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As the world’s greatest events have 
unfolded over the past two centuries, The 
Delaware Gazette has brought the headlines 
and stories that matter to the residents of 
Delaware County since Oct. 1, 1818.

That’s right, Delaware County’s longest-
running newspaper, The Delaware Gazette, 
has served its community for 200 years.

To honor The Gazette’s 200th 
anniversary, the 2018 Progress edition 
highlights not only the newspaper’s history, 
but the county’s storied history as well.

Included within this Progress edition 
are stories detailing the history of The 
Gazette, along with articles highlighting 
local businesses that have operated within 
the county for at least 100 years. The list of 
businesses in operation for over a century 
here in Delaware County was provided to 
The Gazette by various sources.

In honor of The Gazette turning 200 
years old, the Delaware County Historical 
Society (DCHS) took the lead in 
researching the archived newspapers of  
the county.

Through its research efforts, the 
DCHS found there were more than 50 
different newspapers throughout the 
years in Delaware County. With research 
in hand, the DCHS curated an exhibit — 
“Newspapers in Delaware County: The 
History of Delaware County’s Newspapers 
for the Past 200 Years” — which was on 
display at the Meeker Homestead Museum, 
2690 Stratford Road in Delaware, from July 
to December 2018.

“Every reader could form an opinion from 
what they read in the newspaper, and then 
they could act on it, thus making some sort 
of difference in the community,” said Benny 
Shoults, Meeker Homestead Museum 
curator. “The research proves to be an 
intriguing story, like a box of surprises.”

Surprisingly, the early articles in the 
newspapers were reports from Paris, 
London, Washington D.C., the Ohio 

Statehouse, Columbus, Cincinnati, 
Cleveland, Dayton, Lancaster, Marietta 
and Hollywood, with barely any mention 
of Delaware County news. Most of the 
local news pieces were public notices 
from the Village of Delaware or the county 
commissioners.

“I was blown away that there was no local 
news on the front page,” said Susan Logan, 
a Delaware County Historical Society 
volunteer who is working to preserve the 
old newspapers. “There was no TV news, 
radio or Internet. They got their news  

from papers.”
While researching The Gazette’s history 

for the exhibit, the DCHS created the 
following timeline of the newspaper’s 
history, which includes the name of 
the publication, owners and dates of 
publication:
• 1818: Delaware Gazette and The Religious 

Informer; Drake, Hughs and Olmsted; 
Oct. 1, 1818 to an unknown date

• 1821: Delaware Patron and Franklin 
Chronicle; Griswold; October 1821 to 
April 1823

• 1823: Delaware Patron; Griswold; April 
1823 to May 1827

• 1827: Delaware Patron & Marion and 
Crawford Advisor; Griswold; May 1827  
to November 1827

• 1827: Delaware Patron; Griswold; 
November 1827 to May 1830• 1831: 
Delaware Journal; Milliken and Griswold; 
January 1831 to November 1832

• 1832: Ohio State Gazette & Delaware 
County Journal; Griswold; November 

Serving Delaware County since 1818

Courtesy photo | Delaware County Historical Society
The Great Blizzard of 1978 didn’t stop Chris Brien, who was 11 years old at the time, from delivering The Delaware Gazette. Brien was one of about 44 carries that 
year who delivered papers to city residents. Brien is pictured walking west on West Winter Street between a 4-foot snow drift and the Delaware County Bank, 
which is now First Commonwealth Bank. In the background, construction had just started on what is now the PNC Bank building on North Sandusky Street. The 
building also houses The Gazette office. The photo was taken on Friday, Jan. 27, 1978, by Rex Welker.

See SERVING | 6
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By D. Anthony Botkin
abotkin@aimmediamidwest.com

Before the Thomson family 
sold The Delaware Gazette in 
2004, it had been the longest 
running newspaper published 
by a single family in the United 
States.

“We accomplished 171 years 
of ownership by a single fam-
ily,” said Chip Thomson, former 
owner of The Gazette. “I don’t think 
there is another business in the country 
that can say that.”

Thomas “T” Thomson, Chip’s brother 
and former partner, said that he still 
reads the Delaware Gazette, but admits 
it’s online.

“That’s what everyone else was doing 
when we were the owners,” he said.

“It was always something to be proud 
of — to put out a daily newspaper,” Chip 
Thomson said. “My first day of journal-
ism school, Dr. Brown with probably 80 
students in the class asked, ‘What is the 
purpose of a newspaper?’ After several 
answers from students, he said, ‘You’re 
all stupid. The purpose of a newspaper is 
to make money. If it doesn’t make money, 
you don’t have a job.’”

“That was one of those hoo-ha 
moments,” he said. “I’ll tell you that all-
in-all, it was a great run. But, newspapers 
aren’t what they use to be.”

“Chip and I saw the writing on the 
wall,” T Thomson said. “How many 
newspapers the size of The Gazette are 
still running across the country? I bet 
there isn’t a hundred.”

The Delaware Gazette began Oct. 
1, 1818, as The Delaware Gazette and 
Religious Reformer, but through the 
years, the paper changed publishers until 
December 1834, when Abram Thomson 

became a partner of the then 
Olentangy Gazette. He changed 
the name of the small newspa-
per several times before 1884 
when it became the Delaware 
Gazette.

“Chip and I officially took 
over in 1998,” T Thomson said. 
“We played a small part, but 
we’re going to be remembered 
as the ones who sold it. I think 
Abram Thomson is going to be 

happy that it’s still publishing. Granted 
his family doesn’t still own it, but it’s still 
here. For us, it was the best decision we 
ever made.”

“I have no regrets, and I think in the 
end, we put out a pretty good newspa-
per,” Chip Thomson said. “When we all 
go up to the pearly gates, I hope they’re 
not mad.”

Chip Thomson said his son use to tell 
everyone that he was going to be a news-
paper publisher some day, continuing the 
family tradition.

When the paper was sold, Thomson 
told him, “You can be whatever you want 
now because this is something you don’t 
have to do.”

Though their father, W.D. “Tom” 
Thomson, had retired, he still stopped 
into the paper every once in a while. 
Chip Thomson said when he came in, he 
never questioned them about anything 
they were doing with the business.

“It became a different world those six 
or seven years that we ran the business,” 
Chip Thomson said. “Dad just encour-
aged us.”

Neither of the two will forget the day 
they sold to Brown Publishing Company.

“It was June 4, 2004.” Chip Thomson 
said.

Behind the scenes with 
former Gazette owners

Abram Thomson

See OWNERS | 20

O
H

-7
01

01
28

4

1st CashBank:  You will receive 0.50% cash back on point of sale transactions (up to a total of $2,000) that post and settle to your account during the cycle period.  Cash back credited at the end of 
each monthly statement cycle.  Minimum balance to open account is $25.   
1st Relationship:  Minimum balance of $25 required to open account. Rate may change after account opening. Earn the stated APY on the first $10,000 in the account by meeting both of the 
following requirements: (1) make 15 debit card transactions during the monthly statement cycle (ATM and pending debit card transactions do not count towards requirement) and (2) maintain $5,000 
in combined balances in qualifying First Citizens accounts. An APY of 0.15% will be paid on balances exceeding $10,000 as long as both of the stated qualifiers are met. If one or both qualifiers are 
not met during a monthly statement cycle, an APY of 0.01% will be paid on the entire balance in the account.  Stated APY is accurate as of the date of publication. 
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Marion Delaware Banking Center 
1240 Delaware Ave  │  Marion, OH 

(740) 383-1200 

Marion Eastlawn Banking Center 
125 Eastlawn Drive  │  Marion, OH 

(740) 383-5889 

Powell Banking Center 
9595 Sawmill Parkway  │  Powell, OH  

(614) 789-9595 
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By Glenn Battishill
gbattishill@aimmediamidwest.com

In 1864, Bun’s opened as a bakery 
on East William Street, and over 
the next 155 years, the business has 
expanded, changed hands, suffered 
tragedy, and endured to become a 
staple of downtown Delaware.

The founder of Bun’s, George 
Frederick Hoffman, was born in 
Bavaria on May 11, 1819, and he 
emigrated to the United States at 
the age of 23. Upon arrival in the 
country, he began working as a 
pastry chef on a boat that travelled 
the Ohio River from Pittsburgh to 
Cario, Illinois. After serving in the 
Union Army during the Civil War, 
Hoffman moved to Delaware and 
opened a bake shop in 1864.

In 1889, his son, George Julius 
Hoffman, opened his own bakery 
at 10 W. Winter St. and teamed up 
with his son, George “Bun” Klee 
Hoffman, who had worked in a meat 
market, and they began to steer 
Bun’s into the restaurant business.

Leeroy Hoffman joined the busi-
ness as a partner in 1922, and by 
1925, Bun’s Restaurant had grown 
into a point of interest in Delaware 
and would soon hosts many impor-
tant guests, including Frank B. Wil-
lis and Eleanor Roosevelt.

George Gabriel Hoffman returned 
from service in the Marine Corps in 
1947. He joined the family business 
and continued to steer it through 
growing success. He was later joined 
by his son, George Michael Hoff-
man, in 1972.

Throughout the years, the busi-
ness expanded, added dining rooms 
and kitchen space, and it expanded 
into the space previously occupied 
by Strohm’s Meat Market.

In 1991, then owner George G. 
Hoffman and his son, Steven Hoff-

man, sold the business to Powell 
resident Susan Beavers. Beavers 
renovated the business to included 
a functional bar, while providing a 
facelift to the bakery and restaurant.

In 1998, Beavers sold the business 
to veteran restaurant operator Vasili 
Konstantinidis, who owns the busi-
ness to this day.

“I respect the history of the 
restaurant, and I will carry it on,” 
Konstantinidis told The Gazette in 
January 1998.

Bun’s iconic archway, which pres-
ently spans across West Winter 
Street in front of Bun’s, was removed 
briefly in 1998 due to a downtown 
streetscape project and disrepair.

However, Delaware City Coun-
cil declared the arch “historically 
significant” and approved the con-
struction of a new arch, which was 
installed in March 1999, 22 weeks 
after it was removed.

On March 4, 2002, a fire 
destroyed the restaurant and bakery 
on the first floor, as well as the ban-
quet room on the second floor. No 
one was injured in the fire, but more 
than $1 million of damage was done 
to the restaurant.

“We don’t know the extent of the 
loss, but we’re committed to keeping 
Bun’s, which is a Delaware land-
mark, operating,” Konstantinidis 
told the Columbus Dispatch after 
the fire. “Although we have suffered 
a tremendous loss of personal prop-
erty, we feel fortunate that no one 
was injured.”

Two years later, Bun’s reopened 
next door to the old location, which 
has since been converted to a patio 
and four-seasons room.

When Bun’s celebrated its 150th 
anniversary in 2014, Konstantinidis 
said, “It’s kind of neat that year after 

After 155 years, Bun’s still going strong

Joshua Keeran | The Gazette
Pictured is the present day location of Bun’s Restaurant at 14 W. Winter St. in downtown Delaware.

