compacted soil can have a 
dramatic effect on grass. 
Compacted soil blocks oxygen, 

water and nutrients from reaching the 
root systems of the turf. That creates 
a lawn with weak roots, which make 
grass more vulnerable to disease and 
compromising its ability to withstand 
harsh weather, such as summer heat. 
The buildup of thatch, which is a matted 
layer of grass clippings and other 

organic debris that collects on the top 
of the soil, is one indicator that a lawn 
could benefit from aeration, a process 
in which the surface of the lawn is 
perforated to break up compacted soil 
and allow oxygen, water and nutrients 
to reach root systems. Other signs that 
aeration may be necessary include 
patches of thin grass, brown spots and 
a high concentration of clay in the soil.
When faced with a lawn that could 
benefit from aeration, homeowners 
may wonder if such as task lends itself 
to DIY or if it’s best left to professional 
landscapers. Aerating a lawn is not 
always easy, and typically it involves the 
use of one of three types of aerators:
Core aerator: A core aerator uses 
hollow tines to pull plugs of soil from the 
lawn. The plugs are left on the surface 
of the lawn. Homeowners can pick up 
the plugs or, according to the grass 

seed experts at Pennington, even leave 
them in the yard and allow them to 
break down.
Spike aerator: The experts at 
Pennington note that spike aerators 
employ solid, spike-like tines to poke 
holes in the soil. These aerators leave 
the spikes in the soil. Some people  
wear spiked aeration shoes while 
walking around the yard to mimic the 
effects of spike aerators.
Slicing aerator: According to 
Pennington, slicing aerators employ 
rotating blades that slice through thatch 
and down into the soil. These aerators 
leave the soil in the ground.
Aerators can be operated manually, 
though professionals tend to use 
motorized aerators. The machines are 
often heavy, so homeowners should 
consider their health and physical 
ability before deciding to aerate on their 

own. Hiring a professional landscaper 
who has experience aerating may the 
quickest and most effective way to 
restore a lawn to full health.

How lawns
benefit from aeration
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All real estate advertised herein is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any preference, limitation or discrimination because of race,Color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status or national origin, or intention to make any such preference or limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not knowingly accept any advertising which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwellings are available on an equal opportunity basis. For further 
information,Call HUD, Toll Free at 1-800-669-9777. All houses subject to prior Changes without 
notice. The Lima News reserves the right to refuse any advertising which we deem unsuitable for 
any publication. No liability assumed for errors or omissions of advertisers from the index. Unless 
otherwise noted, all photographs, artwork and ad designs printed in Real Estate Marketplace are 
the sole property of The Lima News and may not be duplicated or reprinted without The Lima News’ 
express written permission. The Lima News and advertisers are not responsible for any typographical, 
production or ad Copy errors, including inaccurate information provided by advertisers.

Real Estate Marketplace is a monthly publication designed to bring home buyers 
and sellers together.

Published by The Lima News – Lima, OH 45807 – (419) 993-2040
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Ron Spencer 419-230-1111
  “�e Key To Buying or Selling”

www.rsre.com

“� e Key To Buying or Selling”
  “�e Key To Buying or Selling”

www.rsre.com

Randy Faulder
419-302-6455

Chet Hittepole
419-234-2458

Ralph Haggard
419-234-0605

Robin Flanagan
419-234-6111

Bonnie Shelley
419-230-2521

Mike Reindel
419-235-3607

Chad Wright
419-236-7143

Devin Dye
419-303-5891

Leann Wannemacher
419-236-2309

Cheryl Faulder
419-302-6456

Barb Coil
419-302-3478

Tim Richards
419-371-3970

Billie Jo Boughan
567-204-3320

Jaylene Smith
419-303-4648

Jamie Spyker
419-234-5305

Mike Hunsicker
419-234-3811

Jim Rhodes
419-236-3616

Clint Spencer
419-230-7778

Hunter Sidener
567-204-0029

Your Road Home Starts Here

www.rsre.com

Guadalupe Diaz Behrens
419-905-7451

¡Hablo Español!

