
Friday, November 8, 2019     1Ohio Valley Publishing SALUTE TO VETERANS Hello, neighbor!
Please stop by and say, “Hi!”
I’m looking forward to serving your needs for  
insurance and financial services.
Here to help life go right.®
CALL ME TODAY

OH-70154030

Robin H Fowler, Agent
11504 State Route 588

Bidwell, OH 45614
740-245-5441

robin.fowler.pitch@statefarm.com

O
H

-7
01

54
29

4

Salute to

A special supplement to the 

Veterans



SALUTE TO VETERANS Ohio Valley Publishing2    Friday, November 8, 2019

MEIGS COUNTY 
— For William Charles 
Brewer it was a trip 20 
years in the making and 
one he did to honor his 
late brother, James.

James Brewer served 
in the military and was 
sent to Vietnam during 
the Vietnam War.

James was four years 
older than Charlie and 
the younger brother 
recalls that James always 
liked to play military 
games with his twin, 
John, growing up on the 
family farm outside of 
Chester, Ohio. James 
and his brother John 
were both in the military, 
but only one would be 
deployed overseas. John 
went on to be a combat 
medic and spent time 
stationed in Hawaii.

James Dale Brewer 
enlisted in the Army 
on Nov. 5, 1965. After 
basic training at Fort 
Jackson, he was sent to 
Fort Dix. He eventually 
was sent to Fort Devens, 
and trained with the 
196th LIB before being 
sent to Vietnam on 
the USS Patch out of 
Boston. He participated 
in Operations Attleboro, 
Gadsden, Cedar Falls, 
and Junction City.

James was transferred 
to A/3/22nd on the day 
the unit landed at LZ 
Gold in Vietnam. He was 
killed two days later, 
March 21, 1967, on the 
day that marked the 
halfway point to his 21st 
birthday.

Charlie recalled the 
day that representatives 
arrived at the family 
home to tell his mother 
about James’ death. 
“My mother knew as 
soon as she opened the 
door,” said Brewer. John 
was able to escort his 
brother’s remains back 
home for the services 
which were held at 
Ewing Funeral Home.

Charlie said James 
wanted to have a career 
in the military, working 
his way up the ladder.

For his actions during 
the battle, James D. 
Brewer, SP4 E-4, was 
awarded the Bronze Star 
(posthumously).

“Specialist Brewer’s 
company was set 
up in a perimeter 
defense northeast of 

Soui Da in Tay Ninh 
Province, when a Viet 
Cong regimental force 
attacked the perimeter 
and surrounded it. 
Specialist Brewer’s 
position was under 
heavy concentration of 
automatic weapons and 
mortar fire. Specialist 
Brewer, seeing the .50 
caliber machine gun 
position being overrun, 
maneuvered through 
intense enemy fire to the 
beleaguered position and 
placed highly effective 
fire on the oncoming 
enemy force until he was 
mortally wounded. His 
actions were directly 
responsible for keeping 
friendly casualties to 
a minimum. Specialist 
Brewer’s disregard 
for his own safety, 
coolness under fire, and 
personal bravery are in 
keeping with the highest 
traditions of the military 
service and reflect great 
credit upon himself, his 
unit, and the United 
States Army,” read the 
information regarding 
the presentation of the 
Bronze Star.

Fifty-two years after 
his brother was killed, 
Charlie stood on the 
battlefield, paying tribute 
to his brother, along 
with others killed in the 
battle, the next step in 
the journey to honor his 
brother and learn about 
the battle in which he 
was killed.

Charlie has spent 
several years researching 
the battle and learning 
about the death of his 
brother in the Vietnam 

War. Along the way he 
has spoken to many 
others who had served 
in the battle. It was in 
those connections that 
he met Michael Doolittle, 
a survivor of the battle, 
who would make the trip 
to Vietnam with him.

Speaking in a small 
ceremony at the 
battlefield, Charlie said, 
“To come here to Suoi 
Tre battlefield has been 
a quest of mine for many 
years. I am honored to be 
here today to pay tribute 
to my brother James 
Dale Brewer who died on 
this battlefield 52 years 
ago and is still sadly 
missed. I owe so much to 
so many in helping me to 
get here. I am privileged 
to share this day with 
Michael Doolittle, who 
witnessed the carnage 
and is a survivor of that 
historic battle. I am also 
here to pay tribute to 
those that perished on 
this battlefield on the 19, 
20, and 21st of 1967. You 
are not forgotten.

The loss of life on 
both sides should be a 
lesson to all that war 
is not the answer. It is 
only destruction and 

devastation. May the 
world learn to live in 
peace and harmony. We 
came here also with 
hope that returning 
here will be a sense of 
healing to help us deal 
with the mental scars of 
war. In closing, I want 
to say this, this is not 
closure. There will never 
be closure. This is just 
another step to help our 
healing.”

In addition to his trip 
to the battlefield, Charlie 
has spoken with many 

veterans of the Vietnam 
War who served in the 
units his brother was 
with. He has attended 
some of the reunion 
events and met with the 
fellow soldiers to hear 
their stories.

During his trip to 
the battlefield, there 
was a group which was 
attempting to locate 
possible mass graves of 
soldiers whose remains 
have never been located. 
While they did not locate 
any of the graves during 

that trip, some had 
previously been located 
and as new information 
arises additional searches 
could take place. It is 
believed there were 647 
enemy bodies buried 
on the battlefield. The 
goal is to locate those 
bodies to bury them in a 
cemetery where they can 
be honored.

