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Please stop by and say, “Hi!”

I’m looking forward to serving your needs for
insurance and financial services.
Here to help life go right.®

CALL ME TODAY

Robin H Fowler, Agent
11504 State Route 588
Bidwell, OH 45614
740-245-5441
robin.fowler.pitch@statefarm.com

OH-70176552
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What to expect during a
				 bathroom remodel
T

here are many reasons to renovate a home. Some
homeowners purchase fixer-uppers and commit
to making major renovations before they even
move in, while others may renovate their homes with
an eye on resale value. But many homeowners also take
on renovation projects to make the homes more livable
for themselves.
Bathroom renovations are popular projects. In fact, a
2018 survey from the National Association of Home
Builders found that bathroom remodels are the
most popular remodeling projects. But just because
bathroom remodeling projects are popular doesn’t
mean they’re easy to endure. Knowing what to expect
during a bathroom remodel can help homeowners get
through the renovation process.

Cost

Bathroom remodeling projects
can be expensive. According to
Remodeling magazine’s “Cost
vs. Value 2019” report, a midrange bathroom remodeling
project cost an average of
$20,420 in 2019, while an
upscale remodel cost just
under $64,000. Homeowners
should develop budgets for
their bathroom renovation
projects to determine which
type of project they can afford.
In addition, setting aside a
little extra money for overruns
is a wise move that can help

homeowners handle any
unforeseen expenses that arise
during the project.

Noise

Few home renovation projects
can be undertaken quietly,
and bathroom renovations
tend to generate a lot of noise.
The noise can be difficult to
overcome for professionals
who work from home fulltime, and it also can be hard
on parents of young children
who still nap and don’t yet go
to school. Parents of young
children may find it best to

delay bathroom renovation
projects until their children are
school-aged and out of the
house for most of the day on
weekdays.

Mess

The debris generated by
bathroom renovation projects
is another thing homeowners
must prepare for. In addition
to preparing for the waste
generated by the project, firsttime renovators must realize
that dust might be a big issue
once the project begins. Dust
can pose a threat to residents’

overall health, particularly
the health of youngsters
whose bodies haven’t yet fully
developed. As a result, parents
of young children may want to
schedule renovations during
family vacations so their
children are exposed to as
little dust as possible.

Changes

Few renovations go off without
a hitch. Once a project begins,
contractors often uncover
issues that weren’t noticeable
to the naked eye. These issues
may increase the cost of

HOME IMPROVEMENT STARTS

HOME NATIONAL BANK
BUY, BUILD, AND REMODEL
OH-70177932

AT

completing a project or force
homeowners to change their
plans to make the project stay
as close to their budgets as
possible. Recognizing that
these decisions may have
to be made on the fly can
help homeowners feel more
prepared when unexpected
issues arise.

Bathroom renovation projects
are worthwhile investments.
Knowing what to expect during
a bathroom renovation project
can help homeowners handle
all the twists and turns that
may arise.
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Affordable features

to consider when revamping your kitchen

K

features, including professional
ranges and built-in refrigerators that
match the surrounding cabinetry.
However, many mainstream brands
offer “faux pro” features that can
equal more expensive alternatives.
Consumer Reports even notes
that many budget-friendly faux
pro appliances outperformed their
high-end counterparts in terms of
reliability.

itchens are popular gathering
spots in many homes. That
popularity is reflected in
various ways, including how many
homeowners choose to remodel their
kitchens.

A 2019 report from the home
renovation and design resource Houzz
found that kitchens were the most
popular room to renovate in 2018.
Homeowners considering kitchen
remodels should know that the Houzz
report also indicated that spending
on kitchen remodels increased by 27
percent in 2018.

Countertops

Countertops tend to capture the
eye’s attention when walking into a
kitchen. Outdated and/or damaged
countertops grab that attention for
all the wrong reasons, while updated
countertops made from today’s most
popular materials provide that wow
factor homeowners seek. If granite
is a must-have, Consumer Reports
notes that homeowners can save
substantial amounts of money by
choosing granite from remnants at

Homeowners concerned by the cost
of remodeling a kitchen should know
that there are ways to give kitchens a
whole new feel without breaking the
bank.

Appliances

Consumer Reports notes that luxury
home buyers expect high-end

the stone yard. If marble is your ideal
countertop, save money by choosing
a domestic product as opposed to one
imported from overseas.