Tim Clark
419-235-7079

Rhonda Hawk
419-302-3050

Jacob McKissick
419-236-1890

Don Cochran
419-934-0651

Eileen Cartagena
567-204-3186

Ryan Staley
419-296-3787
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FOSTORIA #9
1000 EBERSOLE BLVD. –  $39,900 

DON COCHRAN 
419-934-0651

USV #10
3923 SR 67 - $299,900

MIKE HUNSICKER
419-234-3811

LIMA #2
783 S. JUDKINS - $94,900

JACOB MCKISSICK 
419-236-1890

BATH #6
370 LUTZ RD.  - $114,900

BONNIE SHELLEY 
419-230-2521

LIMA #4
329 PROSPECT AVE. - $52,900

JACOB MCKISSICK
419-236-1890

OH-70133821T

USV #24
2872 CR 90 - $199,000

MIKE HUNSICKER
419-234-3811

ALLEN EAST #20
6200 E. BLUELICK RD. –  $79,900
JACOB MCKISSICK 419-236-1890 
RANDY FAULDER 419-302-6455

SHAWNEE #22
1601 JO JEAN RD. - $159,000

JACOB MCKISSICK
419-236-1890

WAPAK #23
11501 INFIRMARY RD.  – $159,000 

 CLINT SPENCER
419-230-7778

ADA #21
4719 SR 235 -  $119,000

DEVIN DYE
419-303-5891

ALLEN EAST #16
815 N. NAPOLEON RD.  – $358,000

CHERYL FAULDER
419-302-6456

FOSTORIA #14
414 W. RIDGE DR. - $229,900

DON COCHRAN
419-934-0651

ELIDA #15
2419 LARK AVE. –  $124,900

JACOB MCKISSICK
419-236-1890

LIMA #13
201 W. LANE - $68,900

JAMIE SPYKER (OWNER/AGENT)
419-234-5305

ALLEN EAST #19
5942 SANDUSKY RD. – $140,000

CHAD WRIGHT
419-236-7143

LIMA #31
141 S. DANA AVE. – $63,000

RALPH HAGGARD
419-234-0605

 USV #29
204 WEST ST. - $68,000

MIKE HUNSICKER
419-234-3811

ALLEN EAST #27
10490 FAULKNER RD. - $137,500

CHAD WRIGHT
419-236-7143

WAPAK #32
825 KELLEY DR. –  $176,900

CHET HITTEPOLE
419-234-2458 

WAPAK #26
205 E. BENTON ST. - $179,900

CHET HITTEPOLE
419-234-2458
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 ELIDA #40
2706 CAROLYN DR. – $219,900

JACOB MCKISSICK 
419-236-1890

ELIDA #49
4242 W. LINCOLN HWY. –  $ 93,000 

CHERYL FAULDER 
419-302-6456

SHAWNEE #55
1755 SHAWNEE RD., #404 – $124,000 

JACOB MCKISSICK 
419-236-1890

ELIDA #39
3468 PROVIDENCE CIRCLE – $144,000

RHONDA HAWK
419-302-3050

OTTOVILLE #44
17623 ST. RT. 66 - $199,000

MIKE REINDEL 
419-235-3607

BATH #52
2750 N. THAYER RD. – $164,000

RHONDA HAWK 
419-302-3050

LIMA #36
1116 NORTHWOLD - $79,900

RALPH HAGGARD
419-234-0605

LIMA #43
1206 VIRGINIA AVE. - $74,900

DEVIN DYE 
419-303-5891

ELGIN #51
505 MT. OLIVE-AGOSTA - $99,900

CHAD WRIGHT 419-236-7143                                                                         
RYAN STALEY 419-296-3787

 LIMA #42
419 ERTEL AVE. - $57,000

ROBIN FLANAGAN 
419-234-6111

BATH #50
468 SUNNYMEADE - $155,500

RALPH HAGGARD 
419-234-0605

ELIDA #35
605 BROWER RD. –  $99,500

CHAD WRIGHT
419-236-7143

BLUFFTON #60
306-310 E. NORTH & 

205-209 E. CHURCH - $320,000
CHAD WRIGHT  419-236-7143

ELGIN #167
8746 LARUE PROSPECT RD. –  $800,000

DEVIN DYE
419-303-5891 

LIMA #137
505-507 S. COLE ST. - $69,000

ROBIN FLANAGAN 419-234-6111
RALPH HAGGARD 419-234-0605

BATH #33
1714 LUTZ RD. - $179,900

CHAD WRIGHT
419-236-7143

BLUFFTON #101
211 S. MILL ST. -  $250,000

RYAN STALEY  419-296-3787
CHAD WRIGHT 419-236-7143

COLUMBUS GROVE #113
134-134 ½ N. HIGH –  $79,000

JIM RHODES
419-236-3616

DELPHOS #116
111-113 E. 12TH –  $129,000

JIM RHODES
419-236-3616

ALLEN EAST #157
4275 WAYNESFIELD RD. - $723,130     

RANDY FAULDER
419-302-6455

LIMA #45
1111 ST. JOHNS – $19,000

ROBIN FLANAGAN
419-234-6111
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Lots For Sale
LIMA $11,000 .288 ac vacant residential lot in 2 parcels on Albert 

