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EXPERTSTHE

Greater Lima Region groups know 
what makes them work well
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By Tara Jones
tjones@limanews.com

LIMA — Local 
American Red Cross 
branches have become 
synonymous with blood 
drives, but there is much 
more they do to provide 
for the community in 
need.

The Red Cross’ mission 
is to prevent and alleviate 
human suffering in the 
face of emergency. On a 
national level, that means 
aiding with victims of 
hurricanes and major 
wildfires, but locally most 
of the disaster response 
is aimed at home fires, 
according to West Central 
Ohio Chapter Executive 
Director Derek Stemen.

“Whenever we respond 
to a disaster, whether 
it’s big or small, what we 
provide is actually the 
same, it just scales up 
or scales down,” Stemen 
said.

Along with emergency 
blood supply, the Red 
Cross also provides food, 
clothing and shelter for 
those in immediate need. 
There is also a focus on 
connecting those effected 
to community resources 
to help put the pieces back 
together.

“The biggest thing that’s 
not necessarily a tangible 
need is that care and 

comfort,” Stemen added. 
“We like to think that our 
volunteers are the best part 
of people’s worst day.”

Because disasters can 
not always be prevented 
or predicted, and most of 

the Red Cross is made up 
of volunteers, there are 
several trainings to get 
them ready for that 3 a.m. 
house fire call.

“You do not have to 
come with a specific skill 

set. You do not have to 
be an expert in disaster 
response,” Stemen said. 
“All you have to do is have 
a heart for caring and really 
want to make a difference 
in the community.”

Stemen said the average 
volunteer may go through 
five to six training 
sessions each year.

Steve Newman has 
been volunteering with 
the West Central Ohio 

Chapter for 11 years since 
retiring. He began with 
donating blood in 1972 
and has now become the 
Disaster Action Team 
Lead and Services Armed 
Forces Lead.

Newman is almost 
always on-call for local 
disaster relief. He has 
been deployed across 
the country to help with 
national disasters and also 
continues to donate blood 
every 16 weeks. He said 
he typically responds to 
emergencies about two 
to three times per week, 
most often providing 
support to local families.

“We cover from A to Z,” 
Newman said. “A lot of 
people don’t realize what 
the Red Cross does. They 
just think about giving 
blood but don’t realize 
what all else we do out 
there.”

Reach Tara Jones at 567-242-0511

AMERICAN RED CROSS: DISASTERS

Tara Jones | The Lima News
Ruth Smith, left, of Waynesfield donates blood at the Feb. 5 donation at the American Red Cross Allen County Chapter House in Lima. Smith has 
donated blood so many times, she has lost count.

Red Cross provides more than blood

By Mackenzi Klemann
mklemann@limanews.com

LIMA — Mercy Health-
St. Rita’s Cancer Center 
is now affiliated with the 
Ohio State University 
James Cancer Research 
Hospital, a move which 
representatives from St. 
Rita’s say will provide 
local patients with access 
to innovative research and 
treatments underway in 
Columbus.

“By taking that affili-
ation, we’re able to take 
some of the newer develop-
ments, the clinical trials 
that are being completed 
at the James, and assist 
with them here in Lima,” 
said Dr. Chris Rhoades, 
an oncologist with Mercy 
Health-St. Rita’s Cancer 
Center. “It offers patients a 
higher chance to get right 
into new treatments, new 
trials that may be of benefit 

to them.”
“It’s all about keeping 

patients in Lima, in their 
local area where their 
families are at, their sup-
port systems are at and 
their care team is at,” said 
Paul Clemments, executive 

director of oncology and 
medical imaging services 
for Mercy Health’s Lima 
and Toledo markets.

Clemments said the affili-
ation will give St. Rita’s 
access to multi-disciplinary 
teams, research, specialists 

and 200 oncologists who 
may consults with local 
physicians.

There are other 
partnerships on the 
horizon, Clemments said, 

St. Rita’s partners with research hospital
MERCY HEALTH-ST. RITA’S: CANCER

Mackenzi Klemann | The Lima News
Dr. Chris Rhoades, an oncologist with Mercy Health-St. Rita’s Oncology Center, talks about the latest 
breakthroughs in cancer treatment.

See HOSPITAL | 3E

“We cover from A to Z. 
A lot of people don’t 
realize what the Red 
Cross does. They just 
think about giving 
blood but don’t realize 
what all else we do out 
there.”

— Steve Newman,
Volunteer
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like the possibility of 
partnering with OSU to 
offer telegentics, or access 
to geneticists who can test 
a patient’s genes and find 
clinical trials or treatments 
well-suited to that person’s 
genetic makeup.

The use of DNA in can-
cer treatment is one of the 
greatest breakthroughs 
Rhoades has seen in his 25 
years as an oncologist.

“Identifying within the 
DNA what’s causing the 
cancer has created the 
ability to develop targeted 
therapy, therapy that’s 
directed at a specific abnor-
mality in the cancer cell,” 
Rhoades explained. “That’s 
a huge change. Toxicity is 
less, efficacy is better. What 
is developing because of 
that – we used to say, ‘OK, 
we’re going to treat this 
person with breast cancer, 
we’re going to treat this 
patient with lung cancer.’

“Everybody got separated 
into their separate silos of 

treatment. Now you find a 
genetic abnormality that is 
possible in many different 
types of cancer: Breast, 
lung, colon, anything. So 
instead of treating it as a 
breast cancer treatment, 
you’re going to treat it as 
the genetic abnormality. 
A person with lung cancer 
could get the same treat-
ment as a person with 
breast cancer if they have 
that same genetic abnor-
mality.”

Reach Mackenzi Klemann  
at 567-242-0456.

From page 2E

Hospital

By Jennifer Peryam
jperyam@limanews.com

LIMA — The University 
of Northwestern Ohio’s 
automotive technology 
program provides students 
with education to work in 
the automotive field with 
hands on learning experi-
ence from instructors who 
have expertise in the indus-
try.

