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By Max Householder
mhouseholder@ 
aimmediamidwest.com 

Archbold boys basket-
ball got the most out of 
its seniors a season ago, 
finishing unbeaten (22-
0) in the regular season 
before bowing out in a 
Division III district semi-
final after a 35-34 loss to 
Coldwater. They finished 
23-1 overall, earning the 
Northwest Ohio Athletic 
League title outright.

“This year, like always, 
the key to our season will 
be our defense,” said sec-
ond-year coach Joe Frank. 
“Our ability to guard and 
rebound the basketball to 
finish possessions will go 
a long way in determin-
ing how successful we 
will be this season. We 
have some key personnel 
back, but how each player 
adjusts to their role will 
be huge.”

The Blue Streaks must 
replace four key contribu-
tors who received mul-
tiple postseason honors 
following the 2018-19 
campaign.

Austin Wiemken was 
first team All-NWOAL, 
District 7 and All-North-
west District, as well 
as third team All-Ohio; 
Jeron Williams first team 
All-NWOAL, first team 
District 7, second team 
All-Northwest District 
and honorable mention 
All-Ohio; and Rigo Ramos 
and AJ Mahnke were 
both honorable mention 
All-NWOAL.

However, the Streaks 
do return Elijah Zimmer-
man (honorable mention 
all-league, District 7) who 
averaged 9.7 points per 
game and 3.8 rebounds a 
season ago.

“We will look to Elijah 
Zimmerman to be our 
vocal leader, but I see sev-
eral others who potential-

ly could become leaders 
as well,” stated Frank.

Other returning seniors 
are Ethan Hagans (3 ppg) 
and Noah Cheney (2.1 
ppg). The Streaks will 
also add newcomers Trey 
Theobald, Noah Gomez, 
Kobe Kennedy, Austin 
Roth, DJ Newman and 
Alex Roth.

“We have high charac-
ter young men who are 
willing to become a high-
ly-competitive team,” said 
Frank on the strengths 
of his team. “This team 
is eager to leave its own 
mark on the Archbold 
basketball program.”

Frank will once again 
turn to the Streaks’ 
defense to lead the way. 
“Last year we held teams 
to 43.1 points per game, 
and we are looking to 
continue to play solid 
defense,” he said. “Our 
opponents shot 39 per-
cent from the field last 
year and we are hoping 
for similar results. Finally, 
each possession on the 
defensive end finishes 
with a defensive rebound. 
We will continue to 
emphasize checking out 
and going after the ball.”

As mentioned, the 
Streaks lost an experi-

enced group to gradua-
tion. That will be their 
primary weakness this 
season.

“We graduated six 
seniors, including four 
starters, which means 
there will be opportuni-
ties for several to play 
meaningful minutes. It 
may take some time to 
define for this team but 
they are all eager to con-
tribute to a successful 
season. We do return four 
players who played a role 
in the team’s success last 
year,” said Frank.

“I think we could 
struggle, at times, on the 

offensive end. Finding 
consistent scoring could 
be a challenge as well. We 
are going to really focus 
on rebounding since we 
will be much smaller this 
year. Checking out and 
being aggressive in going 
to get the ball will be 
emphasized in the pre-
season.”

The NWOAL should 
have many teams in the 
running for a league title 
according to Frank.

“The NWOAL looks 
to be a competitive 
(league), as always, and 
I see several teams com-
peting for the title,” said 

the Blue Streak coach. 
“Evergreen, Wauseon, 
and Bryan should be in 
the hunt. I also feel that 
there is more parity in the 
league this year and we 
will have to be ready to 
compete each night in the 
NWOAL. All NWOAL 
teams have some key peo-
ple back from last year, 
so it should be a battle to 
the finish this year. We 
are hoping to be playing 
our best ball at the end of 
the season and to make a 
tourney run.”

Reach Max Householder at  
419-335-2010

File Photo
Elijah Zimmerman of Archbold drives along the baseline in a tournament game last season. He is the main returnee for the Blue Streaks this season, coming off a 2018-19 
campaign where he averaged 9.7 points per game.

Streaks hungry to compete in stingy NWOAL

File Photo
Archbold’s Harley Phillips attempts a three-pointer during a game last season. Phillips is back for the 
Blue Streaks after averaging 4.8 points per game in 2018-19.

Archbold to lean on younger players
By Max Householder
mhouseholder@ 
aimmediamidwest.com

Archbold girls basket-
ball will need to replace 
a lot of production this 
season as they look to 
compete in the Northwest 
Ohio Athletic League in 
2019-20.

“(We) will need return-
ing players to fill different 
roles to replace three 
starters lost to gradua-
tion,” said head coach 
Brian Ziegler of his team. 
“Will be young with only 
two seniors.”

Back for the Blue 
Streaks are Naomi Rodri-
guez (4.3 points per 
game), Kylie Sauder (3.5 
ppg), Harley Phillips (4.8 
ppg) and Addison Moyer 
(honorable mention All-
NWOAL, 3.5 ppg). They 
also add newcomers 
Abi Borojevich (transfer 
from Evergreen), Kiera 

Gensler, Delaney Gar-
row, Karsyn Hostetler, 
Addison Ziegler, Leah 
McQuade and Sophie 
Rupp.

