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740-446-8080
321 Upper River Road Gallipolis

Indoor Pool  • Free Internet • Complimentary Breakfast 
Wheelchair accessible • free parking
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Welcome to Gallia County, Ohio!

Beth Sergent | OVP

Horses graze in Rio Grande across from the Bob Evans Farm Homestead.

Hikers, mountain bikers and runners take advantage 
of the Gatewood Trail System in Rio Grande.

We are honored to have you as our 
guest and wish for you to have the 
most pleasurable experiences while 
visiting our area. We are sure that you 
will soon feel the sense of pride we 
share in belonging to this community 
and hope you will take advantage of 
the many attractions, events and other 
opportunities during your stay.

Quaint neighborhoods with tailored 
manicured lawns and gardens, a city 
park and arbors of mature trees weave 
colorful patterns into the landscape 
contributing to the charm and beauty 
of Gallia County. Community organi-
zations such as Gallipolis in Bloom 

are designed to improve the quality 
of life in our community by promot-
ing beautification programs through 
the use of flowers, plants, trees and 
other environmental and lifestyle 
enhancements. Gallipolis in Bloom 
has received many awards over the 
past twelve years through the America 
in Bloom competition.

Our visitors guide, found at our 
office at 441 Second Avenue, offers a 
handy pocket-guide to our most popu-
lar and historic hot spots with refer-
ences to facility services and contact 
information to make sure the informa-
tion you need is at your fingertips. 

Our professional staff partners with 
various organizations who are pre-
pared to respond to your unique needs 
and to enrich your experience.

Great things are happening in Gallia 
County, Ohio so be sure to check out our 
website at www.VisitGallia.com to keep 
up-to-date on the latest information!

Gallia County Convention  
& Visitors Bureau Staff

Amanda Crouse, Executive Director
Kaitlynn Halley, Assistant Director
Karen McCarty, Executive Assistant
Lori Taylor, Administrative Assistant
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1375 CARTER ROAD, PATRIOT • 740-256-1923

Wine Tasting, Appetizers, 
Entertainment, Beautiful Views, 

and more...

T W I S T E D V I N E FA M I LY V I N YA R D. CO M
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Downtown Gallipolis 
offers unique shopping 
and dining opportunities.

From family owned busi-
nesses that have served our 
area for decades to hidden 
gems located on tree lined, 
less traveled thoroughfares, 
Gallia County offers a wide 
variety of proprietors to 
serve your every need. From 
restaurants and retail to pro-
fessional services, our area 
offers tremendous selections 
to choose from.

Historic downtown Galli-
polis not only offers amazing 
views of the Ohio River and 

the pristine City Park, but 
also offers a great selection 
of local shops where you are 
sure to find something to 
tickle your fancy. You can 
also take a break from shop-
ping to rest those weary feet 
and grab a meal or quick 
snack from one of the deli-
cious local eateries. Whether 
you are traveling from out 
of town or have lived nearby 
your entire life, Downtown 
Gallipolis is a must do shop-
ping experience.

Outside of the city limits 
you can also find exciting 
shopping and dining experi-
ences of all kinds. Trips to 
places off the beaten path 
can introduce you to busi-
nesses that may have existed 
for years serving locals in 
any variety of ways. Stop at 
a local service station and 
fill your tank and experience 
the vastness of all Gallia 
County has to offer. From 
Vinton to Cheshire, Bidwell 
to Mercerville, our area has 

a number of hidden gems 
and business owners just 
waiting to see you.

Gallia County is rich in 
history and beauty from end 
to end. From time to time 
it does a person well to just 
explore and see what is out 
there. By doing this, you 
will be able to fully experi-
ence everything this area 
has to offer.

Josh Wellington
Executive Director,  

Gallia County Chamber of Commerce

Gallia 
shopping 

and dining 
experiences

Walk-In & Virtual Visits Available

GALLIPOLIS
100 Jackson Pike

Gallipolis, OH 45631

MEIGS
88 East Memorial Drive
Pomeroy, OH 45769

Holzer Urgent Care

Monday-Friday: 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Weekends, Holidays*: 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.

*unless otherwise noted

Call 1-855-4HOLZER (1-855-446-5937) 
to set up a Virtual Visit

Walk-In & Virtual Visits Available

GALLIPOLIS
100 Jackson Pike

Gallipolis, OH 45631

MEIGS
88 East Memorial Drive
Pomeroy, OH 45769

Holzer Urgent Care

Monday-Friday: 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Weekends, Holidays*: 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.

*unless otherwise noted

Call 1-855-4HOLZER (1-855-446-5937) 
to set up a Virtual Visit
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Find your outdoor adventure

The University of Rio Grande  
Gatewood Trail System 

From the University of Rio Grande’s 
Ohio 588 entrance, make a left on to 
Gatewood Trail. Follow the road to the 
creek, cross into a parking area. Enter 
the gate marked “Gatewood Trails,” 
walk past the catch and release fishing 
pond as well as the shelter house. The 
main trail head and sign is just past 
the wooden stage. Remember to pack 
it in and out leaving no trace. Only 
mountain bikes, mountain e-bikes 
(mountain bikes with electric motors), 
hikers and runners are permitted on 
the trails.

Nestled in the shadow of Bob Evans 
Farm and the University ofRio Grande, 

this completely volunteer maintained 
system holds 15 miles of trails, offering 
premier hiking and mountain biking.

Elizabeth Evans  
Waterfowl and Bird Sanctuary 

The driveway to the sanctuary is off 
of Hedgewood Drive, about .25 mile 
out State Street from the center of Gal-
lipolis.

Over 60 acres set aside for 
wetland bird and wildlife species 
while serving as a living, learning 
laboratory for students. A variety of 
wetland vegetation includes American 
sycamore, silver maple, cottonwood, 

Find your trail in Gallia County
Hiking, biking, wildlife areas

Beth Sergent | OVP

Gallia County offers 
several options for 
hiking and biking. See TRAil | 6

Providing electricity  
to homes, farms,  
and businesses  

for more than 80 years.

Buckeye REC, P.O. Box 200, Rio Grande, Ohio
800-231-2732       www.buckeyerec.coop
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Find your outdoor adventure

arrowhead, buttonbush, 
and bullrushes. it is home 
to Canadian geese, mallard 
ducks, great blue herons and 
egrets. Wetland mammals 
abound, including beavers, 
minks, muskrats, and white-
tailed deer. Several types of 
turtles can be seen sunning 
on logs along the creek on 
warm summer days. The 
sanctuary is open year-
round for walk-in use during 
daylight hours. A parking 
lot is available for group 
use and may be opened for 
access by contacting the 
O.O. Mcintyre Park District.

Gallia County Hike and Bike Trail 
Parking and Trail Access
in Gallipolis, park at 

Haskins Memorial Park off 
Ohio Avenue. On-street park-
ing is available in Bidwell.

The Gallia County Hike & 
Bike Trail is 8.5 miles and fol-
lows an old railroad right-of-
way between Bidwell and Gal-
lipolis, at the Ohio River. The 
trail passes mostly through 
farmland with a few easy 
ups and downs. in Gallipo-
lis, the trail ends at Haskins 
Memorial Park near the river. 
Another short branch ends 
at the intersection of Spruce 
Street and 4th Avenue.

The Gallipolis section is 
also referred to as the O.O. 
Mcintyre Park District-Holz-
er Clinic Trail.

Raccoon Creek County Park 
518 Dan Jones Road, 

Gallipolis.
Situated in the foothills 

of Southeastern Ohio, Rac-
coon Creek County Park is 
bordered on the north by 
Raccoon Creek, the stream 
formerly called “Etha Petha,” 
the Shawnee word for rac-
coon. To the south lies hills 
and upland fields adjacent to 
the historic Popular Knob. 
The park showcases 700 
acres of both natural areas 
andrecreation facilities that 
afford visitors many and 
varied leisure experiences 
year-round.
Trails:
Fitness Trail – 2 miles
Natural Gorge Trail – .5 miles
Deer Hollow Trail – 1.25 mile

Rio Grande Reservoir 
lake Drive, Rio Grande.
The Rio Grande Reservoir 

is on a tributary to indian 
Creek in Gallia County. One 
shelter house with picnic 
tables, grills, and playground. 
There is a short trail around 
the reservoir.

Tycoon Lake State Wildlife Area 
County Road 17, Addison 

Township. Tycoon lake 
lies between State Route 
325 and State Route 554, 
approximately five miles 
northeast of Rio Grande. 
From State Route 325, 
access to the area is gained 
by Township Road 21 
(Eagle Road). From State 

From page 5

Trail

See TRAil | 7
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See Web Site 
For Current Hours
Phone  (740) 245-9463 

www.merryfamilywinery.com
You can also � nd us on facebook 

See Web Site See Web Site 
2376 State Route 850 • Bidwell, Ohio 45614

Closed January & February
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Merry Family 
Winery and Old Mill 

Craft Beer
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Find your outdoor adventure

Route 554, access is pro-
vided off Township Road 20 
(Vaughn Road) and County 
Road 17 (Tycoon Road).