Jason Duvall, automotive 
instructor for the past five 
years, said he graduated 
from the program and now 
is teaching students the 
skills he learned to succeed 
in the automotive field. He 
graduated in 2001 from 
UNOH with an associate’s 
degree in automotive and 
high performance.

The university’s Col-
lege of Applied Technol-
ogy offers an automotive 
degree. In one word, Duvall 
said the program’s exper-
tise is experience, as it 
has been around since the 
1970s.

“All of the instructors 
have come from the field 
and worked in the profes-
sion,” Duvall said.

The automotive degree 
allows graduates to have 
careers in working on pas-

senger cars at any dealer-
ship or shop. There also 
are bachelor’s degrees in 
specialized studies and 
a automotive technology 
supervision degree, where 
graduates are able to per-
form managerial tasks in 
the automotive industry.

Students learn about the 
mechanics of the car and 
all of the vehicle’s parts, 
how to disassemble and 
reassemble a transmission, 
how to replace suspension 
components and perform 
vehicle alignments, as well 
as changing tires.

“They have to under-
stand the basics of how the 
components work to be 
able to determine what is 
wrong with the vehicle,” 
Duvall said.

The students learn 
how to mechanically 
repair vehicles bumper to 
bumper. A diesel degree 
is another option where 
graduates can work on 
heavy trucks.

Duvall said the automo-
tive industry is a grow-
ing field where there is a 
shortage of employees to 
do the work.

“Cars are getting more 
advanced, and the typi-
cal person can’t learn the 

trade on their own like 
they were able to do 20 to 
30 years ago,” Duvall said.

Changes in vehicle tech-
nology caused the univer-
sity to constantly look at 
its degrees and change 
and update its curriculum.

“Every year cars have 
new models and technol-
ogy, and there is constant 
change,” Duvall said.

He said the rewarding 
thing about teaching is 
when students learn what 
they are being taught.

Skills students who 
are interested in seeking 
a career in the automo-
tive industry are liking to 
work with your hands and 
the challenge of learning 
new things.

The university has both 
males and females as 
students. There is a need 
for more females in the 
industry.

The advantages of a 
career in the automotive 
industry are being able 
to work on not only cus-
tomer’s vehicles, but your 
own.

There are students from 
all 50 states who have 
completed the automotive 
training at UNOH as well 
as 61 countries.

UNOH offers automotive technology program
UNOH: AUTOMOBILES

Jennifer Peryam | The Lima News
From left, students Chris Berkeley and Wyatt Havens, instructor Jason Duvall and student Ke Wang work on 
a Toyota Prius in an automotive technology class at the University of Northwestern Ohio.

By Jennifer Peryam
jperyam@limanews.com

OTTAWA — United Way 
of Putnam County works 
to unite the community 
and help provide funding to 
serve the young and elderly 
in their times of need.

Jan Fuetter, who has 
served as the organization’s 
executive director since 
April, said they are experts 
in uniting people to help 
one another.

“We unite people around 
a common cause, whether 
it’s fundraising, service 

or solving a problem,” 
Fuetter said.

The organization’s mis-
sion is to provide leader-
ship in uniting the commu-
nity by identifying its needs 
and bringing together the 
resources necessary to 
improve the quality of life 

for all Putnam County resi-
dents.

United Way receives its 
funding from the Putnam 
County community. This 
year’s campaign goal is 
$300,000, and $271,000 
was raised last year. All of 
the funds that are raised by 

volunteers stay local and go 
to help fund the organiza-
tions it supports. Examples 
of programs United Way 
supports are American Red 
Cross, Big Brothers Big 
Sisters of Putnam County, 
Pathways Counseling 
Center, Putnam County 

Council on Aging and Put-
nam County Habitat for 
Humanity.

One of the major pro-
grams United Way supports 
is the Imagination Library, 
in partnership with the 

United Way encourages service
UNITED WAY: UNITY

See SERVICE | 7E
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By Josh Ellerbrock
jellerbrock@limanews.com

BLUFFTON — In 
Bluffton University’s 
Musselman Library, junior 
Emma Cobb had the 
difficult task of selling the 
benefits of organosulfurs 
to college students while 
equipped with only a 
display board and small 
cups of creamy yellow 
soup.

For someone looking to 
head into dietetics — a 
career merging nutrition 
and the medical field — it 
was the perfect training 
in getting people to eat 
healthier.

And it’s that kind of 
hands-on experience 
and scientific rigor 
that has Bluffton 
University worthy of its 
nationally accredited 
dietetics program and 
its accompanying high 
internship placement rate.

“We do a lot of hands-
on experiential learning,” 
Deb Myers, chair of 
Bluffton’s nutrition and 
dietetics program, said. 
“They’re not just learning 
theory. We taught them 
how to develop these 
boards so they can take 
the info and present it to 
the public.”

The 60-or-so Bluffton 
students pursuing 
dietetics have a wide 
range of options after 
graduation, some working 
with hospitals, nursing 
homes, government 
agencies, food banks, 

schools or other 
businesses to focus on 
creating healthy nutrition 
programs for their clients. 
To practice as a registered 
dietitian, certification is 
required.

As for Bluffton’s 
program, Myers said 
the university has high 
internship placement 
rates, close to 85 percent, 
because so much focus 
is on providing good 
opportunities to practice 
instead of just learn. The 
university has a number 
of partnerships with 
community organizations 
— including Mercy 
Health-St. Rita’s Medical 
Center, Bluffton schools, 
Whirlpool, Ruler Foods 
and local WIC offices 
and food banks — that 
a career is just an 
extension of the work 
they’ve already done for 
community members.

For example, a number 
of Bluffton students will 
be heading to Cooper 
Tire on Feb. 28 to talk to 
roughly 150 employees 
with the company to go 
over some good tips in 
planning family meals and 
setting up grocery lists.

“We try to be an asset 
to the community,” said 
Jeanna Haggard, assistant 
professor of nutrition and 
dietetics.

Another aspect of 
Bluffton’s expertise 
is the university’s 
dedication to small 
class sizes. Compared 
to other undergraduate 

programs at major public 
institutions, many of 
Bluffton’s students work 
closely with professors 
and other students, often 
collaborating on projects 
and getting to know each 
other well enough that 
they become a networking 
resource later in their 
careers.

