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We have 40+ years 
of experience 
and a network 
of 25+ Realtors!

Looking to Buy or Sell?
Let us go to work for you!

Check out our new website! www.rsre.com
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Backyard barbecues are 
synonymous with warm weather. 
And why wouldn’t they be? 
Grilling over an open flame when 
the weather is warm embodies 
the relaxing spirit of spring and 
summer, prompting many people 
to leave their oven ranges behind 
in favor of charcoal and gas grills.

As relaxing as backyard 
barbecues can be, they can 
quickly take a turn for the worse 
if cooks don’t emphasize safety 
when grilling out. According 
to the National Fire Protection 
Association, an average of 9,600 
home fires are started by grills 
each year. In fact, the Consumer 
Product Safety Commission notes 
that, between 2012 and 2016, an 
average of 16,600 patients went 
to the emergency room each 
year because of injuries involving 
grills.

Such statistics only highlight 
the need to balance the fun of 
grilling with safety when hosting 
a backyard barbecue or cooking 
for the family. The following are 
some steps people can take to 
ensure their backyard barbecues 
are safe.

• Recognize that gas grills 
pose a threat as well. It’s easy 
to assume gas grills don’t pose 
as great a threat as charcoal 
grills, which produce soaring 
flames once the charcoal is lit. 
But the NFPA notes that gas grills 
are involved in 7,900 home fires 
per year. No grill is completely 
safe, and cooks must emphasize 
safety whether they’re using gas 
grills, charcoal grills or smokers.

• Only use grills outdoors. 
Grills should never be 
used indoors. Even if rain 
unexpectedly arrives during a 

backyard barbecue, keep the 
grill outside. If unexpected rain 
is accompanied by lightning and 
thunder, extinguish the fire in the 
grill and go indoors.

• Place the grill in a safe 
location. Grills should be placed 
well away from the home. 
Avoid locating grills near deck 
railings or beneath eaves and 
overhanging branches. Cut 
overgrown branches before 
lighting a grill fire if they are in 
close proximity to the grill.

• Keep your grill clean. The 
buildup of grease and fat, both on 
the grill grate and in trays below 
the grill, increases the risk of fire. 
Clean the grill routinely.

• Properly light the grill. 
Lighting gas and charcoal grills 
requires caution. Before lighting 
a gas grill, make sure the lid is 
open. If you must use starter fluid 
to light a charcoal grill, the NFPA 
advises using only charcoal 
starter fluid. Never add any fluids 
to the fire after it has been lit.

• Do not leave a grill 
unattended. Cooks should never 
leave a lit grill unattended. If 
you must leave the grill, only 
do so if another adult can stand 
in your stead. Lit grills pose 
a threat to children and pets, 
and unattended grills can be 
blown over by gusts of wind or 
tipped by wild animals, such as 
squirrels. Standing by a lit grill at 
all times can protect against such 
accidents and injuries.

Grilling is a favorite 
summertime activity. For more 
information about grilling safety, 
visit www.nfpa.org. 

Enjoy safe backyard 
barbecues this summer

All real estate advertised herein is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any preference, limitation or discrimination because of race,Color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status or national origin, or intention to make any such preference or limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not knowingly accept any advertising which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwellings are available on an equal opportunity basis. For further 
information,Call HUD, Toll Free at 1-800-669-9777. All houses subject to prior Changes without 
notice. The Lima News reserves the right to refuse any advertising which we deem unsuitable for 
any publication. No liability assumed for errors or omissions of advertisers from the index. Unless 
otherwise noted, all photographs, artwork and ad designs printed in Real Estate Marketplace are 
the sole property of The Lima News and may not be duplicated or reprinted without The Lima News’ 
express written permission. The Lima News and advertisers are not responsible for any typographical, 
production or ad Copy errors, including inaccurate information provided by advertisers.

Real Estate Marketplace is a monthly publication designed to bring home buyers 
and sellers together.

Published by The Lima News – Lima, OH 45807 – (419) 993-2040
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Ron Spencer 419-230-1111
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Randy Faulder
419-302-6455

Chet Hittepole
419-234-2458

Ralph Haggard
419-234-0605

Robin Flanagan
419-234-6111

Bonnie Shelley
419-230-2521

Mike Reindel
419-235-3607

Chad Wright
419-236-7143

Devin Dye
419-303-5891

Leann Wannemacher
419-236-2309

Cheryl Faulder
419-302-6456

Barb Coil
419-302-3478

Tim Richards
419-371-3970

Billie Jo Boughan
567-204-3320

Jaylene Smith
419-303-4648

Jamie Spyker
419-234-5305

Mike Hunsicker
419-234-3811

Jim Rhodes
419-236-3616

Clint Spencer
419-230-7778

Hunter Sidener
567-204-0029

Your Road Home Starts Here

www.rsre.com

Guadalupe Diaz Behrens
419-905-7451

¡Hablo Español!

