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CITY OF LIMA
By David Berger
Lima Mayor 

An essential part of Lima’s story over 
the past 50 years is our resiliency, our 
ability to take a hit, overcome obsta-
cles, and find new collaborative ways 
to grow and be a community. Over the 
years, Lima has experienced at least 
two waves of massive disinvestment, 
the first being the Rust Belt industrial 
closures (i.e., Superior Coaches, Lima 
Locomotive Works/Clark Equipment, 
Neon Products, Davidson Enamel and 
others) and the second being Defense 
Downsizing losses (i.e., Westinghouse 
Small Motors, Sundstrand, Excello, 
General Dynamics).

In each of these waves, companies 
shut down, moved or shrank, and 
thousands of good paying jobs with 
benefits disappeared. The pain was real 
for residents and for businesses. But 
the resiliency and talents of our people 
and institutions allowed the Lima com-
munity to bounce back, build momen-
tum, and foster what is now the best 
economy in more than 40 years.

Here are some signs of this positive 
momentum:

• At any given time over the past 
two years, our community has had a 
surplus of jobs, ranging from 1,200 to 

1,500 available jobs each month.
• Public and private employers are 

hiring in all corners of our metropolitan 
community and in every market seg-
ment. In fact, some employers are com-
menting that they can’t find enough 
workers to fill vacant positions.

• Private companies are investing 
in their plant and facilities. Procter & 
Gamble, Husky Energy, Potash, Domin-
ion, General Dynamics and others all 
have expansion projects underway for 
2018.

• Public entities have started renova-
tion and new building projects, e.g., 

the Allen County Courthouse, Apollo 
Career Center, the Lima Police Depart-
ment and the city’s water and wastewa-
ter facilities.

• Downtown investment is happen-
ing in exciting ways. Previously bold 
decisions were made to build a new 
YMCA, expand the Veterans Memo-
rial Civic and Convention Center, and 
develop a parking garage to leverage 
the Wingate Hotel. These decisions 
and investments stopped the erosion 
that had been occurring in the 
downtown.
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Submitted by Tricia Bell, Content Manager Bluffton University. 
This is a southeastern perspective of the proposed Austin E. Knowlton Science Center. Bluffton University is currently 
running a funding campaign, attempting to raise $26 million, $14.5 million of which will be used to fund the construction 
of the science building. Hans Houshower, vice president for advancement, said they have raised 80 percent of the $14.5 
million for the project in two years.

Bryan Reynolds | The Lima News 
The Moyer Nature Center is a 1,800 square foot building located on the Bluffton University 
Nature Preserve. It will be used by biology and botany classes for field study, recreation 
leadership students for outdoor programs and possibly programs open to Bluffton residents.

BLUFFTON UNIVERSITY 
By Bryan Reynolds
breynolds@limanews.com 

BLUFFTON — Bluffton University has many 
changes planned for the next couple of years. With 
the addition of a new program, a new sport, a funding 
campaign for a new building nearing completion and 
other changes, 2018 could be a big year for the liberal 
arts college, said Tricia Bell, the university’s content 
manager.

Bluffton University is adding a new major to its 
catalog during the 2018-2019 school year, pre-physical 
therapy, Bell said. The announcement was made a 
few weeks ago, and within days the admissions office 
received calls inquiring about the program, she said.

“We had students coming on tours asking about 
physical therapy programs,” Bell said. “Because there 
was an interest from students and a need in the com-

munity, we knew this was a program we needed to 
explore and implement.”

Bluffton is bringing back men’s and women’s golf 
programs after 15 years without the program, Bell 
said. Adam Craig, PGA member and assistant profes-
sional at Lima’s Shawnee Country Club, is the coach 
for both men’s and women’s teams. He said the men’s 
team will begin its first season during the 2018-2019 
school year, and the women will begin theirs the year 
after, the 2019-2020 school year. Bluffton University is 
set to host the NCAA Division III women’s conference 
tournament that year.

“Going forward, I’m really looking forward to this 
spring,” Craig said. “Our first competition is March 
24-25. We have a full slate of tournaments scheduled. 
I have a great group of young men who work hard. I’m 
really excited about the possibilities.”

Spring is also the scheduled grand opening of the 
Moyer Nature Center at the Bluffton University Nature 
Preserve.

“We envision this building greatly benefiting our 

field study opportunities in biology and botany,” Bell 
said. “We also see our recreation leadership students 
using that space for outdoor programming. We’re 
excited about the possibility of having programming 
open to the Bluffton community too.”

Bluffton University is working to fulfill a $26 million 
capitol campaign, “Simply Innovate.” Bell said $14.5 
million of that would be used to build a new science 
building on campus, The Austin E. Knowlton Science 
Center, and 80 percent of that funding has been raised.

Hans Houshower, vice president of advancement, 
said raising that much money in two years is very 
unusual, but he attributed the successful funding 
campaign to Bluffton University President Dr. James 
Harder, who is retiring this year.

“We wouldn’t be where we are without the leader-
ship of President Harder,” Houshower said. “I’m really 
looking forward to continuing to work with President 
Harder until his retirement.”

Reach Bryan Reynolds at 567-242-0362

New programs, buildings on their way

City continues to show resiliency

See LIMA | 5S

J Swygart | The Lima News 
Drivers head into the City of Lima via Allentown Road in December, heading into a vivid red sky.
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catalog during the 2018-2019 school year, pre-physical 
therapy, Bell said. The announcement was made a 
few weeks ago, and within days the admissions office 
received calls inquiring about the program, she said.
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New programs, buildings on their way

ABOUT THIS SECTION
The Greater Lima Region has seen some impres-

sive changes in the past year, with more to come in 
2018 and beyond.

Celebrating Our Spirit looks at those accomplish-
ments and goals. Today’s edition focuses on com-
munities and institutions of higher education in the 
area. For the communities, area mayors were asked to 
share their “state of the city” reports, and those who 
did are included here.

On March 4, The Lima News will present another 
Celebrating Our Spirit section, highlighting selected 
businesses in the region.

Editor: David Trinko
Reporting: Camri Nelson, Bryan Reynolds, 
Sam Shriver
Photography: Craig J. Orosz
Design: Margaret Hensley 

ON THE COVER 
Photographer Craig J. Orosz witnessed Primrose 

resident Geneva Smith surprising Stephen Fly, a 
UNOH student, with a gift certificate and cookies 
during Random Acts of Kindness Day this month.
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A first for the region,  
and a first for your health.

ADVANCED LUNG CANCER DIAGNOSTIC SERVICES

INNOVATIVE SIMULATION & EDUCATION LABORATORY 

CARDIOMEMS™ HEART FAILURE MONITOR

SURGICAL ROBOTICS MENTOR SITE

Health First showcases the latest advances we are introducing to the region. 
From advanced diagnostic lung technology to highly sophisticated  

cardiac monitoring techniques, we are dedicated to providing  
our region access to the very best care.

To learn more, visit limamemorial.org/healthfirst
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Against the backdrop of low inflation and slow economic growth Citizens National Bank produced another record year in 
2017, highlighted by strong loan growth and increases in core deposit funding.

New products, such as Instant Issue of debit and credit cards and our CardValet app for debit and credit cards, aid our 
customers in managing their finances. Instant Issue allows a customer to walk out of the branch with a new ready-to-use 
card if they lose it or have it stolen. This eliminates the stress and disruption of the traditional wait time of 5-10 business 
days when they needed to be ordered and sent to the customer’s home. The CardValet app is also now available for credit 
cards in addition to debit cards, allowing customers to receive immediate alerts on card transactions and turn their cards 
on and off on the go for added security.