“That’s another super 
amazing thing,” Cobb 
said.

Myers added, “They’re 
well prepared. They 
can hit the internship 
running. They’re known 
for that.”

Reach Josh Ellerbrock 
at 567-242-0398.

Hands-on learning creates new dieticians
BLUFFTON UNIVERSITY: DIETETICS

Photos by Josh Ellerbrock | The Lima News
Sophia Volpe, a junior dietetics student, explains her project to program chair and professor Deb Myers.

Bluffton University’s Health and Wellness Expo gives dietetics students hands-on experience in condensing 
complex nutritional topics into understandable bites.

419-223-1651
WWW.GETHSEMANILIMA.COM
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By Tara Jones
tjones@limanews.com

LIMA — Lima Memorial 
Health System’s goal is to 
provide top-notch technol-
ogy to the community so 
patients don’t have to leave 
for the best possible ser-
vice.

In January 2017, Lima 
Memorial acquired the 
electromagnetic navigation 
bronchoscopy and endo-
bronchial ultrasound tech-
nologies with the help of 
the Lima Memorial Foun-
dation. These technologies 
all work together to provide 
a less invasive and quicker 
diagnosis of lung cancer.

“One of the keys to us at 

Lima Memorial is we are 
the only locally owned and 
controlled hospital in the 
community,” said President 
and CEO Mike Swick. 
“Every dollar generated or 
donated gets re-invested 
here. Nothing leaves the 
community.”

According to Dr. Jason 
Stienecker, Pulmonary Crit-
ical Care Physician at Lima 
Memorial, the ultrasound 
technology gives physicians 
access through the mouth 
and windpipe. It also has a 
higher diagnostic yield.

“Before, the only way to 
biopsy was actually doing 
a surgery where we would 

Lima Memorial 
offers top technology 
at community level

LIMA MEMORIAL: TECHNOLOGY

Tara Jones | The Lima News
The superDimension navigation system reconstructs the airways 
through a CT scan software to show any nodules. Those nodules, 
shown in green, are then mapped out on the right side of the screen so 
physicians can easily access the nodules in 3D.

By Sam Shriver
sshriver@limanews.com   

ADA — Ohio Northern 
University in Ada has 
been educating people 
since 1871.

Its expertise is in its 
people.

“We have a mission 
of educating students 
for success and service. 
That’s what we aim and 
direct all of the resources 
— human, fiscal, physical 
— towards accomplishing 
and where community is 
concerned, obviously we 
want to help the workforce 
in our communities so we 
want our students to iden-
tify a career and a voca-
tion and look at different 
ways they can contribute 
to their professions,” said 
ONU President Daniel 
Dibiasio. “We hope make 
significant contributions 
to their professions but 
also come away from here 
with an ethos of service 
and wanting to give back 
to strengthen their com-
munities.”

A key member of the 
ONU faculty is Rob Alex-

ander, a professor of politi-
cal science.

“He is one of our super-
stars. I’ve got a lot of 
respect for Rob and his 
scholarship, his teaching, 
his commitment to the 
community. He does that 
extraordinarily well,” said 
Dibiasio.

Alexander said, “When 
I was looking for jobs, I 

wanted to be at a teaching 
institution, so I wanted 
to be at a place where you 
could have a close relation-
ship with the students.”

Alexander is often 
sought out by the media 
on all things political. He’s 
considered an expert on 
the Electoral College. 

“One of the things that 
I see is that what I do 

matters. I believe that it’s 
important to be able to get 
people to understand why 
things are the way that 
they are,” Alexander said.

Students also appreciate 
the atmosphere created at 
Ohio Northern University.

“I think it very much 
has that small-town, small-
college vibe of just being 
casual, where we know 
our professors and our 
professors know us,” said 
Seth Ferguson, a senior at 
Ohio Northern University. 
“Instead of being a num-
ber in the system there’s 
actual, genuine interest 
from professors, and I 
think is a huge difference 
from some of my other 
friends who go to big 
schools.

“I’ll say, ‘Oh I talked 
to the president of the 
university today.’ We call 
him President Dan. That’s 
foreign to a lot of other 
people, and I think that’s 
really emblematic of what 
ONU is where you can talk 
to anyone, including the 
university president,”

Reach Sam Shriver at 567-242-0409.

ONU strives for excellence
OHIO NORTHERN UNIVERSITY: RELATIONSHIPS

Sam Shriver | The Lima News
Rob Alexander, political science professor at ONU, enjoys getting to 
know students and the community.

By Mackenzi Klemann
mklemann@limanews.com

LIMA — Rhodes State 
College is one of the few 
colleges in the U.S. with a 
degree program dedicated 
to training concrete mixers 
and technicians. It’s some-
thing the college considers 
itself an expert in, having 
graduated concrete tech-
nicians for more than 20 
years.

“We found there was a 

need statewide to establish 
a program like this,” said 
Erik Robey, assistant pro-
fessor and chair of Rhodes 
State’s civil engineering 
program, who oversees the 
program.

The two-year concrete 
technician program com-
bines industry-specific 
training with basics such 
as chemistry, physics and 
algebra. Those chemistry 

Rhodes State offers 
concrete program  
for more than 20 years

RHODES STATE: CONCRETE

Rhodes State College | Submitted photo
A Rhodes State student mixes concrete during a concrete mixing lab. 
The college is one of a handful of colleges and universities across the 
U.S. offering an associate’s degree in concrete technology.

See LEVEL | 7E

See YEARS | 7E
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Gethsemani director:  

It’s not just a job; it’s a ministry
Three generations of  Gallagher family take care of  cemetery

In 1896, St. Rose Church, the 
original Roman Catholic Church in 
Lima, bought 64 acres of land that 
had once been Dobbins Farm.  
St. Rose named the land Gethsemani. 
Three generations of the Gallagher 
family have cared for and maintained 
Gethsemani Cemetery for 50 years.