Tim Clark
419-235-7079

Rhonda Hawk
419-302-3050

Jacob McKissick
419-236-1890

Don Cochran
419-934-0651

Eileen Cartagena
567-204-3186

Ryan Staley
419-296-3787
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Check out our new website! www.rsre.comCheck out our new website! www.rsre.com
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LIMA #26
837 W. MURPHY- $69,500

BONNIE SHELLEY
419-230-2521

ANNA #30
16501 KETTLERSVILLE RD. – $75,000

CLINT SPENCER
419-230-7778

FOSTORIA #9
1000 EBERSOLE BLVD. –  $44,900 

DON COCHRAN 
419-934-0651

DELPHOS #116
111-113 E. 12TH –  $129,000

JIM RHODES
419-236-3616

COLUMBUS GROVE #113
134-134 ½ N. HIGH –  $79,000

JIM RHODES
419-236-3616

LIMA #45
1111 ST. JOHNS – $19,000

ROBIN FLANAGAN
419-234-6111

BATH #50
103 N. PERRYSBURG ST. - $87,500

RANDY FAULDER
419-302-6455

ALLEN EAST #20
6200 E. BLUELICK RD. –  $79,900
JACOB MCKISSICK 419-236-1890 
RANDY FAULDER 419-302-6455

BATH #8
570 GARDENVIEW CR. – $319,900

RHONDA HAWK
419-302-3050

USV #10
3923 SR 67 - $299,900

MIKE HUNSICKER
419-234-3811

BATH #3
539 B MONTICELLO AVE. - $66,000

CHERYL FAULDER
419-302-6456

 BATH   #2
3119 LOESCHER RD. - $259,000

RHONDA HAWK
419-302-3050

SHAWNEE #22 
1493 FAIRWAY DR. – $232,000

CHERYL FAULDER
419-302-6456

BATH #18
8252 OTTAWA RD. - $75,900

BONNIE SHELLEY
419-230-2521

PERRY #12
5489 REAM RD. - $239,900

DEVIN DYE
419-303-5891

WAPAK #23
11501 INFIRMARY RD.  – $166,500 

 CLINT SPENCER
419-230-7778

ELIDA #15
2419 LARK AVE. –  $128,000

JACOB MCKISSICK
419-236-1890

SHAWNEE #37
1568 WONDERLICK RD. –  $177,432 

CHAD WRIGHT 419-236-7143 
RYAN STALEY 419-296-3787

LIMA #137
505-507 S. COLE ST. - $69,000

ROBIN FLANAGAN 419-234-6111
RALPH HAGGARD 419-234-0605

Follow Us 
on Social 

Media
ALLEN EAST #157

4257 WAYNESFIELD RD. - $723,130     
RANDY FAULDER

419-302-6455

ADA #21
4719 SR 235 -  $129,000

DEVIN DYE
419-303-5891

BLUFFTON #60
306-310 E. NORTH & 

205-209 E. CHURCH - $320,000
CHAD WRIGHT  419-236-7143
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Lots For Sale
ELIDA $26,900 .528 ac building lot on quiet cul-de-sac. Public 
utilities available. #105 Rhonda Hawk 419-302-3050

ELIDA $27,900 .613 ac building lot on quiet cul-de-sac. Public 
utilities available. #106 Rhonda Hawk  419-302-3050

ELIDA $25,900 .388 ac building lot on quiet cul-de-sac. Public 

utilities available. #107 Rhonda Hawk 419-302-3050

ELIDA $25,900 .481 ac building lot on quiet cul-de-sac. Public 
utilities available. #108 Rhonda Hawk  419-302-3050

ELIDA $26,900 .537 ac building lot on quiet cul-de-sac. Public 
utilities available. #109 Rhonda Hawk  419-302-3050

BATH $140,400 Apx. 15.6 wooded acres on Hadsell Rd. Great 
recreational area w/ abundant wildlife. To be surveyed. #110
Clint Spencer 419-230-7778

BATH $79,000 Apx. 8.313 ac lot w/ apx. 22x38 outbldg., 
city water available. 30’ easement off Bluelick Rd. for 
ingress/egress & installation/maintenance of utilities. #111 
Rhonda Hawk 419-302-3050