Courtesy photo | Delaware County Historical Society
Bun’s Restaurant as it appeared in the early 1900s when it resided at 6, 8 and 10 W. Winter St. in downtown 
Delaware. The original building was destroyed during a fire in 2002. Bun’s is now located where Strohm meat 
market is seen here at 14 W. Winter St.See BUN’S | 6
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By Dillon Davis
cdavis@aimmediamidwest.com

Few landmarks in the city of Delaware are 
more recognizable and interwoven into the 
community than the Strand Theatre on East 
Winter Street. First opened in 1916, the the-
atre has been the leading source of entertain-
ment in the city for generations. Although 
the theatre has had to persevere through 
transitional periods and the evolution of the 
cinematic experience, its longevity suggests 
generations to come will be able to enjoy 
films at the iconic Delaware staple.

Managing Director Tracey Peyton took 
the reigns at The Strand in 2015. Peyton had 
prior experience working with historic the-
atres, serving on the Canton Palace Theatre 
Board of Directors in Canton. She also spent 
time working with the Pro Football and Rock 
and Roll Hall of Fame prior to coming to 
Central Ohio.

The differences between The Strand and 
those much larger entities are obvious — a 
larger board of directors, staffs and budgets 
— but Peyton said she was pleased to find 
the Canton and Delaware communities, 
themselves, share similarities.

“Instead of six degrees of separation, it’s 
more like three degrees,” Peyton said of the 
two communities. “If you’re on one board, 
you’re on three boards.”

She added the two communities puts an 
emphasis on education, as well as the arts, 
and has the feel of a tight-knit community.

“I was pleasantly surprised that when I 
came to Delaware, it was very much like a 
place I had already lived and thrived in,” Pey-
ton said. “Even though it was not familiar to 
me when I first got (to Delaware), it became 
familiar rather quickly.”

Peyton is tasked with keeping The Strand 
viable and competitive in an age where 
movie cinemas are wrapped up in a continu-
ous game of one-upping the competition 
with the newest gimmicks and features. 
From reclining seats to 4D presentation, cin-

ema chains are always looking for the newest 
way to appeal to audiences.

The additions of those features are reflect-
ed in the steep price of a movie ticket at 
those cinemas, as is the movie studios’ cuts, 
which Peyton said sits around an average of 
60 percent off the top of all box office sales. 
Those studios don’t discriminate either, tak-
ing the same cut from independent, small 
town theatres as they do from chains such as 
Cinemark and AMC.

It is because of the studio cuts, as well 
only having three screens, that Peyton must 

The Strand continues on

Joshua Keeran | The Gazette
Located at 28 E. Winter St., the Strand Theatre has been a downtown Delaware staple for over 100 years.

See STRAND | 9
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EST. 1932
A place where friends and families 

meet for breakfast and lunch.

SUN- MON- TUES- 6A-10P | WED, THURS 6A-12A | FRI SAT (24 HOURS)
16 N. SANDUSKY ST., DELAWARE, OH  (740) 369-3850
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year, people come here. We have 
been here for so long. Other res-
taurants have come and gone, but 
Bun’s is still here.”

On Jan. 14, Konstantinidis said 
he’s “honored” to still own and 
operate Bun’s, which is now the 
oldest restaurant in Ohio.

“I’m proud and honored to be 
part of this town and the commu-
nity,” Konstantinidis said. “The 
support we get … drives me to 
work hard because people appreci-
ate what we do. We respect out 
customers and vice versa.”

Konstantinidis said Bun’s has 
only grown in popularity and suc-
cess since he took over, in part 
because of the way downtown 
Delaware has changed.

“The foot traffic in this area has 
increased 100 percent more since 
I came here,” Konstantinidis said. 
“There used to be nobody here, 
and now everybody is doing well, 
everybody knows everybody… 
Customers are here every week and 
they come from all over Ohio. It’s 
such a well-known restaurant, it’s 
an institution.”

Konstantinidis said he still 
enjoys running Bun’s and being 
part of the community.

“For me, I’m proud to say I own 
Bun’s,” he said. “I enjoy what I 
do, and I want to have fun. I keep 
telling my employees ‘you must 
love what you do in life.’ We are 
like a “Cheers,” everybody knows 
everybody. The infrastructure of 
this building that I put in is good 
enough for another 150-200 years. 
I’d like to see that go for a long, 
long time. I’m getting older, and I’ll 
keep going for a while, but I can’t 
stay here forever.”

Konstantinidis’ wife, Maria, said 
Delaware has continued to support 
Bun’s because Konstantinidis has 
taken such good care of it.

“Vasili maintained a lot of what 
was traditional,” Maria Konstan-
tinidis said. “You can’t change that. 
There’s certain things you can change 
but you have to keep the heart. That’s 
been what the community has appre-
ciated. You still have people who … 
have been coming here for 20, 30, 40 
years, and the only change they’ll see 
is cosmetic changes.”

Glenn Battishill can be reached at 740-413-0903 or 
on Twitter @BattishillDG.

Courtesy photos | Delaware County Historical Society
The interior of Bun’s in the 1930s after renovations made it into a restaurant.

1832 to August 1834
• 1834: Ohio Gazette; Sharpe; June 1834 to  

December 1835
• 1835: Olentangy Gazette; Sharpe and Thomson; 

December 1835
• 1835: Olentangy Gazette & Delaware Advertiser; 

Thomson and Fuller; December 1835 to April 1836
• 1836: Olentangy Gazette & Delaware Advertiser; 

Abram Thomson; April 1836 to December 1855
• 1855: Delaware Weekly Gazette; Abram Thomson; 

December 1855 to April 1864
• 1864: Delaware Weekly Gazette; Abram Thomson 

and H.C. Thomson; April 1864 to August 1866
• 1866: Delaware Weekly Gazette; Abram, H.C. and 

Lee Thomson; April 1866 to April 1871
• 1871: Delaware Weekly Gazette; Abram and H.C. 

Thomson; April 1871 to January 1872
• 1872: Delaware Weekly Gazette; Abram Thomson 

and Sons & R.C. and F.C. Thomson; January 1872 to 
January 1884

• 1884: Delaware Gazette (Daily and Semi-Weekly); 
Abram Thomson and Sons & R.C. and F.C. 
Thomson; January 1884 to circa 1890

• 1890: Delaware Gazette (Daily and Semi-Weekly); 
Abram Thomson and Sons & R.C. Thomson; Circa 
1890 to December 1896

• 1897: Delaware Gazette (Daily and Semi-Weekly); 
Abram Thomson and Sons & R.C. and H.C. 
Thomson; January 1897 to January 1899

• 1899: Delaware Gazette (Daily and Semi-Weekly); 
H.C. Thomson; January 1899 to November 1925

• 1925: Delaware Gazette (Daily and Semi-Weekly); 
Delaware Gazette Co., W.D. Thomson Publisher; 
November 1925 to December 1931

• 1931: Delaware Daily Gazette; Delaware Gazette Co., 
W.D. Thomson Publisher; December 1931 to 1968

• 1968: Delaware Gazette; Delaware Gazette Co., H.C. 
“Hank” Thomson; 1968 to 1994

• 1994: Delaware Gazette; Delaware Gazette Co., W.D. 
“Tom” Thomson; 1994 to 2004

• 2004: Delaware Gazette; Brown Publishing Co. of 
Cincinnati; June 2004 to 2010

• 2010: Delaware Gazette; Ohio Community Media; 
2010 to 2011• 2011: Delaware Gazette; Versa 
Capital of Philadelphia; 2011 to 2012

• 2012: Delaware Gazette; CivitasMedia; 2012 to 2017
• 2017: Delaware Gazette; AIM Media Midwest; 2017 

to present

Contact D. Anthony Botkin at 740-413-0902. Follow him on Twitter  
@dabotkin.

From page 2

Serving
From page 4

Bun’s

Bun’s Restaurant at 6 W. Winter St. in the 
1880s before expanding into the neighboring 
spaces on West Winter Street.

A postcard depicting the dining room at Bun’s in its original location
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By Glenn Battishill
gbattishill@aimmediamidwest.com

When Fidelity Federal Savings & Loan 
Association opened its doors for the first 
time, Grover Cleveland was the presi-
dent of the United States.

Originally known as the Fidelity Build-
ing and Loan Company, Fidelity Federal 
has been a landmark on Sandusky Street 
since Jan. 18, 1887, when the population 
of Delaware was 8,000.

The business was originally located 
on the second floor of the building at 
the northwest corner of Winter and San-
dusky streets but moved to 46 N. San-
dusky St. in 1911, where it would stay 
for 65 years.

In 1935, the company was granted a 
federal charter and officially changed 
its name to Fidelity Federal Savings and 
Loan Association in February 1936. Vice 
President/BSA Officer Carolyn Jones 
said the business continued to grow, 
and in 1975, it purchased the building at 
60 N. Sandusky St., where it currently 
resides.

Jones said at that time, a Sears store 
was housed next to Fidelity, but in 1979, 
Fidelity purchased the Sears portion of 
the building and began renovating the 
space in 1980.

Jones added Fidelity is very pleased to 
be one of the longest running businesses 

Courtesy photo | Fidelity Federal Savings & Loan Association
A Sears catalog store was located next to Fidelity in the 1970s, 1980s and 1990s. Fidelity expanded into 
the rear of the building in 1980 and expanded to occupy the entire first floor by 1993.

Joshua Keeran | The Gazette
Pictured is the present day downtown Delaware home of Fidelity Federal Savings & Loan Association, 60 
N. Sandusky St.

Fidelity going strong after 132 years

See FIDeLITy | 12
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By Dillon Davis
cdavis@aimmediamidwest.com

For more than a century, the Sarah 
Moore Home has been an invaluable 
resource to the adult community in Dela-
ware. Now owned by Ohio Living, the 
Sarah Moore Home celebrated 125 years 
of service in 2017. As Ohio Living con-
tinues to add and expand to its Delaware 
footprint, the legacy of all who played 
an integral role in the home’s founding 
should also continue on as a part of the 
city’s fabric.

That legacy began in 1892 when a 
group of ladies came together to discuss 
establishing a home that would care for 
the elderly women of Delaware. At the 
meeting, a president of the board was 
elected, and the group moved forward 
with the plan.

Later that year, Elmer Hill, the hus-
band of the board president, offered up 
his rental property, located at 302 N. 
Franklin St., to the board on a rent-free, 
three-month lease. Hill also proposed 
a five-year lease on the property if the 
founding of the care facility was success-
ful.

While the home proved to be success-
ful, it wasn’t too long before the services 
began to outgrow the Franklin Street 
home. In 1902, Sarah Moore, an original 
board member, approached her husband, 
Sydney, about securing a larger space. 
Sydney, a well-to-do banker, offered the 
board a 99-year lease for a house located 
at 47 E. William St., with the option to 
purchase the house at any time. His only 
stipulation for the lease was that the 
property would always be used as a care 
home for Delaware’s elderly.