Brewer plans to return 
to the battlefield next 
year.

Sarah Hawley is the managing 
editor of The Daily Sentinel.
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Paying tribute on the battlefield
By Sarah Hawley
shawley@aimmediamidwest.com

Photos courtesy of Charlie Brewer
The group which traveled to LZ Gold in March 2019 included (from left) Charlie Brewer, Huong Thu (translator), Mr. Phuc, Mai Huong 
Nguyen Thi (translator), Colonel Mai Xuan Chien of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam (retired Army), Michael Doolittle, Mr. Ha (war 
veteran of Suoi Tre) and Nguyen Xuan Thang (historian and architect).

A wreath was placed in the Pagoda Tree to remember those killed in the battle.

James Dale Brewer
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MEIGS COUNTY, 
Ohio — It is often said 
that when a person is in 
the military, the family 
at home serves as well. 
This includes children, a 
spouse, parents and more.

Currently on her 
second deployment 
in the past few years, 
Air Force Tech Sgt. E6 
Catie (Wolfe) Cox is the 
daughter of Carl and 
Della Wolfe and is the 
mother of two young 
girls — Carly and Calie. 
Cox’s husband Randie, 
a former Marine, now 
works on the Air Force 
base the family calls 
home in North Dakota. 
Catie is a 2009 graduate 
of Meigs High School and 
enlisted in the Air Force, 
completing basic training 
in 2011.

Earlier this fall, Catie, 
Randie and their children 
made the trip from North 
Dakota back to Meigs 
County, as they prepared 
for Catie’s deployment.

As they prepared for 
that deployment, Della 
said, Catie took the 
girls to shop for their 
Halloween costumes, 
as well as picking out 
gifts for Christmas (even 
opening a few with them) 
and decorating a tree 
(with red, white and 
blue stars). Carly and 
Calie will be spending 
Christmas with their 
grandparents.

Della said it helped 
Catie that she was able to 
prepare with them for the 
deployment.

This is the second time 
Cox has been deployed 
since becoming a mom, 
having been deployed 
for around three months 
when Carly, now nearly 4, 
was 18 months old. Now, 
with Calie 19 months 
old, Cox is deployed once 
again.

Catie left for 
deployment to the Middle 
East on Sept. 28 for what 
is supposed to be a six-
month deployment.

Carl and Della cared 
for Carly during the first 
deployment and have the 
girls currently during this 
deployment. The girls 
are expected to spend 
time with their other 
grandparents during a 
portion of the deployment 
as well.

It has been an 
adjustment, said Carl 
and Della of having their 
granddaughters live 

with them.
“You have to adjust 

to having babies again,” 
said Della. “You aren’t 
in grandparent mode, 
you have to be in parent 
mode.”

They have adjusted to 
a new routine, not only 
with the girls, but with 
their own retirements 
earlier this year.

“You alter everything, 
but we wouldn’t have 
it any other way,” said 
Della.

“We volunteered to do 
it (keeping the girls),” 
said Della. “You want to 
do whatever you can for 
your kids to make things 
easier.” Della said that 
they have explained to 
the girls that this is home 
for them while their mom 
is deployed.

She added that Carly 
will tell people that her 
mommy is “at work far 
away.”

Each of the girls has 
a doll which was made 
for them with a picture 
of their mom in her 
uniform. The dolls each 
say “Mommy loves you” 
and are something that 
the girls can hold on to 
while their mom is away.

“Catie did a great job to 
prepare them,” said Della. 
“They knew they were 
coming to our house for 
awhile while mommy is 
far away at work.”

Thanks to advances 
in technology Carly 
and Calie are able to 
communicate daily 
through Facetime or calls 
with both their mom 
and dad. They can also 
send pictures. The time 
difference to the Middle 
East, around eight 
hours, means that when 
they are able to talk in 
the mornings here, it is 
evening there.

They try to keep the 
girls busy with outside 
activities and spending 
time with family, 
including the Wolfes’ 
other grandchildren 
and several other family 
members. They have been 
to football games this 
fall, and will be going to 
basketball games soon.

As with any parents 
having a child deployed, 
there is the stress and 
worry. That is the case 
this time, but there is also 
the worry for Carly and 
Calie and helping them to 
adjust.

“When you leave the 
confines of this country 
there is a certain degree 
of anxiety and worry, you 
are at the mercy of the 
people there,” said Carl.

The question comes up 
from time to time as to 
how Catie can be away 
from the girls and deal 
with the things that come 
with being in the military.

Della explained that 
when she enlisted in the 
Air Force, Catie knew 
what the military was 
about and that it would 
be her job. “You sacrifice 
and give up things to 
be in the military,” said 
Della.

“We always wanted 
her to be independent 
and she knew what she 
was doing entering the 
military and having a 
family,” said the Wolfes 
of their daughter. They 
added that they are proud 
of her and her service to 
the country.

Catie should be able 
to retire around the time 

Carly starts high school. 
Additionally, since Catie 
is nearly done with her 
bachelor’s degree and has 
not used her GI bill, that 
will be able to be split 
between her girls.

“It takes a village and 
we are thankful to our 
family both near and far 
who are here to help,” 
concluded Della.

Sarah Hawley is the managing 
editor of The Daily Sentinel.
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Serving together as a family
By Sarah Hawley
shawley@aimmediamidwest.com

Catie (Wolfe) Cox is pictured with her daughters Carly and Calie before leaving for deployment earlier 
this fall.

Photos courtesy of Della Wolfe
Calie is pictured with a doll made for her to hold during the 
deployment.