The lake has numerous 
parking areas, excellent 
shoreline access, one boat 
ramp, primitive camping, 
and a wheelchair-accessible 
pier. The lake is weedy 
along the bank, and several 
coves are covered with thick 
growths of lily pads. White 
amurs have been introduced 
to control weed growth. if 
they are caught, they are 
to be immediately released. 
Visibility is normally 4 to 5 
feet. The average depth is 6 
to 9 feet at the deepest. The 
lake contains endless stump 
fields, and fishing at night 
can be hazardous to your 
electric motor. impounded 
by damming a lowland 
swamp, all timber was left 
in the lake. Fish of interest 
for Anglers; largemouth 
bass, Bluegill, Channel cat-
fish (stocked during alter-
nate years) and Crappie.

Crown City Wildlife Area  
(State Wildlife Area) 

The 11,119-acre Crown 
City Wildlife Area, locat-
ed in portions of law-
rence and Gallia counties, 
is situated in southern 
Ohio approximately 3 
miles south of Mercer-
ville. The primary access 
to the wildlife area is 
from State Route 218 and 
StateRoute 790.

Crown City Wildlife Area 
is located in the unglaciat-
ed region of southern Ohio. 
The terrain, dissected by 
numerous small streams, 
is rolling to rugged. Crown 
City Wildlife Area is a 
popular destination for 
hunting, fishing, trapping, 
and other forms of wildlife 
recreation. Scattered ponds 
which were created through 
the reclamation process 
providing fishing prospects 
for anglers. To the extreme 
southeast of the wildlife 
area is a 360-acre parcel 
that provide saccess to the 
Ohio River for additional 
fishing opportunities and 
waterfowl hunting.

Beth Sergent | OVP
Entrance to the Gatewood Trail System in Rio Grande.

From page 6

Trail

See TRAil | 8
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Foreman & Abbott
Heating & Cooling

FREE ESTIMATES

740-992-5321  |  1-800-359-4303
391 North Second, Middleport, OH

WV 008243
OH 21289 O
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740-709-0177
740-612-5953

“We will not keep you waiting!”

NON-EMERGENCY

MEDICAL TRANSPORTNow Offering

CA$H 
RIDES

to Gallia County 
Residents who 
prefer to pay 

in cash!

Congrats 2021 Seniors!!!
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tem and are located on the 
westside of Symmes Creek. 
These trails are linked to the 
two Symmes Creek trails by 
a short connector trail. The 
Morgan Sisters Trails wind 
through maturewoods with 
old home sites along the 
trail, reminders of the For-
est’s past.

Three trailheads can be 
used to access the MorganSis-
ters – Symmes Creek trails.

Morgan Sisters Trailhead 
38o49’3”N 82o29’20”W
Symmes Creek TH #1 
38o48’58”N 82o26’42”W
Symmes Creek TH #2 
38o49’7”N 82o27’51”W

Robert C. Byrd Locks & Dam 
South of Gallipolis along 

State Route 7 in Eureka.
The Robert C. Byrd lock 

and Dam, formerly the Gal-
lipolis lock and Dam, is the 
10th lock and dam on the 
Ohio River. This particular 
lock was built in 1937. Water 
depth: 14.57 feet. Parking 
area available.

Wayne National Forest — 
Ironton Unit — Symmes Creek 
and Morgan Sisters Trails 

The 6 trails in the Mor-
gan Sisters – SymmesCreek 
Trail System are located in 

Gallia County, Ohio near 
Patriot. The trails travel 
through dense vegetation 
and over hilly rough ter-
rain. Elevationv aries 280 
feet from Symmes Creek to 
the highest point on School 
House loop. Symmes 
Creek Northand Symmes 
Creek South Trails are on 
the eastside of the creek 
and form a 4.53 mile loop. 
These trails wind through 
a variety of forest types, 
along ridgetops, and with 
occasional overlooks. Along 
Symmes Creek there are 
large rock outcroppings 
and natural wetlands. Coal 
Branch, Ridge, andSchool 
House loop Trails make up 
the Morgan Sisters Trail Sys-

From page 7

Trail

See TRAil | 9

Find your outdoor adventure
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AEP Gavin Public Hunting Lands  
(State Wildlife Area) 

This 6,885-acre area 
lies in the western end of 
MeigsCounty and extends 
southward into Gallia 

County, near the village 
of Cheshire. Many county 
and township roads pass 
through this area and pro-
vide direct access to almost 
all of the area. This area is 
situated in the hilly unglaci-
ated Allegheny Plateau and 
consists primarily of round-
ed ridges, steep slopes, and 
narrow ravines. Numerous 

From page 8

Trail

Find your outdoor adventure

old fields reverting to forest 
are intermixed with woods 
which are generally second 
and third growth timber. 
Oak and hickory dominate 
the ridges and upper slopes. 
Tulip, poplar, beech, maple, 
and red oak are frequent 
lowland and ravine tree 
species. Hunting licence 
Required
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Beth Sergent | OVP
Two hikers and 
their dog walking 
near the catch 
and release pond 
with the Bob Evans 
Farm Homestead in 
the distance in Rio 
Grande.

11821 St Rt 160 | Vinton, OH 45686 | 740-245-3051 
8:00AM - 4:00PM | Monday - Friday

“God’s a safe-house 
for the battered.  
You’re never sorry 
you knocked.”

- Psalms 9:9, 10 (msg) 

� e Field of Hope is a non-pro� t outreach that is Christian faith 
based and fully certi� ed for women’s residential alcohol and 
drug treatment. � e FOH future vision is to further build up our 
community through an active youth center and a regional food 
pantry. May God return us to Him as a community and as a nation.
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195 Upper 
River Road, 
Gallipolis

1-800-272-5179
www.johnsang.com

OH-70235480
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Find your outdoor adventure

Ohio River Scenic Byway
The Ohio Department of 

Transportation (ODOT) and 
Tourism Ohio are reminding 
travelers of the many unique 
opportunities to explore 
Ohio on one of the 27 Scenic 
Byways in the state.

“We here in Gallipolis and 
Gallia County are close to 
the longest byway in Ohio,” 
explained Amanda Crouse, 
executive director of the Gal-
lia County Convention and 
Visitors Bureau. “Route 7 is 
part of the Ohio River Scenic 
Byway, a road that continues 
along the river from East 
liverpool to Cincinnati and 

then on through indiana and 
illinois. The Visitor Center 
has maps and brochures 
about sites along the byway 
to make the trip as interest-
ing as possible.”

The Ohio River Scenic 
Byway travels through indus-
trial areas, farmland, the 
Wayne National Forest, small 
towns with quaint village 
squares, and historic cities 
such as Steubenville, Gallipo-
lis, Marietta, and Cincinnati.

“With 452 miles of incred-
ible scenery and cultural 
attractions as well as spec-
tacular views of the awesome 
Ohio River, you can easily 

make a three or four day 
mini-vacation on the Ohio 
River Scenic Byway,” said 
Crouse.

For more information, go to 
www.ohioriverscenic 
byway.org. Also, ODOT has 
maps, information, and links 
to each of the Byways that 
crisscross the state online at 
https://www.transportation.
ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/odot/
traveling/ohio-byways#page=1

Welsh Scenic Byway
This 64-mile byway loops 

through Gallia and Jackson 
counties and showcases the 
imprint on the landscape 

of the Welsh settlement in 
southeastern Ohio during the 
19th century. The byway con-
nects many Welsh churches, 
cemeteries, and remains of 
charcoal furnaces built by the 
Welsh.

Visitors are treated to pas-
toral farms, including the Bob 
Evans Homestead, quaint 
cemeteries and wildlife areas 
that include Raccoon Creek 
where Daniel Boone hunted 
and trapped. it provides 
many cultural, historical, and 
recreational opportunities 
for the visitor that connects 

Find your road trip

See TRiP | 11

Adult Education 
Programs Available
• Cosmetology • Emergency 
Medical Technician (EMT) • 
Healthcare:  CNA, Medical 
Assisting, Medical Offi ce, 

Phlebotomy, Practical 
Nursing, Respiratory Therapy, 
Surgical Technology • HVAC 

• Industrial Maintenance 
(Hydraulics/Pneumatics) • 

OPOTC Peace Offi cer • Power 
Lineman w/CDL • Welding • 

Masonry ... and More!
w w w . b u c k e y e h i l l s . n e t

R i o  G r a n d e ,  O H  |  7 4 0 - 2 4 5 - 5 3 3 4 O
H
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Find your outdoor adventure

Beth Sergent | OVP

The Nebo Congregational Church.

them to the area’s past, pres-
ent, and future.

Among many churches, 
find the Nebo Congregational 
Church, pictured in this 
section. Formed in 1854, a 
member of the Gymanfa of 
the Central Southeast Ohio 
Association of Welsh Congre-
gational Churches, it hosts a 
Gymfana every third year on 
the last Sunday of Septem-
ber. There are approximately 
209 graves in the cemetery. 
located on Nebo Road near 
Wayne National Forest in 
Gallia County.

Of those 64.52 miles of 
the byway, 34.93 miles are 
in Gallia County and 29.59 

miles are in Jackson County.
For more information, 

contact the Jeanne Jones 
Jindra, Director, Madog 
Center for Welsh Studies, 
University of Rio Grande/Rio 
Grande Community College, 
PO Box 500, Rio Grande, 
Ohio 45674, 740-245-7186. 
Find them on Facebook or 
at the Ohio Department 
of Transportation website 
https://www.transportation.
ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/odot/
traveling/ohio-byways/welsh

The Serpent’s Bones
Fans of Southeast Ohio 

backroads touring on two, 
three, or even four wheels 
know what they like in a  
road - well-paved, scenic, 
twisting, and reliable miles  
of adventure.