“Guard play will be 
strong, Need to develop 
some inside strength,” 
said coach Ziegler on 
keys for his team.

The Streaks lose three 
quality players in Lily 
Krieger who was first 
team All-NWOAL and in 
District 7, Andi Peterson 
who was second team all-
league and District 7, and 
Gabby Naziger who was 
honorable mention all-
league and District 7.

Krieger paced the team 
by averaging 11.4 ppg 
and 6.7 rebounds in 2018-
19. Peterson averaged 9.9 
ppg and 3.6 rebounds, 
while Nafziger averaged 
8.8 ppg and 2.7 rebounds.

“We will lack experi-
ence at some key posi-
tions. Lost top two 

rebounders to gradua-
tion,” said Ziegler on 
weaknesses of his team.

Last season Archbold 
finished 14-8 overall. 
Their season ended with 
a 58-54 loss to Rossford 
in a Division III sectional 
final.

The Streaks were alone 
in second in the league, 
posting a 5-2 record. 
They handed Delta its 
only NWOAL blemish.

“League will be bal-
anced,” said Ziegler. “We 
have many good play-
ers and coaches in the 
NWOAL that will make 
for a competitive league 
race.”

Archbold was at Hicks-
ville to begin the season 
Saturday. They have their 
first home game tonight 
when they welcome  
Eastwood.

Reach Max Householder 
 at 419-335-2010

NWOAL Boys Basketball Records
Team
Most points (season)
7 games: 1966 
Archbold, 619.
8 games: 1989 
Liberty Center, 688.

Fewest points allowed 
(season)
10 games: 1932 
Defiance, 116.
8 games: 2012 
Wauseon, 277.
7 games: 2017 
Wauseon, 211.

Most points (quarter)
Delta, 38 vs. 
Montpelier, 1990.

Most field goals 
(game)
Bryan, 49 vs. 
Evergreen, 1970.

Most points (game)
Bryan, 120 vs. 
Montpelier, 1991

Individual
Most points (game)
Roger Springer 

(Archbold),  
48 vs. Montpelier, 
1967.

Most points (season)
7 games: Roger 
Springer (Archbold), 
202, 1967.
8 games: Don Black  
(Bryan), 210, 1991.

Three-point field goals 
(season)
Brian Aeschliman 
(Archbold), 27, 1995.

Most field goals 

(season)
7 games: Steve 
McElrath (Wauseon), 
74, 1966.
8 games: Joe Smith 
(Swanton), 84, 1984.

Most free throws 
(season)
Roger Springer 
(Archbold), 66, 1967.

Three-point field goals 
(career)
Dan Borcherdt 
(Archbold),  
65, 2001-2005.

NWOAL Girls Basketball Records

Team
Most points (season)
1997 Wauseon, 576.

Most points (game)
Archbold, 95 vs. Delta, 
2003.

Longest winning streak
Wauseon, 27 games, 
Jan. 4, 1996 to Feb. 4, 
1999.

Individual
Most field goals 

(season)
Sue Camp (Swanton), 
86, 1981.

Three-point field goals 
(season)
Kierstyn Repp 
(Archbold), 23, 2016.

Most field goals (game)
Sue Camp (Swanton), 
18 vs. Patrick Henry, 
1980.

Most free throws (game)
Kim Bushman (Delta) 
and Bev Schwyn 
(Evergreen), 15.

Most points (game)
Leslie Mugg 
(Swanton) and Jansen 
Heinze (Wauseon), 40.

Most points (season)
Casey Stevenson 
(Bryan), 206, 1998

Three-point field goals 
(career)
Paige Onweller 
(Swanton), 45, 2006-
2009.

Most points (career)
Brigan Wymer (Delta), 
585, 2011-2015.
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The 2019-20 Delta boys basketball team.
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The 2019-20 Delta girls basketball team.

Delta boys hope to make strides in 2019-20
By Max Householder
mhouseholder@aimmediamidwest.com

The Delta boys basketball 
team had a rough 2018-19 
campaign under first-year 
coach Derek Sheridan, but they 
hope the experience gained will 
aid them in a more successful 
season this year.

“The Panthers will have 
to rely on team defense and 
rebounding in order to be 

competitive,” said Sheridan. 
“Offensively the Panthers 
will need to be fundamentally 
sound and role oriented.”

Delta finished last season 
6-16 with a 1-6 mark in 
Northwest Ohio Athletic 
League play. Their only league 
victory was a 49-45 win over 
Patrick Henry.

Returning for the Panthers 
are Braden Risner, Hunter 
Tresnan-Reighard, Mike 

Eckenrode, Hunter Hamilton 
and Josh Tresnan-Reighard. 
Newcomers added are 
Guillermo Asensio, Chase 
Stickley, Alex Hodge, 
Nick Mazurowski, Todd 
Sackschewsky, Bryce Gillen, 
Briar Knapp, Nolan Risner and 
James Ruple.

