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Adding insulation to your home 
is one of the most cost-effective 

energy-efficiency measures 
you can do to help save energy. 

Lorain-Medina Rural Electric offers 
insulation rebates as high as $800 

to members of the cooperative 
in homes with electric heat. Our 
Energy Services Advisors can 

conduct an energy audit of your 
home and help determine if you 

need additional insulation.
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Corral 
entryway clutter

The entryway to a home is the 
first thing guests experience 
when coming inside. It also 

can be the first place residents drop 
their belongings after long days at 
school or work. As a result, entryways 
can quickly be consumed by clutter. 
Taming such messes takes a mixture 
of ingenuity and planning.
Homeowners hoping to clear their 
entryways of clutter must first decide 
what they want to get out of the space. 
Will it simply be a decorative spot 
with photos and other home decor on 
display? Or is functionality the 
primary goal? 
Once that decision has been made, 
take inventory of which items, such as 
shoes, keys, umbrellas or coats, need 
to be in the area, which don’t (i.e., old 
mail). To make things more organized, 
rearrange the former while removing 
the latter.
Next it is time to assess storage needs 
and what’s already available. User-
friendly storage items may need to 
be purchased to make the room as 
functional as possible. The following 
ideas also can help bring order 
to the space.
Create a command center. Create 
a central location where items are 

neat, orderly and within reach. Use a 
bulletin board, dry-erase calendar or 
something that can house schedules 
and important notices. Hooks can hold 
keys, chargers and more. 
Keep it covered. Covered bins 
can serve as a seating area and 
also a place to store shoes, hats 
and scarves.
Create cabinet space. Store items in 
cabinets so they are organized but out 
of sight. This way belongings are not 
just left on an entryway table.
Create another drop zone. If the 
entryway is too small to serve its 
purpose, outfit another room or area 
that also can do the job. This can be 
a laundry room or mudroom area. 
Install shelves, a bench, cabinets and 
hooks. Just be sure this space is close 
enough to the entryway to make 
it useful.
Go vertical. An easy way to keep 
things neater is to remove items from 
the floor and embrace vertical storage. 
Shoe racks, hooks for purses and a 
cabinet for coats may do the trick.
Clutter can accumulate in entryways. 
But some simple adjustments can 
quickly revamp the space to make it 
neater and much more functional.
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Many homes do not have space for 
guest rooms, kids’ play areas and 
home theater lounges that are 

possible in homes with substantial square 
footage. But they may not be missing out 
at all.
While large homes remain popular, many 
people are embracing the benefits of 
smaller residences. Small homes help 
homeowners save money, require less 
maintenance, have smaller environmental 
impact, and reduce the temptation to 
accumulate “stuff.”
Owners of small homes or apartments can 
still enjoy the benefits of larger spaces, 
they just need to equip rooms to perform 
double duty. 

Living room/guest room
Entertaining guests is easier when there’s 
a dedicated space where visitors can feel 
at home. When furnishing a living room, 
keep the guest room in mind. A sofa that 
opens up to a bed or a convertible 

sectional can be a comfortable place for 
guests to lay their heads. Side tables 
provide guests with places to store their 
belongings, and an empty storage chest 
can house bed linens or guests’ clothing.

Den/playroom
Children tend to accumulate toys and 
games. And as kids grow from children 
to young adults, their list of must-have 
items — from video gaming systems to 
other electronics — grows along with them. 
Storage can make a room functional for both 
adults and children. Devote an entire wall to 
a closet or drawer system where toys can be 
stored out of sight when necessary. Storage 
ottomans can be used for extra seating while 
also providing somewhere for homeowners 
to stash stuffed animals or games for easy 
access. When choosing furniture, look 
for fabrics that are resistant to stains and 
modular pieces that can be moved around 
as necessary to create room for playing or 
entertaining.

Bedroom/home office
In 2015, 24 percent of employed people in 
the United States did some or all of their 
work at home, says the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. Bringing work home means men 
and women will need a space to work. In 

tight quarters, bedrooms may be the only 
available area. An armoire-style desk will 
blend in with the decor and can the day.
In smaller homes, homeowners may 
be forced to turn rooms into dual purpose 
areas.

Rooms can serve double duty

A trundle sofa bed enables overnight guests to 
sleep comfortably right in the living room or den.

