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A new entrance to the DACC South Campus has been constructed on Glenn Parkway after the turn-off
from U.S. 23 South was demolished during construction and the Glenn Parkway and Peachblow Road
intersection is temporarily blocked for construction.

DACC’s focus remains
quality education
By Glenn Battishill

gbattishill@delgazette.com

In the face of tax levy issues and a
paused project to consolidate campuses,
Delaware Area Career Center officials said
the focus of the 2017-2018 school year
remains the same: quality instruction.
“Despite the pause in construction, our
priority has always been, and will continue to be, providing quality instruction to
our students,” said Alicia Mowry, DACC
public relations supervisor.
At the beginning of this year, DACC
officials learned it would not be receiving any tax dollars from a renewal levy
passed by more than 10,000 votes in 2015
because an error on the part of the Delaware County Board of Elections kept the
levy off the ballot for 1,026 voters living
in Franklin, Marion, Morrow, and Union
counties.
Since then, the DACC Board of Education has taken steps to put a new levy on
the ballot in the four counties that didn’t
get to vote, but had to pause the ongoing
project to consolidate programs from both
DACC campuses at the current DACC
South Campus. DACC Superintendent
Mary Beth Freeman said the board waited
until the construction was structurally

sound to pause the construction.
“We are already committed to certain
pieces of this process,” Freeman said on
March 8. “But we will be taking steps to
protect our investment. Our focus has
been and always will be remaining fiscally
responsible with tax dollars and quality education for our students. Quality
instruction is our number one priority.”
In spite of the issues, Mowry said programs at the DACC grew during the last
school year and said the school had to add
a second instructor to the Digital Design
program to meet industry and enrollment
needs.
“The 2017-2018 school year is the first
year that we will have 50 students in both
the junior and senior classes,” Mowry
said. “This newly expanded program is
already full and has the support and interest of industry experts.”
Mowry said until the construction is
completed, the DACC will not be adding
new programs, but said several new programs that were added in the 2016-2017
school year, like App Development and
Pharmacy Technician, have been successful.
Mowry said instructors at the DACC
See DACC | 7
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fall Classes to be held at the studio!
Studio features:
4 large dance studios
Homework room
Drinking fountain
Dancewear shop
Sprung dance floors
Classroom monitors
Abundant parking
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Ballet
Tap
Jazz
Gymnastics
Hip Hop
Lyrical
Pointe
Modern

Classes starting at only
$40 for the month

open houses

August 6th, 13th & 20th from 6-9 p.m. at new studio
Classes begin sept. 2
All levels from beginner through advanced
Age 3 - ADult

Recreational or Competitive
111 Valleyside Drive • 740-368-8800

www.padcdelaware.com
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Construction crews work on the new entrance at Delaware Hayes High School. Principal Ric Stranges said the new entrance will extend almost to the drop-off loop and will create a safer waiting area. The new
entrance is projected to be completed by the start of the school year.

New space and outlook for Delaware City Schools
By Glenn Battishill

gbattishill@delgazette.com

With loads of new space and a new outlook, the
Delaware City School District is ready to begin the
2017-2018 school year.
Superintendent Paul Craft said for the first time in
years there will be no major construction projects in
the district now that the expansion work at all the elementary schools, Dempsey Middle School, and Hayes

High School has been completed.
“We’ve got all the construction done and now it’s
about kind of enjoying the fruits of all that construction that has been done,” Craft said.
Craft said in 1998 the district moved fifth and sixth
grade to Willis Intermediate School and only instructed kindergarten through fourth grade at the district’s
elementary schools.
However, now that all the expansion at the elementary schools and Dempsey are completed, the district

can move to a traditional kindergarten through fifth
grade lineup at the elementary schools and instruct
sixth graders at Dempsey.
The district began implementing the move in the
2016-2017 school year, but fifth graders at Smith and
Woodward were still instructed at Willis while the
new wings of classrooms were completed at Smith and
Woodward.
See NEW SPACE | 12
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BV sees fruits of $31.25 million levy
By D. Anthony Botkin
abotkin@delgazette.com