Coach Sheridan lists team 
chemistry and work ethic as 
strengths for the season. Their 
main weakness is a lack of 

experience.
A contributing factor to an 

inexperienced roster is the 
loss of three All-NWOAL and 
All-District 7 performers from 
a year ago. Gone are Brady 
Wymer and Seth Burres who 
were honorable mention all-
league and District 7, while 
Ashton O’Brien was honorable 
mention District 7.

It will undoubtedly be tough 
for the Panthers to compete for 

a league title, as Sheridan notes 
the strong background of the 
NWOAL and its teams.

“The NWOAL is packed with 
solid players and outstanding 
coaches,” said the second-
year Panther coach. “This will 
probably be another season 
where the league title is 
shared.”

Delta hosts Tinora Friday, 
Dec. 6 to begin the season.

Reach Max Householder at 419-335-2010

Panther girls in search of three-peat
By Max Householder
mhouseholder@ 
aimmediamidwest.com

The Delta girls 
basketball team has the 
potential to win a third 
straight Northwest Ohio 
Athletic League title 
and fourth since 2015 
this season, led by a 
stellar junior class that 
includes three all-league 
performers.

“We have a good core 
back from last year,” said 
10th-year head coach 
Ryan Ripke. “Our junior 
girls are eager to step into 
new roles of leadership. 
But we have a lot of new 
faces that will have to 
learn to mesh together. 
That may take some time 

for us to develop a new 
identity. Also, Braelyn 
Wymer and Ella Ford 
have been rehabbing knee 
injuries from last spring 
so getting them back up 
to playing shape will also 
take some time. I think 
we will get better as 
the season goes on and 
hopefully we’ll be peaking 
at the end to make a run 
in tournament.”

Back in the fold for the 
Panthers are returning 
letter winners Braelyn 
Wymer (second team 
All-NWOAL, honorable 
mention All-Northwest 
District/District 7), 
Brooklyn Wymer (second 
team All-NWOAL, 
honorable mention 

District 7), Brooklyn 
Green (honorable 
mention All-NWOAL/
District 7), and Reagan 
Rouleau.

Braelyn Wymer was 
third on the team in 
scoring a season ago, 
averaging 10.6 points per 
game and 3.7 rebounds. 
Green averaged 10 
ppg and 4.3 rebounds, 
while Brooklyn Wymer 
averaged 8.1 ppg and 2.9 
rebounds. Rouleau was 
the team’s fourth leading 
scorer at 4.5 ppg.

Newcomers to the 
squad are Jorrdyn 
Wolford, Ella Ford, Khloe 
Weber, Kiersten Culler 
and Jersey Irelan.

“We have four of our 

top five scorers back from 
last year,” said Ripke on 
the strengths of the group 
he has returning. “As 
sophomores, Brooklyn 
and Braelyn Wymer, 
Brooklyn Green and 
Reagan Rouleau all played 
vital roles in our success 
last year, and accounted 
for about 60 percent of 
our offense. As a group, 
they are very well-
rounded; they each bring 
something different and 
valuable to this team.”

The Panthers are 
having to replace three 
key contributors from last 
year’s squad, including 
Abbie Freeman who 
was NWOAL Player of 
the Year, first team All-

Northwest District and 
in District 7, and special 
mention All-Ohio. They 
also lose Jessie Giguere 
and Alayna Mitchell.

“Even though we have 
a lot coming back, our 
biggest concern will be 
our depth,” explained 
Ripke. “After those 
four girls, no one has 
played any meaningful 
varsity time. We need to 
find girls who will play 
valuable minutes and can 
do the intangibles for us. 
Rebounding is another 
concern. We’re not a very 
big team, so we are going 
to have to be physical in 
our rebounding game.”

There will likely be 
stiff competition for the 

league title this season. 
As a result, Ripke says 
the Panthers are no shoe 
in to win their third 
straight championship.

“I think we can 
compete for another 
league title,” said the 
Panther coach. “However, 
Wauseon brings everyone 
back and have to be 
considered one of the 
favorites. Archbold brings 
back a lot of experience 
and can never be counted 
out. Bryan also brings 
back a lot of girls from 
last year’s team and they 
will add a talented guard 
that was out last year 
with an injury.”

Reach Max Householder  
at 419-335-2010
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Vikes to be in mix for league title
By Max Householder
mhouseholder@
aimmediamidwest.com

With two of their 
best players returning – 
including one that was 
all-state – Evergreen has 
the potential to win its 
first Northwest Ohio 
Athletic League boys 
basketball title since 
2009.

The Vikings come into 
this season following a 
20-5 year in 2018-19.

“We believe we can 
build on the season 
we had last year and 
continue to work hard 
and compete for a league 
title,” said longtime head 
coach Jerry Keifer.

They are led by the 
return of Mason Loeffler 
who was second team 
All-NWOAL, first team 
All-District 7, second 
team All-Northwest 
District and honorable 
mention All-Ohio. He 
averaged 15.1 points per 
game during his junior 
season.

Also back is Nate 

Brighton (10.2 points 
per game, 9.7 rebounds), 
who was first team All-
NWOAL and honorable 
mention All-Northwest 
District and District 7.

