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11 interceptions and also 
recovered nine fumbles. 
They’ll use a 3-3 stack 
formation to try and take 
advantage of their back-
field speedsters.

Senior Ryan Cagle 
leads the returnees at 
linebacker. Cagle, who 
was special mention all-
GWOC American North 
last year, led the team 
with 103 tackles and had 
six sacks.

COVER STORY 
By Bryant Billing
bbilling@sidneydailynews.com

SIDNEY — Area high school 
football can be a bit like watch-
ing a longstanding television 
series. There are new faces 
every year that emerge in 
place of recent graduates, like 
new cast members replacing 
old ones who left or were 
fired.

If area high school football 
was a television series, viewers 
would be forgiven for thinking 
2018 was more like a reboot 
as opposed to a new season 
of a continued series. That’s 
because new faces are almost 
the only thing that will be on 
the field this year.

Isaiah Bowser. Jared Huels-
man. Travis Meyer. Andre 
Gordon. Mike Hoying. Owen 
Smith. Those and many other 
of the area’s big offensive and 
defensive producers from last 
season are gone.

Area squads better get their 
casting directors ready. The 
players who graduated (or 
transferred) aren’t your aver-
age series leads. They include 
10 1,000-yard producers, the 
Division V defensive player of 
the year, four conference offen-
sive players of the year and a 
Mr. Football finalist.

Of the eight area football 
teams, seven lose their top 
rushers from last season and 
six lose their quarterbacks.

After an unprecedented level 
of success saw all four Shelby 
County teams and two other 
area squads make the playoffs 
last year, the newcomers will 
have to take the ball and hit 
the ground running in order to 
keep up the success of those 
departing stars.

“You hope you have that cul-
ture established so that when 
you lose your top guys from 
the previous year, the new kids 
know how to handle them-
selves,” Sidney coach Adam 
Doenges said. “They were able 
to watch those (old) guys and 
know how they went about 
their business on the field and 

how they acted off the field.”
That culture has long been 

established at Minster, but it’s 
been taken to a new level since 
coach Geron Stokes took over 
the program in 2014.

Minster has played in a state 
championship game three of 
the last four seasons and has 
nearly seamlessly moved in 
new players to replace old 
ones.

Well, seamlessly to those 
who only see the end product 
on Friday nights. Stokes said 
there are many long and frus-
trating days of practice as new 
players learn.

“The standards have to 
be the same for (new guys) 
to learn,” Stokes said. “The 
expectations on how you do 
things can’t change. They 
don’t have to recreate a map 
on how to do things. They just 
have to copy what the previous 
kids and leaders have done.”

Huelsman, who started at 
quarterback the last two years 
and led the Wildcats to state 
championship games both 

seasons, is the most apparent 
example.

The Wildcats were led by 
quarterback Josh Nixon in 
2014 and 2015. Nixon threw 
for 3,545 yards as a junior and 
2,709 yards as a senior and 
was a major piece Minster 
needed to replace heading into 
2016.

“We were really scrambling 
because we didn’t have a quar-
terback,” Stokes said of the 
team heading into the 2016 
season. “We got mad one day 
at camp — I think like our 
10th day. We said, ‘Alright, 
let’s try this thing with Jared.’ 
We put him back there, and he 
handled the ball a little bit in 
practice.

“We thought he was terrible 
throughout that preseason, 
but then he goes out and went 
crazy against Fort Loramie 
(in Week 1). I said ‘Man, we 
may have something here.’ We 
thought he’d be all right, and 
he goes and has two incred-
ible years. You don’t lose with 
those type of kids — tough 

and unselfish. I should have 
known that going in.”

Huelsman was the MAC’s 
offensive player of the year 
in 2016. He threw for 2,279 
yards and rushed for 1,378 as 
a junior and had 1,838 passing 
yards and 2,092 rushing yards 
as a senior.

Stokes said the team made 
adjustments to its offense to 
accommodate Huelsman, but 
he thinks the biggest thing 
that helped was Huelsman’s 
time in the program as a fresh-
man and sophomore.

“He knew what was expect-
ed,” Stokes said. “Young kids 
getting to watch how our older 
kids behave and attack prac-
tice, game plans and all that 
stuff is a critical point. Seeing 
this is how we handle things, 
this is the right way to do 
things.”

Developing depth and not 
relying too much on one class 
also helps lessen the blow each 
year according to Anna coach 
Nick Marino.

The Rockets will be without 

quarterback Travis Meyer and 
running back Aidan Endsley 
this year, who both were major 
parts of the team’s offense the 
last two years. Meyer threw 
for over 1,000 yards each 
of the last two years, while 
Endsley ran for 1,134 yards 
as a junior and 853 yards as a 
senior.

Endsley’s production went 
down a bit last year due to 
the emergence of Riley Huel-
skamp, who ran for 944 yards 
as a sophomore.

With junior Bart Bixler 
having played in relief of 
Meyer late in games and also 
starting during a three-game 
stretch when Meyer was hurt 
last year, Anna returns two 
experienced players to lead 
its offense despite the loss of 
Meyer and Endsley.

“It’s our job to not only set 
expectations but to establish 
some depth and work in those 
(younger) guys if they’re 
ready,” Marino said. “You 
always want your seniors to 
establish expectations, but it 
helps when young guys learn 
that and do that with them.”

No where will the challenge 
of replacing new with old be as 
apparent as Sidney this year, 
which loses 19 players from 
last year’s 10-2 campaign.

The Yellow Jackets gradu-
ated two Division I play-
ers in running back Isaiah 
Bowser and defensive end 
Devan Rogers, who are now 
at Northwestern and Toledo, 
respectively. Then there’s 
quarterback Andre Gordon, 
who transferred to Huntington 
Prep in the offseason to fin-
ish his high school basketball 
career.

Rogers anchored Sidney’s 
defense for much of the last 
three years. Bowser and Gor-
don both accounted for over 
2,000 yards of offense last 
season.

The Yellow Jackets haven’t 
historically maintained a con-
sistent level of success — last 
year was their first playoff sea-
son since 1989, and they 
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New generation set to take over
Of 8 area squads, 7 are without top 2017 rushers and 6 are without QBs

Luke Gronneberg | Sidney Daily News
Sidney’s Isaiah Bowser fends off a Belmont defender during a Division II playoff game at Sidney Memorial Stadium on Nov. 
3, 2017. Bowser, who was a Mr. Football finalist, was the area’s leading rusher last year and is one of 19 players the Yellow 
Jackets will have to replace this year.

Yellow Jackets looking for urgency on D

By Bryant Billing
bbilling@sidneydailynews.com

SIDNEY — Sidney 
will try to climb out of 
the bottom half of the 
Greater Western Ohio 
Conference’s defensive 
rankings in its last sea-
son in the league.

The Yellow Jackets, 
which will leave with 
nine other GWOC 
American Division 
teams and reform the 
Miami Valley League 
next season, ranked 
16th in the 20-team 
conference in yards 
allowed per game 
(362.2) and 12th in 
points (25.3) in 2017.

The defensive unit 
has nine returning 
starters to lead the 
improvement. Defen-
sive coordinator Kyle 
Coleman, who is also a 
physical education and 
strength coach at the 
school, said a change 
in mindset is what is 
needed for the unit.

“It’s really easy to get 
over to the sideline and 
look out on the field 
and see Andre Gordon 
and Isaiah Bowser and 
Devan Rogers and so 
many O-lineman that 
are seniors and just say, 
‘Ah, they’re going to be 
okay. They’re going to 
handle anything that 

Despite 10-2 record last year, Sidney was 16th in GWOC in yards allowed

Luke Gronneberg | Sidney Daily News
Sidney’s Caleb Harris, right, leaps in front of Lehman Catholic’s RJ Bertini at Sidney during a 
scrimmage on Aug. 7. Harris has started since his sophomore season and was a first team all-GWOC 
American North selection as a junior last year. He had 64 tackles and four interceptions on defense 
for the Yellow Jackets last year.
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happens to us.’” Coleman 
said.

“I feel like there was 
no sense of urgency last 
year on our side of the 
ball to say, ‘No, we’re 
going to step up here 
and make sure this team 
is stopped.’ Even going 
back and watching film, 
we would have three real-
ly good plays and then 
we would have a bad 
one, and it would be the 
one. That’s the problem 
on defense — you don’t 

know when that one play 
is going to be, so you’ve 
got to be on high alert all 
the time. We didn’t have 
that sense of urgency, 
and we’re trying to instill 
that with our guys this 
year.”

Seven starters return 
in the defensive back-
field, which accounted 
for Sidney’s big defensive 
strength last year: creat-
ing turnovers. The Yel-
low Jackets were tied for 
third in the GWOC with 

See GENERATION | 5
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ON THE COVER: PASSING OFF 
TO NEW GENERATION

From left to right, Sidney seniors Joey 
Bishop, Cooper Collingsworth, Dylan 
“Tank” Vanderpool and Braydon Dean 
will look to lead the Yellow Jackets’ 
offensive and defensive lines this season, 
which are without 12 players from a year 
ago.

Photo by Luke Gronneberg | Sidney Daily News
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Sidney wants to spread the ball around

By Bryant Billing
bbilling@sidneydailynews.com

SIDNEY — After years 
of anticipation, the pay-
off came last season for 
Sidney football players 
and fans.

Spectators that fre-
quent Sidney Memorial 
Stadium heard talk as far 
back as 2012 about how 
good the classes soon to 
enter high school were. 
During a 6-4 season in 
2015, it was apparent 
something rare was pos-
sible.

Though it look a year 
later than initially hoped, 
the Yellow Jackets had 
a hoped-for season in 
2017. Sidney finished 
10-2, put on a daz-
zling display of offense 
throughout their first 
playoff campaign since 
1989 and produced a Mr. 
Football finalist.

How do you top that? 
One moment at a time.

Sidney loses 19 players 
off last season’s team, 
including the bulk of 
its offensive production 
in quarterback Andre 
Gordon and running 
back Isaiah Bowser. But 
the Yellow Jackets have 
many talented returning 
receivers and will look to 
rack up similar amounts 
of points and yards this 
season.

The key to growth for 
the rest of the young 
and inexperienced offen-
sive group according to 
coach Adam Doenges is 
a moment-by-moment 
schedule.

“We talk about big 
picture goals a little bit 
here and there, getting 
in the playoffs or win-
ning the GWOC North,” 
Doenges said. “But most 
of the time it’s just about 
winning that next play, 
winning that next rep, 
doing your best on that 
next drill. That’s how you 
get better and get to that 
big picture.

“Sometimes if you 
look too much at the big 
picture, you lose sight of 
what’s right in front of 
your face. For the most 
part, we don’t talk much 
about big picture or 
last year. …We’ve talked 

Yellow Jackets return five starters, including 3 receivers

Luke Gronneberg | Sidney Daily News
The 2018 Sidney Yellow Jackets will try keep up last season’s success, which included the program’s first playoff berth since 1989. 
Sidney loses 19 players from last year’s team but returns 13 starters and brings in a freshman class that was undefeated in middle 
school.

Yellow
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about writing a new book 
for this year during the 
summer and asked kids 
what they have in their 
book. Writing a book is a 
moment-by-moment deal, 
though, and I think these 
kids embrace that.”

Sidney was second 
in the 20-team Greater 
Western Ohio Conference 
last year with an average 
of 472 yards per game 
and an average of 41.2 
points per game. Bowser 
and Gordon were big rea-
sons why.

Bowser, a Mr. Football 
finalist who’s now at 
Northwestern, scored 77 
total career touchdowns 
and had 6,814 all-purpose 
yards, about half of which 
came last season. Gor-
don, who transferred to 
Huntington Prep in the 
offseason to finish is high 
school basketball career, 
amassed nearly 5,000 
offensive yards in about 
22 career games under 
center.

Of the 67 touchdowns 
Sidney scored a year 
ago, only four didn’t 
involve Bowser or Gor-
don. Senior Christian 

Townsend returned a 
fumble 60 yards for a 
touchdown against Tippe-
canoe and junior quarter-
back Ryan Dunham threw 
three touchdown passes 
during a three-game 
stretch where Gordon 
was sidelined with an 
injury.

Dunham is the favorite 
to start at quarterback 
this year. He completed 
10 of 32 passes for 154 
yards and one intercep-
tion in five games.

Freshman EJ Davis 
worked his way up to the 
No. 2 spot in preseason 
camp and will look to 
continue to push Dun-
ham. Sophomore Cedric 
Johnson and freshman 
Donavin Johnson are 
backups.

The position will carry 
added importance this 
year, as Sidney will be a 
pass-first offense out of 
the spread.

“We have four guys that 
are exclusively on the 
offensive side at quarter-
back, and I think we’ve 
seen good progression 
from all of them,” Doeng-
es, who is entering his 

8th season, said. “Ryan is 
obviously in the lead here 
and has some experience, 
but EJ Davis has done 
a nice job of closing the 
gap. Cedric and Donavin 
Johnson have done a nice 
job getting better, too.

“Ryan’s our guy right 
now, but I wouldn’t be 
surprised if you see some 
snaps here and there with 
EJ going in on special 
packages.”

Replacing Bowser at 
running back will be a 
three-man committee of 
seniors Caleb Harris and 
Christian Retterer and 
junior Darren Taborn. 
Harris and Taborn are 
two of the offense’s five 
returning starters, and 
both played at receiver 
last year. All three will 
have passes thrown their 
way this year.

“That’s a nice ability to 
have them at receiver and 
bring any one of those 
three in the backfield 
throughout the drive,” 
Doenges said. “… We’d 
like to be able to have 
five wide receivers out 
there and at the same 
time bring two backs 

in the backfield or one 
back without rotating too 
many guys off the side-
line, which will help make 
us a little less predictable 
to the defensive coordina-
tor.”

The Yellow Jackets are 
loaded at wide receiver. 
Senior Ratez Roberts 
is back for his second 
season with the squad. 
He led Sidney with 459 
receiving yards and six 
touchdowns last year.

Taborn tied with Rob-
erts for a team-high 22 
receptions for 288 yards 
and two touchdowns. 
Both were all-Greater 
Western Ohio Conference 
American North Division 
selections.

Harris caught 12 passes 
for 211 yards and three 
touchdowns. Junior 
Lathan Jones and senior 
Keith Lee will see more 
balls thrown their way 
this year after catching 
five passes each a year 
ago. Lee has been injured 
in preseason but is not 
expected to miss much or 
any of regular season.

Freshman receiver Qua-
mir “Philly” Brown will 

likely see a lot of playing 
time at receiver after 
having several impressive 
plays in scrimmages.

“We have six, seven, 
eight kids who can make 
special plays when they 
get the ball in their 
hands,” Doenges said. 
“… You can only play 
five (receivers) at a time, 
which is good because 
you have the ability to 
get those kids off their 
feet after a few plays.

“A lot of times, our 
guys for any given play 
will be running 30, 40 
yards down the field. 
Naturally, you’re going to 
be worn out. So it’s nice 
to have the ability to get 
those guys some rest for 
a few plays.”

Of the 19 players 
Sidney loses, 12 were 
lineman. Senior guards 
Dylan “Tank” Van-
derpool and Cooper 
Collingsworth are the 
lone returning offensive 
lineman. Vanderpool is 
5-foot-11 and weighs 278 
pounds while Colling-
sworth is 5-9 and weights 
254 pounds.

Sophomore Bryon 
Jones (5-9, 271) will 
play at center, while 
junior Zach Smothers 
(6-0, 290) will start at 
left tackle and freshman 
Evan Kennedy (5-11, 
258) will start at right 
tackle. Starting defensive 
lineman Braydon Dean 
(5-10, 197) will provide 
backup for the unit.

“We’ve got to replace 
a lot of guys up there 
and we are younger than 
we normally are, and 
we’re going to find out 
a lot about how physical 
we are fast,” Doenges 
said. “Those guys have 
been doing a nice job, 
and we’re going to see 
what we have in the next 
couple of weeks.”

Doenges said line play 
will be crucial with Sid-
ney’s increased passing.

“They’re going to have 
to have good footwork,” 
Doenges said. “We’re 
going to have to get in 
good pass sets to be able 
to have good pass protec-
tion.”

Sidney’s six new start-
ers will have to learn on 
the go. The schedule 
includes five teams that 

Other returning starters 
at linebacker are seniors 
Christian Townsend and 
Seth Klinger. Townsend 
had 41 tackles and one 
fumble recovery last year, 
while Klinger had 57 
tackles and two fumble 
recoveries.

“It’s been really fun to 
watch, because we have 
five, maybe six lineback-
ers right now that are Fri-
day night ready, and you 
just don’t see that very 
often,” Coleman said. “It’s 
beautiful to see that. We’re 
going to rely on those 
guys to not only stop the 
run, but if it’s a pass to try 
and get out and play that. 
They’re exactly what you 
want as a linebacker in 
high school — guys that 
get down and aren’t afraid 
of anybody.”

Four starters return at 
defensive back: senior 
Caleb Harris, junior Dar-
ren Taborn, senior Josiah 
Hudgins and senior 
Josh Harlett. Harris and 
Taborn were first team all-
GWOC North selections 
a year ago, while Hudgins 
was special mention.

Harris had 64 tackles 
and was tied for third 
in the GWOC with four 
interceptions. Taborn had 
28 tackles and three inter-
ceptions, while Hudgins 

had 37 tackles and two 
interceptions. Harlett had 
54 tackles.

Harris and Taborn 
both start at receiver for 
Sidney.

“Darren Taborn and 
Josiah Hudgins — the 
amount of downs that 
those guys play is just 
phenomenal,” Coleman 
said. “They’ve both been 
playing since their fresh-
man year. And Caleb Har-
ris — I don’t know of any 
guy like him.

“The game starts to 
slow down for guys on 
defense and you start to 
see things before they 
happen. There’s probably 
not a guy on the defensive 
side that’s seeing things 
happen as well as Caleb 
Harris. He finds himself 
in plays that he probably 
shouldn’t be able to get 
into.”

Senior Keith Lee will 
see playing time in the 
backfield at safety. Cole-
man said several younger 
players will also see time 
in the backfield.

The Yellow Jackets 
have two returning start-
ers on the defensive line 
in seniors Braydon Dean 
(5-foot-10, 197 pounds) 
and Joey Bishop (5-9, 
217). They’ll look to 
anchor the line after the 

departure of four-year 
starter Devan Rogers, 
who is now playing at 
Toledo.

“It’s like a security 
blanket,” Coleman said of 
Dean and Bishop. “Our 
defense — we have to set 
an edge. If we don’t, it’s 
going to be a heyday for 
the offense out there. We 
need to have an edge and 
be strong on the edge.

“Those guys — it’s 
a comfort thing when 
you just put people out 
there and you really don’t 
have to keep a close 
eye on them and can 
let them play and make 
plays. But you also know 
they’re going to do the 
little things that make 
our defense run. It’s not 
always glamorous taking 
on a 270-pound puller 
coming across the forma-
tion, but it’s necessary for 
us to establish an edge 
and get it turned back 
inside to where all our 
pursuit is coming from.”

Bishop is back after 
missing most of last 
season with an injury. 
Starting offensive linemen 
Cooper Collingsworth 
(5-9, 254) and Tank Van-
derpool (5-11, 278) will 
also play on the defensive 
line, and Coleman said 
he’s liked what he’s seen 
from junior Dylan Shoukri 
(6-1, 164) and sophomore 
Keenan Johnson (5-8, 
189).

Coleman said second- 
and third-string players 
are fighting to move up 
the depth chart. Many 
will get playing time, as 
Coleman said he expects 
to play 20 to 30 players.

“I think we have more 
competition right now 
than we’ve ever had, 
which is great, because 
you keep guys motivated,” 
Coleman said.

That urgency starts in 
the weight room, which 
Coleman oversees. He 
overhauled the program 
at the school two years 
ago, and athletes from 
all sports train under his 
guidance. He also helps 
Sidney two-way starters 
train to prevent injuries.

“I just love that room 
and know what it can do 
for an athlete,” Coleman 
said. “If they can get a 
little bit stronger — it 
doesn’t have to be signifi-
cant, just a little bit — it 
helps. Obviously it’s cru-
cial for our guys, and we 
want to try to be injury-
preventive. We try to do 
preventive measures, 
strengthening the ankle, 
knees, shoulders and big 
joints that we always see 
at this level of football.”

All-GWOC North kick 
Hallie Truesdale headlines 
the returnees on Sidney’s 
special teams. She made 
51-of-55 extra points last 
year (a school record) 
and also made 1-of-2 

field goals. Sidney coach 
Adam Doenges said she’s 
increased her range to 40 
yards this season.

Truesdale will also 
handle kickoff duties.

“It’s going to be a little 
bit different type of kickoff 
— more of a pooch across 
the field,” Doenges said. 
“She’s not going to boom 
it into the end zone.”

Cagle returns as long 

snapper, and junior Ryan 
Dunham will hold. Senior 
soccer player Noah Houts 
joins the team and will 
handle punting.

Most of Sidney’s top 
kickoff and punt returners 
are back, including Harris, 
Taborn and Townsend.

Reach Bryant Billing at 937-538-
4818, or follow @SidneyOHSports 
on Twitter and @BryantBillingSDN 
on Facebook. 
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Bryant Billing | Sidney Daily News
Sidney JUNIOR linebacker Ryan Cagle, right, tackles a Carroll 
player during the first quarter of a nonconference game on Sept. 
8, 2017 in Sidney. Cagle led Sidney with 103 tackles and six sacks 
last year.
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number of shots and 
strive to find the best 
quality shot. When the 
players buy into that goal 
production goes up.”

Sidney scored 74 goals 
last season and allowed 
16. Thirty-six of those 
goals came from senior 
forward Elaine Wiesen-
mayer, who led the Great-
er Western Ohio Confer-
ence. Sophomore forward 
Khia McMillen added 15 
goals and 11 other play-
ers scored six or less.

Wiesenmayer enters 
this season with 63 
career goals. That’s five 
shy of tying Tara Martin’s 
career record of 68 set in 
2003. Wiesenmayer also 
led the GWOC in assists 
with 23 and McMillen 
was second with 21.

Senior midfielders 
Emma Wiford and Baily 
Sherman, junior mid-
fielder Megan Heckler, 
sophomore midfielders 
MaKayla Dillinger and 
Lauren Barker and fresh-
man midfielder Jadah 
McMillen are also count-
ed on to keep the offense 
going..

“Offensively we 
shouldn’t skip a beat,” 
Veroneau said. “Hope-
fully we can score even 
more goals and have even 
greater success.”

Defensively, the Yellow 
Jackets expected to have 
junior keeper Carly Dean 
and her 137 saves and 
eight shutouts back. But 
Dean, a two-year varsity 
starter, received a schol-
arship to play at the pres-
tigious IMG Academy in 
Florida. It’s possible Dean 
could return to Sidney for 
her senior season.

Sophomore Makayla 
Hurey steps into goal 
after starting as the 
junior varsity keeper last 
season.

“She’s going to step up 
into the role,” Veroneau 
said. “Hopefully with her 
getting this opportunity 
she’s going to make the 
most of it. We’re hoping 
she steps up, fulfills that 
role and has a lot of suc-
cess.”

She’ll receive help 
from a veteran group 
of defenders including 
senior Macie Ivey – who 
led the team in headers, 
intercepts and steals — 
juniors Katelyn Burden 
and Kyah Vondenhuevel 
and sophomore Katie 
Atwood.

“We’re hoping with 
an extra year of experi-
ence we can reduce the 
number of shots on our 
new keeper,” Veroneau 
said. “We’re hoping we’ll 
still be very strong defen-
sively.

“We’re definitely going 
to focusing more on 
being an entire team 
defending. Last year I 
thought we defended 
with our backs and our 
midfielders. This year 

we want our forwards 
also defending, so we’re 
looking at defending as 
a team. We need our 
offense to jump start us 
and the entire team to 
come through on the 
defensive side.”

Sidney reached the D-I 
district final before run-
ning into eventual state 
champion Loveland with 
a 4-0 loss. The Ohio High 
School Athletic Associa-
tion lists Loveland with 
540 girls in its enroll-
ment figures. Sidney has 
379. That’s part of the 
numbers game Sidney 
must solve to help with a 
deeper postseason run.

“We’ve already started 
looking at ways to 
improve our attacking 
in order to deal with 
teams that are just as 
fast, maybe bigger and 
are technically better,” 
Veroneau said. “That’s 
been the thing we’ve 
been working on during 
the preseason. We’ve had 
success with one way of 
attacking, but we need 
other ways to have suc-
cess.”

The Yellow Jackets, 
which have about 30 play-
ers on the roster, finished 
8-1-1 in the GWOC Amer-
ican North Division. That 
tied Sidney with Tippe-
canoe for second place. 
Troy won the division at 
9-1-1. Expect those three 
to battle it out again.

“We’re setting high 
goals and looking to 
match or exceed what the 
team accomplished last 
season,” Veroneau said.

Boys soccer
After a great start, Sid-

ney struggled down the 
stretch in GWOC Ameri-
can Division play last 
year, including back-to-
back 3-1 losses to rivals 
Piqua and Troy.

The Yellow Jackets, 
which finished 7-7-3 
overall, are without seven 
seniors from last year’s 
team. The disappointing 
end of the season and 
big personnel losses may 
not seem like a reason to 
hope — but with what 
coach Jamie Fridley has 
seen this summer, he 
thinks a better season is 
in store.

“We only have three 
seniors for this season 
and will be extremely 
young and inexperi-
enced,” Fridley said. “… 
Don’t get me wrong, we 
are still very talented, but 
inexperienced and raw. I 
think during our scrim-
mages we will answer a 
lot of questions, on posi-
tioning and who will play 
where.”

Sidney returns five 
starters and one other let-
terwinner from last sea-
son and will be aided by 
seven newcomers, includ-
ing three transfers.

“We had a great camp 

in Urbana this season and 
started working on get-
ting are chemistry going, 
something we did not 
have last season,” Fridley 
said. “But now the season 
has started we will have 
to continue the bonding 
as a team. Our seniors 
are doing a great job of 
keeping everyone in line 
and being accountable.”

Senior keeper Noah 
Houts, senior defender 
John Holloway and junior 
defender Trey Werntz are 
returning starters for the 
Yellow Jackets. Houts had 
three shutouts last season 
and 137 saves.

Senior midfielder 
Damien Jones is also a 
returning starter and 
sophomore Braden Guin-
ther is a returning let-
terwinner. Jones, Houts 
and Holloway play for the 
Troy Soccer Club in the 
offseason.

Key newcomers includ-
ing junior forward Alijah 
Jackson, junior target 
Mathew Joos, sophomore 
target Josh Webster, 
sophomore defender 
Jaden Humphrey, fresh-
man defender Landon 
Davis, freshman defender 
Michael Koester and 
freshman midfielder 
Carson Taylor. Devon 
Jones, Jaxon Rickey, Clay 
Boberg and Austin Ken-
nedy will round out the 
varsity roster.

Joos transferred from 
Delaware Hayes, while 
Jones transferred from 
Christian Academy and 
Kennedy transferred from 
Houston. Fridley said all 
three will be major con-
tributors this season.

“Our senior and junior 
leadership will be are 
key to our success this 
season,” Fridley said. 
“We have a very talented 
sophomore and freshmen 
class, who will be major 
contributors. We will also 
rely on our supporting 
players to contribute wen 
asked.

“We will be the team 
that no one expects any-
thing from, because we 
lost some many seniors. 
Our goal for this season 
is to be better than last 
season, and to advance 
deeper in the tourna-
ment.”

Sidney finished tied 
for fourth in the GWOC 
North last year with a 
6-3-1 league record, and 
Fridley thinks the squad 
will do better this year.

“Our goal is to always 
compete for the title,” 
Fridley said. “This season 
we do want to redeem 
ourselves, especially 
against Piqua and Troy.”

The program has about 
30 players for its varsity 
and junior varsity squads.