“In 1967, my dad, Robert, was 
appointed to the board,” said Dan 
Gallagher, current executive director 
of Gethsemani. “They (the church) 
re-established a board (to address the 
care and maintenance of the cemetery) 
and my dad was one of them. After 
trying several different people and 
contractors and it not working out, in 
1969 my dad said, “We could really 
improve the cemetery.”

“So from 1970 until now it’s been 
my dad, then my brother Denny, 
and then I took over in 1980. Now 
my son, Noah works with me (as 
superintendent) so it’s into a third-
generation business” Gallagher said.

The business of Gethsemani 
includes services ranging from 
internment to maintaining the 
grounds (mowing the grass, 
trimming, repairs and making 
things look nice) and planning 
and completing new development 
(landscaping and new buildings, such 
as a mausoleum). Gallagher and his 
family also must determine changes 
in society that may affect their 
business and then make changes to 
attract and welcome people.

“All of us, from my dad on, we 
look at this as not just a job, but 
as a ministry. Our mission is to 
help people and comfort them at a 
time when they need it the most. 
Everything we do, we want to point to 
Christ and that there is hope”  
he said.

Gallagher said the biggest challenge 
in his work at Gethsemani ranges 
from finding the right words to 
convincing people to plan ahead. He 
said keeping up with the changes in 

society and tradition is tough, too. 
In the near future, Gethsemani will 
offer green burial, which means being 
buried without a casket, vault or 
something to mark the site.

Gallagher’s plan for the future of 
Gethsemani include taking the best 
care possible with the people who 
approach him with their burial needs.

“We want to continue to meet the 
needs of our members through new 
designs and innovations, we’re always 
trying to improve,” he said.
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ELIDA, OH— For the 
past 20 years, Superior 
Credit Union has offered 
mortgage lending ser-
vices to their members. 
Borrowers have numer-
ous options to choose 
from, including fixed 
and adjustable rate loans, 
construction loans, and 
even blankets & wraps.

The credit union cur-
rently services just under 
$1 billion in mortgage 
loans. What makes Supe-
rior so successful?

“Our number one con-
cern is sustaining long-
term homeownership,” 
Vice President of Mort-
gage Lending Michelle 
Snyder explained. “Our 
loan officers aren’t here 
to just take applications. 
We service all of our con-
ventional mortgages and 

look at the borrower’s 
overall financial picture 
to put them in the best 
position possible.”

The 2008 Financial 
Crisis caused more than 
400 banks to close in 
the following four years. 
The delinquency rates 
for subprime mortgages 
rose from five percent to 
almost 22 percent.

During this time, 
Superior Credit Union’s 
delinquency rate was less 
than half of one percent 
– and they opened two 
new branches.

“When the financial 
industry was failing, we 
were thriving because we 
take care of our borrow-
ers,” Snyder said.

Today, Superior Credit 

Union is the number 
one mortgage lender in 
Allen, Auglaize, Hardin 
and Putnam counties. 
More than a dozen 
mortgage professionals 
at Superior are ready to 
serve the homebuyers 
in their 22-county field 
of membership ranging 
from Toledo to Cincin-
nati.

Superior Credit Union is Local 
Expert on Mortgage Loans
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By J Swygart
jswygart@limanews.com

LIMA — Bird-watching 
has become one of the 
fastest growing hobbies in 
the country, with an esti-
mated 45 million enthusi-
asts engaged in the sport.

Birders in Allen and 
seven surrounding coun-
ties share their love of the 
hobby, as well as a uni-
versal enthusiasm for pro-
grams and projects which 
benefit the environment, 
through membership in 
the Tri-Moraine chapter 
of the National Audubon 
Society. The chapter 
covers Allen, Auglaize, 
Hancock, Hardin, Logan, 
Mercer, Shelby and Van 
Wert counties.

Dr. Jackie Augustine, 
an associate profes-
sor at the Ohio State 
University-Lima campus, 
became interested in bird-
watching at an early age 
and “sought out Audubon 
organizations wherever 
I’ve been.”

For the past 10 years, 
that has been with the 
Tri-Moraine chapter. She 
said members of the local 
chapter are a diverse 
group of people with a 
common interest in the 
environment.

“We do monthly field 
trips and take part in the 
annual Christmas Bird 
Count, with outings at 
Grand Lake (St. Marys) 

and Indian Lake,” Augus-
tine said. “During the 
Christmas counts, we 
collect data on common 
birds, and it’s also a good 
excuse to get outside.”

Recently the group 
teamed with the Johnny 
Appleseed Metropolitan 
Park District to conduct 

another annual event, 
the Great Backyard Bird 
Count, which provides 
less experienced birders 
the chance to learn more 
about the hobby from 
more veteran birders.

But Augustine stressed 
that the Tri-Moraine 
Audubon Society is about 

much more than bird-
watching.

“Our members have a 
lot of environmental inter-
ests. If the birds are slow, 
we look at insects … or 
mushrooms.”

She said members go on 
field trips, take pictures, 
feed birds, educate, sup-
port environmental activi-
ties, plant trees and enjoy 
spending time with other 
nature lovers. Tri-Moraine 
Audubon has numerous 
fundraisers throughout 
the year to raise money 
for environmental educa-

tion and habitat improve-
ment projects.

Augustine said members 
are proud of the habitat 
restoration projects in 
which the club have been 
involved. Topping that list 
is the chapter’s acquisi-
tion of the former Camp 
Myeerah Girl Scout prop-
erty in Bellefontaine.

“We purchased the prop-
erty and then donated it 
to the Bellefontaine Joint 
Recreational District just 
to keep that wonderful 
property open to the pub-
lic,” she said.

Augustine said 2019 has 
been deemed the “Year of 
the Bird” in recognition 
of the 100th anniversary 
of the Migratory Bird 
Act, which provided fed-
eral protection to certain 
migratory species.

The Tri-Moraine chap-
ter of the National Audu-
bon Society meets at 7:30 
p.m. the first Tuesday of 
the month (with a break 
during winder months) 
at the Student Services 
Center on the OSU-Lima 
campus. Annual member-
ship dues are $15.