Many know the Triple Nick-

el, they have ridden Route 78 
across southeast Ohio, they’ve 
climbed and yodeled Route 26 
and 800 in the Switzerland of 
Ohio area north of Marietta, 
and they have wound around 
the Windy 9, and back again.

But most have not yet rid-
den Southeast Ohio’s newest 
touring routes – The Ser-
pent’s Bones.

in partnership with Vin-
ton and Gallia County 
Convention and Visi-
tors Bureaus, a local 
rider, writer, and 
teacher has 
crafted hun-
dreds of 

miles of tours with natural 
beauty, history, and a story 
to tell. From the Serpent’s 
Horns to its Belly, the area 
rolls and rocks with adven-
ture.

The Serpent’s Bones cur-
rently offers nine routes and 
is still growing. Each route 
has its own story and is wait-
ing for you to add the next 
chapter. We invite you to 
visit www.serpentbones.com 
and discover Southeast Ohio.
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From page 10

Trip
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60703689

3,000 + Bolts of Fabric
Longarm Quilting Services

Elna Sewing Machines For Sale
All Other Makes & Models Can be Serviced!

Books, Patterns & Rulers 
Sewing Classes for Ages 9 & Up!

Tuxedo Rentals

110 West Main Street
Pomeroy, OH 45769

740-992-2284
thefabricgirls@gmail.com

Hours:
Mon-Sat: 10AM-5PM

Thurs: 10AM-7PM

Overlooking the beautiful Ohio River!

Largest full service quilt shop in the area!

60703689

3,000 + Bolts of Fabric
Longarm Quilting Services

Elna Sewing Machines For Sale
All Other Makes & Models Can be Serviced!

Books, Patterns & Rulers 
Sewing Classes for Ages 9 & Up!

Tuxedo Rentals

110 West Main Street
Pomeroy, OH 45769

740-992-2284
thefabricgirls@gmail.com

Hours:
Mon-Sat: 10AM-5PM

Thurs: 10AM-7PM

Overlooking the beautiful Ohio River!

Largest full service quilt shop in the area!

• 3,000 + Bolts of Fabric 
• Longarm Quilting 

• Books, Patterns & Notions  
• Alterations 

• Sewing Classes for Ages 9 & Up!  
• Tuxedo Rentals

We Custom 
Make T-Shirt 

Quilts

HOURS  
Tuesday - Friday 10am-4pm

Saturday 10am-3pm
Closed Sunday & Monday

110 West Main Street
Pomeroy, OH 45769

740-992-2284
thefabricgirls@gmail.com
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Beth Sergent | OVP
Raccoon Creek County Park.

Raccoon Creek County Park
518 Dan Jones Road, Gallipolis.
The Raccoon Creek County Park 

has six shelter houses that may be 
reserved for family reunions, company 
picnics and special events. Each shelter 
is equipped with picnic tables and a 
large outdoor grill. Electric and water 
services are available on location. 
Shelter reservations are received 
up to one year in advance of your 
event. Permits are issued following 
confirmation of reservation.

Amenities: Free Admission, Free 
Parking, Shelter Houses, Recreation 
Facilities, Shelter houses, Picnic Areas 
& Grills, Basketball, Tennis, Volleyball, 
Horseshoes, Softball & Soccer, Nature 
& Hiking Trails, Playgrounds, Natural 

Areas, Scenic Vistas, Natural Gorge, 
Wetlands, Meadows, Woodlands, Open 
Green Spaces, Walking Trails.

Canaday Park
located at Central and Chestnut streets 

in Gallipolis.
Shelter house with four long picnic 

style tables and two square picnic style 
tables. Shelter has electric hook up, 
water by spigot. Grill provided, park-
ing on pavement – two handicapped 
and three regular spaces. Grass area 
has four benches, one swing for adults, 
three square picnic style tables. Play-
ground equipment – children swings, 
slides etc., Port-a-John

Find your outdoor adventure
Find your park in Gallia County

See PARK | 13

Gallipolis 
Christian 
Church

Our church leadership is comprised of some pretty unique people 
from throughout our community who volunteer to help make this local 
church serve its purpose. It’s easy to get caught up in the distractions 
of life, but we as leaders hope to set the example for Christian joy, 
especially as we serve God and our local church. 

MEET OUR LEADERSHIP TEAMS
JOE BOWERS LEAD MINISTER
KYLI BOWERS CHILDREN’S MINISTER

EMILY WOLFE WORSHIP & OUTREACH MINISTER

ANDREW WOLFE STUDENT MINISTER

DOUG LANGHORNE, NEAL COLLINS, 
SCOTT JANEY, OVERSEER’S

JOSH EDDY, JAMIE EGGERS, RON CAUDILL, MIKE ROE, BRYAN ROE & 
IRA JARRELL DEACONS O

H
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02
36

11
0

Traditional Service @ 9:00AM       Contemporary Service @ 11:00AM

Sunday School @ 10:00AM       Wednesday Bible Study @ 6:30PM

Join us on a 
Sunday morning 
and witness what 
God is doing.

4486 State Route 588 • 740-446-1863 • www.gallipolischristian.com
Find us on Facebook: Gallipolis Christian Church

We Exist To:
EDIFY the Sinner ~ EQUIP the Saint ~ EXALT the Son
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Find your outdoor adventure

Gallipolis City Park
300 Block, Second Avenue, Gallipolis.
The Gallipolis City Park is the site 

of the first settlement in Gallia County. 
Today it is host to many community 
events including the River Recreation 
Festival, Gallia County BBQ Festival 
and the Christmas lights Display, Gal-
lipolis in lights. There are three Ohio 
Historical Site Markers placed around 
the park. Enjoy picnic tables and bench 
swings overlooking the Ohio River. The 
Park has several memorials of interest 
as well, including:

Kerr Memorial Fountain: The foun-
tain was donated by the family of 
Charles D. Kerr, who owned and oper-
ated a drugstore on Second Avenue. 

The fountain was “in memory” of their 
son who drowned in the Ohio River.

The Bandstand: Of Eastlake influ-
ence, the Bandstand is the focal point of 
the Gallipolis City Park. it was built by 
the Stirlings, father and son, circa 1876 
as a memorial to Gallia County Civil 
War Veterans.

Spirit of the American Doughboy: 
Built in 1931 to honor veterans of World 
War i. The memorial was enlarged to 
include a wall listing the names of all 
Gallia County War Veterans.

Gallipolis Public Use Area
300 Block, First Avenue, Gallipolis.
The Gallipolis Public Use Area (PUA) 

is located along the Ohio River in the his-
toric downtown area. A boat launch area, 
courtesy docking, and 100 boat, trailer, 
and vehicle parking spaces are available. 
Also available are six overnights RV park-
ing spaces complete with water and elec-

tric hook-ups as well as an amphitheater 
to enjoy community events.

Haskins Park
Mill Creek Road behind Gallipolis 

Municipal Swimming Pool.
Shelter House with six long picnic 

type tables. Grill provided, shelter has 
electric hook up, water fountain. Play-
ground – children swings, slides, etc. 
Grass area – three square tables, two 
adult swings and four benches. Basket-
ball court, baseball/softball field, tennis 
courts, skate board park, Port-a-John.

Mound Hill Shelter
State Route 141, Gallipolis.
One of the best views of Gallipolis 

and the Ohio River. Under Shelter – six 
long picnic style tables (6-8 adults). 
Separate shelter next to larger shelter 
has one long table, electric, water spig-
ot, grill provided, Port-a-John.

From page 12

Park

MEMBER 
FDIC

Member FDIC

As your community bank, we offer a different 
approach to financial service. When you 

become a customer, you become a friend. Like 
any good friend, we're dedicated to giving you 

the financial answers and solutions that you 
and your family deserve. We’ll do our best to 

help you achieve your financial goals.

Together We Grow.

A Better Way to Bank...

O
H

-7
02

36
67

0



14
 

20
21

 G
a

ll
ia

 C
o

u
n

ty
 V

is
it

o
rs

 G
u

id
e

“From A to Z, Bob’s 
has what you need” 

Hanging Baskets
and

Bedding Annuals

Don’t Forget Bob’s 
for Unique 

Gift-Giving Ideas  
• Concrete Statuary 
• Flags & Decorative items 
• Gardening Supplies 

Let’s get planting!
For Your Garden
• Seed Potatoes 
• Onion Sets 
• Onion Plants 
• Fertilizer and Lime 
• Sprays and Dusts
• Bulk Garden Seed

Cold Crop Plants 
• Cabbage 
• Broccoli 
• Caulifl ower
• Head Lettuce
• Brussels Sprouts
• Spinach...and More!

Vegetative Annuals 
Bob’s Better Bloom 
Premium Annuals 

• 4½ Inch Pot
• 8 Pots Per Flat

Large Selection 
of Tropicals

• Hibiscus
• Majesty Palms
• Gardenia ...and More!

— Arriving Next Week —

Give a rose that 
blooms all summer!