The Buckeye Valley Local School
District has put its $31.25 million bond
issue to work.
The issue was approved by district
voters in November 2015 to fund construction of new elementary schools in
Ashley and the Bellpoint area.
“It’s been the busiest summer I’ve
had here as a school administrator,”
said Andrew Miller, Buckeye Valley
Local Schools superintendent.
Miller said things are moving fast
with the construction of Buckeye Valley East Elementary in Ashley. He said
the renovation of the the 1997 wing is
underway and the walls for the west
wing are going up.
“The 1997 wing is the only portion
of the building that will not come
down,” he said. “It’s just being renovated.”
However, Miller said it has taken longer than expected to start construction
of the Buckeye Valley West Elementary
building on State Route 257 near Bellpoint.
“The State Route 257 elementary
project is taking longer than anticipated to get all the permitting completed,”
he said. “The building has an on-site
sanitary plant, which is different from
the other buildings, and we added a
turn lane to State Route 257 in front of
the building.”
Miller said the plans are complex,
but he was confident that acquiring all
the permits would be completed soon
allowing for construction to get underway.
The district’s goal is to have both elementary buildings completed in time
for the 2018-2019 school year.
“We think we can still pull it off,”
Miller said. “As long as we get rolling
by August, we’ll still be on schedule.”
The projected cost for BV East in
Ashley is $11.6 million. It will serv
475 students. The projected cost for
the BV West being built near Bellpoint
is $13.6 million. It’s designed to serve

Andrew Carter | The Gazette

Construction has begun at Buckeye Valley East Elementary. Once the building is completed, the only original walls will be the 1997 wing, said Superintendent
Andrew Miller.

Throughout the process of
building the elementary buildings,
the district has kept the Buckeye
Valley community involved by
asking the local communities to
name the two new buildings.
625 students.
Throughout the process of building
the elementary buildings, the district
has kept the Buckeye Valley community
involved by asking the local communi-

ties to name the two new buildings.
“We concluded the elementary
‘Naming Campaign’ prior to the end
of school,” Miller said. “We had over
1,100 respondents from the community. The information will be shared with
the facilities advisory team who will
make a recommendation to the Board
of Education.”
The facilities advisory team created
an online survey through Surveymonkey to allow residents to cast votes for
their favorite names.
In other news, Miller said the
district recently received preliminary

test results back from the Ohio Department of Education. He said the district
was above the state average in 22 of
the 23 areas tested and that the district
showed improvement over last year’s
test results in 19 of the areas.
“Overall, we’re pleased with the initial results, but we’ll have to see how
we compare to other area districts,” he
said. “There are still a couple of areas
that are head scratchers, but overall
we’re pleased with the initial results.”
D. Anthony Botkin may be reached at 740-413-0902
or on Twitter @dabotkin.
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Classroom trailers, expanded
technology use new at Big Walnut
By Gary Budzak

gbudzak@aimmediamidwest.com

Classroom trailers and Chromebooks
are two tools the Big Walnut School
District will rely on for the 2017-2018
school year.
The 109-square-mile district has an
enrollment of about 3,660 students and
continues to grow at a rate of more
than 100 students each summer. To
meet the overcrowding in the buildings, a bond issue will be on the Nov. 7
ballot, which, if passed, would increase
the district from seven buildings to
nine.
For the time being, classroom trailers are being used at the most overcrowded schools, such as one that will
be placed at one of General Rosecrans
Elementary’s basketball courts.
“It was a hard decision to make, but
by putting it there, we wouldn’t have to
pour a footer which will save us quite
a bit of money, and it’s a better line of
sight and more secure,” said Superintendent Angie Pollock. “That will give
us two classrooms.”
In addition, the trailer at Big Walnut
Elementary is being renovated, and
will have two preschool units.
“The big challenge for us on the
fiscal side, is it’s just not energyefficient,” Pollock said of the trailers.
“Maintaining a comfortable environment for learning is difficult. Sometimes they get too hot or too cold. In
the building, you have more access —
it’s easy to send a group out in the hall
and still be able to watch them, or collaborate with the class next door.”
Because the district is growing, more
staff will be needed to serve the kids
(including a new principal at Souders elementary), and Pollock said she

