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From Carol Braden-Clarke
President of United Way of Greater Lima

For 100 years, the United Way 
of Greater Lima has been serving 

our community. The 
first United Way 
started in Denver, 
Colorado, in 1887 
when a priest, a 
rabbi, two ministers 
and a woman came 
together to collec-
tively address issues 
facing the communi-
ty and to more effi-
ciently raise funds. 

The concept took root and United 
Ways began forming in communi-
ties across the country. Over the 
years, United Way became known 
as a fundraising organization. In 
2002, the new President of United 
Way of America set the direc-
tion for the United Way system: 

getting back to our original mis-
sion of community impact. Local 
United Ways are uniquely posi-
tioned to bring people together 
to address issues in their local 
communities. Fundraising is an 
important part of what we do but 
not our mission.

Our mission is “To improve 
lives by uniting the caring power 
of our community.” United Way 
continues to do what we are 
known for by conducting an annu-
al campaign to support programs 
in partner agencies that focus on 
education, health and financial 
stability. Volunteers review agen-
cies’ requests for funding each 
year to determine how the pro-
grams align with United Way’s 
goals and look at the outcomes 
and collaborative efforts with 
other organizations. The Commu-
nity Impact Committee volunteers 
then determine how to invest the 

available funds and submit their 
recommendations to the United 
Way Board for final approval.

To impact community issues 
and find real solutions, United 
Way must do more than just invest 
dollars in agency programs. We 
must become true partners with 
organizations in solving issues 
our community faces. No single 
agency can address an issue alone. 
United Way of Greater Lima is 
bringing people together to col-
lectively determine the future we 
want for our community.

Organizations convened by 
United Way are meeting and 
together we have created visions 
for our community. Our vision 
for the children of Allen County 
is to provide resources, role 
models and supports necessary 
for our children to achieve their 
full potential. Our vision for our 
families is to move them from sur-

vival to financial stability and give 
them hope for a better future with 
a sense of belonging, equality and 
opportunity.

As a result of coming together, 
we as organizations see the need 
to create a more coordinated ser-
vice delivery system that seeks to 
go beyond just meeting people’s 
basic needs of food, clothing and 
shelter. By finding out why people 
need the help in the first place, we 
can address the root causes and 
make improvements that support 
the community’s needs. United 
Way believes in teaching people to 
fish, not just giving them a fish.

In our next 100 years, United 
Way envisions a community where 
organizations are working toward 
a common vision for our children 
to reach their full potential and 
where families move beyond sur-
vival to stability because UNIT-
ED, we win.

United Way: Looking ahead

Carol 
Braden-
Clarke

Courtesy of the United Way of Greater Lima
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Serving since the ’70s
From David S. Adams

“If you don’t do it, it won’t get done.” That 
was the 1971 United Way of Greater Lima 
campaign slogan. It did get done that year in 
greater Lima. United Way campaign volunteers 
raised more than a half-million dollars — 

$650,544. Local banker Richard 
Hoffman was campaign chair and 
Superior Metal’s Leo Hawk was 
United Way board president.

And that was the year I began 
an association with our United 
Way. A new hire at Ohio State-
Lima — teaching sociology — I 
was recruited to be the United 
Way key person for OSU’s United 

Way campaign, a position I filled for most of 
the 24 years I taught at OSU-Lima. Eighty-
four years earlier, the United Way began in the 
United States.

In Denver, Colorado, in 1887, the Associated 
Charities of Denver was organized by Frances 
Jacobs, member of the Denver Hebrew Ladies 

Benevolent Society, Episcopal priest Martyn 
Hart, Congregational minister Myron Reed, 
Catholic priest William O’Ryan and Rabbi 
William Friedman. Their organization would 
become the United Way of America, then Unit-
ed Way Worldwide, now celebrating 131 years.

In Allen County, Ohio, on Nov. 11, 1918, 
under Judge Fred C. Becker’s leadership, he 
and other volunteers launched the Allen Coun-
ty War Chest campaign, that later became the 
United Way of Greater Lima. In 1918, it was a 
brief but intensive campaign, benefitting local 
YMCA, YWCA, Jewish Welfare Board, National 
Catholic Council of the Knights of Columbus, 
Library Association, War Camp Community 
Service (USO), Salvation Army and Red Cross. 
In little more than a week, the campaign raised 
an astonishing $650,000. Not until 1971 would 
the United Way raise as much again.