St. Apx. 80’ road frontage. #104 Randy Faulder 419-302-6455

ELIDA $27,900 .613 ac building lot on quiet cul-de-sac. Public 
utilities available. #106 Rhonda Hawk  419-302-3050

ELIDA $25,900 .388 ac building lot on quiet cul-de-sac. Public 

utilities available. #107 Rhonda Hawk 419-302-3050

ELIDA $25,900 .481 ac building lot on quiet cul-de-sac. Public 
utilities available. #108 Rhonda Hawk  419-302-3050

ELIDA $26,900 .537 ac building lot on quiet cul-de-sac. Public 
utilities available. #109 Rhonda Hawk  419-302-3050

BATH $79,000 Apx. 8.313 ac lot w/ apx. 22x38 outbldg., 

city water available. 30’ easement off Bluelick Rd. for 

ingress/egress & installation/maintenance of utilities. #111 

Rhonda Hawk 419-302-3050

ARLINGTON $130,000 Apx. 20 wooded acres with 

access off Township Rd. 149 in Hancock Co. To be surveyed. 

#112 Don Cochran 419-934-0651

BATH $39,999 Apx. .918 ac wooded residential vacant lot on 
Shearin Ave. Apx. 200’ road frontage, water & sewer available. 
#117 Chad Wright 419-236-7143

BATH $24,900 2.3 ac residential vacant lot on N. West St. 
Consists of 2 parcels. #119  Chad Wright 419-236-7143

ADA $18,500 2 vacant building lots totaling 
.344 ac (100x150) in town w/ city utilities available. 
#123 Don Cochran 419-934-0651

ELIDA $90,000 Apx. 12.96 ac undeveloped land just 
off Brower Rd., near Cole St., zoned commercial. #124 
Randy Faulder 419-302-6455

ALLEN EAST $50,000 Apx. 5 ac on N. Dixie Hwy., 
across the road from Hidden Creek Golf Course. #129 
Devin Dye 419-303-5891

Commercial Properties For Sale
KENTON Medical/Commercial offi ce bldg. w/ 3 wings could 
be used for up to 3 separate businesses/practices or as one. 
Plenty of parking, just 4 blocks N. of downtown Kenton. #126 
Devin Dye 419-303-5891/Jacob McKissick 419-236-1890

LIMA Very nice 1400 sq.ft. retail/offi ce space available for 
lease on East side, very close to I-75 & OSU Lima Campus. 
Space is currently wide open & ready for user to plan 
own layout; remainder of bldg. is fully occupied.  #133 
Devin Dye 419-303-5891

LIMA Commercial property with 9,160 sq.ft. bldg. 
plus 2 story home divided into 3 units & vacant lot. 
Total of 1.05 ac on Pine St. near Market. #135 
Chad Wright 419-236-7143/Ryan Staley 419-296-3787

LIMA .143 ac vacant commercial lot on the corner 
of Bellefontaine Rd & Dewey.  #138  Randy Faulder 
419-302-6455

LIMA 2,226 sq.ft. offi ce building w/ 3.5 acres of land.  Located 
exactly 1 mile east of I-75 & 309 exit, directly across from 
fairground entrance.  High traffi c count & high visibility.  Lease 
option available for offi ce space at $12/sq.ft. per year NNN. 
#139 Devin Dye 419-303-5891

FOSTORIA Apx. 25.269 ac of open land for 
development, zoned General Business 2, directly 
across from golf course. Consists of 2 parcels. #140 
Don Cochran 419-934-0651

ADA Apx. 2.5 ac of land on SR 309 w/ a fully heated 

Hoge bldg., large parking area/lot, & 30x70 shop fl oor 

w/ 14x11 offi ce area. High traffi c count for rural setting. 