Potential indicators 
of roof trouble
With regard to home repairs, 

homeowners may be able 
to delay some projects until 

the weather permits or they find room 
in their budgets. But other areas, 
including the roof, may demand 
immediate action.
Few homeowners give the roofs 
of their homes much thought until 
a problem arises. But learning to 
recognize potential indicators of roof 
trouble can help homeowners prevent 
potentially drastic situations down the 
road.
Light: Homeowners with attics in their 
homes can inspect the ceilings inside 
the attic for signs of holes or leaks. 
Light peering through the top of the 
house indicates a hole or leak, as does 
stains or streaks on the ceiling.
Worn shingles: Shingles should 
lie flat against the roof, so any that 

appear to be buckling or turning up 
are damaged and in need of repair. 
A single damaged shingle does not 
require a full roof replacement, but 
inspect all the shingles nonetheless. 
Another indicator of shingle problems 
can be found when cleaning 
downspouts or gutters. If the gutters 
and downspouts contain lots of shingle 
granules, the roof may soon need to 
be replaced.
Moss: Moss on a rooftop may give 
a home character, but that added 
character is costly. Shady areas 
of a roof can be susceptible to the 
growth of moss and fungi because 
moisture can be trapped in such 
areas. If possible, remove moss or 
fungi from a roof with a stiff brush 
or hire a professional to do the job 
instead. Moss may come back even 
after brushing it off, so homeowners 
should keep an eye on areas of their 

roofs that get little sunlight. In addition, 
trapped moisture can be very harmful 
to a roof, so it may be wise to exercise 
caution and have roofs with mold or 
fungi growths inspected.
Age: Another indicator of roof trouble 
may be the age of the roof. Even if 
there are no visible signs of damage, 
homeowners whose roofs have some 
years under their belt may want to 

consider replacing them. Asphalt 
shingle roofs typically have life 
expectancies of 20 to 25 years, while 
roofs installed over existing layers of 
shingles may need to be replaced 
after 20 years.
Recognizing minor roof damage before 
it escalates into a larger problem can 
save homeowners substantial amounts 
of money.
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INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.
home - farm - auto - health - life - business

Beriswill
Denise Breyley

173 Depot Street | Wellington, Ohio 44090
(440) 647-6010

Scott Beriswill
35881 Grafton Eastern Rd. | Grafton, Ohio 44044

(440) 926-3312

www.beriswillins.com

Good Luck 

to the Fair 

Participants

41018586

Over 25 years of experience

 D & M EARTH MOVING
Pond Specialist - Ponds Cleaned, Dug or Filled In

• land clearing
• ditch cleaning
• dozer work
• site work

Mike sUMMers
cell: 216-316-3309
FaX: 440-965-4187

12709 sr 113
wakeMan, oh 44889

DUMP TRUCK FOR HIRE
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Spring and summer may be the 
seasons most often associated 
with landscaping and lawn care, 

but tending to lawns and gardens is 
a year-round job. If lawn and garden 
responsibilities dip considerably in winter, 
then fall is the  last significant chance 
before the new year that homeowners will 
have to address the landscaping around 
their homes.
Fall lawn care differs from spring and 
summer lawn care, even if the warm 
temperatures of summer linger into 
autumn. Homeowners who want their 
lawns to thrive year-round can take 
advantage of the welcoming weather of fall 
to address any existing or potential issues.
Keep mowing, but adjust how you 
mow. It’s important that homeowners 
continue to mow their lawns so long as 
grass is growing. But as fall transitions into 
winter, lower the blades so the grass is 
cut shorter while remaining mindful that no 
blade of grass should ever be trimmed by 
more than one-third. Lowering the blades 
will allow more sunlight to reach the grass 
in the months ahead.
Remove leaves as they fall. Much 
like apple-picking and foliage, raking 
leaves is synonymous with fall. Some 
homeowners may wait to pick up a rake 
until all of the trees on their properties 
are bare. However, allowing fallen leaves 
to sit on the ground for extended periods 
of time can have an adverse effect on 
grass. Leaves left to sit on the lawn may 
ultimately suffocate the grass by forming 
an impenetrable wall that deprives the 
lawn of sunlight and oxygen. The result 
is dead grass and possibly even fungal 

Fall lawn care tips

According to the SUNY College of 
Environmental Science and Forestry, soil pH 
indicates the acidity of alkalinity in soil. Soil 
pH can be used to learn various things about 
soil properties, and can be most accurately 
measured using a pH meter. Soil pH can vary 
on the same lawn, so homeowners who want 
to get an accurate determination of the soil pH 
levels on their properties may want to gather 
samples from various areas of the yard. Soil 
pH levels typically range from 3 to 10, though 
most plants thrive in slightly acidic soil (pH 
levels between 6 and 7) that provides ample 
access to many nutrients.