BATH $24,900 2.3 ac residential vacant lot on N. West St. 
Consists of 2 parcels. #119  Chad Wright 419-236-7143

ADA $18,500 2 vacant building lots totaling 
.344 ac (100x150) in town w/ city utilities available. 
#123 Don Cochran 419-934-0651

ELIDA $90,000 Apx. 12.96 ac undeveloped land just 

off Brower Rd., near Cole St., zoned commercial. #124 

Randy Faulder 419-302-6455

ALLEN EAST $7,750/AC Apx. 14.08 ac on N. Dixie Hwy. 

across the road from Hidden Creek Golf Course. Apx. 12 ac 

tillable. #129 Devin Dye 419-303-5891

OTTAWA $12,500/AC Apx. 42.44 ac on S. Agner 

St., Ottawa. Zoned commercial & residential, access to US 

Hwy. 224. Streets plotted for future development. #164 

Devin Dye 419-303-5891

Commercial Properties For Sale
ELIDA Cedar sided beauty salon w/ full basement 
and a 70x28 steel building, building has 16’ ceiling 
and concrete fl oors. Building and salon are metered 
separately. #102 Leann Wannemacher 419-236-2309/
Robin Flanagan 419-234-6111

LIMA Vacant land in 3 parcels totaling .345 ac-50x191 
zoned commercial and other 2 lots are residential, corner of 
McPheron & Linden, sold together-will not sell separately. #130 
Robin Flanagan 419-234-6111 

LIMA Commercial property with 9,160 sq.ft. bldg. 
plus 2 story home divided into 3 units & vacant lot. 
Total of 1.05 ac on Pine St. near Market. #135 
Chad Wright 419-236-7143/Ryan Staley 419-296-3787

LIMA 1.67 ac vacant commercial lot on corner of Flanders 
& Central--includes .273 ac vacant resid. lot on Union 
& Flanders--owner will not sell separately--sold together. 
#136 Jacob McKissick 419-236-1890

FOSTORIA Apx. 25.269 ac of open land for 
development, zoned General Business 2, directly 
across from golf course. Consists of 2 parcels. #140 
Don Cochran 419-934-0651

ADA Apx. 2.5 ac of land on SR 309 w/ a fully heated 
Hoge bldg., large parking area/lot, & 30x70 shop fl oor 
w/ 14x11 offi ce area. High traffi c count for rural setting. 
#141 Devin Dye 419-303-5891

FOSTORIA Great investment property w/ historic charm 
consisting of 3 retail store fronts, 3-2BR apts & 1-1BR 
apts. Room to fi nish more apts. Recently remodeled. #142 
Don Cochran 419-934-0651

ALLEN EAST .80 ac commercial vacant gravel lot w/ 
212’ road frontage on Washington St. & 50.4’ frontage 
on Church St. 6’ fence around property w/ 2-20’ gates. 
#144 Ralph Haggard 419-234-0605 

BEAVERDAM Apx. 3,064 sq.ft. commercial bldg. incl. 
offi ce area, shop, storage & 2 restrooms. Fenced lot 
consisting of 3 parcels. Many potential uses! #146 
Randy Faulder 419-302-6455

KENTON Excellent commercial facility on SR 701 w/ 
storage for dry or liquid fertilizer. Offi ce bldg., 60’ truck 
scale & over 5 ac stoned parking area plus storage 
bldgs. & 34x98 workshop. Well & private septic. #148 
Ron Spencer 419-230-1111

ALGER Grill/restaurant located on Lee St./SR 235 in Alger, 
OH. Ample off street parking. Consists of 3 parcels. #150 
Randy Faulder 419-302-6455

BLUFFTON Apx. 31,047 sq. ft. single story comm. 
property just off I-75 on 6.07 ac, last used as a nursing 
home/convalescent home. Private paved parking, shed, 
metal pole barn & small det. garage. Unlimited potential! 
#152 Devin Dye 419-303-5891

FOSTORIA 1.67 ac vacant commercial land ready for 

development, apx. 235’ road frontage on US 23/N. 

County Line Rd. #154 Don Cochran 419-934-0651

FOSTORIA Small, single story commercial bldg. on 

corner lot on Center St., Fostoria. Apx. 1140 sq.ft., off 

street parking. #155 Don Cochran 419-934-0651

BEAVERDAM 37,000 sq.ft. brick commercial bldg. 

w/apts., banquet room w/ show stage, & kitchen. 