However, even the newest location 
lacked everything the women need to 
run the home, adequate space in particu-
lar. When Sarah passed away in 1916, 
she left the property to the organization, 
as well as $30,000 that was put into a 

building fund.
Within five years of her passing and 

the creation of that fund, additional con-
tributions had seen the fund’s total grow 
to $75,000. With sufficient funding in 
place, the house was torn down to make 
way for the construction of a new build-
ing, which was completed in 1923.

During construction, the facility was 
temporarily moved to 449 N. Sandusky 
St. The new facility was constructed 
in a modern sense for its time, with 

“every convenience known,” The Gazette 
reported in 1922. Because of her con-
tributions and role in progressing the 
home, the name of the new building was 
changed to the “Sarah Moore Home.”

Today, the white-pillared porch of the 
William Street building remains one of 
the iconic visuals in Delaware. However, 
Sarah Moore Home has grown to include 
much more than just the original house. 
In 1993, the Delaware Rural Electric 
Cooperative and Anderson Electric Com-

pany buildings, located on Union Street, 
directly north of the Sarah Moore home, 
were purchased and demolished to clear 
the way for an expanding Sarah Moore 
campus.

A 25,000-square-foot nursing home, 
named the Sarah Moore Health Care 
Center, was constructed in 1997 on that 
purchased property, which connected 
the building to the William Street house. 

Sarah Moore Home still thriving

Courtesy photo | Ohio Living Sarah Moore
The Sarah Moore Home, located at the corner of East William and North Union streets in Delaware, was reconstructed in 1923 to accommodate a growing need. 
Now owned by Ohio Living, the Sarah Moore Home continues to serve the elderly community of Delaware after 126 years.

See HOME | 17
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be selective in the movies she brings to The 
Strand.

“What (studios) want to see is the biggest 
return on investment, the quickest way they 
can get it,” she said. “This is why we get 
mainly wide and nationwide releases. We 
didn’t get ‘Green Book,’ ‘The Favourite,’ or 
‘The Wife’ when they first came out because 
they’re from small studios.”

Peyton went on to say small studios are 
looking for quick returns on their invest-
ments just the same as the larger studios, 
and those smaller studios aren’t going to put 
movies in small-town theatres where ticket 
prices range from $5-7.

While those limitations exist for The 
Strand, Peyton said there is still a draw for 
the theatre to remain viable in Delaware 
despite the chain cinemas that exist in the 
area. She cited the close-knit nature of the 
community, which shows great support for 
their town.

But perhaps the biggest draw for The 
Strand in today’s market is what some may 
perceive as a slight towards the theatre — it’s 
simplicity.

“Some people don’t want the luxury seat-
ing, they don’t want those recliners,” Peyton 
said. “They just want to go see a movie and 
come somewhere where people know their 
name and know their order when they walk 
in, which is what we know.”

She added that because The Strand doesn’t 
offer any of those bells and whistles that 
come with the movieplex experience today, 
they are able to keep prices low. In a time 
where it is increasingly expensive for fami-
lies to enjoy entertainment, those prices are 
enticing to customers.

“I think the board of directors, the com-
munity, business owners … anyone who has 
a rich history in Delaware supports this place 
because this is the best and most economi-
cal form of entertainment that you can have 
right here in downtown Delaware,” Peyton 
said.

While tradition and support of the commu-
nity are imperative to the continued success 
of The Strand, so, too, is adapting in ways 
that promote a welcoming atmosphere for all 

people. Peyton said she is especially proud 
of the theatre’s sensory program, which 
provides an alternate movie experience for 
those who are diagnosed with a hyperactivity 
disorder.

Through the program, special showings 
are offered each month where everything 
from the lights and sounds in the theatre are 
adjusted to ensure a quality experience. Pey-
ton said only 8 percent of theatres around the 
country are sensory-friendly at the moment.

Moving forward, Peyton sees the chal-
lenges that lie ahead for The Strand as no 
different than what every movie theatre is 
facing. In particular, she said the looming 
acquisition of 20th Century Fox by Disney 
could have serious implications for theatre 
box office sales. Disney, which already takes 
among the highest percentages of box office 
sales for its movies, could increase those 
rates to account for their $71 billion pur-
chase.

For a theatre whose biggest draws are 
typically Disney movies, the purchase and its 
subsequent fallout loom large.

Whatever changes or shifts may come, 
The Strand has displayed a staying power 
that chain cinemas all around the country 
have been unable to capture. While nearby 
cinemas do represent competition in the 
literal sense, Peyton doesn’t see The Strand 
as directly competing with those theatres. 
Instead, she sees those chain theatres in 
constant competition with each other to 
stay relevant in the pursuit of the next big 
thing, something The Strand surely won’t get 
caught up in.

In Peyton’s opinion, everything that makes 
The Strand unique should continue to help 
them outlast the glitz and glamour of its so-
called competitors.

“The fact that we are still standing and still 
covering our costs is no small feat,” she said. 
“The Strand has been around longer than the 
AMC chain. That says a lot about the ‘little 
engine that could,’ which is what we are.

“There will come a time where those big-
ger movie theatres will not be able to sustain 
the level of entertainment they’ve created. I 
really think it’s going to come back around 
and people are going to come back to the 
basics and go to a place where they can enjoy 
a movie the way it was intended.”
Reach Dillon Davis at 740-413-0904. Follow him on 
Twitter @ddavis_gazette.

From page 5
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Mental illness? 
We can help. 
And it’s FREE. 

 
1 in 5 Americans live with 
a mental health condition.   
Almost every family is  
affected. 

NAMI Family Support Group—Ongoing support for family and friends of 
individuals who live with mental illness. 
 

NAMI Connection Recovery Support Group—Ongoing recovery support 
for those who live with a mental condition. 
 

NAMI Family to Family Education Program—12-week course for family 
and caregivers of individuals living with mental illness. 
 

Peer to Peer Education Program—10-week course for adults living with 
mental health challenges. 
 

Basics Education Program—6-week course for parents of children 13 or 
younger with mental health challenges. 

Call or see website for schedules and program locations. 

740-815-1767 
www.namiofdel-mor.org 

NAMI Delaware and Morrow Counties is funded by: 

Delaware Morrow Mental Health Recovery Services Board 
Delaware County Foundation, Delaware Healthcare Foundation,  

Consolidated Electric, and The United Way 
 

814 Bowtown Road  
Delaware 
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By Dillon Davis
cdavis@aimmediamidwest.com

Since it opened its doors in 1842, Ohio Wesleyan Univer-
sity (OWU) has been a pillar in the Delaware community. 
Over that 176 years, OWU has seen extensive growth and 
development as it has become a top liberal arts school in 
the state of Ohio.

Reverend Adam Poe, the pastor of the William Street 
Church at the time, led the charge for Delaware citizens 
to establish a university in the city. To get the ball rolling, 
$10,000 was raised from a total of 172 citizens to purchase 
the Mansion House Hotel, a health resort built in 1833 to 
attract people to the sulfur spring nearby.

When the hotel ultimately failed and went up for sale a 
few years later, the building was primed to be repurposed 
for a use that would serve the community for centuries to 
come. Today, the former hotel is known as Elliott Hall.

After receiving its official charter, the school’s College of 
Liberal Arts began in 1844 with an all-male enrollment of 
29 students, which were taught by three professors.

An independent school — The Ohio Wesleyan Female 
College — began in 1853, and it wasn’t until 1877 that the 
two schools came together to establish the coeducational 
institution that students attend today.

Given that Poe was a Methodist minister, OWU has his-
toric ties to the Methodist church. However, Cole Hatcher, 
the school’s director of media and community relations, 
pointed out the student body is made up of many differ-
ent religious or non-religious backgrounds. He cited the 
school’s charter, which states the school is to “forever be 
operated on the most liberal of principles.”

Today, the private liberal arts school has an enrollment 
of nearly 1,600 students, and the school’s faculty consists 
of nearly 500 employees. Hatcher said around half the 
enrollment is made up of Ohio residents. International and 
United States/Multi-cultural students make up 30 percent 
of the student body.

Asked what the draw for international students to OWU 
can be attributed to, Hatcher cited the school’s historical 
reputation and emphasis on creating a global culture at the 
university, saying, “We have always had the most liberal of 
principles. We have always welcomed all students. And we 
provide financial aid opportunities for international stu-
dents, which not all places do.”

More than 90 majors are offered to those students. 

Hatcher said such a high number of majors offered is 
unique for a liberal arts college of OWU’s size. Bachelor’s 
degrees in arts, fine arts, and music are offered. The newest 
majors to the curriculum, added in 2017, are communica-
tion, data analytics, environmental science, film studies, 
Middle Eastern studies, nutrition, social justice and special 
education.

A Bachelor of Science degree was also added in 2017, 
with the school’s first students graduating with the degree 
in May of last year. The science program offers degrees in 
astrophysics, physics, geology and microbiology. The pro-

gram is expected to be expanded soon with a B.S. in chem-
istry and zoology being offered.

Hatcher said the university’s “distinguishing feature and 
signature experience” is its “OWU Connection” program, 
which began in 2009. He described the program as three 
elements, saying, “It helps you to think big, it helps you to 
go global, and it helps you to get real.”

He added, “We want you to understand issues from dif-
ferent academic disciplines. We want you to have a global 

OWU stronger than ever

Joshua Keeran | The Gazette
Now known as Elliott Hall, the former Mansion House Hotel was built in 1833 as a resort. When the hotel ultimately failed, $10,000 was raised 
by citizens to found a university.

See OWU | 22
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By Glenn Battishill
gbattishill@aimmediamidwest.com

The Delaware Area Chamber of Com-
merce has been around since March 
1907, and in that time, has continued to 
evolve to meet the needs of area busi-
nesses and the community.

One hundred eleven years after open-
ing its doors, the Delaware Area Cham-
ber of Commerce is one of only four 
chambers in Ohio to hold a four-star 
accreditation. In addition, it’s an honor 
shared by just three percent of chambers 
nationwide.

To Holly Quaine, president of the Dela-
ware Area Chamber of Commerce, cham-
bers are and always have been essential 
parts of communities.

“The notion of a chamber of commerce 
started (in the 1700s) when fur trappers 
in Europe figured out that if they stuck 
together, they could collectively ward 
off marauding bandits, and that worked 
well, so someone said ‘standards of 
trade, want to?” and that worked well,” 
Quaine said.

Quaine added the idea spread to the 
United States and has helped develop 
every community in the country.

“I submit that every community across 
America was really developed by the 
members of chamber of commerce,” 
Quaine said. “What happened was busi-
ness people came together and realized 
that if communities had good towns, 
good fire departments, and good schools, 
then people would come there and all 
the boats would rise together. They have 
since evolved.”

Quaine and Rozella Miller, who was 
president of the chamber from 1993 to 
1998, said chambers reflect their com-
munities and the needs of local business.