Carly is pictured with a doll made for her to hold during the 
deployment.
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MASON, W.Va. — Most 
people support our U.S. troops 
and veterans, but how far 
would they be willing to go to 
show that support?

Three members of the 
Stewart-Johnson V.F.W. Post 
9926 Auxiliary – Kathy 
Edwards, Jeanette Radford, and 
Jamie Crum – are willing to go 
bald for their cause.

The women are engaged in a 
quest to raise $10,000, and at 
various set goals, have vowed 
to shave their heads. Money 
raised will be donated to the 
Potomac Highlands Wounded 
Warrior Outreach.

The outreach is based in 
West Virginia and provides 
outdoor sporting opportunities 
to wounded veterans to help 
their healing process. The 
group organizes and funds 
three-to-five-day recreational 
outings for combat injured 
veterans, including deer, bear 
and turkey hunting, wildlife 
photography, archery, fly 
fishing and more.

Edwards said they became 
interested in the outreach 
at last year’s auxiliary state 
convention. She said Richard 
Ogden, vice president of the 
outreach, spoke and read them 
a letter from a veteran who 
went on one of the hunting 
trips. The veteran wrote 
that he was ready to commit 
suicide, but the trip turned his 
life around.

According to the outreach 
website, lodging, food, gear 
and equipment, guides and 
instructions, licenses and 
permits are all provided. 
The goals are to increase 
self-reliance, bolster self-
confidence, promote healing 
and wellness, instill a sense 
of belonging, and instill an 
appreciation of the 

out-of-doors.
Crum said when her own 

son returned home from 
serving in Iraq, he went on 
a deer hunt provided by the 
outreach. She said a guide is 
with the veterans at all times, 
and the adventure provides an 
opportunity for the participants 
to join other veterans for 
companionship and a chance to 
talk together.

Edwards said statistics show 
that 22 veterans and active 
members of the military die 

each day from suicide. Shaving 
their heads in an effort to 
provide outreach trips to 
veterans is just a minor gesture 
on their part, she added.

“Compared to what they 
have done for us, it’s nothing,” 
Edwards said. “Hair will grow 
back.”

While goals have already 
been reached for both Radford 
and Edwards, additional money 
needs to be raised in order for 
the third, Crum, to undergo the 
razor. She will shave her head 

at the $7,500 mark, but the trio 
set their final goal at $10,000.

“We want the people in the 
state to know that Mason 
County cares about our 
veterans,” Crum said.

The women will be going 
to local businesses to solicit 
donations, and donations are 
also being accepted from the 
public. The three aren’t just 
sitting back and waiting for 
the money to come to them, 
however. Each Wednesday, 
the women cook and sell food 

at the V.F.W. post. They are 
also planning a chicken noodle 
dinner, open to the public.

Others are helping, as well. 
The Legion Riders of American 
Legion Post 140 of New Haven 
and Post 23 of Point Pleasant 
will be hosting a benefit ride in 
the future.

The actual shaving of their 
heads will take place at the 
2020 state convention in June. 
It will be held at Glade Springs.

All three women are active 
members of the Post 9926 
auxiliary. Crum serves as 
auxiliary president. Edwards is 
senior vice president and takes 
care of Veteran and Family 
Support, while Radford serves 
as trustee and historian.

The auxiliary is involved in 
both veteran and community 
projects. Members are active 
at the veterans home, making 
regular visits, serving dinners, 
and giving out holiday cards 
containing money. Present 
community projects are 
collecting supplies for the 
Mason County Homeless 
Shelter and providing blankets 
to a local dialysis center.

Those wishing to make a 
donation to the trio should 
make checks payable to V.F.W. 
Auxiliary Post 9926, with the 
memo Potomac Highlands 
Wounded Warrior Hair 
Cut. They can be mailed to 
Mason V.F.W. Post 9926, 415 
Adamsville Road, Mason, WV 
25260. For more information, 
contact Edwards at 304-593-
2077; Crum at 304-532-2760; 
or Radford at 740-591-0396.

(Veterans at risk for possible 
suicide are urged to contact the 
Veterans Crisis Line at 1-800-
273-8255 Press 1. Confidential 
crisis chat is available at 
VeteransCrisisLine.net or text 
838255.)

Mindy Kearns is a freelance writer for Ohio 
Valley Publishing.
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HONORING ALL WHO SERVED

Putting their heads together for ‘Wounded Warrior’
By Mindy Kearns
Special to OVP

Mindy Kearns | Courtesy photo
Three members of the Stewart-Johnson V.F.W. Post 9926 Auxiliary have vowed to shave their heads if their monetary goal 
is met to contribute to the Potomac Highlands Wounded Warrior Outreach. Pictured, from left, are Jamie Crum, Jeanette 
Radford, and Kathy Edwards.
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GALLIA COUNTY — 
Gallia County is unique from 
much of Ohio in that it once 
sat on the line of the Union 
and Confederacy during the 
American Civil War, much like 
its neighboring counties of 
Meigs and Lawrence.

