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By Bryan Walters
bwalters@aimmediamidwest.com

CENTENARY, Ohio — The 
pieces are there. All that’s left is 
to put the puzzle together.

The Gallia Academy baseball 
team has gone two seasons with-
out a sectional championship 
despite winning a pair of Ohio 
Valley Conference champion-
ships over that same span.

Following a 15-9 campaign 
that saw five players graduate, 
the Blue Devils have high expec-
tations on returning to the top 
— not only at the league level, 
but also in postseason play.

The Blue and White — who 
tied with Coal Grove (10-4) 
last year for a share of the OVC 
crown — have an abundance 
of experience and depth on the 
roster as 11 of the 19 varsity 
players are returning from a year 
ago.

And, with an extra year of 
experience under their collec-
tive belts, the 2018 campaign 
has all the makings of a possible 
breakthrough season.

Or at least, GAHS coach Rich 
Corvin — who enters his 15th 
season — believes so.

“We’ve got four seniors and a 
lot of guys with experience com-
ing back, plus we have our top 
pitcher and some other starters 
returning. The OVC will be pri-
ority number one and we believe 
this group is special enough to 
make a run at getting to dis-
tricts,” Corvin said. “There are 
some good teams in the league 
and the district is loaded with 
talented ball clubs, so it won’t be 
easy — but that’s what we have 
our sights set on this year and 
that’s where we want to get.”

The Blue Devils bring back 
seniors Kaden Thomas, Adam 
Sickels, John Stout, Matt 
Moreaux and Dylan Smith, 
juniors Cole Davis, Braden 
Simms, Morgan Stanley, Wyatt 
Sipple, Josh Faro and Garrett 
McGuire.

Faro will once again serve as 
the ace of a program that also 
returns quality arms in the likes 
of Davis, Simms, Thomas and 
Smith.

Davis, Stanley, Faro and 
Smith bring experience back to 
the infield spots, while Stout, 
Sipple, Sickels and Moreaux do 
the same for the outfield spots. 
Simms, Thomas and McGuire 
are capable of playing in both 
the outfield and infield.

The eight newcomers to 
the varsity roster also bring a 
variety of talent and options 
to the program — things that 
Corvin will be looking to grow 
and develop as the season pro-
gresses.

Joining the varsity program 
for the first time are juniors 
Brendan Carter, Bo Saxon and 
Justin Day, sophomores Tren-
ton Meadows, Cade Roberts, 
Andrew Toler and Justin Wil-
coxon, and freshman Dakota 
Young.

In adding extra dimensions 
to basically every position on 
the diamond, Corvin is looking 
for the upperclassmen to help 
get the first-timers through the 
rigors of a varsity season.

If that transition goes smooth-
ly, the Blue Devils might just 
be on the verge of something 
special.

But, as Corvin noted, Gallia 
Academy needs to stay on top 

of its strengths and continue to 
improve its weaknesses while 
the season progresses.

“Honestly, our pitching will 
be one of our biggest strengths. 
Having some experienced arms 
and some depth at the position 
will be a big boost to our cause. 
Our offense was a weak spot last 

year, so hopefully that improves 
this year — and early on it has 
looked better,” Corvin said. 

Blue Devils looking for more in 2018

Bryan Walters|OVP Sports
Pictured are members of the 2018 Gallia Academy varsity baseball team. Kneeling in front, from left, are Josh 
Faro, Kaden Thomas, Adam Sickels, Andrew Toler, John Stout and Wyatt Sipple. Standing in middle are assistant 
Jason Wright, Brendan Carter, Garrett McGuire, Matthew Moreaux, Cole Davis, Bo Saxon, Morgan Stanley and GAHS 
coach Rich Corvin. Standing in back are assistant Corey Luce, Braden Simms, Dylan Smith, Dakota Young, Trenton 
Meadows, Cade Roberts and assistant Justin Bailey.

MArch
24 vs Maysville (at VA) .......... 3 p.m.
26 at Point Pleasant .............. 5p.m.
27 at Athens .......................... 5 p.m.
30 vs Ironton ......................... 5 p.m.
APrIL ........................................
2 at Ironton .......................... 5 p.m.
3 vs Jackson ........................ 5 p.m.
4 vs South Point .................. 5 p.m.
6 at South Point .................. 5 p.m.
7 vs Piketon ......................... 11 a.m.
9 vs rock hill ....................... 5 p.m.
10 vs Point Pleasant ............. 5 p.m.
11 at rock hill ....................... 6 p.m.
13 vs Portsmouth.................. 5 p.m.
14 vs river Valley ................... noon
16 at Portsmouth .................. 6 p.m.
17 vs Athens .......................... 5 p.m
18 at chesapeake ................. 5 p.m.
20 vs chesapeake ................. 5 p.m.
21 vs Wellston........................ 11 a.m.
23 at coal Grove .................... 5 p.m.
24 at Meigs ............................ 5 p.m.
25 vs coal Grove .................... 5 p.m.
27 at Fairland ......................... 5 p.m.
30 vs Fairland ........................ 5 p.m.
MAy
1 at Jackson ........................ 5 p.m.
2 at Vinton county .............. 5 p.m.
3  vs Meigs ............................ 5 p.m.

2018 GAHS bASebAll 
ScHedule

2018 GAHS bASebAll 
roSter

No. Name Grade
1 cole Davis* .....................Jr
3 Braden Simms* .............Jr
4 Morgan Stanley* ............Jr
5 Kaden Thomas* .............Sr
7 John Stout* ....................Sr
8 Brendan carter ..............Jr
9 Wyatt Sipple* .................Jr
10 Trenton Meadows ..........So
11 Josh Faro* ......................Jr
12 Adam Sickles* ...............Sr
16 Dakota young .................Fr
17 cade roberts .................So
21 Matt Moreaux* ...............Sr
22 Bo Saxon ........................Jr
23 Andrew Toler ..................So
24 Justin Wilcoxon ..............So
27 Garrett McGuire* ...........Jr
28 Dylan Smith* ..................Sr
30 reece Thomas ...............So
32 Justin Day .......................Jr
head coach:
rich corvin (15th season)
* — Indicates varsity returnee.

See DEVIlS | 41
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By Bryan Walters
bwalters@aimmediamidwest.com

POINT PlEASANT, W.Va. — 
Ready to stand tall after endur-
ing some growing pains.

last season was anything but 
normal for the Point Pleasant 
baseball program after strug-
gling through a 7-23 campaign 
that led to fewer highs than 
lows.

The Big Blacks, however, are 
ready to reap the rewards of 
a rebuilding season after los-
ing only one senior — all-state 
selection Abe Stearns — to 
graduation as the Red and Black 
return 10 players to a roster that 
goes 23 strong.

The good thing about last 
year is that it is over … and this 
year’s group is a little older and 
wiser to the rigors of the varsity 
level. And after a solid offseason 
of preparation, fifth-year PPHS 
coach Andrew Blain is optimis-
tic that the 2018 campaign will 
be a little more traditional in 
regards to results.

“We’re excited to see what 
these guys can do. These guys 
have put in a lot of work in the 
offseason and we have a large 
core group that has dedicated 
themselves to this season. You 
can physically tell a difference 
about these guys from where 
they were a year ago,” Blain 
said. “As a coaching staff, we’re 
excited about how hard these 
guys have worked to get ready 
for this season — and we’re 
excited to see what we can do 
with them.”

The Big Blacks will still be 
relatively young this spring as 
there are only three seniors on 
the squad, while nearly half of 
the roster is made up of fresh-
men.

Point Pleasant, however, will 
have the luxury of 10 veteran 
presences to aid in the newcom-
ers’ adjustment to the varsity 
level, which should prove to be a 
valuable asset both early on and 
along the way.

Returning to the varsity squad 
are seniors Tucker Mayes and 
Alec Smith, juniors Brody Jef-
fers, Miles Williams, Austin 

Richardson, Sam Pinkerton, 
levi Mitchell, Carter Smith and 
Colton Fridley, and sophomore 
Joe Herdman.

The newcomers to the varsity 
team include senior Ian Fielder 
and sophomore Ian Tarbett, as 
well as freshmen Riley Oliver, 
Kyelar Morrow, Joel Beattie, 
Tanner Mitchell, Hunter Bush, 
Zane Wamsley, lane Rollins, 
luke Pinkerton, Isaac Craddock, 
Wyatt Wilson and Dane Bush.

Jeffers, Fielder, Williams, 
Pinkerton, Beattie, Smith, Bush 
and both Mitchells bring plenty 
of options to the pitching staff, 
while Williams, Richardson, 
Beattie and Tanner Mitchell are 
all possibilities behind the plate.

Jeffers, Fielder, Morrow, 
Pinkerton, Beattie, Mayes, Bush, 
Fridley, Carter Smith and Tan-
ner Mitchell provide depth to 
the infield spots, with Williams, 
Oliver, Richardson, Pinkerton, 
Mayes, Herdman, Alec Smith, 
Carter Smith and levi Mitchell 
doing the same for the outfield 
positions.

This team has depth and 
flexibility, but that alone won’t 
guarantee anything in regards to 
wins and losses.

In fact, Blain believes that as 

talented as this group currently 
is — it’s going to take hard 
work and contributions from 
everyone for this spring to be a 
successful one.

Big Blacks aiming for success in 2018

Bryan Walters|OVP Sports
Pictured are members of the 2018 Point Pleasant varsity baseball team. Sitting in front, from left, are Colton Fridley, 
Carter Smith, Alec Smith, Tucker Mayes, Ian Fielder and Austin Richardson. Kneeling in middle are Ian Tarbett, Joe 
Herdman, Sam Pinkerton, Brody Jeffers, Levi Mitchell, Miles Williams and Riley Oliver. Standing in back are PPHS 
head coach Andrew Blain, assistant D.J. Casto, Isaac Craddock, Lane Rollins, Zane Wamsley, Joel Beattie, Kyelar 
Morrow, Wyatt Wilson, Hunter Bush, Luke Pinkerton, assistant Dante Biscard and assistant Brock McClung.

MArch
15 vs ritchie county .............6 p.m.
19 vs chapmanville ...............5:30
21 vs ripley ...........................7 p.m.
22 at clay county ..................TBA
26 vs Gallia Academy ............7 p.m.
27 at Buffalo ..........................6 p.m.
29 vs Spring Valley ................7 p.m.
30 at Logan (Dh) ...................6:30
APrIL ........................................
2 at Winfield.........................5:30
3 vs Lincoln county ............6 p.m.
4 vs ravenswood ................6 p.m.
6 at chapmanville Tourn .....TBA
7 at chapmanville Tourn .....TBA
10 at Gallia Academy ............5 p.m.
11 at Wayne ...........................7 p.m.
12 at Wahama .......................7 p.m.
13 vs Parkersburg catholic ..6 p.m.
17 vs Meigs ............................7 p.m.
18 vs Poca .............................6 p.m.
19 at hurricane .....................6 p.m.
24 at Spring Valley ................7 p.m.
25 vs Wayne ...........................7 p.m.
26 at ripley ............................7 p.m.
l 27 at Lincoln county .............5 p.m.
28 vs Winfield ........................noon
30 vs Buffalo ..........................6 p.m.
MAy
2 at Nitro ..............................7 p.m.
3 at roane county ..............7 p.m.
4 vs Wahama .......................7 p.m.

2018 PPHS bASebAll 
ScHedule

2018 PPHS bASebAll 
roSter

No. Name Grade
2 Brody Jeffers* ................Jr
3 Ian Fielder .......................Sr
5 Miles Williams* ..............Jr
6 riley Oliver .....................Fr
8 Austin richardson* .......Jr
9 Kyelar Morrow ................Fr
10 Sam Pinkerton* .............Jr
11 Levi Mitchell* .................Jr
12 Joel Beattie ....................Fr
15 Tucker Mayes* ...............Sr
16 carter Smith* ................Jr
17 Joe herdman*................So
28 Tanner Mitchell ..............Fr
30 Alec Smith* ....................Sr
32 hunter Bush ...................Fr
33 colton Fridley* ...............Jr
 Ian Tarbett ......................So
 Zane Wamsley ................Fr
 Lane rollins ....................Fr
 Luke Pinkerton ...............Fr
 Isaac craddock ..............Fr
 Wyatt Wilson ..................Fr
 Dane Bush ......................Fr
head coach:
Andrew Blain (5th season)
* — Indicates varsity returnee.

See PPHS | 41
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By Alex Hawley
ahawley@aimmediamidwest.com

RACINE, Ohio — After ending 
a three-year sectional title drought 
last season, the Tornadoes are 
ready for another tournament run 
2018.

The 2018 Southern baseball 
team features 19 players, 14 of 
which are returning from last 
season’s 14-6 Tri-Valley Confer-
ence Hocking Division runner-
up squad.

For the third straight season, 
the Tornadoes will be led by 
head coach Kyle Wickline, who 
has a 25-18 record, including 
22-10 in the league, with the 
Purple and Gold.

“last year the kids set a goal to 
win double-digits in the league,” 
Wickline said. “In our league 
that’s very difficult. There’s a lot 
of good teams in our league. I 
think what helped us get those 12 
wins last year was that we didn’t 

have any hiccups against someone 
who we felt we were better than. 
I think a big key will be keeping 
them focused every night and try-
ing to get better.”

The SHS will have four play-
ers to replace off of last years 

squad in Blake Johnson, Trey 
Pickens, Clayton Wood and 
Haden Miller. Pickens was a 
two-time all-league performer 
and first team all-district as a 

Tornadoes eyeing more success in 2018

Alex hawley|OVP Sports
Pictured above are members of the 2018 Southern baseball team. Sitting 
in the front row, from left, are Dylan Smith, Logan Dunn, Garrett Wolfe and 
Dakota Kowell. Kneeling in the second row are Ryan Laudermilt, Lance 
Stewart, Josh Tanksley, Kyeger Roush, Jacob Milliron and Cole Steele. 
Standing in the back row are John Ginther, Joey Weaver, Ryan Acree, Coltin 
Parker, Billy Harmon, Jensen Anderson, Gage Shuler and Auston Colburn.

2018 SHS roSter

No. Name ..............................Grade
1 ryan Acree* ...................Jr
2 Dakota Kowell* ..............Sr
3 Auston colburn* ............Jr
4 Logan Drummer* ...........Jr
5 Jacob Milliron .................Fr
7 Joey Weaver* .................Jr
8 Jensen Anderson* .........Jr
9 Kyeger roush .................Fr
10 Garrett Wolfe* ................Sr
11 Dylan Smith* ..................Sr
12 Logan Dunn* ..................Sr
13 ryan Laudermilt ............Fr
14 Josh Tanksley .................Fr
16 cole Steele* ...................So
21 Lance Stewart ................Fr
22 coltin Parker* ................So
31 Gage Shuler* ..................So
33 Billy harmon* ................Jr
34 John Ginther* ................So
head coach:
Kyle Wickline (3rd season)
* — Indicates varsity returnee.

See TORNADOES | 36
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By Alex Hawley
ahawley@aimmediamidwest.com

TUPPERS PlAINS, Ohio — 
A dozen returnees and a wealth 
of potential.

The 2018 Eastern baseball 
team features 24 players, includ-
ing 12 returnees from last 
season’s 15-8, district runner-up 
team.