Boys cross country
Sidney will try to 

improve upon its fifth-
place finish in the GWOC 

American North Division 
meet with eight returning 
runners, three of which 
who will look to lower 
their times to below 17 
minutes.

Seniors Gavin Bock-
rath and Eli Straman and 
junior Ian Bonifas are 
the Yellow Jackets’ top 
returnees. Their best 
times last season all were 
within 17:19 to 17:33.

Also returning are 
seniors Aidan Smith and 
Reece Fannon, junior 
Noah Schwepe and soph-
omores Vincent Ruiz and 
Noah Townsend.

“Gavin Bockrath, Eli 
Straman and Ian Bonfias 
should lead the way,” 
coach Ken Kellner said. 
“…. We look for Aidan, 
Reece, Noah Schwepe, 
Noah Townsend and 
Vincent to compete hard 
for the remaining varsity 
spots. We will be work-
ing hard to get a few 
more varsity runners 
closer to the top three to 
have some strong team 
scores.”

Key newcomers include 
senior Roger Miller, 
sophomores Ilijah Jones, 
Izaiah Steenrod and Levi 
Steenrod and freshmen 
Grant Hoying and Antho-
ny Kellner.

“We have one senior, 
three sophomores, and 
two freshmen in their 
first season as potential 
varsity,” Kellner said. 
“Grant Hoying and 
Anthony Kellner ran in 
junior high and have a 
chance to contribute 
right away. All of the rest 
of the new racers have 
incredible work ethic, and 
I anticipate an exciting 
season for each athlete.”

Kellner returns for his 
seventh year as Sidney’s 
coach.

Girls cross country
Six freshmen join Sid-

ney’s team, which has 
three returning juniors. 
They and two junior 
newcomers will try to 
help the Yellow Jackets 
improve on a sixth-place 
finish in the GWOC 
American North Division 
meet.

“It should be an excit-
ing year of building for 
the future with the hopes 
of being competitive in 
the GWOC North,” Kell-
ner said.

Juniors Mariana Kell-
ner, Savannah Garber 
and Camryn Smith are 
the team’s returning let-
terwinners. Kellner is the 
top returning racer. Her 
best time in 2017 was 
21:21.

“All three returning 
athletes are incred-
ible individuals who are 
looking for many more 
personal records this sea-
son,” Ken 
Kellner said. “Mariana is 
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Sidney volleyball looks to keep up success
Girls soccer team has big 
goals after district berth

Luke Gronneberg | Sidney Daily News
Sidney senior libero Payton Boshears digs during a match against Butler in Vandalia on Oct. 18, 2017. Boshears led Sidney with 284 
digs last season and ranked seventh in the category in the 20-team Greater Western Ohio Conference. She’s one of five returning 
letterwinners for the Yellow Jackets.
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By Bryant Billing
bbilling@sidneydailynews.com

SIDNEY — Sidney’s 
volleyball team hit one 
goal last season and is 
looking to reach a few 
more this year.

After over a decade of 
consecutive losing sea-
sons, the Yellow Jackets 
finished above .500 at 
13-10 — and did it with 
a unique approach to the 
schedule.

They started with five 
consecutive losses, fol-
lowed with 12 straight 
wins and then lost four 
in a row before beating 
Greenville in a regular-
season finale. Their 
season ended with an 
opening round sectional 
loss to Northmont in five 
sets.

With five returning let-
terwinners back as well 
as a couple of key reserve 
players, Sidney is hoping 
to improve on its third-
place Greater Western 
Ohio Conference Ameri-
can North Division finish 
and advance farther in 
the tournament.

“We return a great deal 
of experience on defense 
and have some talented 
young kids filling some 
offensive roles,” Sidney 
coach Lauren Morrow 
said. “We have the poten-
tial to compete with any 
team we are up against. 
We expect to compete 
for a GWOC title.”

The bulk of Sidney’s 
offense returns in seniors 
Arielle Snider and Alina 
Kindle, who both ranked 
in the top 16 in kills in 
the 20-team GWOC. 
Snider, a 5-foot-10 senior 
middle hitter, led the 
team with 205 kills last 
year. Kindle, a 5-5 out-
side hitter, had 189 kills.

Both Snider and Kin-
dle played key roles on 
defense. Snider was 10th 
in the GWOC with 52 
blocks, while Kindle had 
176 digs. Senior libero 
Payton Boshears was 
seventh in the GWOC 
with 284 digs and senior 
defensive specialist Allie 
Herrick had 171 digs.

“These four seniors 
have put a great deal of 
time into volleyball,” 
Morrow, who’s enter-
ing her fourth season as 
coach, said. “… Payton 
Boshears, Kindle, and 
Allie Herrick provide 
us with a solid, scrappy 
defense, along with Abby 
Nuss.”

Nuss, a sophomore 
defensive specialist, is 
also a returning letter-
winner. She had 109 digs 
last year and a .935 serv-
ing percentage.

The Yellow Jackets 
return two key reserve 
players in junior set-
ter Faith Bockrath and 
sophomore middle hit-
ter Darien McBride. 

McBride started in place 
of Snider in several 
games after Snider was 
injured.

“She played well as a 
seasoned varsity player,” 
Morrow said of McBride. 
“Bockrath is sliding into 
the setting position and 
has gained a great deal of 
experience the last two 
years.”

Other key newcomers 
include junior defensive 
specialists Ashlynh 
Duong and Lea Baldwin, 
freshman right side hit-
ter Lizz Jameson and 
freshman middle hitter 
Cassidy Truesdale.

“Cassidy Truesdale 
and Lizz Jameson have 
had a great summer and 
they both improve week 
after week,” Morrow 
said. “Lea Baldwin and 
Ashlynh Duong provide 
us with some options as 
far as defense and serv-
ing.”

Troy and Tippecanoe 
finished first and second 
in the GWOC American 
North last year, while 
Piqua and Vandalia-But-
ler tied with Sidney for 
third. Morrow expects all 
to be strong again.

“Troy and Tippecanoe 
will both be tough in our 
division this year, and 
we always have a close 
contest with Butler,” 
Morrow said. “Piqua lost 
many seniors, but still 
has one of the top players 
in the area, Tylah Yeo-
mans. We want to be a 
team contending for the 
division title this year.”

Girls soccer
Compared to some 

other Division I teams in 
the area, Sidney’s girls 
soccer program is on the 
smaller side. Their goals, 
though, are sizable.

Last season Sidney 
tied a record for wins 
(14-3-2) and reached its 
first district final in pro-
gram history. The Yellow 
Jackets return nine of 11 
starters, so expectations 
for this season are just as 
big as last season’s suc-
cess.

To go further this 
season, Sidney will have 
to contend with larger 
schools. The Yellow 
Jackets are ready to take 
their shot. Or, more accu-
rately, less of them.

Coach Kevin Vero-
neau’s philosophy of 
working for close-range 
attempts — instead of 
settling for 25-yarders 
and hoping for the best 
— has paid off in recent 
seasons, including last 
year.

“It’s not a matter of 
what team shoots the 
most. It matters who 
scores the most or has a 
higher shooting percent-
age,” said Veroneau, who 
enters his third season. 
“We cut down on the 
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made the playoffs last 
year, including four in 
the first four weeks.

While that may make 
things difficult to start, 
Doenges is confident 
in the team’s abil-
ity to have a winning 
season and compete… 
and build for a bright 
future.

The last two seasons 
at Sidney Memo-
rial Stadium, fans were 
again talking about 
up-and-coming play-
ers. Sidney’s incoming 
freshmen were 7-0 as 
eighth graders last 
year and 8-0 as seventh 
graders in 2016. They 
captured GWOC North 
titles each year, and 
Doenges said he thinks 
the smallest margin of 
victory in any game 
was 14 points.

Aside from Davis, 
Brown and Kennedy, 
a few other freshman 

could be seeing time 
on varsity by the end of 
the season.

“They’re without a 
doubt the best fresh-
men class from top-to-
bottom I’ve had since 
I’ve been here,” Doeng-
es said. “It should be 
fun to watch them 
develop.”

Doenges and Sidney 
fans will be watching… 
one moment at a time.

Reach Bryant Billing at 937-538-
4818, or follow @SidneyOHSports 
on Twitter and @BryantBillingSDN 
on Facebook. 

2018 SIDNEY 
FOOTBALL 
SCHEDULE 
2018 FOOTBALL SCHEDULE

Games start at 7 p.m. unless otherwise 
noted.
8/24 A St. Marys
8/30 H Bellefontaine
9/07 A Dayton Belmont*
9/14 H Trotwood-Madison
9/21 A Fairborn
9/28 H Piqua
10/05 A Tippecanoe
10/12 A Troy
10/19 H Vandalia-Butler
10/26 H Greenville

*Game starts at 8 p.m

haven’t won a confer-
ence title since the 30 
and 0 days of 1968-
1970.

“I think we have that 
culture established now 
where we can carry 
over that success,” 
Doenges said. “These 
young guys that want 
to take that next step 
to be that next all-star 
and leader on our team 
were able to watch 
those guys lead by 
example and can follow 
what they did and try 
to exceed them. Hope-
fully we can keep that 
moving on.”

And it helps when 
players are naturally 
talented, which Sidney 
had a bunch of last year 
aside from the three 
Division I athletes.

Talent alone doesn’t 
translate to success — 
the number of Division 
I athletes who drop out 

and NFL draft picks 
who disappear each 
year attest to that — 
but it’s a good starting 
point.

“You can start seeing 
at a young age the kids 
that’ve got God-given 
talent and can get by 
with just that,” Doeng-
es said. “One percent 
of high school guys are 
like that, and we don’t 
have those guys. Devan 
Rogers, Andre Gordon 
and even Isaiah Bowser 
had to work really, real-
ly hard all around the 
year to get to where 
they are.

“When you find those 
special kids that can 
take the talent they 
were given and com-
bine it with a good 
work ethic, that’s when 
you get really, really 
special athletes and 
special seasons.”

It will be up to the 
new generation to do 
that this year.

aiming to move up the 
SHS leaderboard. Savan-
nah is looking towards 
a breakout season, and 
Camryn is likely to make 
a dramatic improvement 
in her personal best 
time.”

Juniors Skiler Gus-
tafson and Jenesis Jones 
are key newcomers. Also 
joining the team are 
freshmen Katie Deal, 
McKenna O’Donnell, 
Nicole Siegel, Sage 
Steinke, Montana Ste-
phens and Maya Thomp-
son.

“The team is mostly 
made up of incredible 
freshmen and a couple 
of great juniors,” Kellner 
said. “This is a great 
young team. I’m looking 
forward to a year of con-
tinuous improvement.”

Girls tennis
The Yellow Jackets 

have made gradual prog-
ress each of the last two 
years and are looking 
to keep the trend up in 
2018.

Sidney was 5-10 in 
2015 but has posted 
10-9 and 11-10 records, 
respectively, the last two 
years. Three starters 
return from last season 
and a host of newcom-
ers has second-year 
coach Donovan Gregory 
excited about the team’s 
prospects.

“We are looking for a 
strong season this year,” 
Gregory said. “We had a 
strong season last year, 
and we are looking to 
take the next step within 
the GWOC North. For 
singles, we have three to 
four girls who are very 
competitive and will 
have a good shot at win-
ning every match they 
compete in.

“We will be bringing 
our second doubles team 
back from last year and 
they will be tasked with 
taking the number one 
doubles spot this year. 
We have six or seven 
additional girls who will 
be worked in the second 
doubles spots and as a 
team I look forward to 
us growing and learning 
throughout the season.”

Junior Hailey New will 
return at first singles. 
Senior Sara Gibson and 

junior Mara Hecht are 
also returning letterwin-
ners. The duo competed 
at second doubles last 
year.

“Hailey is now a 
junior, held down the 
top spot for us last year 
and had a great season 
playing each teams’ 
best player night in and 
night out,” Gregory 
said. “New has been at 
it all offseason trying to 
improve her game and 
it is really showing. …
Junior Mara Hecht and 
senior Sara Gibson have 
been working well in 
practice to improve as a 
team and to get ready to 
make the jump to first 
doubles.

Juniors Jenna Allen, 
Ireland Ike and Mer-
edith Martin are making 
the jump from junior 
varsity to varsity, along 
with sophomore Avery 
Shreves.

Allen looks to play 
at one of the varsity’s 
singles spots.

“Jenna is an extremely 
hard worker who will 
compete at high level,” 
Gregory said. “… All of 
(the girls) have really 
improved and have been 
working hard this sum-
mer.”

Freshman Kara Mays 
is a key newcomer and 
looks to take over one of 
the varsity’s single spots.

“Kara has been work-
ing all summer and has 
been getting lessons to 
help improve her game,” 
Gregory said. “She 
comes to the high school 
after having a solid 
season for the middle 
school team.”

Ike and Martin are 
both doubles players 
while Shreves could 
play at either singles or 
doubles.

Other key newcomers 
include seniors Megan 
Piatt, Alyssa Chavez, 
Amaya Matlock and 
junior Kelly Curlis. Greg-
ory said all will have a 
chance to compete for 
second doubles on var-
sity.

Freshman Jenna Grie-
shop and Allison Fultz 
could also play on var-
sity. Gregory said both 
have worked hard in the 
summer to improve their 
games.

Gregory expects the 
GWOC American North 
to be loaded again this 
year, with Troy, Tippeca-
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Jason Alig | Sidney Daily News
Ian Bonifas, back, tries to keep up with his Sidney teammate Gavin 
Bockrath during the Best in the West cross country invitational on 
Sept. 30, 2017 in Botkins. The duo are two of Sidney’s top three 
returning runners this season and will try to lower their best times 
below 17 minutes.
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noe, Butler and Green-
ville also in the mix for 
staying in the top half of 
the division.

“Four out of the other 
five teams had winning 
records and double digit 
win totals last year,” 
Gregory said. “Our goal 
is to continue to improve 
and move our way up 
to compete within the 
GWOC North.”

Boys golf
Sidney finished third 

in the GWOC American 
North last year and is 
looking to stay in the 
top half of the confer-
ence this year with three 
returning letterwinners.

Bill Rippey, who 
returns for his second 
year as coach, oversaw 
a 10-4 campaign last 
year in which two of the 
team’s golfers qualified 
for districts.

Though the two dis-
trict qualifiers (Jared 
Lindsey and Kyle Noble) 
graduated, three start-
ers return in juniors Ben 
Spangler, Mitchell Larg-
er and Patrick McCLain. 
Junior newcomers Trey 
Werntz and Brandan 
Rose and senior Will 
Klepinger will also be 
among the team’s top 
four golfers through the 
season.

“I really look forward 

to seeing how the 
juniors will do this sea-
son,” Rippey said. “I am 
going to rely on them 
to be leaders on and off 
the course. Spangler, 
Rose, Larger, McClain, 
and Werntz are a great 
group of kids. They all 
know each other well.

“The atmosphere 
on the range and put-
ting green is awesome 
because they are so 
close. Adding Will to the 
mix, we are just going 
to be better. Yes, we lost 
three awesome golfers, 
but we should get at 
least one into districts.”

Spangler, who had 
a nine-hole average of 
48.26 last year, will be 
the team’s No. 1 golfer.

“He has the ability 
to do well this year,” 
Rippey said. “If he stays 
focused he has a shot at 
qualifying for districts.”

Larger averaged 50.67 
last year and McClain 
averaged 55.13.

“Larger is a great kid,” 
Rippey said. “He has the 
right mentality for the 
game of golf. It doesn’t 
matter if he hits a great 
shot or a bad shot, he 
always has a smile on 
his face. Patrick hurt his 
foot, so he hasn’t been 
able to play much of the 
summer. Once he finds 
his groove, he should be 

a solid contributor.”
Aside from Werntz, 

Rose and Klepinger, 
sophomore Nick 
Zerkle and freshman 
Kaden Abbott are key 
newcomers.

“Will Klepinger is 
a senior who is really 
playing well. He has 
grown tremendously 
since last year,” Rippey 
said. “This is the first 
year that Trey Werntz 
is playing competitive 
golf. He is a good golfer 
and will only get better 
as the season goes on. 
Brandan Rose can be a 
top three golfer for us. 
He has a really good 
swing coach and it has 
shown thus far.”

“Zerkle is probably 
the most improved 
player from last year. 
He just needs some 
varsity experience 
and he will be solid. 
Kaden is a freshman 
and could season many 
varsity matches, he also 
needs some experience. 
Varsity golf can be 
intimidating, but after 
a few matches most 
golfers settle in. I expect 
the newcomers to gain 
confidence as the season 
progresses.”

Rippey said Vandalia-
Butler and Troy are 
loaded and are the 
favorites to win the 
North. He said the 
Yellow Jackets will be in 
the race to capture third 
place again.

Girls golf
It’s the first year for 

girls golf team at Sidney. 
The program will be led 
by Joe Spangler, who 
also coaches middle 
school track in the 
district.

The team is made of 
senior Rachel Trudeau, 
sophomore Cheyanne 
Bolden and freshmen 
Evie Schwepe, Kinley 
Lemaster, Lily Blosser, 
Mallory Hoskins and 
Cassie Trudeau.

“We don’t have a lot 
of experience,” Spangler 
said. “This is the first 
time some of these girls 
have picked up clubs. 
Our goal is to be having 
fun while playing at the 
end of the year and to 
help these girls learn a 
sport they can play for 
the rest of their lives.”

Freelance writer Greg Billing 
contributed to this article.

2018 
VOLLEYBALL 
SCHEDULE
8/18 H  10 a.m.  Houston
8/21  A  5:30 p.m.  Tippecanoe
8/23  H  5:30 p.m.  Troy
8/25  H  10 a.m.  Minster
8/28  A  5:30 p.m.  Piqua
8/30  H  5:30 p.m.  Vandalia-Butler
9/04  A  5:30 p.m.  Greenville
9/06  H  5:30 p.m.  West Carrollton
9/08  A  10 a.m.  Northmont
9/10  A  5:30 p.m.  Bellefontaine
9/11  A  5:30 p.m.  Xenia
9/18  H  5:30 p.m.  Fairborn
9/20  H  5:30 p.m.  Stebbins
9/25  A  5:30 p.m.  Trotwood-
   Madison
9/27  H  5:30 p.m.  Tippecanoe
10/2  A  5:30 p.m.  Troy
10/4  H  5:30 p.m.  Piqua
10/8  A  5:30 p.m.  Wapakoneta
10/9  A  5:30 p.m.  Vandalia-Buter
10/11  H  5:30 p.m.  Greenville

2018 BOYS 
SOCCER 
SCHEDULE
8/18  A  7 p.m.  Northmont
8/21  A  7 p.m.  West Carrollton
8/25  H  11:45 a.m.  Urbana
8/27  A  1 p.m.  Lehman Catholic
8/28  H  7 p.m.  Xenia
9/01  H  12 p.m.  Bellefontaine
9/04  A  7 p.m.  Fairborn
9/08  A  7:15 p.m.  St. Marys
9/11  H  7 p.m.  Trotwood-
   Madison
9/13  H  7 p.m.  Tippecanoe
9/15  A  12 p.m.  Miamisburg
9/18  A  7 p.m.  Troy
9/25  H  7 p.m.  Piqua
10/2  A  7 p.m.  Vandalia-Butler
10/4  A  7 p.m.  Stebbins
10/9  H  7 p.m.  Greenville

2018 GIRLS 
SOCCER 
SCHEDULE
8/20  H  7:15 p.m.  Wayne
8/22  H  7 p.m.  West Carrollton
8/27  A  7 p.m.  Xenia
8/29  H  7:15 p.m.  Bellefontaine
9/05  H  7:15 p.m.  Fairborn
9/10  H  7:15 p.m.  Northmont
9/12  A  7:15 p.m.  Trotwood-
   Madison
9/15  H  12 p.m.  Miamisburg
9/19  A  7:15 p.m.  Tippecanoe
9/22  H  7 p.m.  Troy
9/24  A  7:15 p.m.  Fairmont
9/26  A  7:15 p.m.  Piqua
10/3  H  7:15 p.m.  Vandalia-Butler
10/8  A  7:15 p.m.  Centerville
10/10  A  7:15 p.m.  Greenville
10/13  H  11:30 a.m.  Stebbins

2018 CROSS 
COUNTRY 
SCHEDULE
8/21  A  5 p.m.  Shelby County 
   preview at 
   Russia
8/25  A  9 a.m.  Schul Invite 
   Milton-Union
8/29  A  12 p.m.  Piqua
9/01  A  8 p.m.  Greenville Treaty 
   Invite
9/05  A  4:30 p.m.  Fairborn
9/11  A  4:30 p.m.  Fort Loramie
    Invite
9/18  A  4:30 p.m.  Minster Classic
9/22  H  9 a.m.  Sidney Invite
9/29  A  10 a.m.  Botkins Best in 
   West
10/6  A  10 a.m.  Anna Invite
10/13  A  9:30 a.m.  Northmont

Luke Gronneberg | Sidney Daily News
Sidney’s Damien Jones hits the ball with a head during a game on 
Sept. 16, 2016 in Sidney. Jones is one of five returning starters for 
Sidney, which finished 7-7-3 a year ago.
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13 consecutive shutouts 
(No. 2 all-time) and 15 
shutouts overall (11th). 
Noll’s 41 goals ranked 
27th all-time and her 
five assists in one game 
ranked sixth.

Hostetler’s season 
came to a sudden end 
in the sectional final. 
Hostetler dove to secure 
a ball and received a 
kick to the head from an 
opponent trying to leap 
over her. She sat out the 
4-0 district final loss to 
Lehman played three 
days later. The Rockets 
beat the Cavaliers 2-1 
during the regular season 
to secure the WOSL title 
with an 8-0 record.

“It’s anybody’s guess 
how far we would have 
went,” Noll said of hav-
ing a healthy Hostetler. 

Anna has 9 returning 
starters from last 
season’s playoff squad
By Bryant Billing
bbilling@sidneydailynews.com

ANNA — Anna had a break-
out year in 2017, but a three-
game losing streak at the end 
of the season disappointed 
players and served as motiva-
tion this offseason.

The Rockets will try to build 
on their 7-4 campaign — which 
included the program’s first 
playoff berth since 2010 — and 
be among the top teams in 
Midwest Athletic Conference 
standings.

Anna hadn’t finished above 
.500 since 2011 but started 7-1 
last year, with wins over MAC 
heavyweight St. Henry and 
playoff qualifier in Delphos St. 
John’s. The Rockets finished 
with regular-season losses to 
Coldwater and Minster and 
then lost to Middletown Madi-
son in a playoff game after a 
late touchdown.

“We’re obviously not real 
excited how we finished last 
year, but we want to build on 
what we did and definitely 
keep growing as a program,” 
coach Nick Marino said. 
“… We’ve got a nice class of 
seniors this year. I’m really 
excited about the way they’ve 
been leading, and we’ve got a 
lot of other good kids.”

The Rockets ranked first in 
the MAC in yards per game 
(350) last year and second in 
points per game (30.0). To 
keep those numbers up this 
year, though, they’ll rely on 
many new players. They have 
five starters back on offense, 

four of which are on the offen-
sive line.

Senior center Isaac Dodds 
(5-foot-11, 215 pounds) returns 
to lead the offensive line. Other 
returning starters are senior 
Brayden Farley (6-1, 260) and 
senior Luke Cantrell (6-0, 210). 
Marino said Dodds has stood 
as one of the team’s leaders.

“Those guys are several 
year starters, so we’re hoping 
for them to have really good 
seasons,” Marino said. “… 
Offensive line is where a lot of 
it’s at in football, and we’ve got 
a good group of guys up there, 
I believe.”

Though the Rockets lose 
multi-year starting running 
back Aidan Endsley, the line 
will block for one of the MAC’s 
best running backs in junior 
Riley Huelskamp. Huelskamp 
had a breakout sophomore sea-
son and led the team with 944 
rushing yards and 12 touch-
downs while splitting carries 
nearly equally with Endsley.

“He had the most yards per 

carry for us last year and he’s a 
really good leader for us, too,” 
Marino said. “He makes a lot 
of plays for us.

“… He comes out and works. 
He’s a leader. Yeah, he sees the 
field well and is a good runner 
and is a good athlete, but I like 
that he’s a humble kid, and like 
most of our kids doesn’t have a 
big head at all. He just comes 
and constantly works and gets 
better. I think that’s his secret. 
He just works and plays all the 
time and has fun with it.”

Junior Bart Bixler should 
start at quarterback. Bixler 
backed up multi-year starter 
Travis Meyer last year and 
played extensively in three 
games when the latter was out 
with an ACL injury.

“Bart’s the favorite to start 
at quarterback, and he’s doing 
a good job of picking up the 
offense,” Marino said.

The Rockets will have all 
new starters at wide receiver. 
Junior Isaac Lininger has 
emerged as the team’s go-to 

receiver in preseason camp 
according to Marino.

Anna has four starters back 
from a defense that ranked 
third in the MAC in yards 
allowed per game (217.9) and 
sixth in points allowed (16.3).

“With not having a ton of 
guys back, we have a lot to 
work on there and are going to 
have to get better with a good 
schedule coming up,” Marino 
said. “We need to get a lot 
better. The good thing is our 
young guys are improving so 
far.”

Junior Wil Luthman returns 
to anchor the defensive line. 
He’s a two-year starter.

Many of the team’s key 
offensive players will start on 
defense. Cantrell, a linebacker, 
had three interceptions last 
year. Marino said Huelskamp 
is the best returning defensive 
back.

Marino said he expects the 
MAC, which produced two 
state champions last year, to 
be tough again. The Rockets 

will see one familiar conference 
opponent drop off in Minster 
and will pick up a new confer-
ence foe in Fort Recovery.

Anna keeps Brookville as its 
Week 2 nonconference oppo-
nent and will add Middletown 
Fenwick in its season opener in 
place of Division VII Arlington. 
Fenwick, which plays in the 
Greater Catholic League Co-Ed 
Division, finished 6-4 last year 
and just missed a Div. IV play-
off berth.

“Our schedule is tough 
this year,” Marino said. “We 
start out with a team that was 
almost in the Div. IV playoffs 
last year. We’ve got to make 
sure we’re good with that. 
We’re not looking at finishing 
7-3, we’re just looking at win-
ning that first game.”

If Anna can make a second 
consecutive playoff berth, it’s 
guaranteed a new opponent. 
The Rockets will move from 
Div. V, Region 20 to Region 18. 
Region 20 is made of mostly 
southwest Ohio teams, while 
Region 18 is made of north-
west Ohio teams.

The Rockets are the only 
area team in a different playoff 
region this season.

follow @SidneyOHSports on Twitter and @
BryantBillingSDN on Facebook.

ANNA
2018 FOOTBALL SCHEDULE

Games start at 7:30 p.m. unless otherwise noted.

8/24 A Fenwick*
8/31 H Brookville
9/07 A New Bremen
9/14 H St. Henry
9/21 A Marion Local
9/28 H Versailles
10/05 H Fort Recovery
10/12 A Coldwater
10/19 H Parkway
10/27 A Delphos St. Johns**

*Game starts at 7 p.m.
**Game starts at 1 p.m.

BARKER 
INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.

AUTO  BUSINESS  HOME
FARM    UMBRELLA

9040 Co. Rd. 25-A North, Sidney • fax 937-492-1465 • email: offi ce@barkerinsurance.biz

937-492-1857 • 1-800-535-5410
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Luke Gronneberg | Sidney Daily News
The 2018 Anna Rockets will look to build off last season, in which they amassed a 7-4 record. It was the first time since 2011 
the squad had finished better than 5-5 and the first time since 2010 the team had earned a playoff berth.

Rockets aim for state volleyball berth

Rockets look to build off 7-4 campaign

Bryant Billing | Sidney Daily News
Anna senior Lexi Wells sets up for a teammate during a match 
against Jackson Center in Anna on August 31, 2017. Wells had 828 
assists and 210 digs as a junior last season for the Rockets, which 
won the SCAL with a 10-2 record.