Much more than birding

J Swygart | The Lima News
For some birders, stalking a red-headed woodpecker with their camera — such as this one seen recently at Hermon Woodlands Metro Park — is all part of the allure of the hobby.

TRI-MORAINE AUDUBON SOCIETY: ENVIRONMENT

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 

ALLEN COUNTY
Population, July 1, 2017: 
103,198
Population change since 2010: 
-2.9%
People under age 5: 6.2%
People under age 18: 23.2%
People over age 65: 17.2%
Females: 49.5%
White alone: 83.2%
Black alone: 12.6%
Asian alone: 0.8%
Two or more races: 3.0%
Hispanic: 3.1%

AUGLAIZE COUNTY
Population, July 1, 2017: 
45,778
Population change since 2010: 
-0.4%
People under age 5: 6.3%
People under age 18: 24.3%
People over age 65: 17.9%

Females: 50.2%
White alone: 97.3%
Black alone: 0.6%
Asian alone: 0.6%
Two or more races: 1.2%
Hispanic: 1.7%

HARDIN COUNTY
Population, July 1, 2017: 
31,364
Population change since 2010: 
-2.2%
People under age 5: 6.2%
People under age 18: 23.1%
People over age 65: 15.7%
Females: 50.3%
White alone: 96.5%
Black alone: 0.9%
Asian alone: 0.7%
Two or more races: 1.5%
Hispanic: 1.7%

PUTNAM COUNTY
Population, July 1, 2017: 
33,878
Population change  

since 2010: -1.8%
People under  
age 5: 6.7%
People under age 18: 25.5%
People over age 65: 16.9%
Females: 49.8%
White alone: 98.1%
Black alone: 0.6%
Asian alone: 0.3%
Two or more races: 0.7%
Hispanic: 6.2%

VAN WERT COUNTY
Population, July 1, 2017: 
28,217
Population change since 2010: 
-1.8%
People under age 5: 6.1%
People under age 18: 23.3%
People over age 65: 18.6%
Females: 50.9%
White alone: 97.0%
Black alone: 1.0%
Asian alone: 0.3%
Two or more races: 1.4%
Hispanic: 3.2%

OUR POPULATION

“Our members have a lot of environmental 
interests. If the birds are slow, we look at 
insects … or mushrooms.”

— Dr. Jackie Augustine,
Associate professor at the Ohio State University-Lima campus
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Tool and Machine Co., Inc.
445 North McDonel Street

Lima, Ohio 45801-1194
(419) 227-0103 • Fax: (419) 227-5984 • www.gasdorf.com

Gasdorf Tool and
Machine Company

has long been recognized 
as a pacesetter in precision 

machinery design. 
With over 60 years of 

experience combined with 
continuous technological 
advancements, Gasdorf 

has earned a reputation of 
excellence for the company.

Gasdorf provides complete services 
from concept, to engineering, to 

machine building. We also provide 
reverse engineering services including 

drawings and manufacture of your 
existing parts. Gasdorf is also highly 
qualifi ed in the machining of exotic 
materials and close tolerance work.

Pacesetter in Precision Machinery Design

Pacesetter in Precision Machinery Design

Tool and Machine Co. Inc.
Designers and Builders of Special Machines, Tools and Dies

2015
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make a cut in the chest and 
put a camera down under 
anesthesia,” Stienecker 
said. “Before, you could 
only access a few of the 
lymph nodes, but with the 
endobronchial (ultrasound 
technology), you can 
access all but two lymph 
nodes, and those are the 
ones in front of the heart.”

Along with this tech-
nology, it’s the teamwork 
that makes Lima Memo-
rial successful. Stienecker 
works very closely with 
nurse navigator Shannon 
Kohls and radiologist Dr. 
G. Brooks Brennan to move 
as quickly and accurately as 
possible. It’s that close and 
streamlined process that 
sets Lima Memorial apart, 

Stienecker said.
“As soon as the refer-

ral is in (to us), you will 
know your diagnoses 
within a week,” Stienecker 
said. “This has helped us 
become very efficient in 
diagnosis. The national 
average with navigational 
bronchoscopy is about 60 
to 70 percent yield. I am 
93 percent with it, so well 
above the national aver-
age.

“Everybody’s phi-
losophy in this office is 
get (patients) in now,” 
Stienecker added. “We do 
have truly a good rapport 
that, in these situations 
where it’s really necessary 
to diagnose, we can do it 
right now and get it taken 
care of. I hate somebody 
not knowing and losing 
sleep.”

Reach Tara Jones at 567-242-0511.

and physics courses are 
essential, Robey said.

“You need to have a 
basic understanding of 
chemistry to understand 
how these mixes are going 
to react,” Robey explained.

The same goes for 
physics. If students don’t 
understand concepts such 
as structural integrity, they 
won’t be able to determine 
how thick their concrete 
mix should be in various 
settings, Robey said.

Why offer the program? 
Robey said the field has 
grown more complex over 
the years, with a growing 
emphasis on quality con-
trol, making it harder for 
high school graduates to 
advance in the field with-
out some post-secondary 
training. There is high 
demand for concrete spe-
cialists, he said.

“Historically speaking 
… you graduate from high 
school, you go down to 

the ready-mix plant, you 
get a job and work your 
way up to being a batch 
person or concrete tech-
nician,” Robey said. “As 
these mixes became more 
complicated … the industry 
realized we’ve got to train 
these folks. That’s where 
we came into the spot-
light.”

Robey said his graduates 
have gone on to work for 
ready-mix suppliers, con-
crete testing companies, 
government agencies such 
as the Ohio Department of 
Transportation and private 
construction companies. 
Many students take their 
associate’s degree and 
transfer to a four-year 
program in construction 
technology or engineering, 
he said. Some stay close to 
home in Lima or elsewhere 
in Ohio, but Robey said 
the demand is nationwide.

“If they want to take a 
degree and move away, 
there’s lots of options for 
them,” he said.

Reach Mackenzi Klemann at 567-242-
0456.

Dollywood Foundation. 
Children birth through 
age 5 receive free books 
once a month that are 
purchased by United Way 
using campaign funding.