As we look forward to the coming year, we will continue to focus on providing services that make it easier for our customers to 
bank with us. We will soon be launching payroll services for business customers. This will allow us to take care of employee 
payroll and quarterly tax payments, saving owners time and staffing costs. We are investigating online applications for 
personal checking and savings accounts so customers may easily open and fund their account right from our website. We 
will also be launching CreditSense – a product that integrates with our online and mobile banking to offer you up-to-date 
credit scores every time you log in. We are also excited to offer mobile wallet options by the end of the year, including Apple 
Pay, Samsung Pay and Android Pay. The way people choose to pay is changing and we’re committed to making it as easy 
as possible for our customers.

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY-LIMA 
By Camri Nelson
cnelson@limanews.com 

LIMA — From a new student life center being 
built to offering various educational opportunities for 
high school students, the interim dean at Ohio State 
University-Lima said he is excited about 2018.

Since early last year, contractors have been busy 
constructing the Perry Webb Student Life Center, 
a 15,000 square foot recreational facility where stu-
dents will be able to go to study, socialize, work out 
and relax between classes.

“It’s the kind of space that we haven’t had on the 
campus before,” said Joseph Brandesky, interim dean 
at Ohio State-Lima. “Step by step, we are trying to 
provide the kinds of activities and the experiences 
you would experience if you were a student in Colum-
bus, but on a much smaller scale.”

The fitness area will include exercise equipment 
that is used at Ohio State University in Columbus and 
will be open to Ohio State-Lima, Rhode State College 
students and members of the community for a mini-
mum fee, Brandesky said.

The facility will be fully operational by March, and 
the grand opening will follow in August before the 
2018 fall semester.

Besides the Perry Webb Student Life Center, 
Brandesky also looks forward to the STEM steps.

Through a partnership with manufacturing com-
pany INEOS, the campus will host a two-day STEM 
Steps program for high school high sophomore and 

junior girls.
During those two days, the girls learn about and 

participate in activities involving science, technol-
ogy, engineering and math and the role of women in 
STEM fields and how they can impact the world with 
STEM.

Faculty hope to empower the students to achieve 
success in STEM fields by instilling self-confidence 
and can do attitude.

In addition to STEM Steps, in the fall the univer-
sity will also be hosting STEAM on the Quad, a free, 
family-friendly event where kindergarten through 
eighth-grade students participate in activities involv-
ing science, technology, engineering, arts and math 
fields.

Another exciting program for 2018 is Girls Who 
Code, a 10-week workshop where 14 sixth- through 
eighth-grade students from various school districts 
learn about project-based computer science.

“If we teach them how to code using this language 
now, that will be their foundation for the fifth itera-
tion of the program when they finally get to where 
they are going,” Brandesky said.

Through the three offered programs, Brandesky 
hopes to inspire students and cause them to follow 
their dreams.

“I think the basic message is, ‘Yes, you can start in 
Lima, and it’s not a limiting factor,’” he said. “If you 
have goals and you apply yourself and if you find good 
teachers to sponsor you along the way, anything is 
possible.”

Reach Camri Nelson at 567-242-0456 or on Twitter @CamriNews

Student life building, youth 
programs add to excitement

CITY OF ST. MARYS  
By Patrick J. McGowan
Mayor of St. Marys 

Pursuant to the Ohio Revised Code, it is the mayor’s 
responsibility to present an annual report which reviews 
projects and tasks within the city during the prior year. It is 
now my privilege to highlight the accomplishments of our 
city and staff for the year of 2017. 

In 2017, 12 goals and expectations were set as a measur-
ing post for administration. The following is a summary of 
the results:

1. Monitoring and managing finances. 
This continues to be a challenge, especially for the general 

fund and electric fund. The general fund in 2017 benefited 
not only from stringent cost-saving measures but also from 
the addition of funds generated from kWh tax as well. The 
general fund as of Dec. 31, 2017, had a net gain over 2016 of 
$494,538.29.

Large expenditures from the electric fund were prevalent 
in 2017 because of the significant upgrades to our grid. 
A detailed explanation of the electrical expenditures and 
upgrades is provided in the electric department section of 
this report. In 2018, expenditures will not be as significant. 
The sewer fund has become a concern, and the rates must 
be reviewed for potential adjustment in 2018. All other 
funds are performing as required.

2. Continuous improvement programs. 
n 2017, the City of St. Marys realized the benefits of the 

Advanced Metering Infrastructure project. City employees 
are now able to access meters remotely, which can help 
resolve issues and explain usage, review trends, track power 
outages and affected areas; and this infrastructure will pro-
vide accurate, real time data.

Another major improvement was the purchase of a new 
Leaf Vacuum truck. The new truck replaced two other 
trucks and requires one operator, allowing the other three 
to five employees, previously needed, to perform other 
duties. One truck and one employee can complete the task 
of two trucks and four to six employees faster, safer, cleaner 
and better with a total estimated annual savings of $34,772 
(1,012 hrs. x $34.36 = $34,772). The Return on Investment 
will be 4.93 years on a total investment of $171,500. The 
cost savings for insurance, fuel, vehicle maintenance, and 
other associated cost savings were not considered in the 
ROI. Information technology continues to add automated 
systems that allow city employees to perform their duties 
faster, more efficiently, and with greater accuracy.

3. Pursue new business and industry. 
Seven new businesses are or will be calling St. Marys 

home during 2017 and 2018. Existing businesses and indus-
tries continue to grow in St. Marys by adding new lines and 
jobs to their facilities.

4. Electric department infrastructure improvement. 
2017 saw the largest equipment expenditures with the 

renovation of the Spokeworks Substation; doubling the size 
and capacity. This improvement, along with other electric 
infrastructure improvements, is part of a six-year project that 
started in 2013 and is expected to be completed by 2019. 
Upon completion of this project, St. Marys will have one of 
the finest electrical delivery systems in the state of Ohio. 
With proper maintenance and technology updates, this 
delivery system will continue to deliver unrivaled reliable 
electrical power to our customers well into the future.

5. Construction of a new water plant. 
Construction of the new water plant has not begun as of 

this report date because additional time is needed for the 
plant design phase. It is better to clearly define the plan 
deliverables rather than to start construction without all sys-
tem requirements being clearly defined.

6. Restoration of the Miami and Erie Canal. 
Two plans have been completed in 2017 for cleanup and 

restoration of the canal; Miami and Erie Canal Alternatives 
Analysis Report by KCI and the Collaborative Development/
Tourism Plan by Poggemeyer Design Group. The City of St. 
Marys has requested $10 million from the State of Ohio to 
restore the canal and to clean the water.

City progressing 
on its plans

Terry Sudman McDonald | Submited photo 
Volunteers from the St. Marys Kiwanis Club, Buckeye Trail Association, 
Ohio State Parks, Heritage Trails Park District and others completed 
trail checks and maintenace in October on the Miami & Erie Canal 
towpath.

See ST. MARYS | 5S
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Now a new set of investments are 
being made beginning most visibly 
with restaurant entrepreneurs, who 
have established The Meeting Place, 
The Met, Old City Prime, Vivace, Fat 
Cat and the Hollander. Their invest-
ments are making Lima’s downtown 
a destination where people want to 
be, creating a market place that is also 
attracting niche retail businesses like 
Alter Ego Comics, Beauty by Jill, Fresh 
N Faded Unisex Salon and others.