Newcomers to 
the squad include 
sophomores Ethan 
Loeffler and Evan 
Lumbrezer, plus juniors 
Austin Lumbrezer and 
Dylan Hickerson.

“We have really good 
size with 5 seniors 
returning,” said Keifer. 
“Experience should be 
a strength. We have 
two 4-year starters 
returning.”

However, they will 
be without Chandler 
Lumbrezer (9.8 ppg), 
Bryce Hudik (9.7 ppg), 
Nic Borojevich (6.2 ppg) 
and Zack Lumbrezer (2.9 
ppg).

Chandler Lumbrezer 
was second team all-
league and honorable 
mention District 7, 
Hudik honorable 
mention all-league and 
second team District 7, 
and Borojevich honorable 

mention both in the 
league and District 7.

“We lost our 2 primary 
ball handlers from last 
year, and will have two 
new point guards getting 
their first varsity action,” 
said Keifer on potential 

weaknesses for the 
season.

The Vikings were 5-2 
in league play a season 
ago, good enough for 
third in the NWOAL 
behind Archbold (7-0) 
and Wauseon (6-1). They 

will look to surpass the 
Blue Streaks and Indians, 
along with the other 
teams, in 2019-20.

“Should be very 
interesting year in the 
NWOAL. I see 4 or 5 
teams with a legit shot 

at a league title,” said 
Keifer.

Evergreen opens the 
season next Monday, 
Dec. 2 when they 
welcome Ottawa Hills.

Reach Max Householder at 419-
335-2010

Mason Loeffler of Evergreen goes up for a bucket in 
a tournament game at Toledo Central Catholic last 
season. He was honorable mention All-Ohio and is back 
for his senior season this year.

File Photos
Savannah VanOstrand hits a three-pointer for Evergreen in a game last season. She 
was second team All-NWOAL and honorable mention All-District 7 as a junior.

Mady Peluso of Evergreen, right, takes the ball up the court in a tournament game last winter. She was honorable 
mention all-league and in District 7 a season ago.

File Photo
Nate Brighton of Evergreen looks for room underneath the hoop in a non-
league game versus Delta last season. He returns for the Vikings after being 
named first team All-NWOAL, plus honorable mention All-Northwest District 
and District 7 a season ago.

Unselfish Vikings work as team
By Drew Stambaugh
dstambaugh@aimmediamidwest.com

Evergreen has six letter 
winners returning as they 
look to build on last year’s 3-4 
finish in the Northwest Ohio 
Athletic League.

Leading the returnees for 
Coach Brittaney Cymbolin is 
Savannah VanOstrand, who 
was second team All-NWOAL, 
and honorable mention All-
District 7 as a junior. She 
averaged 7 points and 6 

rebounds per game.
Mady Peluso was honorable 

mention in the league and 
District 7 and also returns 
after averaging 6 points and 
3 rebounds per game last 
season.

Also back for Evergreen 
are Kenndi Keifer (5 points, 
2 rebounds per game), Nicole 
Brand (3 points, 2 rebounds 
per game), Bekah Bowser (3 
points, 2 rebounds per game), 
and Naomi Brand (2 points, 2 
rebounds per game).

“One of our strengths 
consists of our ability to work 
as a team,” said Cymbolin. 
“These kids are extremely 
unselfish and work well 
together. We also have a young 
group of underclassmen who 
push our upperclassmen to 
perform each and every day.”

Kelsie Komisarek and Abi 
Borojevich will need to be 
replaced, but the coach cited 
several promising newcomers. 
They are Sydney Woodring, 
Jordan Lumbrezer, Morgan 

Foster, and Paige Radel.
Cymbolin said her team 

needs to do a better job 
of starting off strong and 
rebounding the basketball.

Last season, all but one 
of the teams in the NWOAL 
finished with at least three 
league wins. That balance 
could continue.

“I feel the league is pretty 
evenly matched and do not 
see one team necessarily 
dominating,” said Cymbolin, 
who has an overall coaching 

record of 139-58. “I think any 
one team will have the ability 
to knock off another on any 
given night.”

The Vikings, who were 8-14 
overall a season ago, will open 
up the season Tuesday with a 
home game against Otsego.

“I feel like our girls can 
surprise some teams with 
their work ethic and team 
play,” said Cymbolin. “Over 
the past year, our girls have 
truly come together and will 
be fun to watch this season.”
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Eagles look to shine under new coach
By Max Householder
mhouseholder@ 
aimmediamidwest.com

The Fayette girls 
basketball team hopes a 
turn to the past can get 
the program heading in 
the right direction.

Back to coach the 
Eagles is Ryan Colegrove 
who previously guided 
the program from 2000-
05. He holds a 54-52 
record as a varsity coach, 
a run that included 
capturing a district 

championship in his final 
season at the helm of the 
girls.

Since that time, 
Colegrove has been with 
the Fayette boys program, 
the last 14 years serving 
as a varsity assistant to 
longtime coach Todd 
Mitchell.

“We look to continue 
to improve and be more 
competitive as the 
year progresses,” said 
Colegrove of his team. 
“If we progress as hoped, 
we could be competitive 

in the league and the 
sectional.”