Back as head coach of the 
Eagles for an 18th season is 
Brian Bowen, who shared the 
2017 Tri-Valley Conference 
Hocking Division Coach of the 
Year award last spring. The 
Eagles have a record of 250-154 
in Bowen’s tenure.

“I’m excited to have some 
depth,” Bowen said. “It’s been a 
while since we’ve had as much 
depth as we’ve have, and the kids 
all know that just because they 
started last year doesn’t mean 
they’re going to play this year. 
It’ll give us a lot of competition, 
we’ll make each other better 
through our practices and our 
games.”

Returning to the Eagles with 
three years of varsity experience 
apiece are EHS seniors Austin 
Coleman, Josh Brewer, Kaleb 
Hill, Isaac Nottingham, Owen 
Arix and Kaleb Honaker. Enter-
ing their third seasons are senior 
Ethen Richmond, and junior Nate 
Durst.

Back for a second varsity cam-
paign are junior Ryan Harbour, 
and sophomores Colton Reyn-
olds, Brandon Hart and Wyatt 
Watson.

Coleman has been named all-
league three times, Richmond is 
a two-time all-league performer, 
while Brewer and Hill were all-
league last season. Coleman was 
the district Player of the Year 
and the TVC Hocking Defensive 
MVP last season.

Newcomers for the Eagles are 
seniors Tyson Casto, Brandon 
Colburn and Matthew Werry, 
junior Isaiah Fish, and freshmen 
Jake Barber, Matthew Blanchard, 
Brad Hawk, John Hobbs, Owen 
Johnson, Will Oldaker, Connor 
Ridenour and Preston Thorla.

“Our goal every year is to 
come as close to reaching our 

potential as we can possibly 
come,” Bowen said. “Some of 
the best teams we’ve had, as 
far as looking at how successful 
they were, didn’t necessarily go 
as far in the tournament. Suc-
cess to me is coming as close 
to reaching your potential as 
you can. We’ll get these kids out 
here and play a little bit to see 
what their potential is, and how 
close we come to that will deter-
mine how successful we were.”

The Eagles only have one 
senior to replace from last sea-
son in John little, an all-league 
shortstop and a second team all-
district selection.

In the TVC Hocking last 
spring, Eastern posted a 12-4 
record and finished tied with 
Southern for second place in the 
nine-team league.

“I think the TVC Hocking is 
one of the best leagues around, 
it always has been,” Bowen said. 
“There’s going to be some great 
games, that’s why you coach and 
that’s why you play. We hope to 
be able to compete with some of 
the best teams, there are some 
great coaches in the league that 
are going to have their teams 
ready to play.”

last season, the Eagles got 

a third shot at unbeaten league 
champion Waterford, but the 
Wildcats eliminated the Eagles 
by a 9-3 count in the district 
final.

Eastern has won sectional 
titles in 12 of the last 13 seasons 

and will be looking to make it 
back to the district level at VA 

Experienced Eagles eager for 2018 season

Alex hawley|OVP Sports
Pictured above are members of the 2018 Eastern varsity baseball team. Knelling in the front row, from left, are 
manager Primo Averion, Nate Durst, Ryan Harbour, Colton Reynolds and Isaiah Fish. Standing in the second row 
are Austin Coleman, Matthew Werry, Owen Arix, Josh Brewer and Isaac Nottingham. Standing in the back row are 
Brandon Hart, Ethen Richmond, Kaleb Hill, Tyson Casto, Kaleb Honaker and Brandon Colburn.

MArch
24 vs. Fairfield christian 
 (Dh) .................................. 11 a.m.
26 at Belpre ........................... 5 p.m.
27 vs. Miller............................ 5 p.m.
29 at Waterford ..................... 5 p.m.
31 vs. Wirt county (Dh) noon
APrIL
2 vs. Federal hocking .......... 5 p.m.
3 at Trimble.......................... 5 p.m.
5 vs. Southern ..................... 5 p.m.
6 vs. Toronto at VA 
 Memorial Stadium ........... 7:30
10 vs. Wahama ...................... 5 p.m.
11 at South Gallia .................. 5 p.m.
13 vs. Belpre .......................... 5 p.m.
16 at Miller ............................. 5 p.m.
17 vs. Waterford .................... 5 p.m.
19 at Federal hocking ........... 5 p.m.
20 vs. Trimble ........................ 5 p.m.
23 at Southern ...................... 5 p.m.
25 at Wahama ....................... 5 p.m.
26 at Wellston ........................ 5 p.m.
27 vs. Whiteoak at VA
 Memorial Stadium ........... 5 p.m.
30 vs. South Gallia ................. 5 p.m.
MAy
1 at Parkersburg 
 South ................................ 5 p.m.
2 at Logan ............................ 5 p.m.
4 at Parkersburg ................. 5 p.m.
5 vs. Warren ......................... 11 a.m.

2018 eHS ScHedule2018 eHS roSter

Player Grade
Owen Arix* ...............................Sr
Josh Brewer* ...........................Sr
Tyson casto .............................Sr
Brandon colburn .....................Sr
Austin coleman* .....................Sr
Kaleb hill* ................................Sr
Kaleb honaker* .......................Sr
Isaac Nottingham* ..................Sr
Ethen richmond* ....................Sr
Matthew Werry ........................Sr
Nate Durst* .............................Jr
Isaiah Fish ................................Jr
ryan harbour* ........................Jr
Brandon hart* .........................So
colton reynolds* ....................So
Wyatt Watson* ........................So
Jake Barber .............................Fr
Matthew Blanchard .................Fr
Brad hawk ...............................Fr
John hobbs .............................Fr
Owen Johnson .........................Fr
Will Oldaker ..............................Fr
connor ridenour .....................Fr
Preston Thorla .........................Fr
head coach:
Brian Bowen (18th season)
* — Indicates varsity returnee.

See EAGlES | 44
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By Scott Jones
sjones@aimmediamidwest.com

ASHTON, W.Va. — New faces 
around the diamond and leader-
ship in the dugout provide a 
glimpse into the future for the 
Wildcats.

The Hannan baseball team 
finished 4-11 last season com-
pleting back-to-back seasons 
with just four victories. How-
ever, the Blue and White return 
six players to their 11-man ros-
ter under the tutelage of head 
coach Wayne Richardson, in his 
first year at the helm.

HHS — which has only three 
seniors on its current roster — 
will utilize a mixture of both 
youth and experience on the 
field this season.

Richardson, who takes over 
for three-year skipper Tad Great-
house, notes that pitching and 
defense are keys to success for 
the Cats — who will need all 

hands on deck due to limited 
depth on the roster.

“Our biggest problem as we 
stretch out into the season is 
pitching,” Richardson said. “We 
lost four players to graduation 
and have six returnees from last 
year’s team, but they are young. 
We have three seniors, but we 

also have some freshmen com-
ing in from middle school last 
season that haven’t played that 
much baseball. So for us, it’s just 
getting acclimated to playing 
the game.

“These kids don’t play a lot 
in the lower levels. So when 
they reach the high school level 
it’s more about learning and 

Richardson takes over reins at Hannan

Scott Jones|OVP Sports
Pictured above are members of the 2018 Hannan baseball team. Kneeling 
in the front row, from left, are Dalton Coleman. Standing, in the second 
row are Devin Pressley, Chase Poore, Austin Chaffin, Sawyer Casto and 
Kevin Morehart. Standing in the back row are Tyler Cochran, Dylan Starkley, 
Matthew Qualls, Charles Wallace and Charles Gill.

See RICHARDSON | 47

2018 HHS bASebAll 
roSter

Player Grade
Sawyer casto*.........................Sr
charles Wallace .......................Sr
Tyler cochran ..........................Sr
Dalton coleman* .....................Jr
Kevin Morehart* ......................Jr
charles Gill*.............................Jr
Matthew Qualls* .....................Jr
Austin chaffin* ........................So
chase Poore ............................Fr
Devin Pressley .........................Fr
Dylan Starkley .........................Fr
head coach:
Wayne richardson  
(1st season)
* — Indicates varsity returnee.
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By Alex Hawley
ahawley@aimmediamidwest.com

ROCKSPRINGS, Ohio — 
Aiming to reclaim a couple of 
crowns.

After falling short in its quest 
for a third straight sectional title 
and a third straight Tri-Valley 
Conference Ohio Division cham-
pionship last spring, the Meigs 
baseball team is lining up get 
back in the top spot in 2018.

Back for an eighth year as 
head coach of the Marauders is 
Brent Bissell, who has led the 
Maroon and Gold 120-56 record, 
to go along with three league 
titles. Meigs has been in the 
top-3 of the league in each of the 
last seven seasons.

“We should be able to com-
pete with our schedule again 
this year,” said Bissell. “Hopeful-
ly it prepares us for our league 
and tournament time. From 
top-to-bottom I think the league 
is going to be wide open. Of 
course Athens is always going 
to be right there, and Wellston’s 
got a nice ball club. Nelsonville-
York has its ace pitcher back this 
year, so as far as league-wise it’ll 
be a toss up.

“Hopefully we can compete 
and be at the top at the end of 
the year. Our goals are the same 
as every year, a league title and 
then a sectional title. Anything 
after that is high praise for our 
program.”

In addition to 12 TVC Ohio 
contests, the Maroon and Gold 
with battle with Fort loramie, 
Piketon, Jackson, Warren, Park-
ersburg South, Southern, Mari-
etta, Philo, Point Pleasant, and 
Gallia Academy in non-league 
showdowns.

The Marauder roster features 
29 players, 13 of which return 
from last season.

MHS senior Zach Helton 
brings the majority of the expe-
rience to the Marauders, with 
three previous years of varsity 
baseball.

Seniors Brentten Young, 
Drake Hall, Zayne Wolfe, juniors 
Wesley Smith and Tyler John-
son, and sophomores Briar 

Wolfe, Cory Cox, Michael Kes-
terson, Cole Arnott, Matt Gilkey 
and Ethan Watson are each 
back for a second season in the 
Maroon and Gold.

Helton and Smith were both 
named to the all-league team 
last season.

“We had quite a few under-
classmen get a lot of playing 
time,” said Bissell. “We expect 
a lot out of them this year, and 
with the freshmen group coming 
in, it gives us an opportunity. 
We have a lot of great athletes 
and we’re going to try to put 
them in the right place.”

New faces for the Marauders 
include juniors Donavin Chap-
man, Dylan Davidson, Nick lilly 
and Dalton Mayes, sophomore 
Cameron Burnem and freshmen 
Griffin Buck, Jacob Buckley, 
Tyson Clark, Wyatt Hoover, 
Bailey Jones, Alex Pierce, Joey 
Porter, Zach Searles, Tyler Tillis 
and Hunter Wood.

“I’d say the strength of this 

team is going to be defense,” 
Bissell said. “Offensively, we’ll 
probably have to play a little 
small ball and generate some 
runs. The key for us to be suc-
cessful is our pitching. We have 
a lot of depth, but we’re not the 
most experienced team.”

From last season’s 15-10 

squad, the Marauders will have 
to replace seven seniors includ-
ing 2018 all-league performers 
luke Musser and Tyler Wil-
liams. Musser was the TVC 
Ohio Defensive Player of the 
Year, and a first team all-district 
selection.

The goals remain the same for Meigs baseball

Alex hawley|OVP Sports
Pictured above are members of the 2018 Meigs baseball team. Sitting in the front row, from left, are Bailey Jones, 
Hunter Wood, Cory Cox, Wesley Smith, Tyler Tillis and Tyson Clark. Kneeling in the second row are Michael Kesterson, 
Joey Porter, Cameron Burnem, Cole Arnott, Briar Wolfe, Griffin Buck and Alex Pierce. Standing in the third row are 
Zach Searles, Ethan Watson, Nick Lilly, Drake Hall, Wyatt Hoover, Dylan Davidson and Donavin Chapman. Standing in 
the back row are Bryce Swatzel, Zach Helton, Brentten Young and Zayne Wolfe.

2018 MHS roSter

Player Grade
Zach helton* ...........................Sr
Bryce Swatzel* ........................Sr
Zayne Wolfe* ...........................Sr
Brentten young* ......................Sr
Donavin chapman...................Jr
Dylan Davidson........................Jr
Tyler Johnson* ........................Jr
Nick Lilly...................................Jr
Dalton Mayes ...........................Jr
Wesley Smith* .........................Jr
cole Arnott* ............................So
cameron Burnem ...................So
cory cox* ................................So
Matt Gilkey* .............................So
Drake hall* ..............................So
Michael Kesterson* .................So

Briar Wolfe* .............................So
Ethan Watson* ........................So
Payton Brown ..........................Fr
Griffin Buck ..............................Fr
Jacob Buckley .........................Fr
Tyson clark ..............................Fr
Wyatt hoover ...........................Fr
Bailey Jones .............................Fr
Alex Pierce ...............................Fr
Joey Porter ..............................Fr
Zach Searles ............................Fr
Tyler Tillis .................................Fr
hunter Wood............................Fr
head coach:
Brent Bissell (8th season)
* — Indicates varsity returnee.

See MEIGS | 37
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By Bryan Walters
bwalters@aimmediamidwest.com

BIDWEll, Ohio — The 
Raiders are hoping the numbers 
will help the numbers.

The River Valley baseball 
team endured a tough 2017 
campaign after going winless 
in Tri-Valley Conference Ohio 
Division play while finishing 
the year with a 4-14 overall 
mark.

The Raiders lost seven seniors 
to graduation — including All-
TVC Ohio starter Austin Ragan 
— but the Silver and Black enter 
the 2018 season with a clean 
slate and plenty of fresh faces 
waiting to help get this program 
back into a contention mode.

River Valley returns seven play-
ers from last spring and will have 
five seniors on a roster that goes 
22 players strong.

Despite having six freshmen 
on the roster, the Raiders will be 

top-heavy as a dozen members of 
the lineup come from the top-two 
grades.

With a veteran presence and a 

blend of talented newcomers all 
joining forces at the same time, 
seventh-year coach Bobby Jef-
fers is looking for a considerable 

amount of improvement for the 
RVHS program.

Raiders looking for better results in 2018

Bryan Walters|OVP Sports
Pictured are members of the 2018 River Valley varsity baseball team. Sitting in front, from left, are Dalton Jones, 
Seth Bowman, Chase Caldwell, Colton Gilmore, Alex Euton, Joel Horner, Blaine Cline, Matthew Mollohan and Brice 
Petitt. Sitting in second row are Cameron Hess, Seth McDonald, Andrew Mershon, Derek Johnson, Chase Kemper, 
Noah Meerwinck, Wyatt Halfhill and Zach Jones. Sitting in third row are Evan Justus, Zach Stein, Will Edgar, Jack 
Farley and K.C. Collins. Sitting in back are RVHS coach Bobby Jeffers, assistant Colby Lee, assistant Steve Horner 
and athletic trainer Sam Blevins.

See RAIDERS | 42
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By Alex Hawley
ahawley@aimmediamidwest.com

MASON, W.Va. — A new era, 
but the same expectations for 
the White Falcons.

The 2018 Wahama baseball 
team has plenty to replace, but 
with 14 players returning from 
last season’s 18-11 campaign, 
the Red and White are more 
than ready to regain champion-
ship form.