“The benefits of this 
program are that it instills 
the love of reading and 
learning at an early age. 
Research shows the 
sooner you can get your 
children involved in read-
ing, the better opportu-
nity they have for a great 
academic career,” Fuetter 
said.

She said the United 
Way became an expert 
by working with its 
20-member board to learn 
about the needs in the 
community that needed to 

be addressed. United Way 
also meets with other 
service organizations 
in the community once 
a month to talk about 
needs.

“The board members 
spread the mission and 
awareness, and they 
also help us to secure 
funding to make sure 
the programs we run are 
possible,” Fuetter said. 
“Our mission is neighbor 
helping neighbor.”

In addition to 
Imagination Library, 
United Way also offers a 
Fighting Hunger program, 
where funds are set aside 
to help local food pantries 
purchase needed supplies.

A Stuff The Bus back 
to school program occurs 
in August, where school 
supplies are distributed 
to students in Putnam 
County.

By Tara Jones
tjones@limanews.com

LIMA — The Ohio 
State University-Lima 
is committed to provid-
ing the community with 
access to the highest-level 
education.

Interim Dean Joseph 
Brandesky said the intent 
with branches such as 
OSU-Lima is to provide 
its students “accessibility, 
affordability and excel-
lence.” In June 2018, the 
Buckeye Opportunity 
Program expanded to sup-
port an additional 1,200 
students across all of its 
regional campuses.

“What some people may 
have noticed is, in the 
past, there was an occa-
sional disconnect between 
OSU-Columbus and OSU-
Lima. That is less and 
less the case,” Brandesky 
said. “The notion was to 
bring all of those people 
who have been previ-
ously somewhat disen-
franchised, to give them 
an Ohio State education 
and be able to take those 
talents back to perhaps 
their own region. In terms 
of accessibility, we, the 
regional campuses, are 
playing an integral role.”

OSU-Lima offers two 
specific initiatives toward 
student success — the 
Each One Teaches One 
mentor program, or E1T1 

for short, and the Genera-
tion1 Learning Commu-
nity.

The E1T1 mentor pro-
gram pairs under-served 
student populations with 
current students of a 
similar background and 
interests. After its inau-
gural semester, those in 
the program average a 
GPA of 2.7 among 16 stu-
dents versus a GPA of 2.3 
among 10 students who 
declined participation in 
the program.

“We have high hopes 
that this E1T1, which 
again was supported by 
the president from Ohio 

State in Columbus for all 
the regional campuses, is 
going to be a way to get 
at this business of excel-
lence; of striving and 
creating the opportunity 
for students to really get 
better to move into their 
college career,” Brandesky 
explained.

The Generation1 
Learning Community is 
aimed more specifically 
at students who are the 
first generation college 
students. This community 
was formed in the 2014-15 
academic year, and has 
grown from six partici-
pants to now 97 for the 

2018-19 year. More than 
one-third of OSU-Lima’s 
campus student popula-
tion is considered a first 
generation college stu-
dent, according to Enroll-
ment Services.

“It’s having an effect,” 
Brandesky said. “Students 
are coming in without 
having an understanding 
of what a college educa-
tion is, what the expec-
tations are, and these 
courses help them to try 
to assimilate and maybe 
to develop the believe that 
they can do this.”

Reach Tara Jones at 567-242-0511.

OSU-Lima promotes accessibility to excellence
OHIO STATE-LIMA: ACCESSIBILITY

OSU-Lima | Submitted photo
Breanna Byrd, right, a freshman in zoology of Lima, works with Erika Schnepp, Ohio State Lima’s 
Learning Center manager and retention coordinator, during a social mixer for the Each One Teaches 
One mentorship program. Byrd is one of the 16 mentees and 10 mentors in the pilot program at Ohio 
State Lima.

Jennifer Peryam | The Lima News
Jan Fuetter, the executive director of United Way of Putnam County, 
organizes books that are a part of the organization’s Imagination 
Library program.

From page 3E

Service

By Josh Ellerbrock
jellerbrock@limanews.com

WAPAKONETA — At 
Von der Haus Gill, heroes 
are born, not made.

And Al Gill has bred a 
lot of them — more than 
3,000 in the last 34 years 
— many sent out across 
the nation to serve in law 
enforcement in police 
departments’ K-9 units.

On his 20-acre facility 
east of Wapakoneta, Gill 
breeds German shepherds 
to fulfill a role in law 
enforcement by making 
sure they have the right 

combination of instincts.
To find good stock, 

Gill sources his German 
shepherds from Germany 
due to the overall higher 
quality of breeds available 
overseas. He makes the 
trip five to six times a year 
to find dogs with good 
instincts to bring back 
to Ohio and breed more 
dogs. His current facility 
can hold up to 60 adult 
animals.

Once dogs are raised or 
acquired, the next step is 
training, where dogs and 

A K-9 police academy
VON DER HAUS GILL: POLICE DOGS

Josh Ellerbrock | The Lima News
Al Gill holds a 3-month-old German shepherd he helped raise at his 
dog breeding facility east of Wapakoneta.See ACADEMY | 9E
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Lima News – Spirit Edition 2019
Thanks to a strong economy and recent tax cuts, Citizens National Bank’s 2018 earnings reached another record level. Our net 
income was a record-breaking $16.1 million and return on equity finished the year at 21.01%. Total assets grew by $41 million, 
ending the year at $858 million. Locally, the Lima and Elida market saw solid growth in total and core deposits as well.
We’ve recently added new products which aid our customers in managing their finances. Credit Sense integrates with online and 
mobile banking and allows customers to monitor their credit score every time they log in. We introduced Transfer Now last month 
which offers the opportunity for CNB customers to transfer money from external accounts into their CNB checking or savings. We 
also now offer Mobile Wallets, allowing all CNB credit and debit cards to be added to Apple Pay, Samsung Pay or Google Pay to 
make it easy to pay for items easily with just your phone.
As we move forward into 2019, we invite you to partner with Citizens National Bank for your financial needs. We offer accounts that 
feature unlimited free ATM usage and competitive interest rates. We also offer educational opportunities through our newsletters 
and our social media channels including Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and Instagram, as well as live events such as our Economic 
Forecast and a new series of Lunch and Learns we’re launching this year. To learn more about any of these opportunities, simply 
visit our website, cnbohio.com, or follow us on any of our social media channels.
Description of the bank
Citizens National Bank began in 1920 with its original location in Bluffton, Ohio. We currently have 9 locations throughout Ohio; 
Bluffton, Lima, Elida, Van Wert, Celina, Findlay, Defiance, Springfield and Toledo. We’re consistently rated high for financial 
performance and safety and soundness by Bauer Financial and Bankrate.com. CNB has a unique focus on small business and 
agriculture, employing more than 20 individuals who specialize in business banking and agricultural lending.
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By Sam Shriver
sshriver@limanews.com