Ample parking. Minutes from I-75 & Lincoln Hwy. Endless 

potential! #156 Randy Faulder 419-302-6455

PERRY Apx. 72.5 ac commercial vacant land on E. Breese Rd. 

between St. Johns & Greely Chapel Rd. Minutes from I-75. #161 

Ron Spencer 419-230-1111

PERRY Apx. 68.29 ac vacant commercial land in 

Perry Twp. Located at Breese Rd. & St. Johns. Zoned 

First Industrial Light. Apx. 50 ac wooded. #165

Ron Spencer 419-230-1111

NEW BLOOMINGTON 18 hole golf course in Marion Co., 

SR 95 W. Inc. 2 houses: 2,088 sq. ft. 2 story home w/ main 

fl oor offi ce space & 3BR ranch. Apx. 71.43 acres. #168 

Ron Spencer 419-230-1111

OH-70121438T

Follow Us on Social Media
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Dogs love spending time out-
doors. Dog owners with yards 
know that dogs benefit greatly from 
some exercise in the backyard. 
While that time might be great for 
dogs, it can take its toll on lawns.

Dog urine and feces can 
adversely affect the look and 
health of a lush green lawn. Nitro-
gen is essential to healthy soil, but 
only at certain levels. When those 
levels are exceeded, the result can 
be lawn damage. According to The 
Spruce Pets, an advisory site that 
offers practical tips and training 
advices to pet owners, this is what 
happens when pets frequently 
urinate on grass. Urine is naturally 
high in nitrogen, so when pets uri-
nate on lawns, the grass might turn 
yellow or brown due to the excess 
nitrogen content. Nitrogen also is 
present in lawn fertilizers, further 
exacerbating the problem for pet 
owners who fertilize their lawns. 

In addition to urine damage, 
dogs can trample frosted grass, 
contributing to problems that may 
not become evident until spring, 
and get into areas like gardens 
where they wreak additional havoc.

Pet owners who want to let 
their dogs run free in the yard but 
don’t want damaged grass may 
be tempted to put their pooches in 
diapers or confine them to crates 
when letting them outside. But 
such an approach isn’t nec-
essary. In fact, some simple 
strategies can be highly effec-
tive at 
preventing dog-related lawn 
damage.

• Speak with a landscaper 
about planting new grass. 
Certain types of grass, such 
as Bermuda grass, can with-
stand dog damage better than 
others. Local climate will dic-
tate which types of grass are 
likely to thrive in a given area, 
so speak with a professional 
landscaper about the viability 

of planting new grass.

• Install fencing. Pet owners 
with expansive yards can install 
fencing that allows dogs to spend 
time exercising outdoors without 
granting them access to the entire 
property. Large dogs will need 
more room than small ones, but try 
to build fenced-in areas that allow 
dogs to run freely and get the exer-
cise they need to stay healthy.

• Work with a dog trainer. Dog 
trainers might be able to work with 
dogs so they only urinate in certain 
areas of the yard, greatly reduc-
ing the damage they can cause to 
a lawn. Trainers also might help 
curb digging and clawing behaviors 
that can damage lawns as well as 
gardens.

• Consider hardscaping. Hard-
scaping might be most effective 
for pet owners with small proper-
ties. Hardscaping does not include 
grass and can add visual appeal to 
a property while saving pet owners 
the headaches of dealing with dog-
related lawn damage.

Dogs need time outdoors, and 
homeowners can take various 
steps to protect their lawns from 
dog-related damage.

Simple ways to prevent dog-related lawn damage
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When it can be smart to hire a painting pro
Few things can revitalize a 

home more readily than a fresh 
coat of paint. 

Thanks in part to the affordability 
of paint and its ease of applica-
tion, painting is something that 
even novice DIYers can typically 
handle. According to the marketing 
advice guru Brandon Gaille, it is 
estimated that residential interior 
paint only lasts around three years 
before it needs to be updated. 
Exterior paint can fade, chip and 
peel due to various environmental 
factors. As a result, many homes 
can likely use a fresh coat of paint 
in at least one room. 

As DIY-friendly as painting can 
be, when attempting to paint the 
interior or exterior of their homes, 
homeowners may learn that 
some painting projects are best 
left to the professionals. Paint-
ing requires skill, patience and a 
knowledge of how various paints 
— including finishes for particular 
applications — will hold up. Nov-
ice painters may do more harm 
than good by dripping paint on 
expensive carpeting or floors or 
fail to recognize the nuances that 
indicate a spot-on painting job.