The White Falcons will have 
to replace four seniors from 
last year’s squad, in Philip Hoff-
man, Jared Oliver, Nyles Riggs 
and Wyatt Edwards. Hoffman 
was a three-time all-state first 
team selection, who won the 
Tri-Valley Conference Hocking 
Division Offensive Player of the 
Year award last season.

Wahama also has to replace 
13-year head coach Tom Cul-
len, who was a part of the WHS 
baseball program for 38 years.

Replacing Cullen and usher-
ing in the White Falcons’ new 
era is new head coach Billy Zus-
pan, who is no stranger to the 
WHS program, having served 
as a middle school coach for the 
past 10 years.

“We’re just basically a new 
chapter in the same book,” said 
Zuspan. “I fell very fortunate, 
very humbled, we’ve inherited 
one of the class baseball teams 
in the state of West Virginia. 
We have a good group of upper 
classmen that have been work-
ing hard and I think we’ll have a 
good season.

“I have a lot of respect for 
Coach Cullen and our past 
coaches in general. There’s a 
great tradition here at Wahama, 
we like to think of ourselves as 
a baseball school with rich base-
ball tradition. We’re not coming 
to change anything, we’re just 
looking to stay the course with 
hard work.”

Of Wahama’s 14 returnees, 
seniors Colton Arrington and 
Dalton Kearns bring the most 
experience with three previous 
years on varsity. The duo has 
helped Wahama to 65 wins in 
their three seasons.

Returning for a third year 

are seniors Bryton Grate and 
Anthony Ortiz, as well as 
juniors Jonathan Frye, Antonio 
Serevicz, Cooper Peters, Jacob 
Fisher, David Hendrick and 
Tyler Bumgarner. The White 
Falcons have won 40 games over 
the last two seasons.

Back for a second season in 
the Red and White are juniors 
Bryce Meadows and Tanner 
Smith, as well as sophomores 
Trevor Hunt and Brayden Dav-
enport.

Kearns, Smith and Hendrick 
were all league selections last 
season, with Kearns landing on 
the all-state special mention list 
and Hendrick being named all-
state honorable mention.

“We need to stay focused on 
the things that Wahama has 
always done to be successful,” 
said Zuspan. “These boys work 
hard, they’re dedicated to the 
team, and it’s a team effort. 
They really work hard at their 
positions, they’re real students 
of the game and I think we need 
to continue to build on what we 
have.”

Newcomers to the Red and 
White include juniors Ronin 
Madill and Ethan VanMatre, and 
freshmen Andrew Fowler and 
Brennan Grate.

In the 2017 TVC Hocking 
race, Wahama finished fourth 
with a record of 11-5. The White 

Falcons swept Trimble, South-
ern, South Gallia, Miller and 
Federal Hocking, while splitting 
with Belpre.

In the 2017 postseason, after 
winning an elimination game 
against Parkersburg Catholic, 
the White Falcons’ dream for a 
three-peat was ended by Raven-
swood in the sectional tourna-
ment.

“It’s always a goal for Wahama 
baseball to compete for champi-
onships,” said Zuspan. “We want 
to be sectional champions, we 
want to go as far as we can and 

I think we have a team that can 
do that.”

Along with 16 league contests 
this spring, Wahama will take 
the field in non-conference bouts 
against Parkersburg Catholic, 
Wirt County, Williamstown, 
Ravenswood and Point Pleasant.

Alex hawley can be reached at 740-446-
2342, ext. 2100.

Alex hawley|OVP Sports
Pictured above are members of the 2018 Wahama baseball team. Sitting in the front row, from left, are Andrew Fowler 
and Brennan Grate. In the second row are Trevor Hunt, Anthony Ortiz, Colton Arrington, head coach Billy Zuspan, 
Dalton Kearns, Bryton Grate and Brayden Davenport. Standing in the back row are assistant coach Wes Bumgarner, 
Bryce Meadows, Ethan VanMatre, Jonathan Frye, Antonio Serevicz, Cooper Peters, Jacob Fisher, David Hendrick, Tyler 
Bumgarner, Tanner Smith, Ronin Madill and assistant coach Matt Stewart.

New-look White Falcons hopeful in 2018

MArch
19 at Wirt county .................. TBA
23 vs. Wirt county ................. TBA
26 vs. South Gallia ................. 5 p.m.
27 at Southern ...................... 5 p.m.
29 at Belpre ........................... 5 p.m.
APrIL
2 vs. Trimble ........................ 5 p.m.
3 at Waterford ..................... 5 p.m.
5 vs. Miller............................ 5 p.m.
9 vs. Federal hocking .......... 5 p.m.
10 at Eastern ......................... 5 p.m.
12 vs. Point Pleasant ............. TBA
13 at South Gallia .................. 5 p.m.
16 vs. Southern ..................... 5 p.m.
17 vs. Belpre .......................... 5 p.m.
19 at Trimble.......................... 5 p.m.
20 vs. Waterford .................... 5 p.m.
21 vs. Williamstown  
 (Dh) .................................. noon
23 at Miller ............................. 5 p.m.
25 vs. Eastern ........................ 5 p.m.
27 at Federal hocking ........... 5 p.m.
28 at ravenswood (Dh) ........ noon
MAy
2 at Parkersburg 
 catholic ............................ 5 p.m.
4 at Point Pleasant .............. TBA

2018 WHS ScHedule2018 WHS roSter

No. Player Grade
3 Bryton Grate* .................. Sr
5 Tanner Smith* .................. Jr
6 Trevor hunt*..................... Jr
8 cooper Peters* ................ Jr
9 ronin Madill...................... Jr
11 colton Arrington* ............ Sr
14 Brayden Davenport* ......... So
15 Antonio Serevicz* ............ Jr
17 Andrew Fowler ................. Fr
21 Jacob Fisher* ................... Jr
23 Dalton Kearns* ................ Sr
24 Anthony Ortiz* ................. Sr
26 Brennan Grate .................. Fr
28 David hendrick*............... Jr
32 Jonathan Frye* ................ Jr
34 Tyler Bumgarner* ............ Jr
43 Ethan VanMatre ............... Jr
44 Bryce Meadows*.............. Jr
head coach:
Billy Zuspan (1st season)*
* — Indicates varsity returnee.
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By Scott Jones
sjones@aimmediamidwest.com

MERCERVIllE, Ohio —
They may have a lot roster spots 
to fill from last season, but the 
Rebels feel they can improve 
their record in 2018.

SGHS went 1-21 overall 
including a 1-15 record which 
placed them ninth in the Tri-
Valley Conference Hocking Divi-
sion. The Rebels lone victory 
came versus Federal Hocking 
by a score of 13-12 on April 26, 
2017.

The Red and Gold also look 
to fill the void of 11 seniors lost 
to graduation from a year ago.

“We lost a lot to graduation, 
” South Gallia third-year coach 
Matt Bess said. “Several of 
those players were real leaders 
for this team and will be really 
missed. They’d been with me 
since I got here.”

But Bess sees the upcoming 
season as an opportunity for 

new faces in those places to help 
elevate his club in a positive 
manner in terms of wins and 
losses.

“The outlook and expectations 
this season are really high,” said 
Bess. “With this group, we have 
a group of seniors that will be 

looked upon to lead and perform. 
We have a couple of kids who have 
not played throughout their high 
school career and are starting to 
play this year that are quite good 
baseball players.

“We only won one game last 
season. I think we could turn 

that into seven to nine wins this 
season. Within the Tri-Valley 
Conference you’re always going 
to face good teams like Eastern, 
Waterford and Wahama because 
they build their programs the 
right way from the lower levels 

Rebels looking to grow in 2018

Scott Jones|OVP Sports
Pictured above are members of the 2018 South Gallia baseball team. Kneeling in the front row, from left, are Marshall 
Beegle, Jared Ward, Andrew Small, Jacob Birtche, Bladen Ebersole, Alex Peck, Wade Luther, Wyatt Rapp, Troy Watson, 
Timothy Murphy and Caleb Candee. Standing in the back row are Shawn Ward, Brandon Rutt, Dustin Bainter, Austin 
Stapleton, Braxton Hardy, Jared Burdette, Jeffery Sheets, Dustin Moore, Bryceton Folden Bishop Yester, Curtis Haner 
and Tyler Bryan.

See REBElS | 48
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By Bryan Walters
bwalters@aimmediamidwest.com

CENTENARY, Ohio — There 
are some big shoes to be filled, 
but there are also plenty of capa-
ble Blue Angels ready for their 
chance to step in.

The Gallia Academy softball 
team will be undergoing some-
what of a youth movement in 
2018, mainly due to the loss of 
seven seniors from a 16-8 squad 
that finished fourth in Ohio Val-
ley Conference (9-5) play and 
ended the year in the district 
semifinals.

The Blue Angels lost a lot 
of key veterans in Ryleigh 
Caldwell, Brooke Pasquale, 
Paxton Roberts, Allie Joe Clagg, 
Jenna Meadows, Kim Edelmann 
and Carly Shriver to graduation, 
but the Blue and White will be 
far from a bare cupboard this 
spring.

Gallia Academy will feature 14 
players on its 2018 roster, with 
half of that lineup returning from 
last year’s squad.

With just enough of a veteran 
presence to benefit a promising 
roster that has only two seniors, 
fifth-year GAHS coach Scott 
Stanley is optimistic that this 
spring can be just as successful 
as the previous one.

“We are young, but we have 
a talented team,” Stanley said. 
“We have an entire outfield to 
replace because of graduation, 
as well as a four-year starting 
catcher. Nonetheless, I have 
high expectations for this 
group. Coal Grove will likely 
be the team to beat, but we are 

still striving to win the OVC 
title this spring.”

The Blue Angels return three 
of their four All-OVC selections 
from last year in junior starting 
pitcher Hunter Copley, as well 
as sophomores Alex Barnes and 
Bailey Meadows.

Besides that trio of reliable 
producers, Gallia Academy also 
brings back seniors Cassidy 
Starnes and Allie Young, juniors 
Aubrey Unroe and Kenedie 
Roush.

Stanley is counting on those 
seven girls to not only serve as 
the leaders of this team, but also 
help mentor the newcomers for 
varsity competition.

Joining the Blue Angels for 
the first time are junior Alexis 
Nickels, sophomores Chasity 
Adams and Alexis Chapman, 
and freshmen Malerie Stanley, 
Hailey Jo Ehman, Ryelee Sipple 
and Bailey Young.

Stanley admits that his young-
er troops aren’t exactly unfamil-
iar with playing quality softball, 
something he feels will greatly 
benefit this program as they get 
used to playing with veterans at 

the high school level.
The biggest thing for Stanley, 

however, is keeping focus on com-
peting for an OVC championship.

Blue Angels a blend of youth, experience

Bryan Walters|OVP Sports
Pictured are members of the 2018 Gallia Academy varsity softball team. 
Kneeling in front, from left, are Kenedie Roush, Bailey Meadows, Bailey 
Young, Alexis Nichels and Chasity Adams. Standing in middle are Malerie 
Stanley, Ryelee Sipple, Allie Young and Alexis Chapman. Standing in back 
are Hailey Jo Ehman, Alex Barnes, Aubrey Unroe, Hunter Copley and Cassidy 
Starnes.

MArch
20 vs Oak hill ......................... 5 p.m.
24 at Alexander ..................... 11 a.m.
27 at Athens .......................... 5 p.m.
30 vs Ironton ......................... 5 p.m.
APrIL
2 at Ironton .......................... 5 p.m.
3 vs Jackson ........................ 5 p.m.
4 vs South Point .................. 5 p.m.
6 at South Point .................. 5 p.m.
7 vs Piketon ......................... noon
9 vs rock hill ....................... 5 p.m.
11 at rock hill ....................... 5 p.m.
13 vs Portsmouth.................. 5 p.m.
14 vs river Valley ................... 2 p.m.

16 at Portsmouth .................. 5 p.m.
17 vs Athens .......................... 5 p.m.
18 at chesapeake ................. 5 p.m.
20 vs chesapeake ................. 5 p.m.
21 GAhS Tourney .................. 11 a.m.
23 at coal Grove .................... 5 p.m.
24 at Meigs ............................ 5 p.m.
25 vs coal Grove .................... 5 p.m.
27 at Fairland ......................... 5 p.m.
30 vs Fairland ........................ 5 p.m.
MAy
1 at Jackson ........................ 5 p.m.
2 at Vinton county .............. 5 p.m.
3 vs Meigs ............................ 5 p.m.

2018 GAHS SoftbAll ScHedule

2018 GAHS
 SoftbAll roSter

No. Player Grade
12 chasity Adams ................. So
3 Alex Barnes* .................... So
4 Aubrey Unroe* ................. Jr
7 Alexis chapman ............... So
8 Kenedie roush* ............... Jr
10 Malerie Stanley ................ Fr
11 hailey Jo Ehman .............. Fr
13 ryelee Sipple .................... Fr
14 cassidy Starnes* ............. Sr
15 Bailey Meadows* ............. So
23 Allie young* ...................... Sr
34 Alexis Nickels ................... Jr
44 hunter copley* ................ Jr
 Bailey young ..................... Fr
head coach:
Scott Stanley (5th season)
* — Indicates varsity returnee.

See ANGElS | 40
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By Alex Hawley
ahawley@aimmediamidwest.com

RACINE, Ohio — The lady 
Tornadoes are hoping the time 
in now.

The 2018 Southern softball 
team features seven seniors and 
has nine returning letter win-
ners from last season’s 11-12 
team, which won a sectional 
championship.

Returning for a seventh-
straight year to lead the Purple 
and Gold is head coach Alan 
Crisp, who also coached the 
lady Tornadoes in 2006 and 
2007. Crisp has a 105-76 with 
SHS and has led the Purple and 
gold to five sectional titles.

“We have a lot of experience 
coming back, the girls have 
high goals this year,” Crisp said. 
“They’re talking district cham-
pionship, but talk’s cheap, you 
have to back it up on the field. I 
think we have the talent there to 
get the job done, if we just take 
it game by game.”

Entering their fourth varsity 
seasons in the Purple and Gold 
are seniors Paige VanMeter 
and Sydney Cleland. VanMeter 
has been named all-league and 
all-district three times in her 
career, landing on the all-district 
team as a first teamer, a sec-
ond teamer and an honorable 
mention. last season, Cleland 
picked up her first all-league 
honor and she was named all-
district honorable mention.

One-year letter winners 
returning for SHS are seniors 
lauren lavender, Jaiden Rob-

erts, Josie Cundiff and Shelbi 
Dailey, junior Kayla Boyer, and 
sophomores Cierra Whitesell 
and Kassie Barton.

Roberts was an all-league 
selection and landed on the all-
district second team last year, 
while lavender picked up an all-
district honorable mention.

“We’ve had a great preseason, 
the kids have stepped it up,” Crisp 
said. “The older kids have really 
worked well with the younger 
kids. We have a backup for each 
position and they’ve really taken 
them under their wing. The key 

Lady Tornadoes have high hopes for 2018

Alex hawley|OVP Sports
Pictured above are members of the 2018 Southern softball team. Kenneling in the front row, from left, are Paige 
VanMeter, Josie Cundiff, Sydney Cleland, Jaiden Roberts, Lauren Lavender, Jolisha Ervin and Shelbi Dailey. Standing 
in the back row are Jordan Hardwick, Kaitlyn DeLacruz, Avery King, Cierra Whitesell, Kassie Barton, Baylee Grueser, 
Sydney Adams, Abby Rizer, Caitlyn Seth and Abby Cummins.