In 1997, my dear wife Estella and I were 
selected as co-leaders of the annual United Way 
campaign. The previous year, Jerome O’Neal’s 
campaign raised more than $2 million, a record-
breaking achievement. Our goal, $2,141,709, 

was ambitious, supporting 28 local social ser-
vice and health agencies, including Children’s 
Developmental Center, which Stell had led for 
28 years. 

In 1998, I was hired by the United Way of 
Greater Lima as half-time director of major 
gifts and planned giving, focusing primarily on 
growing the United Way Endowment. It began 
in 1991 with a generous memorial gift from Vir-
ginia Crouse to honor her late husband Jack, a 
long-time United Way volunteer. I retired from 
this position in 2005 but continue to volunteer 
my time to the United Way of Greater Lima.

Which brings us to this year — 2018 — our 
UW centennial year and this special section of 
The Lima News which tells the United Way of 
Greater Lima story. I hope you enjoy reading it, 
learning about our 100-year history and, once 
again, supporting our local United Way with 
gifts of time and treasure. Please join us as we 
honor our past and build our future.

Thanks very much for helping. Remember to 
“Live United.”

Illustrations courtesy of David S. Adams

Adams
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on 100 years of
community service 
excellence in the

Greater Lima Region and 
for helping us 

launch and grow

Congratulations UNITED WAY

United Way hits century mark
By Sam Shriver
sshriver@limanews.com

LIMA — United Way of Greater 
Lima is turning 100.

The organization helps 19 agen-
cies and 25 programs in the Lima 
Allen County area.

Carol Braden-Clarke has been 
president of United Way for the 
past three years.

“I think when you look at just 
the social service sector in the 
community we cover really a range 
of services that begin with children 
at birth through elderly and senior 
citizens and the services are there 
not only to help people with their 
basic needs and immediate needs 
of food or shelter, those types of 
things but also to look at long-term 
solutions to problems in the com-
munity,” said Braden-Clarke.

Last year, 4,663 students 
engaged in extracurricular enrich-
ment programs, 1,563 victims 
received service from the court 
advocacy program, 713 individu-
als accessed services to maintain 
financial stability, 517 children 
accepted the opportunity to suc-
ceed in early development and 
615 senior citizens benefited from 
programs promoting health and 
independence.

Looking back at the United 
Way’s origins, the organization 

started as The Allen County 
War Chest of 1918. It benefited 
local war-related service agencies 
including the YWCA, YMCA, Red 
Cross and Salvation Army. Back 
then Fred Becker, campaign chair, 
raised $650,000 which is the equiv-
alent to $10,830,033 today.

Funding comes from the annual 
fund drive. In 1991 The United 
Way of Greater Lima Endowment 
began with a gift of $100,000 in 
memory of Jack Crouse. A chal-
lenge grant of $150,000 was also 
donated. Interest from that fund 
helps United Way agencies.

Among the presidents that have 
served the United Way of Greater 
Lima, Bev Preuter had served the 
longest at 45 years.

Reach Sam Shriver at 567-242-0409.

Courtesy of the United Way of Greater Lima
A group from an unknown year gathers for a photo.

UNITED WAY OF 
GREATER LIMA - 
MARKING 100 YEARS
WHEN: 5-7 p.m. Oct. 27 at Knights of 
Columbus Hall, 810 S. Cable Road, 
Lima

• Includes dinner, as guests look 
back 100 years and look forward to 
the next 100 years.

“For 100 years, United Way has been helping people 
with immediate needs but also bringing people 
together to find long-term solutions to community 
issues. In an instant, a person’s life can change 
because of a fire, accident, or crime, for instance. 
When that happens most people don’t know where 
to go for help. United Way is there. People can call 
the 2-1-1 helpline of services for assistance. Together, 
we are improving people’s quality of life and making 
Lima a stronger community.”

— Brenda Burgy, 2018 Campaign Chair
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1918-2018: A timeline
Courtesy of the United Way of Greater Lima

1918: 
With the help 
of Lima Mayor 
Bayless Simpson, 
the first War Chest 
campaign took place 
over one week in 
1918. Imagine the 
excitement of the 
men and women of 
Allen County who 
successfully raised 
over $650,000 in 
the first War Chest 
campaign. That’s 
the equivalent to 
over $10 million 
today. This was a 
monumental way 
to start United Way 
of Greater Lima’s 
legacy. 

1920s: 
Over 350 
communities 
nationwide ran 
campaigns.

1920-1927: 
Individual non-
profit agencies 
ran their own 
campaigns

1928 & 1929: 
Warren 
McLaughlin 
chaired the 
War Chest 
campaign and 
raised $121,400 
and $100,000 
respectively. 