It rests as home to two of 
the longest running traditions 
of their kind in memory of a 
conflict that put family against 
family and friend against 
friend. According to Vinton 
America Legion Post’s John 
Holcomb “Ohio provided the 
nation with 310,654 fighting 
men during the America 
Civil War, 1861-65. These 
men fought in nearly every 
battlefield of the war. In all, 
Ohio lost 24571 ‘brave boys in 
blue,’ in its effort to preserve 
the Union and free slaves 
over the course of the war. 
Approximately 11,237 of the 
men were killed or wounded 
in combat and another 13,334 
died from disease before their 
term of enlistment ended. One 
of Ohio’s lasting tributes and 
living memorials to the ‘boys 
in blue’ exists in the form of 
six historic bean dinners which 
take place across the Buckeye 
State each year. Governor 
Bob Taft, during the state’s 
bicentennial in 2003, officially 
recognized four of these 
events, the only four known 
to exist in 2003. The last of 
their kind, five of these bean 
dinners were once sponsored 
by former Union soldiers who 
belonged to the Grand Army 

of the Republic (GAR, a Union 
veterans organization similar 
to today’s American Legion 
or VFW). The sixth event 
was started and sponsored 
by soliders who served in the 
40th OVI Regiment during the 
war.”

The events were called 
“Campfires” by GAR members 
and serve as a legacy for the 
state’s tie to the American 
Civil War. Vinton’s bean dinner 
is considered the oldest in 
the country and Rio Grande’s 
dinner will be celebrating its 
150th bean dinner in August 
of next year. Music and 
other activities commonly 
accompany these events now.

The Vinton Bean Dinner is 
typically held the first Saturday 
of August and was formerly 
led by members of the Corwin/
Matthews Post no. 259 GAR. 
The Vinton dinner is now 

hosted by the Vinton American 
Legion Post 161. The Rio 
Grande Bean Dinner, formerly 
held by the I.Z. Haning Post 
no. 332 GAR is now sponsored 
by the Rio Gande Memorial 
Association. The Rio Grande 
dinner is typically held on the 
second Saturday of August.

Both dinners honor 
memories of veterans who 
sacrificed, those who live and 
those who are serving. The 
Vinton dinner is held in Vinton 
Community Park and the Rio 
Grande dinner has been held in 
the University of Rio Grande 
Bob Evans Shelterhouse.

According to Rio Grande 
Memorial Association member 
Robert Leith, the Rio Grande 
event “was started in 1870 
by the village residents to 
honor returning United States 
soldiers who had served in the 
Civil War (1861-1865). This 

Civil War tradition welcomed 
those who ‘may have had ties 
with the Confederacy’ and 
‘all men of color.’ Late 19th 
century fare consisted of 
strong and bitter black coffee, 
hardtack, and soup beans 
cooked over a wood-fed fire 
(similar to soldier foods eaten 
in the recent war). Today, the 
Civil War beans (are annually) 

supplemented by homemade 
cornbread, homemade 
pies, Bob Evans sausage 
sandwiches, iced water, coffee 
and soft drinks. Additional 
charges occur for foods and 
drinks beyond the basic.”

It’s not uncommon for 
the event to hold Civil War 
demonstrations or exhibitions 
as well.

(Editor’s note: This 
story originally appeared 
in a 2017 edition fo the 
Gallipolis Daily Tribune. 
It appears here to remind 
readers of the sacrifice of 
veterans who served in 

the Civil War.)
GALLIPOLIS, Ohio 

— The Congressional 
Medal of Honor is an 
award given out to 
members of the United 
States Armed Forces for 
exemplary actions and 
extraordinary valor.

One man who received 

this honor for actions 
he took during the Civil 
War, rests in Pine Street 
Cemetery.

According to Mary Lee 
Marchi, former director 
of the Gallia County 
Historical Society, 
Samuel O. McElhinny 
received his Medal of 

Honor for his actions 
during the Battle of 
Salyers Creek, April 
6, 1865. Along with 
McElhinny, 55 other 
soldiers also received 
this honor from the 
events of Sailor’s creek, 
which it is also known 
by.

This places 
McElhinny’s medal as 
one of the earliest to 
be awarded. According 
to Marchi, McElhinny 
earned the medal due to 
his bravery in capturing 
the enemy flag. After 
eight hours of intense 
battle, he is said to 
have walked across the 
battlefield with bullets 
flying by, grabbed the 
enemy’s flag, and stated 
that “This is over, we’ve 
captured your flag.” With 
a statement such as this 
and valor that set him 
apart from his fellow 
soldiers, he earned the 
Medal of Honor.

Little else is known 
of his life after the Civil 
War, save that he passed 
away of unknown causes 
in a veterans home in 

May of 1923. Having 
been a local citizen, 
born in Meigs County, 
enlisting in Point 
Pleasant, and living in 
Gallia County, it is fitting 
that his final resting 
place be in the Pine 
Street Cemetery.

The presentation of 
the Medal of Honor was 
originally signed into law 
and ratified by Abraham 
Lincoln in 1862 as a 
means of encouraging 
servicemen to perform 
beyond the standard 
call of duty. One version 
of the bill wrote it this 
way: “The President 
shall distribute medals 
to privates in the Army 
of the United States 
who shall distinguish 
themselves in battle.”
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ARE SERVING!

WE APPRECIATE 
YOUR SACRIFICE!

196 E. 2nd Street, Pomeroy, Ohio • 740-992-3381
502 Elm Street, Racine, Ohio • 740-949-3138

www.simmonsmusserwarner.comO
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Gallia County’s Civil War Past

Remembering the divided and reunited
Staff Report

Courtesy photo | Vinton American Legion Post 161

Courtesy photo | Rio Grande Memorial Association

McClaskey brothers, Robert (pictured) and Gary, have traditionally been the 
cookers of Vinton Bean Dinner beans.

Rio Grande annual bean dinner volunteers wash dishes and utensils used in the 
creation of their secret recipe bean concoction.