See ROCKETS | 9

Anna girls soccer wants another WOSL title, deeper tourney run

By Greg Billing
For the Sidney Daily News

ANNA — Like every 
volleyball team this time 
of the year, the Anna 
Rockets recently set their 
goals for the season. And 
the Rockets’ biggest goal 
is every team’s dream.

Anna reached the Divi-
sion III regional semifi-
nals last season before 
falling to Miami East. 
The Rockets, with five 
starters back, are shoot-
ing for state this season.

“We talked about our 
goals last week and we 
always set three goals,” 
Anna coach Kelli Zum-
berger said. “One of the 
things was let’s get to 
state. Let’s get past the 
regional semis. That’s a 
totally attainable goal for 
us.”

One advantage the 
Rockets have is a coach 
who knows what it takes 
to get there. Zumberger 
was a junior on Anna’s 
2006 state championship 

team. The Rockets also 
reached state in 2005 and 
1987.

“That would be such a 
great experience to have 
and something we could 
all share together,” said 
Zumberger, who enters 
her seventh season with 
the Rockets.

Five seniors return 
for the Rockets, led by 
Emma Meyer. Meyer led 
the team in kills (329), 
blocks (152) and was 
sixth in digs (103).

Senior setter Lexi 
Wells returns with her 
828 assists. She also led 
Anna in aces (31), was 
second in blocks (72) and 
fourth in digs (210).

Senior libero Abby 
Counts was third in digs 
(259), while senior Sierra 
Williams (39 digs and 39 
blocks) and senior Lind-
sey Barhorst (second in 
digs with 208) also con-
tributed to the regional 
run.

“They’re a nice, athletic 
group and they’ve been 

playing together for a 
long time,” Zumberger 
said. “Just a nice group 
overall. They really lead 
our team vocally. They 
work hard for everything 
they do and they push 
our underclassmen to do 
the same thing.”

Also back are junior 
Macy Wiktorowski 
(second with digs 249, 
third with 46 blocks) 
and junior Madison Roe 
(fourth in kills with 71).

Lauren Barhorst 
missed last season with 
an injury and adds depth 
and height at 6-foot-1.

“Our offense is going 
to be one of our strongest 
points. It’s something 
we’ve been trying to 
speed up this summer 
with a lot of quick sets,” 
Zumberger said. “When 
these girls have been 
playing together for a 
long time it makes it 
easier on them and easier 
on their coach.”

Anna won the Shelby 
County Athletic League 
going 19-8 overall and 
10-2 in the league.

Repeating is one of 
the Rockets’ goals. As is 
that hopeful run to state. 
Anna reached the D-III 
regional semifinals before 
falling to Miami East in 
straight sets.

Anna gets an early 
test when it opens with 
Versailles, the defending 
D-III state champions. 
Versailles knocked out 
Miami East in five sets 
and two matches later 
won state in a five-set 
thriller against Coldwa-
ter.

“Not that we can ever 
ease into our season but 
we’re starting off strong 
with Versailles. I think 
it’ll give us a gauge to 
see where we are. Every 
night is going to be a 
battle,” Zumberger said.

Four of the SCAL’s 
seven teams reached the 
regional tournament last 
season. Joining Anna 
were Fort Loramie, Rus-
sia and Jackson Center 
in D-IV.

“Definitely playing in 
our conference helps us 
with our tournament 
run,” Zumberger said. 
“When we go to our tour-
nament draw we might 
have a decent record, but 
people don’t know the 
conference we come from 
is very strong.

“There’s a lot of con-
fidence. They know the 
goal and they know their 
job on the court. There’s 
this relaxed feeling as if 
I can let them take the 
reins a little bit and take 
control of the game. 
They’re understanding 
the game and seeing the 
court better. … We want 
to get rolling. It’s pre-
season and we want to 
get playing.”

Girls soccer
Among the many 

accomplishments last sea-
son, the Anna Rockets’ 
girls soccer team:Scored 
132 goals, third most in 
Ohio High School Ath-
letic Association’s record 
books

Became the second 
team in OHSAA history 
to record 13 (or more) 
consecutive shutouts

Won the Western Ohio 
Soccer League title.

The Rockets’ list of 
accolades included eight 
additions to the OHSAA 
girls soccer record books 
in a variety of categories.

“We were good last 
year,” Anna coach Mike 
Noll said. “This year we’ll 
be a lot better. We’re fill-
ing no gaps.”

Anna (18-1) returns 
four seniors and 10 
juniors from a team that 

won its first 18 games 
before falling to Lehman 
Catholic in the Division 
III district final. The 
schedule is again tough 
with new additions 
including Northmont, 
Chaminade Julienne and 
Miami Valley.

Defender Claire Bens-
man, defender Brooke 
Hemsworth, midfielder 
Kelsie McKinney and 
wing Marissa VanGorden 
return to provide senior 
leadership for the Rock-
ets. The roster is also 
loaded with 10 juniors, 
Noll’s first class after tak-
ing over the program for 
the 2016 season.

Among the return-
ing juniors are keeper 
Savanna Hostetler and 
forward Taylor Noll. 
Both earned mentions 
in the OHSAA record 
books with Hostetler’s 
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Fort Loramie looking to 
take football program 
to new heights
By Bryant Billing
bbilling@sidneydailynews.com

FORT LORAMIE — Last 
year was one of change for Fort 
Loramie’s football program. 
There’s more this year.

After five seasons in the 
Northwest Central Conference, 
the Redskins left for the Cross 
Country Conference in 2017. 
Fort Loramie went 8-3 against 
an almost entirely new slate 
of opponents, but coach Whit 
Parks resigned last December 
after negative feedback from a 
community survey.

That leads to more change 
this year with new coach 
Spencer Wells, who took over 
in January. With a new coach 
comes new formations — 
spread on offense and 4-3 on 
defense.

The changes have been rela-
tively easy for Fort Loramie’s 
players, and 10 returning start-
ers look to lead the team to the 
top of the CCC standings and 
into the postseason again this 
year.

“I’ve been very pleased 
with how we’ve been able to 
progress with the installation 
of a new offense and a new 
defense, and I think that says a 
lot about our assistant coaches 
and our players,” Wells said. 
“Our assistant coaches are all 
local guys, Loramie guys. They 
bought in and really dove into 
the scheme, and they’ve in turn 
done a great job teaching it to 
the guys.”

With most of the playbook 
already learned, the Redskins 
will look to hit the ground 
running when they open the 
season against Minster.

Though Fort Loramie will 
use the spread, they’ll be run-

oriented. Leading rushing 
Mike Hoying graduated, but 
the Redskins have depth at run-
ning back.

Returning starter Carter 
Mescher ran for 793 yards and 
12 touchdowns last season. 
Mescher, a senior, will share 
the ball with senior Carson 
Moore, senior Devin Wehrman 
and sophomore Max Hoying, 
all of whom had at least 10 car-
ries last year.

With the graduation of multi-
year starter Austin Siegel, 
the Redskins will start a new 
player at quarterback. There’s 
an open competition between 
senior Nate Raterman, junior 
Nick Brandewie and sopho-
more Collin Moore.

“It’s good having a senior, 
junior and a sophomore com-
pete,” Wells said. “They all 
compete and help each other 
out. They’re all smart kids. We 
still have a lot of evaluating to 
do (to determine who plays).”

All running backs could 
have passes thrown their way, 
as well as senior tight end 
CJ Billing and senior wide 
receiver Mason Kemper, who 
are returning starters. Return-
ing letterwinner Mark Seger 
will also play at receiver, as 
well senior newcomer Ben 

Barhorst.
“Mark Seger and Mason 

Kemper are our ‘X’ receivers, 
perimeter guys that we’ll rely 
heavily on in our pass game,” 
Wells said. “Ben Barhorst is 
really coming on and I think 
has done a really nice job. 
They’re the main ones we’re 
looking at right now.”

Fort Loramie returns three 
starters on the offensive line: 
senior Logan Siegel, senior 
Collin Detrick and junior Josh 
Pangilinan.

“Having those guys back is 
great,” Wells said. “They’re 
leaders for us, and they’re play-
ing with an attitude. That’s 
been really big. I’ve relied on 
them to help install our run 
game, and they’ve done a really 
great job in that unit.”

The defensive line will be 
anchored by Billing and Rater-
man, who are defensive ends. 
Billing had 52 tackles and four 
sacks last season, while Rater-
man had 28 tackles and one 
interception.

“CJ and Nate, they’re 
just great kids,” Wells said. 
“They’re great leaders and 
their teammates respect them. 
They set the tone, and it’s great 
having them on each edge. 
Having those guys with their 

experience is very fortunate for 
us.”

Hoying, a linebacker, is 
the team’s leading returning 
tackler. He had 80 tackles, two 
sacks and three fumble recover-
ies last year.

Wehrman, a returning let-
terwinner, and Noah Guillozet, 
a junior newcomer, will also 
start at linebacker. Sophomore 
newcomers Tyler Luthman and 
Nate Meyer will be backup line-
backers.

“I think Devin really 
improved in the offseason in 
our strength and condition-
ing program,” Wells said of 
Wehrman. “He put on a lot of 
size and a lot of strength. His 
agility and his footwork has 
improved. He’s playing with a 
lot of confidence.”

Brandewie, Moore and Kem-
per will play at defensive back. 
Brandewie had 54 tackles, two 
interceptions and two fumble 
recoveries last year while 
Moore and Kemper played at 
the position sparingly. Senior 
newcomer Jake Ratermann will 
play at safety.

“We’ve been getting to the 
football, and that’s what we 
want to see,” Wells said of the 
team’s defense. “Hustling and 
getting to the football, every-

one pursuing.”
It’s the first head coaching 

job for Wells, who had been 
an assistant at several schools 
since graduating from Bowl-
ing Green in 2010. He most 
recently was an assistant at 
Wapakoneta.

Wells will try to elevate the 
program, which has 51 players, 
to the level of success others 
at the school have enjoyed. In 
this decade, the baseball, boys 
cross country, girls basketball 
and volleyball programs have 
won state titles, while many 
others have made deep post-
season runs.

Many of the team’s players 
are members of Fort Loramie’s 
baseball squad, which won 
the Division IV state title last 
spring.

“I think (elevating the pro-
gram) was the goal even before 
I got here,” Wells said. “I think 
that’s because school-wide you 
see the tradition of what they 
do and what they’ve done in 
every sport. Football’s no dif-
ferent — our expectations are 
high.

“One thing I’ve told the guys 
is there’s a lot of work we’ve 
got to do to earn that. They’ve 
been buying in and playing 
hard. If we keep working, I’m 
excited to see what we can do.”

And with that work, the Red-
skins may see another change: 
more football trophies.

Reach Bryant Billing at 937-538-4818, or 
follow @SidneyOHSports on Twitter and @
BryantBillingSDN on Facebook. 

FORT LORAMIE
2018 FOOTBALL SCHEDULE

Games start at 7 p.m.

8/24 H Minster
8/31 A Cincinnati Madeira
9/07 H Covington
9/14 A Miami East
9/21 H Ansonia
9/28 A Twin Valley South
10/05 H Mississinawa Valley
10/12 A Tri-Village
10/19 A National Trail
10/26 H Tri-County North

Sidney, OH               Cincinnati, OH
937-492-5331         513-248-1840

An industrial air compressor
sales and service company

Good Luck 
to all of the 
AHE family 
athletes!
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Luke Gronneberg | Sidney Daily News
The 2018 Fort Loramie Redskins will try to improve on last season 8-3 record. Fort Loramie, which is in its second season 
in the Cross County Conference, has made the playoffs seven of the last eight seasons.

No slowdown plans for Redskins volleyball

Luke Gronneberg | Sidney Daily News
Fort Loramie’s Marissa Meiring spikes towards two Miami Valley Christian Academy players during a district final match on Oct. 28, 
2017 at the Trojan Activities Center in Troy. Meiring is one of four returning starters for the Redskins, who have their top three leaders 
in kills from last season back.

10 returnees hope to elevate Redskins

Boys, girls golf squads return 
majority of players
By Bryant Billing
bbilling@sidneydailynews.com

FORT LORAMIE 
— The Fort Loramie 
Redskins will find out 
in a hurry just how they 
match up against some of 
the area’s top volleyball 
teams. And the Redskins, 
who graduated eight 
seniors from a regional 
finalist team, have no 
plans on slowing down.

Loramie coach John 
Rodgers is optimistic 
the Redskins can again 
contend for the Shelby 
County Athletic League 
title and make a deep 
postseason run. The 
first test comes during 
the season opener when 
Coldwater hosts teams 
like Fort Loramie, Ver-
sailles, Miami East and 
St. Henry. The first four 
teams all reached region-
al finals.

St. Henry reached the 
Division IV district final 
before losing to eventual 
state champion New Bre-
men. Fort Loramie gets 
St. Henry in its opener.

“You can come out of 
there 1-2 and be a state 
champ,” Rodgers said.

State-caliber talent 
returns for Loramie, 
especially at the net. 
The Redskins return 
their top three leaders in 
kills. Junior outside hit-
ter Marissa Meiring led 
Loramie with 225 kills, 
sophomore middle hit-
ter McKenzie Hoelscher 
added 190 and senior 
outside hitter Chloe 
Stang 160.

Hoelscher led the team 
in blocks (53). She and 

Meiring (18) are the only 
returning players who 
reached double digits last 
season as four graduated 
seniors accounted for 138 
blocks.

Stang led Fort Loramie 
in digs (301) and senior 
libero Emily Austin was 
fourth (265). The Red-
skins also deliver some 
pop from the service line 
as Meiring was second 
in aces (46), Hoelscher 
third (42) and Stang 
fourth (30).

“They’re leaders on 
and off the court,” Rodg-
ers said. “Marissa and 
McKenzie are both lead-
ers on the basketball 
team so they’ve been 
to the regional finals in 
basketball and volleyball. 
They definitely have 
experience playing in big 
matches.”

As for holes to fill, 
one of the team’s biggest 
graduation losses came 
at setter where 809 of the 
team’s 964 assists came 
from a senior.

But, Rodgers said, the 
roster is deep at every 
position and competition 
for playing time “has 
been tremendous.” That 
will help contend for the 
SCAL title. Loramie, 
17-11 overall last season, 
finished tied for second 
with Russia at 9-3. Anna 
won the SCAL at 10-2.

Loramie beat Russia 
3-1 in the Division IV 
regional semifinals before 
falling to eventual state 
champion New Bremen 
in four sets, winning the 
first one 25-19 before 
dropping the next three 
20-25, 13-25, 17-25.

“Once you’ve been in 
that situation, in that 
gym with so much on 
the line, with so much on 
the line you don’t really 
lose. You learn how to 
get better,” Rodgers said 
of the valuable tourna-
ment experience. “I think 
it really helps the girls 
realize they can play with 
any team around. They 
can compete at that level. 
Getting to the final four 
is not a dream, it’s a real-
ity as long as we do our 
job during the season.”

Meiring, Hoelscher, 
Stang and Austin enter 
with the big stats from 
last season. But much 
like last season Rodgers 
doesn’t want to focus the 
offense around one per-
son. The team approach 

is again emphasized for 
the Redskins.

“One of the things 
we’re stressing is we 
want everyone involved,” 
Rodgers said.

Especially facing a 
tough season opener 
against St. Henry at Cold-
water’s tournament. And 
don’t forget that loaded 
D-IV postseason field. 
Loramie’s regional has 
produced the last 11 state 
champions.

“It’s a measuring stick 
because them and New 
Bremen and Marion are 
kind of the big horses 
right now in our divi-
sion,” Rodgers said of the 
postseason brackets. “We 
get a look at them early. 

See REDSKINS | 12
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By Bryant Billing
bbilling@sidneydailynews.com

SIDNEY — Like many 
Division VII schools, 
Lehman Catholic has 
traditionally relied on sev-
eral players to play both 
offense and defense.

This season, the Cava-
liers have no choice.

Lehman has 25 players 
on the team — nine less 
than the previous small-
est roster coach Dick Roll 
has had in his 13 years at 
the school.

Though it’s presented 
challenges to the team 
in preseason, Roll said a 
playoff berth is still with-
in grasp. He’s seen other 
Northwest Central Con-
ference teams make the 
playoffs with less — and 
they haven’t had Elliott 
Gilardi at quarterback.

Gilardi, who was the 
Division VII southwest 
district offensive player of 
the year last year, is one 
of eight returning starters 
who will try to lead the 
Cavaliers to an NWCC 
title and sixth consecu-
tive postseason berth.

“We can have an out-
standing season,” Roll 
said. “I compare us to 
(NWCC member) Perry 
last year. They had low 
numbers and still had an 
outstanding season and 
made the playoffs. The 
difference between us and 
them is they were build-
ing the program with low 
numbers. We’re on the 
rebound with low num-
bers but still have high 
expectations.

“…Our guys know 

we’ve had success, and 
some of them have been 
a part of that success. 
They’ve got to learn and 
work to have that suc-
cess. It’s going to be a 
little tougher. I don’t have 
anyone to give guys rest 
— you’ve got to stay in. 
That’s going to be the dif-
ference.”

If Lehman’s offense 
moves like it did last year, 
opposing defenses may be 
the ones wishing for rest.

The Cavaliers aver-
aged 430 yards and 46.8 
points per game in their 
10-2 campaign, which 
was bookended by losses 
to Midwest Athletic 
Conference teams. They 
surpassed 50 points six 
times.

Though many starters 
have graduated — includ-
ing NWCC offensive 
player of the year Owen 
Smith, who rushed for 
over 1,800 yards — Gilar-

di brings talent, experi-
ence and big-play making 
abilities back.

Gilardi, a senior, threw 
for 1,567 yards and 27 
touchdowns and also 
ran for 980 yards and 18 
touchdowns last year. 
He’ll be backed up by 
freshman Michael McFar-
land.

“We’re fortunate to 
have Elliott back,” Roll 
said. “He’s going to make 
our offense tick. …That’s 
what our offense is based 
on. Last year, we hung 
our hats on running the 
ball. This year, we’re 
going to hang our hats on 
the ability to throw and 
run the ball.”

Juniors Drew Barhorst 
and RJ Bertini will take 
over for Smith at running 
back. Roll said Barhorst 
(6-foot-0, 165 pounds) 
is a physical runner with 
speed and Bertini (5-8, 
150) is a slashing runner. 

Both played at running 
back late in several games 
a year ago.

Barhorst and Ber-
tini will also have passes 
thrown their way. Lehm-
an will use a lot of other 
players at receiver, includ-
ing senior John Cianciolo, 
senior Bradly Haynes, 
junior Gabe Knapke, 
junior Brendan O’Leary 
and sophomore Landon 
McIver. Cianciolo and 
Haynes both played a bit 
at the position a year ago, 
and Knapke, McIver and 
O’Leary are newcomers.

Those skill players will 
also make up the bulk of 
Lehman’s defensive back-
field.

“Offense is where we’ll 
rest most of those kids, 
running different receiv-
ers in and out,” Roll said.

Senior Nick Largent is 
Lehman’s lone returning 
lineman. He’ll move from 
tackle to guard on the 

offensive line.
Senior center Mitchell 

Sollmann (a converted 
running back) and sopho-
more guard Conner Stew-
art will also start on the 
offensive line, though Roll 
said they made switch 
positions. The rest of the 
line is made of senior 
tackle Ethan Knapke and 
junior guard Danny Lins. 
Sophomore Evan Fogt 
will provide relief on the 
line.

Most of the offensive 
lineman will play on the 
defensive line. Knapke 
had 26 tackles and two 
sacks a year ago.

The Cavaliers return 
their top two tacklers in 
Barhorst and Tyler Soll-
mann but lose the rest of 
their top 10. Barhorst, a 
linebacker, had 79 tackles 
and one interception last 
year. Sollmann, a junior 
linebacker, had 78 tackles 
and one fumble recovery.

A lack of backups has 
slowed the learning abili-
ty of the team’s new start-
ers, since the team rests 
a bit more at practice to 
limit wear and tear. Assis-
tant coaches have had to 
step in as players during 
practice and help in drills.

Despite those setbacks, 
Roll said he’s already seen 
progress through pre-
season practice.

“Even though we’re a 
little slower getting stuff 
in this year, we’re teach-
ing, and something we 
hold dear and true is we 
want to improve,” Roll 
said. “I think we’ve done 
that every year. Even the 
years where we were 2-8 
and 3-7, we’ve always 
improved.

“That’s what we look 
at — that’s success if you 
can show improvement.”

Reach Bryant Billing at 937-538-
4818, or follow @SidneyOHSports 
on Twitter and @BryantBillingSDN 
on Facebook. 

LEHMAN 
CATHOLIC
2018 FOOTBALL SCHEDULE

Games start at 7 p.m. unless otherwise 
noted.

8/24  H Fort Recovery*
8/31  A Miami East
9/07  A Graham
9/15  H Ridgemont**
9/21  A Marion Elgin
9/28  H Hardin 
   Northern**
10/05  A Waynesfield-
   Goshen
10/12  H Upper Scioto 
   Valley*
10/19  A Lima Perry
10/25  H Riverside*

*Games played at Sidney Memorial 
Stadium.
**Games played at Piqua’s Alexander 
Stadium

“I think (last season) is 
going to stick with most 
of these players because 
most of them are two- 
or three-year starters,” 
Snipes said. “The league 
is definitely first priority 
— we want to get back to 
the top of the league and 
definitely go farther in 
tournament. These girls 
are working hard and 
their confidence level has 
been higher than it has in 
the past.”

Middle blocker Olivia 
Lucia returns after lead-
ing the squad with 227 
kills. Lucia, a 5-foot-10 
junior, also led Lehman 
with 53 blocks and was 
honorable mention all-
Ohio in Division IV a 
year ago.

Junior outside hitter 
Lauren McFarland is the 
team’s returning digs 
leader. She was second 
on the team with 197 last 
year — just four behind 
her sister Maddy McFar-
land, who graduated.

Senior setter Alexis 
Snipes and junior middle 
blocker Abby Schutt are 
also returning for their 
third year as starters. 
Snipes led Lehman with 
554 assists last year and 
was fourth on the team 
with 130 digs. Schutt was 
fifth on the squad with 
66 kills.

Senior middle blocker 
Malorie Hussey and 
sophomore defensive 
specialist Pyper Sharkins 
are also returning start-
ers. The team’s other 
returning letterwinners 
are senior opposite hitter 
Lauren Riley and senior 
defensive specialist Ellie 
Westerheide.

Sophomore Reese 
Geise, a 6-0 outside hit-
ter, and junior defensive 
specialist Heidi Schutt 
are key newcomers. 
Snipes looks for Geise to 
have a larger role on var-

sity this season.
Rounding out the 

team’s roster are seniors 
Madalyn Kirtley and 
Mary Deafenbaugh and 
juniors Heidi Schutt, 
Abbi Haller and Emma 
Nees.

“We have a lot of talent 
and experience with (our 
returning) girls,” Snipes 
said. “… We’ve definitely 
got some younger kids 
that are filling the holes 
in.”

Outside of its NWCC 
slate, Lehman’s schedule 
is again full of SCAL and 
MAC heavyweights.

“It makes a huge dif-
ference, and a lot of 
our girls are playing at 
out-of-season at a high 
level (in club), so they’ve 
come in ready to play 
this season,” Snipes said. 
“We don’t have to go 
backwards — we’re ready 
to move forward. They’re 
very confident, and play-
ing those teams is going 
to make us more confi-
dent and have us ready 
for tournament time.”

Snipes is entering his 
24th year as the pro-
gram’s coach. He has a 
475-136 career record.O
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Low numbers don’t lower expectations
Cavaliers lose many starters but are hoping for 6th straight playoff trip

Luke Gronneberg | Sidney Daily News
The 2018 Lehman Catholic Cavaliers have only 25 players on the roster but will try to keep their recent string of success going despite 
historically low numbers. Lehman has finished 7-4 or better each of the last five seasons.

Lehman volleyball wants to get back to 1st in NWCC

By Bryant Billing
bbilling@sidneydailynews.com

SIDNEY — After 
dominating in its first 
four years in the North-
west Central Conference, 
Lehman Catholic’s vol-
leyball team suffered 
unexpected troubles last 
season. Though the Cava-
liers lost record-setter 
Sidney Chapman to 
graduation, they returned 
most of the rest of the 
team.

Lehman was inconsis-
tent throughout the sea-
son and struggled in non-
conference play against 
Shelby County Athletic 
League and Midwest Ath-

letic Conference powers. 
The Cavaliers saw their 
four-year undefeated 
NWCC streak come to 
an end with a 3-2 loss at 
Riverside on Sept. 7 on 
their way to a third-place 
league finish at 6-2.

Lehman won two tour-
nament games to earn a 
sectional final berth and 
rematch with Riverside 
but lost 3-1 to finish 
12-13.

The Cavaliers don’t 
want losing seasons to 
become the norm. With 
eight letterwinners 
returning, coach Greg 
Snipes is confident the 
wins will start piling back 
up this year.

Luke Gronneberg | Sidney Daily News
Lehman Catholic senior setter Alexis Snipes, middle and junior middle blocker Olivia Lucia, right, go 
up to block a spike from Russia’s Morgan Wenrick during a nonconference match on Sept. 16, 2017 in 
Russia. The two are among six returning starters for the Cavaliers.

Girls soccer
Last season’s Lehman 

Catholic high school girls 
soccer team was blessed 
with speed. The Cavaliers 
are even faster this year.

Good thing. The Cavs’ 
schedule starts with 
Springfield Catholic 
Central and accelerates 
from there. By season’s 
end, Lehman plays seven 
of the top 10 Division 
III teams ranked in last 
season’s final Miami 
Valley Scholastic Soccer 
Coaches Association poll. 
They also play one team 
ranked among the top 10 
in D-II.

That’s daunting 
enough, even without 
mentioning D-III 
defending state champion 
Cincinnati Summit 
Country Day.

“That’s what it’s really 
all about — preparing for 
that tournament at the 
end of the year,” Lehman 
coach Jeremy Lorenzo 
said. “Unfortunately 
we’re in the Southwest 
District so we have to 
climb through Cincinnati 
to get out of the region. 
Trying to match their 
game speed has always 

been a problem for us 
when we get to regional. 
That’s what we have to 
try and mimic every time 
we play.”

Last season’s D-III 
regional semifinal 
appearance was Lehman’s 
third in the past five 
seasons (2013 and 
2014). The Cavaliers 
are pursuing another 
appearance with seven 
returning starters. The 
roster is loaded with 
leadership from 11 
seniors, including seven 
who are returning varsity 
players.

Forward Grace Olding 
and midfielder Grace 
Monnin lead the way 
as four-year starters, 
while forward Samantha 
Edwards is a four-year 
varsity player.

Senior keeper Hannah 
Giguere, a backup the 
past three seasons, gets 
her shot in goal.

“She knows the 
system. She knows what 
we expect out of her,” 
Lorenzo said. “Now this 
is her chance to come in 
and showcase her talent. 

See LEHMAN | 9

Cavaliers girls soccer looks to 
speed through difficult schedule
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Rockets
From page 6

I have confidence in her 
100 percent.”

Giguere has a strong 
defense in front of her 
that includes returning 
starters in junior Olivia 
Monnin and sophomore 
Anna Cianciolo.

Additional players 
returning include sopho-
more Lindsey Magoteaux, 
who led the Cavs in scor-
ing with 17 goals and 39 
points. She added five 
assists.

Sophomore midfielder 
Ava Behr (10 goals, 7 
assists), Monnin (11 
goals, 4 assists), Olding 
(nine goals, 6 assists), 
junior forward Rylie 
McIver (5 goals, 8 assists) 
and Edwards (5 goals, 5 
assists) are among the top 
returning scorers.

“Last year we had 
speed, and I would say 
we’re faster than we were 
last year,” Lorenzo said. 
“Last year’s team was 
very technical and their 
soccer IQ was pretty high. 
This year we have a lot 
of speed and this team is 
very gritty. They’re very 
tough. They’re a hard-
working group of girls.”