Popular and 
beautiful 

Knock-Out Roses

— Now In Stock —

1/4 mile north of 
Pomeroy-Mason 

Bridge, Mason, WV 
304-773-5323

2400 Eastern 
Avenue, 

Gallipolis, OH 
 740-446-1711

Come on over to Bob’s!

www.bobsmarket.com

Spring Is Here
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Beth Sergent | OVP
Fishing at Tycoon Lake.

in Gallia County there 
are several public access 
fishing spots, including: 
Tycoon lake, Racoon Creek, 
Symmes Creek, Kenton 
(Pumpkintown) lake, and of 
course the Ohio River.

The most popular spot for 
catfishing is at the Robert 
C. Byrd locks and Dam 
on the Ohio shore. Catfish 
can be found along many of 
the other waters in Gallia 
County, particularly Raccoon 
Creek.

Though land surrounding 
Raccoon Creek is predomi-
nately private land, Bob 
Evans Farm and Tycoon 
are public access. Symmes 

Creek is a largely public 
fishing stream in Wayne 
National Forest. The creek 
can be reached anywhere in 
Wayne Forrest. The Ohio 
River has several public 
access points including 
Crown City Wildlife area, 
the Butler Access Boat 
Ramp, Byrd locks and 
Dam, Gallipolis Public Use 
Area, and the Cheshire 
access area.

Bob Evans Farm has a 
public access pond, and the 
Rio Grande Reservoir is also 
considered private land.

it is important for resi-
dents to obey property laws 
and regulations when fishing.

Find your fishing spot

Find your outdoor adventure
WHERE TO FISH
In Gallia County there are 
several public access fishing 
spots; Tycoon Lake, Racoon 
Creek, Symmes Creek, Kenton 
(Pumpkintown) Lake, and of 
course the Ohio River.
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Thomas
Gallipolis, Oh 740-446-2002

2021 Gallipolis Fireworks Sponsor
River Recreati onal Festi val July 2 & 3
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Find your outdoor adventure

Charleston, WV 58 miles
Cincinnati, OH 149 miles
Cleveland, OH 236 miles
Columbus, OH 106 miles
Dayton, OH 137 miles

Detroit, MI 301 miles
Huntington, WV 39 miles
Inianapolis, IN 255 miles
Pittsburgh, PA 220 miles

TRAVEl DiSTANCES TO GAlliA COUNTY, OHiO

(See “Accommodations” section inside  
this magazine for lodging opportunities)

Groups of 50 or less will receive:
• Discounted room rates
• Conference room for pre-registration meeting
• Gas cards to include a discounted rate
• Non-alcoholic beverages at weigh-in
• Discounts to downtown restaurants and shops

Groups of 50 or more will receive:
• Discounted room rates
• Conference room for pre-registration meeting
• Gas cards to include a discounted rate
• Non-alcoholic beverages at weigh-in
• Discounts to downtown restaurants and shops
• One comp room for tournament director

Groups of 100 or more will receive:
• Discounted room rates
• Conference room for pre-registration meeting
• Gas cards to include a discounted rate
• Non-alcoholic beverages at weigh-in
• One comp room for tournament director
• Private reception for fishermen and their families
• Sponsorship money (please call for more information)

Other information:
• The Ohio River has 3 species of bass:  

large, small and spotted
• Electric is available at the Gallipolis ramp
• Courtesy docks are available
• 32 miles of water (Ohio River and Kanawha River)
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in Gallia County Racoon 
Creek, Ohio’s longest creek, 
is the main destination for 
those wanting to get out 
and paddle a kayak.

Raccoon Creek Paddles 
and Oars offers canoe and 
kayak rentals, as well as 
group tours and shelter 
house rentals, along the 
creek. Call 740-645-9762 or 
find them on Facebook for 
reservations for this private 
launch site.

Tycoon lake east of Rio 
Grande provides a large 
area for paddlers not want-
ing to go downstream and 

provides easy access in and 
out of the water. A new 
boat ramp and ADA fishing 
dock are now offered.

if paddling downstream 
is still your aim, but you 
want an alternative to 
Racoon Creek, Symmes 
Creek also provides excel-
lent views and paddling 
while the water is high, as 
do other small creeks in 
Gallia. Symmes Creek is 
about 75 miles long and 
runs through the western 
portion of Gallia, giving 
prime views of countryside 
farms and some of Wayne 

National Forest.
Swan Creek, which runs 

near Swan Creek Road in 
the southern portion of 
Gallia also provides kayak 
enthusiasts a chance to get 
their oars in the water.

The Gallipolis Public 
Use Area, located along 
First Avenue, also offers a 
launching point into the 
Ohio River.

Check with state and 
county park officials regard-
ing any updates and avail-
ability of services.

Find your launching point
Kayaking in Gallia County

Beth Sergent | OVP
Tycoon Lake in Gallia County is 
an ideal location for kayaking.

Find your outdoor adventure

OH-70236572

A 2 Z 
Sanitation

CALL US TODAY!     
877-696-8741    • 304-773-5015

No Job Too Big or small
John 3:16

• Residential & Commercial 
• Serving Southeast Ohio  

& West Virginia 
• Septic Tank Cleaning 
• Portable Toilet Rental 
• Grease Trap Cleaning
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Find your festival

The Emancipation Proc-
lamation has been celebrat-
ed and observed in Gallia 
County, Ohio continuously 
since 1863.

This year will mark the 
158th observance with fam-
ily-friendly events planned 
for Sept. 18-19, 2021 at 
the Gallia County Jr. Fair-
grounds on Jackson Pike in 
Gallipolis.

in 2020, the Gallia 
County Emancipation Cel-
ebration gained national 
recognition with a piece 
that appeared in The 
Washington Post debunk-
ing a myth that Juneteenth 

was the oldest celebration 
of emancipation and the 
end of slavery, stating that 
notoriety belonged to the 
event held in Gallipolis.

The Emancipation 
Celebration hosts famous 
orators, reenactors, politi-
cians, singers, bands, chil-
dren’s games and other 
presentations.

For more information 
visit www.visitgallia.com, 
on Facebook @visitgallia, 
or by contacting the 
Gallia County Convention 
and Visitors Bureau at 
info@visitgallia.com or 
800-765-6482.

Only in Gallia — 158th Emancipation Celebration

This year will mark the 158th observance with family-friendly events planned for 
Sept. 18-19, 2021 at the Gallia County Jr. Fairgrounds on Jackson Pike in Gallipolis.

OVP File Photo

740-446-3368
506 State Route 7 N
Gallipolis, OH 45631
Monday–Friday 9-5

Closed Saurday & Sunday
•Steel Beams •C-Channel  

•Angle Flat Bar •Square Tubing
•Round Tubing •Square & Round Solids 

•Steel Plate & Sheet •Rebar  
•Aluminum •Stainless Steel

•Bolts/Nuts •Washers, Screws, Nails, 
Hardware, Etc. •Cutting Torch Supplies 
•Welding Supplies •Grinding Wheels  
•Cut Off Blades •Gloves •Plumbing 

•Electrical •Tools

Sellers of
NEW & USED STEEL

L&S SALVAGE
LLC

OH-70235482

OBS 
Collision Services
1072 State Route 7 South, 

Gallipolis, OH 45631
Phone: 740-446-6877 

Fax: 740-446-0856
glenn@obscollision.com

Glenn Lawson - Owner

O
H

-7
02

36
82

8



20
 

20
21

 G
a

ll
ia

 C
o

u
n

ty
 V

is
it

o
rs

 G
u

id
e

Find your festival

OVP File Photo

Musical entertainment, livestock shows, carnival rides, carnival food and truck pulls are just 
some of the offerings of the Gallia County Jr. Fair, this year set for Aug. 2-7, 2021. Find the 
fairgrounds on Jackson Pike with information updated at http://www.galliacountyfair.org/.

The Gallia County 
Junior Fair returns 
August 2-7, 2021 
with fun for the 
whole family. The 
fair features exhibits, 
livestock shows, track 
events, entertainment, 
carnival rides, games, 
concessions and 
much more. The 
fair’s schedule, when 
available, can be found 
at galliacountyfair.
org. Also, find them on 
Facebook. 

County 
fair fun 
for all

O
H

-7
02

35
47

7



2021 G
a

llia
 Co

u
n

ty V
isito

rs G
u

id
e 

21

OVP File Photo
Gallia’s three-on-three full court basketball tournament, The Hoop Project, will be returning 
to downtown Gallipolis, July 17-18, 2021. Through its history, the tournament has attracted 
teams from across Ohio, West Virginia, Kentucky and parts of North Carolina. For more 
information, visit TheHoopProject.com or visit The Hoop Project on Facebook.

Find your festival
The Hoop Project — Summer’s slam dunk

ST. LOUIS CATHOLIC CHURCH
85 State St. • GALLIPOLIS, OHIO

740-446-0669

MASS SCHEDULE
Sat. Vigil:   5:30 p.m.

Sunday:   8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.

HOLY DAYS
Vigil:   5:30 p.m.

8:00 a.m. & 7:00 a.m.
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Find your festival

OVP File Photo
Fireworks close out “River Rec” 
along the Ohio River in Gallipolis.

The Gallipolis River 
Recreational Festival, 
also known as “River 
Rec,” returns this July 
2-3, with nationally-
known musical artists 
along staples like the 
festival’s pageants and 
fireworks display along 
the Ohio River.