Professional painters have spent 
hours upon hours learning the 
ropes of what works — and what 
does not. Painters often under-
stand that painstaking preparatory 
work is crucial to getting pristine 

finished results. Walls and ceilings 
must be properly repaired and 
prepared even before a base coat 
is applied.

Professional painters also have 
an eye for details. And because 
professional painters make a 
business out of doing interior and 
exterior surfaces, they understand 
which techniques can improve effi-
ciency. That means a professional 
job can typically be completed 
much more quickly than a DIY 
project.

Even though some people think 
they’ll save money by painting 
their own homes, that’s not neces-
sarily true. Professionals already 
have all the equipment necessary, 
unlike novices who may need to 
make repeated and potentially 
costly trips to the hardware store 
for supplies. Plus, if mistakes hap-
pen, DIYers have to spend addi-
tional time and money fixing them. 

Safety can be a large motivator 
for turning painting over to a pro. 
Navigating exterior areas or tall 
interior ceilings can be challenging 
and may require scaffolding or tall 
ladders DIYers do not have. Risk 
of falls or other injuries increase 
with lack of experience.

Painting can give a home a 
facelift, and oftentimes it is smart 
to turn the work over to profes-
sionals to ensure the job is done 
just right.

Some things are just better together.

First-Fed.com

House keys +
welcome mat

Offer of credit subject to credit approval.

2600 Allentown Rd. | 2565 Shawnee Rd. | Lima

The same is true for banking. From preapproval to closing, First Federal 
Bank is right there with you to make settling into your new home a 
breeze. After all, that’s what makes us

Gwen Sackinger
NMLS#  1050354  

Retail Lender 
419-221-1312
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Pools make some backyards 
the places to be in late spring 
and throughout summer. Lazy 
summer afternoons are a lot more 
enjoyable when they’re spent in or 
alongside a pool, and kids tend to 
say “I’m bored” with considerably 
less frequency when a pool is 
within arm’s reach.

Pools are certainly fun, but 
they’re only as fun as they are 
safe. According to the USA 
Swimming Foundation, between 
Memorial Day and Labor Day in 
2018, at least 148 children younger 
than age 15 fatally drowned in 
swimming pools or spas. While 
those figures represented a 9 
percent decline from the year prior, 
148 deaths is still 148 lives lost 
too early.

Pool safety need not come at the 
expense of summer fun. In fact, 
homeowners can employ various 
preventive measures to reduce the 
risk of pool-related accidents on 
their properties.

• Inspect gates around your 
pool. The International Code 
Council®, a member-focused 
association dedicated to the 
construction of safe, sustainable, 
affordable, and resilient structures, 
advises homeowners to inspect 
all pedestrian gates in the barrier 
fences around their pools. Such 
gates should be self-closing and 
self-latching, as both features 
ensure gates are always closed. 
In addition, the ICC recommends 
padlocking other gates around the 
property.

Pool safety starts with prevention

• Remove objects around 
pedestrian gates. Kids can climb 
up on chairs, tables, large toys, 
and other objects left around pool 
gates to gain access to pools even 
when their parents aren’t looking or 
even home. Such items should be 
removed.

• Install a pool alarm. Pool 
alarms can alert homeowners 
to accidental or unauthorized 
entrance into the water. The ICC 
recommends installing such alarms 
while noting that they should not 
be considered a substitute for 
barrier fences or safety covers.

• Install automatic or manually 
operated pool covers. Pool 
covers can effectively prevent 

access to pools, spas or hot tubs. 
At the end of each pool session, 
cover the pool, even during the 
height of summer when pools 
are used daily. The minor task 
of covering the pool is worth the 
considerably lower risk of accident 
or injury if pools remain uncovered.

Summer afternoons at the 
pool can be made much safer by 
adhering to a few safety tips. 

Anyone wishing to attend the home ownership class must have submitted an 
application and been approved. Applications need to be received by LACCA 
no later than two weeks before the start of the class.

If your income is less than the amount listed on the 
chart below and you have not owned a home in the 
last three years and you want to purchase in Allen 
County, you may qualify to earn up to $6,000 for a 
down payment on a home in the City of Lima and up 
to $3,000 for a home in the rest of the County.

Home ownership classes are provided by the
Lima Allen Council on Community Affairs.

Need Help
With That

Down Payment?

For additional information contact the Home Ownership program at
419-227-0158 Ext. 122

(Qualifi cations may vary with different programs.)