Senior midfielder Carly 
Edwards, who was injured 
for Lehman’s regional 
semifinal, and junior mid-
fielder Lyndsey Jones add 
toughness.

Lorenzo, who has a 
58-14-5 career record, is 
entering his fifth season.

Boys soccer
Cameron Jock takes 

over as coach.
The Cavaliers finished 

8-8 last season.
Graduating off that 

team were Jake Emrick, 
Ryan Goettemoeller, Max 
Hamlin and Tim Buech-
ter.

Returning letterwin-
ners include Christian 
Goettemoeller, Will 
Voisard, Conor O’Leary, 
Max Schmiesing, Tommy 
Hamlin, Michael Den-
ning, Matthew McDonald, 
Mikkel Alvarez, Ethan 
Potts and Elijah Jock.

“I think we have a good 
team and I am expecting 

us to finish above .500 
this year,” Jock said. “Our 
goal is to win sectionals. 
I am very excited for this 
group.”

Jock hopes to finish 
first or second in the 
WOSL.

Boys cross country
Kyle Hermiller returns 

as coach.
Returning letterwin-

ners include seniors Elias 
Bezy and Aaron Topp, 
junior Alex Vanderhorst 
and sophomores Scott 
Petersen and Andrew 
Wiseman.

“Our boys team did not 
see any members gradu-
ate, so we can expect 
an overall improvement 
from last year’s results,” 
Hermiller said. “Alex 
learned a lot from track 
last spring, and has come 
along well to be running 
neck and neck with Elias 
this offseason at the head 
of our pack.

“Scott will be returning 
to distance running after 
a season of sprinting last 
spring for Lehman, and 
look forward to a solid 
improvement from last 
year. Aaron has some 
good potential that we 
saw his sophomore sea-
son, and look forward to 
harnessing again for his 
senior season. Andrew 
pushed himself more than 
anyone on our boys track 
team last spring, and his 
race times reflected that. I 
expect big improvements 
from him again this fall.”

Hermiller said he hopes 
the Cavaliers can improve 
from last season’s fifth-
place NWCC finish.

“In 2017, there was 
only an 11-point spread 
from second to fifth place, 
so with a strong showing 
at the peak of our season, 
we hope to move up,” 
Hermiller said.

Girls cross country
Graduating off last 

year’s team were Alanna 
O’Leary, Theresa Flood, 
Caitlin Swallow, Leah 
Peoples and Miriam Bezy.

Returning letterwin-
ners include senior Maria 
Schmiesing and sopho-
more Maggie Bezy.

“Our girls team gradu-
ated a large senior class 

last year,” Hermiller said. 
“This year our roster 
consists primarily of very 
good athletes, who are tal-
ented enough to play mul-
tiple sports for Lehman. 
This means we will often 
not be fielding a full scor-
ing team at invitationals, 
but we will have a solid 
consistent performer in 
Maggie Bezy.

“Last fall, Maggie 
dropped over two minutes 
off her time, and based 
on offseason training, I 
expect she will continue 
improving rapidly.”

Other runners shared 
with other sports include 
2016 regional quali-
fier Maria Schmiesing, 
freshman sister Agnes 
Schmiesing, freshman 
Colleen O’Leary and 
freshman Elizabeth Jock.

“This is a very young 
team, but if we can keep 
the girls involved, we have 
the potential for another 
strong group in a couple 
years, similar to the one 
we just graduated last 
year,” Hermiller said.

Girls tennis
Lehman returns most 

of its varsity players from 
last season, and fourth-
year coach Tim Ungericht 
thinks that will easily help 
the team finish better 
than last season’s 4-13 
record.

“We have a very experi-
enced group,” Ungericht 
said. “… Our goals are to 
have a winning season 
with district qualifiers. 
John Brunner returns 
for his third season as 
our assistant coach. He 
brings to the table a solid 
understanding of tennis 
and is great for our team 
chemistry.”

Seniors Claire Larger, 
Sarah Gibson, Ann Pan-
naparra, Grace Brandt 
and Kiera Burns and 
junior Angela Brunner are 
returning letterwinners.

Larger, who was an 
MVTCA all-area selection 
last year, will compete at 
first singles. Ungericht 
said she’s being recruited 
by smaller colleges and 
has a good chance at 
qualifying for districts.

Gibson will compete 
at second singles and 
Brunner will compete at 

third singles. Gibson was 
an honorable mention 
all-area selection last year 
and was runner-up at the 
Schroeder Invitational 
and MVTCA Coaches 
Cup.

Burns, Pannaparra and 
Brandt all competed at 
second doubles last sea-
son.

Freshman Mary Lins 
and Annie Stiver are in 
the mix to play second 
doubles this year.

“They will push the 
bottom of our varsity for 
playing time,” Ungericht 
said of Lins and Stiver. 
“They both will be able 
to fill in and be successful 
when needed to move up 
to varsity when someone 
is missing.”

The program does not 
compete in a league.

Boys golf
Eric Harlamert returns 

for his fourth year as the 
program’s coach.

The Cavaliers were 
16-1 in duels last sea-
son (including 6-0 in 
the NWCC) and won a 
Div. III sectional title. 
Graduating off that team 
were Tyler Lachey, Ryan 
Schmidt and Griffin West.

Returning letterwin-
ners include three-year 
letterwinner senior Cole 
Gilardi and juniors Mikey 
Rossman and Brandyn 
Sever.

“Due to graduation, 
we lost some really good 
golfers,” Harlamert said. 
“But, we hope to rebuild 
and keep up the high stan-
dards for the Lehman golf 
program. Cole Gilardi will 
be one of the best golfers 
in the area.”

The rest of the varsity 
squad is made of sopho-
mores Alex Keller and 
Reid Thomas and fresh-
man John Gagnet.

Freelance writer Greg Billing and 
Piqua Daily Call sports editor Rob 
Kiser contributed to this article.

LEHMAN
2018 VOLLEYBALL SCHEDULE

8/18 H 10 a.m.  Vandalia-Butler
8/20  A  7 p.m.  Springfield 
   Catholic Central
8/23  A  5:30 p.m.  Waynesfield-
   Goshen
8/25  A  10 a.m.  Jackson Center
8/28  H  5:30 p.m.  Marion Local
8/30  H  5:30 p.m.  Marion Elgin
9/01  H  9 a.m.  Lehman Invite

9/06  A  5:30 p.m.  Riverside
9/11  A  5:30 p.m.  St. Henry
9/13  H  5:30 p.m.  Upper Scioto 
   Valley
9/15  H  10 a.m.  Russia
9/18  A  5:30 p.m.  Hardin Northern
9/20  A  5:30 p.m.  Ridgemont
9/24  A  6:30 p.m.  Covington
9/29  A  11 a.m.  Anna
10/2  A  5:30 p.m.  New Bremen
10/4  A  5:30 p.m.  Lima Perry
10/8  H  5:30 p.m.  Miami East
10/11  H  5:30 p.m.  Temple Christian
10/13  A  11:15 a.m.  Urbana

2018 BOYS SOCCER SCHEDULE

8/23  A  5 p.m.  Fairlawn
8/25  H  11 a.m.  Milton-Union
9/01  A  7 p.m.  Allen East
9/04  H  5 p.m.  Botkins
9/06  A  7 p.m.  Sidney
9/11  H  5 p.m.  Belmont
9/18  H  5 p.m.  Spencerville
9/22  A  11 a.m.  Troy Christian
9/24  A  7 p.m.  Franklin-Monroe
10/2  A  5 p.m.  Miami East
10/4  A  7:30 p.m.  Lima Central 
   Catholic
10/6  A  12 p.m.  Newton
10/9  H  5 p.m.  Temple Christian

2018 GIRLS SOCCER SCHEDULE

8/18  H  4 p.m.  Springfield 
   Catholic Central
8/23  H  5 p.m.  Coldwater
9/01  A  2:45 p.m.  Preble Shawnee
9/04  A  5 p.m.  Botkins
9/06  H  5 p.m.  Troy Christian
9/11  A  7:30 p.m.  Milton-Union
9/13  H  5 p.m.  Anna
9/15  H  11 a.m.  Miami East
9/20  H  5 p.m.  Wapakoneta
9/25  H  5 p.m.  West Liberty-
   Salem
9/29  A  5 p.m.  Cin. Summit 
   Country Day
10/4  H  5 p.m.  Lima Central 
   Catholic
10/6  A  10 a.m.  Newton
10/9  A  5 p.m.  Delphos St. 
   John’s
10/11  H  5 p.m.  Waynesville

2018 CROSS COUNTRY SCHEDULE

8/21  A  5 p.m.  Shelby County
   preview at Russia
8/25  A  9 a.m.  Schul Invite at 
   Milton-Union 
9/08  A  9 a.m.  Spencerville 

   Invite
9/18  A  4:30 p.m.  Minster Quad
9/22  A  9 a.m.  Sidney Invite
9/29  A  10 a.m.  Botkins Best in 
   West
10/6  A  10 a.m.  Anna Invite
10/13  A  10 a.m.  NWCC meet at 
   Marion Elgin

2018 BOYS GOLF SCHEDULE

8/06  H  8:30 a.m.  Ridgemont
8/07  A  8:30 a.m.  New Bremen
8/09  H  8:30 a.m.  Marion Elgin
8/10  H  9 a.m.  Houston
8/13  A  9 a.m.  Waynesfield-
   Goshen
8/14  H  12 p.m.  Versailles
8/16  A  4:30 p.m.  Troy Christian
8/20  H  4 p.m.  Waynesfield-
   Goshen
8/21  A  4 p.m.  Botkins
8/27  A  4:30 p.m.  Upper Scioto 
   Valley
9/01  A  8:30 a.m.  Versailles
9/04  A  4 p.m.  Lima Perry
9/06  A  4 p.m.  Anna
9/11  A  4:30 p.m.  New Knoxville
9/17  A  4 p.m.  Minster
9/18  H  4 p.m.  Houston
9/19  H  9 a.m.  Lima Perry

2018 GIRLS TENNIS SCHEDULE

8/10  A  4 p.m.  Milton-Union
8/13  H  4:30 p.m.  Tippecanoe
8/16  H  4 p.m.  Springfield 
   Northwestern
8/20  H  4:30 p.m.  Springfield 
   Kenton Ridge
8/21  A  4:30 p.m.  Carroll
8/22  A  4:30 p.m.  Piqua
9/04  A  4:30 p.m.  Lima Central 
   Catholic
9/05  A  4:30 p.m.  Greenville
9/11  H  4 p.m.  Celina
9/12  H  4:30 p.m.  Lima Shawnee
9/17  H  4:30 p.m.  Troy
9/18  H  4:30 p.m.  St. Marys
9/24  A  4:30 p.m.  Wapakoneta
9/25  H  4:30 p.m.  Springfield 
   Catholic Central

“Should we go further 
this year? I’d say yes.”

The majority of 
Noll’s juniors have 
been with him since he 
started coaching their 
sixth-grade traveling 
team. He enters his 
third season at Anna 
31-4-2.

“The big thing is 
they’re a team. They’ve 
been together forever,” 
Noll said of Anna’s 
success. “They trust 
each other on the field. 
This is the third year 
my defensive line has 
been together. These 
girls don’t come out of 
the game. That speaks 
volumes when it comes 
to soccer.”

There are 29 players 
on the roster and the 
program has a junior 
varsity team for the 
second straight season.

Anna and Lehman 
are again considered 
the frontrunners 
for the WOSL title. 
Lehman had won every 
title since the league 
started in 2014 and 
had never lost a WOSL 
game until Anna ended 
both of those streaks.

The Rockets antici-
pate a similar — if not 
better — run this sea-
son even if Noll didn’t 
know exactly what he 
was getting himself 
into when taking over 
that traveling team his 
daughter played on.

“I didn’t even know 
what a soccer ball was. 

It was a kickball to me 
before I started with 
them,” Noll said, laugh-
ing. “I knew they were 
capable of it. And we 
have a lot of young tal-
ent coming up. We have 
a well-rounded team.”

Girls cross country
Anna finished fifth in 

the SCAL race last year, 
but coach Dean Stewart 
says a strong group of 
freshmen should help 
lead an improved squad 
this year.

Anna’s incoming 
freshmen helped the 
junior high squad fin-
ish second in last year’s 
SCAL middle school 
race. The junior high 
team won three invi-
tational last year and 
was runner-up in four 
others.

Stewart, who is enter-
ing his 33rd season as 
the program’s coach, 
said freshman Hope 
Bixler, Kaylie Brewer, 
Kaylie Kipp and Breann 
Reaman should make 
an immediate impact.

“Kaylie Kipp was 
our top eighth grader, 
finishing eighth in the 
league last year,” Stew-
art said. “Kaylie Brewer 
was 10th, and Hope 
Bixler was 12th. Fresh-
man Breann Reaman is 
coming off a basketball 
injury, so she may not 
be able to run this year. 
But these four freshmen 
are really good runners 
and will contribute 
greatly to the team.”

The squad’s top two 
returnees are sopho-
more Addison Brewer 
and senior Ashleigh 

Jurosic. Brewer’s fast-
est time last year was 
23:26, while Jurosic’s 
was 23:50.

“Like any young 
team, there will be a 
growing curve, and we 
will look for a steady 
improvement through-
out the upcoming sea-
son,” Stewart said.

Stewart said Fort 
Loramie is the heavy 
favorite to win the 
SCAL this season. He 
also expects Russia to 
be good.

Boys cross country
Anna returns all but 

one of its top seven 
runners from last year, 
and Dean is expecting 
the squad to be much 
improved after finish-
ing last in the SCAL 
meet last year.

Sophomore Jacob 
Robinson is the team’s 
top returning runner 
from last year. Robin-
son finished seventh in 
the SCAL race last year 
with a time of 17:36, 
his best finish all sea-
son.

“Jacob played football 
in junior high so last 
year was his first year 
in cross country,” Stew-
art said. “He learned a 
lot from that last year 
and I look for him to go 
to an even higher level 
than he did last year.”

Five other letterwin-
ners return in junior 
Caleb Gaier and seniors 
Derek Arling, Jacob 
Osborne, Cameron 
Bowersock and Preston 
Shannon.

“Caleb Gaier was our 
third runner last year 

and already has shown 
great improvement in 
early practices,” Stew-
art said. “You usually 
look to athletes break-
ing out their junior 
years and I think Caleb 
will do that. Derek 
Arling was our fourth 
man last year. This will 
be only his second year 
in cross county. He is 
a sprinter in track, and 
last year was a learning 
experience for him. He 
had his best race of the 
season at districts last 
year where he finished 
second on the team.”

Senior Colton Nanik 
joins the squad this 
year with freshmen 
Lucas Smith, Collin 
Frilling and Hayden 
Schmidt. Stewart said 
the three freshmen 
were among the best in 
the state in junior high 
last year.

“Lucas Smith was 
junior high SCAL 
champ in cross country 
and the 1,600 and 800 
races in track,” Stewart 
said. “Collin Frilling 
was fourth in cross 
country, second behind 
Lucas in the 1,600 and 
third in the 800.

“Hayden Schmidt ran 
a 5:08 mile in junior 
high for Holy Angles. 
He also played football 
in junior high. We also 
add Colton Nanik, one 
of the best 300 hurdles 
in the area last spring. 
Colton ran a 2:04 800 
last spring and is a 
competitor.”

Stewart expects Fort 
Loramie to win the 
league this year and for 
both the Redskins and 

Houston to qualify for 
the state meet. He also 
said Botkins should be 
strong.

Boys golf
Anna will be young 

after losing its three 
top golfers from last 
season’s squad, which 
finished second in 
SCAL play with a 10-2 
record. Among the 
three who graduated is 
Mason Platfoot, who 
was runner-up SCAL 
player of the year to 
Nick Fischio and is now 
playing at the Univer-
sity of Northwestern 
Ohio.

“I know it’s a bit cli-
che, but I really do not 
know what to expect 
this season,” Anna 
coach Brandon Cobb 
said. “We have only two 
returning letterwinners. 
We are younger than 
any other year I have 
coached. I do think the 
young guys can contrib-
ute once they learn how 
to compete. They have 
some experience play-
ing tournament golf, 
but not as part of a golf 
team.”

The team’s two 
returning letterwinners 
are juniors Cole Maurer 
and Bryce Havenar. 
Cobb said the team’s 
key newcomers are 
sophomores Spencer 
McClay and Levi Cain 
and freshmen Bryce 
Cobb and Carter Gor-
don.

“Cole Maurer was our 
No. 4 man last season, 
so I am asking him to 
make a big jump and be 
a leader on the team,” 

Cobb said. “He is one 
that wants that role, 
now he just has to exe-
cute. Bryce Cobb was 
our top qualifier with 
Bryce Havenar just 
behind. We need those 
two to play beyond 
their experience to 
have a good year.”

Cobb, who is enter-
ing his fourth season 
as the program’s coach, 
expects an open race in 
the SCAL.

“I sincerely do not 
know what to expect,” 
Cobb said. “The league 
had so many graduate 
last spring that I think 
it should make for a fun 
league season.”

Girls golf
After playing a par-

tial schedule last year, 
Anna’s girls golf squad 
is up and running for 
its first season.

The team is made of 
seniors Olivia Pulfer, 
Breah Kuck and Elaina 
Crosson and juniors 
Maura Rose, Abbie 
McEldowney, Lindsey 
McEldwoney, Riley 
Thobe and Morgan 
Meyer.

Tony Metzler will 
coach the program 
after spending the last 
two years as Graham’s 
coach.

“I look forward to 
coaching this great 
group of girls,” Metzler 
said. “We have had a 
good summer of work 
on the course. We look 
to continue to improve 
our scores as the sea-
son goes on.”

Lehman
From page 8
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son or your self-worth. 
That’s one thing I real-
ly try to preach to take 
that pressure away. 
You work hard and you 
want it. But in the end 
that does not equate 
to who you are. I think 
that lets them just let 
go and race.”

Boys cross country
Minster has a lot of 

experienced upper-
classmen to lead their 
quest at returning to 
the state meet.

The Wildcats return 
five letterwinners, four 
of which have lettered 
for two or more years. 
Junior Luke Barga was 

get. Just get out there 
and enjoy racing and 
competing.”

Watcke is joined by 
returning state partici-
pants junior Gwendo-
lyn Meiring (fourth at 
state), senior Kaitlynn 
Albers (ninth), junior 
Mackenzie Bohman 
(13th), sophomore 
Ella Boate (22nd) and 
junior Madeline Mago-
to (50th). Those six are 
looking strong again, 
while coach Magoto 
said sophomores Mason 
Pohl and Kate Larger 
have had solid summers 
in their efforts to join 
the top seven.

Minster has won 
five straight Midwest 
Athletic Conference 

championships — and 
30 of the 36 league 
titles contested since 
1982 — but titles are 
not the main focus for 
the Wildcats.

“Our (team) word 
this year is ‘Purpose.’ 
Everyone and every run 
has a purpose,” Magoto 
said. “Just making 
sure they keep things 
in check. We want 
them to be competitive 
and we want them to 
fight for spots but all 
in the nature of team 
and what’s best for the 
team.

“Get out there, run 
your best and leave it 
on the course. How you 
placed is not equal to 
who you are as a per-

Losing has been key 
to Minster’s last 2 
state runs
By Bryant Billing

MINSTER — The Minster 
Wildcats are known for win-
ning — especially the last 
four years, when they’ve made 
state title games three times. 
Coach Geron Stokes said a 
little losing helps.

Minster had its second 
consecutive season with a 
four-game losing streak in 
Midwest Athlete Conference 
play in 2017. It didn’t stop 
them from reaching the Divi-
sion VII state championship 
for the second consecutive 
year — or winning the title, 
unlike 2016.

“I’ve always believed los-
ing is good for you,” Stokes 
said. “Getting your butt beat 
is really good for you. I think 
it’s great to really find out 
who you are. If we have to go 
through that again, we’ll go 
through it. If that’s what we 
deserve, we’ll get it.”

With half of last year’s start-
ers gone to graduation and a 
tough schedule, Minster may 
see several losses. But the 
Wildcats have enough talent 
and experience back to be 
among the Midwest Athletic 
Conference’s best teams and 
make another deep playoff 
run.

Though nine of the 18 
players that saw time in last 
season’s state championship 
game have graduated, Stokes 
has established a culture in 
his five years at the school 
that replaces solid players 
with solid players.

Minster returned only four 
offensive starters from 2016 
but averaged 332 yards and 
26.5 points per game last 
year.

“Getting those extra five 
weeks of practice in the play-
offs has helped us,” Stokes 
said. “Those younger kids 
getting extra reps gets them 
ready and teaches them a lot. 
It really helps them learn. 
Then they also get to see 
how our older guys behave 
and attack practice and game 
plans.”

And if there are growing 
pains with new players, the 
team has shown an ability to 
learn as the season goes on. 
Minster has finished regular 
season with 6-4 records the 
last two years and has posted 
a 9-1 postseason record in 
that time, with the lone loss 
coming in the 2016 title 
game.

Stokes said there will have 
to be some learning on the go 
this year.

“We’ve got a long way to 
go,” Stokes said. “We’ve still 
got to become a team. We’re 
55 guys who really care about 

each other right now. How we 
handle adversity and bumps 
in the road will be critical. 
How we handle wins will be 
critical. How we handle losses 
will be critical. We’ll see as 
they steer their own path.”

The Wildcats will be with-
out their two most critical 
offensive producers in two-
year starting quarterback 
Jared Huelsman and running 
back Isaac Schmiesing, who 
were first team all-MAC selec-
tions a year ago.

Huelsman amassed over 
4,000 yards of offense and 
had his hand in 44 touchdown 
plays, while Schmiesing had 
1,658 all-purpose yards and 
12 touchdowns. Both were 
among Minster’s top five lead-
ing tacklers, and Schmiesing 
also handled kicking duties.

Junior Jacob Niemeyer will 
start at quarterback and will 
be backed up by senior Mike 
Ketner.

“Completely different from 
Jared,” Stokes said of Niemey-
er. “Different kid. Different 
ability. But he’s worked, and 
we’re excited to see what he 
brings to our football team.”

Niemeyer has two of the 
team’s top four receivers back 
from last year. Junior Austin 
Brown led the squad with 730 
receiving yards on 39 catches 
and scored seven touchdowns, 
while senior tight end Cody 
Frericks caught 14 passes for 
242 yards and three touch-
downs.

Junior Alex Schmitmeyer 
will take over at running back 
for Schmiesing. He played 
sparingly as a backup at the 
position a year ago.

Frericks and seniors 
Dawson Oldiges and Sam 
Schmiesing are the team’s 
only returning starting line-
man.

The Wildcats will return 
their top tackler from last 
season in August Boehnlein. 
Boehnlein, a senior line-
backer, had 88 tackles, three 
interceptions and two fumble 
recoveries.

Seniors Jack Heitbrink and 
Joe Winner also return at line-
backer. Heitbrink had 61 tack-
les and two sacks last year, 
while Winner had 35 tackles.

Stokes said Heitbrink, Win-
ner, Boehnlein, Schmiesing 

and Frericks have done a good 
job leading the team so far.

“We’ve got some quality 
leaders in that senior group 
that have really high expecta-
tions for these guys as far as 
becoming a team,” Stokes 
said. “… That’s the goal, to 
get the most out of the kids 
and see how fast and tough 
and physical we can play.”

The Wildcats will need to 
play like that to earn wins in 
a tough slate of games to start 
the season. Minster has Cross 
County Conference heavy-
weights Fort Loramie and 
Covington to open the season 
and then will get MAC playoff 
qualifiers Fort Recovery and 
Coldwater in Weeks 3 and 4.

The only new opponent this 
season for Minster is Park-
way, who will take the place 
of Anna in MAC play.

Stokes said he looks for-
ward to seeing the team maxi-
mize its potential this year.

“Winning and losing doesn’t 
really matter, it’s about who 
we are as a group,” Stokes 
said. “We’ll see how it goes 
and how this group comes 
together.”

If the 2018 Wildcats come 
together in any way similar to 
the last four years, they’ll be 
known for winning.

MINSTER

2018 FOOTBALL SCHEDULE

Games start at 7:30 p.m. unless otherwise noted.

8/24  A Fort Loramie*
8/31  H Covington
9/07  H Fort Recovery
9/14  A Coldwater
9/21  H Parkway
9/28  A Delphos St. John’s
10/05  A St. Henry
10/12  H Marion Local
10/19  A Versailles
10/26  H New Bremen

*Game starts at 7 p.m.

Luke Gronneberg | Sidney Daily News
The 2018 Minster Wildcats will try to repeat as Division VII state champions. Minster has played in a state championship 
three of the last four years, including in 2014, when it won the Div. VI state title.

Expectations remain high for Wildcats

Minster cross country looks for another title

Greg Billing | Sidney Daily News
Minster’s Emma Watcke, right, and Kaitlynn Albers, center, run in the Division III girls state cross 
country race on Nov. 5, 2017 at National Trail Raceway in Hebron. Both return for the Wildcats, who 
won the D-III title for the second consecutive season.

Wildcats volleyball 
wants to improve, 
has 3 starters back
By Bryant Billing
bbilling@sidneydailynews.com

MINSTER — Min-
ster will be young this 
season. The Wildcats 
return three starters 
from last season’s 14-11 
squad, which struggled 
to a 2-7 finish in the 
stacked MAC.

Cami Garman returns 
for her eighth season as 
Minster’s coach.

“Our biggest goal for 
this upcoming season is 
to enjoy the process,” 
Garman said. “The girls 
understand that they 
have to push through 
every aspect of the 
process to get the end 
product that they strive 
for.

“Our motto this year 
is ‘we will get what we 
tolerate.’ We are focus-
ing on team account-
ability and pushing 
each other to be the 
best that we can be.”

Senior outside hit-
ter Danielle Barhorst, 
senior setter Brooke 
Wolf and junior libero 
Emily Stubbs return for 
the Wildcats.

“With only return-
ing three starters, we 
really lost a lot in our 
senior leadership, but 
those three starters 
bring back some great 

experience and really 
grew a ton through last 
season,” Garman said. 
“They’ve worked really 
hard in the offseason.”

Barhorst had 135 kills 
and 291 digs last year, 
while Stubbs had 336 
digs and Wolf had 147 
digs.

“Danielle really 
brings in another level 
of play,” Garman said. 
“She’s really consistent 
and a really good six-
rotation player. I look 
forward to her being 
that calm in the storm. 
That’s the kind of 
player she is. For Emily, 
this is her third year 
playing varsity, and she 
really brings a lot of 
experience in the back 
row.

“She’s really kind of 
struggled with confi-
dence the last couple 
of years, but you can 
tell she’s really grown 
to understand her body 
more and the game 
more and take more of 
a leadership role in the 
back row. Brooke, too, 
has been working on 
her different levels of 
play. She’s just trying to 
add another aspect to 
herself.”

Garman said key 
newcomers include 
junior setter Kaitlyn 
Wolf, sophomore out-
side hitters Ava Sharp 
and Ivy Wolf, junior 
opposite hitters Averi 
Wolf and Josie Winner 
and sophomore middle 

blockers Brynn Oldiges 
and Macy Gehret.

“The team is driven 
to go back to the 
basics. We have a very 
athletic group of play-
ers this year and we 
look forward to having 
multiple girls con-
tributing on a nightly 
basis. They really have 
a team-first attitude 
and will do anything to 
compete.”

Girls cross country
She encourages her 

team to keep moving 
forward, but every so 
often Minster girls 
cross country coach 
Jessie Magoto reflects 
back on last season’s 
Division III state cham-
pionship.

“When I still think of 
those results,” Magoto 
said, “it’s like, ‘Wow, 
that was quite a race.’”

It was Minster’s 11th 
overall and second 
straight state champi-
onship. But here’s how 
dominant the Wildcats 
were at National Trail 
Raceway in Hebron — 
the ‘Cats top five run-
ners all finished among 
the top 25 overall to 
earn all-Ohio honors. 
Most schools would be 
thrilled to get one run-
ner in the top 25.