As for entertain-
ment, this year’s 
lineup includes local 
“The Voice” contestant 
Connor Christian, the 
Mikele Buck Band 
who’s namesake was 
a 2018 contestant on 
“The Voice” and head-
liner Confederate Rail-
road, all performing 
on the Saturday of the 
festival, with fireworks 
sponsored by Thomas 
Do it Center to close 
out the night on July 
3. Also on Friday, July 

2, the festival returns 
with its musical lineup 
of contemporary Chris-
tian music.

This year the pag-
eants will headline the 
line-up for the first 
evening of the festival.

Other events include 
the Junior Women’s 
Club Talent Show, The 
Rotary Mile, the Baby 
Tots Sparkler Pageant 
and the annual parade. 
Concessions, inflata-
bles, kids games and a 
host of family-friendly 
activities offered.

Admission is free.
Find updates on 

River Rec, which 
is organized by the 
Gallipolis Chamber 
of Commerce and its 
volunteers, at https://
www.gallipolisriverrec.
com/.

Gallipolis River 
Recreational 

Festival
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Dailey Tire
“Expert Tire Sales and Service”

740-446-8473
www.daileytire.com 

1740 Eastern Ave.
Gallipolis, Ohio 45631

Owners
John & Sandy Dailey
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Sales & Service

O’DELL TRUE VALUE LUMBER

61 Vine Street  Gallipolis, OH 
740-446-1276

M-F 7-6, Sat 8-5, Sun 10-4

Over 200 Knives on Display
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Find your festival

The Bob Evans Farm in 
Rio Grande located in south-
eastern Ohio was home to 
Bob Evans, Founder of Bob 
Evans Farms inc., his wife 
Jewell and their six children 
for nearly 20 years and it will 
once again host the popular 
“Farm Fest” Oct. 8-10, 2021.

Celebrating 50 years of 
Farm Fest in 2021, this event 
attracts thousands with its 
entertainment, traditional 
arts & crafts, farm contests, 
food, children’s activities and 
demonstrations.

Experience: live Country 
& Bluegrass Bands; Hogway 
Speedway Pig Racing; Taps 
in Motion Cloggers; Animals 
from the Columbus Zoo; 
Great lakes Timber Show; 
lily Pearl’s Tractor Square 
Dancing; Reno Family Horse-
shoe Pitching; Ready GO 
Dog Show; Voices of Ohio 
Homemade Arts & Crafts; 
Rides; Fireworks via Rockets 
Over Rio and much more.

The 2021 entertainment 
schedule includes:
Friday — 11:30 a.m., The 

Putnam Family; 1:30 p.m., 
The Ollom Brothers;  

3:30 p.m., Bill Gorby & 
The Musical Mercenaries.

Saturday — 12:30 p.m., 
Vegas McGraw; 2:30 p.m., 
The Eldorado Band; 4:30 
p.m., Exile; 9:30 p.m., 
“Rockets Over Rio” fire-
works display.

Sunday — 10 a.m., Kyle & 
Brittany Shaeffer, Music 
Ministry Worship Service 
by Bob Powell; 12:30 p.m., 
The Rarely Herd; 2 p.m., 
Johnny Staats & The Deliv-
ery Boys; 3:30 p.m., Dailey 
& Vincent.
if you can’t make the festi-

val, take a step back in time 
while touring the historic 
Village of Adamsville that 
commemorates life in this 
area as it was during the early 
to mid-19th century. Open for 
visitors May through October.

To learn more about the 
farm and updates on the 
Bob Evans Farm Festival, 
visit www.bobevans.com 
or www.visitgallia.com, on 
Facebook @visitgallia, or by 
contacting the Gallia County 
Convention and Visitors 
Bureau at info@visitgallia.
com or 800-765-6482.

Bob Evans Farm 
and ‘Farm Fest’

Beth Sergent | OVP

“Farm Fest” at Bob Evans 
Farm in Rio Grande.

Rick McDaniel
Income Tax Services

Specializing In
Individual, Small Business & Minister Tax 

Returns

    Authorized IRS E-File Provider

Preparing Tax Returns Professionally Since 1973
740-441-9941

19 Locust St. • Gallipolis, OH
E-mail: rickmcdanielinctax@sbcglobal.net

Rick McDaniel
Income Tax Services

Specializing In
Individual, Small Business & Minister Tax Returns

    Authorized IRS E-File Provider

Preparing Tax Returns Professionally Since 1973

740-441-9941
19 Locust St. • Gallipolis, OH

E-mail: rickmcdanielinctax@sbcglobal.net

6
0
3
9
2
2
3
8

              
P.O. Box 802, 19 Locust Street 

                    Gallipolis, Ohio 45631 
                                                                  740-441-9941; 877-545-7242  
 

Advisory Services are provided through Creative Financial Designs, Inc., a Registered Investment Adviser, and Securities are offered through cfd 
Investments, Inc., a Registered Broker/Dealer, Member FINRA & SIPC.  Faith Investment Services is not owned or controlled by the CFD companies. 

                 
Neither Faith Investment Services or the cfd companies are 

owned or controlled by Gleaner Life Insurance Society. 
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(Call ahead for seasonal hours, they may change)

By Lorna Hart

The Napa Valley has noth-
ing on Gallia County which is 
home to two wineries- Merry 
Family Winery of Bidwell and 
Twisted Vine Family Vine-
yard of Patriot.

Merry Family Winery
As a new century began 

in 2000, Tim and lisa 
Merry planted their first 
vineyards. Six years later, 
the Merry Family Winery 
opened, with the honor of 
being the first winery in 
Gallia County.

Dreams and family tradi-
tions intersected to create 
the idea, and hard work and 
planning made it a reality. 
According to the Merry’s, 
making wine, brandy, and 
beer has been a family hobby 
for many generations, and 
was the inspiration for their 
business.

The winery offers a vari-
ety of wines handcrafted on 
the premises using grapes 
from their own vineyards as 
well as other fruits procured 
locally. The Old Mill Craft 
Brewery was added in 2012, 
and produces lagers, ales, 
stouts, and pilsner, as well as 
seasonal offerings.

The brewery reflects their 
emphasis on family history, 
heritage, and tradition with 
their use of heirloom hops 
and a family recipe. Hops 
grown on the premises 
include Saaz hops, brought 
to the United States in the 
1800’s by one of their great 
grandfathers when he immi-
grated from Slovakia. A 
highlight of the brewery is 
their “old-fashioned home-
made root beer soda pop”, 
based on great grandmoth-
er’s recipe.

“Family is important to us, 
and we do very much enjoy 
working with each other,” 
(lisa Merry) said.” The 
venue is a perfect place to 
entertain family and friends, 
not only ours, but everyone 
who enjoys wine and our 
friendly atmosphere. We 
enjoy chatting and getting 
to know our customers on 
a personal level, and shar-
ing our handcrafted wines, 
beers, cider, homemade root 
beer with visitors. We love 
what we do.”

The Merry Family Winery 
and The Old Mill Craft 
Brewery are located at 2376 
State Route 850 in Bidwell, 
Ohio. Check them out at 
www.merryfamilywinery.com.

Find Gallia County 
Wine Country

Merry Family Winery | Courtesy
Inside the Merry Family Winery at Bidwell.

Find Gallia’s attractions

Scites Insurance  
Agency LLC 

740-441-1312

S1358a  Not all companies are licensed or operate in all states. Not all products are offered in all states. 
Go to erieinsurance.com for company licensure and territory information.

Scites Insurance  
Agency LLC 

740-441-1312

S1358a  Not all companies are licensed or operate in all states. Not all products are offered in all states. 
Go to erieinsurance.com for company licensure and territory information.

Scites Insurance  
Agency LLC 

740-441-1312

S1358a  Not all companies are licensed or operate in all states. Not all products are offered in all states. 
Go to erieinsurance.com for company licensure and territory information.
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The fountain at Twisted Vine 
Family Vineyard in Patriot.

Courtesy of Jessie Collins III

Find Gallia’s attractions
Twisted Vine Family Vineyard

The land Twisted Vine 
Family Vineyard occupies 
was not intended to be a 
vineyard. instead of grape 
vines, Bill and Mary Ellen 
Davis envisioned horses 
when they purchased the 
property about 16 years ago.

According to Bill, that 
project didn’t work out for 
various reasons, and he 
wanted to replace the hors-
es with something equally 
nice to look at.

“The real story of the 
Twisted Vine Family Vine-
yard is that it was acciden-
tal,” Bill said. “When the 
horses didn’t work out, 
i wanted something my 
wife could enjoying seeing 
when she looked out the 
window, so i decided to 
plant some grape vines.”

This became a family 
project when he and his 
son-in-law Jessie Collins iii 
began attending classes on 
growing grapes, planning 
to sell them to vineyards. 
The grapes didn’t sell, so 
they took classes on wine 
making.

They began production 
in 2008, and were encour-
aged by compliments from 
family and friends. Their 

wine became popular and 
requests to purchase it 
began coming in, and the 
rest is history.

The Twisted Vine Family 
Vineyard is truly a family 
owned and operated 
business: owners Bill and 
Mary Davis, daughter 
laurie and husband Jessie 
Collins iii all have a hand 
in the success of the 
Vineyard that handcrafts 
16 different wines on 
premises using their 
own grapes, apples, and 
berries, as well as other 
sources of fruit.