VAN WERT — In times 
of emergency, the Van Wert 
Community Emergency 
Response Team team is 
there, to help first respond-
ers with food, water and 
other support.

Nationally, CERT started 
after the terrorist attacks 
on Sept. 11, 2001, and 
the organization officially 
formed in Van Wert County 
on Feb. 1, 2018.

“The main goal of the 
Community Emergency 
Response Team is to be 
flexible as far as how we 
can respond to community 
disasters. Not only do we 
respond to house fires, but 
we also respond to torna-
does, floods, we do search 
and rescue, and we do 
traffic control on crashes,” 
said Mark Klausing, CERT 
chairman.

There are 12 members on 
the Van Wert County CERT 
team, all with their own 
expertise, which makes the 
group even stronger.

“I’ve been doing it for 17 
years. We’ve got members 

on the team that has been 
on it for 15, 14, 10 years. 
So experience would be our 
top-notch thing in this com-
munity,” said Klausing.

“Rick McCoy, emergency 

management director, relies 
on our experience. We are 
a great help to him. When 
disaster strikes, he calls out 
the team, and we already 
know what to do. We 

already know where to go, 
and we just take off,” Klaus-
ing said.

The Van Wert County 
CERT Team undergoes 
training through the Van 

Wert Fire Department.
“They train us some 

firefighting techniques. 
They teach us first aid and 
CPR and AED. Local law 
enforcement, the police 

department, the sheriff 
department, the state high-
way patrol have trained us 
for our traffic control and 
how to handle security situ-
ations,” Klausing said.

The Van Wert County 
CERT Team was also called 
to assist Auglaize County 
when a downtown Wapako-
neta building caught fire.

“That was huge. We were 
there for 13 hours. They 
were there for four hours 
before we even got there, 
and they were tired. We 
set up a center where they 
could go in and take a nap. 
We kept them fed. We kept 
them hydrated,” Klausing 
said.

“When we roll up on the 
scene, obviously somebody 
is having the worst day of 
their life. Our goal, before 
we leave the scene, is to 
put a smile back on that 
person’s face. We help them 
get assistance throughout 
the community, and we 
help them get back on their 
feet. If we weren’t here, 
there would be nobody to 
do that,” said Klausing.

Reach Sam Shriver at 567-242-0409.

Heavy on experience
VAN WERT COUNTY CERT: ASSISTANCE

Submitted photo
The Van Wert County CERT team is often on hand in times of emergencies.

By Jennifer Peryam
jperyam@limanews.com

OTTAWA — When dogs 
are found neglected, abused 
and lost, it is Putnam 
County Chief Dog Warden 
Mike Schroth’s responsibili-
ty to either get them recon-
nected with their owners or 
find them a new home.

Schroth, who has served 
in the position 11 years 
in August, said he gained 
expertise in public service 
by serving in law enforce-
ment as a part-time special 
deputy and a part-time 
dispatcher at the Putnam 
County Sheriff’s Office.

Since there is no humane 
society in Putnam County, 
Schroth handles animal 
enforcement and adoptions 
alone.

Schroth said he is an 
expert because he has 
developed compassion for 
the dogs in his care.

“If I could describe in 
one word my expertise, 
it is caregiver. We are the 
dog’s last hope at finding a 
new home,” Schroth said, 
sitting in his office at the 
Putnam County Dog Shel-
ter at the Putnam County 
Fairgrounds. 

The dog warden is 
responsible for enforcing 
dog licensing and said 
every dog over the age of 3 
months is required to have 
a current dog license in 
Ohio. 

“When I stared out in 
2007, we were at 4,300 dog 
licenses in Putnam County, 
and in 2018 we sold 6,200,” 
Schroth said.

There have been many 
changes over the years in 
the dog warden’s office.

“When I first started, we 
were bringing in 400 to 450 
dogs a year and euthaniz-
ing every week. Last year 
we were down to 145 dogs, 

and we only had to eutha-
nize 11,” Schroth said.

Schroth found dogs 
abandoned in the country 
and in downtowns or by a 
person who says a dog is 
lost or surrenders the dog 
to the shelter because they 
can no longer care for them 
themselves.

One of the major advanc-
es is using Facebook to 
help get a dog back to its 
owner, posting the missing 
dog’s photo on the site with 
information.

After finding the miss-
ing dogs, the goal is to get 
them back to their owners, 
but that doesn’t always hap-
pen.

”We must wait three days 
by law to get them adopted 
out,” Schroth said. “If they 
are not adopted, the dogs 
go to a rescue facility in 
Auglaize County.”

At the rescue facility, an 
adoption certificate and 

home visit and reference 
checks are required.

At the shelter, there is a 

fenced-in area the dogs can 
run around in to get exer-
cise, and they have access 

to food and water.

Reach Jennifer Peryam at 567-242-
0362.

Dog warden cares for lost, abused

Jennifer Peryam | The Lima News
Putnam County Dog Warden Mike Schroth stands outside the county’s animal shelter, where dogs that are 
lost or neglected are taken until they are adopted.