The resiliency of Lima’s people is 
revitalizing our community in sig-
nificant ways and encouraging others 
to join in that investment climate. I 
applaud all those who are stepping up 
and seriously considering business 
opportunities in the Lima metro-
politan community. Your vision and 
entrepreneurial courage will drive our 
community’s growth and prosperity to 
unprecedented levels.

The steady stream of activities in our 
downtown is a visible sign of Lima’s 
positive momentum. The majority 
of Lima residents see our positive 
momentum and welcome the changes 
happening here. They appreciate the 
strength of the economy and are shar-
ing that news with family and friends. 
As a result, we are beginning to hear 
stories of family members who had 
left for “greener grass” elsewhere and 
who are now returning to Lima to find 
employment and raise their families.

Notwithstanding those positive 
dynamics, we cannot ignore that Lima’s 
story is a collection of individual sto-
ries that include those that have some 
very real concerns about our commu-
nity that we cannot ignore. Folks are 
concerned with crime and violence, 
though they generally feel safe in their 
own neighborhoods. They are con-
cerned with drugs, and are very much 
aware of the devastation resulting from 
the opioid/heroin crisis.

They are concerned with the deterio-
ration of housing and want to see some 

regulation of rental housing in order 
to preserve and improve property val-
ues and the quality of life in all of our 
neighborhoods.

They believe that more needs to be 
done to support young people in our 
community, so that they are encour-
aged to do and be their best. I am com-
mitted to addressing each of these con-
cerns. That’s why, over the next four 
years, the focus of my administration 
will be on four top priorities: Crime & 
Safety, Stronger Neighborhoods, Infra-
structure Improvements, and Investing 
in Lima’s Youth.

Crime & Safety
As mayor, I will continue to push to 

make sure we do everything we can to 
provide the safety and security that all 
Lima residents deserve by investing 
in safety services. The 2018 budget 
reflects that safety services is a top 
priority, with over 50 percent of the 
proposed annual operating budget allo-
cated for police and fire services. The 

7. Pressure state and federal officials to clean up Grand Lake 
St. Marys. 

We have met with U.S. Rep. Jim Jordan, state Rep. 
Craig Riedel and state Sen. Rob McColley to discuss 
GLSM and Miami and Erie Canal issues.

8. Develop the Tow Path Along the Miami and Erie Canal. 
The Collaborative Development/Tourism Plan by 

Poggemeyer Design Group was completed in 2017. The 
$50,000 grant received to develop the tourism plan will 
enhance our efforts to secure additional funding for 
canal improvement. The Collaborative Development/
Tourism Plan by Poggemeyer Design Group is a joint 
effort of Fort Loramie, Minster, New Bremen, St. Marys 
and Spencerville.

9. Restore the Reservoir Mill. 
Architectural plan and drawings to restore the Res-

ervoir Mill to its historical significant footprint have 
been submitted to the structural engineer for review and 
approval. Upon approval of the plan and drawings by the 
engineer, the engineer will forward all documentation to 
the Ohio Historical Society for approval. After the Ohio 
Historical Society approves all documents, restoration 
work may begin on the mill.

10. Small lot disposition or repurposing. 
Several lots that are not suitable for building on have 

been repurposed as green space, and trees have been 
planted upon them. Two lots have been donated to 
worthy nonprofit organizations to build new homes for 
deserving veterans and other citizens. One additional lot 
was sold to Lots for Soldiers at a greatly reduced price.

11. Interchange beautification and state pollinator grant 
application. 

Weed emergent application work began in 2017 at two 
interchanges: U.S. 33 and state Route 66, and U.S. 33 
and state Route 29 and will be reapplied in 2018. Native 
Ohio pollinator plants will be planted in 2019 and should 
reach maturity in 2024, allowing the plants to reseed 
each year. Pheasants Forever is donating the seed and 
labor.

Additionally, the city is working with the Grand Lake 
Bee Keepers Association to reintroduce native species 
of bees to the interchanges and other strategic locations 
within the city. Pollinator plants will be introduced 
throughout the city for beautification, environment and 
cost-saving purposes. The City of St. Marys can save 
mowing, labor, insurance and equipment cost through 
this program.

12. Walnut Street. 
I have decided to take no further action regarding Wal-

nut Street until it becomes necessary to do so. If action 
is needed to repair a utility, it is my intention to repair 
the utility and to restore Walnut Street to its original 
brick surface and limestone curbing. Walnut Street is the 
city’s last remaining brick street, and I will keep as such 
as long as I am mayor.

Goals for 2018:
1. Monitor and manage finances.
2. Continuous improvement programs.
3. Aggressively pursue new business and industry.
4. Continue with the electric department infrastructure  
 improvements.
5. Begin construction of the new water plant.
6. Revitalize the Miami and Erie Canal through the   
 City  of St. Marys.
7. Develop the towpath along the Miami and Erie Canal.
8. Continue to pressure state and federal officials for  
 the cleanup of the canal.
9. Continue to pressure state and federal officials for  
 the cleanup of the lake.
10. Restore the Mill as finances permit.
11. Small lot disposition or repurposing.
12. Interchange beautification-state pollinator grant   
 application.
13. Converting old railway bridge into a pedestrian   
 bridge over canal.
14. Digital sign on U.S. 33

Vision:
• Attract new jobs to St. Marys that will strengthen the 
city’s economic base through a two-part effort.
Short term: Support existing industry and commercial 
businesses located in St. Marys. Existing businesses 
are the best method to maintain and create new jobs. In 
addition, vigorously work to attract specialty shops and 
other businesses into the downtown. A vibrant down-
town is essential to a progressive community.
Long term: Develop a master plan to make St. Marys 
and surrounding communities attractive to medium and 
large employers. The City of St. Marys will be stronger if 
we work with neighboring communities to promote eco-
nomic development; there is strength in numbers.
• Provide the citizens and businesses of St. Marys with 
superior services and utilities at the lowest price pos-
sible.
• Promote and support the restoration of Grand Lake 
St. Marys through such groups as the Lake Restora-
tion Commission and Lake Improvement Association. 
Continue to pressure State and Federal Officials to assist 
with the lake restoration.
• Promote the revitalization of the St. Marys River, 
Miami and Erie Canal, Girty’s Town, and Fort St. Marys.
• Preserve and renovate historic structures in downtown 
St. Marys rather than follow a path of demolition.
•Identify potential private and public sources that could 
help finance the preservation and restoration of down-
town St. Marys.

The City of St. Marys is committed to its goal of con-
tinuous improvement and enhanced customer/citizen 
satisfaction.

RHODES STATE COLLEGE 
By Sam Shriver
sshriver@limanews.com 

LIMA — Rhodes State College is poised for the future.
The school is continuing ahead with plans to expand 

its Allied Health programs in Lima’s Town Square.
“We are moving forward with obviously downtown, 

so we are expecting that hopefully the last phase of the 
demolition will be taking place. We are moving forward 
with the planning part, and we’ll be putting the process 
in place for architects and other aspects of what has to 
happen at the state level, so we’ll be moving forward with 
that initial planning now beginning to happen,” Debra 
McCurdy, President, Rhodes State College.

At some point, when the new building is occupied, col-
lege officials will look at what to do with the empty space 
left on the main campus.