Not only does the estab-
lishment produce wine, 
it has become a venue for 
local and national musicians 
who preform on Saturdays 
during their open season. 
Food from local vendors 
varies each weekend, and 
guests enjoy the outdoor 
ambiance of the vineyard 
and surrounding farm locat-
ed in the quiet, rural area of 
Southeastern Ohio.

Twisted Vine Family 
Vineyard at 1375 Carter 
Road in Patriot can also 
be found on Facebook 
and at https://www.
twistedvinefamilyvineyard.
com/.

Hello, neighbor!
 CALL ME TODAY

Robin Fowler
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

Please call or stop by and say, “Hi!”
I’m looking forward to serving your needs for insurance and fi nancial services.

Here to help life go right.®

Robin H Fowler, Agent
342 2nd Avenue | Gallipolis, Ohio 45631
740-446-4191 | robin.fowler.pich@statefarm.com | www.agentrobinfowler.com

OH-70235388

349 3rd Avenue
Gallipolis, Ohio 45631

740-446-0902

421 Main St.
Pt Pleasant, WV 25550

304-675-4480

Working Together. Building Success. 1.800.374.6123

Please visit www.peoplesbancorp.com
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Find Gallia’s attractions

Beth Sergent | OVP
Find living history at the John Gee 
Black Historical Center in Gallipolis.

A small, unassuming brick church 
sits alone among a parking lot at 
48 Pine Street in Gallipolis and is 
passed by hundreds of vehicles a 
day. inside though is the uniform of 
a Gallia Tuskegee Airman, shackles 
once used to hold humans captive 
among books and other artifacts 
dedicated to telling the tale of Gal-
lia’s African American history.

The John Gee Black Historical 
Center is a cultural and educational 
center to insure the preservation 
of tradition, culture, crafts, music 
and art of the African Americans in 
Southeastern Ohio.

in 1818, the first African Ameri-
can Church in Gallia was estab-
lished across the road from the cur-
rent center location and called the 

Bethel Church. Once the original 
building had become dilapidated, 
area builder and landowner John 
Gee donated land across the street 
for a new church’s construction in 
1895. The church was named the 
John Gee African American Meth-
odist Episcopal Chapel after Gee 
died. Reportedly, church members 
were also part the Underground 
Railroad and assisted fugitive slaves 
on their road to freedom.

Hours of operation are 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m., Fridays and Saturdays. 
Other hours are by appointment. 
Educational presentations available 
for groups and children. Find 
more information at the center’s 
Facebook page or website www.
johngeeblackhistory.com.

John Gee Black Historical Center

 

  

 

 

Locally owned & operated since 1993 
 

 

740-992-4119 or 1-800-291-5600 
www.qualitywindowsystems.com 

 

Call TODAY to schedule a FREE estimate! 

 5 WINDOWS INSTALLED FOR $1149 
(Up to 79 U.I. – please see salesman for details) 

We also offer:  
 

Patio Doors • Entry Doors 
Storm Doors • Patio Rooms • Siding 

 

Recent projects completed by Quality Window Systems 
  

Contractor 
WV#023477 

Window Upgrades Available: 
 

Grid • Low E/Argon • Exterior Trim  
Triple Pane • Painted & Woodgrain  
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Recent projects completed by Quality Window Systems

5 WINDOWS INSTALLED FOR $1349
(Up to 83 U.I. - please see salesman for details)

Call TODAY to schedule a FREE estimate!

Window Upgrades Available:

Grid • Low E/Argon • Exterior Trim
Triple Pane • Painted & Woodgrain

Contractor
WV#023477

We also offer:

Patio Doors • Entry Doors
Storm Doors • Patio Rooms • Siding

Locally owned & operated since 1993

740-992-4119 or 1-800-291-5600
www.qualitywindowsystems.com



Find Gallia’s attractions

Dean Wright | OVP
Gallipolis City Park.

Though the days are 
shorter in winter, the lights 
(many, many lights) are 
brighter in Gallipolis.

The annual Gallipolis in 
lights holiday display illumi-
nates the downtown skyline 
with 1,600 lighted Christmas 
balls dangling from high 
atop the trees in City Park. 
An outdoor audio system 
allows for holiday tunes to 
play throughout the park as 
visitors take in nearly 200 
personally decorated Christ-
mas trees. Children visit with 
Santa Claus and live nativity 
scenes are held throughout 
the run of the display.

Gallipolis in lights is free 
of charge with the official 
lighting ceremony tradition-
ally taking place the Wednes-
day before Thanksgiving 
each year at City Park near 
the historic Bandstand.

The Gallia County Con-
vention and Visitor’s Bureau 
also offers special holiday 
group experiences with dis-
counts on lodging, dining 
and shopping opportunities. 
Call 1-800-765-6482 for more 
information on booking a 
group holiday escape.

For more information on 
Gallipolis in lights, find it on 
Facebook.

Gallipolis In Lights Making the holidays bright
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Snou� er’s
Fire Safety
& Security

Let
Our Family

Help
Protect

Your Family
www.snou� ers.com

740-992-7075
1-800-353-0837

Sales • Service • Testing • Licensed in OH & WV

• US D.O.T. Registered
  Test Facility
• Fire Fighting
  Equipment

Fire Extinguishers

• Installations
• System Inspections

Restaurant Suppression

• Installations
• Automatic Fire Systems
  & Sprinkler Inspections

Fire Alarms

• Installations
• Security Cameras (CCTV)
• Residential & Commercial
• Monitoring Systems
• Medical Alert

Security Systems
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By Lorna Hart

Raised Around Rio, a 
farmers and artisan market 
in Rio Grande, typically 
opens for its season in late 
April and closes in early 
September.

Rio Mayor Matt Easter 
said Raised Around Rio has 
grown into something he 
never would have expected, 
but credits market director 
Jennifer littlejohn for her 
efforts in bringing the ven-
dors together.

“Jennifer and all the ven-
dors have worked really hard 
to make the market success-
ful,” Easter said. “They have 
built such a community for 
everyone, both in and out of 
our town.”

littlejohn said the mar-
ket, now in it’s fifth year, 
has added new vendors, and 
everyone is very excited to 

begin the new season.
“Every year we have 

added more local vendors,” 
littlejohn said. “Now we 
have vendors and artisans 
bringing everything from 
vegetables to jams and jel-
lies, goat milk soap and 
lotions, jewelry, and all 
sorts of baked goods.”

She said some of the ven-
dors are there each week, 
and others on a rotating 
basis.

“Each week we have a 
diverse group and wonder-
ful local offerings, with over 
40 vendors we always have 
a good market,” littlejohn 
said.

Raised Around Rio takes 
place 4-7 p.m., Wednesdays, 
on North College Avenue in 
Rio Grande, Ohio. For more 
information visit their Face-
book page: Raised Around 
Rio Farmers Market.

Raised Around Rio  
Farmers and Artisan Market

A busy evening at 
Raised Around Rio.

Beth Sergent | OVP

Find Gallia’s attractions

OH-70235287
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The arts are for everyone! 
The French Art Colony in 
Gallipolis is home to live 
music, art exhibits, summer 
classes and camps, theatre 
productions, weddings, and 
more.

The FAC’s annual Hot 
Summer Nights concert 
series provides outstanding 
live music every Thursday 
evening throughout the sum-
mer. Guests can enjoy snack 
options, the occasional food 
truck, and a stocked cash bar, 
all while relaxing under the 
shaded pavilion, complete 
with ceiling fans and retract-
able sides, on the beautiful 
landscaped grounds of the 
FAC.

The 2021 Hot Summer 
Nights season includes: June 
3 Paul Doeffinger, June 10 
Fur Peace Ranch, June 17 
Sour Mash String Band, June 
24 laurie Mae Hoover, July 
1 The Stringbenders, July 
8 Next level, July 15 Brent 
Patterson, July 22 Matthew 
Adam Metheney, July 29 

Hard Reign, August 5 The 
Stringbenders, August 12 
TBA, and August 19 Next 
level. Gates open at 6:30 
p.m., music begins at 7 p.m. 
Tickets are $5 for General 
Public at the gates and free 
for FAC Members.

in addition to community 
betterment education is a 
top priority for the FAC, 
therefore, the summer of 
2021 will be filled with a 
variety of camps and classes 
in both the visual and 
performing arts for youth 
ages 3-18, and adults of all 
ages and abilities.

From art exhibitions, 
classes, community events, 
educational outreach, rentals 
of its historic facility, and 
theatrical productions by the 
Riverby Theatre Guild, the 
FAC is proud to serve the 
Tri-State region for nearly 60 
years. For more information 
on 2021 summer events and 
programming, please visit 
www.frenchartcolony.org or 
call 740-446-3834.

The French 
Art Colony
‘Art’ is for everyone

FAC | Courtesy

The French Art Colony is home to art 
exhibits, classes for area youth and its 
annual concert series Hot Summer Nights.