The story behind Civil War Medal of Honor recipient
By Morgan McKinniss
Special to OVP

File photo
Pictured is the headstone of Samuel McElhinny, a man who was awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor for actions taken during 
the Civil War.
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POINT PLEASANT, W.Va. 
— The City of Point Pleasant 
welcomed a new feature to the 
community this past June on West 
Virginia Day honoring mothers who 
have a lost child while honorably 
serving their country in the 
military.

Gold Star Mothers Monuments 
are memorials in honor of mothers 
who have lost a son or daughter 
while serving in the armed forces 
from the Revolutionary War to 
present day and the West Virginia 
Society of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution chose Point 
Pleasant as the site of one of 
these very special memorials. The 
monument was built to face the 
Mason County Courthouse and is 
visible from every direction coming 
into the city.

The Mason County Commission 
donated the land for the memorial, 
Frank Beckner built the structure, 
and Jamie Lester sculpted a large 
bronze memorial plaque depicting a 
Gold Star Mother holding the U.S. 
Flag close to her chest along with a 
written memorial.

The Gold Star Mothers is an 
organization originally formed 
in 1928 for the mothers who had 
lost a child while in service of the 

U.S. Armed Forces in World War 
I, but today has grown to now 
recognize all mothers from all U.S. 
wars. West Virginia soldiers have 
fought in every war beginning with 
the Revolutionary War, including 
present times, creating a large 
number of mothers in West Virginia 
to be honored. The Gold Star 
Monument project was inspired by 
West Virginia State Regent Malinda 
Davis as her “State Regents Project” 
during her administration from 
2016-19.

Following the dedication of the 
Gold Star Mothers Monument, the 
city of Point Pleasant was presented 
with an Honor and Remember 
Flag from representatives of the 
West Virginia Gold Star Mothers 
(WVGSM) organization to hang by 
the monument.

The Honor and Remember Flag 
was adopted as a West Virginia 
flag in 2011. The meaning of the 
design and details of the Honor and 
Remember Flag as follows:

The red field represents the blood 
spilled by brave men and women 
in America’s military throughout 
history, who gave their lives so 
that the nation would remain 
free. The white border beneath 
and surrounding the gold star 
recognizes the purity of sacrifice 
as there is no greater price an 
American can pay than to give 
his or her life in service to the 

country. The blue star represents 
active service in military conflict. 
Though this symbol originated 
with World War I, on this flag it 
signifies service in all wars from 
the American Revolution to present 
day. The gold star signifies the 
ultimate sacrifice of a warrior in 
active service who will not return 
home. Gold reflects the value of 
the life that was given. The folded 
flag signifies the final tribute to 
an individual life presented to the 
family for their significant loss. The 
flame is an eternal reminder of the 
spirit that has departed this life yet 
burns on in the memory of all who 
knew and loved the fallen hero.

An additional flag has recently 
been added to the monument, 
representing the national society of 
the West Virginia DAR.

Ed Cromley, president of the 
Point Pleasant Chapter of the SAR/
Memorial Committee member, 
shared these new flags as well 
as the flag poles were provided 
by the West Virginia DAR and 
were installed by the Gold Star 
Mothers Monument Committee 
members and the Mason County 
Commission.

“I have had many positive 
comments from community 
members since June,” said Cromley. 
“I hope it will bring attention to the 
grounds which contains three other 
memorial markers.”

Complete Line of Light and 
Heavy Duty Truck Parts

Repairs on All Makes of Trucks 
and Trailers Chrome Accessories

OH-70154031

Thank You Veterans  
For Your Service
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Salute to all 
Veterans

Dr. David K. Smith 
County Commissioner

Thank 
you for 
your 

Service
1615 Eastern Av.  

Gallipolis, OH  45631

(740) 446-3191
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Special thanks to our
employees for their service.

THANK YOU TO OUR 
VETERANS FOR PROTECTING 

OUR FREEDOMS

J.D. DRILLING COMPANY
Oil and Gas Wells Drilling Operation

James E. Diddle    President
Spencer R. Carpenter   Vice President

P.O. Box 369 Racine, Ohio

(740) 949-2512

Jim Diddle, Spencer Carpenter, 
Austin Newsome, Jay Pickens, Brad Swisher, 

Dave Taylor, Allen Simmons (RIP)

O
H

-7
01

55
86

2

Point Pleasant’s Gold Star Mothers Memorial
By Erin (Perkins) Johnson
Special to OVP

Courtesy photos
Pictured with the new flags recently added to the Gold Star 
Mothers Memorial are Colonel Charles Lewis Chapter DAR Flag 
Chairperson Diana Cromley seated along with President of the 
Point Pleasant Chapter of the SAR/Memorial Committee member 
Ed Cromley and President of the Mason County Commission Rick 
Handley.

The West Virginia Society Sons of the American Revolution Color Guard doing a salute prior to the decoration of the memorial with 
wreaths during the monument’s dedication.

A yellow rose was given to all of the Gold Star Mothers in 
attendance at the dedication ceremony held in June.
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When the clock rolls around to four,
You jump out of bed and run to the door.
You get to the galley still sleepy and tired,

You think of the rating you so much desired.
You work and slave and you cook and sweat,
And that stripe on your sleeve you never get.

But you say to yourself, “I can’t quit now,
Uncle Sam needs help so I’ll try somehow.”
So I’ll keep on plugging though I can’t understand,
How some of the boys, the ratings they land.
I’ve been in the service little over a year,
And I’m proud to work for a country so dear.
So I guess it’s no use for me to complain,
For a seaman I guess I must always remain.