“Some of the space will be retrofitted. That will all be 
a part of what we’re going to be talking about in terms 
of the retrofitted space, some of the programs will finally 
have more adequate space to grow,” McCurdy said.

That won’t mean leaving its location near alongside the 

Ohio State-Lima campus on Lima’s east side, though.
“No, that was never the plan. The plan was always 

that we would put a function, some aspect of the college, 
downtown, but we would certainly maintain what’s here,” 
McCurdy said. “We have a great deal of investment here. 
There’s a lot of partnerships with OSU-Lima. There’s a lot 
of opportunities for the students moving back and forth 
between the college and the university.”

Programs on the Rhodes State campus continue to 
evolve as the needs of the business and manufacturing 
world change. 

“Within the last year, we started some programs like 
the food science technology program, which is kind of 
part manufacturing,” said Chris Boyett, vice president 
for academic affairs. “It’s really how food is made, so it’s 
more of a food manufacturing related degree, and we’re 
developing right now, in addition to the certificate, we’re 
developing an associate degree in that program.”

He added, “We also have been developing things like 
robotic welding, so we have a robotics certificate that has 
been approved and also a tool and die program. We’re 
offering each of those pieces really to help students who 
want to come in, get a skill and get out and get a job.”

Reach Sam Shriver at 567-242-0409.

Preparing to expand, evolve
 Sam Shriver | The Lima News 

Rhodes State College could find itself evolving at its campus on the east side of Lima once its Allied Health Center is built and opens in downtown 
Lima.           

From page 4S

St. Marys

See LIMA | 10S
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Primary Address: 1001 Bellefontaine Avenue
         Lima, OH 45804

Phone: 419-228-3335

Year Established: 1899

Affiliated with: ProMedica

President & CEO: Michael D. Swick

Number of Employees: Lima Memorial Health System has more than 1,600 associates, 300 active 
volunteers and 300 physicians and advanced practice providers on our active medical staff

Primary Service: Lima Memorial is proud to provide quality care in a family atmosphere. We offer 
comprehensive services, including heart and vascular, Level II trauma center, general and 
specialty surgery, orthopaedics, women’s health, obstetrics, Level II newborn nursery, pediatrics, 
comprehensive cancer services, diagnostic and imaging, occupational health and home health 
services. We also have an extended network of primary care, pediatric and specialty physicians in 
the Lima Memorial Physician group. In addition we offer walk-in care with extended hours and no 
appointments needed. Walk-in care is offered in eight convenient locations in Lima, Ada, Indian 
Lake, Kenton, Wapakoneta and Ottawa.

Mission & Vision: We are here to improve the quality of life in our communities by providing 
comprehensive health services and quality care in a family atmosphere.
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VILLAGE OF SPENCERVILLE 
By PJ Johnson
Spencerville Mayor 

Facing adversity does not define you, 
but more how you deal with the adver-
sity you are faced with and how you 
choose to move forward speaks volumes 
to your forethoughts and aspirations. 
The Village of Spencerville is no excep-
tion.

Prior years have brought upon us a 
new normal with local government hav-
ing to do more with less but still provid-
ing the same essential services to our 
community. Those services are some of 
the first things community members use, 
see and come to expect.

Having completed a new water treat-
ment plant recently, the village is plan-
ning on moving forward with the design 
and construction of two new wells this 
year, utilizing the large aquifer located 

beneath our village. The new wells will 
replace wells that have been in service 
greater than 60 and 80 years, respec-
tively. In addition, we have started 
design engineering for improvements to 
the village’s wastewater treatment plant. 
We will continue to make improvements 
to the underground infrastructures by 
undertaking waterline replacement proj-
ects as finances permit.

Storm water has gotten a lot of atten-
tion recently, both in the news with 
more stringent regulations being passed 
down and large rain events showing 
weaknesses throughout. The village 
just completed a large upgrade that was 
many years in the making and involved 
multiple entities. Joint ventures such 
as this can be complicated and take the 
combined efforts of all parties.

Participation between local, county 
and state government on this particular 
project had to happen before the first 
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UNIVERSITY OF 
NORTHWESTERN OHIO 
By Sam Shriver
sshriver@limanews.com 

LIMA — The University of Northwestern Ohio campus 
continues to make an impact in the Lima community.

Several new and exciting programs are in the works, 
and new connections with the community are being 
forged.

“First and foremost, our connection with the com-
munity is growing each year,” said Dr. Dean Hobler, 
the provost and vice president of academic affairs. “Our 
biggest thing has been the Rotary Field of Dreams. The 
Allen County Abilities Baseball League and Rachel Staley 
approached us in 2015 about providing a space for that 

area. We had the grand opening last year in October. The 
first season starts in April,”

Some high-tech programs continue to be popular on 
the UNOH campus.

“We’re working on our third year of robotics and auto-
mation. We have about 120 students in that program 
currently,” Hobler said. “It’s been a great connection 
to industry and robotics, automation, places like KMI, 
Honda, GM. We’re doing a lot of internships with them. 
This is our first move towards industrial programs, so I’m 
sure in the future we’ll start looking at some expansions 
there.”

While the motorsports curriculum remains popular, not 
everybody wants a career as an automotive technician 
after graduation. 

“We’re kicking off this spring with a re-work of our 
associate in business for automotive management to 
provide a second pathway for students who want to be 

in the automotive industry but do not necessarily do not 
want to be the person working in the shop,” he said. “It 
gives us a venue for students to move through the dealer-
ship and into middle management, service management 
without going through the pathway of being the on floor 
technician.”

For adults who need some flexibility with their classes, 
UNOH is trying some different things. 

“We have redesigned our what we previously called our 
one night a week program,” he said. “We redesigned that 
into a flexible learning program. With the type of learner 
that we have currently, there needs to be a pathway for 
the working adult to be able to both attend class and have 
face-to-face learning but also be able to complete compo-
nents of their class online. We have high hopes for that. It 
approaches a different market rather than the accelerated 
programs that were popular a few years ago.”

Reach Sam Shriver at 567-242-0409.

Community ties, offerings continue to grow
The UNOH robotics program continues to grow at the Lima-based college.                      Sam Shriver | The Lima News 

Village overcoming funding obstacles

Levi A. Morman | The Lima News 
The American Red Cross routinely hosts a donation center in Spencerville, including this January 2017 visit 
to the American Legion.

See SPENCERVILLE | 8S
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CITY OF DELPHOS 
By Joshua P. Gillespie 
Delphos Mayor 

The City of Delphos continues to be 
very careful with our spending, as we 
continue to see cuts in Local Govern-
ment Funding and new laws coming from 
the state which affect our finances. 

The mayoral seat saw several changes 
throughout 2017, beginning with the 
resignation of Mayor Michael Gallmeier 
in June due to health issues. Council 
President Daniel Hirn assumed the role 
of mayor until his resignation in July, as 
he moved out of the area. Council mem-
ber and Council President Pro-Tem Mark 
Clement took over as mayor in August 
until the Democratic Party named John 
Parent as mayor for the city until the 
general election in November. The gen-
eral election was won by council member 
Josh Gillespie, who was sworn into office 
in December. A sincere thank you goes 
out to Mayor Gallmeier for his years of 
service and dedication to the city and 
its residents. God bless him, and many 
prayers go out to him and his family.

The police department hired three new 
full-time officers: Garrett Rohr, Sean Ost-
ing and Curtiss Gillespie. They saw the 
addition of a new 2017 Ford Interceptor 
cruiser to patrol the streets. This past 
year officers responded to 4,895 calls for 
service, made 355 separate arrests and 
took 722 separate written reports. They 
also handled 96 traffic accidents. They 
had a successful murder trial with a life-
time conviction.