Find Gallia’s attractions

4-Seasons Outdoor Power
Since 1989

Financing Available • Free Delivery 
Sales & Service

31827 SR 7 • Pomeroy, OH
740-992-4598

www.badboymowers.com O
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SIDE x SIDE



Find Gallia’s attractions

The “jewel of Second Ave-
nue” the Ariel-Ann Carson 
Dater Performing Arts Cen-
tre is an 1895 opera house 
built by the Ariel Oddfellows 
lodge. Beautifully restored 
with astounding acoustics, 
the Ariel Opera House is now 
the permanent home of The 
Ohio Valley Symphony, the 
only professional orchestra in 
the southeast Ohio River Val-
ley Region.

located in the historic 
district of the French town of 
Gallipolis on the Ohio River, 
the Ariel was built during 
the age of gas light elegance. 
in 2005 philanthropist Ann 
Carson Dater purchased 
the 25,000-square foot Ariel 
Opera House complex and 
presented it to The Ohio Val-
ley Symphony as its perma-
nent home.

The Ariel was intended for 
a variety of uses, performanc-
es of course, but also as the 
secular gathering place of the 
community hosting politi-

cal debates, town meetings, 
style shows, etc. The Ariel 
has been restored to carry 
on those same functions in 
today’s world and also serv-
ing as a mini-convention cen-
ter hosting a variety of com-
mercial and entertainment 
events. 25,000 square feet 
of space includes the main 
auditorium with 465 seats 
and dressing rooms, a 2nd 
floor Banquet Room accom-
modating 100 with adjoining 
Parlors and Ballroom, 3rd 
floor Chamber Theatre and 
adjacent Conference Room, 
any or all of which are avail-
able for rental.

2021 saw the installation of 
a brand new heating and air-
conditioning system in the 
auditorium with improved 
air filtration and ventilation.

The Ariel is the perfect 
place for your show, wedding, 
reception, commercial 
event, meeting, lecture or 
gathering of people. Visit 
arieloperahouse.org

The art of 
‘The Ariel’

‘The jewel of Second Avenue’
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Courtesy of The Ariel, photo by The Image Gallery

Ariel-Ann Carson Dater Performing Arts 
Centre, present day.

OH-70236567

282 Main St. Rutland, OH 45775 • www.rutlandbottlegas.com

740-742-2511 • 800-837-8217

WE ARE ONE OF THE LARGEST 
INDEPENDENT PROPANE DEALERS 
IN SOUTHERN OHIO AND WESTERN 

WEST VIRGINIA

UNSATISFIED WITH 
PRESENT SUPPLIER?

WANT RELIABILITY & SERVICE?
GIVE US A CALL TODAY!

• Bulk Propane • Cylinder Propane • Gas Heaters • Installations
• Repairs & Service

“All Things Considered,
Gas is Best”

RUTLAND BOTTLE 
GAS, INC.



Find Gallia’s attractions

OVP File Photo
The Gallipolis Railroad 
Freight Station Museum.
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The Gallipolis Railroad Freight 
Station Museum continues to add to 
it’s life-sized train set.

Built in 1901, the station remained 
a bustling freight depot for the area 
through the ownership of the Chesa-
peake and Ohio Railway as well as 
the Baltimore and Ohio and the 
Chessie System. it closed in 1981 but 
volunteers are bringing it back to life.

in 2020 alone, a boxcar, which was 
made in 1947, was the second car 
the museum added in a week - join-
ing the collection was a 1947 Bal-
timore and Ohio Railroad caboose. 
Both cars were given by the West 
Virginia State Farm Museum in 
Mason County, West Virginia. The 
railroad museum also has a passen-
ger lounge car from the Pennsylvania 
Railroad dating from the 1940s, a 
Ringling Brothers and Barnum and 
Bailey Circus car that had housed 

trapeze artists, a 1960s-era Southern 
State caboose, and a 1945 quarter 
steam engine, which is a rarity 
because it operated on steam rather 
than a firebox.

“We’re looking forward to having 
a small rail yard with the museum,” 
Volunteer Jerry Davis said.

The museum hopes to put more 
track down to make this dream a 
reality.

The museum has received grants 
and continues to apply for grants to 
continue its restoration. The railroad 
museum also hopes to be added to 
the National Register for Historic 
Places.

located at 918 Third Avenue, 
Gallipolis, the Gallipolis Railroad 
Freight Station Museum is the only 
railroad museum in the area and is 
open for tours by appointment. Find 
them at www.gallipolisrailroad.org

Gallipolis Railroad 
Freight Station Museum

OVP File Photo
The Gallipolis Railroad Freight Station 
Museum places its passenger car on rail. A 
former Ringling Brothers and Barnum and 
Bailey’s circus car, museum board members 
commented that if train cars could talk, the 
passenger car could write books.
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Village of Adamsville 
- The original Adamsville 
settlement was located on 
the banks of Raccoon Creek. 
Adam Rickabaugh (1761-
1836), a veteran of the Revo-
lutionary War from Virginia, 
brought his family to this val-
ley around 1804. The Village 
of Adamsville was awarded 
an Ohio Historical Marker in 
October 2014. The five log 
structures representing the 
village include a schoolhouse, 
a Freedom Seekers: Ohio & 
The Underground Railroad 
display, a Pioneer Home, an 
Appalachian Crafts display 
and mercantile.

Artisan Shoppe, Studio 
& Gallery is a state-of-the-
art facility in Gallipolis. 
Find high quality, handmade 
products from local artisans, 
choose from a variety of 
classes to take or utilize the 
open art studio, and enjoy 
monthly galleries. www.
theartisanshoppe.org

BoardRoom46, located 
in Gallipolis. Choose from 

hundreds of designs, many 
with personalization options, 
to paint a unique sign. Con-
stantly adding new designs, 
new event types to the sched-
ule, and new items to the 
boutique. Visit www.Board-
Room46.com to reserve a 
spot in an upcoming work-
shop or to schedule a private 
event. boardroom46.com

A snap of the fingers con-
firms that bell clear acoustic 
quality inside the Ariel-Ann 
Carson Dater Performing 
Arts Centre. The Ariel is 
home to The Ohio Valley 
Symphony, the only profes-
sional orchestra in the south-
east Ohio area. This restored 
1895 opera house is host to 
professional and amateur 
performances and presenta-
tions year-round with a five 
concert Ohio Valley Sympho-
ny series each year. lectures, 
business meetings and more 
round out the Ariel calendar. 
www.arieloperahouse.org

Cliffside Golf Course 
offers 18 challenging holes, 

with four set of tees, which 
tests all skill levels and pro-
vides an exceptional golfing 
experience. Founded in 1988, 
Cliffside was designed by golf 
course architect Jack Kidwell.

Gallia County Histori-
cal Society’s purpose is to 
bring to the community the 
resources that have been so 
painstakingly gathered as 
to reflect the history of Gal-
lipolis and the surrounding 
Gallia County. The group 
hopes to be able with the 
help of others, to gather his-
tory of the families that came 
from the east coast, the early 
settlers, to this territory to 
make it their home. The 
group’s genealogical purpose 
is to gather those histories 
and help researchers connect 
with their ancestors.

The purpose of the Gallia 
County Genealogical 
Society, OGS Chapter, 
Inc. is to promote interest 
in genealogical study and 
research and to take an 
active part in collecting 

and preserving records of 
interest to Gallia County, 
making them available for 
genealogical research. The 
society hosts several book 
signings for local authors and 
has various items for sale 
pertaining to genealogical 
research and Gallia County. 
www.galliagenealogy.org

The Gallipolis Railroad 
Freight Station Museum 
is the latest incarnation of 
the Gallipolis Hocking Val-
ley Railroad Freight Station, 
built in 1901. The station 
remained a bustling freight 
depot for the area through 
the ownership of the Chesa-
peake and Ohio Railway 
as well as the Baltimore 
and Ohio and the Chessie 
System. The station was 
closed by CSX in late 1981. 
in the years that followed, 
ownership passed to the 
O.O. Mcintyre Park District 
and the City of Gallipolis. in 
2015, a group of concerned 
residents organized by Dallas 

Find more Gallia County attractions

See ATTRACTiONS | 32

OVP File Photo
The Village of Adamsville 
recreated at Bob Evans 
Farm in Rio Grande.
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(Jim) love became involved in efforts 
to save the deteriorating 26’x80’ station. 
www.gallipolisrailroad.org

The Lambert Lands Memorial is 
dedicated to 30 ex-slaves freed by slave 
holder Charles lambert Jr. of Bedford 
County, Virginia, in his last will and 
testament. in 1843, the group migrated 
northward, crossed the Ohio River 
and settled on 365.5 acres in Morgan 
Township in Gallia County, Ohio. Gallia 
County had more than one major route 
for slaves to escape from the southern 
plantations in their quest for freedom.

The Nolan family’s Laurel Valley 
Creamery got its start in 2005 when 
Nick and Celeste Nolan purchased 
farmland belonging to Nick’s 
grandparents in an attempt to carry on 
their family farming traditions. Their 
goal now is to create a successful cheese 
business and also help people renew 
their relationship with food production. 
www.laurelvalleycreamery.com

located in the midst of one of the 
largest Welsh-American settlements 
in North America, the Madog Center 
for Welsh Studies has established a 
Resource Center which helps to support 
its mission. in this endeavor, the center 
is unique in the United States and Can-
ada. The center fosters and understand-
ing and appreciation for Welsh heritage 
and contemporary Welsh culture.

Mound Hill Cemetery, also known 
as Fortification Hill, overlooks Gallipo-
lis, West Virginia and the Ohio River. 
The cemetery dates back to 1880 and 
has at least two of the founding French 
500 buried there. The plaque on the 
gates in the cemetery lists the names of 
thirty Revolutionary soldiers who were 
buried in Gallia County. The cemetery 
includes many gravestones of interest.