“Chambers evolved and went sepa-
rate ways. Some do tourism, some 
do economic development to varying 
degrees, and some still maintain a very 

merchant’s association feel,” Quaine 
said. “They really do evolve based on 
their leadership and what the community 
wants. We are not-for-profit, but we are 
not a nonprofit. We’re a private organiza-
tion, that’s a big misconception. We are 
not a government entity.”

Miller said when she applied to be 

chamber president, she knew very little 
about the chamber but had other skills 
to offer.

“I know how to build relationships,” 
she said. “I said, ‘I know nothing about 
what a chamber of commerce does, but 
I can learn.’ Chambers were at different 
levels. Some chambers were networking 

and social groups, the next step up they 
got into economic development, and I’d 
like to think that at that time, we brought 
the chamber from that first entry level to 
sort of the middle.”

Miller said she was the first female 

Chamber evolving to fit community

Glenn Battishill | The Gazette
The current Delaware Area Chamber of Commerce building located at 32 S. Sandusky St. in downtown Delaware.

See CHAMBER | 23
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in Delaware.
“Fidelity is the only hometown financial institution in 

Delaware City that serves and has served the community,” 
Jones said. “It’s a mutual institution, and as a community 
financial institution, the money that you deposit is invested 
back into the community. We can’t offer the things all the 
larger institutions offer, but you can still come in today and 
still talk to the president, the person. We’re community 
based. It’s something to be proud of.”

Jones said being a part of the community for so long is a 
rare opportunity for a business.

“I think that is an opportunity that not a lot of associations 
get; to be able to serve their communities through good 
times and bad, and have generations of a family that have 
banked here,” Jones said. “We’ve been on this block for 132 
years. We want to offer costumers modern conveniences but 
still offer that hometown touch and accessibility that people 
can choose. Delaware is diverse, because we’ve got the large 
institutions and national banks that are here that can offer 
those services, and you’ve got a community bank. Delaware 
is a unique place where the citizens have their choice as to 
what meets their needs the best.”

Fidelity President and CeO Ana Babiasz said she’s hon-
ored to be the president of such a long running business, 
and she added Fidelity wouldn’t be where it is without being 
involved in the community.

“Being president of this business, which has been active 
since 1887, is both an honor and a huge responsibility,” 
Babiasz said. “We all know that Delaware is rapidly growing, 
and we must continue to offer products to be competitive 
in this banking market, and yet, we need to maintain our 
identity as a fixture in this community. We have been able to 
thrive in Delaware because our leadership over the years has 
maintained its commitment to our mission statement. We 
provide customers with high quality products and services. 
We have stayed local, involved in the community, and have 
supported the economic growth of Delaware by reinvesting 
our dollars into the county through our lending, sponsor-
ships, donations, and hiring local employees.”

Babiasz said the decision makers at Fidelity are focused on 
protecting deposits of the community and reinvesting, not 
profits.

“We are a mutual savings association. The decision makers 
are not here to make a profit off of earnings,” Babiasz said. 
“Our past and present board members have used conserva-
tive decision-making to protect the deposits of our commu-
nity, use prudent lending practices, and reinvest in this com-
munity. We make sure our staff is aligned with these goals. 
It’s not a complicated business plan. We earn our business 
one customer at a time … and it becomes generational.”

Sandusky Street circa 1910-1922. 60 N. Sandusky St., where Fidelity Federal Savings & Loan Association is now located, can be seen 
on the left side with the awning.

Courtesy photos | Fidelity Federal Savings & Loan Association
Fidelity Federal Savings & Loan Association purchased the Delaware Hardware building at 60 N. Sandusky St. in downtown Delaware 
in 1975.

From page 7

Fidelity
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Special to The Gazette
delnews@aimmediamidwest.com

What does progress look like in the medi-
cal world? For some, like a patient or a doc-
tor, it could be recovering from an injury or 
illness. For others, such as hospital adminis-
trators, it might be adding services or reno-
vations to a hospital. And for some, it could 
be growing in their professional lives within 
a hospital setting.

At OhioHealth Grady Memorial Hospital, 
they’ve seen all of that and are hoping to 
see more progress in years and decades to 
come.

The Grady story goes all the way back 
to 1904, when the Jane M. Case Hospital 
Association purchased a Greek revival-style 
mansion built in 1843. Two years later, Jane 
M. Case Hospital opened with 22 rooms. 

About two decades later, in 1928, the trust-
ees purchased Delaware Springs Sanitarium 
on the 24 acres where Grady Memorial 
stands today. Over the next 50 years, the 
hospital added to its staff, hitting 71 in 
1952, and offering $12 a day for full-time 
nurses in 1957.

In 1972, an estimated $4 million legacy 
donation from the estate of Mary Grady 
came to the hospital, and the name of the 
facility changed to Grady Memorial Hospi-
tal.

Over the next 30 years, the hospital pro-
gressed through a number of renovations, 
from adding space, to building an attached 
medical office building and adding an emer-
gency center with a helipad.

In 2001, Grady signed an affiliation agree-
ment with the state’s largest healthcare 
system, OhioHealth. Just four years later, in 

2005, Grady became a member hospital of 
OhioHealth. From there, additional services 
were added, the Delaware Medical Campus 
was built, renovations in the surgical space 
at Grady were completed, and much more. 
Capping more than a century of commit-
ment to health and caring in Delaware 
County.

Growth? Yes. But for real progress, it 
takes vision, and it takes people.

Dr. Raymond Fuller, a physician and sur-
geon at Grady Memorial, knows the hospi-
tal and community extremely well. And he’s 
seen the transformation like few others.

“It’s special. Most physicians don’t get 
to practice where they grew up, but I got 
lucky,” Fuller said. “I remember my brother 
being born here at Grady when I was just 
six. In high school, I volunteered at Grady, 
learning what it took to be in this line  

of work.”
More than 20 years ago, Fuller came on 

board at Grady Memorial as a member of 
the medical staff. While he says he knew he 
always wanted to be a doctor, being able to 
practice at Grady was the perfect fit for him.

“It’s an exciting time to be a surgeon at 
OhioHealth Grady Memorial Hospital, and 
a great time to be a patient at Grady. Ohio-
Health has invested so much into Grady’s 
present and future,” Fuller said. “Our sur-
gery area looks quite a bit different than it 
used to, for us, and for the patient. With the 
$8 million dollar project now done; we hear 
overwhelmingly supportive and positive 
comments from everyone, but most impor-
tantly from our patients.”

For Steve Spain, progress looks a little 

Grady Memorial’s history dates back to 1904

See GRADY | 15
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By Dillon Davis
cdavis@aimmediamidwest.com

Some of the many things that make 
small town communities special are the 
shops and businesses that have stood the 
test of time. Few entities in Delaware 
have served its residents longer than Gib-
son the Florist, located at 19 W. Winter 
St., which celebrated its 100th year in 
business last year.

Darrell Gibson began the business in 
1918, growing the majority of the flow-
ers he sold in the shop out of his own 
greenhouses. Harold Rittenhouse, a Dela-
ware native, began working for Gibson 
in 1954. Rittenhouse was fresh out of 
school, having graduated from The Ohio 
State University with a degree in horti-
culture.

To start, Rittenhouse tended to Gib-
son’s greenhouses. Upon discovering 
his talents in arranging flowers, Gibson 
gave Rittenhouse more responsibilities 
inside the shop itself. Rittenhouse, who 
had never taken any type of classes on 
arrangements, said he came to under-
stand there are two types of designers: 
those who are taught, and then those 
who are innate designers.

Rittenhouse fell into the latter of those 
two categories, able to take an empty 
vase and see the arrangement before he 
put it together.

“Those are the designers that are really 
top-notch,” Rittenhouse said. “I’m not 
saying that because I am one of them, I’m 
saying that to identify the talent.”

Rittenhouse described Gibson as a 
“very hard guy who had what I often felt 
was an inferiority complex.” He said he 
worked for Gibson for four months before 
paying a visit to his advisor at Ohio 
State, who told him that most students 
who they sent to work for Gibson didn’t 
last for more than five or six months.

But Rittenhouse particularly liked his 

job and was able to get along with Gib-
son’s personality. After three years work-
ing for Gibson, Rittenhouse had a variety 
of roles, such as overseeing the growth of 
the flowers, cutting them, and, of course, 
designing.

As their work relationship continued to 
evolve, Gibson eventually incorporated 
the business. It was a move that was 
unbeknownst to Rittenhouse, but one he 
believes was done for his benefit. Just a 
few years later, Gibson passed away, leav-
ing Rittenhouse with the opportunity to 

buy the business.
“Underneath the facade of the coarse 

person that he was, he had a heart of 
gold,” Rittenhouse said of Gibson.

Although he had never given thought 
to one day owning the shop, Rittenhouse 
said it was a natural and easy decision to 
make.

“It became evident to me that I like 
what I’m doing. I like the people, I like 
Delaware, and I am a Delaware kid any-
ways,” he said of the decision to purchase 
stock in the company.

Gibson, now 89 years old, sold the 
business in 1998. He said that his favor-
ite memory of his time in the shop was 
just being able to put to work the talents 
that he had in a way in which other peo-
ple could enjoy it as well. He also recalled 
fondly the customers he would see regu-
larly, often times stopping in for no other 
reason than to simply chat.

He sold the business to a woman who 
Rittenhouse said also had the innate  

Floral shop hits century mark

Dillon Davis | The Gazette
Gibson the Florist owner Dawn Rittenhouse poses for a photograph inside the business with her father-in-law and former Gibson the Florist owner Harold 
Rittenhouse.

See FLORAL | 24
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different. He’s in not in patient care at 
Grady Memorial Hospital, but certainly has 
seen progress in a different way. Spain is 
the hospital support manager at Grady. But 
for him, his connection to Grady started 
with day one.

“I was born at Grady Memorial, so it’s 
neat to walk up to the third floor and see 
the room in which I was born, ” Spain said. 
And he never left; growing up in Delaware 
and taking a job in the finance department 
in 1984.

“This place was really family; folks loved 
working here and taking care of people they 
know,” Spain said.

Spain added while there have been giant 
leaps forward in technology, and living in a 
computerized world, what sets Grady apart 
is that he can walk the halls here and see so 
many familiar faces. Both from his commu-

nity and long-time associates at Grady.
“There is probably not a day that goes by 

where I don’t say hi to someone I know,” 
Spain said.

Spain left in 1990 to pursue professional 
opportunities, but he returned to Grady in 
2008, just a few years after Grady became a 
member hospital with OhioHealth.

“The technology brought onboard now, it 
is amazing to see the progress and improve-
ments that have been made here,” Spain 
said. “I’m very proud of this hospital and 
this community. (I) wouldn’t want to be any 
other place.”

It’s a sentiment that Fuller shares.
“I often say I’ve had the privilege to oper-

ate on every relationship you can think of. 
I’ve seen former teachers, principals, school 
administrators, Sunday school teachers, 
high school friends, now their kids, friends 
of my parents and grandparents. too,” 
Fuller said. “I’ve seen it all, and got to do it 
here at Grady Memorial Hospital.”