2018 SHS roSter

No. Player Grade
2 Abby rizer ........................ Fr
3 Kassie Barton* ................. So
5 Baylee Grueser ................ Jr
6 Avery King ........................ So
8 caitlyn Seth ...................... Fr
10 Jaiden roberts* ............... Sr
11 Sydney Adams ................. So
12 Paige VanMeter* .............. Sr
13 Josie cundiff* .................. Sr
14 Jolisha Ervin ..................... Sr
15 Shelbi Dailey*................... Sr
18 Kaitlyn DeLacruz.............. So
20 cierra Whitesell* .............. So
22 Lauren Lavender* ............ Sr
24 Kayla Boyer* .................... Jr
27 Sydney cleland* .............. Sr
37 Abby cummins ................ Jr
44 Jordan hardwick .............. Fr
head coach:
Alan crisp (7th season)
* — Indicates varsity returnee.

MArch
24 at Meigs ............................ noon
27 vs. Wahama ...................... 5 p.m.
29 at Federal hocking ........... 5 p.m.
31 at river Valley ................... noon
APrIL
2 at South Gallia .................. 5 p.m.
3 vs. Belpre .......................... 5 p.m.
5 at Eastern ......................... 5 p.m.
6 vs. Miller............................ 5 p.m.
9 at Trimble.......................... 5 p.m.
11 vs. Waterford .................... 5 p.m.
12 at Athens .......................... 5 p.m.

13 vs. ravenswood ................ 6 p.m.
16 at Wahama ....................... 5 p.m.
17 vs. Federal hocking .......... 5 p.m.
18 at roane county .............. 5 p.m.
19 vs. South Gallia ................. 5 p.m.
23 vs. Eastern ........................ 5 p.m.
24 vs. roane county ............. 5 p.m.
APrIL
25 at Miller ............................. 5 p.m.
27 vs. Trimble ........................ 5 p.m.
30 at Waterford ..................... 5 p.m.
MAy
2 at Belpre ........................... 5 p.m.

2018 SHS ScHedule

See lADY T | 36
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By Alex Hawley
ahawley@aimmediamidwest.com

HARTFORD, W.Va. — After 
a championship season last 
year, it’s time for the lady Fal-
cons to defend the league’s top 
spot.

The 2018 Wahama softball 
team returns nine players 
returning from last year’s 23-10 
Tri-Valley Conference Hocking 
Division championship team, 
as the lady Falcons prepare to 
defend their crown.

last season WHS was 14-2 
in the TVC Hocking, giving the 
lady Falcons their first-ever 
outright softball title in the 
nine-team league. Wahama also 
shared TVC Hocking titles in 
2012 and 2013.

Entering his second season 
as head coach of the lady Fal-
cons is Mike Wolfe, the 2017 
TVC Hocking Coach of the 
Year.

“We’re athletic, very athletic 
from top-to-bottom,” Wolfe 
said. “We’re going to make a 
lot of things happen. We’re still 
young, we only have one senior 
on the team. We return a lot of 
underclassmen that played qual-
ity innings last year as fresh-
men and sophomores. On top 
of that, I have a good freshman 
class coming in with some very 
athletic girls.”

Of Wahama’s nine returnees, 
senior Autumn Baker, as well as 
juniors Hannah Billups, logan 
Eades, Grace Haddox, Emily 
VanMatre, Maddy VanMatre 
and Ashtyn Russell are enter-
ing their third season with the 
WHS varsity squad. In the last 
two years, the lady Falcons 
have won 41 games.

Returning for a second sea-
son of varsity softball are junior 
Alexis Mick and sophomore 
Hannah Rose.

Billups, Russell, Rose and 
Maddy VanMatre were all-
league selections last season, 
with Rose picking up a first 
team all-state honor and 
Maddy VanMatre landing a 
spot on the all-state second 
team.

“Offensively, we feel like 

we can put some runs on the 
board, and that’s what we’re 
going to try to do,” Wolfe 
said.”Our goal is to be the best 
team we can possible be. We’re 
not going to set a goal as far as 
what we do in the win and loss 
column, we’re going to prepare 
to win everyday.

“It’s going to be the challenge 
for us, can we accomplish as 
much as we did last year, can 
we build on what we did last 
year and can we grow from 
there. If we’ve improved, that’s 
what we look for everyday on 
the practice field and every day 
that we line up against another 
team. We look to be better than 
we were the day before.”

Newcomers to the lady 
Falcons this season include 
sophomore Emily Mattox and 
freshmen Kailyn Alison, Emma 
Gibbs, Harley Roush, Deborah 
Miller, leah Hoffman and Vic-
toria VanMatre.

The lady Falcons have three 
seniors from last season to 
replace in Cynthia Hendrick, 
Taylor McGrew and Amara 
Helton. Hendrick and McGrew 
were all-league selections.

“We lost three key players,” 
Wolfe said. “My top-2 pitchers 
from last year are gone, we 
have big shoes to fill there with 
Cynthia Hendrick and Taylor 

McGrew. Of course Amara Hel-
ton was a team leader that was 
a very good role player, so we’ll 
miss her as well.

“We have some girls back 
who pitched for us in a couple 
spots for us last year, and 
they’ve grow bigger, stronger, 
faster so to say, in the offsea-
son. Hannah Rose and Hannah 
Billups will look to fill the one 
and two pitching spots, and 
then I’ve got a freshman, Emma 
Gibbs, who will also get some 
innings for us.”

Lady Falcons soaring with expectations for 2018

Alex hawley|OVP Sports
Pictured above are members of the 2018 Wahama varsity softball team. Kneeling in the front row, from left, are 
Kailyn Alison, Emily VanMatre, Maddy VanMatre, Hannah Rose, Ashtyn Russell, Hannah Billups, Autumn Baker, Harley 
Roush and Grace Haddox. Standing in the back row are head coach Mike Wolfe, assistant coach Kenny Baker, Logan 
Eades, Deborah Miller, Emily Mattox, Emma Gibbs, Victoria VanMatre, Alexis Mick, Leah Hoffman, and assistant coach 
Troy Stewart.

2018 WHS roSter

No. Player Grade
1 hannah rose* .................. So
6 Victoria VanMatre ............ Fr
8 Emily Mattox .................... So
9 Ashtyn russell* ............... Jr
11 hannah Billups* ............... Jr
13 Logan Eades* ................... Jr
14 Emily VanMatre* .............. Jr
16 Kailyn Alison ..................... Fr
18 Emma Gibbs ..................... Fr
20 harley roush .................... Fr
22 Leah hoffman .................. Fr
23 Maddy VanMatre* ............ Jr
27 Autumn Baker* ................ Sr
28 Grace haddox* ................ Jr
31 Alexis Mick* ..................... Jr
35 Deborah Miller.................. Fr
head coach:
Mike Wolfe (2nd season)* — Indicates 
varsity returnee.

MArch
15 vs. Williamstown ............... 5 p.m.
17 at Buffalo, vs. 
 Wirt county ...................... noon
  2 p.m.
20 at Point Pleasant .............. 5 p.m.
22 at Williamstown ................ 5 p.m.
26 vs. South Gallia ................. 5 p.m.
27 at Southern ...................... 5 p.m.
29 at Belpre ........................... 5 p.m.
31 vs. Meigs (Dh) .................. noon
APrIL
2 vs. Trimble ........................ 5 p.m.
3 at Waterford ..................... 5 p.m.
5 vs. Miller............................ 5 p.m.
6 at Eastern ......................... 5 p.m.
7 at ravenswood, 
 vs. ripley ........................... noon
  2 p.m.
9 vs. Federal hocking .......... 5 p.m.
10 vs Point Pleasant ............. 5 p.m.
12 vs. Buffalo ......................... 5 p.m.
13 at South Gallia .................. 5 p.m.
16 vs. Southern ..................... 5 p.m.
17 vs. Belpre .......................... 5 p.m.
19 at Trimble.......................... 5 p.m.
20 TBA at Symmes 
 Valley ................................ TBA
21 TBA at Symmes 
 Valley (Dh) ....................... TBA
23 at Miller ............................. 5 p.m.
25 vs. Eastern ........................ 5 p.m.
27 at Federal hocking ........... 5 p.m.
28 at roane county 
 (Dh) .................................. noon.

2018 WHS ScHedule

See FAlCONS | 44
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POINT PlEASANT, W.Va. 
— Graduation can test the qual-
ity of any program. The lady 
Knights are out to find out how 
good they really are.

The Point Pleasant softball 
team lost five seniors and four 
starters to graduation, but the 
lady Knights are far from a bare 
cupboard entering the 2018 cam-
paign as the Red and Black return 
10 players from a 23-9 squad that 
ended the year in its 12th con-
secutive regional tournament.

Point Pleasant will have 18 
players and six seniors on this 
spring’s varsity roster, including 
most of the starting infield, two 
of its top three pitchers, and 
what proved to be a solid every-
day battery mate for this hurlers 
in the circle.

The lady Knights, however, 
also have some concerns head-
ed into the season — primarily 
in how to replace a starting 
outfield of Michaela Cottrill, 
Megan Hammond and Karson 
Bonecutter, as well as utility 
player Victoria Allensworth 
and starting shortstop Cammy 
Hesson.

Given the wealth of experience 
and the number of options from 
within this program, fifth-year 
PPHS coach James Higginbo-
tham sees this year as a little bit 
of a test for everyone involved. 
The talent is there, but it might 
take a little bit of time for every-
one to get on the same page.

“We lost five seniors last year 
that were part of 96 wins over 
their careers, so that is some-

thing that is hard to replace … 
especially when three of them 
were your starting outfielders 
and another was your short-
stop,” Higginbotham said. “The 
good thing is that we have a 
solid core of players coming 
back and some capable players 

that have worked hard for their 
chance at this level. We have 
some questions coming into the 
year, but we have a solid group 
of kids and we just want to keep 
getting better as the season goes 
along.”

Lady Knights reload for 2018 campaign

Bryan Walters|OVP Sports
Pictured are members of the 2018 Point Pleasant varsity softball team. Sitting in front, from left, are Kassidy Jordan, 
Peyton Jordan, Shala Swain, Cristina Casacuberta, Izabella King, Hannah Lee, Amber Hatfield and Carlee Sang. 
Kneeling in middle are Kauri Porter, Savannah Wroten, Beke Jensen, Vannessa Clark, Tanner King, Adriane Sharp and 
Monica Cook. Standing in back are Kierra Henry, Rachael Grimm, Kelsey Price, Lila Beattie, Leah Cochran, Kenzie 
Roush, Kelsie Byus and Madilyn Keefer. Absent from photo was Hannah Smith.

MArch
15 at Sissonville ..................... 6 p.m.
19 at Poca ............................... 6 p.m.
20 vs Wahama ........................ 6 p.m.
21 at Logan ............................. 5:30
22 vs Parkersburg South ....... 5:30
24 vs Eastern/
 Independence ................... 11 a.m.
26 vs Lincoln county ............. 5 p.m.
28 vs Winfield ......................... 5:30
30 at ripley ............................. 5:30
31 vs Symmes Valley 
 (Dh) ................................... noon
APrIL ................................................
5 vs Wayne .............................5 p.m.
7 at Lincoln county

  (Dh) ...................................noon
10 at Wahama .........................6 p.m.
11 at Wayne .............................6 p.m.
12 at Parkersburg South ........5 p.m.
13 vs Logan .............................6 p.m.
16 vs Sissonville ......................6 p.m.
17 at Buffalo ............................5:30
18 vs huntington .....................6 p.m.
20 at Symmes Valley 
 Tourn ...................................4 p.m.
21 at Symmes Valley 
 Tourn ...................................TBA
23 at Winfield...........................5:30
24 vs Poca ...............................6 p.m.
25 vs ripley .............................5:30
27 at huntington .....................6 p.m.

2018 PPHS SoftbAll ScHedule 2018 PPHS
 SoftbAll roSter

No. Name Grade
1 Kelsie Byus* ...................Sr
2 Peyton Jordan* ..............So
4 Shala Swain* ..................So
5 rachael Grimm* ............Sr
7 Lila Beattie* ...................Sr
10 Vannessa clark ..............Jr
11 Monica cook ..................So
12 Amber hatfield...............So
13 carlee Sang ....................So
14 hannah Smith* ..............Jr
15 Kelsey Price* ..................Sr
18 Kenzie roush .................Sr
23 Madilyn Keefer ...............Fr
24 Tanner King* ..................Jr
34 Kassidy Jordan ...............So
42 Leah cochran* ...............Sr
44 Izabella King* .................So
 Kauri Porter ....................Jr
head coach:
James higginbotham  
(5th season)
* — Indicates varsity returnee.

See KNIGHTS | 41
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By Alex Hawley
ahawley@aimmediamidwest.com

TUPPERS PlAINS, Ohio — 
Trying to get back into champi-
onship form.

The Eastern softball team 
has its aim set on regaining the 
Tri-Valley Conference Hocking 
Division title and getting back 
to district tournament in 2018.

last spring, EHS finished 
17-5 and had its string of eight 
straight sectional titles ended, 
as the top-seeded lady Eagles 
fell to Trimble in the sectional 
final.

The lady Eagles had their 
five-year reign atop the TVC 
Hocking ended last season as 
well, with their 13-3 league 
record placing them second to 
Wahama.

Back for a fifth straight year 
for EHS is head coach Bryan 
Durst, who brings a 79-18 
record, including 59-5 in league.

“It’s a new year, we’ve got 
some nice freshmen coming in, 
practices have been good,” Coach 
Durst said. “The girls are really 
working hard this year. We’re 
gaining confidence each and 
every day. So far this preseason 
we’ve had two scrimmages, we 
put our kids in a lot of good situ-
ations, and had good learning 
experiences that we can build on 
throughout our season.”

The lady Eagles have four 
seniors in Sidney Cook, Elaina 
Hensley, Sophie Carleton and 
Courtney Fitzgerald, all of 
whom are entering their fourth 
year for the team.

Cook — a Bowling Green 
signee — was named TVC 
Hocking Offensive Player of the 
Year last spring and has been 
featured on the all-league list 
and the all-district first team 
three times each in her career. 
Hensley earned her first all-
league honor last season, as well 
as a second team all-district 
nod.

“When it comes down to it, 
I think that Sidney is our go-to 
person,” Coach Durst said. “She 
likes the leadership role, she’s 
willing to put a lot of weight on 
her shoulders, and she sets a 
great example in practice. Elaina 
Hensley is another one who’s 

just a hard worker. One thing I 
like about Elaina is that you’re 
going to the get the best out of 
her each night.

“Courtney Fitzgerald is prob-
ably going to play left field, she 
knows when she has to step in 
and when her voice needs to be 
heard. Courtney has a lot of ener-
gy, she’s been around here a really 
long time and I look for really big 
things out of her. Sophia Carleton 
is going to pitch some for us and 
play in the infield, whether it be 
at third base or maybe a little bit 
of first base, she can do a lot of 
things for us.”