The Ohio Tattoo Museum is located 
at 1928 Jackson Pike, Bidwell Ohio 
and offers visitors a unique collection 

of flash art and coveted tattoo related 
antiquities spanning from the early 
days of electric tattooing to present. 
For more information or to inquire 
about hours of operation and special 
events, call 740-441-8190 or www.
ohiotattoomuseum.com

Our House Tavern was established 
in 1819 by Henry Cushing and his sister 
Elizabeth Cushing Foster. it was run as 
a tavern and inn to travelers. The tavern 
also served as a gathering place for the 
local people so that they might get the 
latest news and discuss current events 
with the travelers. Today, it is a place to 
see living history. Points of interest with-
in the museum are General lafayette’s 
jacket that was left behind during his 
visit in 1825, the Summer Kitchen, the 
Tavern Room and artifacts in the attic.

Pine Street Cemetery was estab-
lished around 1790. The most interest-
ing monuments are those of the original 
French 500 settlers and Congressman 
Vinton for whom, in 1850, Ohio’s Vinton 
County was named. Some of the early 
gravestones remaining in the cemetery 
today are inscribed with dates of deaths 

as early as 1815. Many older headstones 
feature epitaphs with warnings to the 
living or a message about the departed. 
The early stonecutters used icons to 
convey strong and enduring messages. 
These sedate symbols of expression 
took far less space than words.

Pine Street Colored Cemetery 
holds the gravestones of several local 
citizens who contributed to this com-
munity’s development. included are Wil-
lis Battles, a carpenter; Daniel Webster, 
a restaurateur; lemeul Holmes, a coo-
per; George Mason, a shoemaker; leah 
Steward, the first black person to arrive 
in Gallia County and Robert Mitchell, 
who led the way to an early desegrega-
tion of the Gallipolis Public Schools. 
Because of Mitchell’s efforts, lincoln 
School on Third Avenue was integrated 
in 1918. it was the first desegregation in 
the state of Ohio.

Raccoon Creek Paddles & Oars, 
located in Rio Grande. Offers canoe 
and kayak rentals. Book tours to paddle 
Raccoon Creek through Gallia County. 
Shelter house rentals and campground. 
Call 740-645-9762

Find more Gallia County attractions
From page 31

Attractions

OVP File Photo

Our House Tavern in Gallipolis.
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Places to stay in Gallia County
Briarthorne B&B
4219 Hannan Trace Road, 
Patriot, Ohio 45658
740-256-1505

College Hill Motel
10987 State Route 588, 
Rio Grande, Ohio 45674
740-245-5326

Country Cottage
1787 State Route 850, 
Bidwell, Ohio 45614
740-464-6925

Hampton Inn
444 State Route 7S., 
Gallipolis, Ohio 45631
740-446-8000

Hidden Hollow Cabin
740-379-9388

Hidden Valley Cottage
1787 State Route 850, 
Bidwell, Ohio 45614
740-464-6925

Our Little Checkered Past
558 Third Avenue, 
Gallipolis, Ohio 45631
740-446-1271

Our Little Orange-A-Peel
1233 Watson Road, Apr. 3, 
Bidwell, Ohio 45614
740-446-1271

Our Little Americana Charm
1233 Watson Rd., Apt. 1, 
Bidwell, Ohio 45614
740-446-1271

Our Little French Connection
556 Third Avenue, 
Gallipolis, Ohio 45631
740-446-1271

Our Little Green with Envy
1233 Watson Road, 
Bidwell, Ohio 45614
740-446-1271

Our Little House on the Corner
1263 Watson Road, 
Bidwell, Ohio 45614
740-446-1271

Our Little Mellow Yellow
1233 Watson Road, Apt. 4, 
Bidwell, Ohio 45614
740-446-1271

Quality Inn
577 State Route 7 N., 
Gallipolis, Ohio 45631
740-446-0900

Raccoon Creek Side Cottage
292 Main Street, 
Vinton, Ohio 45686
740-388-8327

Raccoon Falls Guest Cottage
1094 lincoln Pike, 
Gallipolis, Ohio 45631
740-446-7417

Pap’s Place and Nit’s Cottage
15771 State Route 7 S., 
Crown City, Ohio 45623
740-853-0222

Regency Inn
151 Upper River Road, 
Gallipolis, Ohio 45631
740-446-0241

Riverside Motel
1066 First Avenue, 
Gallipolis, Ohio 45631
740-446-2702

Super 8 Motel
321 Upper River Road, 
Gallipolis, Ohio 45631
740-446-8080

The Little Brick House
11504 St. Route 588, 
Bidwell, Ohio 45614
614-312-2744

The Runaway Retreat
Patriot, Ohio 45658
740-853-0416

Travel Lodge
260 Jackson Pike, 
Gallipolis, Ohio 45631
740-446-7071

Whispering Pine Cabin
1669 State Route 233, 
Patriot, Ohio 45658
740-446-7300

William Ann Motel
918 Second Avenue, 
Gallipolis, Ohio 45631
740-446-3373
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This 2021 official Gallia County Visitors Guide was produced in cooperation between Ohio Valley Publishing’s 
Gallipolis Daily Tribune and the Gallia County Convention and Visitors Bureau. The Gallia County Visitors Guide 

contains photos and content from OVP staff with some material submitted by various community organizations and 
individuals to promote Gallia County. OVP wishes to thank all individuals and advertisers who supported and made 

this project possible. OVP is a subsidiary of AiM Media Midwest. images and content subject to copyright.

Gallia County Visitors 
Guide Credits
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Beth Sergent | OVP
Find “Bigfoot” as he moves along the 
Gatewood Trail System in Rio Grande.

Find your place among Gallia 
County’s hills in fall foliage.

Beth Sergent | OVP



At the Regional Health Center at Pleasant Valley 
Hospital, we do so much more than treat you or 
your child when you’re sick. We are here to give 
preventive care and provide guidance for a healthy 
lifestyle. We also have the expertise to manage 

your care if there’s a chronic health need and open 
doors to specialized services, when and if required. 
As you look to live your healthiest life, start with 
one of our experienced primary care providers. Our 
team welcomes your call or visit today.

Better Health Starts With Us.

Convenient Care. When You Need It Most.
Well Checks, Sick Visits, Walk-In Care and Telehealth Appointments

Schedule an Appointment Today at 304.675.4500

Nisar Amin, MD, ABIM
Internal Medicine, Board-Certified 
Medical care for patients 18 years of age and older

Robert Belluso, DO, FAAFP
Family Medicine, Board-Certified
Medical care for patients newborn and older 

Randall Hawkins, MD, FACP
Internal Medicine, Board-Certified 
Medical care for patients 18 years of age and older

Lou Potter, APRN, MSN, FNP-BC
Family Nurse Practitioner, Board-Certified
Medical care for patients 3 years of age and older 

Robert Tayengco, MD, ABIM
Internal Medicine, Board-Certified 
Medical care for patients 18 years of age and older

Jessica Wilson, DO, AOBFP
Family Medicine, Board-Certified
Medical care for patients 3 years of age and older 

H. Edward Ayers Jr., MD, ABIM, ABP
Pediatrics & Internal Medicine Physician, Board-Certified
Medical care for patients newborn and older 

Tess Simon, MD, ABIM
Internal Medicine, Board-Certified 
Medical care for patients 18 years of age and older

Kylen Whipp, MD, ABFM
Family Medicine, Board-Certified  
Medical care for patients newborn and older 

At the Regional Health Center at Pleasant Valley 
Hospital, we do so much more than treat you or 
your child when you’re sick. We are here to give 
preventive care and provide guidance for a healthy 
lifestyle. We also have the expertise to manage 

your care if there’s a chronic health need and open 
doors to specialized services, when and if required. 
As you look to live your healthiest life, start with 
one of our experienced primary care providers. Our 
team welcomes your call or visit today.

Better Health Starts With Us.

Convenient Care. When You Need It Most.
Well Checks, Sick Visits, Walk-In Care and Telehealth Appointments

Schedule an Appointment Today at 304.675.4500

Nisar Amin, MD, ABIM
Internal Medicine, Board-Certified 
Medical care for patients 18 years of age and older

Robert Belluso, DO, FAAFP
Family Medicine, Board-Certified
Medical care for patients newborn and older 

Randall Hawkins, MD, FACP
Internal Medicine, Board-Certified 
Medical care for patients 18 years of age and older

Lou Potter, APRN, MSN, FNP-BC
Family Nurse Practitioner, Board-Certified
Medical care for patients 3 years of age and older 

Robert Tayengco, MD, ABIM
Internal Medicine, Board-Certified 
Medical care for patients 18 years of age and older

Jessica Wilson, DO, AOBFP
Family Medicine, Board-Certified
Medical care for patients 3 years of age and older 

H. Edward Ayers Jr., MD, ABIM, ABP
Pediatrics & Internal Medicine Physician, Board-Certified
Medical care for patients newborn and older 

Tess Simon, MD, ABIM
Internal Medicine, Board-Certified 
Medical care for patients 18 years of age and older

Kylen Whipp, MD, ABFM
Family Medicine, Board-Certified  
Medical care for patients newborn and older 

O
H

-7
02

36
99

6