#141 Devin Dye 419-303-5891

FOSTORIA Great investment property w/ historic charm 

consisting of 3 retail store fronts, 3-2BR apts & 1-1BR 

apts. Room to fi nish more apts. Recently remodeled. #142 

Don Cochran 419-934-0651

ALLEN EAST .80 ac commercial vacant gravel lot w/ 

212’ road frontage on Washington St. & 50.4’ frontage 

on Church St. 6’ fence around property w/ 2-20’ gates. 

#144 Ralph Haggard 419-234-0605 

BEAVERDAM Apx. 3,064 sq.ft. commercial bldg. incl. 

offi ce area, shop, storage & 2 restrooms. Fenced lot 

consisting of 3 parcels. Many potential uses! #146 

Randy Faulder 419-302-6455

KENTON Excellent commercial facility on SR 701 w/ 

storage for dry or liquid fertilizer. Offi ce bldg., 60’ truck 

scale & over 5 ac stoned parking area plus storage 

bldgs. & 34x98 workshop. Well & private septic. #148 

Ron Spencer 419-230-1111

ALGER Grill/restaurant located on Lee St./SR 235 in Alger, 

OH. Ample off street parking. Consists of 3 parcels. #150 

Randy Faulder 419-302-6455

KENTON Apx. 12,000 sq.ft. comm bldg. All new showroom 
& offi ce, receiving room w/ overhead door, warehouse/
storage space, security system & vinyl Dura Last roof-’11. 
Incl. 2BR apt. Storage shed side business available. #153 
Chad Wright 419-236-7143/Ryan Staley 419-296-3787

FOSTORIA 1.67 ac vacant commercial land ready for 
development, apx. 235’ road frontage on US 23/N. County 
Line Rd. #154 Don Cochran 419-934-0651

BEAVERDAM 37,000 sq.ft. brick commercial bldg. 
w/apts., banquet room w/ show stage, & kitchen. Ample 
parking. Minutes from I-75 & Lincoln Hwy. Endless potential! 
#156 Randy Faulder 419-302-6455

PERRY Apx. 72.5 ac commercial vacant land on E. Breese Rd. 
between St. Johns & Greely Chapel Rd. Minutes from I-75. #161 
Ron Spencer 419-230-1111

PERRY Apx. 68.29 ac vacant commercial land in 
Perry Twp. Located at Breese Rd. & St. Johns. Zoned 
First Industrial Light. Apx. 50 ac wooded. #165
Ron Spencer 419-230-1111

NEW BLOOMINGTON 18 hole golf course in Marion Co., 
SR 95 W. Inc. 2 houses: 2,088 sq. ft. 2 story home w/ main 
fl oor offi ce space & 3BR ranch. Apx. 71.43 acres. #168 
Ron Spencer 419-230-1111

FOSTORIA 3 parcels on corner of Ebersole & Park incl.  2 
bldgs. formerly used as sheet metal shop: 30x60 w/ att. 
garage & 24x48 w/ 2 overhead doors. Currently zoned R-2 
Residential. #174 Don Cochran 419-934-0651

Follow Us on Social Media

OH-70133823T
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Thick grass is often a hallmark of 
a healthy lawn. If grass begins 
to thin, homeowners may feel as 

though all the time and effort they spent 
tending to their lawns was for naught. 
Thinning grass can be caused by any 
number of things. And while it might take 
a little effort to address, thinning grass 
can be treated if homeowners correctly 
identify that cause of the problem. 

Leaf spot
The Center for Agriculture, Food and 
the Environment at the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst notes that leaf 
spot diseases affect both cool- and 
warm-season turfgrasses. Various fungi 
can cause leaf spot. Symptoms and 
the timing of the appearance of leaf 
spot will vary depending on which fungi 
is causing the problem. For example, 
bipolaris sorokiniana, which affects 
grasses in warm, wet summer months, 
produces small spots that are dark 
purple to black. Dreschslera poae is 
another fungi that causes leaf spot, and 
it also produces dark purple to black 

spots. However, it tends to appear in 
the spring when the weather is cool and 
moist. Understanding the different fungi 
and when they typically strike can help 
homeowners identify what is causing 
their grass to thin. In such situations, 
professional landscapers can be 
invaluable resources as well.