1 PERSON 2 PEOPLE 3 PEOPLE 4 PEOPLE 5 PEOPLE 6 PEOPLE 7 PEOPLE 8 PEOPLE
City of

Lima Only

Allen County
Includes City of Lima

$31,300 $35,800 $40,250 $44,700 $48,300 $51,900 $55,450 $59,050

$25,480 $29,120 $32,760 $36,335 $39,260 $42,185 $45,110 $47,970

40
36
14
11

4
0
5
5
1
7
9
1

40565024

1
person

2 
peopLe

3 
peopLe

4 
peopLe

5 
peopLe

6 
peopLe

7 
peopLe

8 
peopLe

City of 
Lima only $30,700 $35,100 $39,500 $43,850 $47,400 $50,900 $54,440 $57,900

If your income is less than the amount listed on the chart 
below and you have not owned a home in the last three 
years and you want to purchase in Allen County, you 
may qualify to earn up to $6,000 for a down payment on 
a home in the City of Lima and you may be eligible for 
limited funds in areas outside of the City.

4
0
6
8
0
0
2
0

$31,700 $37,400 $42,050 $46,700 $50,450 $54,200 $57,950 $61,650

Anyone wishing to attend the home ownership class must have submitted an 
application and been approved. Applications need to be received by West Ohio 
Community Action Partnership no later than two weeks before the start of the class.

419-227-2586
(Qualifications may vary with different programs.)

Home ownership classes are provided by the
West Ohio Community Action Partnership

Anyone wishing to attend the home ownership class must have submitted an 
application and been approved. Applications need to be received by LACCA 
no later than two weeks before the start of the class.

If your income is less than the amount listed on the 
chart below and you have not owned a home in the 
last three years and you want to purchase in Allen 
County, you may qualify to earn up to $6,000 for a 
down payment on a home in the City of Lima and up 
to $3,000 for a home in the rest of the County.

Home ownership classes are provided by the
Lima Allen Council on Community Affairs.

Need Help
With That

Down Payment?

For additional information contact the Home Ownership program at
419-227-0158 Ext. 122

(Qualifi cations may vary with different programs.)

1 PERSON 2 PEOPLE 3 PEOPLE 4 PEOPLE 5 PEOPLE 6 PEOPLE 7 PEOPLE 8 PEOPLE
City of

Lima Only

Allen County
Includes City of Lima

$31,300 $35,800 $40,250 $44,700 $48,300 $51,900 $55,450 $59,050

$25,480 $29,120 $32,760 $36,335 $39,260 $42,185 $45,110 $47,970

40
36
14
11

40
55
17
91

$30,700     $35,100    $39,500   $43,850    $47,400    $50,900    $54,440    $57,900

$19,200    $21,950    $24,700   $27,400     $29,600    $31,800    $34,000   $36,200 
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Anyone wishing to attend the home ownership class must have submitted an 
application and been approved. Applications need to be received by LACCA 
no later than two weeks before the start of the class.

If your income is less than the amount listed on the 
chart below and you have not owned a home in the 
last three years and you want to purchase in Allen 
County, you may qualify to earn up to $6,000 for a 
down payment on a home in the City of Lima and up 
to $3,000 for a home in the rest of the County.

Home ownership classes are provided by the
Lima Allen Council on Community Affairs.

Need Help
With That

Down Payment?

For additional information contact the Home Ownership program at
419-227-0158 Ext. 122

(Qualifi cations may vary with different programs.)

1 PERSON 2 PEOPLE 3 PEOPLE 4 PEOPLE 5 PEOPLE 6 PEOPLE 7 PEOPLE 8 PEOPLE
City of

Lima Only

Allen County
Includes City of Lima

$31,300 $35,800 $40,250 $44,700 $48,300 $51,900 $55,450 $59,050

$25,480 $29,120 $32,760 $36,335 $39,260 $42,185 $45,110 $47,970

4
0
5
0
3
8
1
8
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Emerging deck trends Deck trends continue 
to improve on the form 

and function of outdoor 
living spaces.

Custom-built decks can 
expand usable outdoor 
entertaining spaces. Decks 
can surround pools and create 
outdoor patio areas that make 
it easy to establish multitiered 
living spaces, improving the 
functionality of outdoor areas.

Certain deck trends have 
emerged as industry experts’ 
top picks for the upcoming 
remodeling and renovation 
season. For those thinking of 
revamping an existing deck, or 
building an entirely new one, 
these trends are on point.