1930s: 
The Community Chest 
campaigns benefited 
local families during 
the Depression. 

1930 & 1931: 
Kent Hughes was the 
1st official president 
of the Allen County 
War Chest campaign.

1933-1936: 
Individual non-profit 
agencies ran their 
own campaigns.

1942-1945: 
As World War II began, 
Community Chest and War 
Chest campaigns began 
and joined forces to do the 
most good. Attorney James 
Weadock was president for 
four campaigns.

1944: 
The first 
paid 
campaign 
staff were 
hired.

1950:

1956: 
United Fund’s First 
Campaign. Jack Crouse 
of Ohio Steel was 
the board president 
and John Shields of 
Superior Coach was 
the campaign chair. 
The name change to 
United Fund allowed for 
more agencies under 
a wider umbrella to be 
considered for funding. 

1962: 
The campaign 
went over goal 

by almost 
$90,000. 

1966: 
Raymond F. Pangle Community 
Service Center groundbreaking 

took place: Home to United Way 
to this day. 

1972: 
United Fund 
became 
United Way. 

1978: 
United 
Way’s first 
Million Dollar 
Campaign. 
Richard 
Riggs was 
the campaign 
chair.

1983: 
In 1983, 2,501 youth 

participated in boy scouting, 
341 people over the age 
of 60 received services 

including transportation and 
household chore assistance. 
One hundred and 14 children 

weekly received therapy 
through the Northwest Ohio 

Cerebral Palsy Clinic. The 
YWCA serviced over 16,000 
youth with recreational and 

character building activities. 
Fifty-eight youth had a big 

brother or big sister matched 
with them.

1984: 
William Grimes was campaign chair. He came to Lima in 1959 as an employee of the Lima 

Refinery and was an avid volunteer on many community boards. He was a previous volunteer 
of the United Fund before being transferred to Cleveland in 1966. When he returned to Lima 

in 1981, he also returned to large involvement in social causes, including United Way. 

1915 1925 1935 1945 1955 1965 19851975
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1985 1995 2005 2015 2020

1985: 
A big year for 
United Way 
as the “Share 
Because You Care” 
campaign took off 
in Allen County. 

1991: 
The United Way 

Endowment was 
created by Virginia 
Crouse in memory 

of her husband, Jack 
Crouse, to provide 

income that is used 
for special needs 

and things that 
many not be thought 
about today, but are 

important to the 
future. The United 

Way of Greater Lima 
Endowment fund 
received national 

United Way awards. 

1996: 
Jerome 

O’Neal was 
the chair of 
United Way 
of Greater 

Lima’s first 
$2 million 
campaign. 

1998: 
United Way Kick-Off 
was held at the new 

YMCA with a self-
guided tour and a nifty 

map. 

2001: 
Angie Clark was the campaign chair. She holds the record to 
date for the largest United Way of Greater Lima campaign at 
over $2.4 million. Remarkable support was shown as locals 
rallied to ensure local needs were met. 

2001: 
First year of the 

local Jefferson 
Awards: Estella 

Adams was 
selected to 

represent in 
Washington, D.C. 

2009: Kindergarten 
Kamp began to help Allen 

County preschoolers 
prepare for Kindergarten 

in the fall. Since the 
program began, over 

600 students have been 
served. 

2010: 
Erin Hardesty rocked United Way’s campaign 

with a “United Way Rocks” campaign that 
raised over $2 million. Pilot campaign 

companies sang at kick-off. Everyone dressed 
up and had a “rockin’ good time.” 

2010: 
Bev Prueter retired after over 45 years of 

service with the United Way of Greater Lima. 2011: 
Kick-Off 
was held 
at the Ohio 
Theatre 
and there 
was a flash 
mob put on 
by the pilot 
campaign 
companies.

2012: 
Phil Hayne, 
president, 
redefined the 
mission of the 
United Way of 
Greater Lima to: 
“To improve lives 
by uniting the 
caring power of 
community, so 
that everyone is 
self-sufficient 
through: Quality 
education, Healthy 
life, and Income 
stability.”

2015: 
Building flood. 

2015: 
Our current president, 
Carol Braden-Clarke, 
joined us.

2017: 
Dorothy Wildermuth 
was the first recipient 
of the Paul Woehlke 
Volunteer of the Year 
Award. 

2018: 
Doris 
Broughton 
celebrates 
25 years of 
service with 
United Way of 
Greater Lima. 