Minster’s girls 
return another power-
ful lineup, starting 
with defending D-III 
state champion Emma 
Watcke. The junior 
won state in 18:38.4 
for a 14-second victory 
and became Minster’s 
first individual state 
champion since Sunni 
Olding won her third 
and final title in 2003.

“She loves to train. 
She loves to race,” 
Magoto said. “Just 
another opportunity 
as a junior. She’s in a 
really good situation 
to see how fast she can See MINSTER | 11
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Tigers volleyball expectations still high

By Greg Billing
For the Sidney Daily News

JACKSON CENTER — The 
recent past has been good to 
Jackson Center’s volleyball team, 
most notably state champion-
ships in 2015 and 2016 and last 
season’s run to the Division IV 
regional semifinals.

It’s fun to reminisce about 
those accomplishments. But 
Jackson Center coach Kim Metz 
stresses to her team it won’t 
help her Tigers on the court this 
season, especially a team with 
a mix of veteran leadership and 
young up-and-comers.

Jackson Center finished 18-9 
overall last season and 8-4 in the 
Shelby County Athletic League, 
good for fourth. Anna (10-2) 
won the SCAL with Russia and 
Fort Loramie (9-3) tying for 
second.

“The competition was great 
last year. It could have gone 
either way for any four of us,” 
said Metz, whose team split 
with Jackson Center and Rus-
sia and lost both league games 
to Anna, including a thrilling 
five-set loss the second meet-
ing. “That was kind of fun. … 
You’d like to walk away with 
everything but that’s not going 
to improve or enhance your 
competitive edge as you move 
toward the (postseason). I think 
it’ll be a similar situation this 
year. I know we’re certainly hop-
ing to be in the mix.”

Jackson Center enters with 
the reigning SCAL player of the 
year in senior Raquel Kessler. 
Kessler led the Tigers in kills 
(495) and blocks (75) and was 
third in both aces (30) and digs 
(259).

“She has received some great 
accolades in her career,” Metz 
said. “You want to keep moving 
forward.”

Senior Caroline Frieders, 
running the setter and outside 
hitting options, led Jackson 
Center in aces (38), was second 
in kills (213) and assists (387) 
and fourth in digs (202). Senior 
libero Katelyn Sosby was the 
team leader in digs (522) and 
fourth in aces (21) and provides 
a spark for the Tigers.

“She’s a fireball,” Metz said of 
Sosby. “She gets mad at herself 
more than anybody. I’m not 
holding her back. She’s on her 
own mission.”

Senior Riley Jackson will play 
multiple roles.

Juniors Elizabeth Hickey 
(third with 124 kills) and Megan 
Argabright will again be on the 
front line.

“We’ve just got a mix of play-
ers across the board of experi-
ence and inexperience,” Metz 
said. “We’ve kind of got a melt-
ing pot of old and new. That’s 
what we’re dealing with.”

Metz has about 24 players on 
the roster this season. That’s 
down from several seasons ago 
when it hit 32. She’s also used to 
having perhaps a few more four-

year varsity starters. But that’s 
fine with Metz. This group is 
again ready to challenge for the 
SCAL title.

“We have discussions all 
the time. I’m not lowering my 
expectations,” Metz said. “I’m 
not going to dummy down the 
system that we’ve worked hard 
to get. Every time I’m in the 
gym I’m still a student of the 
game as well. There are things 
I’m still learning as well. You 
need to continue to be a student 
of life no matter what it is. So 
our expectations don’t change. 
They just don’t change.”

Jackson Center reached the 
D-IV regional semifinals, join-
ing fellow SCAL members Fort 
Loramie and Russia. Anna made 
the D-III regional tournament. 
It was there that Jackson Center 
ran into New Bremen in a three-
set loss (17-25, 14-25, 19-25).

New Bremen’s state title run 
kept the Southwest regional 
streak of 11 straight champion-
ships intact with New Bremen, 
Marion Local (five), Jackson 
Center (two) and Fort Loramie, 
Lehman Catholic and St. Henry 
all winning state.

“There are an awful lot of 
farm kids out there that have a 
great work ethic,” Metz said of 
the competition from both the 
SCAL and Midwest Athletic 
Conference. “And then you’ve 
got a great parent base that may 
have high expectations, but their 
belief in God and making the 
most of every moment of the 
day makes our area an amazing 
place to be.

“This is what you want. The 
kids work hard and bust their 
rear ends all year long. We want 
to move on to what’s next.”

Boys soccer
Jackson Center tied for sec-

ond in the Western Ohio Soccer 
League last year and is aiming 
to finish high again this year.

It’s the fifth season for soccer 
at Jackson Center and the first 
for coach Jason Huber, who was 
an assistant last year. The Tigers 
lose seven players from last sea-
son’s 8-5-3 campaign but have 
six returning starters.

“We’re enthusiastic about the 
number of kids involved in the 
program,” Huber said. “… We’re 
looking forward to watch our 
large freshmen class join the 
program with 17 returning play-
ers from previous years. These 
numbers will create some flex-
ibility in our program and allow 
us to prepare for different styles 
of soccer within the year.”

Senior defender Sean March 
leads the group of returning 
starters. Huber said March will 
play a pivotal role in the defen-
sive line.

Other returning letterwinners 
are junior midfielders Garrett 
Heitkamp and Clay Akers, soph-
omore forward Bryce Carter and 
sophomore defender Cameron 
Ross. Junior goalkeeper Jerron 
Reese is also a returning letter-

winner.
“They will be a key part to our 

success this season,” Huber said.
Two key newcomers are junior 

forward Trevor Sosby and junior 
midfielder/wing Jaden Rice. 
Huber said both will be starters.

Eleven freshman will also join 
the team.

“All of our newcomers have 
experience playing soccer 
through their youth in one 
fashion or another,” Huber said. 
“They are also bringing passion 
and energy to the game.”

The Tigers finished 6-0-3 in 
WOSL play last year, and Huber 
said the squad will be com-
petitive in league play again. He 
identified Botkins and Lehman 
Catholic as other top area teams.

Boys cross country
Jackson Center’s cross coun-

try team is mostly made of 
underclassmen, and coach SJ 
Hoover said the team is focusing 
on building endurance.

“We hope to see some break-
out performances this season,” 
Hoover, who is entering his 
22nd season, said.

Returning letterwinners 
include senior TJ Esser, junior 
Christopher Elchert and 
sophomores Elisha Burch, Grant 
Lowry and Andrew Lampy. 
Elchert had the best time of the 
returnees last season with 17:54.

“Christopher Elchert will 
probably be our team leader in 
most competitions,” Hoover 
said. “He has a good work ethic 
and a drive to improve on his 
performances.”

Three key newcomers are 
freshmen Micah Russell, Xavier 
Esser and Ethan Pohlschneider.

“Micah Russell has shown 
some early promise in the first 
week of the season,” Hoover 
said. “Ethan Pohlschenider and 
Xavier Esser had good junior 
high seasons and have grown 
since last year in their abilities.”

The Tiger finished fifth in the 
SCAL race last year. Hoover 
said the team’s goal is to have a 
competitive season and have a 
higher finish in the league meet.

Girls cross country
Jackson Center has five run-

ners, four of which are sopho-

mores.
“We have a close knit group 

of girls who enjoy running and 
are interested in improving their 
performances,” Hoover said.

Senior Deanna Lowry is the 
team’s top returning runner. Her 
best time a year ago was 23:09.

“She is a former track athlete 
who has decided to take on the 
challenge of cross country,” 
Hoover said of Lowry. “Last 
year was her first year of cross 
country, and she is looking for-
ward to improving this year.”

Other returning letterwinners 
are sophomores Ariana Gross, 
Jesci Baum and Jasci Baum. 
Sophomore Lennon Wise is a 
newcomer.

“Lennon Wise ran track last 
year,” Hoover said. “Her deci-
sion to run cross country allows 
our school to field a full girls 
team.”

Hoover said the team’s goal is 
to compete at the SCAL meet.

Boys golf
The Tigers were 10-4 last year 

and finished third in the Shelby 
County Athletic League. With 
most of the top returning golfers 
back this year, longtime coach 
Dave King expects the squad to 
be among the SCAL’s best again.

“We lost some good scoring 
with our graduating seniors. 
However, we have some indi-
viduals back that should improve 
and pick up the scoring,” King 
said. “We also have some young 
freshmen that should get playing 
time.”

Seniors Trent Platfoot and TJ 
Esser return as well as juniors 
Christopher Elchert, Jordan 
Rizzo and Garrett Prenger. Plat-
foot was an honorable mention 
SCAL selection last year and 
had an average score of 46.9. 
Elchert averaged 47 and Esser 
averaged 47.8.

“Trent, TJ, Christopher and 
Jordan all need to be consistent 
with their whole game,” King 
said. “Garrett has worked hard 
to improve his game.”

Five freshman are entering the 
program: Carson Regula, Ryan 
Sailor, AJ Butler, Ross Ludwig 
and Ethan Pohlschneider.

“I like so far what I’m seeing 
from Carson Regula and Ryan 

Sailor,” King said. “They most 
definitely will be battling for 
some playing time. They both 
have decent skills. I won’t be 
afraid to use them.”

King also expects Fort 
Loramie and Anna to be strong 
and for Botkins senior Nick Fis-
chio to repeat as SCAL player of 
the year.

King is entering his 11th year 
at Jackson Center. He previously 
coached at Sidney for 15 years.

JACKSON CENTER
2018 VOLLEYBALL SCHEDULE

8/21  A  5:30 p.m.  Marion Local
8/23  A  5:30 p.m.  Russia
8/25  H  10 a.m.  Lehman Catholic
8/28  H  5:30 p.m.  Houston
9/01  H  10 a.m.  New Bremen
9/04  A  5:30 p.m.  Fort Loramie
9/06  H  5:30 p.m.  Anna
9/11  A  5:30 p.m.  Botkins
9/13  H  5:30 p.m.  Fairlawn
9/15  H  10 a.m.  Lima Central Catholic
9/18  H  5:30 p.m.  Russia
9/20  A  5:30 p.m.  Houston
9/22  A  10 a.m.  Riverside
9/24  H  5:30 p.m.  New Knoxville
9/27  H  5:30 p.m.  Fort Loramie
9/29  H  10 a.m.  Urbana
10/2  A  5:30 p.m.  Anna
10/4  H  5:30 p.m.  Botkins
10/6  H  5:30 p.m.  Versailles
10/9  A  5:30 p.m.  Fairlawn

2018 BOYS SOCCER SCHEDULE

8/21  A  6 p.m.  Indian Lake
8/23  A  5 p.m.  Spencerville
8/27  H  5 p.m.  Wapakoneta
8/31  A  5 p.m.  Botkins
9/04  H  5 p.m.  Calvary Christian
9/06 H  5 p.m.  Allen East
9/08  H  11 a.m.  Newton
9/13  H  5 p.m.  Benjamin Logan
9/18  A  7 p.m.  West Liberty-Salem
9/20  H  5 p.m.  Lima Central Catholic
9/27  A  5 p.m.  Lehman Catholic
10/4  H  5 p.m.  Temple Christian
10/6  A  10:30 a.m.  Catholic Central
10/9  H  5 p.m.  Fairlawn
10/11  A  5 p.m.  New Knoxville

2018 CROSS COUNTRY SCHEDULE

8/21  A  5 p.m.  Shelby County preview at 
   Russia
8/25  A  9 a.m.  Schul Invite at Milton-
   Union
9/08  A  9 a.m.  Spencerville Invite
9/15  A  10 a.m.  Graham Invite
9/22  A  9 a.m.  West Liberty-Salem
9/29 A  10 a.m.  Botkins Best in West
10/6  A  9 a.m.  Coldwater Lions Invite
10/13  A  10 a.m.  SCAL champ at Russia

2018 BOYS GOLF SCHEDULE

8/06 A  11 a.m.  SCAL preview
8/07  A  8:30 a.m.  Cardinal Invite
8/10  H  9 a.m.  Riverside
8/13  A  9 a.m.  Waynesfield-Goshen
8/16  A  4 p.m.  Russia
8/20  A  4 p.m.  Fort Loramie
8/21  H  4 p.m.  Houston
8/23  A  4:30 p.m.  Riverside
8/27  A  4 p.m.  Sidney/Anna/JC
8/30  H  4 p.m.  Anna
8/31  H  4 p.m.  New Knoxville
9/04  A  4 p.m.  Botkins
9/06  H  4 p.m.  Fairlawn
9/11  A  4 p.m.  Houston
9/13  A  9 a.m.  SCAL tournament
9/17  H  4 p.m.  Waynesfield-Goshen

Luke Gronneberg | Sidney Daily News
Jackson Center’s Elizabeth Hickey, center, spikes the ball over two Mechanicsburg players during a Division IV sectional 
game on Oct. 18, 2017 at the Trojan Activities Center in Troy. Hickey is one of five returning starters for the Tigers, which 
have won 11 consecutive district titles.

the team’s No. 2 runner 
last year, while senior 
Jon Albers was the No. 
3. Senior Aaron Huwer 
and junior Austin Felice 
are two-year letterwin-
ners, while junior Jacob 
Salazar earned his first 
letter last year.

“We lost three great 
leaders to graduation 
(Carter Pohl, Ryan 
Cavanaugh and Andrew 
Broering) from last 
year’s team, with them 
we also lost a lot of our 
leadership,” Minster 
coach Larry Topp said. 
The seniors are now 
accepting their new 
rolls as leaders and 
the team is starting to 
work hard toward their 
goals.”

Barga and Albers 

ranked fourth and fifth, 
respectively, in the 
MAC last season.

Another key returnee 
is sophomore Brocke 
Schulte, who ran last 
year as a freshman but 
did not letter. Sopho-
mores Joel Berelsman 
and Mathew Droesch 
are key newcomers, 
as is freshman Alex 
Albers, who ranked first 
among league athletes 
as an eighth grader.

“The boys are looking 
to build on the success 
from last year’s season,” 
Topp said. “The team 
has high expectations 
for this season and with 
the hard work that they 
have been putting in, 
they just might reach 
their goals. There will 
be many obstacles in 
their way but we hope 
to see them through to 
the team’s goals.”

Jackson Center soccer 
aiming for WOSL title

Minster
From page 10
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Topp, who is entering 
his 33rd year at Min-
ster, said the MAC title 
race should be close.

“As always, this 
year’s league looks to 
very competitive with 
Parkway, St. Henry 
and Versailles looking 
to be at the top of the 
league and Parkway is 
the early favorite, with 
a big chunk of their 
roster returning,” Topp 
said. “We will be work-
ing hard and hope to 
overcome the losses to 
graduation to be in the 
league mix this year, 
but it looks to be a dog-
fight again.”

Boys golf
No information sub-

mitted.

Girls golf
No information sub-

mitted.

Freelance writer Greg Billing 
contributed to this article.

2018 VOLLEYBALL SCHEDULE

8/21  H  5:30 p.m.  Fort Loramie
8/23  H  5:30 p.m.  Houston
8/25  A  10 a.m.  Sidney
8/30  A  5:30 p.m.  Delphos St. 
   John’s
9/01  A  9 a.m.  Lehman Catholic
9/06  A  5:30 p.m.  Fort Recovery
9/08  A  10:30 a.m.  Celina
9/11  A  5:30 p.m.  St. Marys
9/13  H  5:30 p.m.  Coldwater
9/18  A  5:30 p.m.  Marion Local
9/20  H  5:30 p.m.  New Bremen
9/22  H  9 a.m.  Minster Invite
9/24  A  5:30 p.m.  Mississinawa 
   Valley
9/27  A  5:30 p.m.  Versailles
10/4  A  5:30 p.m.  New Knoxville
10/9  H  5:30 p.m.  St. Henry
10/11  H  5:30 p.m.  Parkway

2018 CROSS COUNTRY SCHEDULE

8/25  A  9 a.m.  Schul Invite at
    Milton-Union
9/01  A  9 a.m.  Columbus Grove
9/08  A  8:30 a.m.  Tiffin Carnival
9/15  A  8:30 a.m.  Eaton
9/18  H  4:30 p.m.  Minster Classic
9/22  A  5 p.m.  Centerville
10/6  A  9 a.m.  Coldwater Lions 
   Invite
10/13  A  9 a.m.  MAC race at 
   Coldwater

2018 BOYS GOLF SCHEDULE

8/07  A  8:30 a.m.  Cardinal Invite
8/08  H  9 a.m.  Auglaize County 
   Invite
8/09  A  4 p.m.  Russia

8/13  A  4 p.m.  Delphos St. 
   John’s
8/14  H  4 p.m.  Anna
8/16  A  4 p.m.  Fort Recovery
8/20  H  4 p.m.  Coldwater
8/23  A  4 p.m.  Maron Local
8/27  H  4 p.m.  New Bremen
8/30  A  4 p.m.  Versailles
9/01  A  8:30 a.m.  Versailles
9/04  A  4 p.m.  Lima Central 
   Catholic
9/06  A  4 p.m.  New Knoxville
9/10  H  4 p.m.  St. Henry
9/13  H  4 p.m.  Parkway
9/15  A  8:30 a.m.  Jordan Moeller 
   Invite
9/17  H  4 p.m.  Fairlawn/Lehman
9/20  A  4 p.m.  Botkins
9/22  H  9 a.m.  MAC tournament

2018 GIRLS GOLF SCHEDULE

8/06  H  9 a.m.  Wapakoneta
8/07  H  4 p.m.  Anna
8/09  A  8:30 a.m.  Versailles

8/10  H  9 a.m.  Fort Loramie
8/13  H  4 p.m.  Delphos St. 
   John’s
8/14  H  9 a.m.  Allen East
8/15  A  10 a.m.  Fort Recovery
8/20  A  4 p.m.  Coldwater
8/23  H  4 p.m.  Marion Local
8/27  A  4 p.m.  New Bremen
8/28  A  4:30 p.m.  Allen East
8/30  H  4 p.m.  Versailles
9/04  A  4:30 p.m.  Arcanum
9/06  A  5:30 p.m.  Anna
9/10  A  4 p.m.  St. Henry
9/13  H  4 p.m.  Parkway
9/17  A  4:30 p.m.  Riverside
9/18  H  4 p.m.  Lincolnview
9/22  A  9 a.m.  MAC tournament
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to improve this year. I 
think Collin is going to 
be a huge part of this 
team for the next three 
years. Nathan Stangel 
is our only senior this 
year and is playing the 
part of team leader 
correctly. He is always 
supporting our younger 
players and is always 
setting a good example 
for his teammates on 
the course.”

Juniors Jon Steiner, 
Adam Winner and Josh 
Langenkamp are the 
team’s other returning 
letterwinners. Sopho-
more Cody Selanders 
was a junior varsity 
player, and Fridley said 
he expects him and the 
other returning letter-
winners to see signifi-
cant playing time.

Fridley said the 
future of the program 
looks good. Aside from 
the high school teams, 
Houston has nine 
returning golfers in its 
middle school program, 
and Fridley said he’s 
excited to see how they 
and elementary school 
students are taking up 
the sport.

Reach Bryant Billing at 937-538-
4818, or follow @SidneyOHSports 
on Twitter and @BryantBillingSDN 
on Facebook.

OH-70071215

www.buckeyefordsidney.com
Remember, don’t buy until you try Buckeye!

2343 W. Michigan Ave., 
Sidney, Ohio 45365

Conveniently located 1/2 mile 
west of I 75, exit 92
(937) 498-4014 

Fax (937) 498-1518

Houston cross country hoping for trip to state
Wildcats volleyball squad returns 5 starters, wants better SCAL record
By Bryant Billing
bbilling@sidneydailynews.com

HOUSTON — Hous-
ton has one of the most 
experienced groups of 
all Shelby County Ath-
letic League volleyball 
teams and is looking to 
be more competitive in 
league play this year.

The Wildcats lost 
11 out of their last 13 
regular season matches 
in 2017 to drop to 5-18 
but won two sectional 
contests. Though they 
lost to Fort Loramie 
in a sectional final, 
third-year coach Misty 
Gibson is hoping five 
returning starters can 
carry the late season 
momentum into 2018.

“We had a lot of inju-
ries during the season, 
and that made it tough 
to battle through,” Gib-
son said. “Hopefully 
we don’t have to battle 
through that again this 
year. We have a lot of 
experience coming back 
with girls that have 
been playing since they 
were sophomores.”

Senior setter Alyssa 
Kemp, senior right side 
Hayden Riesenbeck, 
senior defensive spe-
cialist Hannah Bixler, 
senior libero Olivia 
Bowser and junior 
outside hitter Allisen 
Foster are the returning 
starters. Senior defen-
sive specialist Katelynn 
Garber is a returning 
letterwinner.

“I think they’ve 
learned how to work 
better together,” Gibson 
said. “I think we have 
a better dynamic this 
year. I think that experi-
ence is really going to 
help us this year. We’ve 
got that leadership we 
need.”

Kemp led the squad 
with a school-record 
504 assists last year 
and had 196 digs. Kemp 
is 189 assists short of 
the program’s career 
assists record. She also 
set the program’s serv-
ing percentage record 
as a sophomore.

“I could see her leav-
ing with three records, 

and that in itself is 
pretty impressive,” 
Gibson said. “She runs 
that offense well for 
us. She’s been a starter 
since her sophomore 
year and has familiarity 
with her hitters.”

Riesenbeck had 92 
kills, while Bowser had 
291 digs and Bixler had 
184 digs. Bixler missed 
part of last season after 
breaking a few toes.

“These girls know 
what to expect playing 
competitive schools in 
our league,” Gibson 
said. “With that in 
mind, they are moti-
vated and disciplined 
to competitive in the 
SCAL.”

Junior Mackenzie 
Wenrick transferred 
from Russia and will 
join the team this year. 
Sophomore Catryn 
Mohler is also a key 
newcomer according to 
Gibson.

“Catryn Mohler is a 
smart, aggressive out-
side hitter who is not 
afraid to put the ball 
away,” Gibson said. 
“Kenzie Wenrick will be 
that all-around player 
we need.”

Boys cross country
Houston qualified for 

the Division III state 
meet last season and 
finished second in the 
SCAL last year. With 
several returnees, the 
Wildcats have high 
expectations for 2018.

Graduating off the 
state qualifying team 
were Parker Cox, Dako-
ta Francis and James 
DiLullo.

Seniors Ethan Knouff, 
Tristin Freistuhler and 
Jacob Slater are return-
ing letterwinners along 
with juniors Joseph 
Earl, Patrick Meiring, 
Blake Jacobs and West-
ley Jester. Sophomore 
Brandon Pollock is also 
a returning letterwin-
ner.

Ron Boeke, Bill McK-
inney and Tyler Roeth 
return to coach.

“Our returning var-
sity runners have state 

meet experience from 
last year, have worked 
hard this summer and 
really want to improve,” 
McKinney said. “We 
have a lot of incoming 
freshmen and a few 
upperclass newcomers 
as well that will provide 
depth for us and hope-
fully fill in those varsity 
roles.

“As long as we con-
tinue to work hard, 
develop our potential 
and can stay healthy as 
a team, we expect to 
compete well in our reg-
ular season meets and 
run well in the league 
and postseason meets.”

McKinney said he 
expects the race for the 
SCAL title to be tough.

“Defending league 
champion Fort Loramie 
is a heavy favorite,” 
McKinney said. “But 
Russia, Botkins and 
Anna should be strong 
again this year with a 
lot of incoming new 
talent. We once again 
expect to be competi-
tive in the league.”

Girls cross country
Boeke, McKinney 

and Roeth return as the 
girls coaches as well.

Graduating off last 
year’s team was Morgan 
Ely.

Returning letterwin-
ners include senior 
state qualifier Allie 
Voisard, senior Addie 
White and sophomores 
Danielle Stephenson, 
Andrea Mantor and 
Kierstyn Oberdorf.

“We have 10 girls out 
for the team this year, 
so we hope those num-
bers will give our team 
good depth,” McKinney 
said. “If we can stay 
healthy, work hard and 
reach our potential, 
we have a chance to 
have another successful 
season throughout the 
year and into the post-
season.”

McKinney expects 
the SCAL will be strong 
again.

“Fort Loramie should 
be the favorites in the 
league,” McKinney 

said. “Russia, Botkins 
and Anna should field 
good teams as well. 
We hope to improve on 
upon our fourth place 
finish from last year 
and close the gap on 
the top teams.”

Boys golf
Houston struggled 

through SCAL play last 
year but will look for 
improvement with 13 
returning players.

The Wildcats, which 
were sixth in the league 
in 2017, have seven let-
terwinners back from 
last season’s team and 
six junior varsity play-
ers.

“We are in the pro-
cess of building our 
team from when I took 
over two years ago,” 
coach Nate Fridley said. 
“Our scores will con-
tinue to improve as our 
beginning golfers learn 
the game each year.”

Junior Cole Pitchford 
is the team’s top return-
ee. He shot a 41 during 
a match against Lehm-
an Catholic on Aug. 9, 
which is the school’s 
lowest nine-hole score 
in the last five years.

“Cole Pitchford is 
coming into his own 
on our team and is fit-
ting right into the No. 
1 position,” Fridley 
said. “He has worked 
extremely hard this 
summer and has con-
tinued to improve his 
game.”

Junior Tyler Kies, 
sophomore Collin Walk-
er and senior Nathan 
Stangel are the team’s 
other top golfers.

“Tyler Kies continues 
to show growth during 
his second year of play-
ing golf,” Fridley said. 
“Tyler just picked up 
the game last June and 
has shown a deep inter-
est in improving. Right 
now, Tyler has worked 
his way into our No. 2 
man position and has 
continued to earn his 
spot each match.
“Collin Walker was our 
standout freshman last 
year and is continuing 

Luke Gronneberg | Sidney Daily News
Houston’s Ethan Knouff runs during the Division III regional 
race in Troy on Oct. 28, 2017. Knouff is one of eight returning 
letterwinners for the Wildcats, which qualified for the state 
meet last year and finished second in the Shelby County Athletic 
League.

HOUSTON
2018 VOLLEYBALL SCHEDULE

8/20  A  5:30 p.m.  Ansonia
8/21  H  5:30 p.m.  New Knoxville
8/23  A  5:30 p.m.  Minster
8/27  H  5:30 p.m.  Arcanum
8/28  A  5:30 p.m.  Jackson Center
8/30  H  5:30 p.m.  Fort Loramie
9/04  A  5:30 p.m.  Anna
9/06  H  5:30 p.m.  Botkins
9/08  H  10 a.m.  Bradford
9/11  A  5:30 p.m.  Fairlawn
9/13  H  5:30 p.m.  Russia
9/15  A  10 a.m.  Sidney
9/20  H  5:30 p.m.  Jackson Center
9/25  A  5:30 p.m.  Fort Loramie
9/27  H  5:30 p.m.  Anna
9/29  H  10 a.m.  Riverside
10/2  A  5:30 p.m.  Botkins
10/4  H  5:30 p.m.  Fairlawn
10/8  H  5:30 p.m.  Franklin-Monroe
10/9  A  5:30 p.m.  Russia

2018 CROSS COUNTRY SCHEDULE

8/21  A  5 p.m. Shelby County 
   preview at 
   Russia
8/25  A  9 a.m.  Schul Invite at 
   Milton-Union
9/01  A  8 a.m.  Greenville Treaty 
   Invite
9/08  A  9 a.m.  Spencerville 
   Invite
9/11  A  4:30 p.m.  Fort Loramie 
   Invite
9/15  A  12 p.m.  Cedarville 
   Friendship Invite
9/22  A  5 p.m.  Centerville
9/29  A  9 a.m.  Botkins Best in 
   West
10/6  A  10 a.m.  Anna Invite
10/13  A  10 a.m.  SCAL champ at 
   Russia

2018 BOYS GOLF SCHEDULE 

8/06  A  11 a.m.  SCAL preview
8/07  A  8:30 a.m.  Cardinal Invite
8/10  H  9 a.m.  Lehman Catholic
8/13  H  10 a.m.  Fort Recovery
8/14  A  4 p.m.  New Knoxville
8/17  H  4 p.m.  Fairlawn
8/21  H  4 p.m.  Jackson Center
8/23  H  4 p.m.  Fort Loramie
8/24  H  4 p.m.  Lehman Catholic
8/27  H  4 p.m.  Sidney/Anna/JC
8/28  H  4 p.m.  Anna
8/30  H  4 p.m.  Botkins
9/04  H  4 p.m.  Fairlawn
9/06  H  4 p.m.  Russia
9/10  H  4 p.m.  Fairlawn
9/11  H  4 p.m.  Jackson Center
9/13  A  9 a.m.  SCAL 
   tournament
9/18  H  4 p.m.  Lehman Catholic
9/20  A  4:30 p.m.  St. Henry

Redskins
From page 7

It’s going to be just like 
last year. Whose it going 
to be? … As much as we 
battle it out I think all 
(the coaches) enjoy it. 
That’s why we’re doing 
it.”