Cabinets

Custom-built cabinets may be a
dream, but they tend to be a very
expensive one. Such cabinets are
designed to adhere to the dimensions
of the kitchen, and Consumer Reports
notes that they can cost tens of
thousands of dollars. If that estimate
would bust your budget, examine the
current layout of the existing cabinets.
If the layout is fine but the cabinets
need work, you can give them a whole
new look by refinishing them. If the
cabinets must go, stock units or
semi-custom cabinets can provide a
new look without busting the budget.
Kitchen remodels can be expensive.
But there are many affordable ways to
revamp a kitchen.
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Improve storage

at home
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3 COMMON DIY MISTAKES

to avoid

hanging rod systems. Customizing
closets using track systems or other
modifications can improve utility of all
closets in the house.

Invest in storage beds

Storage beds typically feature cubbies
or drawers within a platform-style bed
frame. It’s a practical home storage
solution, and does not require any
building.

Think vertically

Maximize spaces by looking up and
down for storage possibilities. Items
that are not used frequently, such
as seasonal decorations or travel
suitcases, can be stored in high
spaces. Shelving on walls can go as
high as necessary and be put to use in
awkward wall areas, such as in corners
or under eaves.

H

omes are getting bigger, but
it seems like people are still
lamenting a lack of storage
space.

National Public Radio says the average
American home has nearly tripled
in size during the last 50 years.
Despite that, 10 percent of Americans
still need to rent off-site storage,
according to a report in The New York
Times Magazine. Self-storage facilities
are one of the fastest-growing
commercial real estate segments, and
the Self Storage Association says there
are more than 50,000 storage facilities
in the U.S. alone. The commercial
real estate company CBRE, Ltd., says
there are roughly 3,000 self-storage
facilities across Canada, and 65 to 85
percent of self-storage tenants are
residential users.
Improving storage at home can be a
cost-effective alternative to renting
storage space. With these easy tips,
homeowners can maximize space
immediately.

Utilize track storage systems

Closets may be plentiful, but if not
efficiently utilized, space may still
seem lacking. Track closet storage
systems often make greater use of
closet space than traditional shelf and

Invest in storage benches/
ottomans

A stopping area inside the front door
replete with a storage bench can house
shoes, umbrellas, hats, backpacks, and
other items, keeping them tidy and
out of sight. In living rooms, look for
chests or ottomans that are decorative
and functional. Store throw blankets or
board games inside.

Recess drawers or shelves

Gain more storage by recessing a
chest of drawers into what is called
the “knee wall” of homes that have
sloped ceilings in attics and upstairs
bedrooms. Utilize these short walls in
an efficient manner by sinking drawers
or shelves into them, without taking
up floor space.

Rafter shelving

While in the attic (or a garage), add
hanging shelves to rafters or exposed
beams to create off-the-floor storage
as well.

These are just a few of the handy ways
to improve the interior storage space
in a home.

P

ride tends to swell
when homeowners
successfully
complete do-it-yourself
projects on their homes.
In addition to saving
homeowners money,
DIY projects provide a
unique way for men and
women to personally
connect with their
homes. The ability to
look at a finished project
and say it’s a result of
your own handiwork can
make a home feel more
your own.

As fun and fulfilling
as DIY projects can
be, they also can be
nerve-wracking and
induce anxiety. When
DIY projects falter,
fixing them can prove
costly, as homeowners
typically must call in
contractors to correct
their mistakes and get
a project back on track.
That results in additional
labor and material costs
that might have been
avoidable, especially for
homeowners who make
an effort to avoid some
common DIY mistakes.

1. Failure to
secure permits

Even though
homeowners own their
homes, that does not
mean they have carte
blanche to do what they
want with them. Many
renovation projects

require homeowners to
secure permits before
projects can commence.
Some may even require
additional permits as
the projects advance. If
proper permits are not
secured, homeowners
may be fined and
projects may be nixed,
regardless of how much
money homeowners
have spent up to that
point. Before beginning
a home renovation
project, homeowners
should always contact
their local permit office
to determine if any
permits are required.
Bankrate.com notes
that permits are often
required for any project
larger than painting or
wallpapering.

2. Overestimating
your abilities

DIY television shows
make home renovation
projects look easy,
but reality suggests
otherwise. Homeowners
with little or no
experience renovating a
home may want to take
classes before they think
about starting a project
on their own. Even
online tutorials tend to
make jobs appear easier
than they are. Roofing
and plumbing projects
tend to be best left to
the professionals, as
these projects can be

either dangerous or
vulnerable to disaster if
not addressed by trained
professionals.