2018: 
United Way 
celebrates 
100 years 
in the 
community.

of impacting change
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Support: In their own words
“I have volunteered with the United Way of Greater Lima for 
over 10 years, most of that time has been focused on the 
funds distribution process. Through that process, I have 
gained extensive insight into the excellent services and 
programs our agencies provide to Lima and our surrounding 
communities. Our agencies provide much needed guidance 
and support to improve the quality of life for children, 
teenagers, adults, and the elderly. This is why I am always 
grateful to donate to the United Way.”

— Gary Minnick, Vice Chair Community Investments, First Federal Bank

“I’ve supported the United Way since the 
early 70’s. First with monetary donations, 
then in the early 90’s with monetary 
donations and volunteering for the 
organization. The United Way gives people 
a hand-up and not a hand-out. My dad who 
was very instrumental in getting me involved 

in the community always said giving people a handout 
makes them feel helpless, but giving them a hand-up 
encourages them to feel good about themselves because 
they are improving their situation. Today, the United Way 
is impacts the community in the same way by giving a 
hand-up to help people become self-sufficient.”

— Erin Hardesty, Chair Elect, The Union Bank

Hardesty

“United Way has been supported by my family, as a child and 
as an adult, as a way to give back to the community to which 
you belong. My father was active as a board member and we 
attended many functions learning how to be invested in our 
community. Our social awareness and responsibility to our 
community was instilled in us at an early age and because 
of this, we practiced being better neighbors and better 
community members.”

— Missy Roush, Retired, Tri-Star Community Counseling, Inc.
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LimaChamber.com
WeAreRealAmerican.com
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Courtesy of the United Way of Greater Lima

“My family supports the United Way of 
Greater Lima because it is a great way to 
help the most people in our local community. 
United Way of Greater Lima supports and 
helps those with critical and immediate 
needs yet also focuses on helping those who 
desire to move to a level of self-sufficiency. 

This dual approach in giving is important to us and a big 
reason we support the United Way of Greater Lima.”

— Angie Clark, Board Member, Fifth Third Bank

Clark

“Supporting the United Way is one way of GIVING BACK. 
Growing up and the oldest of ten children, my siblings 
and I utilized the various UW services i.e. Boys Scouts, 
Girl Scouts, Salvation Army, Children’s Development 
Center, etc. Over time, with this valuable assistance, our 
family was able to rise above our circumstances. The 
support of United Way agencies, when we needed it the 
most, is one of the reasons we were able ‘to make it!’”

— Ann Miles, Vice Chair of Resource Development

“United Way has for the last 40+ years has received my 
support both financially, in direct service through its funded 
programs and for the last 15 years of my professional 
working career as an employee of United Way. The last 
four years as President of United Way of Greater Lima. 
My commitment to United Way has been assured by its 
impressive level of accountability, making a measurable 
difference and ensuring that a high percentage of the 
donors dollars go back into the local community. This is truly 
a volunteer driven organization with local volunteers making 
funding decisions and volunteer board members.”

— Phil Hayne, President, United Way of the Greater Lima Area

OH-70074654T

Congratulations to 
United Way of Greater Lima.

100 years 
improving the health of

our community.

 

Allen County Combined Health District
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Robb & Cole - Lima
1420 N. Cole
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Save at Least

Amazon, Target,
PCH, Fingerhut Closeouts!

50%

Snapshots of past funding
1955: Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, 

Child and Family Service, Visiting 
Nurse, Northwest Guidance Cen-
ter, Memorial and St. Rita’s hos-
pitals, USO, The Salvation Army, 
Bradfield Center, YWCA

1969: American Social Health 
Association, Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica (Shawnee Council), Bradfield 
Center, Cerebral Palsy Clinic, 
Child and Family Service, Com-
munity Welfare Council, Coun-
cil for Retarded Children, Girl 
Scouts (Appleseed Ridge Coun-
cil), Goodwill Industries of Lima 
Inc., Heart Council, Lima Civic 
Center Inc., Lima Memorial Hos-
pital, Northwest Mental Health 
Center Inc., Ohio Citizens’ Coun-
cil, Red Cross, Salvation Army, 
St. Rita’s Hospital, Travelers Aid, 
United Service Organization, 
YMCA, YWCA

1986: Big Brothers/Big Sisters, 
Boy Scouts, Bradfield Center, 

Catholic Social Services, Cere-
bral Palsy Clinic, Child and 
Family Service, Council on 
Aging, Crossroads Crisis Cen-
ter, Delphos Senior Citizens, 
Disaster Relief, Girl Scouts, 
Goodwill Industries, Heart 
Branch, Legal Services, Miz-
pah Child Care, Ohio Citizens 
Council, Pathfinder House, Red 
Cross, Retarded Citizens/Robin 
Rogers, Salvation Army, Senior 
Citizens Center, Travelers Aid, 
USO, Visiting Nurses, YMCA, 
YWCA