The Eagles return 
perhaps their best player 
in junior Trista Fruchey 
who led the team with 
15.8 points per game 
and 11.2 rebounds last 
season.

She was also first 
team All-Buckeye Border 
Conference and second 
team District 7.

Other returning letter 
winners for the Eagles 
are Addisyn Bentley, 
Jillian Figgins, Zoee 

Keiser, Jensyn Robinson 
and Amber Gaona. 
Newcomers to the squad 
are Emma Leininger, 
Gracee Bingman, Jada 
Reinking and Alicyn 
Brown.

“Post play led by 
Fruchey,” said Colegrove 
on the main strenghth of 
his team.

The first-year coach 
also lists attitude, effort, 
and very coachable as 
strengths.

A main weakness is 
numbers; they only have 

12 girls throughout the 
program. Other trouble 
areas are ball handling 
against pressure, three-
point shooting, and 
learning how to win.

The Eagles will have 
to replace all-league 
performers Mataya 
Rufenacht (honorable 
mention All-BBC, District 
7) and Rhys Ruger 
(honorable mention All-
BBC).

In 2018-19, Fayette 
posted a 5-18 overall 
mark with a 3-9 record 

in BBC play. They fell to 
Pettisville in a Division 
IV sectional final.

The Eagles will look 
to improve their league 
standing this season.

“The league should 
be pretty balanced, with 
some of the top teams 
losing productive seniors 
from last year and some 
of the bottom teams 
showing improvement,” 
Colegrove said of the 
BBC.

Reach Max Householder  
at 419-335-2010

Photo submitted
The 2019-20 Fayette girls basketball team.

Despite losses, Eagles poised for success
By Max Householder
mhouseholder@aimmediamidwest.com

Fayette boys basketball 
returns a solid group of 
players for the 2019-20 
campaign, but will be without 
their three All-Buckeye Border 
Conference performers.

“This is a great group of 
young men who work hard 
and have great attitudes. If we 
follow the process and prepare 
for each game like it’s the 
most important, then I think 
this could be a very successful 

season,”said veteran head 
coach Todd Mitchell.

Back for the Eagles are 
Noah Brinegar (6.3 points per 
game, 2.7 rebounds), Tanner 
Lemley (5.7 points per game, 
4 rebounds), Caden Colegrove, 
Jaxsen Wentz, Jose Aguilar 
and Tanner Wagner.

Newcomers to the squad 
will be Elijah Lerma, Quinn 
Mitchell, Eli Eberly, Phillip 
Whiteside and Noah Bingman.

But, Fayette has to replace 
Trey Keefer and Clayton 
Pheils who were each first 

team All-BBC, plus Porter 
Maginn who was honorable 
mention.

“We have a strong core 
returning this year with six 
guys who played meaningful 
minutes last season,” said 
Mitchell on the strengths of 
his team this season. “Our 
roster has seven seniors 
and we will lean on their 
leadership throughout the 
year. Depth should be one of 
our strengths. Last year we 
relied on Trey and Clayton 
for most of our scoring, but 

this year we should have a 
balanced attack with many 
players capable of scoring for 
us.”

Size will be a trouble area 
for the Eagles this season.

“We don’t have any players 
taller than 6’2” so our defense 
and rebounding will require 
a great team effort,” said 
Mitchell.

The Eagles’ coach envisions 
a highly-competitive league 
race this season.

“Playing the round robin in 
our league makes every game 

very important right out of 
the gate,” he said. “The league 
should have as many as four 
teams vying for the league 
championship this year. The 
teams that stay healthy and do 
all the little things right will 
be in contention at the end of 
the season.”

Fayette finished the 2018-19 
campaign 13-10 overall with 
a 8-4 mark in BBC play. They 
open the season this Friday at 
Antwerp.

Reach Max Householder at 419-335-2010

Photo submitted
The 2019-20 Fayette boys basketball team.
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Photo submitted
The 2019-20 Pettisville boys basketball team.

Photo submitted
The 2019-20 Pettisville girls basketball team.

Blackbirds need to replace production from last year
By Max Householder
mhouseholder@aimmediamidwest.com

The Pettisville boys 
basketball team hopes there 
isn’t much dropoff from last 
year despite losing a total of 
seven letter winners, four of 
which received postseason 
honors a season ago.

Gone for the Blackbirds are 
three of their top four scorers 
from last year in Detric Yoder 
(12.2 points per game, 6.3 
assists), Sam Rychener (11 
points per game, 7.6 rebounds), 
and Logan Rufenacht (9.1 
points per game). Yoder 
was first team All-Buckeye 

Border Conference, first 
team All-District 7 and third 
team All-Northwest District; 
Rychener honorable mention 
All-BBC and in District 7; and 
Rufenacht honorable mention 
All-BBC and District 7.

They also lose Canidate 
Vickery, who was honorable 
mention District 7 after 
averaging 5.7 points and 4.2 
rebounds per game during his 
senior season, plus Eli Grieser, 
Austin Horning and Caleb 
Keim.