3. Incorrect
materials

Whether it’s to save
money or a byproduct
of inexperience, DIYers
do not always choose
the correct materials
for a job. Experienced
contractors have ample
experience working with
all sorts of materials and
are therefore in a unique
position to recommend
the best materials for
any given job. That
resource is not available
for DIYers, who must
perform ample research
before beginning a job
so the project involves
the most appropriate
materials. Incorrect
materials can be a
sunken cost that derails
a project, but even
jobs completed using
incorrect materials may
need to be redone a lot
more quickly than those
that employed the right
materials the first time.
Many home renovation
projects can be
completed without the
help of professional
contractors., especially
when homeowners take
steps to avoid some
of the more common
mistakes made by
DIYers.

LET US SHOW YOU THE
RED CARPET TREATMENT

106 North 2nd Ave
Middleport,
OH 45760

Serving the Tri-State Area with
Professional Hardscapes, Landscapes,
and Retaining Walls.

THE RED CARPET TREATMENT

Your carpet & upholstery cleaning solution

3 rooms cleaned - $109.95
each additional room - $30
add a bath or hall - $10
Sofa, Loveseat & Chair - $144

Call Nate at 740-645-8193
or Kevin at 740-612-0957

OH-70177860

OH-70177526

740-691-5125

www.redcarpettreatment.org
1-888-992-7090 • 1-740-992-7090

OH-70177568

1588 Gage Road, Patriot OH, 45658
Phone: 740-379-9109

ONE DAY SERVICE
• Quality Products, Exceptional Value,
Unsurpassed Service!
• Stop in anytime to see how we create our
products with our top of the line equipment.
• We Manufacture Painted Rooﬁng
and Metal Siding

SIDING AND ROOFING COLORS

OH-70177013

Hours: Mon-Fri 6 am to 4 pm and Sat 6 am to 11 am
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things to consider when
							buying a shed

B

ackyard sheds can be useful assets.
Sheds can create storage space in the
garage, basement or other areas of the
house that have become gathering spots
for gear typically used outdoors. Sheds are
ideal for housing mowers, tools and even
pool-care equipment. But they can be put to
other uses as well, such as being key spots
to engage in hobbies or even as a child’s
clubhouse.
Various factors should be considered before
building or buying a shed. A storage shed
can be a significant investment. Once
placed, sheds may remain in their dedicated
spots for years to come. That means
careful thought should go into the planning
process.

1. Check your local
building codes first. Before

you accumulate building materials
or order a shed, be sure to
know the ins and outs of shed
codes. The codes may impact the
shed’s placement, construction,
the materials used, size, and
numerous other factors. It’s much
easier to amend plans beforehand
than to face the hassle and
expense after learning you did
things incorrectly.

2. Choose placement
wisely. Spend several days

assessing the yard and thinking
about the uses for the shed. If
you plan to store pool floats and
chemicals inside of the shed, it
should be located close enough
to the pool to be convenient. Look
at the lay of the land. If there is
a soggy patch of land that can
turn swampy under the shed’s
foundation, that is a poor location
choice. If you need access to
electricity, placing it far away
from the house could necessitate
running expensive wiring.

3. Consider the design. Just
because a shed is for storage
doesn’t mean aesthetics should
be overlooked. Choose a shed
style that complements your
home. You may also want to
match certain architectural
features, like arched doorways

Signs
A

or dormers. Design also may
relate to practicality. For instance,
storing a riding mower inside may
necessitate dual doors that open
widely.

4. Invest in quality
materials. Spending a little

more and using quality materials
can ensure it lasts long enough
to be cost-effective. The right
materials will be resistant to
splitting, cracking, decay, and
insect damage.

5. Prepare the site well. A
proper foundation for the shed is
almost as important as the shed
itself. You cannot just drop the
shed on the lawn and leave it, as
the shed can sink or structural
issues may arise if it is placed on
a weak base.
6. Blend into the
environment. Surround the

shed with shrubs or plants so
that it blends into the yard and
complements the space.

7. Deck out the interior.

Use every storage tool at your
disposal to maximize floor, wall
and even rafter space for storage.
Plan where items will be kept and
customize the storage options
around those locations.
Sheds can be an asset and
improve storage capability in the
backyard.

your tools may need some

do-it-yourselfer is only as good as his
or her tools. Without the proper tools,
even the handiest men and women
may struggle to complete jobs well within
their abilities.

It doesn’t take a seasoned do-it-yourselfer to
recognize when hammers and screwdrivers
need to be replaced. And such tools are
generally so affordable that replacing them,
even when they still have some utility, won’t
affect too many DIYers’ budgets. However,
power tools are considerable investments
that do not necessarily need to be discarded
when the first signs of trouble pop up. In
fact, sometimes power tools just need
some TLC to become useful once again.
The following are some common symptoms
of power tool problems, and what may be
behind those problems.