Stripe smut
The University of Maryland Extension 
notes that stripe smut primarily poses a 
threat to Kentucky bluegrass that is older 
than three years. Pale green streaks that 
run parallel to the veins in the leaves 
and leaf sheaths are symptomatic of 
stripe smut, which tends to be noticed 
in spring and fall, when weather is cool. 
As the disease progresses, stripes turn 
black or a silvery gray, causing the leaf 
blade to shred and curl. After the blades 
have shred, they turn brown and die. 
The grass thins because stripe smut 
makes it vulnerable to problems like 
drought.

Ascochyta leaf blight
Lawns suffering from ascochyta leaf 
blight will become straw-colored. 
According to the lawn care and pesticide 
experts at Ortho®, when a lawn is 
affected by ascochyta leaf blight, its 
healthy grass blades will be mixed 
in with diseased grass blades. Most 
prevalent in the spring, this disease 
can affect grass at any time during the 
growing season. That’s because the 
ascochyta fungi invade leaf blades 
through wounds, such as those that 
can result from mowing. Ortho® notes 
that dull lawn mowers can contribute to 
the disease, which might disappear on 
its own and can even return after it’s 
seemingly been cured.
Various issues can cause grass blades 
to thin. Working with a landscape 
professional is a great way to combat 
such issues before they compromise the 
look of a lawn.

Potential culprits
behind thinning 
grass

When tending to their lawns, 
homeowners are advised to 
pay attention to areas that 
may feature standing water. 
According to the World Health 
Organization, standing water 
is a breeding ground for 
mosquitoes, which can breed 
in great numbers in pools of 
water. Mosquitoes are known 
to carry diseases like malaria, 
West Nile virus and Zika. 
Furthermore, mosquitoes 
that bite pets can transmit 
heartworms, a serious problem if gone it goes undiscovered. 
Standing water also can be a haven for bacteria, mold and 
parasites that are dangerous to human health. If standing, stagnant 
water is a problem in your yard, remediation is necessary. Directing 
downspouts away from the house can remediate standing water. 
Changing the grading of soil so that low spots are elevated is 
another way to reduce instances of standing water. This may be 
a project that requires the assistance of a drainage professional. 
In addition, homeowners can remove standing water from empty 
flower pots, pool covers, bird baths, and more to reduce the 
likelihood that mosquitoes will appear on their properties.

Did you know?

Offer of credit subject to credit approval.

eMail

Dear Eagle, 

We wanted a backyard and enough bedrooms 
for all of us. When we got our house, it had 
everything we wanted and more. Thank you!

Sincerely, James Bailey

eMail

HOME MORTGAGES

Watch James’s story and 
start your conversation at 
First-Fed.com/EagleMail

2600 Allentown Rd., Lima | 419-224-2265 
2565 Shawnee Rd., Lima | 419-221-1312

J A M E S B A I L E Y     FIRST-TIME HOMEOWNER &
    FIRST FEDERAL BANK CUSTOMER

Every part
personalized.
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Dogs love spending time outdoors. 
Dog owners with yards know that 
dogs benefit greatly from some 

exercise in the backyard. While that time 
might be great for dogs, it can take its 
toll on lawns.
Dog urine and feces can adversely 
affect the look and health of a lush 
green lawn. Nitrogen is essential to 
healthy soil, but only at certain levels. 
When those levels are exceeded, the 
result can be lawn damage. According 
to The Spruce Pets, an advisory site that 
offers practical tips and training advices 

to pet owners, this is what happens 
when pets frequently urinate on grass. 
Urine is naturally high in nitrogen, so 
when pets urinate on lawns, the grass 
might turn yellow or brown due to the 
excess nitrogen content. Nitrogen also 
is present in lawn fertilizers, further 
exacerbating the problem for pet owners 
who fertilize their lawns. 
In addition to urine damage, dogs can 
trample frosted grass, contributing to 
problems that may not become evident 
until spring, and get into areas like 
gardens where they wreak additional 

havoc.
Pet owners who want to let their dogs 
run free in the yard but don’t want 
damaged grass may be tempted to put 
their pooches in diapers or confine them 
to crates when letting them outside. 
But such an approach isn’t necessary. 
In fact, some simple strategies can be 
highly effective at preventing dog-related 
lawn damage.