Boys cross country
Fort Loramie qualified 

for its third consecu-
tive Div. III state cross 
country meet last season 
after winning the Troy 
D-III regional meet. But 
the Redskins finished 
seventh in the state meet 
— far below their expec-
tations after winning the 
title in 2016.

Coach Dennis Prenger 
said the disappoint-

ing end has fueled the 
squad’s offseason train-
ing and motivated them 
to aim for gold this sea-
son. With two of Ohio’s 
best D-III runners back, a 
state title could be within 
the squad’s grasp.

The Redskins return 
five letterwinners from 
last year’s squad, includ-
ing seniors Joe Ballas 
and Jake Rethman. Ballas 
was first team all-Ohio 
last year and won the 
regional race in 16:19. 
Rethman was second in 
the regional in 16:23.

“I like to think we have 
one of the best one-two 
punches in the state in 
Jake Rethman and Joe 
Ballas,” Prenger said.

Other returnees 
include senior Gavin 
Schulze, junior Jordan 
Drees and junior Evan 

Luthman.
“We will look to Gavin 

Schulze to build upon a 
strong junior season,” 
Prenger said. “… Jordan 
Drees is definitely a 
runner that I have high 
expectations for. If he 
meets my goals, it will 
go a long way towards us 
getting back to (state). 
Junior Evan Luthman has 
had a great start to prac-
tice and looks determined 
to claim a varsity spot.”

Senior Charles Wray 
will join the varsity 
squad, and Prenger said 
he hopes Wray will have a 
breakout season.

The rest of the pro-
gram’s roster is made 
of juniors Nathan Hess, 
James Keller and Kaden 
Mescher along with soph-
omore Jason Chaney and 
freshmen Evan Eilerman, 
Colin Gasson, Colten 
Gasson, Trey Ranly and 
Isaiah Scheer. The fresh-
men helped the Redskins’ 
junior high squad finish 
second in the SCAL race 
last year.

“We will look to several 
talented freshmen this 
year to step up and fill 
vacancies,” Prenger said. 
“If that happens, we will 
be a pretty good team.”

Prenger expects a 
tough fight for the SCAL 
title this year.

“Several Shelby County 
League teams have quali-
fied for the state meet 
the last four seasons,” 

Prenger said. “We’ve 
established new team 
goals and the boys know 
it will take a concerted 
effort by all runners to 
achieve those goals.”

Girls cross country
The Redskins will look 

for another trip to state 
after finishing fourth in 
Div. III last year. They 
return all runners from 
last year’s team and will 
aim to win the title this 
year.

“We are extremely 
excited about the future 
as the freshman class that 
is being added to a core 
of talented runners and 
can help us build around 
this season and into the 
future,” Prenger said.

Leading Fort Loramie’s 
returning letterwinners is 
junior Danielle Berning, 
who finished 27th in the 
state meet last year with 
a time of 19:43.

Also back are senior 
Erin Chaney, juniors 
Paige Rethman and Han-
nah Siegel and sopho-
mores Dani Eilerman, 
Caitlyn Gasson, Clara 
Gephart, Corynn Heit-
kamp, Angel Rodriguez 
and Maddie Simon.

The rest of Fort 
Loramie’s roster is made 
of sophomores Reece 
Boerger, Claire Chaney, 
Ellie Holthaus, Kelsi 
Holthaus, Jada Mescher 
and Hailey Sherman 
along with freshmen Elsie 

Beresik, Olivia Borchers, 
Anna Detrick, Kaitlyn 
Grillot, Claire Rethman 
and Elizabeth Shatto.

The Redskins’ fresh-
man helped the middle 
school squad finish first 
in the SCAL race last 
season.

“We will look to our 
incoming freshmen to 
add depth and competi-
tion,” Prenger said. “Our 
practices and meets will 
be a battle for anyone 
with a goal of making our 
postseason travel team. 
As a team, we look to 
improve upon last sea-
son’s success.”

With many other SCAL 
teams returning their top 
runners, Prenger said he 
looks for the league race 
to be competitive.

Boys golf
Fort Loramie is hoping 

to compete for the SCAL 
title this year with three 
of its top four golfers 
returning from last sea-
son’s squad, which won 
the league with an 11-1 
record.

Junior Zach Pleiman 
led the squad with a 
41.67 average last year. 
Seniors Mitchell Puthoff 
(42.63) and Eli Rosengar-
ten (44.87) also return.

“The trio that returns 
from last year’s team will 
give us a very strong 
foundation as a team,” 
coach Brad Turner said. 
“Mitchell, Eli, and Zach 

all have two varsity sea-
sons under their belt, so 
with them we have a lot 
of experience and their 
scores will set the tone 
for us.”

The Redskins are 
unexpectedly looking for 
a fourth golfer. Senior 
Jared Middendorf was 
expected to fill that role 
but he injured his back 
over the summer and 
won’t be able to play with 
the team.

“This is a blow to our 
team,” Turner said of los-
ing Middendorf. “… For 
us to be competitive as a 
team, we’re going to need 
to find that consistent 
fourth score, and we’re 
hoping that among the 
newcomers one or two 
or even three guys will 
emerge as dependable 
varsity golfers.”

A group of five sopho-
mores will look to fill that 
role: Devin Ratermann, 
Caleb Meyer, Carson Bar-
horst, Trevor Middendorf 
and Alex Knouff.

“They all got some 
valuable time in playing 
some JV matches last 
year, but we’ll be rely-
ing on them to make the 
jump into varsity and 
have an impact on this 
team from the get-go,” 
Turner said.

Fort Loramie finished 
second in its sectional 
tournament a year ago 

See REDSKINS | 13
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Botkins runners want to continue success

By Bryant Billing
bbilling@sidneydailynews.com

BOTKINS — Botkins’ 
volleyball team struggled 
through an injury-plagued 
season last year. The 
Trojans started off 3-3 
but lost seven of their 
next nine and eventually 
finished 7-16 after a first-
round sectional loss to 
Houston.

Though the injuries 
derailed last season’s 
hopes, they’re adding to 
this season. The Trojans 
return eight letterwinners 
— some of which got 
unexpected playing time 
last year — and are hop-
ing for an improved year.

“We have a large senior 
class and are really look-
ing for them to lead us 
this season,” coach Bryan 
Trego said. “A lot of these 
girls were thrown into 
varsity roles last season 
that they may not have 
been ready for. The ben-
efit of that is they feel 
comfortable this year.”

Botkins loses all-Shelby 
County Athletic League 
hitter Danielle Schwartz 
to graduation but returns 
four of its next five kills 
leader.

Senior middle hitter 
Janell Greve is the team’s 
returning kills leader (60) 
and led the team with 33 
blocks last year. Senior 
setter/right side Brielle 
Boroff, senior setter/
right side Belle Ewry, 
and sophomore outside 
hitter Paige Doseck had 
between 44 and 50 kills a 
year ago.

Boroff was second on 
the team with 30 aces, 
while Doseck was second 
on the squad with 228 
digs. Ewry, Boroff and 
Greve also had over 100 
digs each.

“Another benefit we 
have is that most of our 
players can play multiple 
positions,” Trego said. 
“We are not as big as we 
have been in the past, but 
we are more athletic.”

Rounding out the 
returning letterwinners 
are sophomore outside 
hitter Meg Russell, senior 
defensive specialist Kya 
Skinner, senior middle 
hitter Elizabeth Will and 
sophomore defensive 
specialist Emma Ewry. 
Junior outside hitter 
Emma McName is a key 
newcomer.

“This year’s team has 
worked hard in the off-
season and has a strong 

drive and determination 
to be good,” Trego said. 
“They are fun to coach 
and are willing to work 
hard. With only eight 
girls on varsity, we have 
really focused on condi-
tioning and we expect all 
our players to contribute. 
Which players will start 
has yet to be deter-
mined.”

Trego is entering 
his 14th season as the 
school’s coach. He has a 
123-174 career record.

Boys soccer
Botkins will look to 

defend its Western Ohio 
Soccer League title with 
a majority of last season’s 
squad returning.

The Trojans were 11-4-
3 and finished first in 
the WOSL with a 7-1-1 
record. They have 10 
returning letterwinners 
and five newcomers that 
should contribute to var-
sity.

“We are looking for-
ward to another strong 
season and for contend-
ing for another WOSL 
title,” coach Kevin Lynch 
said. “We are still on the 
young side with only one 
returning senior, but the 
sophomore class got a 
lot of playing time last 
season.

“If we work hard and 
continue to improve over 
the year, we should enjoy 
another successful sea-
son.”

Botkins has two first 
team all-WOSL players 
back in senior defender 
Cody Meyer and sopho-
more midfielder Nathan 
Schneider and two sec-
ond team players back 
in sophomore midfielder 
Zane Paul and sopho-
more goalkeeper Conner 
Smock.

Paul led Botkins with 
13 goals last season, 
while Schneider and 
sophomore forward Dal-
ton Lane each scored six. 
Smock, who is in his first 
season as keeper, scored 
five goals a year ago.

Other returning letter-
winners for Botkins are 
junior midfielder Travis 
Barhorst, junior defender 
Dem Butcher, junior 
midfielder Andrew Mon-
nin, sophomore defender 
Denton Homan and 
sophomore midfielder 
Zack Ware.

Five freshmen are key 
newcomers: forward Xavi-
er Monnin, forward Nate 
Guckes, midfielder Isaac 

Cisco, defender Devan 
Manger and forward 
Brendon Thompson.

Lynch is entering his 
13th year as coach. He 
has a 134-62-20 career 
record.

Girls soccer
No information submit-

ted.

Boys cross country
The Trojans may be 

without Austin Fullen-
kamp, but they’re looking 
keep up their recent suc-
cess with a strong incom-
ing freshman class.

Fullenkamp qualified 
for state last year and 
was one of the program’s 
top runners the last four 
years. Though he’s gradu-
ated and is now running 
at Wright State, Botkins 
returns six letterwinners. 
The returnees are deter-
mined to show what they 
can accomplish according 
to 11th-year coach Ryan 
Gutman.

“This is definitely an 
exciting time for Botkins 
cross country,” Gutman 
said. “We have a young, 
determined team back. 
We will be very competi-
tive this year. Our focus 
will be showing improve-
ment at every practice, 
every meet. These guys 
will be ready to go.”

Returning letterwinners 
include junior Elliot Gou-
beaux and sophomores 
Donovan Brown, Ethan 
Aufderhaar, Alan Ful-
lenkamp, RJ Poeppelman 
and Brock Rogers.

Alan Fullenkamp is 
the team’s top returning 

racer. He finished 12th 
in the SCAL race last 
year in 17:52. Brown and 
Goubeaux’s best times 
were both a little over 18 
minutes.

“Our returners are hard 
workers and ready to be 
leaders,” Gutman said. 
“… They are a dedicated 
bunch, and their results 
will be a testament to 
that.”

Freshman Collin Wat-
terson, Shane Weather-
head, Cole Steinke and 
Jameson Meyer are key 
newcomers. They helped 
Botkins’ junior high team 
finish first in the SCAL 
middle school race last 
year. Watterson led the 
pack in the 3,200-meter 
race in 11:08.

“All of the freshman 
were part of a team that 
went 135-0 last year in 
junior high,” Gutman 
said. “They have expe-
rienced success and are 
ready to take on the 5K 
challenge.”

Botkins finished third 
in the SCAL race last 
year.

Girls cross country
Botkins returns two 

athletes with experience 
at state meets. With a 
host of other returnees 
off a team that finished 
eighth in the Division III 
regional race a year ago, 
Gutman thinks the squad 
can compete for a state 
berth this year.

Sophomore Emma Koe-
nig earned a state berth 
last year after finishing 
14th in the regional race 
in 20:40. She brought her 

time down to 20:31 in the 
state meet.

Also back is senior 
Adriana Jutte, who com-
peted at the state track 
meet last spring.

Other returning let-
terwinners are sopho-
mores Liza Aslage, Kelsie 
Burmeister, Jill Greve, 
Arica Jutte and Makenna 
Maurer.

“Much like the boys 
team, we return a young, 
determined team,” Gut-
man said. “These girls 
were in the top 10 at the 
regional meet and are 
ready to take the next 
step. They are a group 
who will fight for each 
other, and I’m looking 
forward to seeing what 
they’ll accomplish.”

Freshman Maddie Koe-
nig is a key newcomer. 
Gutman said she won’t 
race at the beginning 
of the season due to an 
injury, but the squad 
will “eagerly await her 
arrival.”

Boys golf
Nick Fischio returns 

to lead Botkins and will 
try to best a phenomenal 
junior season.

Fischio, a senior, had a 
39 nine-hole average last 
year and placed fourth in 
the Division III district 
tournament. He was the 
Southwest Golf Coaches 
Association D-III player 
of the year.

“Nick has played a lot 
of golf this summer and 
is becoming more con-
sistent,” 23rd year head 
coach Brett Meyer said.

As a team, Botkins 
will look to improve after 
finishing last in the SCAL 
a year ago. The Trojans 
have two other letterwin-
ners back and three key 
newcomers that are aver-
aging about 47 to start 
the season.

“We have seen improve-
ment in players from last 
year and have a good 
group of younger play-
ers,” Meyer said. “We 
also have some strong 
golfers on the JV team 
to push for a varsity 
spot. We will be much 
improved this year.”

Senior Anthony Opper-
man and junior Alex 
Bajwa are back. Opper-
man averaged 52 a year 
ago while Bajwa averaged 
53. Bajwa has dropped 
his average by about five 
strokes to start the sea-
son according to Meyer.

Key newcomers include 
freshman Jameson Meyer, 
Isaac Cisco and Jack 
Dietz.

“Our team average has 
dropped by around 25 
strokes for nine holes 

and this is because of our 
newcomers,” Meyer said. 
“Overall, we have a great 
potential to compete this 
year.”

Meyer said the league 
will be tough, but he 
thinks the Trojans will 
be in the mix for the top 
spots.

Reach Bryant Billing at 937-538-
4818, or follow @SidneyOHSports 
on Twitter and @BryantBillingSDN 
on Facebook. 

BOTKINS
2018 VOLLEYBALL SCHEDULE

8/21  H  5:30 p.m.  Temple Christian
8/23  H  5:30 p.m.  Anna
8/25  H  10 a.m.  New Knoxville
8/27  A  5:30 p.m.  New Bremen
8/30  A  5:30 p.m.  Fairlawn
9/04  H  5:30 p.m.  Russia
9/06  A  5:30 p.m.  Houston
9/10  A  5:30 p.m.  Indian Lake
9/11  H  5:30 p.m.  Jackson Center
9/13  A  5:30 p.m.  Fort Loramie
9/15  H  10 a.m.  Waynesfield-
   Goshen/
   Wapakoneta
9/17  A  5:30 p.m.  St. Marys
9/18  A  5:30 p.m.  Anna
9/25  H  5:30 p.m.  Fairlawn
9/27  A  5:30 p.m.  Russia
10/2  H  5:30 p.m.  Houston
10/4  A  5:30 p.m.  Jackson Center
10/9  H  5:30 p.m.  Fort Loramie

2018 GIRLS SOCCER SCHEDULE

8/18  A  10 a.m.  Graham
8/21  H  5 p.m.  Troy Christian
8/25  A  1 p.m.  Indian Lake
8/28  A  7 p.m.  Allen East
8/30  H  5 p.m.  Franklin-Monroe
9/01  A  1 p.m.  St. Marys
9/04  H  5 p.m.  Lehman Catholic
9/06  H  5 p.m.  Delphos St. 
   John’s
9/10  A  5 p.m.  Riverdale
9/13  A  6:30 p.m.  Coldwater
9/15  H  11 a.m.  Urbana
9/20  H  5 p.m.  Anna
9/22  A  3 p.m.  Lima Senior
10/2  A  5 p.m.  Newton
10/4  H  5 p.m.  Spencerville
10/11  A  5:30 p.m.  Lima Central 
   Catholic

2018 CROSS COUNTRY SCHEDULE

8/21  A  5 p.m.  Shelby County 
   preview at Russia
8/25  A  9 a.m.  Schul Invite at 
   Milton-Union
9/01  A  9 a.m.  Columbus Grove
9/08  A  9 a.m.  Spencerville 
   Invite
9/15  A  12 p.m. Cedarville 
   Friendship Invite
9/22  A  10 a.m.  Versailles Tour de 
   Sewer
9/29  H  10 a.m.  Best in the West
10/6  A  10 a.m.  Anna Invite
10/13  A  10 a.m.  SCAL champ at
   Russia

2018 BOYS GOLF SCHEDULE

8/06  A  11 a.m.  SCAL preview
8/07  A  8:30 a.m.  Cardinal Invite
8/09  A  9 a.m.  Turtle Creek
8/13  A  9 a.m.  Waynesfield-
   Goshen
8/14  H  4 p.m.  Anna
8/18  A  9 a.m.  Springbrook
8/21  H  4 p.m.  Lehman Catholic
8/23  A  4 p.m.  Fairlawn
8/24  H  4 p.m.  New Knoxville
8/25  A  8:30 a.m.  Tri-Village
8/28  H  4 p.m.  Russia
8/30  A  4 p.m.  Houston
9/04  A  4 p.m.  Houston
9/06  A  4 p.m.  Fort Loramie
9/08  A  8:30 a.m.  Franklin-Monroe
9/10  H  4 p.m.  Troy Christian
9/11  H  4 p.m.  Indian Lake
9/13  A  9 a.m.  SCAL tournament
9/15  A  8:30 a.m.  Marion Local

2018 BOYS SOCCER SCHEDULE

8/18  A  1 p.m.  Miami East
8/20  H  5 p.m.  Dayton Stivers
8/23  A  7:30 p.m.  Franklin-Monroe
8/28  H  5 p.m.  Allen East
8/31  H  5 p.m.  Jackson Center
9/04  A  5 p.m.  Lehman Catholic
9/07  A  5 p.m.  Temple Christian
9/11  H  5 p.m.  Troy Christian
9/13  H  5 p.m.  Fairlawn
9/18  H  5 p.m.  Corey Rawson
9/20  A  5 p.m.  New Knoxville
9/24  A  5 p.m.  Kalida
10/2  A  7:30 p.m.  Twin Valley South
10/4  A  5 p.m.  Spencerville
10/9  H  5 p.m.  Miami Valley
10/11  H  5 p.m.  Lima Central 
   Catholic

Jason Alig | Sidney Daily News
Botkins sophomore Emma Koenig runs in Best in the West on Sept. 
30, 2017 in Botkins. Koenig, who competed at the state meet last 
year, is one of seven returning letterwinners for the Trojans’ girls 
cross country squad.

Trojans boys soccer squad 
looks to defend WOSL title

Redskins
From page 12

to qualify for districts, 
where it finished seventh.

“We’ve had a decent 
run the past couple of 
seasons with being com-
petitive in the league and 
sectional tournament,” 
Turner said. “I’m expect-
ing that we continue this 
and hopefully be more 
competitive at the district 
level too.”

Turner, who is entering 
his 11th season as Fort 
Loramie’s coach, expects 
Jackson Center and Anna 
to compete for the SCAL 
title as well. He said Bot-
kins’ Nick Fischio is the 
favorite for the league’s 
player of the year.

Turner said other top 
area Division III teams 
are Newton, Twin Valley 
South and Minster.

“Newton has four 
members back from a 
team that finished fifth at 
the district tournament 
last season,” Turner said. 
“… Twin Valley South 

finished one spot behind 
us at the district tour-
nament. They have all 
five of their golfers back 
including Nathan Osborn, 
who won the district tour-
nament last season with a 
71 and advanced to state 
as an individual. Minster 
has all of their players 
back from a season ago. 
They will be a deep team 
where any one of the six 
guys playing can post a 
good score.”

Girls golf
Fort Loramie has four 

returning letterwinners 
off of last year’s team and 
is looking for success in 
its first season of Cross 
County Conference play.

“We are excited to join 
a league this year for 
girls golf and be a part 
of the CCC. Since this is 
our first year playing in 
league play, I don’t know 
how we stack up against 
the rest of the league,” 
coach Kreg Hollenbacher 
said. “It will be a slight 
adjustment, knowing you 
have to put up a score 
each night to compete for 

league honors and acco-
lades.”

If postseason success is 
any indication, the Red-
skins should be among 
the CCC’s top squads. 
Fort Loramie finished 
second in the Division III 
sectional meet last year to 
earn a district berth.

Seniors Amy Eilerman, 
Riley Middendorf, Rylee 
Poeppelman and junior 
Savannah Henning return. 
Eilerman was the team’s 
most valued player last 
year, while Middendorf 
and Poeppelman are 
three-year letterwinners.

Key newcomers include 
sophomore Megan Eil-
erman and freshmen Eva 
Bolin and Rheese Voisard.

“We have had a good 
start, but the season is 
not over and we need 
to improve where we 
are able,” Hollenbacher, 
who’s entering his second 
season, said. “We are for-
tunate in that we have 13 
girls that came out for golf 
this year and are able to 
have a JV team — which 
is great.

“Then our job, between 

our varsity and JV teams, 
is to get each player — 1 
through 13 — to finish 
the year better than when 
they started the season. 
If we can do that, the 
year will be a success and 
any league victories and 
individual accolades that 
occur along the way will 
be a byproduct of that suc-
cess.”

2018 VOLLEYBALL SCHEDULE

8/18  A  9 a.m.  Coldwater
8/21  A  5:30 p.m.  Minster
8/23  A  5:30 p.m.  Fairlawn
8/28  H  5:30 p.m.  Russia
8/30  A  5:30 p.m.  Houston
9/01  H  11 a.m.  Versailles
9/04  H  5:30 p.m.  Jackson Center
9/08  A  9 a.m.  Bellefontaine
9/11  A  5:30 p.m.  Anna
9/13  H  5:30 p.m.  Botkins
9/15  A  11 a.m.  Marion Local
9/18  H  5:30 p.m.  Fairlawn
9/20  A  5:30 p.m.  Russia
9/22  A  10 a.m.  New Bremen
9/25  H  5:30 p.m.  Houston
9/27  A  5:30 p.m.  Jackson Center
9/29  H  10 a.m.  Fort Recovery
10/1  H  5:30 p.m.  Benjamin Logan
10/4  H  5:30 p.m.  Anna
10/6  A  9 a.m.  Lehman Catholic
10/9  H  5:30 p.m.  Botkins

2018 CROSS COUNTRY SCHEDULE

8/21  A  5 p.m.  Shelby County 
   preview at 
   Russia
8/25  A  9 a.m.  Celina Rotary 
   Invite
9/08  A  9 a.m.  Tiffin Carnival
9/11  H  4:30 p.m.  Fort Loramie 
   Invite
9/22  A  5 p.m.  Centerville

9/29  A  9 a.m.  Woodridge CVNP
    Invite
10/6  A  9 a.m.  Coldwater Lions 
   Invite
10/13  A  10 a.m.  SCAL champ at  
   Russia

2018 BOYS GOLF SCHEDULE

8/06  A  11 a.m.  SCAL preview
8/07  A  8:30 a.m.  Cardinal Invite
8/08  A  8 a.m.  Kendig Memorial
8/10  A 4 p.m.  Minster
8/13  A  9 a.m.  Waynesfield-
   Goshen
8/16  A  4 p.m.  Fairlawn
8/20  H  4 p.m.  Jackson Center
8/23  A  4 p.m.  Houston
8/25  A  8:30 a.m.  Tri-Village
8/31  A  4 p.m.  New Bremen
9/04  A  4 p.m.  Anna
9/06  H  4 p.m.  Botkins
9/08  H  9 a.m.  Russia
9/13  A  9 a.m.  SCAL 
   tournament

9/15  H  9 a.m.  Legacy Christian
9/18  A  4:30 p.m.  Milton-Union

2018 GIRLS GOLF SCHEDULE

8/06  A  8 a.m.  Covington
8/07  A  1 p.m.  Miamisburg
8/09  A  8:30 a.m.  Versailles
8/10  A  10 a.m.  Covington
8/13  H  12 p.m.  Anna
8/21  A  4:30 p.m.  Franklin-Monroe
8/23  H  4 p.m.  Riverside
8/25  A  8:30 a.m.  Miami East
8/27  H  4 p.m.  Miami East
8/31  H  4 p.m.  New Bremen
9/04  A  4:30 p.m.  Tri-Village
9/06  A  4:30 p.m.  National Trail
9/07  A  4:30 p.m.  Versailles
9/10  H  4 p.m.  Covington
9/17  H  4 p.m.  Arcanum
9/18  A  4:30 p.m.  Bethel
9/20  A  8:30 a.m.  CCC 
   championship
9/24  H  4 p.m.  Anna
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campaign.
The Cardinals have 12 

returning letterwinners in 
a roster of 57 players and 
will try to build on last 
year’s improvement.

“We feel good about the 
strides we have made the 
last few years in terms 
of the direction of our 
football program,” coach 
Chris Schmidt said. “We 
will lean on a group of 16 
seniors to continue that 
upward trend in 2018.”

All 12 of New Bremen’s 
returning letterwinners 
started at a position last 
year.

Junior quarterback 
Nolan Bornhorst is back 
after throwing for 838 

Heating, Cooling & Plumbing
Lochard Inc. installed the first complete heating & 

cooling system in Sidney, allow us to install yours next.
Lochard-inc.com

41013116

·Est. 1945·

Sheet Metal Mfg. 
& Do It Best Hardware Store

Lochard-inc.com
(937) 492-8811Follow 

us on

O
H

-7
00

71
10

1

Raiders looking for another trip to regional
Russia girls cross country squad looks for 7th straight state berth
By Greg Billing
For the Sidney Daily News

RUSSIA — Forty two 
years have passed since 
the Russia Raiders high 
school volleyball team 
played in consecutive 
regional tournaments.

Led by four standout 
seniors, the Raiders are 
confident in their ability 
to get there again follow-
ing last year’s appear-
ance.

The biggest hurdle? 
Teams like Fort Loramie 
and Jackson Center have 
the same idea. And that’s 
not even including the 
state powers from the 
Midwest Athletic Confer-
ence.

Welcome to volleyball 
in the Division IV South-
west regional. Russia’s 
regional has produced 
the last 11 state champi-
ons and 13 of the past 14 
with defending champion 
New Bremen, Marion 
Local (5 titles), Jackson 
Center (2) and Fort 
Loramie, Lehman Catho-
lic and St. Henry.

Still, with a talented 
core returning and tour-
nament experience from 
last season, the Raiders 
ask why not us? Russia 
went 19-8 overall last 
season and finished tied 
for second in the Shelby 
County Athletic League 
at 9-3. The season came 
to an end against Fort 
Loramie in the regional 
semifinals with a four-
set loss of 18-25, 20-25, 
26-24, 24-26.

Another strong run 
this season gives Russia 
consecutive trips to the 
regional tournament for 
the first time since 1975-
76.

“I would expect that 
we’ll be right there for 
first in the county,” coach 
Aaron Watkins said of 
the team goals. “I would 
hope the goal is to make 
the first regional final 
game in school history 
this year. I think we’ll be 
that good.”