The Birds do return a top 
player in senior Graeme Jacoby. 
He averaged 11.3 points per 
game and 6.9 rebounds as a 

junior, all while being named 
first team All-BBC, second 
team District 7 and honorable 
mention All-Northwest 
District.

Their other returning letter 
winner is Mitchell Avina (4.4 
points per game, 1.2 assists).

“Even with only two 
returning letter winners from 
last season, our new group 
of players have been very 
coachable,” said fourth-year 
coach Brian Leppelmeier. 
“Throughout the preseason, 
the returners have been good 
leaders as we progress with 
this new team.”

Newcomers added to 

the roster include Max 
Leppelmeier, Josh Horning, 
Isaac Reynolds, Cayden Jacoby, 
Jaton Zuver, Payne Reiniche, 
Jake King and Dominic 
Heising.

The coaching staff hopes this 
group can fill the void lost by 
departed letter winners from 
last year.

“We graduated a solid group 
of seniors that were responsible 
for over 60 percent of our 
offense,” explained coach 
Leppelmeier. “Of the seven 
seniors lost to graduation, four 
of them were starters led by 
our leading scorer and area 
assist leader Detric Yoder. 

Our challenge to begin this 
season for our newcomers to 
the varsity level is learning and 
accepting the new roles for this 
team.”

Last year Pettisville posted 
an 18-7 record and was 11-1 
in the BBC to claim a league 
title. However, with a less 
experienced roster in 2019-20, 
matching that success could be 
difficult.

“The BBC will be balanced 
and competitive this year,” said 
Leppelmeier.

Pettisville hosts Montpelier 
this Friday in league play to 
begin the season.

Reach Max Householder at 419-335-2010

Birds aim to compete in Buckeye Border Conference race
By Max Householder
mhouseholder@ 
aimmediamidwest.com

The Pettisville girls 
basketball team will look 
to contend for a Buckeye 
Border Conference title 
despite losing three of 
their best players from 
last year’s team.

“We want to give 100 
percent each night and 
keep improving. We plan 
to contend night in and 

night out,” said head 
coach Jason Waldvogel, 
who enters his 23rd 
year as coach of the 
Blackbirds.

Gone for the Birds is 
Morgan Leppelmeier who 
was BBC Player of the 
Year, District 7 Player of 
the Year, first team All-
Northwest District and 
third team All-Ohio. She 
averaged 18.2 points per 
game as a senior.

Also departing is 

Brandi Schnitkey who 
was second team All-
BBC and honorable 
mention All-District 7, 
plus Elizabeth Beck who 
was honorable mention 
All-BBC and in District 
7. Schnitkey averaged 9.2 
points per game and Beck 
5.4 points per game.

“Individuals will be 
finding new roles than 
they have played in the 
past and the lack of 
size,” said Waldvogel on 

potential weaknesses for 
his current group.

The Birds do return 
Mikayla Graber 
(honorable mention All-
BBC), Jessica McWatters, 
Xavia Borden and 
Heather Sauder. Graber 
and McWatters each 
averaged 5.3 points per 
game a season ago.

Newcomers to the 
squad are Elise Hartzler, 
Taylor Balser, Meleah 
Plank, Alli King, Ellie 

Grieser and Leah Beck.
“Willingness to work 

and play hard,” said 
Waldvogel on his team’s 
strengths. “We should 
be able to shoot the 
basketball fairly well 
and play aggressive on 
defense.”

Pettisville finished last 
year with a 17-8 overall 
record and 10-2 mark in 
league play. The BBC 
title race should be a 
fun one, according to 

Waldvogel.
“I believe the league 

will be balanced with 
Edon and North Central 
bringing back a good 
nucleus of players,” he 
said. “As in every year, 
we want to try to contend 
for a top spot.”

Pettisville is in action 
tonight when they visit 
Montpelier.

Reach Max Householder  
at 419-335-2010
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The 2019-20 Swanton boys basketball team.

Max Householder | Fulton County Expositor
The 2019-20 Swanton girls basketball team.

Thornton, Vance to lead Bulldogs
By Drew Stambaugh
dstambaugh@ 
aimmediamidwest.com

Swanton boys 
basketball will need to 
replace its top three 
scorers, as the Bulldogs 
look to improve on last 
season’s 11-13 record.

Lost to graduation 
are Randy Slink and 
Jared Wilson, who each 
averaged 12 points per 
game, and Hunter Mix, 
who scored 9.2 per game. 
Slink and Wilson were 
each second team All-
NWOAL and honorable 
mention in District 7.

Also gone are Dylan 
Gilsdorf and Dean 
Croskey. Gilsdorf was 
honorable mention all-
league and in District 7 
after recording 5 points 
and 3 assists per game.

The Bulldogs do, 
however, return two 
key players from last 
year’s squad – junior 
Andrew Thornton and 
Josh Vance. Thornton, 
a forward, averaged 8 
points and 5 rebounds 
per game last season and 
was named honorable 
mention in District 7.

Vance, a guard, scored 

6 points per game and 
added 2 assists.