Each entering their third sea-
son of varsity softball are juniors 
Mollie Maxon, Allison Barber, 
Emmalea Durst, Cera Grueser 
and Kelsey Casto. Maxon and 
Durst have both been on an all-
league list, with Maxon being 
named all-district special men-
tion in 2016.

Maxon starts behind the plate 
for the lady Eagles, Durst will 
be on the left side of the infield, 
with Grueser on the right side. 
Barber is moving into the center 
field role, while Casto will be in 
right field.

“We like more team goals, 

defensively we like to have one 
error or less per game,” said 
Coach Durst. “The main goal 
that we’ve worked on this year is 
just getting better day in and day 
out. If we can improve day-to-
day, week-to-week, that gives us a 
good shot at the end of the year.”

Eastern has five newcomers, 
all freshmen, in Kelsey Rob-
erts, Kennadi Rockhold, Tessa 
Rockhold, Sydney Sanders and 
Faith Smeeks. The lady Eagles’ 
five newcomers will try to fill 

the void left by graduation, as 
EHS lost Katlyn Barber, Taylynn 
Rockhold, Hannah Sharp, Abbie 
Hawley and Hannah Bailey from 
last year’s squad.

Alex hawley|OVP Sports
Pictured above are members of the 2018 Eastern varsity softball team. Kneeling in the front row, from left, are 
Emmalea Durst, Kelsey Roberts, Tessa Rockhold, Sydney Sanders, Faith Smeeks and Kennadi Rockhold. Standing in 
the back row are Kelsey Casto, Ally Barber, Sophie Carleton, Courtney Fitzgerald, Sidney Cook, Elaina Hensley, Cera 
Grueser and Mollie Maxon.

Lady Eagles look to reclaim their crowns

MArch
24 at Point Pleasant 
 (Dh) .................................. 11 a.m.
26 at Belpre ........................... 5 p.m.
27 vs. Miller............................ 5 p.m.
29 at Waterford ..................... 5 p.m.
APrIL
2 vs. Federal hocking .......... 5 p.m.
3 at Trimble.......................... 5 p.m.
5 vs. Southern ..................... 5 p.m.
6 vs. Wahama ...................... 5 p.m.
11 at South Gallia .................. 5 p.m.
13 vs. Belpre .......................... 5 p.m.
16 at Miller ............................. 5 p.m.
17 vs. Waterford .................... 5 p.m.
19 at Federal hocking ........... 5 p.m.
20 vs. Trimble ........................ 5 p.m.
21 vs. hillard Bradley,
 Western Brown
 at Symmes Valley ............. noon
23 at Southern ...................... 5 p.m.
25 at Wahama ....................... 5 p.m.
30 vs. South Gallia ................. 5 p.m.
MAy
1 vs. Wellston ....................... 5 p.m.
2 at Logan ............................ 5 p.m.
5 vs. Warren (Dh) ................ 11 a.m.

2018 eHS ScHedule2018 eHS roSter

Player Grade
00 Mollie Maxon* .....................Jr
3 Emmalea Durst* .................Jr
5 cera Grueser* .....................Jr
7 Faith Smeeks .......................Fr
8 Ally Barber*.........................Jr
9 Tessa rockhold ...................Fr
13 Sindey cook* ......................Sr
15 Sydney Sanders ..................Fr
16 courtney Fitzgerald* ..........Sr
18 Elaina hensley* ...................Sr
20 Kelsey roberts ....................Fr
21 Sophie carleton* ................Sr
24 Kennadi rockhold ...............Fr
33 Kelsey casto*......................Jr
head coach:
Bryan Durst (5th season)
* — Indicates varsity returnee.

See lADY E | 44
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By Scott Jones
sjones@aimmediamidwest.com

ASHTON, W.Va. — With an 
increase in roster size and a 
change in venues for their home 
games, the lady Wildcats have 
much to look forward to during 
the 2018 season.

The Hannan softball team 
will be taking the field this year 
at the Oshel B. Craigo Athletic 
Complex for all home games and 
will be doing so with 15 play-
ers on the squad — following 
a 2017 campaign that saw the 
lady Cats begin the year with 
only 11 players.

The Blue and White will also 
welcome back seven varsity 
returnees, two of which are 
seniors. After losing just one 
senior, HHS is poised to feature 
a blend of experience and youth 
as it will feature five freshman 
on the roster.

lady Wildcats head coach 
Glen Hodges, in his fourth sea-
son at the helm, was relatively 

direct in his outlook for the 
2018 season.

“I think things are definitely 
looking up,” said Hodges. “We 
have some freshman coming 
that look good. We are still look-
ing to build for the future. But 
for this season, I feel like our 

infield defensively looks very 
good. Pitching is our key, but 
our defensive to me is probably 
the best I’ve had as a coach in 
some time.”

Hannan assistant softball 
coach Anna Taylor echoed this 

Scott Jones|OVP Sports
Pictured above are members of the 2018 Hannan varsity softball team. Sitting 
in the front row, from left, are Ashlyn Nibert, Pamela Ochs and Bailey Coleman. 
Sitting in the second row are Chelsey Wallace, Karria Hall, Jessica Dalton, 
Kassidee Bush, Josie McCoy and Kaitlin Lloyd. Standing in the third row are 
Celeste Ferguson, Savannah Meadows, Olivia Norris, Halie Johnson, Breyanna 
Meadows and Annabelle Caccuci. Standing in the back row are assistant coach 
Anna Taylor, head coach Glen Hodges and assistant Shane Mayes.

Lady Cats a blend of youth, experience

2018 HHS
 SoftbAll roSter

No. Player Grade
1 Ashlyn Nibert .................So
2 Josie Mccoy* .................Jr
3 chelsey Wallace .............So
4 celeste Ferguson ...........Fr
8 Savannah Meadows .......Fr
9 Jessica Dalton* ..............Sr
10 Kaitlin Lloyd* ..................So
11 Olivia Norris* .................Jr
13 Bailey coleman ..............Fr
15 Breyanna Meadows .......Fr
17 Kassidee Bush* .............Sr
22 Karria hall.......................So
23 Pamela Ochs* ................Jr
31 Annabelle caccuci .........Jr
00 halie Johnson.................Fr
head coach:
Glen hodges (4th season)
* — Indicates varsity returnee.

See CATS | 46
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By Bryan Walters
bwalters@aimmediamidwest.com

BIDWEll, Ohio — Trying to 
take a really big leap.

There’s a real possibility for 
the River Valley softball team to 
break out this spring as the lady 
Raiders return eight starters 
from a squad that finished 7-15 
overall and sixth in Tri-Valley 
Conference Ohio Division play 
with a 3-9 mark.

The Silver and Black are still 
a relatively young group, as this 
year’s 15-player roster features 
only one senior and four times 
as many freshmen. River Valley 
must also replace the loss of all-
league starter Sydnee little, as 
well as fellow seniors Savannah 
Halfhill and Destiny Williams, 
because of graduation.

However, with a vast amount 
of varsity experience coming 
back and a season of familiarity 
with the coaching staff, second-
year RVHS coach Nick Roberts 
believes that this year can truly 
be something special … as long 
as they continue to work hard 
like they did last year following 
a slow start.

“We’re building something 
here and we’re looking at trying 
to win a league title, if not this 
year than next year. We have 15 
dedicated girls that have bought 
into our program and we are 
looking to build on last year’s 
growth,” Roberts said. “We only 
lost one starter, so we’re hoping 
we can pick up where we left off 
last year and keep progressing 
like we have been. We’re ready 
to get the season started.”

The lady Raiders will look 
to senior Isabella Mershon — a 
four-year starter — for leader-
ship, something that this roster 
can also find in junior All-TVC 
Ohio returnees Chloe Gee and 
Cierra Roberts.

Juniors Baylee Hollanbaugh 
and Skylar Jones, as well as 
sophomores Kaylee Tucker, 
Kasey Birchfield and Airika Barr, 
are also returning from last year’s 
starting luneup.

With those eight seasoned 
veterans in place, the key for 
River Valley will be the develop-
ment and growth of the seven 
promising newcomers to the 
varsity squad.

Joining this year’s team are 
juniors Akari Michimukai, Cierra 
Franklin and Caterina Gattinara, 
as well as freshmen Karrington 
Barr, Macy Purkey, Sierra Somer-
vile and Taylor Ramey.

Though Roberts acknowledges 
that this team is not without flaws, 
he has been really impressed by 
the work-like approach that his 
troops have taken into the 2018 
campaign.

The second-year mentor 
believes that the hard work is 
about to pay off, as long as they 
continue to work on things that 
make them better.

Lady Raiders aiming to break through

Bryan Walters|OVP Sports
Pictured are members of the 2018 River Valley varsity softball team. Sitting 
in front, from left, are Kaylee Tucker, Akari Michimukai, Isabella Mershon, 
Cierra Roberts and Baylee Hollanbaugh. Sitting in second row are Taylor 
Ramey, Cierra Franklin, Chloe Gee, Sierra Somervile, and Macy Purkey. 
Sitting in third row are Karrington Barr, Skylar Jones, Kasey Birchfield and 
Airika Barr. Sitting in back are RVHS coach Nick Roberts, assistant Dan 
Sizemore and assistant Mike Burke.

2018 rVHS 
SoftbAll roSter

No. Name Grade
1 cierra roberts* ..................Jr
4 Kaylee Tucker* ...................So
5 Sierra Somervile ................Fr
9 Baylee hollanbaugh* .........Jr
11 Isabella Mershon*..............Sr
12 Macy Purkey.......................Fr
13 Taylor ramey .....................Fr
14 cierra Franklin ....................Jr
27 Skylar Jones* .....................Jr
31 Airika Barr* ........................So
33 Akari Michimukai ...............Jr
37 Kasey Birchfield* ...............So
88 Karrington Barr ..................Fr
00 chloe Gee* .........................Jr
 caterina Gattinara .............Jr
head coach:
Nick roberts (2nd season)
* — Indicates varsity returnee.

See lADY RAIDERS | 43

MArch
24 vs hannan (Dh) ............... 1 p.m.
27 at Glenwood ..................... 5 p.m.
28 at Federal hocking ........... 5 p.m.
29 at Symmes Valley ............. 5 p.m.
31 vs Southern ...................... noon
APrIL
2 at Nelsonville-york............ 5 p.m.
3 vs Fairland ........................ 5 p.m.
4 vs Meigs ............................ 5 p.m.
5 at Grace christian ............ 5 p.m.
6 at Vinton county .............. 5 p.m.
9 vs Athens .......................... 5 p.m.
11 at Wellston ........................ 5 p.m.
13 vs Alexander ..................... 5 p.m.
14 at Gallia Academy ............ 2 p.m.
16 vs Nelsonville-york ........... 5 p.m.
18 at Meigs ............................ 5 p.m.
23 at Athens .......................... 5 p.m.
24 vs Pike Eastern ................. 5 p.m.
25 vs Wellston........................ 5 p.m.
27 at Alexander ..................... 5 p.m.
30 vs Vinton county .............. 5 p.m.
MAy
4 vs South Gallia ................. 5 p.m.

2018 rVHS 
SoftbAll ScHedule
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By Scott Jones
sjones@aimmediamidwest.com

MERCERVIllE, Ohio — 
Spring is a time for new begin-
nings. For the South Gallia 
High School softball squad, 
it brings the opportunity to 
grow.

The lady Rebels finished 
their 2017 campaign with 
a record of 0-21, including 
0-16 in Tri-Valley Conference 
Hocking Division play. How-
ever, dwelling on the past is 
not something fourth-year 
SGHS coach Sarah Shirley has 
planned for the 2018 campaign.

This season’s South Gallia 
softball team will take to the field 
having lost two seniors Maddie 
Simpson and Irene Santos, but 
it’s the present and future the 
team will be focused upon.

“I have a lot of freshman that 
have a lot of knowledge of the 
game,” Shirley said. “I look for 
them to fill those shoes. I also 
have four seniors this season 
that have been with me for the 
previous three seasons. I’m 
going to lean on that group 
for leadership and the younger 
players for their skill level.”

This year’s team will feature 
a total of eight varsity return-
ees with a balanced roster of 
both experiences and newcom-
ers expected to contribute to 
the lady Rebels.

“I think we will be very 
competitive this year overall 
and within the conference with 
the girls we have in place and 
the younger players coming 

in, ” said Shirley. “We also 
have some experienced sopho-
mores. I think we are going 
to be highly competitive. We 
are going to get our bats mov-
ing and try a few new things 
this season. We have a deeper 
pitching staff now, so things 
will be somewhat easier for us 
in that area. Our field wasn’t a 
problem last season, but get-
ting the ball across the plate 
was at times.”

Senior Keirsten Howell, 
among the group of varsity 
returnees, was selected as a 
member of the 2017 All-TVC 
Hocking softball team and was 
named honorable mention to 
the 2017 All-Southeast District 
Division IV softball team.

“Keirsten is going to play 
third base primarily and I have 
three freshmen and also three 
sophomore pitchers I’m going 

to lean on. I have youth at that 
position,” said Shirley.

Lady Rebels aim for improvement, growth

Scott Jones|OVP Sports
Pictured above are members of the 2018 South Gallia softball team. Kneeling in the front row, from left, are Sydney St. 
Clair, Maria Calhoun, Olivia Hornsby, Isabella Cochran, Madison Lucas, Mackenzie Martin, Keirsten Howell and Savannah 
St. Clair. Standing in the back row are assistant coach Robert St. Clair, Makayla Waugh, Lea Hennig, Emily Mandeville, 
Faith Poling, Marta Canovas, Brooke Campbell, Beatriz Valle-Inclan, Madisyn Spurlock and head coach Sarah Shirley.

MArch
24 vs Miller (Dh) ................... noon
26 at Wahama ....................... 5 p.m.
28 vs Ironton SJ .................... 5 p.m.
31 at Green ............................ noon
APrIL
2 vs Southern ...................... 5 p.m.
3 at Federal hocking ........... 5 p.m.
5 vs Fairland ........................ 5 p.m.
7 vs Belpre (Dh) .................. noon
10 at Sciotoville East ............. 5 p.m.
11 vs Eastern ......................... 5 p.m.
13 vs Wahama ....................... 5 p.m.
14 at Waterford (Dh) ............ noon
19 at Southern ...................... 5 p.m.
20 vs Federal hocking ........... 5 p.m.
23 at Ironton SJ ..................... 5 p.m.
24 at Fairland ......................... 5:30
26 vs Sciotoville East ............ 5 p.m.
28 at Trimble (Dh) ................ noon
30 at Eastern ......................... 5 p.m
MAy
4 at river Valley ................... 5 p.m.

2018 SGHS 
SoftbAll ScHedule

2018 SGHS 
SoftbAll roSter

No. Player Grade
11 Maria calhoun* ................ 11
4 Mackenzie Martin* .......... 10
5 Olivia hornsby* ................ 12
7 Madison Lucas* ............... 10
10 Isabella cochran .............. 9
11 Marta canovas ................. 11
14 Emily Mandeville .............. 9
15 Madisyn Spurlock ............ 9
16 Lea henning ..................... 11
20 Beatriz Valle-Inclan .......... 11
22 Makayla Waugh ................ 9
31 Keirsten howell* .............. 12
33 Faith Poling ....................... 9
34 Sydney St. clair* .............. 10
53 Brooke campbell* ........... 12
00 Savannah St. clair* ......... 10
head coach:
Sarah Shirley (4th season)
* — Indicates varsity returnee.