Gary Budzak | The Gazette

A new classroom trailer sits in the parking lot of General Rosecrans Elementary School on July 6. The
trailer was going to be anchored on the basketball court to save costs.

doesn’t like seeing money being diverted to the trailers.
As for technology, every fifth
through 12th grader this year will have
a Chromebook. Last year, laptop computers were used by Big Walnut High
School students.
“We believe in teaching kids how to
use technology as a tool — it doesn’t
replace the other pieces involved in
learning — it should be a tool to help
the learning,” Pollock said. “The idea
is not that they sit on that all day, but
it’s a tool where they can collaborate
with other students on projects; they
can do their composition right on there
and get feedback through Google from
the teachers; it’s a resource if they
need to research the internet.”
Chromebooks are also used for
assessments. Instead of a pencil-and-

paper test that would take the teacher
a while to grade and then get the data,
the teacher can find out quickly if they
need to revisit a subject or if the students understand the lesson.
Each student will be assigned their

Cool Kids

Resale

own Chromebook. The school board
was told that by being responsible for
their own device, there were fewer
equipment problems.
All-day kindergarten continues to
grow, Pollock said. About 80 percent of
incoming students are in the program.
“There, we’re focusing not just on
academic readiness, but how to listen,
get along with others, follow directions.”
In addition to tangible tools, the
district is continuing to teach in a way
that meets future needs.
“This is the third year of our 2020
vision for instruction, and our goal
with that is by the year 2020, every
kid has an experience that includes
personalized instruction at their level,
that’s engaging and ensures that they
are growing academically, socially and
emotionally,” Pollock said. “We have
been working with our staff to improve
in all three of those areas, and we’re
really pleased with the progress we’ve
made.”
The first day of school is Wednesday,
Aug. 16.
Gary Budzak may be reached at 740-413-0906 or on
Twitter @GaryBudzak.
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Behind Red Lobster

1322 Mt. Vernon Ave. Marion

740-751-4007
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Olentangy tackles
staffing in new year
By Brandon Klein

bklein@delgazette.com

The Olentangy Local School District
will tackle staffing as one of its biggest
challenges for the 2017-2018 academic
year.
The district will focus on hiring for
the new Berlin High School, which will
open in the fall of 2018. Construction
is underway on Olentangy’s fourth
high school after the district broke
ground last year.
“Some staff members will choose to
move from any of our three existing
high schools and this will cause the
need for hiring at all high schools,”
said district spokesman Devon Immelt.
The fourth school will help accommodate the growing district, which
will have 1,518 seniors this year.
For the upcoming school year,
parents will be able to submit “beginning of the year” forms electronically
through PowerSchool, a tech platform
the district uses to communicate information such as grades to parents and
students.
“All schedules, fee payments and
forms will be online beginning Wednesday, August 9. Parents who have not
updated their PowerSchool account
information will not have access to this
information until they do submit an
update,” Immelt said.
Additionally, the Olentangy Board of
Education approved a contract extension for Superintendent Mark Raiff,
who has the distinction of being the
only superintendent in district history
to be hired internally. Raiff’s goal is