Middle hitter Laurissa 
Poling, setter Jenna Cor-
donnier, outside hitter/
defensive specialist Mor-
gan Wenrick and middle 
hitter Samantha Gaerke 
return as senior leaders 
for the Raiders.

Poling holds the school 
record for kills in a match 
with 26 (set against 
Jackson Center) and has 
the potential to break 
the program’s single-
season record of 332. 
She’s within reach of the 
career record for kills of 
858 held by Kylie Wilson 
and enters the season 
297 shy.

Poling is also 44 blocks 
shy of the career record 

of 252 held by Claire 
Sherman.

Last season she led the 
team with 321 kills and 
100 blocks.

“It’s awesome for me 
as a coach because I can 
run my defense around 
her,” Watkins said of the 
6-foot-1 Poling’s height 
and athletic ability. 
“Laurissa is taking away 
this part of the court, 
you guys need to be here 
where she’s not blocking. 
It makes my job coaching 
extremely easy. … She’s 
very coachable. She’s 
exactly what you want 
in an athlete. She will 
do anything I ask of her. 
And when she does it she 
wants to do it the best 
she can.”

Cordonnier accounted 
for a team-high 714 
assists last season and 
ranked second in aces 
(44), blocks (37) and 
digs (27). Her assists set 
the single-season record, 
breaking the previous 
best of 713 held by Kris-
tin Drees.

“Jenna is our court 
leader,” Watkins said. “As 
setter, she controls who 
gets the ball, when they 
get it and how often. 
She is now a three-year 
starter running a 5-1. … 
She currently has 1,353 
assists and only needs 
195 assists to break the 
career record for Rus-
sia (Drees holds the 
record with 1,548), so 
she should get that fairly 
early in the season.”

Wenrick recorded 112 
kills and 87 digs, while 
Gaerke takes on a larger 
role this season.

“Morgan and Sam have 
been great senior leaders 
to this point,” Watkins 
said. “Morgan will be a 
three-year starter and 
Sam has worked hard to 
be able to contribute this 
season. Looking for big 
things out of them this 
year for us to reach our 
goals.

“My senior class is a 
very strong class. I know 
their goal is to make it to 
regionals again. It’s been 
a long, long time. That 
would be awesome for 
them.”

Russia reached the 
regional semifinals in a 
Region 16 bracket that 
also included New Bre-
men, Fort Loramie and 
Jackson Center. Russia 
split with Fort Loramie 
during the regular season 
and gave the Redskins 
a tough-four set match. 
Fort Loramie then lost to 
New Bremen in four sets.

“When we saw Fort 
Loramie lost to the state 
champions we wondered 
what could we have 
done?” Poling said. “But 

Luke Gronneberg | Sidney Daily News
Russia senior middle hitter Laurissa Poling, left, and outside hitter 
Morgan Wenrick attempt to block a hit from Botkins player during 
a Shelby County Athletic League match in Botkins on Sept. 7, 2017. 
Poling set a school record with 321 kills last season, while Wenrick 
had 112. The two are among four returning starters for the Raiders.

Russia’s Becca Seger runs in the 1600-meter run during the 
Shelby County Athletic League meet last May in Houston. Seger 
had a breakout freshman cross country season and helped the 
Raiders advance to the state meet for the sixth consecutive 
season.

New Bremen was very 
strong last year. It would 
have been tough to get 
past them. … I think 
it’s nice being in such a 
tough conference. Local 
teams go to state and 
win often. You know if 
you get to state what 
kind of teams will be 
there.”

This season, it could 
be the Russia Raiders.

Boys cross country
Doug Foster returns 

for his 13th season as 
Russia’s coach.

The Raiders were sixth 
in the SCAL meet last 
year and lose regional 
qualifier Zachary Bell to 
graduation.

Returning letterwin-
ners include senior Gavin 
George, junior Andrew 
DeLoye and sophomores 
Jonathan Bell and Nicho-
las Caldwell.

“Our season’s goals 
include having our run-
ners to practice hard, 
continue to get better 
as the year progresses, 
place as high as we 
can in the regular sea-
son meets and to run 
our best times in the 
postseason,” Foster 
said. “We will be led by 
senior Gavin George, 
junior Andrew DeLoye 
and sophomores Jona-
than Bell and Nicholas 
Caldwell.”

Vying for remaining 
spots on varsity will be 
senior Noah Magoto, 
sophomores Jacob Gou-
beaux and Will Magoto 
and freshmen James 
Magoto, Aidan Shappie 
and Sam York.

Foster said he hopes 
Russia can break into the 
top four in SCAL stand-
ings.

“Fort Loramie has to 
be the favorite in the 
SCAL, followed closely 
by Houston, Botkins and 
Anna,” Foster said.

Girls cross country
The Raiders were 

second in the SCAL race 
last year and qualified for 
state in Division III for 
the sixth-straight year.

Graduating off that 
team were all-SCAL run-
ner Megan Frazier and 
Becky Pinchot.

Returning letterwin-
ners include seniors 
Claire Meyer, Anna Fiess-
inger and Emma DeLaet, 
junior Clare Caldwell and 
sophomore Becca Seger. 
Seger had a breakout sea-
son and finished fifth in 
the league race in 20:51.

“Our team’s goals for 
the upcoming season are 
to place as high as we 
can at big invitationals, 
win the Shelby County 
preview, win the SCAL 

and district and regional 
meets and qualify to 
the state meet, placing 
as high as we can if we 
make it,” Foster said.

Seger had a breakout 
season and finished fifth 
in the league race in 
20:51.

“Becca Seger — first 
team all-SCAL, Dayton 
District and Southwest 
Region — will lead us,” 
Foster said. “She had an 
outstanding season last 
fall and Claire Meyer and 
Anna Fiessinger are both 
seasoned veterans and 
varsity runners.”

Both are four-year run-
ners and will anchor the 
two and three spots for 
Russia.

Foster expects 
Caldwell to hold down 
the four spot.

Fighting for the other 
spots on varsity are 
DeLaet, juniors Natalie 
Klosterman, Andrea 
Monnin and Sarah Pin-
chot and freshman Ella 
Hoehne.

“Once again the Shelby 
County League title 
should come down to us 
and Fort Loramie,” Fos-
ter said. “Fort Loramie 
broke our string of five 
consecutive Shelby Coun-
ty League championships 
in the 2017 season. Right 
now, I feel they are the 
favorites because of what 
they have coming back 
and their depth.”

Foster expects all the 
other teams in the SCAL 
to be very competitive as 
well.

Boys golf
Terry Daughtery 

returns for his third year 
as coach to guide the 
young Raiders.

The Raiders have two 
letterwinners back in 
sophomore Drew Sher-
man and senior Evan 
Coverstone from last 
year’s squad, which fin-
ished fourth in the SCAL 
with a 6-6 record. The 
Raiders lose two of their 
top golfers to graduation 
from last season in Jack 
Dapore and Brandon 
Koverman.

Russia will rely on 
a host of newcomers: 
juniors Christian Stueve 
and Max Bohman, sopho-
more Casey Delaet and 
freshman Jordon Meyer, 
Grant Saunders and 
Makenna Borchers.

“We lost our top four 
varsity players from last 
year to graduation and 
seeking other interests,” 
Daugherty said. “Obvi-
ously we are very young, 
but they are improving as 
the season goes on.”

Piqua Daily Call sports editor Rob 
Kiser contributed to this article.

RUSSIA
2018 VOLLEYBALL SCHEDULE

8/18  A  10 a.m.  Covington
8/21  H  5:30 p.m.  New Bremen
8/23  H  5:30 p.m.  Jackson Center
8/25  H  10 a.m.  Versailles
8/28  A  5:30 p.m.  Fort Loramie
8/30  H  5:30 p.m.  Anna
9/01  A  10 a.m.  St. Henry Invite
9/04  A  5:30 p.m.  Botkins
9/06  H  5:30 p.m.  Fairlawn
9/13  A  5:30 p.m.  Houston
9/15  A  10 a.m.  Lehman Catholic
9/18  A  5:30 p.m.  Jackson Center
9/20  H  5:30 p.m.  Fort Loramie
9/22  A  9 a.m.  Minster Invite
9/25  A  5:30 p.m.  Anna
9/27  H  5:30 p.m.  Botkins
10/2  A  5:30 p.m.  Fairlawn
10/9  H  5:30 p.m.  Houston

2018 CROSS COUNTRY SCHEDULE

8/21  H  5 p.m.  Shelby County
   preview
8/25  A  9 a.m.  Schul Invite at 
   Milton-Union
9/01  A  8 a.m.  Covington Invite
9/08  A  9 a.m.  Troy Invite

9/12  A  TBA  Piqua Invite
9/15  A  9 a.m.  Cedarville 
   Friendship Invite
9/22  A  5 p.m.  Centerville
10/6  A  10 a.m.  Leas Classic at 
   Eaton
10/13  H  10 a.m.  SCAL champ at
    Russia

2018 BOYS GOLF SCHEDULE

8/06  A  11 a.m.  SCAL preview
8/07  A  8:30 a.m.  Cardinal Invite
8/08  A  8 a.m.  Kendig Memorial
8/09  H  4 p.m.  Minster
8/15  H  10 a.m.  New Bremen
8/16  H  4 p.m.  Jackson Center
8/21  A  4 p.m.  Fort Loramie
8/23  H  4 p.m.  Anna
8/25  A  8:30 a.m.  Joe Middleton 
   Invite
8/27  H  4:30 p.m.  Piqua
8/28  A  4 p.m.  Botkins
8/30  H  4 p.m.  Fairlawn
9/01  A  8:30 a.m.  Versailles Invite
9/06  A  4 p.m.  Houston
9/07  H  4 p.m.  Versailles
9/11  H  4:30 p.m.  Riverside
9/13  A  9 a.m.  SCAL 
   tournament
9/15  A  8:30 a.m.  Jordan Moeller 
   Invite

Amy Chupp | Sidney Daily News
The 2018 New Bremen Cardinals will look to take the next step after winning their first MAC in 
nearly five years last season. New Bremen hasn’t finished above .500 since 2004. The last time the 
Cardinals finished 5-5 was 2009.

Cardinals want to keep up improvement
New Bremen girls cross country looks for more success

See CARDINALS | 15

By Bryant Billing
bbilling@sidneydailynews.com

 BREMEN — New Bre-
men’s 2017 football sea-
son was much like other 
recent ones — two blow-
out nonconference wins to 
start the season followed 
by struggles in Midwest 
Athletic Conference play.

But the Cardinals took 
what they hope are steps 
toward returning the 
program to one of the 
MAC’s best. New Bremen 
won its first conference 
game since 2012 with a 
34-20 win over Parkway 
in Week 5 and also played 
Anna and Versailles to 
close losses during a 3-7 
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Jets volleyball under guidance of new coach

By Bryant Billing
bbilling@sidneydailynews.com

SIDNEY — After a 
tumultuous offseason, 
Fairlawn’s volleyball team 
is under the guidance of 
new coach Jodi Hickman 
and looking to improve 
after a 4-18 campaign last 
year.

The Jets struggled 
through last season and 
finished last in the Shelby 
County Athletic League. 
Several players quit in 
the last half of the season 
over alleged maltreatment 
by ex-coach Johanna 
Peters. The Jets lost their 
last six matches all by 3-0 
scores.

Hickman, who was pre-
viously a middle school 
coach, is looking to take 
the program in a different 
direction.

“We had a very com-
petitive summer where 
the girls worked hard,” 
Hickman said. “We are 
a young team that is 
under the direction of a 
new coaching staff. We 
are looking forward to a 
strong rebuilding year. 
The girls are looking to 
be competitive in the 
County this year.”

Seven letterwinners 
return to help the Jets try 
to improve in SCAL play.

Senior middle hitter 
Lauren Dudgeon looks to 
lead Fairlawn’s offensive 
attack again. Dudgeon 
had a team-high 136 kills 
last season and also led 
the squad with 27 blocks.

Other returning let-
terwinners are junior 
outside hitter MaCalla 
Huelskamp, junior defen-
sive specialist Kenedee 
Gallimore, senior middle 
hitter Allison Roush, 
junior defensive specialist 
Brittany Strunk, sopho-
more outside hitter Kylee 
Ginter, senior middle hit-
ter Madison Huelskamp 
and junior defensive spe-
cialist Breanna Rufus.

Roush was second on 
the team with 50 kills 
while MaCalla Huels-
kamp was third with 
45. Gallimore had a 
team-high 270 digs while 
Strunk had 124 and Dud-
geon had 117.

“Lauren Dudgeon will 
be a leader on and off the 
+court for us,” Hickman 

said. “She is a strong 
middle and outside hitter. 
MaCalla Huelskamp is 
working hard on her hit-
ting and passing. She too 
will be a strong leader.

“Madison Huelskamp 
will be strong for us in 
the front row. Kenedee 
Gallimore will be our libe-
ro and one we can count 
on for a consistent serve. 
Kylee is our lefty that we 
are expecting great things 
out of in the front row.”

Key newcomers include 
junior defensive specialist 
Jackie Bensman, sopho-
more outside hitter Ash-
ley Roush, freshman out-
side hitter Jessie Abke, 
freshman setter Taylor 
Lessing, freshman out-
side hitter Lonna Heath 
and freshman outside hit-
ter Vaegus Gallimore.

“Jessie Abke is a fresh-
men that will bring a lot 
of strength to the front 
row,” Hickman said. “She 
is a hard worker and will 
do anything we ask of 
her. Taylor Lessing is 
a freshman that I have 
made the setter. She has 
great hands and works 
extremely hard at what-
ever us coaches ask of 
her. These two are young, 
but bring big things to 
the program.”

Hickman expects tough 
competition in the SCAL, 
especially from Russia, 
Anna, Fort Loramie and 
Jackson Center, which 
all made regional appear-
ances last year.

“Shelby County is a 
tough league to play in 
with coaches who know 
the game and push their 
players to be the best at 
all times,” Hickman said. 
“I am looking forward to 
this season and what it 
will bring to the Fairlawn 
volleyball program. I 
played for Fairlawn and 
I have a coaching staff 
that did too. We are all 
looking forward too many 
great seasons ahead.”

Boys soccer
It will be a rebuilding 

year for the Jets, who lose 
11 seniors from 2017.

“Having lost 11 players, 
numbers are down and 
this year’s team will be 
very young and inexperi-
enced,” coach Tim Brown 
said. “Fundamental skills 

and basic team tactics 
will be the focus as we 
look to build a foundation 
for future success.”

Fairlawn has four 
returning letterwinners 
in senior Lukas Smith, 
junior Grace Weigandt 
and sophomores Devon 
North and Alec Osborne.

“Each of our four 
returning players saw 
extensive playing time 
last season and will be 
counted on to lead this 
season,” Brown said. 
“Lukas Smith and Devon 
North were both honor-
able mention all-league 
last season.”

Key newcomers include 
senior Leeann Gepfrey, 
junior Austin Osborne, 
sophomore Seth Puckett 
and freshmen Katie McK-
enzie, Payton Pierce and 
Evan Myers.

“All newcomers will 
contribute in 2018,” 
Brown said. “Seth Puck-
ett, Katie McKenzie and 
Evan Myers in particular 
have had good summers.”

Brown returns for his 
second season as Fair-
lawn’s coach.

The Jets were 4-12 last 
year and 2-6 in Western 
Ohio Soccer League play.

Boys cross country
Chris North returns 

for his fifth season as the 
program’s coach. Fairlawn 
was last in the SCAL race 
a year ago, but North 
thinks the squad will be 
improved this year.

The Jets return four 
letterwinners from 2017 
in juniors Isaac Ambos, 
Caoe Allison, Jordan 
Henman and sophomore 
Alan Asher.

“We have a strong 
group of runner+s return-
ing, led by Isaac Ambos, 
who is already running 
under 19 minutes,” North 
said. “Three other strong 
runners in Henman, 
Allison and Asher will 
start the season under 
20 minutes. You add two 
very strong freshman that 
we have this year, and 
you get the best varsity 
team we have had since I 
started coaching.”

Ambos missed part of 
last season with an injury, 
but North said he’s enter-
ing the season in the best 
shape of his life.

“He has already run 
a couple of 5K races in 
under 19 minutes, so 
I look for him to lead 
our team as the fastest 
runner,” North said of 
Ambos. “But don’t be sur-
prised if sophomore Alan 
Asher is right up there 
with him. He had a very 
strong ending to last sea-
son, going below 19:30.”

The two freshmen 
newcomers are Dominic 
Davis and Gauge Shar-
rock.

“Both have become 
solid runners year after 
year at the junior high 
level,” North said. “They 
are the key parts to this 
team that we need to 

Luke Gronneberg | Sidney Daily News
Fairlawn’s Lauren Dudgeon, left, dives under the ball during a 
Shelby County Athletic League game against Fort Loramie on Aug. 
31, 2017. Dudgeon is one of eight returning starters this season for 
the Jets, which are under the guidance of new coach Jodi Hickman.

be competitive. Both of 
them train hard every day 
and it will show at the 
meet. I am looking for-
ward to having them on 
our varsity team.”

North said he expects 
another competitive 
SCAL race.

“Shelby County is 
always a very competitive 
League,” North said. “I 
love that part about it. I 
look forward to it being 
that way again and by the 
end of the season we will 
be in the mix.”

Girls cross country
The Jets will have two 

freshmen runners in Mya 
Cox and Elsie Bell.

“We have always been a 
small team when it comes 
to girls cross country,” 
North said. “But you 
better believe that just 
because we are small 
won’t mean our runners 
aren’t strong.”

North says the Jets 
have just that in Cox and 
Bell. Cox finished 15th 
in the SCAL junior high 
race (3,200-meter run) 
last year in 13:44.

“Cox has been a solid 
runner since her junior 
high days and will con-
tinue to get stronger and 
become a better runner 
throughout the season,” 
North said. “Elsie Bell 
also is a very solid runner 
but is coming off an inju-
ry-filled season last year. 
We are hoping to keep 
her healthy and strong 
and we have no doubt she 
will be competitive this 
year.

“What’s great about 
these two young ladies 
is that they just keep 
running and being part 
of the team no matter if 
they are the only two. 
They are the reason we 
now have six girls on our 
junior high team. They 
are inspiring other girls 
to become runners and 
be a part of their team. I 
absolutely love that.”

Boys golf
Fairlawn finished fifth 

in the SCAL a year ago, 
but with all of its golfers 
back from last season, 
10th year coach Todd 
Heckman is expecting a 
higher finish this year.

Five of the Jets’ top 
six golfers are back in 
senior Doug Wright, 
junior Chester Hughes 
and sophomores Jackson 
Jones, Kyle Peters and 
Skylar Piper.

Key newcomers include 
sophomores Drew Maddy 
and Ashton Piper.

“I look for us to be 
much improved,” Heck-
man said. “The boys have 
been working very hard 
in practice and we just 
have to be able to trans-
late that success into suc-
cess during our matches.”

Heckman said the 
league race will be 
competitive with Fort 
Loramie, Anna, Jackson 
Center and Botkins hav-
ing strong teams.

Reach Bryant Billing at 937-538-
4818, or follow @SidneyOHSports 
on Twitter and @BryantBillingSDN 
on Facebook. 

FAIRLAWN
2018 VOLLEYBALL SCHEDULE

8/20  A  5:30 p.m.  Indian Lake
8/21  A  5:30 p.m.  Waynesfield-
   Goshen
8/23  H  5:30 p.m.  Fort Loramie
8/28  A  5:30 p.m.  Anna
8/30  H  5:30 p.m.  Botkins
9/01  H  10 a.m.  Riverside
9/06  A  5:30 p.m.  Russia
9/11  H  5:30 p.m.  Houston
9/13  A  5:30 p.m.  Jackson Center
9/17  H  5:30 p.m.  Covington
9/18  A  5:30 p.m.  Fort Loramie
9/20  H  5:30 p.m.  Anna
9/22  A  8 a.m.  Piqua
9/25  A  5:30 p.m.  Botkins
9/29  H  10 a.m.  Mechancisburg
10/2  H  5:30 p.m.  Russia
10/4  A  5:30 p.m.  Houston
10/6  A  12 p.m.  Newton
10/9  H  5:30 p.m.  Jackson Center
10/13  H  10 a.m.  Tri-Village

2018 BOYS SOCCER SCHEDULE

8/17  A  4 p.m.  Ben Logan Quest 
   Cup
8/18  A  8 a.m.  Ben Logan Quest
   Cup
8/23  H  5 p.m.  Lehman Catholic
8/28  A  5 p.m.  Temple Christian
9/06  H  5 p.m.  New Knoxville
9/08  H  10 a.m.  Piqua
9/13  A  5 p.m.  Botkins
9/17  A  5 p.m.  Calvary Christian
9/20  A  5 p.m.  Stivers
9/25  A  5:30 p.m.  Lima Central 
   Catholic
10/1  A  5 p.m.  Miami Valley
10/4  H  5 p.m.  Allen East
10/9  A  5 p.m.  Jackson Center
10/11  A  5 p.m.  Spencerville

2018 CROSS COUNTRY SCHEDULE

8/21  A  5 p.m.  Shelby County 
   preview at Russia
8/25  A  9 a.m.  Schul Invite at 
   Milton-Union
9/08  A  9 a.m.  Troy Invite
9/11  A  4:30 p.m.  Fort Loramie 
   Invite
9/15  A  10 a.m.  Graham Invite
9/22  A  9 a.m.  Sidney Invite
9/25  A  5 p.m.  Triad Invite
9/29  A  10 a.m.  Botkins Best in 
   West
10/6  A  10 a.m.  Anna Invite
10/13  A  10 a.m.  SCAL champ at 
   Russia

2018 BOYS GOLF PREVIEW

8/06  A  11 a.m.  SCAL preview
8/08  A  8 a.m.  Kendig Memorial
8/13  A  9 a.m.  Waynesfield-
   Goshen Invite
8/14  A  4 p.m.  Riverside
8/16  H  4 p.m.  Fort Loramie
8/17  H  4 p.m.  Houston
8/20  A  4 p.m.  Troy Christian
8/21  A  4 p.m.  Anna
8/23  H  4 p.m.  Botkins
8/28  H  4 p.m.  Waynesfield-
   Goshen
8/30  A  4 p.m.  Russia
9/04  H  4 p.m.  Houston
9/06  A  4 p.m.  Jackson Center
9/10  A  4 p.m.  Houston
9/13  A  9 a.m.  SCAL 
   tournament
9/17  A  4 p.m.  Minster
9/18  A  4 p.m.  Ansonia
9/19  A  4 p.m.  Sidney

Boys cross country, boys golf 
programs looking for improvement

yards and 10 touchdowns. 
He’s also a talented runner 
and amassed 695 rush-
ing yards and four TDs. 
Sophomore Mitchell Hays 
may also see time at the 
position.

New Bremen will need 
to replace Avery Powers 
at running back. He was 
an all-MAC selection last 
year after accruing 1,881 
all-purpose yards and 18 
touchdowns. Senior Justin 
Tenkman started at run-
ning back last year but 
saw limited carries.

The Cardinals lose their 
top three receivers from 
last year. Senior Bryce 
Blickle is the team’s lone 
returning starter at the 
position. He caught 10 
passes for 87 yards.

New Bremen returns 
five starters on the offen-
sive line: senior Andrew 
Bowers (6-foot-1, 166 
pounds), senior Ben Kuck 
(6-2, 184), senior Casey 
Parker (6-1, 241), senior 
Jacob Rindler (6-2, 209) 
and senior tight end Bran-
don Heitkamp (6-2, 201).

Heitkamp was a second 
team all-MAC selection as 
a defensive end last year. 
He led the squad with 54 

tackles and five sacks. 
Rindler also started on the 
defensive line and had 32 
tackles.

Senior linebackers 
Nicholas Wells and Grant 
Selby return to anchor the 
defensive backfield. Wells 
had 38 tackles last year 
while Selby had 36.5.

Senior Ryan Bertke and 
junior Spencer Alig are 
back after sharing kicking 
duties last year.

Key newcomers include 
sophomore running back/
linebacker Zach Bertke, 
junior wide receiver/defen-
sive back Logan Suchland, 
wide receiver/defensive 
lineman Patrick Wells and 
senior wide receiver/defen-
sive back Alex Yingling.

New Bremen has two 
new opponents this season 
in Benjamin Logan and 
Coldwater. The Cardinals 
dropped Bradford in their 
opener and added the 
Raiders. They’ll face Mis-
sissinawa Valley in Week 
2 to round out noncon-
ference play. Coldwater 
replaces Marion Local in 
MAC play.

Schmidt is entering 
his fourth season at the 
school. He has a 13-46 
career record.

The assistant coaching 
staff has a notable addi-
tion in Wince Morris, who 

resigned last December 
after one year as Sidney’s 
quarterbacks coach. He 
formerly coached col-
legiately at Nebraska and 
Western Michigan.

Girls cross country
New Bremen returns 

eight letterwinners from 
last season’s squad, which 
was second in the Division 
III district meet in Ottawa 
and 13th in the regional 
meet in Tiffin.

Andre Heitkamp is the 
squad’s top returning run-
ner. She was 53rd in last 
season’s regional meet in 
21:01.

Other returning let-
terwinners are Alana 
Speelman, Jessica Fled-
derjohann, Alayna Thie-
man, Tess Lane, Carson 
Wyatt, Hanna Tenkman 
and Molly Smith. Fresh-
man Journey Boyle will 
be among the team’s top 
runners.

“We have a great group 
of girls out this year with 
a lot of potential,” 5th-year 
coach Nate Niekamp said. 
“They will be working 
hard to earn one of the top 
seven positions leading up 
to sectionals.”

Boys cross country
Julie Ferguson returns 

for her 17th year as coach.

New Bremen has five 
returning letterwinners 
from a team that finished 
fifth in the MAC meet last 
year. Junior Hunter Water-
man was second team all-
MAC after finishing 19th 
in the league race in 18:11. 
Seniors Micah Condon 
and Spencer Elking return 
along with junior Landin 
Boyle and sophomore Ben 
Zimpfer.

“We hope to see con-
tinued improvement as 
individuals and as a team,” 
Ferguson said. “We would 
like to see our showing at 
conference and in postsea-
son improve and increase.”

Volleyball
No information submit-

ted.

Girls golf
New Bremen finished 

fourth in the MAC tourna-
ment last season and looks 
to be among the contend-
ers for the conference title 
this year with five return-
ing letterwinners.

Senior Amy Balster 
and junior Sarah Parker 
were first team all-MAC 
selections last year, while 
senior Caylie Hall was a 
second team selection. 
The three will be joined 
by two other returning let-
terwinners in senior Kat-

lyn Broerman and junior 
Cassie Stachler.

“Amy Balster was the 
fourth-ranked player in 
the MAC as a junior and 
shot an 82 at sectional,” 
New Bremen coach Mike 
Holdren said. “Sarah 
Parker was also first 
team as a sophomore and 
has unlimited potential. 
Caylie Hall was the 12th-
ranked player in the MAC 
last year and will be our 
steadiest player.”

Juniors Alli Jo Wilker 
and Lauren Miller are key 
newcomers, along with 
freshman Emma Baum-
baur.

“Alli Wilker and Lauren 
Miller have been wait-
ing in the wings for this 
opportunity and will 
compete for playing time,” 
Holdren, who’s in his 
eighth season, said.

Holdren also said Ver-
sailles, St. Henry and Min-
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Winning close games is key for Versailles
Tigers looking for 
first above-.500 
finish, playoff berth 
since 2014
By Skip Weaver
sweaver@aimmediamidwest.com

VERSAILLES — Mental 
toughness will be the key for 
the 2018 Versailles Tigers 
according to coach Adam 
Miller.

The Tigers were a “disap-
pointing” 4-6 last season los-
ing a number of close games, 
he said.

“It kind of felt like we 
didn’t play up to our potential 
in going 4-6 last year,” Miller 
said. “There were a couple of 
close games where a play here 
or there could have made a 
big difference and changed 
our whole outlook on the sea-
son. We have kind of carried 
into our focus for this year of 
why did we lose those closes 
games and the one thing we 
think it is is mental tough-
ness.