1991: Allen County Legal Ser-
vices, Allen County Council on 
Aging, American Heart Associa-
tion of Allen County, American 
Red Cross Allen County Chap-
ter, Association for Retarded 
Citizens, Big Brothers/Big 
Sisters, Bradfield Community 
Association, Catholic Charities, 
Crime Victim Services, Cross-
roads Crisis Center, Delphos 
Senior Citizens, Girl Scouts/
Appleseed Ridge, Goodwill 
Industries, Lima Visiting Nurse 
Association, Lutheran Social 
Services/Cheryl Allen Center, 
Northwest Ohio Cerebral Palsy 
Clinic, Northwest Ohio Literacy 
Council, Pathfinder House, 
Regional Family Counseling, 
Salvation Army, Senior Citizens 
Services, Boy Scouts/Shawnee 
Council, The Sight Center, 
USO, YMCA, YWCA

• The United Way itself 
receives allocations.

Current funded programs
Health

Healthy You — Bradfield 
Center

Education
After-School Programming — 

Salvation Army
Aiming High — Lima 

UMADAOP
Developmental Preschool — 

Children’s Development Center
Educational Enrichment — 

Bradfield Center
Family Learning Group — 

YWCA Child Care Resource & 
Referral

STEM — YMCA
Kindergarten Kamp — 

WOCAP
Leadership Development 

— Black Swamp Council Boy 
Scouts

Personal & Leadership 
Development — Girl Scouts of 
Western Ohio

Youth Mentoring — Big 
Brothers Big Sisters

Financial Stability
Emergency Assistance — 

Salvation Army
Feeding Our Community — 

West Ohio Food Bank
Self-Sufficiency — Big Brothers 

Big Sisters

Essential Community Services
Adult Literacy — Northwestern 

Ohio Literacy Council
Arthritis Aquatics — Senior 

Citizen Services
Awakenings — Area Agency on 

Aging 3
Camp Robin Rogers — The ARC 

of Allen County
Disaster Services — American 

Red Cross
Elderly Daycare — Allen County 

Council on Aging
Find a Ride — Area Agency on 

Aging 3
Robin Rogers Day Service — 

The ARC of Allen County
Shelter Program Services — 

Crossroads Crisis Center
Victim Services — Crime Victim 

Services
Youth Violence Prevention — 

Crime Victim Services

“This is just a small 
way that I can give of 
my time by helping so 
many individuals and at 
the same time give back 
to our local community 
through the resources 
of the United Way. This 
community has been great 
to me, and the United Way 
knows the needs of our 
local community. We must 
continue to strive to make 
a difference by giving of 
our time and support for 
the sake of the children 
and all away to our senior 
citizens.”

— Cheryl Morgan, 2005 
Campaign Chair

Courtesy of the United Way of Greater Lima
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WEBB INSURANCE AGENCY INC.

LIMA OFFICE
212 W. HIGH ST.

419-228-3211

BLUFFTON OFFICE
138 N. MAIN ST.
419-358-4015

Larry Webb Rick Moening Tom Sarno Jack Somerville Rob Moening Rebecca WaggamonNick Sarno

Tony Sarno Michael Sarno Mike Mulcahy Stephanie Larcom Mark Altstaetter Deb ShelleyJason Sarno

Courtesy of the United Way of Greater Lima

“The words UNITED and WAY are most appropriate. The 
best way to engage opportunities for assisting others is 
always, in my estimation, through a united community. 
When we join together for a common purpose, we can 
achieve so much more than we can individually. This is 
why and how our local United Way has operated over the 
years. This is why OUR United Way is so successful!”

— David Ross, Priest, St. Rose Catholic Church
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Superior Credit Union is proud to 
support the United Way!

• Last year, Superior Credit Union and our 
employees donated over $37,000 to local United 
Way chapters

• Superior employees participated in the Annual 
Day of Caring and serve as volunteers and board 
members for the United Way and numerous 
United Way agencies.

• The Superior Foundation approved a $50,000 
grant to create the Wheels to Work program - 
helping local families overcome transportation 
obstacles to maintain employment, build 
credit, and assist them in moving toward self-
sufficiency.

  SuperiorCU.com      Phone: 419.223.9746   Toll Free: 877.717.2271   

...for 100 years of serving the 
Greater Lima Region!

•
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