Where the future goes from here will 
certainly be something worth watching in 

the medical field. But if the past tells us any-
thing, OhioHealth Grady Memorial Hospi-
tal will certainly be thinking about progress 

for the team, patients and Delaware County.

Submitted by OhioHealth.
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https://www.berkshirelakecampground.com/

& PARTY HOUSE& PARTY HOUSE

https://www.berkshirelakecampground.com/

PARTY HOUSE INFORMATION

(740)965-2428

The Party House Restaurant and Bar is the 
spot to be for fantastic food and good times 
With a fully stocked bar, indoor/outdoor 
seating, and rental facilities, there’s no need 
to go anywhere else for your entertainment 
needs. We host campground events, 
wedding receptions, class reunions, birthday 
parties, and even corporate events. And 
we invite you to try our famous pizza and 
wings! Call us today for more details.

Camping is truly one of the most therapeutic 
activities you can enjoy as an individual 
or with the family. Berkshire Lake 
Campground excels in providing relaxing 
camping experiences in gorgeous, natural 
surroundings. We offer you the option to 
camp by the day, week, or month, and
year-round sites are also available.

Courtesy photo | OhioHealth
This photograph of Grady Memorial Hospital in Delaware was taken back in 1974.

From page 13

Grady
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History preserved through extensive archive
By D. Anthony Botkin
abotkin@aimmediamidwest.com

Since Oct. 1, 1818, The Delaware Gazette has cov-
ered the stories of the county, but more importantly, 
it has chronicled the history of Delaware County, 
Ohio.

From July 15 to Dec. 23, the Delaware County His-
torical Society curated an exhibit — “Newspapers in 
Delaware County: The history of Delaware County’s 
newspapers for the past 200 years’ — at the Meeker 
Homestead Museum.

The exhibit allowed visitors to turn back the pages 
of time on more than 50 community newspapers 
chronicling the county’s history through articles, 
photos and advertisements.

“Truly, this is probably the number one source of 
history,” said Benny Shoults, Meeker Homestead 
Museum curator, in July 2018 while still assembling 
the exhibit. “For teaching history, for just promoting 
history, it is the best source that we have. The out-
right culture of the community was reflected in the 
stories … printed in the newspapers.”

But yet, in October of 2011, the county’s detailed 
history barely escaped being tossed into a Dumpster.

It was during the newspaper’s move from the old 
Delaware Gazette building on East William Street 
to its current location on North Sandusky Street in 
downtown Delaware that the bound editions of the 
200 years of history were donated to the Delaware 
County Historical Society for safe keeping.

Deedee Cochenour, an employee of The Gazette 
at the time, didn’t want to see all of that history just 
tossed in the Dumpster, so she went to the publisher 
with the idea of donating the 200 years worth of 
bound editions to the Delaware County Historical 
Society.

The publisher at that time was current Delaware 
County Commissioner Gary Merrell.

“The one thing that I’m most proud of is getting 
the archive into the hands of the historical society,” 
Merrell said. “But, I had to get permission from the 
company first.”

Once Merrell got permission to donate the edi-
tions, the Delaware Hayes football team helped move 
the large bound editions to the historical society.

Merrell was the publisher of The Gazette from 
2007-2012. He came to Delaware from Athens, where 
he was the publisher of The Athens Messenger, a sis-
ter paper owned by the Brown Publishing Company, 

which was based in Cincinnati at the time.
In 2010, Brown Publishing declared bankruptcy, 

and the creditors formed Ohio Community Media, 
which later was purchased by Versa Capital Manage-
ment in 2011. In 2012, Ohio Community Media was 
merged with other papers owned by the comapny to 
form Civitas Media.

Civitas Media was purchased in 2017 by The 
Gazette’s current owners, AIM Media Midwest.

Merrell said after Brown Publishing was sold, the 
number one priority became cutting costs.

“Roy Brown still owned the building, and we were 
challenged to find an alternative that was less expen-
sive,” Merrell said. “We made that transition because 
of a lease that we no longer cared to support. As 

Photos by D. Anthony Botkin | The Gazette
To preserve the history of a community, newspapers, much like The Delaware Gazette, would save a year’s worth of editions and have them 
bound into a book. If an old article needed to be referenced, all one had to do was know the approximate time of its publication and pull the 
book of that year to find it.

Shown preserved here are editions of The Delaware Gazette from 
January-December 1977.See ARCHIVE | 25
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All residents were relocated to the newly 
finished building. The relocation also 
allowed for the remodeling of the William 
Street home, which was completed in 
1999 and also marked the first time men 
were allowed to move into the home.

The newest addition to the Sarah 
Moore campus in Delaware — the build-
ing on the corner of Winter and Union 
Street — was finished in 2009.

Looking to partner with a nonprofit 
organization, Sarah Moore Home joined 
Ohio Presbyterian Retirement Services 
(OPRS), founded in 1922 in Columbus, 
in 2014. OPRS changed its name to Ohio 
Living in 2016, giving the facility its cur-
rent title.

Today, everything from rehab services 
to apartment-style assisted living and 
more traditional long-term care is offered 
at Sarah Moore. The rehab facility was 
added in 2017 and includes 19 private 
and semi-private suites. The long-term 
care wing features 28 beds, and there are 
38 total assisted living units.

Whether the care is short or long-term, 
Ohio Living operates in pursuit of one 
mission: to provide adults with caring 
and quality services toward the enhance-
ment of physical, mental, and spiritual 
well-being consistent with the Christian 
gospel.

Ohio Living Sarah Moore Executive 
Director Aric Arnett took over the facil-
ity in 2014, having previously worked 
with a for-profit organization.

Asked what has stood out to him the 
most about Sarah Moore Home, Arnett 
said, “I have the opportunity to do things 
that really make a difference … My staff 
is part of a team, not just employees com-
ing in.”

Arnett said the building maintains 
around 100 employees on average.

He added that money that comes into 
the company, whether it be through 
donations or other channels, is able to be 
put directly into the building, something 
he said may not always be the case in 
other scenarios.

As for what’s to come, Arnett said 
there will be a project commencing soon 
that will bring needed renovations to the 
front of the original Sarah Moore Home, 
including adding a ramp to make the 
building handicap accessible.

While there are sure to be many more 
improvements and additions to come as 
Ohio Living continues to carry the Sarah 
Moore name forward, its integral pres-
ence in the Delaware community should 

remain unchanged, as it has for 125 years 
and counting.

Reach Dillon Davis at 740-413-0904. Follow him on 
Twitter @ddavis_gazette.

Courtesy photo | Ohio Living Sarah Moore
Sarah Moore, one of the original board members, 
left the property and $30,000 for the eventual 
construction of a new building upon her passing 
in 1916.

Joshua Keeran | The Gazette
Pictured is the current Ohio Living Sarah Moore facilty located at corner of East William and North Union streets in Delaware.
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Senior, Military, Veteran, First Responder Discounts
Serving Delaware and Surrounding Communities

• New Construction
 • Remodel 

• Replacement
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By D. Anthony Botkin
abotkin@aimmediamidwest.com

The Delaware Gazette’s national 
headline of the Monday, Feb. 1, 1971, 
stated “Experts Study Seriousness of 
Lunar Lander Trouble,” but the story 
was printed as a single column in the left 
margin of the page because the “William 
Street Church Burns” was the big news 
of the day.

Under the large headline, Tom Thom-
son’s photograph showed the skeletal 
remains of the historic building encased 
in ice after the fire had been extin-
guished.

“Historic William Street United 
Methodist Church was an ice-coated 
shell today—all that remained after the 
Saturday night fire that crept through 
the 83-year-old landmark before it was 
discovered shortly before 11:30 p.m. 
Church spokesmen estimated the loss at 
$400,000 to $450,000,” the lede of the 
article stated.

The article notes that Art Ruth, a 
staff member of The Gazette and a Tri-
Township fireman, reported the fire after 
he smelled burning wood as he left The 
Gazette building on East William Street 
that night.

Jack Hilborn, owner of Hilborn Insur-
ance in downtown Delaware and William 
Street UMC historian, said, “I was a 
senior at Ohio University home for the 
weekend in Delaware.” He said to this 
day he can vividly remember the night of 
the fire.

Hilborn said he remembers the phone 
rang late that night and as his father 
picked up the receiver, “I could hear a 
woman screaming in the phone, Wayne, 

Wayne, the church is burning.”
Hilborn said as he and his father 

walked out of the house, “We could see 
a big orange glow over Delaware.” He 
said they stood on the opposite corner 
from the burning church at the Masonic 
Temple and watched the church burn.

The article in The Gazette states, “As 
the blaze grew in fury the church steeple 
collapsed inside the tower.”

“I watched the church bell fall through 
the tower,” Hilborn said. He said the  

bell survived and now hangs in a tower 
near the entrance of the of the current 
building.

“In the 1980s, a bell tower was con-
structed on the east side of the current 
church building to house the bell that 
survived the fire of 1971,” he said.

Hilborn recalled it being 10 degrees 
below zero that night as 16 fire depart-
ments answered the call of the largest 
fire that Delaware has ever seen. He 
said the hot burning building tossed 

embers into the eastbound wind carrying 
them to the rooftops of other buildings. 
Firemen stood guard on the top of the 
buildings ready to extinguish the embers 
before they could ignite the roof.

From Feb. 1, 1971 article, “Fire Chief 
Wilbur Bills called quickly for mutual aid 
from Delaware County Fire Departments 
and all responded quickly. Over 100 
men with some 20 pieces of equipment 

UMC celebrates 200 years
Survived 1971 fire

See UMC | 26

Courtesy photo
The front page of The Delaware Gazette’s Feb. 1, 1971 edition featured this photograph of the William Street United Methodist Church that caught fire two nights 
prior. The caption read, “The ice-covered shell that greeted shocked Delaware on Sunday morning.”
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By Polly Horn
Special to The Sunbury News

The Sunbury News has carried news 
about the Sunbury community’s resi-
dents, their schools, their businesses and 
civic programs for the last 146 years. By 
keeping local residents informed, The 
News has had a major influence on the 
entire Big Walnut area, covering history 
as it was happening so the facts are still 
with us today.

In 1873, a small group of Sunbury 
men formed a stock company for the 
publication of the first Sunbury newspa-
per. The Enterprise, with D.M. Pyle as 
editor, only published nine months. Pyle 
sold the paper to Wayman Perfect who 
renamed it The Spectator. Perfect sold 
the paper to J.S. Watson in 1876 before 
the paper sold out completely in 1879.

A few months after The Spectator 
closed, G.E. Sharpe published The Sun-
bury Monitor. One known copy is dated 
Jan. 21, 1881, and marked Vol. VI, Num-
ber 43, indicating it had been published 
for several months prior to the January 
paper.