Wayne Kincaid, Sr.
Petty Officer, 3rd Class
United States Navy
1943

OHIO VALLEY — 
Vietnam Veterans of 
America, Tri-State 
Chapter 949 announces 
its Chapter President 
Ron Wroblewski has 
been asked to speak at 
the United States Marine 
Corps 244th Birthday 
Ball in Point Pleasant, 
West Virginia.

During the American 
Revolution, the 
Continental Congress 
passes a resolution 
stating that “two 
Battalions of Marines 
be raised” for service 
as landing forces for 
the recently formed 
Continental Navy. The 
resolution, drafted by 
future U.S. President 
John Adams and adopted 
in Philadelphia, created 
the Continental Marines 
and is now observed 
as the birth date of the 
United States Marine 
Corps.

The day is mainly 
celebrated by personnel, 
veterans or other people 
related to the Marine 
Corps. Usually, it is 
marked with a Marine 
Corps Birthday Ball with 
a formal dinner, birthday 
cake and entertainment. 
These Birthday Balls take 
place all around the world 
on Nov. 10.

The Marine Corps 
League, Meigs-Gallia-
Mason Detachment 1180, 
will present its 244th 
Birthday Ball on Nov. 9 at 
the American Legion Post 
23 located at 100 Second 
Street, Point Pleasant. 
Doors open at 5:30 p.m. 
There is no charge for 
admission, however, a 
donation is expected.

Wroblewski is a 
Gallipolis, Ohio resident 
born in Charleston, West 

Virginia, who graduated 
from Gallia Academy 
High School and is a 
Vietnam Combat Veteran 
having served as a field 
radio operator with the 
United States Marine 
Corps from mid 1963 to 
late 1969 (Vietnam 1965-
1966).

His 100% service 
connected disability 
hasn’t diminished his love 
for America or his desire 
to continue to give back 
to his country.

His accomplishments 
are many; as evidenced 
by being named a 
Hometown Hero but, 
perhaps, his most 
significant and most 
recent is his successful 
project of having a 
U.S. Naval ship named 
in honor of Hershel 
“Woody” Williams, 
West Virginia’s only 
living Medal of Honor 
recipient. It took 18 years 
of dedication to get the 

Navy to name the ship.
Wroblewski is currently 

serving as the President 
of Tri-State Chapter 
949, Vietnam Veterans 
of America and the West 
Virginia Marine Corps 
Coordinating Council.

He is Past General 
Chairman of the 
Veterans Committee for 
Civic Improvement in 
Huntington, two-time 
Past Commander of VFW 
Post 1064, three-time 
Past Commandant of 
Huntington Detachment 
340, Marine Corps 
League and an organizer 
of many events in 
Huntington and 
Charleston.

He is very active in the 
veterans’ community of 
the Tri-State area.

Last year, Wroblewski 
was the keynote speaker 
at National POW and 
MIA Recognition Day 
presented by Gallia 
Vietnam Veterans of 

America Chapter 709 and 
Post 4464 of the Gallia 
Veterans of Foreign Wars.

“We are Americans 
and we should be very 
proud of that,” said 
Wroblewski at the event. 
“There was a report in 
Pakistan published in a 
newspaper of an offer of 
a reward for anyone who 
will kill an American, any 
American. So let’s just 
see what an American is 
so they know when they 
find one. An American 
is English, or French or 
Italian, Irish, German, 
Spanish, Russian or 
Greek. An American may 
be Canadian, Mexican, 
African, Indian, Chinese, 
Japanese, Australian, 
Iranian, Arab, Pakistani 
or Afghan. An American 
may also be Cherokee, 
Blackfoot, Navajo, 
Apache or one of the 
many other tribes known 
as Native Americans. An 
American is Christian, 

or he could be Jewish, 
Buddhist or Muslim. 
In fact, there are more 
Muslims in the US than 
there are in Afghanistan. 
The only difference is that 
in America they are free 
to worship the way they 
choose. An American is 
also free to believe in no 
religion. For that he must 
answer to God, not to 
the government or some 
armed thugs claiming to 
represent the government 
or God.”

Wroblewski said 
Americans were found in 
a prosperous land rooted 
in free enterprise and 
the Constitution that 
recognized the “God-
given right” of the pursuit 
of happiness. Americans 
are generous and had 
assisted many countries 
struggling throughout 

history, he said.
“You can try to kill 

an American if you 
must. Hitler did…and 
every other bloodthirsty 
tyrant in the history 
of the world,” said 
Wroblewski last year. 
“But doing so, you’d 
just be killing yourself. 
Americans are not a 
particular people from a 
particular place. They are 
the embodiment of the 
human spirit of freedom. 
Everyone who holds that 
spirit, everywhere, is 
an American. Be proud 
America. You have just 
cause to be proud.”

Please contact 
Commandant Jim Doss 
740-441-5638 or Patti 
Leib 740-591-8611 as 
soon as possible to RSVP 
to the USMC birthday 
ball.

Crown Excavating
& Stone Yard

5885 SR 218 
Gallipolis, OH 45631

740-256-6456
OH-70155866

  Telephone
740-992-4100
740-992-6624

Joshua D. Price
Lindsey A. B. Price

216 East Main Street
Suite 200   

Pomeroy, Ohio 45769

THE BROWN INSURANCE 
AGENCY

MAKING SERVICE OUR 
PRIORITY!!