• Established perimeters: 
“Picture framing” is not a new 
trend, but one that has taken 
greater hold in recent years. 
The term refers to aesthetically 
appealing designs that conceal 
the ends of deck boards for 
a clean finish. Some designs 
feature contrasting material 
colors on the ends for even 
more impact. This helps create 
refined perimeters for a polished 
look.

• Roof-top decking: Urban 
areas also can benefit from 
decking to create usable 
outdoor spaces. In fact, 
many new condominium and 
townhouse communities are 
incorporating roof-top decks 
into their designs, particularly in 
communities with water views or 
other impressive vistas. HGTV 
experts suggest roof-top decks 
feature light-colored materials 
and fixtures to help keep the 
area cool even in direct sunlight.

• Distressed hardwood: 
Builder and Developer, a 
management resource for 
professional homebuilders, 
says that the trend for using 
distressed hardwoods at 
home has migrated outside. 

Some decking manufacturers 
have recently introduced 
low-maintenance composite 
deck boards that mimic the 
look and feel of distressed, 
rustic hardwood flooring. This 
weathered appearance gives 
the look of age without the 
upkeep of real aged wood.

• Wooden walkways: 
Decking can be the more 
traditional design people 
envision with a patio table or 
outdoor furniture. But it also can 
consist of wooden walkways or 
a low-laying patio  to accentuate 
the yard.

• Mixed materials: 
Homeowners may be inspired 
by commercial eateries, 
breweries and urban markets 
in their exterior design choices. 
Decks featuring composite 
materials and aluminum railings 
blend sophistication, urban 
appeal and comfort.

• Personal touches: 
Homeowners can customize 
their decks with personal 
touches. It’s not unheard of to 
wrap columns in stone or glass 
tiles for more impact. And a vast 
array of decking colors now 
enables fun interpretations for 
outdoor areas.

• Fire pit conversation area: 
Many decks can incorporate 
water or fire elements for 
visual appeal. Gas-fueled 
fire elements can expand the 
functionality of decks beyond 
the warm seasons, or make 
enjoying them practical on 
nights when the temperature 
plummets.

Decks are reimagined in many 
different ways with continually 
evolving trends.

NO
UPFRONT

FEES!
Lima

419-224-7334 ∙ 800-482-3515
523 W. High St.

WHY RENT WHEN YOU CAN BUY?
Owning a home has never been easier than

with our 100% Purchase Program.
Now you can buy the home of your dreams

with No Money Down!

Refinance or Purchase. Just Tell Us How Much!

Rates Subject To Change. Lock In Today. NMLS264028

WE SPECIALIZE IN FIRST TIME HOMEBUYERS
∙ Purchases (FHA/VA/USDA) ∙ No Application Fee ∙ Slow Credit Programs ∙

∙ Debt Consolidation ∙ Cash for Any Reason

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY $0 Down Payment

Required.
Term is 30 Years.

Fixed rate is 4.50%
APR is 4.81 to 4.93

Rates Subject to Change.

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

LOAN AMOUNT MONTHLY PMT.
$50,000 $255.03
$75,000 $381.70
$100,000 $508.37
$125,000 $635.04
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Oxygen is essential for the roots of grass to breathe and grow strong enough to 
support healthy lawns. But according to the Center for Agriculture, Food and the 
Environment at the University of Massachusetts Amherst, compacted soil can produce 
a decrease in oxygen content that can make it hard for roots to thrive. Soil compaction 
can result from a number of activities, including walking on grass or driving or parking 
vehicles on grass. When soil is compacted, it breaks into small particles that reduce the 
amount of pore space in the soil. That makes it hard for water, oxygen and nutrients to 
get through, threatening the strength of the roots and putting the grass in jeopardy. 
Aerating a lawn can help homeowners foster strong root growth and healthy grass. 
When to aerate may be contingent upon local climate, so homeowners who suspect 
the soil in their yards is compact should consult with a local landscaping professional to 
determine the best time to aerate their lawns. 

Did you know?

Reasons to hire an interior designer
How many times have you sat 

on the sofa pouring over a home 
magazine wishing your rooms 
could be ripped from its pages? 
Some people are gifted with a 
natural talent to impart a space 
with perfectly balanced colors 
and schemes that fit with one’s 
lifestyle and design preferences. 
Others are not as equipped. But 
that doesn’t mean design has to 
suffer. An interior designer with 
knowledge and resources who’s 
in your corner can make all the 
difference.