A copy of The Sunbury News, Vol. 2, 
No. 3. dated May 1, 1890, still exists, 
noting A.R. Letts as editor and propri-
etor. The masthead stated the paper 
came out every Thursday morning. Sub-
scriptions were $1 per year, 60 cents per 
half year, or 35 cents for three months. 
The four-page paper used boilerplate on 
pages 1 and 4 and hand-set on pages 2 
and 3.

By 1893 Letts and Whittier were 
jointly publishing The Sunbury News. 
M.D. Cring bought The Sunbury News 
in 1894. An issue dated May 1896 shows 
Cring as editor while Reed Letts and 
Frank Whittier were printers. Cring sold 
his interests to Letts and Whittier in 
1896.

Letts and Whittier published a book-
let, “Picturesque Sunbury.” It shows The 

Sunbury News in a frame building on 
Cherry Street with the post office in the 
same building.

The News was subsequently located on 
the south side of Village Square in a glass 
block, two-story building with a den-
tist, Dr. Wilson, pulling teeth upstairs. 
It’s believed Charles Perfect and Frank 
Whittier had photography studios in this 
building. In the early 1900s, Fred Baker 
and Don Crawford bought the business 
from Letts and Whittier.

Meanwhile, W.F. Whittier became 
publisher for Delaware County News-
Item. In an issue (Vol. XI), dated Sept. 
28, 1905, the masthead says it was the 
“Official Organ” of the Delaware County 
Farmers Mutual Fire Insurance Co. and 
was published weekly on Thursdays.

On April 1, 1906, Oatfield Whitney 
bought out Baker’s interest in the paper. 
He admitted he knew nothing about run-
ning a newspaper when he bought into 
it. On April 1, 1919, Whitney bought out 
Crawford and started a family tradition 
of newspapermen.

Oatfield’s oldest son, Bill, loved the 
newspaper world. He went to Ohio Wes-
leyan University but, because he was 
crippled, he was not allowed to return 
the following year. Knowing he would 
never be able to get a college education, 
he picked and chose schools to build his 
education. He took a photography course 
at Kent State and years later taught 

photography in Kent’s program. He and 
his brother, Hoyt, went to the University 
of Missouri where Bill took journalism 
classes. Later he was in school at the 
University of Chicago where he and fel-
low classmates chased Al Capone around 
Chicago.

Until that time, the local newspaper 
was set by hand-type one letter at a time, 
which was very time consuming. The 
letters were carved backwards to make 
them print correctly. Each letter was in 

A history of The Sunbury News

See SUNBURY | 26

Courtesy photos | Polly Horn
Photos of past individuals and locations associated with The Sunbury News were provided by village 
historian Polly Horn.
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“We went in and told the staff at like 
10 a.m.,” T Thomson said. “And (Roy) 
Brown was there.”

But, they both admit, it wasn’t a very 
well-kept secret they were looking to sell 
the paper.

‘There were rumors,” T Thomson 
said. “Chip and I thought we had done 
everything possible to keep them from 
finding out. We even met with the people 
in Franklin County to keep anyone from 
knowing.”

However, they considered the staff to 
be extended family.

Every year, they enjoyed deep frying 
turkeys for a Thanksgiving dinner or host-
ing Christmas parties for the staff on the 
second floor of the Brown Jug Restaurant.

“You have to do these things,” Chip 
Thomson said. “We were a small family.”

“In the 90s, we would pay the health 
department to come over and give the 
staff flu shots,” T Thomson said. “They’d 
come down to the basement, line up, sign 
a thing, and get their flu shots.”

According to Chip Thomson, The 
Gazette was one of the first companies to 
pay for its employees’ health insurance.

“We could have made more money by 
getting rid of health insurance or not had 
as many employees,” he said. “Does the 
product suffer? Absolutely!”

“Some people had only one main job 
like taking up the trash or to do the tear 
sheets,” T Thomson said. “We never laid 
anyone off.”

“We paid for everybody to get their 
taxes done,” Chip Thomson added. 
‘”Everyone would go down to Wolf, Rog-
ers, and Dickey to have their taxes done. 
I don’t know if it was Hank or dad that 
started that.”

Hank Thomson was their grandfather.
When there was a death in the family of 

an employee, the Thomson family went 
to the home of the grieving family to com-
fort them.

“It’s what we did,” T Thomson said.
The old Delaware Gazette building on 

East William Street holds many great 

stories for the two Thomson 
brothers.

“You could feel the press 
running and pumping out the 
paper,” Chip Thomson said. “In 
fact, people would start to get 
really itchy and nervous if it was 
1:30 and it wasn’t running yet. I 
remember dad walking back and 
asking, ‘Boys, what’s going on? 
Why’s the press not started?’”

T Thomson said when he 
became the production manager, 
he hated it when there were 
power surges. He calls the surges 
blips.

“We would get these power 
blips,” he said. “I could have 
as many battery backups that 
I needed and it didn’t matter. 
Enviably, something would need 
to be reset, and it would take 20 
minutes.”

As for their grandfather, Hank 
Thomson, Chip said he’d come 
into the paper at nine o’clock and 
open every single piece of mail.

“He would go to 10 o’clock cof-
fee,” T Thomson added. “Then 
he’d come back and wait for 
the paper to print and then go 
home.”

Chip said his great-grandfather, 
who everyone called Beep, had 
his own little newspaper route on 
his way home.

“I remember Hank telling 
the story about Beep,” he said. “In his 
early days, he would always take five to 
10 newspapers with him. The publisher 
of the newspaper, who lived on North 
Washington Street, would have people he 
handed the paper to every day. That’s a 
hometown newspaper.”

T Thomson said that Abram Thomson 
once owned the property from where the 
new county courthouse was constructed 
all the way down to the Olentangy River.

“Lincoln once stopped there at his 
house,” he said. “If I could go back in 
time, that’s where I would want to go, to 
see how Abram did things in 1840.”

The Thomson brothers got their start 
in the newspaper business like many oth-
ers, as paper boys.

“We were lucky. We did our 
neighborhood route,” said T 
Thomson, who added around 
eighth grade, he was hired to 
clean the press.

“There was always work in 
the summer,” Chip Thomson 
said. “If we wanted extra 
money — it was a grunt job — 
but there was always work.”

It was in T Thomson’s fresh-
man year of high school that he 
started his career as a photo-
journalist, shooting high school 
football games.

“It’s what got me into pho-
tography, and I’m still involved 
to this day,” he said. “I even-
tually ran the photography 
department, but then I went 
into production and oversaw 
everyone from layout to pho-
tographing the pages for the 
press plates.”

As publishers, the two made 
sweeping changes to The 
Gazette’s business model. One 
change was a little un-nerving 
for some of the employees, 
the introduction of electronic 
payroll.

“We had three employ-
ees that didn’t have bank 
accounts,” T Thomson said. 
“We told them we were going 
to direct deposit, and they were 
like what? We had to go to the 

bank and set up accounts for them to get 
the electronic deposit.”

“Before we sold, we had the new print-
ing facility called Premier Printing,” Chip 
Thomson said. “It was the single longest 
inline press in North America at the time. 
It was a $4 million project. It was in con-
junction with Marysville, Bellefontaine, 
Kenton and Delaware. We all printed out 
of this one facility. We were all able to 
share our modernization. At the time, 
USA Today was setting the standard for 
color.”

But, a playful argument broke out about 
the press being the longest single line 
press in North America.

According to T Thomson, it wasn’t just 
the one press, “There were two.”

“That plant started to print a lot of 
stuff,” Chip Thomson added. “We were 
printing four dailies plus other people’s 
stuff. Commercial printing alone added 
several $100,000 to the bottom line.”

Since USA Today was setting the stan-
dard in printing color photos, the Thom-
sons were not going to be left behind.

“We were one of the first newspapers to 
really, especially our size, ever run color 
pictures,” T Thomson said. “It was prob-
ably 1993. We shot it all on slide film, and 
we built a special darkroom for it. It took 
two hours to produce one photo.”

Chip said the jump to digital was one of 
the biggest things that changed the news-
paper business.

“We were spending $1,100 every month 
in film,” he said. “Going to digital photog-
raphy was a huge step because it financed 
itself by getting rid of the film.”

Other business changes implemented 
by the two were credit cards, fax 
machines, a copier, Gold Line and MidO-
hio Net.

“We didn’t use to take credit cards,” 
Chip Thomson said. “In 1988 ,we started 
taking credit cards.”

“We were the first people in Delaware 
with a fax machine,” T Thomson added.

“That fax machine every year did 
$1,500,” Chip Thomson said.

The Gold Line service was pre-internet.
“You’d dial 100 and it would give you 

time and temperature,” Chip Thomson 
said. “It was hooked into the atomic clock 
in Grinch, England.”

MidOhio Net was an internet service 
the Thomsons started in 1995. It cost a 
subscriber $20 per month.

“It was a cash cow with a cash flow of 
$112,000 a month with 6,000 customers, 
all dialing up through a modem. We sold 
the modems,” Chip Thomson said. “Our 
biggest competitor locally was America 
Online.”

“In our eyes, it was so easy to see just 
by owning MidOhio Net by itself and the 
influence it had where things were going 
in the newspaper business,” he added. 
“This internet thing was here to stay.”

The Thomson brothers also introduced 
publishing fees for obituaries, which 

Henry Clay Thomson

W.D. Thomson

H.C. Thomson

From page 3
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Berkshire Party House 
1848 Alexander Road
Galena, Ohio 43021
740-965-2428

One of the Best Kept Secrets of Delaware County, 
and we are looking to change this! 

Berkshire Party House is a full-service bar open to the public Wednesday through Sunday!
We open at 4:00 p.m. Wednesday through Saturday, and Sunday we open at 3:00 p.m.

WEDNESDAY IS OUR WING NIGHT - We have some of the BEST WINGS AROUND! 
THURSDAY NIGHTS - We have a DINNER SPECIAL which changes every week! 

FRIDAY NIGHTS - We just like to GET THE WEEKEND STARTED! 
SATURDAY NIGHTS - Call before heading out! We are occasionally closed for private celebrations.

SUNDAY - Pizza and Margarita Day! PIZZA AND MARGARITA DEALS ALL DAY!

WE OFFER A VARIETY OF PARTY OPTIONS! So, planning a party, wedding and/or reception?
Give us a call! We can help you customize your party! 

If there is an event or holiday, we are throwing a party! We look forward to meeting you!

BERKSHIRE PARTY HOUSE, WHERE FRIENDS AND MEMORIES ARE MADE! 
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before were published for free.
“Introducing that fee was very controversial,” Chip 

Thomson said.
Another change was the reduction in the physical size 

of the newspaper.
“We shrunk it down,” Chip Thomson said. “There’s 

nothing to it anymore, were the complaints, but it was the 
same content and it made economic sense to reduce the 
size, because it was a big difference in the cost to print it.”

“We made the jump to 50 cents a copy two years before 
the Dispatch did,” he added.

The Thomsons said their advertisers would complain 
about the cost to advertise in The Gazette.