The police department participated 
in “Lights for Life” traffic enforcement 
blitz, and Officer Kevin Klaus led a 
three-day DARE Camp in June. They 
participated in numerous seat belt cam-
paigns, including “Buckle Up Delphos” in 
conjunction with Allen County Regional 
Planning, participated in “Click It or 
Ticket,” and “Drive Sober or Get Pulled 
Over” campaigns.

All officers completed 20 hours of certi-
fied professional training. Donations of 
over $14,000 were received and greatly 
appreciated. They also gave guided tours 
of the building to groups from both Del-
phos schools.

It was a productive year in the fire 
department. Rescue and fire runs have 
increased from 1,422 in 2016 to 1,521 in 
2017. Grant funding for the fire depart-
ment has reached over $1 million since 
2013. We received a new 2017 Sutphen 
Engine in August, replacing a 1983 Ford 
Boyer. We received $381,905 in grant 
money for this apparatus. We will take 
possession of a new Braun ambulance in 
March 2018, half of which ($100,000) is 
paid for with a state grant. We received a 
new chief’s vehicle, a 2018 Ford Intercep-
tor, replacing a 1997 GMC Yukon.

There were eight fire prevention 
classes in the schools. All city employees 
received CPR training, along with over 
40 CPR classes given to the community. 
Twelve extinguisher classes were given 
to required businesses. Blood pressure 
checks were held every other Tuesday at 
the Delphos Senior Citizens Center.

The fire department also held its first 
“Fire Prevention Friday.” The department 
received a score of 10 out of 12 for readi-

ness and preparation by the State of Ohio 
and by both Allen and Van Wert County 
EMA offices for a large mock event held 
at Airgas and Production Services.

The parks department continues 
to improve the facilities in the parks 
through donations and volunteers. Over 
the past couple of years, many volunteers 
have donated countless hours to the 
improvement of our parks and athletic 
facilities; all is greatly appreciated.

Several improvements were made to 
the municipal swimming pool, including 
a new splash pad with features for kids, 
pool benches and poured concrete pads 
with benches and chairs. The Kiwanis 
Club took the lead in this project. The 
city received $122,500 in capital funds 
from the State of Ohio to help purchase 
the features for the splash pad.

Festivities for the July 4th celebration 
were also led by the Kiwanis Club. This 
year’s festival was a success with nice 
temperatures and plenty of organized 
activities in the parks for the two-day 
event.

We had over 19,000 swimmers for the 
season, which opened just after Memo-
rial Day weekend. We closed the pool for 
the season on Aug. 20 as cooler weather 
moved in. A big thanks to the pool staff 
and the management team for their dedi-
cation and hard work.

Numerous new events took place this 
year even though temperatures were 
warmer this year compared to past years. 
Fifty-one football games were played on 
the field this year. We hosted a varsity 
football playoff game and all of the play-
off games for the midget football teams.

The Delphos Rotary Club continues to 
sponsor the concert series in the parks 
on Sundays in the summer.

Our maintenance department had two 
new employees in 2017: Cory Osting and 
Kody White. The department continues 
to work hard on maintenance of water, 
sewer and street issues. They repaired 
several waterline breaks and 13 sewer 
and catch basins and used 5,413 gal-
lons of tar and 33.63 tons of cold patch 
for streets and alleys. They worked on 
numerous water lines and sewer lines, 
too many to list. They used more than 
150 tons of stone for patching alleys and 
roads.

They plowed snow on three occasions 
and salted streets 14 times using over 
100 tons of salt and brined the streets 
four times using over 1,600 gallons of 
brine.

They had newly-paved streets, includ-
ing: Annex Drive, portions of Main 
Street, Franklin Street, Canal Street, 
Washington Street and Adams Street. 
When time allowed, they also had to do 
579 OUPS calls, respond to over 100 ser-
vice calls to citizens, replaced 39 traffic 
lights, changed 27 street lights on Main 
Street and painted crosswalks.

In 2017, the Water Department pro-
duced approximately 290 million gallons 
of water. They hired one new employee, 
Adam Kroeger. They replaced three 
VFD’s this year. They shoveled, by hand, 
approximately 15 tons of soda ash out of 
the tower because the product was old 
and plugged the feeder.

The department pulled 96 compliance 
bacteria samples, treated the reservoir 
five times to control algae, repaired the 

rake on our north clarifier, drained and 
cleaned both north and south clarifiers, 
pulled 20 lead and copper samples, 
closed the meter project with Neco, and 
they continue to replace commercial 
meters as funding allows.

They also drained the CO2 tank 
and changed the two diffusers, pulled 
weekly algae samples at the reservoir 
and received an award for the Best Dam 
in Ohio. They were nominated for this 
by the ODNR after the inspection of the 
reservoir.

The wastewater department continued 
to work on the pilot testing of the Fiber-
cast membranes. During 2017, staff con-
tinued to optimize both the performance 
and the required recovery processes 
needed to maintain proper operations. 
Staff utilized the 500-750 Micron pro-
gressive screening system. This system 
was put into place to remove material 
that has been passing through or around 
the existing screening system. It has 
been determined these solids attributed 
to aeration and filterability issues.

During 2017, the city has moved 
forward, awarding the contract to Kirk 
Brothers Contracting for the installa-
tion of the two full-scale screening sys-
tems at the plant’s Headworks building, 
also known as Phase II. Plant staff has 
installed new pumps at the south park 
lift station. The station provides pump-
ing for several residential users on the 
South side of the city. The station should 
continue to provide those users with ade-

quate service for the next several years.
Repairs were made to the North Street 

interceptor sewer; the manholes located 
in the field were leaking water during 
high-flow events. The manhole covers 
and lids have been sealed to prevent this 
from occurring again.

We continued to move forward with 
the Fibercast membrane installation, 
awarding the contract to Kirk Brothers 
Construction. This includes but is not 
limited to the installation of a new per-
meate pump, piping material, concrete 
and controls needed for proper opera-
tions. The completion date of phase II is 
set for mid-June of 2018.

City council also saw changes in their 
members: After Dan Hirn resigned from 
his seat as council president, Nichole 
Coil was appointed to the seat. Del 
Kemper finished out his term at Second 
Ward Council seat, being replaced by Jeff 
Klausing in 2018. In December, Scott 
Wiltsie was appointed by the Allen and 
Van Wert County Republican Committee 
to fill a vacant Council-at-Large position.

Council has passed 56 pieces of legis-
lation, has a temporary budget in place 
for 2018 and work to approve a perma-
nent budget by the March 31 deadline. 
Council and the administration will work 
together to serve the citizens of Delphos.

I’d like to thank all the city employees 
and elected officials for all of their hard 
work and dedication to the City of Del-
phos. We look forward to serving the 
citizens of Delphos in 2018.

Careful spending 
leads to many projects

Craig J. Orosz | The Lima News 
Delphos showcases its rich history with monuments, such as this one at the corner of Fifth and Main streets 
in the city.
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shovel of dirt was turned. The good 
working relationship between these bod-
ies along with an ambitious contractor 
saw the construction portion of this vil-
lage improvement completed in less than 
two months. The utilities committee has 
also overseen the first stages of design 
engineering for instituting a storm water 
utility. This will aid in making improve-
ments by identifying deficiencies, for-
mulating plans and having financing to 
complete the needed upgrades.