disease. Leaves may not need to be 
raked every day, but homeowners should 
periodically rake and remove leaves from 
their grass, even if there are plenty left to 
fall still hanging on the trees.
Repair bald spots. Summer exacts a 
toll on lawns in various ways, and even 
homeowners with green thumbs may 
end up with a lawn filled with bald spots 
come September. Autumn is a great time 
to repair these bald spots. Lawn repair 
mixes like Scotts® PatchMaster contain 
mulch, seed and fertilizer to repair bald 

spots, which can begin to recover in as 
little as seven days. Before applying such 
products, remove dead grass and loosen 
the top few inches of soil. Follow any 
additional manufacturer instructions as 
well.
Aerate the turf. Aerating reduces soil 
compacting, facilitating the delivery of 
fertilizer and water to a lawn’s roots. While 
many homeowners, and particularly those 
who take pride in tending to their own 
lawns, can successfully aerate their own 

turf, it’s best to first have soil tested so 
you know which amendments to add after 
the ground has been aerated. Gardening 
centers and home improvement stores 
sell soil testing kits that measure the pH of 
soil, but homeowners who want to test for 
nutrients or heavy metals in their soil may 
need to send their samples to a lab for 
further testing.
Fall lawn care provides a great reason to 
spend some time in the yard before the 
arrival of winter.
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Homeowners looking to renovate often see 
room for improvement in their kitchens and 
bathrooms. The National Association of 

Home Builder’s Remodeling Market Index Survey, 
which measures conditions in the remodeling 
market, indicates that, in 2015, the two most 
common remodeling jobs were bathroom remodels 
(81 percent) and kitchen remodels (79 percent). 
According to HGTV and Statistics Brain, a new 
kitchen remodel for a kitchen measuring 12 by 
12 feet may cost homeowners anywhere from 
$17,000 to $37,000.
Before investing so much into their remodeling 
projects, homeowners should think carefully about 
the features that will improve their time spent 
at home. When planning a  kitchen renovation, 
homeowners may want to consider the following 
upgrades to make the room more enjoyable while 
improving its functionality.

Oversized sink
Although high-efficiency dishwashers are popular, 
deep sinks to soak soup pots or woks are still 
useful. Deep sinks may be preferable to double 
sinks, especially for homeowners who use lots of 
kitchen tools when preparing meals. 

Soft-closing hinges
When replacing cabinets (or just the hardware), 
consider installing soft-closing hinges and slides 
on doors and drawers. These devices eliminate 
slamming and caught fingers, reducing noise and 
injuries in the kitchen.

Foot-pedal water operation
When outfitting a sink, think about foot controls, 
which are popular in doctors’ offices and hospitals. 
Turning on the water with the tap of a foot can 
reduce the transfer of pathogens to faucets from 
hands during food preparation. These pedals also 
free up hands for other tasks. 

Bottom’s up
People likely spend more time raiding the 
refrigerator than the freezer on any given day. 
Rather than having to bend down to seek out that 
favorite flavor of Greek yogurt, choose a model 
with the fridge on top and freezer on the bottom, 
especially if anyone in the household has mobility 
issues. When shopping for refrigerators, French-

door style units may offer even more access, 
making it easy for homeowners to slide fruit trays, 
sheet cakes and other large items into the fridge. 

Extra lighting
A kitchen should be a balance of form and 
function. A combination of overhead lighting, 
decorative lighting and task lighting can illuminate 
all areas of the space effectively. 

Appliance garages
Architectural and design resource Houzz says that 
appliance garages are popular kitchen additions, 
too. Set at countertop level, these cabinets allow 
people to keep small appliances plugged in but 
tucked neatly behind closed doors.
Kitchen remodels are a sizable investment, and 
renovations can be customized to make the 
kitchen more hospitable for all in residence.

S5

Must-have 
kitchen remodel 
features
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NOW OPEN

Mums $5 each 
or 5 for $20

Fall Decor 
& 

GiFt Shop

Corn Stalks, Pumpkins, 
Squash, Apples.

440-647-5480 
50740 St. Rt. 18 

Wellington, OH  44090
Just 5 Miles West of Wellington 

Hours: 
Monday-Saturday 10-6 

Sunday 12-5
41
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Downsizing with regard to living space is 
a trend that has long been associated 
with empty nesters and senior citizens. 