See lADY REBElS | 48
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Attention Class of 2018
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By Alex Hawley
ahawley@aimmediamidwest.com

ROCKSPRINGS, Ohio — Get-
ting to the top is one thing, it’s a 
whole different thing to defend your 
crown.

The Meigs softball team won 
the Tri-Valley Conference Ohio 
Division, as well as a Division II 
sectional title last season. Now it’s 
time to see what the lady Maraud-
ers can do with the bull’s eye on 
their backs.

Meigs has set school record for 
wins in back-to-back seasons, going 
20-6 in 2016 and then 21-4 in 2017.

The lady Marauders have a 
host of seniors to replace from last 
season, including all-league honor-
ees Devyn Oliver, Alliyah Pullins, 
Danielle Morris, Morgan lodwick 
and Bre Colburn. Oliver and Pullins 
were named TVC Ohio Offensive 
and Defensive Players of the Year 
respectively and were both named 
first team all-district.

Back for a fourth season to 
lead the Maroon and Gold is head 
coach Bryan Swann, who enters the 
year with a 60-15 record at Meigs, 
including a 32-4 league mark.

“I’m going to see new faces 
in the infield, I know that, I look 
forward to the challenge,” Swann 
said. “There’s no doubt that was a 
talented group, but you know what? 
There are some pretty talented kids 
behind them.”

The 2018 lady Marauders 
feature seven returnees from last 
season. MHS senior Peyton Rowe 
is entering her fourth season of 
varsity softball, while junior Taylor 
Swartz is back for her third cam-
paign. Both Rowe and Swartz were 
all-league last year, with Swartz tak-
ing a second team all-district honor 
as well.

Returning for a second straight 
season of varsity softball for MHS 
are senior Rachel Kesterson, juniors 
Shalynn Mitchell, Hannah Tackett 
and Ciera Older, and sophomore 
Breanna Zirkle.

“Everything starts in the circle, 
everyone knows that,” Swann said. 
“I really believe that Zirkle will keep 
us in ball games, as long as we field 
the ball behind her. Whoever is in 
our middle infield is going to have 
to step up, and the rest are going to 
have to play consistent.

“Our biggest issue, where we 
may miss those older kids the most, 
is hitting. Everybody is going to 
have to step up hitting-wise. I am 
excited about the things I’ve been 
seeing in practice.”

Newcomers to the MHS varsity 
squad include junior Alyssa Smith, 
sophomore Karington Brinker, and 
freshmen Jerrica Smith, Chonslyn 
Spaun and Katie Hawkins.

Swann noted that attitude may 
be what sets the 2018 version of the 
lady Marauders apart.

“I don’t like inside practices, 
nobody likes inside practices,” 
Swann said. “The last two nights in 
a row have been the best two nights 
I have ever been involved in, in all 
of my years of coaching, whether 
it be at Southern, here, or in all of 
my years in travel ball. I really think 
they’re up to the challenge, I’ve 
challenged them to step up and con-
tinue the tradition at Meigs.”

last season, the lady Marauders 
went unbeaten in the TVC Ohio, 
winning all-12 matchups for their 
first league title since 2011 and 
their 15th overall.

After walking off with a sectional 
title, the lady Marauders were 
ousted by Sheridan in the Division 
II district semifinal.

“Our goal is the same, a league 
championship, to be undefeated,” 
Swann said. “I think the league 
is going to be more balanced this 
year, so the key is going to be play-
ing more consistently. Worst case 
scenario — I think the league goes 
through Meigs and Wellston — we 
have to get a split with Wellston, at 
least. We have to be consistent with 
everybody else, and we are working 
really hard to put the pieces of the 
puzzle together for them.”

When the 2018 postseason 
begins, Meigs will be back in Divi-
sion III, where they last competed 
in 2015, making the district final.

Along with 12 TVC Ohio games 
this season, the lady Marauders 
will line up for non-league bouts 
against Southern, Alexander, Jack-
son, Wahama, Cabell Midland, Mar-
ietta, Ripley and Gallia Academy.

Alex hawley can be reached at 740-446-
2342, ext. 2100.

Lady Marauders aim to keep the top spot

MArch
24 vs. Southern ..................... noon
28 at Alexander ..................... 5 p.m.
30 vs. Jackson ....................... 5 p.m.
31 at Wahama (Dh) .............. noon
APrIL
2 vs. Athens ......................... 5 p.m.
4 at river Valley ................... 5 p.m.
7 at cabell Midland 
 (Dh) .................................. 5 p.m.
9 vs. Wellston ....................... 5 p.m.
10 vs. Marietta ....................... 5 p.m.
11 at Vinton county .............. 5 p.m.
13 vs. Nelsonville-york .......... 5 p.m.
16 at Athens .......................... 5 p.m.
18 vs. river Valley .................. 5 p.m.
20 vs. Alexander .................... 5 p.m.
21 vs. ripley (Dh) ................. 1 p.m.
23 at Wellston ........................ 5 p.m.
24 vs. Gallia Academy ........... 5 p.m.
25 vs. Vinton county ............. 5 p.m.
27 at Nelsonville-york............ 5 p.m.
30 at Jackson ........................ 5 p.m.
MAy
1 at Marietta ........................ 5 p.m.
3 at Gallia Academy ............ 5 p.m.

2018 MHS ScHedule2018 MHS roSter
No. Player Grade
1 Katie hawkins ................Fr
3 rachel Kesterson* .........Sr
4 Peyton rowe* ................Sr
5 Shalynn Mitchell* ..........Jr
8 Taylor Swartz*................Jr
9 Breanna Zirkle* ..............So
11 Alyssa Smith ..................Jr
12 Karington Brinker ..........So
14 Jerrica Smith..................Fr
21 ciera Older* ...................Jr
22 chonslyn Spaun .............Fr
23 hannah Tackett* ............Jr
head coach:
Bryan Swann (4th season)
* — Indicates varsity returnee.

Alex hawley|OVP Sports
Pictured above are members of the 2018 Meigs varsity softball team. Kneeling in the front row, from left, are Alyssa 
Smith, Hannah Tackett and Taylor Swartz. Standing in the middle row are Katie Hawkins, Karington Brinker, Breanna 
Zirkle, Shalynn Mitchell and Jerrica Smith. Standing in the back row are Chonslyn Spaun, Rachel Kesterson, Peyton 
Rowe and Ciera Older.



2018 Spring Sports Preview
     21

By Bryan Walters
bwalters@aimmediamidwest.com

BIDWEll, Ohio — 
There are big shoes to fill … 
and plenty of feet ready to 
step in.

Graduation proved to be 
costly for the River Valley 
track and field programs as 
both the Raiders and lady 
Raiders lost seven athletes 
apiece — most of whom 

were key contributors in 
respective fourth and sixth 
place finishes in the Tri-
Valley Conference Ohio 
Division.

The Silver and Black lost 
both of last year’s league 
champions, as well half of 
their regional qualifiers and 
the program’s only state 
qualifier in Isaiah Beach.

River Valley looking to reload in 2018

Bryan Walters|OVP Sports
Pictured are members of the 2018 Point Pleasant girls varsity track and field 
team. Standing in front, from left, are Kaylee Morrow, Sydnee Moore, Allison 
Henderson, Klarissa Plants, Caitlyn Thomas, Ashley Staats and Desiree 
Bailes. Standing in back are Teagan Hay, Hannah Gleason, Grace Allensworth, 
Sami Saunders, Madison Hatfield and Lexee Wray.

Bryan Walters|OVP Sports
Pictured are members of the 2018 Point Pleasant boys varsity track and 
field team. Sitting in front, from left, are Brady Adkins, Luke Wilson, Isaac 
Daniels, Peyton Hughes, Kaydean Eta, Ethan Scott, Garrett Hatten, Cohen 
Yates and Colton Pearson. Standing in middle are Nick Parsons, Nazar 
Abbas, Nick Leport, Steven Trent, Lee Craig, Zach Rediger, Josh Wamsley, 
Aidan Sang and Eddie Mayes. Standing in back are Cason Payne, Logan 
Southall, Trevon Franklin, Alex Gibbs, Jesse Gleason, Gabriel Hall, Jovone 
Johnson, Caleb Higg and Kade Oliver.

2018 rVHS GirlS 
trAck roSter

Player Grade
Kenzie Baker* ..........................Sr
Jenna Burke*...........................Sr
Sarah Moffett* ........................Sr
Maddee Tabor* ........................Sr
rayanna Adkins .......................Sr
rakia Penick* ..........................Jr
Abby Stout ...............................Jr
Kabria Pleasant .......................Jr
Lexi Stout .................................Jr
Madisyn Burd* ........................Jr
Kelsey Brown* .........................Jr
hannah Thomas ......................So
Evalena Ehman* ......................So
Gabrielle Gibson* ....................So
Savannah reese* ....................So
Elisabeth Moffett* ...................So
Brooklynn Wagers ...................Fr
hannah culpepper ..................Fr
Starr VanFossen ......................Fr
Breanna Taylor.........................Fr
Katlyn clark .............................Fr
Sierra Phoenix .........................Fr
Bailey Wray ..............................Fr
Kacey Williamson ....................Fr
Taylor huck ..............................Fr
Sydnee runyon .......................Fr
camron Miller ..........................Fr
head coach:
Brent Smith (5th season)
* — Indicates varsity returnee.

2018 rVHS boyS 
trAck roSter

Player Grade
George rickett* .......................Sr
Wyatt Bragg .............................Sr
ryan Johnson* ........................Sr
Nathaniel Abbott* ...................Sr
Drew Penwell ...........................Sr
Kyle coen* ...............................Sr
rory Twyman* .........................Jr
Layne Fitch* ............................Jr
caleb McKnight* .....................Jr
Austin Beaver ..........................Jr
connor Phoenix .......................Jr
Eric Weber* ..............................Jr
Ty VanSickle* ...........................Jr
Noah Patterson* .....................So
ryan Snyder* ..........................So
Dawson russell .......................So
Jordan Burns* .........................So
Jared reese* ...........................So
cole young* .............................So
cole Thaxton* .........................So
Jamal Shivers ..........................So
Alden Smith .............................So
Darian Peck*............................So
Brandon call* ..........................So
Derek reese* ...........................So
caleb hines..............................So
Kaleb Dewitt ............................Fr
head coach:
Brent Smith (5th season)
* — Indicates varsity returnee.

See RIVER VAllEY | 42
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By Alex Hawley
ahawley@aimmediamidwest.com

MASON, W.Va. — Small, but 
mighty.

The 2018 Wahama track 
and field team features just 15 
athletes, but returns eight state 
qualifiers from last season’s 
squad, that competed in 18 
events at the state meet.

For the fourth straight cam-
paign, the White Falcons will be 
led by head coach Dave Barr.

“Really because of numbers 
it’ll be a rebuilding year,” Coach 
Barr said. “We have 11 boys and 
four girls, so we don’t have the 
numbers that we have had in the 
last few years. That being said, I 
think they have a lot of promise, 
they just have to get on the track 
and see what they have.”

For the lady Falcons, senior 
Kaleigh Stewart, junior Skylar 
Riffle and sophomore MacKen-
zie Barr are all back after com-
peting on the league champion, 

state qualifying 4x100m relay 
last season. Stewart was also 
in the state long jump, while 
MacKenzie Barr also competed 
in the state pole vault. 

Low numbers, but high expectations 
for Wahama track and field

2018 WHS roSter

Player Grade
Girls
Kaleigh Stewart* ....................... Sr
Skylar riffle* ............................. Jr
camryn Tyree* .......................... Jr
MacKenzie Barr* ....................... So
Boys
Name ......................................... Grade
Johnnie Board* ......................... Sr
critter hesson* ......................... Sr
Trey Peters* ............................... Sr
Brady Bumgarner* .................... Jr
Nathan Day ................................ Jr
Brodee howard*........................ Jr
Jacob Lloyd* .............................. Jr
Kody hollis* ............................... So
Zach roush* .............................. So
Josh Frye .................................... Fr
Trayner howard ......................... Fr
head coach:
Dave Barr (4th season)
* — indicates varsity returnee.

Alex hawley|OVP Sports
Pictured above are members of the 2018 Wahama track and field team. 
Sitting in the front row, from left, are Skylar Riffle, Kaleigh Stewart, 
MacKenzie Barr and Camryn Tyree. Kneeling in the second row are Brodee 
Howard, Nathan Day, Kody Hollis, Trayner Howard and Johnnie Board. 
Standing in the back row are Zach Roush, Jacob Lloyd, Brady Bumgarner, 
Critter Hesson, head coach Dave Barr, and Trey Peters.See WAHAMA | 45
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By Scott Jones
sjones@aimmediamidwest.com

ASHTON, W.Va. — Despite 
a drop in numbers, there is a 
positive outlook for the Hannan 
track and field program for its 
2018 season.

Despite a decrease from 18 to 
13 members on the roster this 
spring, the Wildcats are optimis-
tic about taking to the starting 
blocks of their upcoming track 
and field events.

The boys team will feature a 
total of six members and the girls 
squad will consist of seven com-
petitors. Of those 13, however, 
only four are varsity returnees 
from a season ago.

While HHS may not have a 
wealth of experience on its side 
entering the 2018 campaign, the 
team will feature three members 
of the roster this season who are 
freshmen — bringing with them 
an influx of youth to the program.

The Wildcats will also look 

to fill the void having lost three 
seniors from their 2017 team. 
HHS will enter competition this 
season looking to replace Bailey 
Harless, Kelise lee and Josh 
McCoy .

Hannan head coach Mike 
Wallace acknowledged the 
decrease in roster size this 

spring, however, focused on an 
optimistic outlook for his team 
in the areas of remaining com-
petitive and the inclusion of 
new participants as a means to 
inject new options in the vari-

ous events on the horizon.
“I’m hoping we can be more 

competitive this year than we 
were last season,” Wallace said. 

Hannan track working with smaller numbers

2018 HHS
trAck roSter

Player Grade
Lauren Edmonds .....................10
Alexis Lloyd ..............................10
cassidy Duffer* .......................12
Sydnee holley* ........................10
Brianna Frayley ........................9
Jayla Sowards ..........................9
hannah carroll* ......................11
cole hively ...............................9
James Edmonds ......................12
cordell hill ...............................11
caleb Gussler ..........................11
Nathan McQueen ....................12
Jordan Fitzwater* ...................10
head coach:
head coach: Mike Wallace
* — Indicates varsity returnee.

Scott Jones|OVP Sports
Pictured above are members of the 2018 Hannan track and field team. 
Sitting in the front row, from left, are Lauren Edmonds, Alexis Lloyd and 
Cassidy Duffer. Sitting in the second row are Cole Hively, Hannah Carroll, 
Jayla Sowards, Brianna Fraley and Sydnee Holley. Standing in the back row 
are head coach Mike Wallace, James Edmonds, Cordell Hill, Caleb Gussler, 
Nathan McQueen, Jordan Fitzwater and assistant coach Kellie Thomas.