“Andrew Thornton 
and Josh Vance bring 
two years of varsity 
experience and a strong 
understanding for our 
system,” said Swanton 
coach Joel Visser. “For 
us to reach the goals we 
are capable of we need to 
be able to lean on them 
to score and lead our 
team both on and off the 
(court). Josh and Andrew 
are high basketball IQ 
players and are very 
coachable on the court. 
They bring it every 

day when they come 
to practice and I look 
forward to their hard 
work paying dividends 
for us this season.”

Senior Justyn Barlett 
also returns at guard for 
the Bulldogs.

“Justyn Bartlett was 
a good sixth man for 
us down the stretch 
last season and began 
to get his feet wet with 
becoming a varsity 
basketball player,” said 
Visser, who has a career 
record of 47-47. “He has 
great lateral quickness 
and is our best on ball 

defender. He is a very 
good catch and shoot 
guy with the skill set 
defensively to be the 
best defender in the 
NWOAL.”

Other returning letter 
winners are senior center 
Jake Crow and senior 
forward Brendan Keith.

Newcomers with a 
chance to make their 
mark on the varsity 
roster include juniors 
Trent Weigel, guard; 
Blake Szalapski, forward; 
Anthony Duarte, 
forward; Corey Becker, 
guard; and Brendan 

Pelland, guard.
Visser sees team 

defense and depth as 
strengths for the season. 
He said the Bulldogs 
will need to establish 
leadership and find 
chemistry with a young 
team.

“We are very young, 
raw but also talented,” 
he said. “If our players 
are willing to accept 
their roles and we can 
find some good team 
chemistry we will be 
a very competitive 
basketball team this 
season.”

Experience is key for Bulldogs
By Drew Stambaugh
dstambaugh@ 
aimmediamidwest.com

Swanton girls 
basketball returns a 
wealth of experience as 
they look to improve on 
a 13-9 overall record in 
the 2018-2019 season.

Averie Lutz leads 
the returnees for the 
Bulldogs. She was 
named first team All-
NWOAL and second 
team All-District 7 as a 
sophomore last season.

Her sister, Aricka, 
also returns for her 
junior season. She was 
honorable mention all-
league and in District 7 
last season.

“Averie had a 
tremendous year for us 
last year and we will rely 
on her for heavy minutes 
this year, she put in a lot 
of extra time shooting 
in the offseason,” said 
coach Eric Oakes. 
“Aricka really heads our 
defense (took 15 charges 
last season) and we 

seem to feed off her on 
the defensive side.”

Also returning for 
Swanton are letter 
winners Grace Oakes, 
Ashlynn Waddell, Jessica 
Dohm, Morgan Pine, 
Kara Truckor, Maya 
Vargas and Frankie 
Nelson.

He sees that 
experience as a strength, 
along with being a 
“scrappy team with 
some speed.” With the 
depth of the roster, 
Swanton could start a 

few different lineups 
depending on matchups, 
he said.

“Looking for a big 
year from sophomore 
Frankie Nelson, really 
think she can step up 
and really be a tough 
person to defend 
anywhere on the floor,” 
said coach Oakes. 
“Grace, Morgan, Kara, 
Ashlynn, Jessica all 
(are) returning letter 
winners with big roles 
on our team, will look 
for great leadership from 

these seniors.”
Height could be a 

weakness for the Dogs. 
Coach Oakes said the 
team is not that tall and 
“will have to work hard 
on rebounding and post 
defense.”

With so many 
experienced players 
coming back, coach 
Oakes listed just one 
promising newcomer - 
Alexis Sarvo, who was 
recently named All-Ohio 
in volleyball.

He sees a balanced 

league race.
“Think league will 

be very competitive all 
the way through,” said 
coach Oakes. “Could see 
a champ or co-champs 
with a couple of losses 
in league play.”

Swanton’s home 
opener will be Dec. 2 
against Cardinal Stritch 
as they play on the road 
often during the first 
part of the season. Their 
second home game is 
not until Dec. 20 against 
Holgate.
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Wauseon boys determined to carry on winning tradition
By Max Householder
mhouseholder@aimmediamidwest.
com

Wauseon boys 
basketball lost an 
experienced core after last 
season, but they will look 
to reload for the 2019-20 
campaign and continue 
their winning ways.

“We have a lot of new 
faces in new roles,” said 
head coach Chad Burt of 
his team. “We have won 
18 or more games for 8 
years in a row and have 
a group of kids that are 
eager to compete and 
establish themselves at 
the varsity level. However, 
we are very inexperienced 
as a whole. They are a 
very coachable group and 
will continue to grow and 
develop as the season 
progresses.”

The most notable 
returnee is Sean Brock 
who was honorable 
mention All-Northwest 
Ohio Athletic League and 
in District 7, all while 
averaging nine points per 
game and six rebounds. 
Also back are Noah Tester 
(5.5 points per game, 2 
rebounds), Connar Penrod 
(2 points per game, 3 
rebounds), Jonas Tester 
(2 points per game), Isaac 
Wilson and Tyson Britsch.

Newcomers looking to 
contribute will be Owen 
King, Noah Sauber, 
Easton Delgado, Kolton 
DeGroff, Jacob Hageman, 
Clay Stump, Carson Burt, 
Krue Powers and Matthew 
Shaw.