Wendy J. Triplett, Managing Agent
514 E. Main Street  Pomeroy, Ohio 45769

740-992-2318
thebrownagency@yahoo.comO
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Saunders Insurance Agency
437 2nd Ave. • Gallipolis Ohio

740-446-0404

Thank You 

Veterans

Gallia grad to speak at USMC 244th Birthday Ball
Staff Report

Courtesy photos
Ron Wroblewski is a Gallipolis, Ohio resident born in Charleston, 
West Virginia, who graduated from Gallia Academy High School 
and is a Vietnam Combat Veteran having served as a field radio 
operator with the United States Marine Corps from mid 1963 to 
late 1969 (Vietnam 1965-1966).

Ron Wroblewski is currently serving as the President of Tri-State Chapter 949, Vietnam Veterans of 
America and the West Virginia Marine Corps Coordinating Council.

A US Navy cook-striker’s lament
Poem from the past

Courtesy Photo
The late Wayne Kincaid, Sr., pictured far left, while serving in the United States Navy working as a cook on large naval ships during World 
War II. Kincaid was a native of Point Pleasant.



SALUTE TO VETERANS Ohio Valley Publishing8    Friday, November 8, 2019

OHIO VALLEY 
— Parades honoring 
veterans take place in 
both Point Pleasant and 
Gallipolis in November.

Last Saturday, the 
annual AMVETS Post 
#2 Veterans Day Parade 
made its way down Main 
Street. Participants 
for the parade ranged 
from American Legion 
Post #23 members and 
their ladies auxiliary, 
American Legion 
Riders motorcycle club 
members, various Mason 
County pageant royalty, 
the Point Pleasant High 
School Black Knight 
Marching Band, the 
Gallipolis Shrine Club 
and more. The AMVETS 
post and its ladies 
auxiliary have been 
hosting the parade for 
over a decade. Following 
the parade, the members 
of Post 23 hosted their 
annual Veteran’s Day 
Dinner.

The Veterans Day 
Parade and Ceremony 
will be on Nov. 11 in 
Gallipolis, sponsored 
by the Gallia County 
Veterans Service 
Commission, and Deputy 
Director of the Ohio 
Department of Veterans 

Affairs Sean McCarthy 
is anticipated to serve as 
its keynote speaker.

Participation in the 
parade is encouraged 
and open to all veterans, 
veteran service groups 
and community 
organizations. The 
Veterans Day Parade and 
Ceremony is to honor 
military veterans and to 
demonstrate individual 
and community support 
for their service and 
sacrifice. The parade will 
begin at 10:30 a.m. and 
end at the Gallipolis City 
Park, with the ceremony 
beginning at 11 a.m. 
Contact the Gallia 
County Veterans Service 
Office at 740-446-2005 
no later than Nov. 8 to 
confirm participation in 
the parade.

According to a 
release provided by the 
Gallia Veterans Service 
Commission, McCarthy 
currently serves as 
assistant director of 
the Ohio Department 
of Veterans Services, 
a cabinet agency 
with more than 1,000 
employees engaged in 
healthcare, education, 
and employment. Prior 
to this appointment, he 
served as general counsel 
for that department.

Karl Kebler III, CPA
Financial & Tax Advisor

111 W 2nd St., PO Box 112
Pomeroy, OH 45769

www.KeblerFinancial.com
keblerk@hdvest.net

Phone: 740-992-7270
OH-70154504

OH-70154510

Ridenour’s Gas Service
PO Box 55 • Chester, Ohio

740-985-3307

• Residential • Commercial 
• Bulk & Bottled • Home • Farm

• Industry • Repair • Sales & Service
• Vented & Unvented Heaters

• Empire & Free Standing Fireplaces

• Residential • Commercial 
• Bulk & Bottled • Home • Farm

• Industry • Repair • Sales & Service
• Vented & Unvented Heaters

• Empire & Free Standing Fireplaces

Thank you to all Veterans! 
Your Service is Appreciated
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SOLDIER AND SAILOR 
everywhere, who bravely bears 

his country’s cause.

HONOR
TO THE 

Grant Donohew  Jacob Samples
Dawson Anderson

Kenny Smith   Mark Kiser

Goldiggerss ������������������Jewelry

Ripley, WV 1-304-373-1160

• Home cooked meals fresh daily
• Family Atmosphere

• Friendly, country setting
• Catering service available
• Famous Homemade pies

Open 7 days a week/6 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Turn at caution light on Co. Rd. 5

39239 Bradbury Rd. • Middleport, OH
740-992-7713

Millie’s 
Restaurant

OH-70156547

Local parades ‘in step’ with honoring veterans
Staff Report

Photos by Beth Sergent | OVP
Members of the Boy Scouts of America Troop #258 march in the 
annual AMVETS Post #2 Veterans Day Parade in Point Pleasant.

The Gallipolis Shrine Club decks out its truck in Old Glory in the 
annual AMVETS Post #2 Veterans Day Parade in Point Pleasant.

Members of the Gallipolis Shrine Club in the annual AMVETS Post 
#2 Veterans Day Parade in Point Pleasant.

Howard Mullen of Meigs County once again drives his vintage 
police cruiser in the annual AMVETS Post #2 Veterans Day Parade 
in Point Pleasant.

This Woodmen of the World float shows its patriotism in the 
annual AMVETS Post #2 Veterans Day Parade in Point Pleasant.

The 2019 Miss Tribute to the River Grace Queen in the annual 
AMVETS Post #2 Veterans Day Parade in Point Pleasant.