See HANNAN | 46
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By Bryan Walters
bwalters@aimmediamidwest.com

CENTENARY, Ohio — They 
are once again taking two buses 
to meets, but open seats are get-
ting even harder to find.

The Gallia Academy track 
and field program is going 
through a numbers surge this 
2018 season as the Blue and 
White will have a total of 78 
competitors between the boys 
and girls programs, an increase 
of 14 people from a year ago.

More impressively, Gallia 
Academy lost 15 seniors to 
graduation — including state 
qualifiers Madi Oiler, Isaiah les-
ter and Kaleb Crisenbery — but 
will still have 33 athletes return-
ing from last year’s Ohio Valley 
Conference runner-up squads.

The Blue Angels will have the 
larger, more-experienced group 
of the two teams, as the ladies 
feature a 48-person roster that 
has 20 athletes and three region-
al qualifiers returning for 2018. 
The Blue Devils also return 
three regional qualifiers and 13 
athletes to a 30-man squad.

The Blue Angels are blessed 
with numbers, but a majority of 
the roster comes from the lower 
two grades — making them 
somewhat young and inexperi-
enced. Gallia Academy will look 
to its six seniors and 20 return-
ees to help set the example for 
the group.

Coming back from a year ago 
are seniors Hailey Deem, Grace 
Martin and Bethany Purdum, 
juniors Taylor Burdette, Abby 
Cremeans, Trinity Eggers, 
Alyssa Marxen, Gretchen McCo-
nnell, Haylie Polinsky, Mckenzie 
Skidmore, Jamie Steger and 
Ashley Turley, and sophomores 
Alex Barnes, Eliza Davies, 
Taylor Facemire, Brooke John-
son, Peri Martin, Katie Queen, 
Karsyn Shamblin and Maddie 
Wright.

The newcomers to the var-
sity roster include seniors Tori 
Church, Nacoma Smith and 
Cassidy Starnes, juniors Fha 
Rinratai and Keke Kormick, 
sophomores Megan Bailey, 
Calista Barnes, Emily Eads, 

Brianna Elliot, Kristen Jamora, 
Grace Montgomery, Tessa Skin-
ner and Hannah Tate, and fresh-
men Brianna Brock, Star Burns, 
Madisyn Connelley, Markeya 
Gardner, Brooke Hamilton, 
Brooklyn Hill, Madalyn Jeffers, 
Emma Moodispaugh, Jessie 
Rife, Ryelee Sipple, Jacien Ste-
vens, Maddie Stewart, Gracie 
Thomas, Koren Truance and 
Sarah Watts.

GAHS girls coach Todd May 
is optimistic about the season, 
due in large part to the numbers 
that his program has to work 
with this spring. May also feels 
that the regular season will be 
a good way to develop those 
numbers so that the Blue Angels 
can be at their best for the OVC 
meet and beyond.

“We’re a young team, but our 
schedule is set up so that we can 

take all of our athletes and have 
them competing at the same 
meet. The numbers give us a lot 
of options and a lot of room to 
improve as the year goes along,” 
May said. “Our veterans will be 
key for us because their experi-
ence and leadership will help 
not only in competition, but also 
in getting the newcomers better 
acclimated to the varsity level. 

Numbers give GAHS track high hopes in 2018

2018 GAHS GirlS
 trAck roSter

Name Grade
Tori church ..............................Sr
hailey Deem* ..........................Sr
Grace Martin* ..........................Sr
Bethany Purdum* ...................Sr
Nacoma Smith ........................Sr
cassidy Starnes ......................Sr
Taylor Burnette* ......................Jr
Abby cremeans* .....................Jr
Trinity Eggers* .........................Jr
Keke Kormick ..........................Jr
Alyssa Marxen* .......................Jr
Gretchen Mcconnell* .............Jr
haylie Polinsky* ......................Jr
Fha rinratai .............................Jr
Mckenzie Skidmore*...............Jr
Jamie Steger* .........................Jr
Ashley Turley*..........................Jr
Megan Bailey ...........................So
Alex Barnes* ............................So
calista Barnes .........................So
Eliza Davies* ............................So
Emily Eads ...............................So
Brianna Elliot ...........................So
Taylor Facemire* .....................So
Kristen Jamora ........................So
Brooke Johnson* ....................So
Peri Martin* .............................So
Grace Montgomery .................So
Katie Queen* ...........................So
Karsyn Shamblin* ...................So
Tessa Skinner ..........................So
hannah Tate .............................So
Maddie Wright* .......................So
Brianna Brock ..........................Fr
Star Burns ...............................Fr
Madisyn connelley ..................Fr
Markeya Gardner.....................Fr
Brooke hamilton .....................Fr
Brooklyn hill ............................Fr
Madalyn Jeffers .......................Fr
Emma Moodispaugh ...............Fr
Jessie rife ................................Fr
ryelee Sipple ...........................Fr
Jacien Stevens ........................Fr
Maddie Stewart .......................Fr
Gracie Thomas ........................Fr
Koren Truance .........................Fr
Sarah Watts .............................Fr
head coach:
head coach: Todd May
* — Indicates varsity returnee.

Bryan Walters|OVP Sports
Pictured are members of the 2018 Gallia Academy varsity girls track and 
field team. Standing in front, from left, are Markeya Gardner, Kristen Jamora, 
Star Burns, Sarah Watts, Gretchen McConnell, Jacien Stevens, Madisyn 
Connelley and Katie Queen. Standing in second row are Maddie Stewart, 
Brooke Johnson, Grace Montgomery, Calista Barnes, Fha Rinratai, Ashley 
Turley, Brianna Brock and Jamie Steger. Standing in third row are Keke 
Kormick, Emily Eads, Trinity Eggers, Tessa Skinner, Alyssa Marxen, Brooklyn 
Hill, Taylor Facemire, Megan Bailey and Nacoma Smith. Standing in back are 
Gracie Thomas, Jessica Rife, Bethany Purdum, Tori Church, Cassidy Starnes, 
Hailey Deem, Peri Martin, Ryelee Sipple and Mckenzie Skidmore.

Bryan Walters|OVP Sports
Pictured are members of the 2018 Gallia Academy varsity boys track and 
field team. Standing in front, from left, are Blake Woods, Kyle Greenlee, 
Cody Rodgers, Nicholas Sheets and Caleb Greenlee. Standing in second row 
are Ethan Lawler, Francesco Russo, Ryan Donosky, Lane Pullins and Braden 
Jamora. Standing in third row are Jarrell Scott, Oliver Davies, Cory Call, Nathan 
Mitchell, Cole Rose and Aryan Cox. Standing in back row are Logan Blouir, Riley 
Starnes, Grant Smith, Evan Rodgers, Spencer Harris and Ezra Blain.

See GAHS | 40
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By Scott Jones
sjones@aimmediamidwest.com

GAllIPOlIS, Ohio — New leadership 
and returning runners are on the horizon 
for the Ohio Valley Christian track and field 
team.

The 2018 incarnation of the OVCS track 
and field team may have gotten out of the 
starting blocks late this spring — as the 
school was unclear on whether they would 
feature a squad until March 13 — but there 
is much optimism and enthusiasm regarding 
the upcoming season with two returnees 
and a new head coach guiding the Defend-
ers.

Ohio Valley Christian will be led this sea-
son by first-year head coach Nathan Fowler. 
Fowler was quite candid in his optimism 
and outlook regarding his inaugural season 
at the helm of the Defenders’ only spring 
sports team.

“This is my first year of coaching,” Fowler 
said. “I’ve never actually coached track before, 
but I have a lot of good friends in the area 
schools’ track programs that have been very 
supportive of this decision and have been will-

ing to help me as much as they can. Personally, 
I love running and have participated in various 
marathons over the past eight years and enjoy 
working with kids as a youth leader in my 
church. This is a unique opportunity for me 
getting to combine track and field with work-
ing with kids.”

Although the team will feature just three 
members, juniors Chasity Deckard and 
Jeremiah Case are returnees from the 2017 
squad. The Defenders will also welcome 
sophomore Julia Patterson to the group as 
the lone first-year runner.

Fowler discussed the outlook for the 
team, along with his coaching approach, due 
to his own experience as a long distance 
runner — as his runners have expressed 
interest in expanding their training and 

events of participation to those of further 
length.

“They’ve shown interest in various 
events,” said Fowler. “Chasity Deckard has 
expressed interest in doing hurdles and 

OVCS track gives it another go

Scott Jones|OVP Sports
Pictured above are members of the 2018 Ohio 
Valley Christian School track and field team. 
Standing, from left, are Julia Patterson, Jeremiah 
Case and Chasity Deckard.

2018 oVcS 
trAck roSter

Name Grade
chasity Deckard* ....................11
Jeremiah case* .......................11
Julia Patterson ........................10
head coach:
Nathan Fowler (1st season)
* — Indicates varsity returnee.

See OVCS | 49

Orthopedics
At Jackson General Hospital, we are 
ready to treat you with the highest level 
of orthopedic care. Services provided 
include, but are not limited to:

• Casting & splinting   
• Operative fracture stabilization 

with pins, plates or screws   
• Arthroscopy  
• Carpal Tunnel & Trigger 

Finger Release  
• Excision of soft tissue masses/

tumors/cysts   
• Closure of complex lacerations  
• Removal of embedded foreign bodies   
• Joint injections

Call 1-304-373-0133 
for information on 

Orthopedic Services
122 Pinnell Street  Ripley, West Virginia • 1-304-372-2731

ready to treat you with the highest level 

Removal of embedded foreign bodies   

122 Pinnell Street  Ripley, West Virginia • 1-304-372-2731122 Pinnell Street  Ripley, West Virginia • 1-304-372-2731

Physical Therapy
Jackson General Hospital offers 

a wide range of Physical Therapy 

& Sports Care, ensuring that 

you heal properly and regain your 

strength.  Our team of therapists 

will work with you, utilizing a 

well planned regimen of exercises 

& training at your pace and 

comfort level.

We now offer 

Aquatic Therapy Services!

Call 1-304-373-1605 
for information about our 
Physical Therapy Services

OH-70035996
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WE MAKE CAR DREAMS COME TRUE!

Sales: (877) 580-1692
Service: (877) 652-6990

Parts: (877) 664-1226
www.markportercdjr.com

Mark Porter Dodge

Mark Porter Dodge
308 E. Main St. Pomeroy, OH 45769 

Sales: (740) 444-4135
Service: (740) 444-4136

Sales: (866) 2307875
Service: (877) 462-6381

Parts: (888) 407-9938
www.markportergm.com www.markporterford.com

Mark Porter GM Mark Porter Ford

Mark Porter GM Mark Porter Ford
42411 Charles Chancey Dr.  Pomeroy, OH 45769 1360 Mayhew Road Jackson, OH 45640
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By Alex Hawley
ahawley@aimmediamidwest.com

ROCKSPRINGS, Ohio — 
loaded with experience and set 
for a new season.

The Meigs track and field 
team returns 11 girls and 18 
boys from last season, and the 
Maroon and Gold look for more 
success in 2018.

Back for a 24th straight 
season as head coach, Mike 
Kennedy noted the difficulty 
he’ll have replacing last year’s 
senior class, which included six 
regional qualifiers.

“I think we’ll be alright, but 
we’re a lot thinner than we were 
last year,” Coach Kennedy said. 
“I think it’ll be special if a sopho-
more steps up and fills some of 
those holes that we have. If we 
can get a good, well-rounded 
group of kids out there and they 
improve everyday, we’ll be in 
good shape.”

The lady Marauders — who 
finished tied for 25th in the state 
last season — have a pair of state 
qualifiers back in juniors Kassidy 
Betzing and Taylor Swartz.

“At the indoor meet it looked 
like Kassidy and Taylor had 
been practicing long jump all 
year long,” Coach Kennedy said. 
“They remembered everything 
they had to do last year, and it 
was impressive. They are really 
intelligent girls and they know 
what they have to do. They’ve 
both been working really hard.”

Betzing and Swartz were 
members of the lady Maraud-
ers’ 4x100m relay team that 
finished eight in the state.

Individually, Betzing was a 
quarter of an inch from a state 
championship in the long jump, 
and she settled for a runner-up 
finish as a sophomore.

“We’re shooting for the stars 
with her,” Coach Kennedy said 
of Betzing. “The girl who beat 
her graduated, so it’s Kassidy’s 
long jump to win. If she goes out 
and jumps the way that she did 
last year, even if she just adds a 
little bit, she’s going to be state 
champ.”

The MHS girls have four 
senior returnees in Carmen 

Doherty, Sydney Kennedy, 
Caitlyn Rest and Ariann Size-
more. Along with Betzing and 
Swartz, the lady Marauders 
return juniors Madison Cre-
means, lydia Edwards, Allison 
Hanstine and Caroline Roush 
from last season. Kati Brinker is 
the lone sophomore returnee for 
the lady Marauders.

The Maroon and Gold will 
welcome newcomers Mitchel 
Otieno, Kacie Ballard, Madison 
Fields, lillian Marcinko, Alexus 
Metheney, Alyssa leib, Marissa 
Searls and layla Walters. Fields, 
a junior, competed for Meigs in 

her freshman year.
last spring the lady Maraud-

ers were fifth in the Tri-Valley 
Conference Hocking Division, 
sixth in the district and 18th in 
the regional.

The MHS boys team returns 
six regional qualifiers, including 
three of the four members in each 
the 4x100m and 4x200m relays.

Juniors Jake Perry and Cole 
Adams were a part of both relay 
teams, fellow junior Zach Bar-
trum was a part of the 4x200m, 
while senior lane Cullums was 
on the 4x100m team. Seniors 
Bailey Caruthers and Devon 

Hawley were both regional 
qualifiers in the high jump.

“lane Cullums is going to 
help us in the shot put and 
4x100m,” said Coach Kennedy. 
“Bailey and Devon look great in 
the high jump and we’re looking 
to get some more points out 
of them in the hurdles and the 
relays. Zach Bartrum will prob-
ably move down and do more 
sprints, he did the 4x800m last 
year and I’m probably moving 
him down to do twos and fours 
this year. Jake Perry and Cole 
Adams are great sprinters.”

Marauders eyeing more postseason success

2018 MHS roSter

Player Grade
Girls
carmen Doherty......................Sr
Sydney Kennedy ......................Sr
Mitchel Otieno .........................Sr
caitlyn rest* ...........................Sr
Ariann Sizemore* ....................Sr
Kacie Ballard ............................Jr
Kassidy Betzing* .....................Jr
Madison cremeans* ...............Jr
Madison Fields ........................Jr
Lydia Edwards* ........................Jr
Allison hanstine* ....................Jr
Lillian Marcinko .......................Jr
caroline roush* ......................Jr
Taylor Swartz* .........................Jr
Kati Brinker* ............................So
Alyssa Leib ...............................Fr
Marissa Searls .........................Fr
Layla Walters ...........................Fr
Boys
Bailey caruthers* ....................Sr
Levi chapman* ........................Sr
Lane cullums* .........................Sr
Trenton Durst* .........................Sr
Devon hawley* ........................Sr
Theo McElroy* .........................Sr
riley Ogdin* .............................Sr
Trevor Smith* ..........................Sr
caleb Stanley* ........................Sr
cole Adams*............................Jr
Zach Bartrum* ........................Jr
cole Betzing* ..........................Jr
Joseph cotterill .......................Jr
cole Durst* ..............................Jr
Matt Jackson* .........................Jr
Jake Perry* ..............................Jr
Brian Ackley* ...........................So
Landon Acree* ........................So
christian Jones* ......................So
Gus Kennedy ...........................So
Magnus McDaniel ....................So
Andrew Ogle ............................So
Sean Ackley .............................Fr
Brody hawley ..........................Fr
head coach:
Mike Kennedy (24th season)
* — Indicates varsity returnee.