For the upcoming school year,
parents will be able to submit “beginning of the year”
forms electronically through
PowerSchool, a tech platform
the district uses to communicate
information such as grades to
parents and students.
to continue the district’s mission and
vision for the next six years.
He’s leading a team in a strategic
planning process to outline key priorities, goals and objectives for the
coming five to 10 years, according
to Immelt. It also means expanding
on the work done over the past two
years including addressing high school
capacity, executing a digital conversion, and providing support regarding
non-academic barriers, branding, and
improving talent management to retain
employees.
“Moving forward, Mr. Raiff also envisions managing enrollment growth and
targeting future growth at both the
elementary and middle school levels.
Additionally, it is critical the district
continue to advocate for change in the
state’s school funding plan to allow
for fair funding of Olentangy Local
Schools,” Immelt said.
Back to school information can be
found on the district’s website at www.
olentangy.k12.oh.us.
Gazette reporter Brandon Klein can be reached by
email or on Twitter at @brandoneklein.

Courtesy photo

Orange High School students from the Class of 2017 graduated in May. The upcoming 2017-2018 school
year will start Aug. 16.

Care. Counsel. Support.

Syntero is now serving residents
from Delaware and Morrow County
Syntero’s new outpatient office located in the Mt. Carmel Health
and Fitness Center facility at 7100 Graphics Way in Lewis Center
is now open
Services provided include:
• Mental health and substance abuse treatment for children adolescents, adults and families
• Outpatient treatment and counseling
• Specialized therapeutic groups and psychiatry
• School based programming for Delaware and Morrow County schools
• Community-based services
• Case management
Medicaid, private insurance and offering sliding
fee scale for residents who qualify
School Based Programming contact
Sara Harrison-Mills,
LISW-S, Director of Clinical Operations
sharrisonmills@syntero.org
740-428-0428

Outpatient Services contact
Chase Sullivan, LISW-S, Clinical Site Manager
csullivan@syntero.org
740-428-0428

Providing compassionate, expert counseling and community-based
services in Central Ohio for over 40 years.
Syntero – Dublin | 299 Cramer Creek Court • Dublin, OH 43017
Syntero – Mill Run | 3645 Ridge Mill Drive • Columbus, OH 43026
Syntero – Lewis Center | 7100 Graphics Way, Ste. 3100 • Lewis Center, OH 43035
Syntero – Northeast | 3433 Agler Road, Ste. 2000 • Columbus, OH 43219
Syntero – Intake Department | 614-889-5722 ext 133

We are open and
accepting clients with
no wait list!
Syntero is a contract agency
for the Delaware – Morrow
Mental Health
and Recovery Services Board
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DACC
From page 2

will reach out to their individual students
before the start of the year to inform them
of what supplies they need for their programs. More information about necessary
supplies can be found on each program’s
page on the DACC’s website, Mowry said.
Schedule pick up for DACC students
is Aug. 10 from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. and the
first day of classes is Aug. 16.
Additionally, the old entrance to the
DACC’s South Campus on U.S. 23 was
closed during the consolidation project
and the entrance at the intersection of
Glenn Parkway and Peachblow Road is
also closed due to the construction. However, a new entrance has been built on
Glenn Parkway and will be the primary
driveway when classes resume.
Freeman said construction will continue
after the November election and after the
DACC receives a letter certifying the levy.
Glenn Battishill can be reached at 740-413-0903 or on
Twitter @BattishillDG.

Glenn Battishill | The Gazette

DACC South will eventually house all the school’s programs once the consolidated campus is completed. The construction is currently on hold, but will
resume after the DACC Board of Education receives a letter that their new levy has been certified.

Bring this ad in,
and your $35
registration fee
will be waived

NOW OFFERING KINDERGARTEN:

Don’t Miss An Opportunity For
Your Children To Learn From You

are •5 years old by August 1st
ayc
D
#1
re •Small Class Size
ed
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Vot Dela y!
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nt
•Includes before and after
Cou

Add talking with your kids
about the dangers of
alcohol and drugs to your
back to school “checklist.”

PRESCHOOL:
•3 year old, 4 year old and Pre-K classes
•Open House Aug 14th @ 6pm
*call the center for times*

If you need tips on how
to start the conversation
go to DMMHRSB.org for
additional resources.