“We have a group that 
is very hard working and 
athletic overall,” said Burt 
on the strengths of his 
team. “They are eager to 
follow up on success from 
previous years and have 
been really competing 
hard in practice.”

However, they will have 
to replace three players 
who received all-league 
and all-district honors last 
season.

Gone for the Indians 
is Levi Seiler who was 
tabbed player of the year 
both in the NWOAL and 
District 7, as well as being 
named first team All-
Northwest District and 
third team All-Ohio.

Trent Armstrong 
departs after he was 

first team all-league and 
District 7, plus third 
team All-Northwest 
District a season ago. 
Trevor Rodriguez – who 
also graduated – was 
honorable mention all-
league and honorable 
mention District 7.

Garrett Smith, Zac 
Carroll and Dylan Michael 
graduated as well.

“We graduated six 
seniors that made 
significant contributions 
on the court, but more 
importantly they were 
leaders in the locker 
room,” stated Burt. “This 
will not be easy to replace. 
Team ball handling will 
be a point of emphasis 
and a major concern. We 
will need to continue to 
develop our perimeter 
skills to be successful 
offensively. Rebounding 
at both ends is a major 
concern as well, as we 
lack overall height. Our 
perimeter shooting will 
need to get better as the 
season progresses.”

Wauseon finished last 
season 18-5 overall and 
6-1 in the NWOAL, which 
was good enough for 
second place.

Burt looks for his team 
to finish in the middle of 
the league this season. 
His top four consists of 
Archbold, Evergreen, 
Bryan, and Wauseon.

“Overall, the league 
will be as balanced and 
competitive as it has been 
in a long time with a 
number of teams capable 
of winning the league 
title,” he said. “Archbold 
has tremendous athletes 
and tradition. Bryan 
and Evergreen return 
arguably the top talent 
in the league. Swanton 
has outstanding talent 
and have kids that will 
compete. Liberty Center 
is very athletic. With 
the great coaches in the 
league, this should be a 
fun year in the league. 
Teams will have to be 
ready night in and night 
out in the league to make 
a run at the title.”

Wauseon opens the 
season on Saturday when 
they welcome in Archbold 
for a non-league tilt.

Reach Max Householder at 419-
335-2010

File Photos
Wauseon’s Sean Brock scores during a game last season. He is the main returnee for the Indians this season, back after being named 
honorable mention all-league and in District 7 a season ago.

Noah Tester (14) with a reverse layup for Wauseon in a game at Archbold last season. He averaged 5.5 points per game during his junior 
season.

Indians aim to build on last year’s strong finish
By Max Householder
mhouseholder@ 
aimmediamidwest.com

Wauseon girls 
basketball ended the year 
strong a season ago, and 
are now looking to carry 
that momentum into the 
2019-20 campaign. They 
lose just one letter winner 
off last year’s team which 
finished 12-12, tying for 
third in the Northwest 
Ohio Athletic League 
with a 4-3 record.

“We are looking to pick 
up where we left off last 
season and continue to 
build,” said head coach 
Dan Seiler, entering 
his second season at 
the helm. “We have 
experience coming back 
and looking to become 
consistent each and every 
game.”

The Indians return a 
bulk of their production 
from last year’s squad, 
including sophomore 
Marisa Seiler (first 
team All-NWOAL, 
second team District 7, 
honorable mention All-
Northwest District) who 
led the team in scoring 
at 14.3 points per game. 
She also pulled down five 
rebounds a game.

Sydney Zirkle (second 
team All-NWOAL, 
honorable mention 

District 7/All-Northwest 
District) returns after 
averaging 12.5 points 
per game and leading 
the team in rebounding 
at over seven a game last 
season. Sam Aeschliman 
(honorable mention 
all-league, District 7) is 
back after averaging 9.3 
points per game and 3.1 
rebounds in 2018-19.

Other returning letter 
winners for the Indians 
include Chelsie Raabe 
(2.2 ppg, 2.6 rpg), 
Autumn Pelok (2.5 ppg, 
3 rpg), Mercedes Osley, 
Delanie Roush, Amanda 
Wendt, Eliana Barajas 
and Kadence Carroll.

“I feel the strongest 
area of my team is 
experience,” said coach 

Seiler.
They will have to 

replace Alexis Suarez 
who averaged 2.4 points 
per game in her senior 
season. Suarez was 
honorable mention all-
league and in District 7.

Coach Seiler is hoping 
to get more consistent 
play out of his team this 
season.

With many key players 
returning, Wauseon will 
be very much a player in 
the league race.

“I hope to be one of the 
league contenders this 
season,” said Seiler. “Our 
girls worked hard over 
the summer and continue 
to work hard in practice. 
I think the league will 
be very competitive this 

season. We’re hoping 
to get better with every 
game.”

Wauseon travels to 
Anthony Wayne tonight 
to begin the season. They 
are also at Archbold for 
a non-league contest 
Friday.

Reach Max Householder  
at 419-335-2010

Max Householder | Fulton County Expositor
The 2019-20 Wauseon girls basketball team.