“The physical production of a newspaper was so expen-
sive,” Chip Thomson said. “It didn’t go into our pockets. 
It went back into the business or expansion. Our AEP bill 
was $10,000 a month. People don’t realize that just even 
our small little newspaper would get a semi-truck load 
of newsprint twice a month. We spent $8,000-$9,000 a 
truckload.”

Chip Thomson said he remembers the very last payroll, 
because he has it in a box somewhere.

“The very last payroll was $41,000,” he said. “At that 
time in June of 2004, $11,000 was health insurance of 
what we were paying back then. I can’t even imagine what 
it would be now.”

Chip Thomson also said he remembers having 110 kids 
delivering papers,plus 31 county routes.

“The distribution of the newspaper was a huge 
expense,” he said. “But, they turned out to be our most 
crucial link. I could print the greatest newspaper in the 
world,but if it wasn’t delivered or it was wet, what good 
was it?”

As for the newspaper’s competition, the Thomsons said 
the biggest was the Columbus Dispatch.

“It was amazing that the Dispatch at the time was our 
competitor,” Chip Thomson said. “We were so much 
smaller.”

“When we got morning breaking news, like an earth-
quake at six in the morning, we would have that big break-
ing news on the front page that afternoon,” T Thomson 
said. “The Dispatch did not.”

The Gazette was an afternoon paper,while the Dispatch 
was a morning paper, he added.

“Anytime we could get a jump on them we were strut-

tin’ it,” T Thomson said.
Chip Thomson said the largest single copy sale for them 

as publishers was when Ben Curtis, an Ostrander native, 
won the British Open.

“We knew Ben, a local boy, was going to play,” he said. 
“We called the Associated Press and purchased six exclu-
sive photos that no other newspaper in the United States 
could use. It turns out those were gold.”

Chip Thomson said the lady at Associated Press kept 
asking him if he really wanted to pay for the exclusive 
shots.

“Yeah, he’s from Delaware,” he told her over the phone.
“He wins!” Chip Thomson said. “We had six pictures 

of him holding the Claret Jug on the front page with the 
headline, ‘PGA Rookie Shocks the World, Wins 133rd 
British Open,’ and he’s from Delaware, Ohio. Grew up in 
Ostrander. That’s all the front page was — him and the 
Claret Jug.”

The Thomson family has always been committed to the 
Delaware community.

“We’ve always been committed to Delaware,” Chip 
Thomson said. “We’re still here. It’s home.”

Contact D. Anthony Botkin at 740-413-0902. Follow him on Twitter  
@dabotkin.

From page 20
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perspective including travel … internships, externships, 
and ways to take what you learned in class and apply it 
to the real world so that you are ready for whatever your 
next step is.”

Students are encouraged to apply for Theory-to-
Practice grants, funded by the university, to travel the 
world to study and research. For students less inclined 
to spend significant time abroad, “Travel-Learning 
Courses” are also offered that consist of both classroom 
time and short-term travel experience.

As the school’s offerings have changed and grown 
through the years, so, too, has the campus. In 2010, 
OWU opened the Meek Aquatics and Recreation Center, 
a $10 million facility that features 90 geothermal wells 
that heat and cool the building, making it the campus’ 
first green building.

Over the past six years, renovations have also taken 
place on Stuyvesant Hall ($12 million), Merrick Hall 
($8 million), and what is now known as the Simpson 
Querrey Fitness Center to refreshen the historic cam-
pus. All projects were funded by donors.

Athletically, OWU features 25 varsity sports that com-
pete on the NCAA’s Division III platform. Women’s row-
ing and men’s wrestling are the two newest sports for 
the Battling Bishops to compete in, having been added 
this past fall. The Marching Bishops band returned in 
the fall after a 56-year hiatus.

The selection of the Battling Bishops nickname came 
from a student contest in 1925. Previously, the school 
was known as “The Red and the Black,” and even some-
times “The Methodists.”

Perhaps the school’s most notable alum — Branch 
Rickey — was an athlete at OWU. Rickey graduated 
in 1904 after excelling on the baseball field as both a 
player and coach for the Battling Bishops. He would go 
on to play professionally for a short time.

However, it was his work as a baseball front office 
man that led to him being named by ESPN as the most 
influential sports figure of the 20th century. As the pres-
ident and general manager for the Brooklyn Dodgers, 
Rickey played a pivotal role in breaking down the color 
barrier in baseball by signing Jackie Robinson as the 
first African American to play in Major League Baseball.

Rickey was posthumously inducted into the Baseball 
Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, New york, in 1967.

Other notable alumni include 1995 Nobel Prize win-
ner Frank Sherwood Rowland, Presidential Medal of 
Freedom recipient Reverend Norman Vincent Peale, 
and the 26th United States Vice President Charles Fair-
banks.

What lies ahead
Last year, OWU celebrated its 175th year in existence. 

With students continuing to come from all around the 
world to attend school in Delaware, the future of the uni-
versity is as bright as its ever been.

Asked about the growth he has seen since becoming the 
leader of the university in 2008, Rock Jones thinks back to 
the first speech he gave as the OWU president.

“In my inaugural address in 2008, I told those in atten-
dance that: We stand as stewards, entrusted for a time, 
with responsibility for a treasure … made tangible in the 
buildings on this campus and in the lives of those who live 
and study here.

“I think that encapsulates my philosophy as president. 
Working with the campus community, trustees, donors, 
parents, and friends, we are working to polish and 
enhance the luster of the OWU gem – to tend to our trea-
sure.”

Of what’s to come, Jones said, “I think our future lies 
in continuing to improve our infrastructure and to sup-

port our faculty as they study the curriculum and work 
to ensure that it continues to meet our students’ needs as 
effectively as possible … But no matter how much change 
has occurred in our 175 years – and how much will occur 
in our next 175 – we will remain committed to educating 
students to become moral leaders in the global society 
and to upholding the tenets of our charter.

Jones pointed to the proclamation issued in the school’s 
charter that “the university is forever to be conducted 
on the most liberal principles, accessible to all religious 
denominations, and designed for the benefit of our citi-
zens in general.”

He finished by saying, “These words are fundamentally 
Ohio Wesleyan and will guide us – and all future genera-
tions of university stewards – in caring for our OWU trea-
sure and in preserving a legacy of excellence in American 
higher education right here in Delaware, Ohio.”

Reach Dillon Davis at 740-413-0904. Follow him on Twitter @ddavis_gazette.

Courtesy photo | Ohio Wesleyan University
This photography taken back in the 1960s shows OWU students walking to class. Pictured in the background is Stuyvesant Hall, which 
recently underwent renovations.
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president of the chamber, and she’s 
proud that all subsequent presidents 
have been women. She added she’s proud 
of what Quaine has done.

“What Holly has done with this 
chamber gave me chills,” Miller said. 
“We are now a certified, accredited 
chamber. I know what that requires, 
and I know what an in-depth process 
that is. Certainly, we’ve come from that 
entry level to the top of that by being 
accredited. That’s a wonderful designa-
tion.”

Quaine said she brought a busi-
ness mindset to the chamber, and the 
accreditation holds the chamber to a 
high standard.

“What I brought to this chamber 
was a business background,” she said. 
“Being accredited is, to me, a legacy. 
We are always thinking of the accredita-
tion process and that keeps us on the 
straight and narrow. I’m in the commu-
nity, I do know these people, and they 

are my friends, but I never lose sight of 
the fact that they are my boss. It’s all 
about the high road.”

Quaine said the chamber succeeds 
because it’s a organization comprised of 
the community and businesses.

“This chamber has endured when 
other business have not,” Quaine said. 
“When you think about what a chamber 
is, it’s a coalition of business people 
and community people who come 
together to work together, promote 
together, and to support each other in a 
way no one on their own could do.”

Quaine added chamber members all 
pay dues that support education and 
programs based on how many employ-
ees they have, and she’s thankful that 
so many members see the value in sup-
porting the chamber.

“We have members, and always have, 
that don’t need a darn thing from the 
chamber,” Quaine said. “They don’t  
need our programs. They don’t need 
our education, and they don’t need our 
networking. OhioHealth doesn’t need 
anything from us, but they recognize 
what we do as being important to all 
those other guys. Being a member of 

the chamber supports the work we do 
for everybody else.”

Quaine said the chamber’s ability to 
adapt and evolve is the reason the busi-
ness has endured ups and downs since 
1907.

“Chambers being able to evolve is 
why they have endured,” she said. 
“We’re still in business because we 
evolve with the community. Our pro-
gramming reflects that, and our leader-
ship reflects that. It’s a great gig. Talk 
about believing in your product.”

Looking to the future, Quaine said 

that she is focused on protecting the 
chamber’s legacy and building a founda-
tion for future chambers.

“We pay for an independent audit 
every two years, and we do that volun-
tarily,” Quaine said. “We’ve never had 
anything but but a clean audit. That’s 
about protecting this legacy going 
forward. Transparency is the legacy. If 
I leave or get hit by a bus, I’ll leave a 
foundation in place.”

Glenn Battishill can be reached at 740-413-0903 or on 
Twitter @BattishillDG.

Courtesy photo | Delaware Area Chamber of Commerce
Before moving to South Sandusky Street, the Delaware Area Chamber of Commerce was located at 27 
N. Union St. in Delaware.

Courtesy photo | Delaware Area Chamber of Commerce
Before moving to Union Street and eventually to its current location on Sandusky Street, the Delaware 
Area Chamber of Commerce was located on East Winter Street.
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ability to envision arrangements before they were made. 
Little did Rittenhouse know, but the woman would soon 
become his daughter-in-law as well.

Dawn Rittenhouse had been doing design work for 
15 years in various spots prior to purchasing Gibson 
the Florist. Like Harold, she relied on her natural talent 
and the learn-as-you-go approach. During her final stop 

before the purchase, Dawn said she was able to learn 
about the business aspect, making her natural next step 
to own her own business.

Admittedly, she was unsure if she could be successful, 
but she was determined to give it a shot anyways. After 
hearing from a friend about the potential for Harold to 
sell his shop, she met with him to discuss the possibility.

“We clicked right away,” Dawn said of the meetings 
with Harold.

Harold employed Dawn for a month following the 
meetings to further evaluate his potential successor. 
And, so they say, the rest is history.

Asked how she goes about ensuring there are many 
more years to come for the floral shop, Dawn said the 
most important thing she can do is pray. Past that, she 
said being open to change is essential, while still hold-
ing on to the “old fashion, hometown-type of place.”

She went on to say, “There are a million other places 
that don’t have the personal experience,” she said. 
“There are people that just like coming in to talk. We 
have phone conversations, we take the time. You’re not 
just interacting with some automated system.”

Reach Dillon Davis at 740-413-0904. Follow him on Twitter @ddavis_gazette.

Joshua Keeran | The Gazette
Gibson the Florist, located at 19 W. Winter St. in downtown Delaware, celebrated its 100th year of business in 2018.
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memory serves me, we cut our cost 
$70,000 to $80,000 by making that 
move.”