• Open House August 9

th

Contact Shelly Ward, Director
for tours and information.
740-363-7823
Grace Family Daycare & Preschool
offers childcare for 6 weeks to
school age children

care
6pm

40898284
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Delaware Christian welcomes enrollment growth
By Brandon Klein
bklein@delgazette.com

Delaware Christian School will see a
15 percent increase in enrollment for
the 2017-2018 academic year.
The private school located at 45
Belle Ave. in Delaware will gain a total
of 75 new students across all grade levels combined, said John Stubblefield,
the school’s head administrator.

Delaware Christian will now provide an in-house college and
career planning service for high
school students. The service was
provided by an outside firm with
one-on-one sessions available to
students.
The school will have 285 students
this year compared with 248 last year.
The school may see an increase of five
to 10 students in the late summer.
“That’s the most exciting thing that
is happening is seeing the growth in
the school,” Stubblefield said.
There are also some other changes
students and parents can expect this
school year. Delaware Christian will
now provide an in-house college and
career planning service for high school
students. The service was provided by
an outside firm with one-on-one sessions available to students.
Stubblefield said the school’s own
version will be more robust to help students determine which colleges would
be the best fit.
The school will also start an orchestra program in the fourth grade, which
will be expanded to the next grade
level each year.
“It’s something we thought about for
years,” Stubblefield said.
In addition to new textbooks and
updated curriculum, the school is
updating the logo. But the mascot
and the colors will stay the same. The
school’s spirit wear will be updated

Glenn Battishill | The Gazette

Local author Dr. John Becker, who has written more than 25 books about animals including many for the Columbus Zoo, vistis with students at Delaware
Christian School. The 2017-2018 school year will start Aug. 16.

and the lobby outside of the gymnasium and the concession stands will be
remodeled.
“We’re excited about the growth and
the changes and things we’re doing on
campus,” Stubblefield said.
The first day of school will be Aug.
16.
More back to school information can
be found at www.dcschool.org.
Gazette reporter Brandon Klein can be reached by
email or on Twitter at @brandoneklein.

Are YOU looking for education, support and hope???
NAMI Delaware & Morrow Counties’ Fall classes will be starting soon!
Call 740-815-1767 today to register
All programs are FREE

NAMI Family to Family Education Program – This free educational program is a 12-week course for the family and caregivers of individuals living
with serious mental illness. Advance registration is required.
Dates: Wednesdays, August 16 – Nov. 8, 2017
Time: 6:00 – 8:30 p.m.
Location: NAMI Delaware & Morrow, 560 Sunbury Road, Suite 11, Delaware, OH 43015
NAMI Basics Education Program – Are you the parent or caregiver of a child age 13 or younger who has anxiety, depression, mood disorders,
OCD, ADHD, ODD, PTSD or another brain disorder? This free six-week course helps parents and caregivers advocate for their children within
school and health care settings while promoting the need for self-care, coping and communication skills. Advanced registration is required.
Dates: To be determined.
Time: 6:00 – 8:30 p.m.
Location: NAMI Delaware & Morrow, 560 Sunbury Road, Suites 11, Delaware, OH 43015
Ending the Silence – An interactive 50-minute presentation that helps teens (13-18) learn about the warning signs of mental health conditions as
well as what steps they should take to find support for themselves or their friends. Free of cost to schools, youth organizations and communities.
To register call 740-815-1767 or email us at info@namiofdel-mor.org
Funded by Delaware Morrow Mental Health Recovery Services Board, Consolidated Electric, Delaware County Foundation, Healthcare
Foundation of Delaware County, United Way of Central Ohio
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7 ways to make mornings less hectic
Many families find the rush is on to make it to school
and work on time each morning. Feeling rushed in the
morning is a recipe for added stress. Rushing through
things is a poor way to begin a day, and those feelings
of uneasiness can put a damper on the rest of the day
ahead.
Making mornings less hectic involves a few different
strategies that parents and kids can easily incorporate
into their daily routines.
• Wake up slightly earlier. Getting up earlier than
normal, even if it’s just 15 to 20 minutes before you’re
accustomed to getting out of bed, can help reduce
morning stress. Resist the temptation to hit the snooze
button over and over again. A few extra minutes each
morning can make you feel more relaxed and make for a
smooth, stress-free start to the day.
• Get some work done the night before. Prepare lunches the night before and have them ready in the refrigerator. In addition, lay your clothes for the following day
out each night. This saves time and takes a couple more
things off your morning to-do list.
• Ease back into a routine. As a new school year dawns
or a long vacation comes to an end, begin going to bed
earlier and start waking up earlier as well. This can
make the transition from carefree mornings to busy
mornings go more smoothly.
• Prep backpacks in the evening. Look through folders,
sign paperwork, check assignments, and do whatever
is you need to do the night before to save your family
from having to scramble in the morning. This ensures
those permission slips get signed and items make it
back into school bags.
• Opt for school lunch a few times. Look ahead on
the school lunch menu and speak with children about
which meals they enjoy. Let kids purchase school lunch
on those days to give yourself a day off from lunch
detail.