“We have really been trying 
to harp on mental toughness 
in our summer weights and 
practices. We have incorpo-
rated a lot of new things to 
try and push the kids mental-
ly and get them to that point 
where they are fatigued and 
then see how they operate 
when they are fatigued.”

Through the first scrim-
mage against Brookville, 
Miller sees the progression 
he was hoping for.

“Just looking at our con-
ditioning during practice 
there were guys last year that 
might not have been able to 
finish all the conditioning, 
but because we have empha-
sized team work and mental 
toughness this year every-
body is encouraging people to 
push themselves and we have 
noticed a huge difference 
in our conditioning,” Miller 
said.

Offensively, the Tigers will 
once again run the wing-T, 
but there will be plenty of 
new faces handling the ball 
as the Tigers graduated seven 
starters from the skill posi-
tions. Junior Ryan Martin 
(6-foot-2, 170 pounds) looks 
to be the man under center 
charged with spreading the 
ball around to his playmakers.

Some of those playmakers 
will include seniors Andrew 
DeMange (5-9, 150), Jake 
Poling (5-7, 140), Tyler 
Henry (5-11, 165), Derek 
Cavin (6-2, 175) and Evan 
Heistand (6-2, 200) and 
junior Jack Barga (5-10, 190).

“Derek was a backup tight 
end for us last year, but we 
didn’t want him in a backup 
role this year so we moved 
him to wing,” Miller said. 
“Evan is a solid tight end 
for us and Andrew is a nice 
receiver. He and Ryan seem 
to be clicking well so far in 
connecting on some pass 
plays.”

But up front is a likely 
strength for Miller’s offense 
with several returning start-
ers in seniors Ben Albers 

(5-11, 195), Louden Keihl 
(6-0, 310) and Tyler Gigandet 
(5-10, 185) will anchor that 
offensive line.

“That’s a very good start 
for us up front,” Miller said. 
“In my opinion the offensive 
line is very, very important. It 
doesn’t matter who you have 
in the backfield if you can’t 
block people up front, so 
that’s definitely a great start.

“All the skill positions are 
all new guys. We have a new 
quarterback, new running 
backs and new receivers. I 
feel the guys have stepped 
up nicely even though they 
don’t have a whole lot of 
experience under their belt. 
We lost seven starters on 
offense from last year. It is a 
lot to replace on offense and 
you hate to base things off 
of previous years, but kids 
change so much in one year 
and that is one thing we have 
noticed. There were some 
kids last year that would have 
struggled in a varsity game 
but this year we feel like they 
will be just fine so a year does 
make a big difference.”

On the defensive side of the 
ball, many of the same names 
on offense will fill the key 
roles such as Heistand and 
Cavin at the defensive end 
positions.

Keihl and junior Kyle Dirk-
sen (5-10, 260) will see the 
most action in the middle of 
the defensive front line, and 
in the defensive backfield 
Demange has done a great job 
as the leader of the defensive 
unit, according to Miller. 
He’ll be joined back there 
by junior Nathan Wagner 
(6-0, 150), Martin and junior 
Michael Stammen (5-10, 
160).

“Andrew has been great 
at getting guys lined up and 
communicating what needs to 
be said,” Miller said.

Linebacker is the one spot 
on defense that is still up in 
the air. Last year’s lineback-
ers were all seniors and saw 
most of the reps as they 
stayed injury free and on the 
field for the majority of the 
season.

“We have three senior 
linebackers that are stepping 
up now and though they are 
older kids they just don’t 
have a ton of starting experi-
ence at the linebacker level,” 
Miller said in naming Albers, 
Gigandet and Henry as the 
guys to fill that void in the 
Tigers’ 4-3 defense.

“We don’t dwell too much 

that we are young,” Miller 
said. “When I say young I 
mean inexperience is prob-
ably the better word. As of 
right now, I don’t think we 
are starting any sophomores 
or freshmen, so not young in 
that aspect but we are inexpe-
rienced as in how many start-
ers are back.

“It’s just like anything it 
takes practice and the more 
you do it the better you get.”

The Tigers want to com-
pete for a league title in the 
Midwest Athletic Conference, 
something they haven’t done 
since 2003 when they went 
a perfect 15-0 in winning the 
Division IV state champion-
ship.

“We feel if we are compet-
ing for the league title then 
we are going to be sitting 
where we want for the play-
offs,” Miller said. “Our sched-
ule is as tough as ever which 
it usually is and that is a good 
thing. It keeps us focused and 
prevents us from regressing 
as the season goes on.

“Another goal of ours is 
we want to be able to come 
through in those close games 
and win them. That’s kind of 
what we feel has hurt us in 
the past. The goal is to get 
everybody going in the same 
direction and win those close 
games that we are supposed 
to win.”

Volleyball
Kenzie Bruggeman returns 

for her third season as Ver-
sailles volleyball coach.

It will be hard to top last 
year’s season, though.

The Tigers finished 24-6, 
finished second in the MAC, 
then defeated MAC champion 
Coldwater in the D-III state 
championship match.

Graduating off that team 
were Payton Berger, Kami 
McEldowney, Danielle Win-
ner, Ellen Peters, Cassie 
Peters, Kate Stammen and 
Mallory Marshal.

Returning letterwin-
ners include seniors Kelsey 
Custenborder and Elizabeth 
Ording and juniors Lindsey 
Winner, Caitlin McEldowney, 
Raegan Shaffer and Alexa 
Didier.

“We want to grow stronger 
mentally as a team every 
day,” Bruggeman said.

Boys golf
Versailles loses one starter 

from last year’s team, which 
finished third in the MAC.

Junior Connor VanSkyock 

is the team’s leading return-
ee. VanSkyock, who qualified 
for districts last year, was 
runner-up for MAC player of 
the year.

Other returning letterwin-
ners include seniors Will 
Eversole, Alex Keiser, Ethan 
Kremer, Austin Pleiman and 
Brayden Robinson.

Eight freshmen and sopho-
mores could also contend for 
varsity time according to sec-
ond-year coach Shaun VanS-
kyock. They are Isaac White, 
Jordan Cordonnier, Cameron 
Didier, Justin Heitkamp, Alex 
Kunk, Isaac Bophman, Caden 
Hamilton and Cole Hamilton.

Shaun VanSkyock returns 
as coach and expects the 
squad to compete for the 
MAC title.

Girls golf
The Tigers were 11-0 in the 

MAC last year, winning the 
MAC and D-II sectional titles 
and qualifying for state.

Nicci Keiser takes over as 
coach and says the race to 
defend the title will be tough. 
She’s confident, though, that 
a group of five returning play-
ers can do so.

“We have great leadership 
from the seniors, with contin-
ued growth and accomplished 
sophomores and freshman,” 
Keiser said. “A young team 
with a lot of talent. Our sea-
son goal is to send the seniors 
off with a bang and grow the 
future of the program. We 
have a young squad, but with 
a lot of experience.” 

Returning letterwinners 
include seniors Morgan Heit-
kamp and Morgan Barlage 
and sophomores Maddie 
Durham, Alexis Jay and Cayla 
Batten.

“Morgan Heitkamp plays 
a lot in the summer and you 
see it in her scores and her 
consistency on the course,” 
Keiser said. “She keeps her-
self in the game mentally very 
well. Morgan Barlage is really 
crushing it off the tee so far 
this year. With more play, her 
short game will come along 
even more and she will be 
shooting some great rounds.

“The Morgans are great 
leaders to have for a young 
squad.”

Keiser hopes to defend the 
MAC title and make it back 
to the state tournament. She 
said the progression of the 
team’s three sophomores will 
be the key to achieving those 
goals.

“Maddie Durham is strong 

already and will continue 
to get better,” Keiser said. 
“Alexis Jay is my fourth spot 
and is playing consistently 
and is right where she needs 
to be to break into the 40’s 
consistently. Cayla Batten 
continues to improve and 
I can’t wait to see how she 
grows this year.”

Key newcomers include 
freshman Hayley Dirksen, 
Courtney Hecht and Lindsey 
Cotner.

Cross country
No information submitted.

Sidney Daily News sports editor Bryant 
Billing and Piqua Daily Call sports editor 
Rob Kiser contributed to this article.

VERSAILLES
2018 FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
Games start at 7:30 p.m. unless otherwise noted.

8/24 A Celina*
8/31 H Delphos Jefferson
9/07 H Coldwater
9/14 A Parkway
9/21 H Delphos St. John’s
9/28 A Anna
10/05 A Marion Local
10/12 H New Bremen
10/19 H Minster
10/26 A Fort Recovery
*Game starts at 7 p.m.

2018 VOLLEYBALL SCHEDULE

8/18  A  9 a.m.  Coldwater 
   Spikeoff
8/21  A  5:30 p.m.  Anna
8/23  H  5:30 p.m.  Covington
8/25  A  10 a.m.   Russia
8/30  H  5:30 p.m.  Marion Local
9/01  A  11 a.m.  Fort Loramie
9/06  A  5:30 p.m.  New Bremen 
9/10  H  5:30 p.m.  Celina
9/13  H  5:30 p.m.  New Knoxville
9/15  A  10 a.m.  Troy
9/18  A  5:30 p.m.  St. Henry
9/20  A  5:30 p.m.  Parkway
9/27  H  5:30 p.m.  Minster
9/29  A  8:30 a.m.  Van Wert invite
10/4  H  5:30 p.m.  Coldwater
10/6  A  10 a.m.  Jackson Center
10/9  A  5:30 p.m.  Delphos St. 
   John’s
10/11  H  5:30 p.m.  Fort Recovery

2018 CROSS COUNTRY SCHEDULE

8/25  A  9 a.m.  Schul Invite at 
   Milton-Union
9/01  A  9 a.m.  Greenville 
   Treaty 
   City Invite
9/08  A  9 a.m.  Tiffin Carnival
9/11  A  4:30 p.m.  Fort Loramie 
   Invite
9/15  A  12 p.m.  Cedarville 
   Friendship 
   Invite
9/22  H  9 a.m.  Tour de Sewer
9/29  A  10 a.m.  Botkins Best in 
   West
10/6  A  9 a.m.  Coldwater 
   Lions 
   Invite
10/13  A  9 a.m.  MAC race at 
   Coldwater

2018 BOYS GOLF SCHEDULE

8/07  A  8:30 a.m.  Cardinal Invite
8/08  A  8 a.m.  Kendig 
   Memorial
8/09  A  9 a.m.  Brookville 
   Invite
8/13  H  4:30 p.m.  Marion Local
8/14  A  9 a.m.  Lehman 
   Catholic
8/16  A  4 p.m.  New Bremen
8/20  H  4:30 p.m.  New Knoxville
8/23  A  4 p.m.  St. Henry
8/25  A  8:30 a.m.  Joe Middleton 
   Invite
8/30  H  4:30 p.m.  Minster
9/01  H  8:30 a.m.  Versailles 
   Invite
9/06  H  4:30 p.m.  Coldwater
9/07  H  4 p.m.  Russia
9/08  A 8:30 a.m.  Franklin-
   Monroe
    Invite
9/10  A  4:30 p.m.  Delphos St. 
   John’s
9/13  H  4:30 p.m.  Fort Recovery
9/15  A  8:30 a.m.  Jordan Moeller 
   Invite
9/22  A  9 a.m.  MAC 
   tournament

2018 GIRLS GOLF SCHEDULE

8/06  A  8 a.m.  Covington
8/07  A  1 p.m.  Miamisburg
8/09  H  8:30 a.m.  Lady Tiger Tee
8/13  A  8:30 a.m.  Arcanum
8/14  A  TBA  Marion Local
8/15  H  4:30 p.m.  New Bremen
8/16  A  8:30 a.m.  Celina
8/17  H  4:30 p.m.  Anna
8/23  H  4:30 p.m.  St. Henry
8/24  A  9 a.m.  Arcanum
8/27  H  4:30 p.m.  Parkway
8/30  A  4 p.m.  Minster
9/06  A  4:30 p.m.  Coldwater
9/10  H  4:30 p.m.  Delphos St. 
   John’s
9/13  A  4:30 p.m.  Fort Recovery
9/17  H  4:30 p.m.  Miami East
9/22  A  8:30 a.m.  MAC 
   championship

Skip Weaver | AIM Media Midwest
The 2018 Versailles Tigers will look for improvement after finishing 4-6 last year. Versailles last finished above .500 in 
2014, when they went 7-5.
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Before the Game, 
After the Game, 

or anytime 
in between...
Stop In At...

Good Luck to all 
our Area Fall 

Sports Athletes! ster should be among the 
conference’s top teams.

Boys golf
No information submit-

ted.

Reach Bryant Billing at 937-538-
4818, or follow @SidneyOHSports 
on Twitter and @BryantBillingSDN 
on Facebook. 

NEW BREMEN
2018 FOOTBALL SCHEDULE

Games start at 7:30 p.m. unless 
otherwise noted.

8/24 A Benjamin Logan*
8/31 H Mississinawa Valley
9/07 H Anna

9/14 A Fort Recovery
9/21 H St. Henry
9/28 A Coldwater
10/05 H Parkway
10/12 A Versailles
10/19 H Delphos St. John’s
10/26 A Minster

*Game starts at 7 p.m.

2018 VOLLEYBALL SCHEDULE

8/21  A  5:30 p.m.  Russia
8/25  H  10 a.m.  Columbus Grove
8/27  H  5:30 p.m.  Botkins
8/30  A  5:30 p.m.  New Knoxville
9/01  A  10 a.m.  Jackson Center
9/04 H  5:30 p.m.  St. Marys
9/06  H  5:30 p.m.  Versailles
9/11  A  5:30 p.m.  Lincolnview
9/13  A  5:30 p.m.  St. Henry
9/15  H  10 a.m.  Anna
9/18  H  5:30 p.m.  Parkway
9/20  A  5:30 p.m.  Minster
9/22  H  10 a.m.  Fort Loramie
9/27  H  5:30 p.m.  Delphos St. 
John’s
9/29  A  8:30 a.m.  Van Wert
10/2  H  5:30 p.m.  Lehman Catholic
10/4  A  5:30 p.m.  Marion Local
10/9  A  5:30 p.m.  Fort Recovery
10/11  H  5:30 p.m.  Coldwater

2018 CROSS COUNTRY SCHEDULE

8/21 A 4:30 p.m. Auglaize County Invite
8/25 A 9 a.m. Delphos St. John’s

9/01 A 9 a.m. Greenville Treaty City 
Invite
9/15 A 8:50 a.m. Eaton
9/18 A 4:30 p.m. Minster Classic
9/22 A 9 a.m. West Liberty-Salem
10/6 A 9 a.m. Coldwater Lions Invite
10/13 A 9 a.m. MAC race at Coldwater

2018 BOYS GOLF SCHEDULE

8/06  H  4 p.m.  Waynesfield-
Goshen
8/07  H  8:30 a.m.  Cardinal Invite
8/08  A  9 a.m.  Auglaize County 
Invite
8/13  A  4:30 p.m.  New Knoxville
8/15  A  10 a.m.  Russia
8/16  H  4 p.m.  Versailles
8/20  A  4 p.m.  St. Henry
8/23  H  4:30 p.m.  Parkway
8/27  A  4 p.m.  Minster
8/30  H  4:30 p.m.  Delphos St. 
John’s
8/31  H  4 p.m.  Fort Loramie
9/01  A  8:30 a.m.  Versailles
9/06  A  4 p.m.  Marion Local
9/10  A  4:30 p.m.  Fort Recovery
9/13  H  4:30 p.m.  Coldwater
9/15  A  8:30 a.m.  Jordan Moeller 
Invite
9/22  A  9 a.m.  MAC tournament

2018 BOYS GOLF SCHEDULE

8/06  H  4 p.m.  Waynesfield-
Goshen
8/07  H  8:30 a.m.  Cardinal Invite

8/08  A  9 a.m.  Auglaize County 
Invite
8/13  A  4:30 p.m.  New Knoxville
8/15  A  10 a.m.  Russia
8/16  H  4 p.m.  Versailles
8/20  A  4 p.m.  St. Henry
8/23  H  4:30 p.m.  Parkway
8/27  A  4 p.m.  Minster
8/30  H  4:30 p.m.  Delphos St. 
John’s
8/31  H  4 p.m.  Fort Loramie
9/01  A  8:30 a.m.  Versailles
9/06  A  4 p.m.  Marion Local
9/10  A  4:30 p.m.  Fort Recovery
9/13  H  4:30 p.m.  Coldwater
9/15  A  8:30 a.m.  Jordan Moeller 
Invite
9/22  A  9 a.m.  MAC tournament

Cardinals
From page 15
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Riverside 
volleyball looks 
to build off 20-4 
season

By Bryant Billing
bbilling@sidneydailynews.com

DeGRAFF — A 
focus on growth helped 
Riverside become a 
playoff team in 2017, 
and coach Tim McGill 
wants to keep that the 
same this year.

Riverside returns 
five starters on both 
sides of the ball from 
last season’s 6-5 team, 
which finished third in 
the Northwest Central 
Conference behind 
Lehman Catholic and 
Lima Perry.

“The expectation 
is to work hard each 
day,” McGill said. “We 
expect our kids to be 
accountable to each 
other, put the team 
first, put others first. 
We really preach that. 
Our focus is to get 
better tomorrow. Our 
concern is not with 
our opponents but 
with ourselves and our 
growth.

The Pirates started 
last season 1-2 after 
two lopsided losses to 
Mechanicsburg and 
Indian Lake in Week 3.

“We started out 
rough, but we grew,” 
McGill, who is enter-
ing his ninth season, 
said. “We suffered 
through some injuries, 
but we battled through 
and grew, and by the 
end of the year we 
weren’t a bad football 
team.”

Senior running back 
Luke Roby returns 
to lead Riverside’s 
offense. He was the 
team’s second leading 
rusher last season with 
944 yards and nine 
touchdowns.

He’ll have plenty of 
blocking back with 
three returning starters 
on the offensive line: 
senior Kayden Smith, 
senior Mason Sacks 
and senior RJ McGow-
en. Senior Jonathan 
McGill, sophomore 
Max Stephens and 
sophomore tight end 
Kaden Burk will round 
out the line.

“Luke’s a real tough 
kid,” McGill said. 
“We’re counting on his 
leadership. Up front, 
we’ve got some guys 
that like to get after it. 
We’re fairly large up 
front, so we’re hoping 
to be physical and con-
trol the ball.”

Split end DJ Strayer 
is the other returning 
starter on offense. The 
squad will have a new 
quarterback.

On defense, River-
side returns McGowen, 
Roby, Joel Cotterman, 

Levi Godwin and Ollie 
Jacobs.

Cotterman, a senior 
defensive back, had 62 
tackles last year. Roby 
had 55 as a safety and 
McGowen had 43 as a 
defensive tackle. God-
win, a junior defensive 
back, had two intercep-
tions a year ago.

Jacobs is a senior 
cornerback, and 
Strayer will also play at 
defensive back. Roby 
will play at linebacker, 
along with senior 
Damian Slaven and 
sophomore Ethan Bur-
rows.

“We’re big on flying 
around,” McGill said 
of the team’s defense. 
“We’ll coach you up.”

Riverside’s schedule 
remains the same.

Volleyball
The Pirates will look 

build on last season’s 
20-4 campaign, which 
included a sectional 
title.

“I expect us to do 
well this year,” coach 
Kerri Meade said. “We 
have a strong front row 
that can really put up a 

block. We have strong 
hitters partnered with 
equally strong setters.”

Senior outside hit-
ter Shelby Giles is the 
team’s leading return-
ee. She was second on 
the team with 161 kills 
and 127 digs last year.

“She brings so much 
to the court,” Meade 
said. “Leadership, posi-
tive attitude, hitting, 
blocking, and a killer 
serve.”

Other returning 
starters are sophomore 
setters Sierra Snow 
and Lauryn Sanford 
and sophomore defen-
sive specialist Allison 
Knight.

Sanford was third on 
the team in kills (73), 
second in aces (39), 
third in blocks (50), 
third in digs (88) and 
first in assists (304). 
Snow was third in 
assists (86) and Knight 
was fourth in digs 
(78).

Key newcomers 
include senior defen-
sive specialist Courtnie 
Smith, sophomore 
outside Hailee Harsh-
barger and freshmen 

middle blockers Jenna 
Woods and Alaina 
Heath.

“Our top newcomer 
is Jenna,” Meade said. 
“She will bring height 
and aggression that we 
need. She has a strong 
block.”

Meade is entering 
her second season as 
the team’s coach.

Boys golf
Riverside was hit 

hard by graduation and 
returns one golfer in 
sophomore John Zum-
berger.

“John will have to 
become the leader of 
the team this year,” 
coach Andy Phelps 
said. “He has had a 
good start to the begin-
ning of the year and I 
know he will work hard 
to keep improving.”

The Pirates have 
five newcomers, all of 
which are playing the 
game for the first time: 
senior Jaxon Heath, 
sophomore Zane Rose 
and freshmen Jayden 
Burchett, Brody 
Rhoads and Owen 
Holycross.

“The boys are doing 
a good job of under-
standing the game 
of golf and they do a 
good job of getting off 
the tee,” Phelps said. 
“We have to continue 
to work on our short 
game. Most of our 
troubled holes come 
from too many putts. 
So we will continue to 
work on that and hope 
we can surprise some 
teams this year in 
matches.”

Phelps said the 
NWCC is wide open 
due to almost all teams 
losing their top golfers 
from last season.

“I want my boys to 
keep improving and 
hopefully start to enjoy 
the game more than 
getting frustrated at 
the game,” Phelps said. 
“I feel John can have a 
great year and maybe 
get out of the sectional 
tournament. He just 
needs to keep work-
ing.”

Girls golf
Angel Allen returns 

for her third year as 
the team’s co-coach, 
while Tori Hess joins 
for her first year.

“We have several 
returning senior girls 
that will be great lead-
ers,” Allen said. “We 
are very young and 
inexperienced but are 
working hard to get 
better.”

The Pirates have four 
returning letterwin-
ners in seniors Dana 
Jones, Kalin Kreglow, 
Mereana Steely and 
junior Rachel Taylor. 
Jones has qualified for 
districts the last two 
years, and Kreglow and 
Steely both have mul-
tiple years of varsity 
experience.

Freshman Mia Stal-
lard is a promising 
newcomer according to 
Allen.

Girls cross country
Riverside will have 

two girls compete indi-
vidually in Aradia Roth 

and Samantha Neeley. 
The Pirates do not 
have any boy runners.

Reach Bryant Billing at 937-538-
4818, or follow @SidneyOHSports 
on Twitter and @BryantBillingSDN 
on Facebook.

RIVERSIDE
2018 FOOTBALL SCHEDULE

Games start at 7 p.m.

8/24 H Ansonia
8/31 A Mechanicsburg
9/07 H Indian Lake
9/14 H Marion Elgin
9/21 A Hardin Northern
9/28 H Waynesfield-Goshen
10/05 A Upper Scioto Valley
10/12 A Lima Perry
10/19 H Ridgemont
10/25 A Lehman Catholic

2018 VOLLEYBALL SCHEDULE

8/18  A  10 a.m.  Mechanicsburg
8/21  H  5:30 p.m.  Bradford
8/23  H  5:30 p.m.  Hardin Northern
8/28  A  5:30 p.m.  Troy Christian
8/30  A  5:30 p.m.  Ridgemont
9/01  A  10 a.m.  Fairlawn
9/06  H  5:30 p.m.  Lehman Catholic
9/08  H  10 a.m.  Arcanum
9/10  A  5:30 p.m.  Springfield 
Catholic 
   Central
9/13  A  5:30 p.m.  Lima Perry
9/15  H  10 a.m.  Indian Lake
9/17  H  5:30 p.m.  Benjamin Logan
9/18  H  5:30 p.m.  Temple Christian
9/22  H  10 a.m.  Jackson Center
9/25  A  5:30 p.m.  Waynesfield-
Goshen
9/27  H  5:30 p.m.  Marion Elgin
9/29  A  10 a.m.  Houston
10/2  A  5:30 p.m.  Mississinawa 
Valley
10/6  H  10 a.m.  Bellefontaine
10/11  A  5:30 p.m.  Upper Scioto 
Valley

2018 CROSS COUNTRY SCHEDULE

8/21  A  4:45 p.m.  Benjamin Logan
8/25  A  9 a.m.  Schul Invite at 
Milton-
   Union
8/28  A  5 p.m.  Logan County 
Invite at 
   Ben Logan
9/04  A  4:45 p.m.  Fairbanks Invite
9/08  A  9 a.m.  Spencerville 
Invite
9/11  A  4:30 p.m.  Indian Lake Invite
9/15  A  10 a.m.  Graham Invite
9/22  A  9 a.m.  West Liberty-
Salem
9/29  A  10 a.m.  Botkins Best in 
West
10/6  A  10 a.m.  Anna Invite
10/13  A 1 0 a.m.  NWCC meet at 
Marion 
   Elgin

2018 BOYS GOLF SCHEDULE

8/06  A  9 a.m.  Benjamin Logan
8/07  A  7:30 a.m.  Indian Lake
8/09  A  4:30 p.m.  Lima Perry
8/10  A  9 a.m.  Jackson Center
8/13  A  9 a.m.  Waynesfield-
Goshen
8/14  H  3 p.m.  Fairlawn
8/16  H  4:30 p.m.  Marion Elgin
8/20  H  4:30 p.m.  Upper Scioto 
Valley
8/21  A  5 p.m.  Waynesfield-
Goshen
8/23  H  4:30 p.m.  Jackson Center
8/27  H  4:30 p.m.  Ridgemont
8/28  H  4:30 p.m.  Emmanuel 
Christian
8/30  H  4 p.m.  Indian Lake
9/06  H  4:30 p.m.  Urbana
9/10  H  4:30 p.m.  Lehman Catholic
9/11  H  4:30 p.m.  Russia
9/13  H  4:30 p.m.  Troy Christian
9/17  A  4:30 p.m.  Emmanuel 
Christian

2018 GIRLS GOLF SCHEDULE

8/06  A  8 a.m.  Covington
8/08  H  10 a.m.  Indian Lake
8/09  H  8:30 a.m.  Benjamin Logan
8/13  A  4 p.m.  Fairbanks
8/14  H  5 p.m.  Benjamin Logan
8/18  A  9 a.m.  Allen East
8/21  H  5 p.m.  Anna
8/23  A  4 p.m.  Fort Loramie
8/27  A  4:30 p.m.  Northwestern
8/30  H  4:30 p.m.  New Bremen
9/04  H  5 p.m.  Benjamin Logan
9/06  H  4:30 p.m.  Urbana
9/10  H  4:30 p.m.  Mechanicsburg
9/13  A  4:30 p.m.  Anna
9/17  H  4:30 p.m.  Minster
9/18  A  4:30 p.m.  New Bremen

O
H

-7
00

71
22

7

Serving Your Insurance Needs Since 1979

AllenbAugh InsurAnce
Your hometown InsurAnce AgencY

Representing great companies like 
Ohio Mutual Insurance

Contact us for
Home, Auto, Farm, and Business.

105 East Pike St., Jackson Center

937-596-6712 41
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Proud of our 
local athletes.

Ryan Woolley

Tom Woolley

Greg Woolley

Luke Gronneberg | Sidney Daily News
The 2018 Riverside Pirates will look to build on last season’s 6-5 campaign in which they earned a playoff berth. Riverside, which has 
finished .500 or better each of the last five seasons, returns five starters on both sides of the ball.

Pirates will focus on continued growth

Bryant Billing | Sidney Daily News
Shelby Giles, center, leads a celebration of Riverside players after a point in the fifth set of a 
sectional game against Catholic Central on Oct. 21, 2017 in Arcanum. Giles, who was second on the 
team with 161 kills last year, is one of four returning starters for the Pirates.

Good luck to all our local sports teams!
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