Many people are hesitant to 
bring in professional designers 
because of cost. But contrary 
to popular belief, working with 
an interior decorator is not 
something reserved for the rich 
and famous. Designers actually 
can save homeowners money 
in the long run. A good designer 
will choose the right amount of 
high-quality elements that will 
be durable and timeless. This 
means less money will ultimately 
be spent on replacing cheap 
materials or redesigning rooms 
that have gone out of style.

According to the design 
experts at Homepolish, utilizing 
a designer to transform a 
space can create rooms that 
are more in tune and balanced 

with homeowners’ needs — 
helping to improve mood and 
functionality. That can extend 
to other areas of a person’s life 
and well-being. Putting the task 
of designing a home’s interior in 
someone else’s hands frees up 
time to focus on other projects 
as well.

Designers can look at a 
space with a careful eye and 
not be influenced by items that 
have sentimental attachment. 
He or she can help decide if 
anything should be repurposed 
or removed. Plus, an interior 
designer can help homeowners 
stay on budget.

Designers also can serve 
as liaisons for clients who 
have difficulty communicating 
with builders and architects. 
Designers are trained to think 
about things that homeowners 
tend to overlook, such as 
placement of lighting, outlets 
and room flow. He or she also 
likely has contacts within the 
industry that can be utilized, 
saving even more time and 
money.

A good designer can be 
worth the investment. The end 
results will be an interior that 
homeowners will be proud to 
call home. 
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Your Local Mortgage Specialist
• Competitive Rates & Low Closing Costs
• Exceptional Customer Experience
• Conventional, FHA, VA, USDA, FHA, Construction, Jumbo  
   and First-time Home Buyer Grants
• Low down payment options

Call Greg today for your free pre-approval 
or apply online at YourStateBank.

Greg Roebuck
Mortgage Loan Originator

Lima, OH 45805
P 419.228.3361
C 419.302.0864

NMLS 544279
Greg.Roebuck@YourStateBank.com

Subject to credit approval and program requirements.
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How lawns benefit from aeration
Compacted soil can have a dra-

matic effect on grass. Compacted 
soil blocks oxygen, water and 
nutrients from reaching the root 
systems of the turf. That creates a 
lawn with weak roots, which make 
grass more vulnerable to disease 
and compromising its ability to 
withstand harsh weather, such as 
summer heat. 

The buildup of thatch, which is 
a matted layer of grass clippings 
and other organic debris that 
collects on the top of the soil, is 
one indicator that a lawn could 
benefit from aeration, a process 
in which the surface of the lawn is 
perforated to break up compacted 
soil and allow oxygen, water and 
nutrients to reach root systems. 
Other signs that aeration may be 
necessary include patches of thin 
grass, brown spots and a high 
concentration of clay in the soil.

When faced with a lawn that 
could benefit from aeration, home-
owners may wonder if such as 
task lends itself to DIY or if it’s 
best left to professional landscap-
ers. Aerating a lawn is not always 
easy, and typically it involves the 
use of one of three types of aera-
tors:

• Core aerator: A core aerator 
uses hollow tines to pull plugs of 
soil from the lawn. The plugs are 
left on the surface of the lawn. 
Homeowners can pick up the 
plugs or, according to the grass 
seed experts at Pennington, even 
leave them in the yard and allow 
them to break down.

• Spike aerator: The experts 
at Pennington note that spike 
aerators employ solid, spike-like 
tines to poke holes in the soil. 

These aerators leave the spikes 
in the soil. Some people  wear 
spiked aeration shoes while walk-
ing around the yard to mimic the 
effects of spike aerators.

• Slicing aerator: According 
to Pennington, slicing aerators 
employ rotating blades that slice 
through thatch and down into the 
soil. These aerators leave the soil 
in the ground.

Aerators can be operated manu-
ally, though professionals tend 
to use motorized aerators. The 
machines are often heavy, so 
homeowners should consider their 
health and physical ability before 
deciding to aerate on their own. 
Hiring a professional landscaper 
who has experience aerating may 
the quickest and most effective 
way to restore a lawn to full health.
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Largest Fireplace & Stove Display with Over 300 Units, Including 100 Live Burn Models

GRILLS • FIRE TABLES • LOG SETS • FIREPLACES • STOVES • SPAS

Serving � e Area For 
Over 40 Years

www.kerns� replaceandspa.com 

QUALITY • VALUE • SAFETY

Wood Fired Pellet & 
Premium Gas Grills

Outdoor Gas 
Fire Tables

Lifetime Warranty Spa

(1 mile west of 127)
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