As children move out and start families of their 
own, many homeowners decide to downsize  
properties.
But downsizing is not just for seniors anymore. 
According to a 2017 survey from the popular 
real estate website Trulia, among homeowners 
currently living in homes larger than 2,000 square 
feet, more would choose a smaller home than a 
larger one if they decided to move this year (60.6 
percent to 39.4 percent). 
Homeowners who decided to downsize or those 
who purchased a small property to begin with 
may need a few pointers to make the most of their 
limited space.
Reconsider your furniture. Furniture can make 
rooms feel cozy, cramped or spacious. For 
homeowners with limited space in their homes, 
furniture that also can be used as storage can 

save space without sacrificing comfort. For the 
bedroom, choose a storage bed if the quarters 
are cramped and it’s difficult to find space for two 
dressers. Such beds also can be used to store 
bed linens if closet space is limited. Purchase 
storage ottomans and/or end tables with storage 
beneath to make living areas feel less cramped.
Discard some items. Homeowners who are 
downsizing from large homes may need to 
part with some of their furniture to make their 
transition to smaller homes go more smoothly. 
For example, homeowners may need to get by 
with just one bedroom nightstand and may even 
need to replace their existing nightstands with 
something more compact. Discarding living room 
end tables and downsizing to a 
smaller coffee table also 
can help homeowners 
make smaller common 
areas more welcoming 
and less cluttered.
Put paint to work. Paint 
is another way to make 
the most of a limited 
space. Painting certain 
pieces of furniture the 
same color as the wall 
can make the furniture 
blend in and feel less 
imposing. The result is a 
room that feels calm and 
open, even if there is less 
space to move around 
than homeowners might 
have grown accustomed 
to in their larger homes.

Keep surfaces free of clutter. Surfaces such as 
dining tables, coffee tables and kitchen counters 
tend to accumulate clutter. While such clutter 
might not feel overwhelming in a large home, 
in small spaces crowded surfaces can make it 
feel as though the walls are closing in. Make an 
effort to keep surfaces free of clutter, resolving to 
discard or put items away each night before going 
to bed.
Many people wish they could live in homes 
without as much square footage as their existing 
homes. For those who have downsized, 
there are many ways to make the most of 
less living space.

Storage 
beds can help 
homeowners 
living in small 
homes make 
the most of 
their limited 
space.

Make the most of limited space

Did You Know?
Of the 29 projects it studied for its 2017 “Cost vs. Value Report,” Remodeling 
magazine found that the average payback in resale value was 64.3 cents. The 
lone project in the 2017 report to return a higher value than its cost was the 
installation of loose-fill insulation in an attic, which provided a return of 107.7 
percent. Homeowners who replaced an existing entry door with a 20-gauge steel 
unit recouped 90.7 percent of their investment at resale, placing that project 
second on the list. What helps homeowners who finance such projects recoup 
their associated costs is the relatively low sticker price of the projects, which both 
rank among the five least expensive projects examined in the 2017 report. But 
a recovering real estate market has helped homeowners recoup more of their 
investments on some expensive projects as well. For example, the 2017 report 
saw the biggest year-over-year percentage increases in value on expensive 
projects like upscale bathroom remodels, upscale master suites, two-story 
additions, grand entrance installations, and family room additions. The increase in 
value on those projects ranged from 5.6 percent to 7.4 percent from a year earlier.
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As days get shorter and natural light 
is less abundant, interior lighting 
becomes ever more important. 

Chandeliers, pendant lamps, recessed 
lighting, and tableside lamps are most 
effective when they are clean. HGTV 
experts say dirty lights can give off up to 
20 percent less light than clean ones. Dirty 
fixtures also waste energy. 
Lighting fixtures that are within reach 
are easy to tackle, but what about those 
fixtures that hang or have multiple crystals, 
globes or bulbs? These tips can cut 
down on the time needed to give lights a 
thorough cleaning.
Stock up on the right cleaning supplies. 
Microfiber dusting cloths are smart choices 
because they can help trap grime and tend 
to be machine-washable and reusable. 
Extendable static-charged dusters are 
another handy item to have around, 
particularly for fixtures that are hard to 
reach. 
Dust regularly. Dusting regularly can 
prevent the buildup of grime that’s difficult 
to wash off. Try to dust light fixtures 
weekly or biweekly. The more frequent 
the fixtures are dusted, the less time each 
cleaning session will take. Soft cloths can 
remove the dust from most bulbs and 
exterior surfaces. Lamp shades may need 
more attention. Use a lamb’s-wool duster 
to attract dirt so it doesn’t leave a residue 
on the lampshade.
Deep-clean at table level. Deep-cleaning 
at table level is more manageable. 
Remove any glass accents and set them 
out on a cushioned surface so they do 
not break. Soft cloths dampened with a 
vinegar solution should remove most of 
the dirt on chandelier crystals and the 