The Point Pleasant Youth Football League Twirlers in the annual 
AMVETS Post #2 Veterans Day Parade in Point Pleasant.

The 2019 Mason County Fair Queen Marlee Bruner alongside Little 
Mister Mason County Bryson Sweeney and Little Miss Mason 
County Wrylie Conrad in the annual AMVETS Post #2 Veterans Day 
Parade in Point Pleasant.

Members of the Point Pleasant High School Black Knight Marching 
Band in the annual AMVETS Post #2 Veterans Day Parade in Point 
Pleasant.

Marcia Finley of the American Legion Post 23 ladies auxiliary 
passes out American Flags in the annual AMVETS Post #2 
Veterans Day Parade in Point Pleasant.

American Legion Riders motorcycle club members in the annual 
AMVETS Post #2 Veterans Day Parade in Point Pleasant.

Carrying the colors for the annual AMVETS Post #2 Veterans Day 
Parade in Point Pleasant.
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MILLWOOD, W.Va. 
— Have you ever driven 
across a bridge dedicated 
to someone’s memory 
and wondered who they 
were? How did they leave 
this world? Who did they 
leave behind?

Earlier this year, 
one such bridge was 
dedicated in the 
Millwood, W.Va. area 
along W.Va. 2. Though it 
was in Jackson County, 
W.Va., it was dedicated 
to a young man with 
family in Mason County, 
W.Va., in fact, the Roush 
family has one of the 
most well-established, 
deep-rooted family trees 
in the area. Some of 
those family members 
and friends attended the 
bridge dedication, as did 
Delegate Scott Cadle 
who originally worked on 
the legislation to move 
the dedication forward 
in honor of Army Sgt. 
Arthur George Roush 
who was just 22 when he 
died in Korea in 1954.

Tragically, Roush’s 
obituary read “The 
young Jackson County 
soldier was shot when 
a buddy was cleaning 
a gun on Aug. 14 and 
it accidentally went off 
and sent a slug into 
Roush’s chest.” He was 
scheduled to leave Korea 
just 20 days after the fatal 
shooting.

Beyond an awful twist 
of fate, the rest of Roush’s 
story was told in the 
resolution drafted by the 
West Virginia Legislature 
to name a bridge in his 
honor:

Whereas, Sergeant 
Arthur George Roush 
was born in Millwood, 
West Virginia, on June 

13, 1932, and was the 
eighth of eleven children 
born to Calvin Elmer 
Roush, Jr., and Goldie 
Flesher Roush; and

Whereas, Sergeant 
Roush was a good student 
in school and took part 
in church and school 
activities and, along with 
his brothers Donald and 
Pete, was active in 4-H; 
and

Whereas, Sergeant 
Roush was adept at 
woodworking projects, 
making an end table for 
his mother as well as 
several bird houses and 
little dancing men; and

Whereas, Sergeant 
Roush went to work on 
a river boat early in life 
where he made good 
money and later bought a 
new big green Oldsmobile 
that he was so very proud 
of; and

Whereas, Sergeant 
Roush met the girl of 
his dreams, Becky Jo 
Barnett, and was looking 
forward to spending the 
rest of his life with her; 
and

Whereas, Sergeant 
Roush was very fond 
of children and spent a 
great deal of time with 
his nieces and nephews 
but his life was cut short 
when he died in Korea 
on August 14, 1954, and 
he never got a chance to 
be a father to his own 
son, Rodney, who was 
eight months old when 
Sergeant Roush died; and

Whereas, While 
Sergeant Roush’s family 
was devastated by him 
dying so far away from 
home, his wife Becky Jo 
Roush raised their son to 
be a wonderful man who 

visits her every day in 
Broadmore Senior Living 
in Hurricane; and

Whereas, It is fitting 
and proper, to honor the 
life of Sergeant Arthur 
George Roush for his 
dedicated service to his 
community, state and 
country and gave the 

ultimate sacrifice by 
naming this bridge in his 
memory; therefore, be it

Resolved by the 
Legislature of West 
Virginia:

That the Legislature 
hereby requests the 
Division of Highways 
to name bridge number 

18-2-2.72 (18A004), 
(38.88137, -81.86401), 
locally known as 
Millwood Bridge, 
carrying West Virginia 
Route 2 over Little Mill 
Creek in Jackson County, 
as the “U. S. Army SGT 
Arthur George Roush 
Memorial Bridge….”
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The story behind the dedication
Staff Report

Alice Click | Courtesy photos
The bridged dedicated earlier this year to Army Sgt. Arthur George Roush.

Army Sgt. Arthur George Roush.
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Honoring All 
Who Served
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Join us this Veterans Day as we 
honor the men and women of 
the U.S. Military. � eir courage, 
hard work and sacri� ce are 
the backbone of our nation, 
protecting freedom, liberty, 
justice and all we hold dear. 
� ank you, veterans.

www.fbsc.com
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Stop Hunger @ Home
Home National Bank and Meigs Cooperative Parish

want to help Stop Hunger @ Home
You can help by donating a non-perishable food item or making a monetary donation

Together we can Stop Hunger @ Home
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Thank you veterans!

Land of the 
free and home 
of the brave 
because of you.

60689526

OH-70068394

Syracuse Branch
2405 Third Street
Syracuse, Ohio 45779
740-992-6333

Racine Branch
502 Elm St. PO Box 457
Racine, Ohio 45771
740-949-2210

Middleport Branch
97 North Second Avenue
Middleport, Ohio 45760
740-691-5131

homenatlbank.com
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