Speak with a landscaper about 
planting new grass. Certain types of 
grass, such as Bermuda grass, can 
withstand dog damage better than 
others. Local climate will dictate which 
types of grass are likely to thrive in a 
given area, so speak with a professional 
landscaper about the viability of planting 
new grass.
Install fencing. Pet owners with 

8

Simple ways
to prevent 
dog-related 
lawn damage

Anyone wishing to attend the home ownership class must have submitted an 
application and been approved. Applications need to be received by LACCA 
no later than two weeks before the start of the class.

If your income is less than the amount listed on the 
chart below and you have not owned a home in the 
last three years and you want to purchase in Allen 
County, you may qualify to earn up to $6,000 for a 
down payment on a home in the City of Lima and up 
to $3,000 for a home in the rest of the County.

Home ownership classes are provided by the
Lima Allen Council on Community Affairs.

Need Help
With That

Down Payment?

For additional information contact the Home Ownership program at
419-227-0158 Ext. 122

(Qualifi cations may vary with different programs.)

1 PERSON 2 PEOPLE 3 PEOPLE 4 PEOPLE 5 PEOPLE 6 PEOPLE 7 PEOPLE 8 PEOPLE
City of

Lima Only

Allen County
Includes City of Lima

$31,300 $35,800 $40,250 $44,700 $48,300 $51,900 $55,450 $59,050

$25,480 $29,120 $32,760 $36,335 $39,260 $42,185 $45,110 $47,970

40
36
14
11

4
0
5
5
1
7
9
1

40565024

1
person

2 
peopLe

3 
peopLe

4 
peopLe

5 
peopLe

6 
peopLe

7 
peopLe

8 
peopLe

City of 
Lima only $30,700 $35,100 $39,500 $43,850 $47,400 $50,900 $54,440 $57,900

If your income is less than the amount listed on the chart 
below and you have not owned a home in the last three 
years and you want to purchase in Allen County, you 
may qualify to earn up to $6,000 for a down payment on 
a home in the City of Lima and you may be eligible for 
limited funds in areas outside of the City.

4
0
6
8
0
0
2
0

$31,700 $37,400 $42,050 $46,700 $50,450 $54,200 $57,950 $61,650

Anyone wishing to attend the home ownership class must have submitted an 
application and been approved. Applications need to be received by West Ohio 
Community Action Partnership no later than two weeks before the start of the class.

419-227-2586
(Qualifications may vary with different programs.)

Home ownership classes are provided by the
West Ohio Community Action Partnership
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NO
UPFRONT

FEES!
Lima

419-224-7334 ∙ 800-482-3515
523 W. High St.

WHY RENT WHEN YOU CAN BUY?
Owning a home has never been easier than

with our 100% Purchase Program.
Now you can buy the home of your dreams

with No Money Down!

Refinance or Purchase. Just Tell Us How Much!

Rates Subject To Change. Lock In Today. NMLS264028

WE SPECIALIZE IN FIRST TIME HOMEBUYERS
∙ Purchases (FHA/VA/USDA) ∙ No Application Fee ∙ Slow Credit Programs ∙

∙ Debt Consolidation ∙ Cash for Any Reason

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY $0 Down Payment

Required.
Term is 30 Years.

Fixed rate is 4.50%
APR is 4.81 to 4.93

Rates Subject to Change.

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

LOAN AMOUNT MONTHLY PMT.
$50,000 $255.03
$75,000 $381.70
$100,000 $508.37
$125,000 $635.04
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Did you know?
Oxygen is essential for the roots of grass to breathe and grow 
strong enough to support healthy lawns. But according to the Center 
for Agriculture, Food and the Environment at the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst, compacted soil can produce a decrease 
in oxygen content that can make it hard for roots to thrive. Soil 
compaction can result from a number of activities, including walking 
on grass or driving or parking vehicles on grass. When soil is 
compacted, it breaks into small particles that reduce the amount 
of pore space in the soil. That makes it hard for water, oxygen and 
nutrients to get through, threatening the strength of the roots and 
putting the grass in jeopardy. Aerating a lawn can help homeowners 
foster strong root growth and healthy grass. When to aerate may 
be contingent upon local climate, so homeowners who suspect the 
soil in their yards is compact should consult with a local landscaping 
professional to determine the best time to aerate their lawns.

expansive yards can install fencing 
that allows dogs to spend time 
exercising outdoors without granting 
them access to the entire property. 
Large dogs will need more room than 
small ones, but try to build fenced-in 
areas that allow dogs to run freely 
and get the exercise they need to 
stay healthy.
Work with a dog trainer. Dog 
trainers might be able to work with 
dogs so they only urinate in certain 
areas of the yard, greatly reducing 
the damage they can cause to a 
lawn. Trainers also might help curb 
digging and clawing behaviors 
that can damage lawns as well as 
gardens.
Consider hardscaping. 
Hardscaping might be most effective 
for pet owners with small properties. 
Hardscaping does not include grass 
and can add visual appeal to a 
property while saving pet owners 
the headaches of dealing with dog-
related lawn damage.
Dogs need time outdoors, and 
homeowners can take various steps 
to protect their lawns from dog- 
related damage.
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Did you know?