Make school and work mornings less harried with some easy tips to add to routines.
• Have quick breakfast foods available. Smoothies,
cereal bars, oatmeal, and whole-grain cereals are fast
and nutritious ways to start the day.
• Carpool whenever possible. Busy families can save
themselves extra work by proposing a neighborhood
carpool. Sharing school dropoff detail frees time up for

parents once or twice a week, and kids may enjoy traveling to school with their friends.
Mornings can be tricky when family members are getting ready for school and work at the same time. By
practicing a few daily rituals, it’s possible to curb the
rush and start the day happier and more relaxed.

David A. Niederkohr, O.D.
We are excited to provide you
professional Eye Care services in a
comfortable and friendly environment.
Please contact us to schedule your
appointment today.

25 Northwood Drive
Delaware, OH 43015
Phone: 740-369-7701

Brighten a
Teacher’s
First Day
Call or Visit our shop

Gibson the Florist

We are currently accepting new
patients and are providers for VSP,
EYEMED, VBA, Davis Vision and most
major medical insurance plans.

19 W. Winter St., Delaware, OH
(740) 363-1394 or (800) 859-3711
www.gibsontheflorist.com

Flowers
&
Special Gifts
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St. Mary adds art education, STEM programs
It may be summer now, but the start of the school is just around the corner for St. Mary students.
By D. Anthony Botkin
abotkin@delgazette.com

St. Mary School’s principal said the
Pre-K through eighth grade facility has
70 preschool students and 330 schoolage students currently enrolled for the
2017-2018 academic year.
According to Gina Stull, there is still
room for more because the school’s
facilities can handle 450 students.
Stull said the school hired two new
second-grade teachers, a new physical
education teacher, and a new full-time
art teacher.

“This year we’re offering art education,” Stull said. “In the past, the classroom teachers were responsible for art.”
Stull said the school is “delving” into
the academic discipline of Science,
Technology, Engineering and Math
(STEM) at all grade levels this year
under the direction of the Diocese of
Columbus.
Stull said the school is expanding
its Gifted Program to include fourth
through eighth grades this year.
“In the past we only offered the program to sixth, seventh and eighth graders,” Stull said. “This will be the first

year for fourth and fifth graders.”
Stull said the school has acquired several new pieces of gym equipment for
the 2017-2018 year.
She said the school purchased and
installed a new audio visual system in
the commons area for both students and
parishioners.
St. Mary School has been educating
children since 1860 in Delaware County.
The school is accredited by the State of
Ohio and is under the direction of the
Diocese of Columbus.
The school’s website boasts of a ratio
of 14 students to every teacher. Each