globes or outer glass coverings of other 
types of fixtures. Take a photo of the 
lighting fixture prior to cleaning so you’ll 
know how to replace removed parts 
correctly once everything is clean and dry.
If you cannot remove a fixture for cleaning, 
use a sturdy stool, a spray bottle with 
your cleaning mixture and a soft cloth to 
wipe away the dirt. Remember to place 
something absorbent beneath the light 
to catch any drips. Do not spray liquids 
directly onto light bulbs; otherwise, you 
can damage the bulb and the electrical 
components. 
It’s best to exercise caution when cleaning 
lighting fixtures. Turn off the light itself and 
shut off the circuit breaker to avoid the risk 
of shock or burns from hot bulbs.

Touched By Grace
Upscale Resale Shop

is open for their second summer.  Stop in and see all of our new products

Open May thru October 
Mon., Tues., and Wed. 11:00am to 4:00pm

1st and 3rd Sat each month 11:00am - 4:00pm

Free Range Chicken & Duck Eggs

41
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47773 U.S. Highway Rt 20                                        216-235-4441

AIR-CONDITIONING
HEATING

GEOTHERMAL
24 HOUR SERVICE

COMMERCIAL
REFRIGERATION

PUMPS
PLUMBING

615 South Main Street, Wellington, OH 44090
Ph. 440-647-3421 • Fax 440-647-7629

OH LIC # 25308
MICHAEL W. YOUNG

An Independent Dealer

Serving Wellington and surrounding communities since 1959

WELLINGTON INDOOR COMFORT

41018315
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Refrigerators that inform their owners 
when it’s time to buy more eggs and 
thermostats that learn homeowners’ 

heating and cooling preferences may 
once have seemed like futuristic ideas 
straight out of a sci-fi movie. However, 
such products are no longer a dream but a 
reality.
The term “smart home” refers to a 
residence that has appliances, HVAC, 
lighting, entertainment systems, security, 
and many more devices that communicate 
with one another. Such devices can 
be controlled remotely, according to 
SmartHomeUSA, an automation product 
retailer. Proponents of smart home 
technology say features can help people 
save money on utilities and conserve 
natural resources, all the while providing 
peace of mind to homeowners.
In 2016, 80 million smart home devices 
were delivered worldwide. That marks a 
64 percent increase from 2015, according 
to the research data firm IHS Markit. The 
smart home trend is only expected to grow 
in coming years. 
Although there’s interest in smart 
home technology, the industry remains 
fragmented. Consumers are trying to figure 
out which devices are simply fun and which 
provide practical benefits. Furthermore, 
the range of smart devices is expanding 
rapidly, making potential compatability 
issues a concern. Companies that plan 
to educate consumers further about the 
advantages of smart home features and are 
open to standardization may have the best 
chances of survival.
Those interested in dabbling in some 
smart home technology and testing the 
waters may want to start with the following 
household items.

Smart bulbs: Manufacturers offer various 
types of smart light bulbs. Some are color-
changing, others react to doorbells or 
alarms, and others can simulate typical 
lighting patterns when homeowners are 
away. Integrated apps enable remote 
access to scheduling so people can arrive 
home to a well-lit house.
Home security: Wi-Fi enabled doorbells 
with video capabilities allow residents to 
see who is at the door without having to 
open it. Cameras can even be accessed 
remotely, simulating that someone is at 
home at all times. Never wonder if you’ve 
locked the door again with smart locks that 
can be engaged via a smartphone. Make 
sure that homes are secured or that pets 
are behaving while out with smart cameras.
Flood sensor: Get peace of mind against 
damaging floods with Wi-Fi flood sensors. 
Appliances: A new breed of smart 
appliances can make it possible for users 
to turn on the washing machine while out 
of the house, close refrigerator doors from 
afar or even start their vacuum cleaners 
remotely. 
Smart technology is taking over and is likely 
to continue changing the way people live 
and work.

What is a smart home?Make lights sparkle
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We will pay the sales tax on any 
in stock Cub Cadet

41
01

88
60

S8