Merrell said he saw the move to 
North Sandusky Street as a great 
opportunity for The Gazette.

“It was a great move for us in the 
sense of that it gave us really good 
visibility,” he said. “We were able to 
get our name on the building, which I 
thought was a great part of the negotia-
tions.”

Looking back on some of the news 
stories The Gazette reported during 
his tenure, he said the one he took 
particular pride in was the election 
for Ohio’s 12th Congressional District 
during the 2010 November General 
Election.

According to Merrell, Paula Brooks 
(D), who did not live in Ohio’s 12th 
Congressional District, ran against 
incumbent Pat Tiberi (R) for the con-
gressional seat.

“The news stories and editorials 
that we ran expressed how it was not a 
good thing since she lived outside the 
district,” he said. “That’s probably the 
one I took a lot of pride in.”

“And just reporting on the vitality 
and the growth of the Delaware County 
market was something that was a lot of 
pride for me,” he added.

At times, when he had a strong opin-
ion about something, Merrell said he 
would write an editorial.

“I’d always ask permission from the 
editor to run it,” he said. “They always 
said yes, but I would always ask.”

The Brooks situation was a good 
example, Merrell said, about the things 
he would write about.

“I enjoyed it,” he said. “They were 
always well received. There were most-
ly good comments, but if there weren’t 
good comments, it was because some-
one disagreed.”

Merrell said one of the unique things 
the paper did for four or five years was 
to run a total market coverage on the 

Delaware County Fair and Little Brown 
Jug.

“We ran the coverage and delivered it 
to 100 percent of the county,” he said. 
“It was great for the fair, they got pub-
licity, and it was a great revenue source 
for The Gazette at the time.”

Merrell chatted about the editors 
of The Gazette while he was the pub-
lisher.

“Jeff Robinson was a great editor, and 
he is also a comedian,” he said. “He did 
some really great stuff.”

Merrell said Robinson had left the 
paper to go work for the City of Powell, 
but he stills sees him around from time 
to time.

“When he left, one of the great things 
I enjoy doing is finding good people. 
Devon Immelt was an investigative 
reporter for us. I saw potential there 
that I’m not sure he saw in himself at 
that point in time — he was an excel-
lent editor. We were lucky to have him 
in that role.”

About himself as a publisher, Merrell 
said he was always demanding, and he 
always asked a lot of everybody.

Jeanne DeWeese, who still works 
at The Gazette, said she worked with 
Merrell when he was the publisher.

“He expected us to do our jobs, but 
we had fun doing it,” she said. “He  
was a good boss. I liked him. He was 
pretty cool.”

Contact D. Anthony Botkin at 740-413-0902. Follow him 
on Twitter @dabotkin.

From page 16

Archive

Photos by D. Anthony Botkin | The Gazette
Before The Delaware Gazette made the move from East William Street to North Sandusky Street in 
downtown Delaware, the newspaper’s archive was donated to the Delaware County Historical Society. 
Today, almost 200 years of newspaper editions rest on the many shelves along the walls of the 
organization’s Research Library.

Some of the older editions of The Delaware 
Gazette were placed in archival preservation boxes 
to protect them from the harsh elements. The 
Research Library of the Delaware County Historical 
Society has editions of the county’s newspapers 
dating back to the early 1800s.
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a section of the type case drawer and 
had to be returned there when the 
paper was torn apart after publishing. 
The expression “mind your p’s and q’s” 
came from hand setters accidentally 
mixing letters.

National and world news came as 

boilerplate, which was a hard surface 
with type and photos engraved on it. 
This was used to fill the bulk of the 
paper with the local news as filler 
around it. Small weekly papers would 
never have been able to meet deadlines 
without boilerplate.

In 1923, Bill told his father he would 
go into the business if his father would 
buy a linotype machine to print the 

helped fight the blaze.”
Hilborn said across the street from the 

burning church on North Franklin Street, 
George and Marilyn Cryder opened their 
home to church members.

“I recall vividly walking into the Cry-
der home, our church pastor saw my 
dad — he was in tears — and I recall 
him coming up to my dad, hugging him 
and stating ‘Wayne, Wayne, what are 
we going to do?’ And, I recall my dad 
responding that everything would be ok 
and that things would work out,” he said.

“City Hall was open that night so folks 
could get warm,” Hilborn said.

According to the article, Chief Bills 
reported that a 1,000 feet of fire hose had 
been laid pumping 3,000 gallons of water 
per minute onto the blaze. Workers from 
the water plant reported that approxi-
mately 800,000 gallons of water were 
used in fighting the fire which brought 
the water levels down of the city’s water 
supply tanks.

While the firefighters worked to drown 

the blaze, another story at the bottom of 
the page reports “Community Rallies to 
Support Firemen.”

“A little child’s red wagon and a lot of 
big-hearted townspeople and business-
men came to the rescue of the firefighters 
battling the blaze at the William Street 
Methodist Church Saturday night,” states 
the lede of the story.

According to the story, the vehicles 
used “to get coffee to the firefighters and 
volunteers could not get close.”

However, Peter Babcock, an Ohio Wes-
leyan University junior, used a little red 
wagon to carry the coffee to the freez-
ing firefighters while many of the local 
restaurants stayed open all night to help 
supply coffee and sandwiches to the fire 
crews.

Once the fire was out and the damage 
had been surveyed, the William Street 
Church Board met that Sunday night to 
decide their next steps. It was the advice 
of Chief Bills that the remaining walls of 
the church were not safe and needed to 
come down as soon as possible.

The board’s estimated the cost of dam-
ages to be $400,000 to $450,000.
Contact D. Anthony Botkin at 740-413-0902. Follow him 
on Twitter @dabotkin.

D. Anthony Botkin | The Gazette
In 1973, two years after the William Street United Methodist Church was destroyed by fire, the current 
church building (pictured) was constructed and dedicated at 28 W. William St. Out front of the church on 
the corner of West William and North Franklin streets is a historical marker stating the corner property 
was once the childhood family home of Rutherford B. Hayes, who went on to become the 19th president 
of the United States.

From page 18

UMC

From page 19

Sunbury

Courtesy photos | Polly Horn
Photos of past individuals and locations associated with The Sunbury News were provided by village 
historian Polly Horn.

See SUNBURY | 27
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paper. Oatfield agreed and Bill went to school to learn 
to use the Merganthaler linotype.

The Sunbury News was being published from the 
Benoy House on Cherry Street facing village square, an 
empty lot next to Whitney Insurance today. The linotype 
was upstairs. Oatfield’s wife, Pearl, ran the front office 
to help her husband, who was very interested in politics. 
Oatfield successfully ran for the Ohio House of Represen-
tatives and later for the Ohio Senate.

Bill married Marian Duncan, a schoolteacher in 
Ostrander, in 1935 and she brought excellent proofread-
ing skills to The Sunbury News office and a head for 
business to the family business.

Bill had a special column, “Around the Community,” 
which used his high-wheel bicycle as the logo. Each 
Sunday, Bill and his family drove around the community 
looking for things to feature in his column. He noted 
when houses, barns or fences were painted, when addi-
tions were added to property, when efforts were made to 
make the community a better place to live. This column 
gave the flavor of the area for all to see. Bill was often 
the first person new residents met and he made sure 
they felt at home.

During World War II, Bill gave all local military men 
and women free subscriptions to the newspaper and 
wrote a column “With Our Boys in Service” to keep the 
community up to date. These were collected and indexed 
and are available under “Local History” on the BigWal-
nutHistory.org website.

Don Perfect purchased the Kempton Building on the 
northeast corner of Vernon and Granville streets. He 
moved the top two floors to the southeast corner of 
Morning and Cherry streets, and replaced the lower 
level with a brick building from which he could sell and 
service cars.

Oatfield Whitney bought the building and replaced the 
display windows with glass block and moved The Sun-
bury News to Vernon Street.

In 1949, Bill became the sole owner of The News. He 
and Marian raised five children while juggling type lice, 
home, school, church, scouts, and Marian’s piano stu-
dents. All the children helped out in the office as soon as 
they became old enough to mind their p’s and q’s.

Bill’s love of photography spilled over into the young 
men and women of the community. In addition to his 
own children, he taught the art of photography to Ron 
Bryant, Jim Breece and Phil Cring. The Sunbury News 
dark room was often full of teens printing their photos.

As the community grew, Bill’s staff grew. When his 
health began failing, he added others to run his beloved 

linotype, and began delegating news coverage to younger 
journalists.

When Bill’s health completely failed, his youngest son, 
John, came home from college in Virginia and worked 
with his mother and brother-in-law, Jack Brehm. Follow-
ing Bill’s death in 1970, Marian continued to operate 
The Sunbury News until John and Jack bought the paper 
from her in 1971, and Marian began traveling and shar-
ing the world with readers.

The Whitney and Brehm partnership worked well. 
John Whitney was the editor and Jack Brehm the pub-
lisher and sports editor. Jack’s wife, Polly, helped make 
up ads, kept sports statistics, and helped to lay out the 
paper. Their three children also learned about type lice 
and worked in the office as they became old enough. 
Steve Kesler became Jack’s sidekick and learned to fol-
low and write sports news.

When John Whitney married Theresa Dale, she added 
her skills to the staff and covered the front desk. John 
continued in his father’s footsteps, teaching Jim Weber 
to take and develop photographs.

In May 1982, Jack suffered a fatal heart attack, leav-
ing John the sole owner of the newspaper. Steve Kessler 
took over the sports section.

John continued to operate The Sunbury News until he 

sold it to The Delaware Gazette in October 1994, ending 
88 years of Whitney editorship. He had been looking for 
a way out of the paper for some time and felt this was a 
good choice, as the Thomsons, owners of The Gazette, 
had a good history of journalism in Delaware County.

The Delaware Gazette selected Susan Agler Wright to 
head The Sunbury News office. Her father had grown up 
in Center Village, so she was familiar with eastern Dela-
ware County. The News continued to rent office space 
from John Whitney.

Brown Publishing Co. of Cincinnati purchased The 
Delaware Gazette and The Sunbury News in 2004. In 
order to cut back on overhead, they moved The News to 
Delaware. 

In 2010, Brown Publishing went bankrupt and Ohio 
Community Media took over the two Delaware County 
papers as well others from Ohio and the southeast. 
These became part of Versa Capital Management, owner 
of 18 daily and 30 weekly papers in 2015. They do busi-
ness under Civitas Media LLC in Davidson, North Caro-
lina. The Sunbury News was acquired most recently by 
AIM Media Midwest.

Polly Horn is the Myers Inn Museum curator. Her parents were Bill and 
Marian Whitney, and she grew up working at the Sunbury News. This article 
was originally published in The Sunbury News on Jan. 7, 2016.

From page 26

Sunbury

Courtesy photos | Polly Horn
Photos of past individuals and locations associated with The Sunbury News were provided by village historian Polly Horn.
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