PUTNAM DOG WARDEN: CAREGIVING
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•  13 Locations in 
North West Ohio

•  Serving NW Ohio 
Since 1933

Radio Hospital 
has the Cure 
for All of Your 

Wireless Needs!

 www.radiohospital.com
419-229-6010

State 
Accounting

Service

2050 Spencerville 
Rd., Lima

419-229-4781
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handlers spend six weeks 
bonding and learning the 
ropes during 12- to 14-hour 
days.

“They’re usually pretty 
tired. It’s grueling,” Gill 
said. “When it gets to 
a point when the dogs 
are exhausted, we take a 
break.”

Lessons, however, often 
continue for their handlers. 
From medical requirements 
of dogs to the necessary 
legal knowledge, a han-
dler’s learning is supple-
mented in the classroom.

By the time the German 
shepherds are cleared to 
put on a badge, officer and 

dog should have formed 
a well-reinforced bond, 
strengthened by well-
focused attention on the 
two’s relationship.

It’s something Gill knows 
well, with first-hand experi-
ence.

When Gill first got into 
dog breeding, he was asked 
to prepare a dog for the 
Wapakoneta Police Depart-
ment and work as a police 
dog handler. In those days, 
dogs were bred for single 
purposes, such as tracking, 
officer protection work or 
tactical operations.

But today, breeding has 
changed the types of dogs 
available. Many police 
departments now prefer 
multi-purpose dogs due to 
the lower costs involved. 
Gill has also seen the rise 

of explosive detection dogs 
due to the rise of homeland 
security interests in the last 
two decades.

As for Von der Haus Gill, 
the business snowballed 
as Gill gained experience. 
While he works to train 
and breed dogs for law 
enforcement, he’s gained 
some recognition in the 
field, earning a place at the 
national board that sets 
accreditation requirements 
for dog breeders. Some of 
his best “studs” even have 
year-long waiting lists.

“When they give you 
a lifetime achievement 
award, you know you’re 
old,” Gill said. “This is just 
kind of what we all do.”

Reach Josh Ellerbrock at 567-242-
0398.

By Mackenzi Klemann
mklemann@limanews.com

LIMA — Breeding 
racehorses is a time-
sensitive process. The 
gestation period typically 
lasts 11 months, or about 
340 days. But female horses 
– mares – require sunlight 
to stay on cycle. So Al 
Manke, the farm manager 
at Steiner Stock Farm in 
Lima, brings his mares into 
the barn each winter so the 
artificial light keeps them 
on schedule.

Manke then raises the 
newborn horses, known 
as foals, for about one 
year before taking them to 
Lexington and elsewhere 
for yearling sales.

“You’re not going to get 
into horse breeding and be 
a millionaire next year,” 
Manke said.

But Steiner Stock Farm 
has been successful.

The farm has passed 
through several generations 
of the Steiner family since 
the late 1800s. Founded 
as a livery in Bluffton, 
the farm later moved to 
Lima to focus on breeding 
racehorses as demand for 
automobiles cut into the 
livery business, Manke 
said.

Manke estimated the 
farm today is home to 
anywhere from 50 to 75 
horses at any given time in 
the year.

The breeding process is 
entirely artificial.

Ovulation is induced, 
and sperm purchased from 
another farm is inserted 

through a long, straw-
like syringe. Then Manke 
starts checking the mare 
every 10 to 14 days to see 
if the horse is in foal, or 
pregnant.

“At 25 days you can 
see the heartbeat,” he 
said. At 60 days, “they’re 
starting to look like a little 
seahorse. Then I check 

them about 120 (days), 
and they look like a little 
horse in there.”

Once a mare goes into 
foal, or labor, an alarm 
goes off. Manke only has 
minutes to get to the barn, 
as a mare can give birth in 
as little as 20 minutes.

The timing of a 
pregnancy is important too.

In the racing business, 
“every horse turns 1 on 
Jan. 1,” Manke said. 
That means a horse born 
in September would be 
considered the same age 
as a horse born in January, 
for racing classification. 
So Manke tries to breed 
so that mares foal between 
January and May.

Manke keeps mares for 
years. The goal, he said, is 
to get at least three horses 
he bred to the race track 
per mare. But that can 
take six to seven years.

“Say I buy a maiden 
(young mare) and breed 
her,” he said. “She catches 
in foal, she has the foal 
and we raise it and it sells. 

Makes it to the races. 
That’s a three-year process 
before she has a product 
that can make somebody 
some money from the time 
you start … It’s a long-
term investment, and the 
business itself is fickle.”

Reach Mackenzi Klemann  
at 567-242-0456.

Breeding racehorses in Lima
STEINER STOCK FARM: RACEHORSES

Mackenzi Klemann | The Lima News
Al Manke stands with a mare and young foal at Steiner Stock Farm in Lima.

Photos by Josh Ellerbrock | The Lima News
At Von der Haus Gill, the 20-acre facility can hold roughly 60 adult dogs. Each cage seen here has a small 
door entering a larger pen.
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Ellis  
Door & Window Inc.

• Garage Door & 
Openers

• Windows, Siding, 
Roofing

• Entry & Storm Doors

• Residential and 
Commercial

536 W. North St., Lima
419-228-3667

elliskleet@gmail.com

Established 1947
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Established 1994Established 1978

Family Fun!
Grab your 

Friends or Family 
and Join Us!

Edgewood 
Skate Arena
2170 Edgewood Dr. – Lima

419-331-0647
www.rollerskatinglima.com
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Established 1970

1240 W. Market Street
Lima, Ohio 45805

Bus: 419-229-1216
Email: kesner@kes-ins.com

Toll Free: 877-229-1216
www.kesnerins.com

AUTO HOME 
 BUSINESS

LIFE HEALTH  
RETIREMENT PLANNING

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS
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WE PROFIT FOR YOU.
NOT FROM YOU.

Unlike banks, which are for-profit and shareholder owned, 

Superior Credit Union is owned by its members. That’s 

people like you. Superior Credit Union makes decisions 

based on your best interests, and profits go back to our 

members through better rates and services. Learn more 

about the Superior Credit Union advantage at your local 

branch, online at SuperiorCU.com, or call 877.717.2271.

  SuperiorCU.com                      Toll-Free: 877.717.2271             
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