Many an amateur landscaper has encountered grubs while tending to 
their lawns, but even the most attentive green thumber may have a lawn 
infested with grubs and not know it. According to the pest and weed 
experts at Roundup®, grubs often go unnoticed until late summer, when 
they’ve already done substantial damage to a lawn. Oddly enough, one of 
the telltales signs of a grub infestation is not the grubs themselves but the 
animals looking to dine on them. Fully grown grubs make for hearty meals, 
so homeowners who notice raccoons, skunks, armadillos, and/or birds 
digging up their lawns may have a grub infestation. That’s because these 
unwanted guests like to dine on mature grubs who have spent summer 
feasting on organic matter in the soil. Another sign of a possible grub 
infestation is a lawn that feels spongy when stepped on. Patches of dead 
grass that peel back easily are a sign that grubs have eaten the roots that 
keep healthy grass in place.

Homeowners who enjoy tending 
to their lawns know that grass is 
vulnerable to a host of problems, 

many of which appear at a time of 
year when lawn enthusiasts want to 
showcase the fruits of their lawn-and-
garden labors.
Crabgrass is a common problem that 
appears in summer. According to Lowes, 
crabgrass plants produce thousands of 
seeds between midsummer and early 
fall. While the first frosts of late-fall or 
early winter kill the crabgrass plants, the 
seeds produced by the plants remain 
dormant throughout winter and then 
begin to grow as the ground temperature 
warms up with the spring and 
summer thaw. As a result, controlling 
germination, which is the development 
of a plant from a seed or spore after 
a period of dormancy, is the key to 
preventing crabgrass from becoming an 
unsightly blemish that can harm your 
lawn in summer.
A proactive approach to crabgrass 
can save homeowners the headaches 
of dealing with this unwanted guest 
taking over their grass. The following 
tips, courtesy of Lowes, can help 
homeowners reduce the likelihood 
of their lawns being overcome by 
crabgrass as summer hits full swing.
Recognize that routine lawn 
maintenance may not be enough. 
Even lawns that receive sufficient TLC 
can fall victim to crabgrass. A proactive, 
crabgrass-specific approach to lawn 
maintenance is the most effective way to 
control the problem before it pops up.
Apply a pre-emergent herbicide. 
Pre-emergent herbicides kill crabgrass 
seedlings as they germinate. While 
these herbicides are highly effective, 
they must be applied at precisely the 
right time. The right time to apply them 
depends on weather patterns. For 
example, Lowes notes that homeowners 
who live in regions that might have 

experienced warmer than usual 
winters will probably need to apply the 
herbicides earlier than usual. While the 
manufacturer instructions should always 
be followed when applying herbicides, 
it’s essential that 
homeowners take 
weather patterns into 
consideration as well.
Wait until the ground 
temperature rises 
above 60 F. Applying 
herbicides when the 
ground temperature 
is below 60 F might 
render the products 
ineffective. Gauging 
soil temperature can 
be tricky, but Lowes 
advises monitoring 
shrubs and trees 
on the property. Once shrubs begin to 
bloom and trees bud, herbicide can be 
applied. 
Wait when treating newly seeded 
lawns. Pre-emergent herbicides might 
kill new grass seedlings, so homeowners 
with newly seeded lawns should wait 
until they have mowed their lawns three 
times before applying a herbicide.
Emphasize uniform application. If a 
herbicide is not applied uniformly across 
the lawn, crabgrass can establish itself 
and ultimately spread to the rest of the 
lawn.
Do not thatch or aerate after applying 
a herbicide. Thatching or aerating a 
lawn after applying a herbicide might 
break the product’s chemical barrier, 
thereby rendering it ineffective.
Crabgrass can quickly spread on an 
untreated lawn. A proactive approach 
that prevents its growth can keep lawns 
looking great through summer.