A long time issue of the Miami Erie 
Canal will see efforts to change the 
appearance of the canal through the 
downtown area. Meetings and dialogue 
with ODNR representatives have helped 
to facilitate the purchase of bubble tub-
ing and a compressor system, which 
will be installed into the canal between 
Second and Fourth Streets. This tub-
ing, which will carry compressed air 
and release bubbles along the bottom, 
will create a revolving current from bot-
tom to top and back again to negate the 
growth of the algae. ODNR has gracious-
ly made the purchase, and the village 
will supply the electric power.

Private sector advancements also con-
tribute to the pulse of a community. We 
are blessed to have the support of indi-
viduals and businesses who are willing 
to take a risk and establish themselves 
in our community. As a community, we 
must remember to support our local 
businesses too.

The village has recently seen some 
empty storefronts have their facades 
brightened and are now occupied. We 
have businesses investing in their prop-
erties and making improvements both 
inside and out. Two of our top three 
largest employers are planning expan-
sion projects this year, and the third just 
completed a large project last year. Per-
mits received show new house construc-
tion will continue in our newest subdivi-
sion, bringing more to our community. 
A great example of our community 
strength is how everyone came together 
and raised funds for new Christmas 
decorations in a matter of a couple of 
months for this past season.

Facing blight and dilapidated 
structures is not something the village is 

exempt from, and the administration has 
had to have some structures removed. 
Oftentimes, the property owner will 
complete this task on their own, and the 
village will assist where needed. The 
recent partnership with the Allen Coun-
ty Land Bank has helped facilitate a 
change in our downtown scenery. These 
razed properties, where the village is 
involved, are then marketed to potential 
new owners, who have plans to advance 
and enhance our community.

The village has been approached by 
more prospective business ventures 
recently than in years past. The business 
atmosphere of today is much different 
than in prior years. Numerous jobs once 
held by manufacturing facilities staff-
ing a production line are a thing of the 
past. We must remain cognizant of this 
and remain open minded to opportunity 
when presented.

It has been my position that we look 
at each venture presented to the village 
and try to realize the true impact that 
will be placed upon the community, 
both good and bad. Having said that, we 
do have zoning codes and restrictions 
that must be followed. But I think we 
may miss out if we were to ever create 
restrictions beyond those without first 
looking at each specific case.

I have always said and conveyed to the 
village administration that it is best to 
try to work with someone or their busi-
ness rather than condemn them before 
even hearing the first bit of consider-
ation. In today’s continually evolving 
business world, you have to be open and 
have a working relationship with those 
around you. To condemn, in my opinion, 
is to say, “our doors are closed, we are 
content.”

Conversely, if you can demonstrate 
you are willing to work with those whom 
have an interest in your community, you 
not only open the door to those imme-
diately in front of you, but this spreads, 
and others learn that you are willing to 
work together for positive outcomes of 
all parties. This can only lead to good 
things in the future.

I know and truly believe the Village of 
Spencerville will continue to see chang-
es and improvements this year. 
We too will be faced with challenges, but 
we will work together and we will move 
forward.

VILLAGE OF OTTAWA 
By Dean Meyer
Ottawa Mayor 

2017 was an interesting year for the 
Village of Ottawa. We had over $5,6 
million invested in various areas of our 
municipality. Hirzel Canning was the 
biggest investor, with over $3.7 million 
to expand its facility and build an addi-
tional warehouse. Casey’s is building 
a general store in town that will serve 
pizza and convenience foods as well as 
sell gasoline. Tractor Supply opened its 
doors for business, and the wind turbine 
that will provide power to Whirlpool is 
completed.

Some good news on the flood mitiga-
tion efforts: The appellate court has 
sided with the Maumee Conservancy 
District for the acquisition of the prop-
erty for the diversion channel. Hopeful-
ly that project will move along quickly 
and be able to be bid out early this year. 
This project will definitely have a posi-
tive impact on flooding in Ottawa, and 
the entire area has a lot of recreational 
and environmental possibilities.

The village is always working to main-
tain and update village properties. We 
are working with the engineering firm 
of Poggemeyer Design Group on a com-
prehensive study for the Water Treat-
ment Plant, which will include numer-
ous EPA-mandated improvements. Ini-
tially we were looking at approximately 
$7 million for these improvements. 
We’ve since reduced that to less than 
$4.5 million with suggestions from our 
staff.

At the wastewater treatment plant, 
we are also involved in some improve-
ments. Initially this project was esti-
mated at $3 million, and village staff has 
worked to reduce that number to around 
$2 million.

The village spent $350,000 improving 

our streets, curbs, gutters and storm 
sewers, as well as more than $200,000 
improving water and sewer lines this 
year. Although we are working our way 
down 2nd Street, we need to replace 
some underground infrastructure in 
order to finish all the way down to 
Agner Street.

The open space committee is working 
to develop uses for the properties which 
were purchased with hazard mitigation 
grant monies. Meetings were held to 
determine a list of priorities, and it all 
comes down to a stage or pavilion area 
for the former Paul’s lot, a canoe ramp 
and a walking path in the Arrowhead 
Park area and a couple of soccer fields 
off of Fourth and Maple streets. We’re 
working with the state and area civic 
organizations to help with some of the 
funding for these projects.

Memorial Park has seen some 
improvements in 2017. The village 
spent $219,000 to add new lighting, 
improve the ball diamonds and add fenc-
ing. Another big project that has been 
in the works for a while is the lighting 
for Memorial Field. The Rotary Club 
was able to secure a bridge loan, and 
through the help of many very generous 
donations along with the village, we 
have raised enough money to replace 
the lighting for the ball diamond at 
Memorial Park. I would like to give a 
very big thank you to all donors as well 
as all the groups and individuals who 
were involved in the process.

Along those same lines; on Arbor Day 
this year we planted trees at SPPS and 
Ottawa Elementary. Wouldn’t you know, 
the students named the trees, and when 
SPPS named their tree Barbie (Barb 
Schroeder’s class was out planting the 
tree), OE found that out and named 
their tree Ken. That gave us quite a 
chuckle. I look forward to seeing Barbie 
and Ken grow to their full potential.

Just a reminder to our residents, 
the village has a community reinvest-

Investments push village forward

Bryan Reynolds | The Lima News 
Tavis Kuhlman, of Ottawa, takes advantage of warm weather in December to clean up a yard full of leaves.               

ment program (CRA) in place. This 
allows a property tax abatement of up 
to 10 years if you build a new home or 
remodel your existing home. If you’re 
considering a new home or a remodel, 
please stop up to the municipal building 
and ask about this program.

It’s been a pleasure working with Curt 
Croy and the CIC these past few years, 
and we’ll miss him but I look forward 
to working with the new director, Amy 
Sealts. I definitely hope to continue a 
great working relationship with the CIC.

While I’m thanking people, I’d like to 
thank council for doing all that we need 
to do and giving the time and effort 

with long meeting nights and special 
meetings to do what is needed to keep 
this village prosperous.

And I would like to give a huge thank 
you to our employees for working 
together to overcome labor shortages 
in several areas of our village this past 
year. I know it’s been trying at times, 
and I really appreciate the extra effort 
that you’ve given. Thank you for a job 
well done.

Now, go Titans, go Tribe, go Cavs, 
and how about those Browns? They had 
a better season than the Bengals and 
Cowboys and a few others; at least we 
get the No. 1 1 pick in the draft.