Difficulty starting

A power tool that won’t
start can delay a project.
But a tool that won’t start
should not be immediately
written off, especially not
before DIYers employ a
multimeter. The cost of
digital multimeters varies
widely, with some retailing
for less than $20 while
others sell for hundreds
and hundreds of dollars.
Serious DIYers who spend
every weekend working on
one project or another may
find the more expensive
multimeters more to their

liking, but many weekend
warriors can get by with
less expensive alternatives.
Multimeters are useful
because they can measure
voltage on a power tool
to determine if power is
effectively moving through
the tool.
Dust and dirt also can
compromise power tools.
This may be especially
likely in spring, a time
synonymous with home
renovations, when many
homeowners pick up their
tools for the first time in
months. Inspect a power

tool that’s not starting to
see if dust or dirt is the
culprit. If so, clean the
tool and then try to start it
again.

Loss of power

Some power tools may
start but still lack the extra
muscle that make power
tools more beneficial than
manual tools. In such
instances, the carbon
brushes might need to
be replaced. The online
resource ereplacement.
parts.com notes that

Improving Home Improvement

OH-70177688

OH-70177877

When you're ready for a
home improvement
project, one of the first
plans you'll make is the
home improvement loan.
And that can be a lot of
work. But at Ohio Valley
Bank, we've improved
the home improvement
loan. We have great
rates, friendly service,
and quick answers, too.

ID# 519902

MEMBER
FDIC

TLC

A Better Way To Bank!

heat damage to brushes
can reduce the overall
conductivity of the brush,
resulting in less power
reaching the tool’s motor.
In such instances, replace
the carbon brushes. In
addition, chipped or
damaged brushes can
result in inconsistent
power output. Replacing
the brushes in such
instances may be all that’s
necessary to restore a tool
to its powerful self.

Burning smell

Many a DIYer has dealt
with a power tool that
emits an odor of burning.
The power tool experts
at Grainger notes that
tools like sanders contain
drive belts, and these
belts should be the first
place to look when tools
produce a burning smell.
When the drive belt is
to blame, the tool will
typically stop working even
when the motor is running.
Capacitors may be behind
the burning smell when
using tools without drive
belts. Sometimes tools
have simply overheated.
Whenever DIYers get a
whiff of that burning
smell, turn off the tool
immediately and let it sit
for 30 minutes before
trying to diagnose the
problem. Replacing these
parts can restore them to
full usefulness and get rid
of that unwelcome aroma.

Replacing worn or
damaged power tool parts
as opposed to the tools
themselves is often the
most budget-friendly way
to get these must-have DIY
accessories back on track.
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Exterior renovations
that can improve home value
of prospective home
buyers say a home’s curb
appeal is an important
factor in their buying
decisions. As buyers
use the internet to look
for their dream homes,
there’s no denying a
beautifully landscaped,
nicely photographed
property can entice
buyers to click and read
more about a house.

an inspector to look at
key components of the
house and recommend
what needs to be fixed.
This way it is discovered
before home buyers
come in and do their
own inspections.
Termite infestations,
deteriorating roofs and
hidden water leaks are
some things that might
need fixing.

Landscaping

Address insects and
minor repairs

Improve the
entryway

Abundant and wellplanned landscaping
can instantly boost curb
appeal. According to the
landscaping company
Lawn Starter, 71 percent

Improving home value
may come down to fixing
areas of the home that
can negatively affect its
appeal to buyers. Hire

The front door is the
focal point of a home’s
exterior. Invest in a new
door or paint it a striking
color to add appeal.

Remodeling magazine’s
“Cost vs. Value Report
2019” indicates changing
an entry door to a steel
replacement can offer
74.9 percent ROI. Such
a door provides visual
appeal and added
security — things buyers
look for. In addition to
the front door, make
sure that the entryway
has a level walkway,
steps that are in good
repair, accents that are
free from rust or tarnish,
and decorative plants.

Outdoor lighting

Outdoor lighting can
add to the ambiance of a

Stop by... you
to help
We’d love r projects!
with you

740-992-6173
Jean Whobrey

We carry ﬂooring-draperieswall coverings-blinds

2150 Eastern Ave.
Gallipolis, OH 45631

(740) 446-9777

OH-70176540

Financing Available

A fresh coat of paint
or new (or cleaned)
siding can instantly give
homes a facelift. Neutral,
warm and inviting
colors tend to have the
widest appeal. Adding

Knowing which
improvements add
value to a home can
help homeowners tailor
their efforts to those
that are most financially
beneficial.