How to control 
crabgrass
before it appears
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Despite their diminutive stature, ticks are a big 
concern for people, particularly those with pets. 
As the weather warms, ticks are out looking 

for a host to climb on and get a blood meal. Ticks are 
a significant concern because they can be infected 
with bacteria, viruses or parasites, says the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention. Lyme disease, 
ehrlichiosis, Rocky Mountain spotted fever, tularemia, 
and babesiosis are just a few of the many tick-borne 
diseases. These pathogens can be passed to humans 
and pets via the bite of infected ticks.
In 2018, at least one variety of disease-transmitting tick 
had been found in all of the lower 48 states, according 
to the CDC. In addition, researchers at Cornell 
University identified 26 species of ticks along the East 

Coast alone. Preventing 
tick bites has never been 
more important. The 
process starts right in 
one’s own backyard.
According to Consumer 
Reports and the New 
York State Integrated 
Pest Management 
Program, controlling 
wildlife that enters one’s 
yard can help keep tick 
numbers down. Open 

access means animals can enter and so can ticks. 
Fencing and pest management solutions may help.
Other ideas include landscaping techniques 
that can reduce tick populations:
• Remove leaf litter from the yard. 
• Clear tall grasses and brush around homes and 
 at the edges of the lawn. Mow regularly to keep 
 the lawn short.
• Create a barrier between wooded areas and the 
 yard if it abuts a forested area. According to
 Consumer Reports, a three-foot-wide path of wood 
 chips or gravel can prevent tick migration by creating 
 a physical barrier that’s dry and sometimes too hot
 for ticks to tolerate. Such a barrier also serves as a 

 visual reminder to anyone in your household to be 
 especially careful if they step beyond the perimeter.
• Bag grass clippings, which can serve as 
 habitats for ticks.
• Remove old furniture, trash and other debris that can
 give ticks places to hide.
• Remember to use a tick-repellent product when 
 venturing into wooded areas. Flea and tick products 
 also are available for pets; consult with a vet.
Ticks are problematic, but various measures can help 
control tick populations in a yard.

Create a safe
tick-free zone 
in your yard

Your Local Mortgage Specialist
• Competitive Rates & Low Closing Costs
• Exceptional Customer Experience
• Conventional, FHA, VA, USDA, FHA, Construction, Jumbo  
   and First-time Home Buyer Grants
• Low down payment options

Call Greg today for your free pre-approval 
or apply online at YourStateBank.

Greg Roebuck
Mortgage Loan Originator

Lima, OH 45805
P 419.228.3361
C 419.302.0864

NMLS 544279
Greg.Roebuck@YourStateBank.com

Subject to credit approval and program requirements.
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Meghann Myers
419-203-9440

4145 Bussert Rd
No reason to build now! This could just be the place you’ve been dreaming to 
own. Single story home sitting on nearly 3 acres of land. This home welcomes 
you with an open floor plan, and cathedral ceiling. The 3 bedrooms and 2 and 
1/2 bath house has 1944 sq ft space, and also includes geothermal heating/
cooling system and a full basement with 9 foot ceilings. Open patio out back 

to enjoy the country setting, with plenty of room to expand to suit your needs.

2172 Lyn Grove
Well kept brick ranch home on large 

lot with fenced in backyard. Many up-
dates including newly renovated bath-

room with Italian marble floor, new 
carpet, new on demand water heater 

in 2015, new sump pumps in 2018, 
some new windows, and a new roof in 
2014 as well. Home was switched from 

electric heat to gas in 2014 and new 
AC and furnace installed. Screened in 

back porch for relaxing.

PENDING
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Largest Fireplace & Stove Display with Over 
300 Units, Including 100 Live Burn Models

5217 Tama Road (1 mile west of 127)
Celina, Ohio

419-363-2230

4147 Elida Road
Lima, Ohio

419-224-4656

O
H

-7
01

33
77

6T

GRILLS • FIRE TABLES • LOG SETS • FIREPLACES • STOVES • SPAS

Serving � e Area For 
Over 40 Years

www.kerns� replaceandspa.com 
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QUALITY • VALUE • SAFETY Wood Fired Pellet & 
Premium Gas Grills

Outdoor Gas 
Fire Tables

THE OUTDOOR
GREATROOM
COMPANY

Lifetime Warranty Spa