From page 6S

Spencerville

OH-70029978L
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VILLAGE OF 
CONTINENTAL 
By Matt Miller
Continental Mayor 

In 2017, the village of Continental saw 
numerous successes in several different 
areas. Much like 2016, we were able to rise 
above the challenges that presented them-
selves during the course of the year. How-
ever, some things will need to be addressed 
yet for us to truly move forward.

First, I would like to reflect on what we 
were able to accomplish together in 2017. 
The village was awarded the CDBG Neigh-
borhood Revitalization Grant that will 
infuse the community with $500,000 worth 
of infrastructure upgrades. I can announce 
today that we have been given the official 
project go ahead now that all the paperwork 
has been approved with the I’s dotted and 
T’s crossed.

In 2017, we saw the resurfacing of Sixth 
Street from Rice to the school. This project 
was a huge success, as we were able to 
coordinate with the school and trailer court 
regarding a reconfigured entrance to the 
rear parking lot when the new bus garage 
was constructed.

The village also oversaw the East Rice 
Street sewer extension project that not 
only incorporates two new homes but 

also allows for future tap-ins. The village 
upgraded the computers in the town hall 
and out at the water plant, with several 
upgrades to the processors to allow for bet-
ter efficiency.

I am proud to say that the village put a 
determined and continued focus on our 
water plant that included replacing the 
green sand filters, cleaning of our clear well 
and implemented/updated more stringent 
preventative maintenance practices to keep 
our infrastructure operational. The most 
stringent of these changes was a more 
thorough hydrant flushing program that 
included the purchasing of vital equipment 
to help make sure our hydrants operate at 
the needed capacities when called upon in 
the case of emergencies.

The village also re-implemented a tree 
trimming program that will limit fallen 
limbs from damaging properties while also 
maintaining aesthetics.

We were able to camera state Route 634 
from state Route 613 to Tracy’s Hardware 
to verify which sections of the storm sewer 
could be lined versus what would need 
replaced. This camera work was fruitful, 
as we only found one area of concern in 
front of Huntington Bank that would need 
addressed prior to the lining.

Finally, I want to highlight the Lions 
Club’s work in bringing back the fishing 
derby this past year. I am proud to say 
that this event was a huge success after 

its absence and look forward to the village 
being able to help assist in maintaining and 
growing this event with the Lion’s Club.

In 2018, I hope to maintain the momen-
tum we have established while continuing 
to implement new processes and proce-
dures. I am excited about the resurfacing of 
state Route 634 from the Valero gas station 
to state Route 613 by ODOT come this 
spring/summer.

We plan on continuing to lay the ground-
work for and begin the construction of a 
new water tower.

Several rainfalls this past year have 
brought an intensified focus to some of 

the areas in town that are having drainage 
issues. We will search to find any existing 
causes of this problem and work to repair 
those issues, as well as work to find alterna-
tive options to better help the drainage dur-
ing these events.

Financially speaking, the village has 
continued to work to pay off some of its 
interest-bearing debts and will continue to 
look to do so moving forward.

Finally, I would just like to thank every-
one and anyone who has provided their 
time and efforts to improvement of this 
village.

God bless all of you!

Infrastructure 
improvements a highlight

Submitted photo 
Continental High School art students paint a mural welcoming the annual fall festival in the Putnam 
County village.

OHIO 
NORTHERN 
UNIVERSITY 
By Sam Shriver
sshriver@limanews.com 

ADA — The Village of 
Ada in Hardin County 
comes to life when school 
is in session at Ohio North-
ern University.

The school was founded 
in 1871 and was called 
Northwestern Ohio Nor-
mal School. When the 
school added pharmacy, 
engineering, law and busi-
ness programs, the name 
was changed to Ohio Nor-
mal University. In 1903, 
it became Ohio Northern 
University.

One constant at ONU is 
change. Buildings are built, 
curriculums added and 
enrollment grows.

The university is led by 
President Dan DiBiasio.

“We broke ground in 
October for our new engi-
neering building, a very 
exciting opportunity for us 

to expand the College of 
Engineering and to make 
plans to see its growth,” 
DiBiasio said. “The facility 
will double the size of the 
current college. We’ll go 
from about a facility that 
currently holds engineer-
ing of 55,000 square feet 
to one that will be 105,000 
square feet.”

Construction on the new 
facility should begin in 
mid-March. Classes should 
begin in the fall of 2019.

Because of the new 
building, other programs 
will be moving into newer 
spaces.

“We will be able to 
repurpose the existing Col-
lege of Engineering in the 
Biggs building. We will be 
putting our tech studies 
program in there. That pro-
gram is currently located 
in Taft, which was a former 
gymnasium,” he said.

“The Biggs building will 
be occupied by psychol-
ogy, sociology and criminal 
justice in that space. So 
they’ll get some new and 
additional space for those 
programs as well, and we 

are building an information 
technology building that 
will allow all of our IT staff 
to be under one roof,” he 
said.

ONU is also in the 

process of expanding its 
solar power capabilities.

“Last year we connected 
our first solar array. It was 
two megawatts, and it was 
so successful we are cur-

rently in the process of 
extending it by one more 
megawatt,” he said.

That additional solar 
grid should be ready by 
this spring.

ONU already has three 
wind power turbines and 
27 geothermal wells on 
campus.

Reach Sam Shriver at 567-242-0409.

Construction on engineering building to start this spring

Sam Shriver | The Lima News 
A mix of the old and new can be found on the Ohio Northern University Campus in Ada.
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proposed budget funds three 
new police officers, and two 
new firefighters. With the 
addition of these new offi-
cers both departments will 
able to provide additional 
services to further protect 
the community.

Some years ago, the Lima 
Police Department made 
commitments to imple-
ment a community policing 
philosophy throughout the 
department, and 2017 saw 
a renewed commitment 
to continue to foster and 
improve relationships with 
Lima citizens that involved 
the opening of two new 
COP Substations in 2017 
and a new tool to fight 
opioid addiction in our 
community — the SAAFE 
Program (Substance Abuse 
Assistance For Everyone). 
SAAFE gives those individu-
als that have overdosed or 
been arrested with drugs 
or drug paraphernalia the 
option of entering a treat-
ment program in lieu of fac-
ing criminal charges.

The entire force is focused 
on working with residents 
to stop crimes before they 
happen and to ensure every-
one feels safe in their home. 
The hard work of our law 
enforcement officers has 
made our streets safer. 2017 
saw a nearly 12 percent 
reduction in overall crime.

In 2018, we will continue 
to work with Lima City 
Council to continue to keep 
our safety services as our 
highest priority. A new Citi-
zens Block Patrol program 
will start this spring. The 
department has completed 
testing of body cameras, and 
all of our uniformed officers 
will be equipped with body 

cameras in 2018. We also 
have committed financial 
resources for a $2 Million 
renovation and expansion 
of the Hall of Justice, which 
will be rededicated and 
renamed the William K. 
Davenport Hall of Justice, in 
honor of the late William K. 
Davenport, Lima’s first Afri-
can-American police chief.

And it’s not just the Police 
Department, either. Our fire 
department is committed to 
the safety of Lima’s citizens 
as well. 2017, saw a more 
proactive, community focus 
than ever before. While they 
have always done a great and 
courageous job, this year our 
firefighters worked hand and 
hand with first responders 
— daily rapidly responding 
to calls for service including 
drug overdoses and made 
significant improvements 
to the department’s opera-
tions which resulted in an 
improved ISO rating. Also in 
2018, nearly $1 million was 
spent to purchase a new fire 
engine for the department.