P.O. Box 55
Chester, OH

CARPET &
REMNANVT INYL
S....
OVER 200
IN STOCK
Starting
$4.95 a yaardt

39080 Hobson Road
Middleport, Ohio 45760

OH-70177794

in mind. For example,
aerating soil helps to
improve water flow
to plants’ roots and
reduces water runoff,
helping to ensure that
plants get all of the
water they need while
reducing the likelihood
that homeowners will
have to use excessive
amounts of water to
keep plants healthy. In
addition, using lowwater-using types
of grass can help
homeowners who live in
areas prone to drought
conserve water while
still maintaining lush,
green lawns.

Repaint (or reside)
the exterior

manufactured stone
veneer to the home can
offer a 94.9 percent ROI,
says Remodeling. And
after doing the front door
and siding, investing in a
garage door replacement
offers the highest ROI
of all exterior projects
listed on the “Cost vs.
Value Report 2019.” This
improvement returns
97.5 percent when
selling.

Ridenour’s
Gas
Service
(740) 985-3307

Meigs Carpet
& Decorating
Center
Did you know?
W
hen planning
spring
landscapes,
homeowners should
always group plants
with similar water needs
together. According to
the U.S. Department
of Energy, grouping
plants with similar
water needs together
helps to conserve
water, which can be
an especially useful
strategy if or when
drought restrictions go
into effect in summer.
Homeowners also can
embrace additional
strategies to landscape
with water conservation

property and serve as a
security feature. Utilize
different lights, such
as a bright light by the
entry, uplighting in trees
and shrubs for drama, a
light-lined path to the
door to improve visibility,
and motion-detection
lights to improve the
security of the property.

• Home • Residential
• Farm • Commercial
• Industry • Repair
• Sales and Service
• Vented & Unvented Heaters
• Empire & Free Standing
Fireplaces

Hours of Operation

Monday-Friday 8:00-4:30 • Saturday 8:00-12:00
• Sunday CLOSED

We oﬀer sales, service, and parts
for Massey Ferguson and much
more. We also stock a large
inventory of used farm tractors
and equipment.

OH-70177640

R

enovating a home
to improve its value
can be a smart
investment. Interior
improvements, such as
updating kitchens and
baths, offer good return
on investment, but there
are plenty of exterior
renovations that can add
value to a home and give
it that coveted “wow”
factor.
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Bidwell Trustworthy

SPRING
PROJECTS?
See Us For Deck
& Building
Project Quotes!

Hardware

✔Fishing &

Hunting Licenses

✔We Make Keys
✔LP Tanks
✔We Mix Paint

“Everyday Low Prices & Old Fashioned Services”
8997 St. Rt. 160, Bidwell, OH • 740-446-8828
Open Mon-Sat 8 am - 6 pm, Sunday 11 am - 5 pm

Pro Edge 6 pc.
Paint Brush Set

Get Your Home Ready for Spring

$10.99

Project Select
4pc. Paint Brush Set

Select Gallons

VALSPAR PAINT

$6.99

10% OFF SALE

Project Select
11pc. Paint Set

$12.99
Authorized

Dealer

FS38
Stihl Trimmer

$139.95

We carry chainsaws, shrub
trimmers & Stihl supplies

MAKE YOUR HOME
A SHOWCASE
WE SERVICE
Stihl Trimmers
and Saws
446-8828

MIRACLE
GRO
POTTING
SOIL

MIRACLE
GRO
GARDEN
SOIL

$7.99

2 cubic ft.
bag - $12.49

SEE OUR SELECTION
• New Bulk Garden
Seeds • Seed Potatoes
• Onion Sets

MULCH

6 yr Warranty US Craftmaster
HOT WATER TANKS
40
Gallon

$349.99
$379.99

50 pound bag

18% PRIDE
DOG FOOD

$19.99

16 qt.

$10.99

MIRACLE GRO
POTTING MIX

• BLACK • RED • BROWN

50
Gallon

1 cubic ft.

1 cubic ft. bag

Double Your Warranty
With FS 56 RCE Shihl
Trimmer & get a 6 pack oil

FREE

$19.99

FLEX ALL 2 GALLON PAINT

FS56 RCE Stihl Trimmer $219.95

OH-70177363

Prices good
March 12 Thru 30th

3

BAGS

8 qt.

$6.99

$9.99
WE SELL

John-N-Box • Grass

$96.49

Seed
• Straw

• Rakes
• Shovels
• Sprayers