educator is fully licensed and participate in monthly professional development sessions and work to individualize
instruction for students.
Each classroom is equipped with
SMART boards, Juno sound systems,
iPads, laptop computers and numerous
other technologies to impact student
learning.
St. Mary students are encouraged to
participate in service projects at school
and throughout the parish.
D. Anthony Botkin may be reached at 740-413-0902 or
on Twitter @dabotkin.
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How to help and support schools
Good schools help to harbor a strong
sense of community. Children often
make their first friends at school, and
parents often meet their neighbors
through school-sponsored activities.
Students and school districts face a
new set of challenges each year. Many
of them can be remedied or made less
daunting with the help of volunteers.
Here are some of the many ways men
and women can support the schools in
their communities.
• Practice open communication.
Parents of children in the school should
become familiar with teachers and
the staff in the school. Find a balance
between being involved and being
intrusive. Joining the PTA is one way
to be active in the goings-on of the
school. When the opportunity arises,
exercise your right vote on proposed
policy changes and programs. Show
an interest in your children’s assignments and ask to meet with teachers if
the need arises. Doing so illustrates to
the teacher that there is a connection
at home and they’re not alone in the
journey.
• Participate in school fundraisers. Schools may not have enough
money to cover all of their needs, and
fundraisers are vital to the success of
many schools. Fundraisers may provide
money for the entire school or be collected for particular efforts, such as
new technology or athletic uniforms.
While you don’t have to get behind
every fundraiser, participating in just

a few can help the school raise needed
funds.
• Keep a clean campus. Students and
parents can work together to keep the
school and surrounding areas clean.
Organize trash pickup days when
participants gather and dispose of litter. Parents also can pitch in to make
school grounds more aesthetically
appealing. Donate and plant flowers or
trees, and encourage groups that meet
at the school, such as Boy and Girl
Scout troops, to donate their time and
effort as well.
• Donate books to the library. Members of the community can ensure
students have plenty of reading materials available to them by donating used
books in good condition to the school
library. If you can afford it, purchase
new books on summer reading lists
and donate them to the school library.
Schools also may appreciate donated
subscriptions to magazines, newspapers and other periodicals.
• Send in complete supplies. Teachers often ask parents to supplement
supplies for their classrooms. Remember to send in what is requested
when school supply lists are given to
students. This helps classrooms run
more efficiently and may reduce out-ofpocket expenditures for teachers.
Schools are an integral part of many
communities. Explore the many ways
to support schools with donations, volunteerism and more.
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New Space
From page 3

Willis is now used as the administration
headquarters for the district and Craft said
community organizations like United Way will
be moving into the spare space at the building.
Craft said the district is aiming to change
the attitude of students this year with a new
initiative called E + R = O.
Craft explained that the initiative focuses
on Events, Responses and the Outcome. Craft
said everyone will encounter an event or difficulty and will have to have a response to it.
“It’s about getting kids to think about their
responses,” Craft said. “Responses can come
in two flavors; above the line responses, disciplined, thoughtful, understanding the event,
and thinking about what you want to achieve
or they can come in below the line responses,
which is the stuff that we always just do.”
Craft said E + R = O will encourage kids to
think about their goals and whether or not
their actions will help them achieve that goal.
Craft said administrators and teachers have
attended training seminars about the initiative
and hopes it will be a positive change for students in the district.
Summer events for the district include:
• July 31 - Supplies for Scholars at Willis.
• Aug. 8 - Sixth Grade Back to School Day
at Dempsey.
• Aug. 9-10 - Schedule pick up at Dempsey
and Hayes.
• Aug. 14 - Freshman Orientation at Hayes.
• Aug. 14 - Elementary Back to School
Night.
The first day of school is Aug. 16. A list of
school supplies is available on the district’s
website.

Glenn Battishill | The Gazette

Willis Education Center now serves as the district’s headquarters and will soon also house the United Way offices. The building was used to instruct
fifth graders from Smith and Woodward while the expansion work at their schools was completed.
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