Stronger Neighborhoods 
Lima is one of the best-

kept secrets in Ohio, and 
enhancing the quality of life 
in our neighborhoods con-
tinues to be a priority of my 
administration.

Previously, we adopted a 
complete streets policy com-
mitting the city to develop-
ing streets in such a way that 
all users — walkers, cyclists 
and drivers—are served by 
these public ways. We have 
implemented a community-
wide plan for bike paths 
and routes and continue to 
encourage both active life-
styles and alternative trans-
portation options.

Outdoor green spaces and 
recreational amenities are 
also important in terms of 
strengthening neigborhoods 

and improving quality of life. 
In 2017, we saw the opening 
and dedication of the city’s 
newest park, Lima Stadium 
Park. This $2.6 million dol-
lar project was funded by 
public/private partnerships 
and has transformed the 
Bellefontaine/Market Street 
Corridor, a prime entrance 
into our community.

Also in 2017, we 
announced a four-year Parks 
Improvement Program, 
where we have committed 
$1 million for the replace-
ment of playground equip-
ment in our parks. Phase I 
included the installation of 
new playground equipment 
at MLK Park, Faurot Park 
and Robb Park. 2018 will see 
the completion of Phase II of 
this project and include new 
equipment for Lincoln and 
Schnoover Park.

Neighborhoods thrive 
where there exists a strong 
sense of community between 
residents, and we work 
continuously to enhance the 
work of neighborhood asso-
ciations and other groups to 
provide opportunities to con-
nect with annual events like 
Citywide Pride, the Ottawa 
River Cleanup, and the Star 
Spangled Spectacular.

One of our biggest chal-
lenges remains the aging 
of our housing stock. Over 
the last decade we removed 
over 800 blighted housing 
structures. In 2018, we will 
continue to work with Lima 
City Council to identify 
higher quality standards 
for rental housing, along 
with methods for holding 
landlords accountable for 
both the physical condition 
of their properties as well as 
the management of tenants.

We have also launched a 
new initiative charged with 
the identification of repeat 
code violation offenders 

and problem properties and 
will aggressively employ 
available resources to con-
tinue to remove blight in our 
neighborhoods and stimulate 
development.

Infrastructure Improvements 
The city has several major 

infrastructure projects that 
will be getting their start at 
the end of this winter sea-
son. We are now out to bid 
for the federally mandated 
Simmons Field underground 
tank (expected to cost $40 
million), and for the Elm 
Street underpass (expected 
to be $20 million). We are 
also preparing for a major 
sewer reconstruction project 
along High Street going west 
from St. Rita’s ($10 million) 
and a meter replacement 
project ($10 million) for the 
city’s entire water system.

The city will also continue 
its partnership with Rhodes 
State College for the devel-
opment of their downtown 
campus.

In addition to our commit-
ment for the improvement 
of physical infrastructure, 
the city also recognizes the 
importance of investing in 
technology infrastructure. In 
the world we live in today, 
we must acknowledge that 
technology is an essential 
infrastructure component 
and a utility just like traffic 
lights, roads and bridges, 
water, gas, and electricity.

That’s why, two years ago, 
with the support of Lima 
City Council, we launched 
the Smart Cities Initiative. 
Our Smart City initiative is 
now underway and is recon-
figuring the way we do busi-
ness. We are streamlining 
procedures, cutting the “red 
tape” and making it easier to 
work with city government. 
We are also creating more 
opportunities for citizens to 

give us feedback in order to 
ensure that our departments 
are more customer friendly.

Smart Cities is all about 
using data and connect-
ing technologies to design 
innovative solutions to our 
pressing challenges such as 
reducing traffic congestion, 
fighting crime, fostering eco-
nomic growth and improving 
the delivery of city services. 
For the last two years we 
have been focused on analyz-
ing and building the infra-
structure and environment 
within city government to 
continuously improve the 
collection, aggregation and 
use of data and the connec-
tivity of software systems 
to improve the life of Lima’s 
residents.

In 2018, we will launch 
the first initial projects of the 
city’s Smart Cities Initiative, 
Advanced Metering Infra-
structure Project and Cus-
tomer Information System. 

In late spring, the city 
will begin the installation of 
smart meters that will fea-
ture radio frequency and cell 
phone technology to trans-
mit meter readings directly 
to the city’s water depart-
ment. This remote meter 
reading technology will 
eliminate the need for a city 
truck to drive by the home 
to obtain meter readings and 
allow our water department 
to remotely conduct some 
service needs.

The CIS project will also 
“go live” in 2018. Water 
customers will see improve-
ments in how they pay their 
utility bills, request calls 
for services, and overall 
improvements in customer 
service.

Investing in Lima’s Youth 
Beyond a continuing focus 

on crime and safety, build-
ing stronger neighborhoods 

and investing infrastructure 
improvements, I also intend 
to invite community stake-
holders to work with me on 
a Youth Initiative.

Almost 30 percent of 
Lima’s population is 18 years 
old or younger. Lima has 
many organizations dedi-
cated to improving the lives 
of young people, and their 
work has produced advance-
ments in several areas in the 
lives of young people in our 
community. However, most 
programs and organizations 
focus only on one or two fac-
tors, with little coordination 
in addressing multiple fac-
tors impacting our youth.

We must do more.
Our effort will take a 

comprehensive look at the 
lives of Lima’s youth. We 
will focus on identifying 
gaps in services being pro-
vided to our young people 
and provide systemic and 
community-wide recom-
mendations that address the 
whole person. We will then 
go to work on designing and 
implementing programs to 
connect with and support 
our youth.

My hope is to involve our 
schools, community agen-
cies, churches and others 
and create a roadmap to 
help Lima youth learn, live, 
grow, and invest right here 
at home.

So this is the State of our 
City in 2018: a resilient and 
successful city inhabited by 
creative people and dynamic 
organizations. We are excit-
ed about our future together 
because we are a community 
that has learned how to work 
together and find solutions. 
I feel blessed to be able to 
work with you and all the cit-
izens of Lima as we continue 
to Move Lima Forward.
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Tool and Machine Co., Inc.
445 North McDonel Street

Lima, Ohio 45801-1194
(419) 227-0103 • Fax: (419) 227-5984

Gasdorf Tool and
Machine Company

has long been
recognized as a

pacesetter in precision
machinery design.

With over 60 years of
experience combined

with continuous
technological

advancements,
Gasdorf has earned a

reputation of
excellence for the

company.

Gasdorf provides complete services from 
concept, to engineering, to machine 

building, to start-up assistance. 
Specializing in large scale precision 

equipment, Gasdorf is also highly qualifi ed 
in the machining of exotic materials and 

extremely close tolerance work.

Pacesetter in Precision Machinery Design

Pacesetter in Precision Machinery Design

Tool and Machine Co. Inc.
Designers and Builders of Special Machines, Tools and Dies

2015

Howard Johnson Lima, 1920 Roschman Avenue, Lima, OH
419-222-0004 · www.HojoLima.com

Allen County’s Original Conferencing Hotel!
• Seminars • Luncheons • Networking •

• Locally owned  
   and Operated
• Free Wi-Fi
• Free Use of 
   Business Center

• Free Rise &
   Dine Breakfast
• Free Parking
• Free Shuttle to    
   Allen Co. Airport
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