Alex hawley|OVP Sports
Pictured above are members of the 2018 Meigs boys track and field team. 
Sitting in the front row, from left, are Trenton Durst, Bailey Caruthers, 
Devon Hawley, Lane Cullums, Riley Ogdin, Caleb Stanley, Levi Chapman, 
Theo McElroy and Trevor Smith. Standing in the back row are Cole Durst, 
Gus Kennedy, Brody Hawley, Matt Jackson, Landon Acree, Cole Adams, Jake 
Perry, Zach Bartrum, Cole Betzing and Andrew Ogle.

Alex hawley|OVP Sports
Pictured above are members of the 2018 Meigs girls track and field team. 
Sitting in the front row, from left, are Kati Brinker, Alexus Metheney, 
Madison Fields, Lydia Edwards, Kacie Ballard and Madison Cremeans. 
Sitting in the middle row are Mitchel Otieno, Sydney Kennedy and Carmen 
Doherty. Standing in the back row are Alyssa Leib, Layla Walters, Caroline 
Roush, Lillian Marcinko, Kassidy Betzing and Taylor Swartz.

See MARAUDERS | 37
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By Alex Hawley
ahawley@aimmediamidwest.com

TUPPERS PlAINS, Ohio — 
If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it.

For the last eight seasons, 
the Eastern girls track and field 
team has been champion of the 
Tri-Valley Conference Hocking 
Division. In six of the last seven 
years, the lady Eagles have won 
the district title. As they enter 
the 2018 campaign, the Green 
and Gold are looking to stay at 
the front of the pack.

last season, the lady Eagles 
won nine separate events at the 
league meet, and won the cham-
pionship by 91 points. However, 
graduation took its toll, as the 
EHS girls team lost Alia Hayes, 
Sabrina lauer, Taylor Parker and 
laura Pullins. Hayes and Pullins 
were state qualifiers last spring.

Entering his 15th season as 
head coach of the lady Eagles 
is Josh Fogle, who noted the the 
difficult task that replacing that 
senior group will be.

“We figured it up last year, 
I think they scored 70-some 
points in the district meet,” 
Fogle said. “You take those away 
and people have to step up. We 
have 25 girls out this year, we 
have a lot of good girls return-
ing, a lot of state qualifiers in 
cross and track.”

Entering their fourth year of 
varsity track for the lady Eagles 
are seniors Morgain little, Jess 
Cook and Kaitlyn Hawk. Back for 
a third campaign are juniors Ally 
Durst, Rhiannon Morris, Kylee 
Tolliver and Katie Fink. Back for 

a second straight season is junior 
Hannah Hill, sophomores Jay-
mie Basham, Megan Ross, lexa 
Hayes and Rylee Haggy.

EHS track looking to stay at the top

2018 eHS roSter

Player Grade
Girls
Morgain Little* .............................Sr
Jess cook*....................................Sr
Kaitlyn hawk* ...............................Sr
Ally Durst* ....................................Jr
rhiannon Morris* .........................Jr
hannah hill* .................................Jr
Alyson Bailey ................................Jr
Kylee Tolliver* ...............................Jr
Katie Fick* ....................................Jr
Sylvia chuang ...............................Jr
Brayanna Wells .............................Jr
Jaymie Basham* ..........................So
Megan ross* ................................So
Lexa hayes* ..................................So
rylee haggy* ................................So
Ashton Guthrie .............................Fr
Alisa Ord .......................................Fr
McKenzie Long .............................Fr
Jenna chadwell ............................Fr
Kassie casto .................................Fr
Whitney Durst ...............................Fr
haylie Blankenship .......................Fr
Layna catlett ................................Fr
Alysa howard ................................Fr
Avary Mugrage .............................Fr
Boys
Tyler Davis* ..................................Sr
Blaise Facemyer ...........................Jr
Noah Browning .............................Jr
Mason Dishong.............................So
Brandon Baer* .............................So
Matt clingenpeel* ........................So
Michael Letson .............................So
Blake Newland ..............................Fr
Steven Fitzgerald ..........................Fr
head coach:
Josh Fogle (15th season)
* — Indicates varsity returnee.

Bartee Photography|courtesy Photo
Pictured above are members of the 2018 Eastern boys track and field team. 
Standing from left to right are Blake Newland, Blaise Facemyer, Steven 
Fitzgerald, Mason Dishong, Tyler Davis, Brandon Baer, Matt Clingenpeel and 
Michael Letson.

Bartee Photography|courtesy Photo
Pictured above are members of the 2018 Eastern girls track and field team. 
Kneeling in the front row, from left, are Haylie Blankenship, Kassie Casto, 
Whitney Durst, Jaymie Basham, Alysa Howard, Lexa Hayes, Megan Ross 
and Alisa Ord. Standing in the back row are Avary Mugrage, Sylvia Chuang, 
Rhiannon Morris, Ally Durst, Kaitlyn Hawk, Jess Cook, Morgain Little, Kylee 
Tolliver, Katie Fick, Hannah Hill and Layna Catlett.

See EHS TRACK | 44
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By Bryan Walters
bwalters@aimmediamidwest.com

POINT PlEASANT, W.Va. 
— They’re young, but at least 
most of them know what they’re 
doing.

The Point Pleasant track and 
field program is undergoing a 
bit of a youth movement in 2018 
as there are only two seniors on 
the entire varsity roster — both 
of which are on the boys squad.

But, despite the lack of over-
all senior leadership, both the 
Black Knights and lady Knights 
enter this spring with plenty of 
talent and experience as the Red 
and Black have a combined 13 
state qualifiers and 21 varsity 
returnees to a group that collec-
tively runs 41 members strong.

PPHS coach Matt Cottrill 
acknowledges that he not only 
wants that baker’s dozen return-
ing to laidley Field, but he’d like 
to see even more people joining 
that list by season’s end. It will 
take some patience and hard 
work, but Cottrill also feels as 
though it is an attainable goal 
for a lot of this roster.

“We have some experienced 
kids that have competed at 
states, and really that’s our goal 
again this year. We want to get 
as many athletes to laidley 
Field as we can from both teams 
… and we have enough potential 
to make that a reality,” Cottrill 
said. “There may not be a lot of 
quantity on the girls team, but 
there is a lot of quality there. 
There are a lot of new faces on 
the boys team, but a lot of the 
newcomers play another sport 
during another season … so 
there are some athletes in that 
group.”

The boys squad is nearly 
twice the size as the girls team, 
with the Black Knights return-
ing 14 athletes and six state 
qualifiers to a roster that goes 
28 deep. Twenty of those ath-
letes also come from the sopho-
more class, while there isn’t a 
single freshman on the team.

Seniors Alex Gibbs and Jesse 
Gleason both bring experience 
and leadership to the boys team. 
Juniors Cason Payne, luke Wil-
son and Eddie Mayes, as well as 

sophomores Brady Adkins, Ste-
ven Trent and Peyton Hughes, 
all bring a bit of leadership to 
the table after each qualified for 
the state tournament just one 
year ago.

Also returning from last year’s 
varsity squad are junior Trevon 
Franklin and sophomores 
Jovone Johnson, Caleb Higg, 
Isaac Daniels, Kaydean Eta and 
Zach Rediger.

The newcomers to the varsity 
roster are juniors Andrew Jones 
and Josh Wamsley, sophomores 
logan Southall, Gabriel Hall, 
Kade Oliver, Ethan Scott, Gar-
rett Hatten, Cohen Yates, Colton 
Pearson, Nick Parsons, Nazar 
Abbas, Nick leport and Aidan 
Sang.

The Black Knights had a 
14-year scoring streak at the 
state tournament snapped last 
spring.

The lady Knights — who lost 
2017 Class AA shot put and dis-
cus champion Aislyn Hayman to 
graduation — extended the pro-
gram’s state scoring streak to 14 
consecutive postseasons. Point 

Pleasant also has a state podium 
finisher returning in sophomore 
Sami Saunders after earning 
top-six finishes in both the high 
jump and the pole vault.

Point track a blend of youth, experience

MArch
23 Paul Wood INV ................... 5 p.m.
30 herbert hoover INV .......... 5 p.m.
APrIL
13 ritchie co. INV ...................5 p.m.
17 home Quad ........................4 p.m.
24 home Quad ........................4 p.m.
27 St. Marys INV ......................5 p.m.
30 GAhS at PPhS ...................4:30
MAy
9 region IV (Winfield) ...........TBA
18-19 WVSSAc (Laidley) ............TBA

2018 PPHS
 trAck ScHedule

2018 PPHS  
boyS trAck roSter

Name Grade
Alex Gibbs* ..............................Sr
Jesse Gleason* ........................Sr
cason Payne* ..........................Jr
Trevon Franklin* ......................Jr
Luke Wilson*............................Jr
Andrew Jones ..........................Jr
Josh Wamsley ..........................Jr
Eddie Mayes*...........................Jr
Brady Adkins* .........................So
Isaac Daniels*..........................So
Kaydean Eta* ...........................So
Peyton hughes* ......................So
Ethan Scott ..............................So
Garrett hatten .........................So
cohen yates .............................So
colton Pearson ........................So
Nick Parsons ............................So
Nazar Abbas ............................So
Nick Leport ..............................So
Steven Trent* ...........................So
Lee craig ..................................So
Zach rediger* .........................So
Aidan Sang ..............................So
Logan Southall .........................So
Gabriel hall ..............................So
Jovone Johnson*.....................So
caleb higg* .............................So
Kade Oliver ..............................So
head coach:
Dave Darst
* — Indicates varsity returnee.

2018 PPHS 
GirlS trAck roSter

Name Grade
Sydnee Moore* .......................Jr
Allison henderson* .................Jr
Teagan hay* ............................Jr
Madison hatfield* ...................Jr
Klarissa Plants .........................So
Ashley Staats* .........................So
Sami Saunders* ......................So
Grace Allensworth ...................So
hannah Gleason ......................So
Kaylee Morrow.........................Fr
caitlyn Thomas .......................Fr
Desiree Bailes ..........................Fr
Lexee Wray ...............................Fr
head coach:
 Matt cottrill
* — Indicates varsity returnee.

Bryan Walters|OVP Sports
Pictured are members of the 2018 Point Pleasant girls varsity track and 
field team. Standing in front, from left, are Kaylee Morrow, Sydnee Moore, 
Allison Henderson, Klarissa Plants, Caitlyn Thomas, Ashley Staats and 
Desiree Bailes. Standing in back are Teagan Hay, Hannah Gleason, Grace 
Allensworth, Sami Saunders, Madison Hatfield and Lexee Wray.

Bryan Walters|OVP Sports
Pictured are members of the 2018 Point Pleasant boys varsity track and 
field team. Sitting in front, from left, are Brady Adkins, Luke Wilson, Isaac 
Daniels, Peyton Hughes, Kaydean Eta, Ethan Scott, Garrett Hatten, Cohen 
Yates and Colton Pearson. Standing in middle are Nick Parsons, Nazar 
Abbas, Nick Leport, Steven Trent, Lee Craig, Zach Rediger, Josh Wamsley, 
Aidan Sang and Eddie Mayes. Standing in back are Cason Payne, Logan 
Southall, Trevon Franklin, Alex Gibbs, Jesse Gleason, Gabriel Hall, Jovone 
Johnson, Caleb Higg and Kade Oliver.

See POINT TRACK | 43
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By Alex Hawley
ahawley@aimmediamidwest.com

RACINE, Ohio — The South-
ern track and field team features 
21 athletes — 11 girls and 10 
boys — and the Purple and Gold 
have plenty of reasons to look 
forward to the 2018 season.

Southern has 14 athletes back 
from last season, and SHS will 
be led by fifth-year head coach 
Beth Bay.

“Track and field is more 
than a sport to my coaching 
staff, it’s the fundamentals and 
foundation of everything we do 
physically in our daily lives,” 
Bay said. “This year we have a 
pretty evenly dispersed group 
of athletes. leadership is a 
core concept for our team. I am 
excited for our four-year seniors, 
Conner Wolfe, Julia Montgom-
ery and larry Dunn, to step into 
these leadership roles and take 
on the life skills that come with 
leadership. Track and field will 
truly prepare these athletes for 
the new chapter in their lives.”

The lady Tornadoes will have 
to replace Tri-Valley Conference 
Hocking Division long jump 
champion Kamryn Smith, who 
graduated from last season’s 
team.

Along with Montgomery, the 
lady Tornadoes’ return juniors 
Kathryn Matson, Baylee Grue-
ser, Jackie Dailey and Mallory 
Johnson, as well as sophomores 
Baylee Wolfe, Addalynn Matson 
and Sydney Roush.

Baylee Wolfe was the lady 
Tornadoes’ top finisher at the 
district meet, finishing tied for 

seventh place in the high jump. 
The top league finisher return-
ing for the Purple and Gold is 
Roush, who was third in the 
3200m run.

The lady Tornadoes finished 
seventh in the TVC Hocking last 
season, while placing 25th in the 
district.

Newcomers for the SHS girls 
squad include senior Caitlin 
Theiss, junior Hannah lyons 
and sophomore Ciera Whitesell.

The Southern boys team only 
has one senior from last season 
to replace, in Jacob Weddle.

SHS track and field well-prepared for 2018

Alex hawley|OVP Sports
Pictured above are members of the 2018 Southern boys track and field team. 
Kneeling in the front row, from left, are Cody Campbell, Joey Weaver, Jared 
Koenig, and Chuck Stansberry. Standing in the back row are Larry Dunn, 
David Dunfee, Trey McNickle, Conner Wolfe and Gage Barrett.

2018 SHS roSter

Player Grade
Girls
Julia Montgomery* ................... Sr
caitlin Theiss ............................. Sr
Kathryn Matson* ....................... Jr
Baylee Grueser* ........................ Jr
Jackie Dailey* ............................ Jr
Mallory Johnson* ...................... Jr
hannah Lyons ............................ Jr
Addalynn Matson* .................... So
Sydney roush* .......................... So
ciera Whitesell ........................... So
Baylee Wolfe* ............................ So
Boys
Name ......................................... Grade
conner Wolfe* ........................... Sr
Dylan Smith* ............................. Sr
Larry Dunn* ............................... Sr
cody campbell .......................... Sr
David Dunfee* ........................... Jr
chuck Stansberry* ................... So
Trey McNickle ............................ So
Joey Weaver ............................... So
Gage Barrett* ............................ So
Jarod Koenig .............................. Fr
head coach:
Beth Bay (5th season)
* — Indicates varsity returnee.

Alex hawley|OVP Sports
Pictured above are members of the 2018 Southern girls track and field team. 
Kneeling in the front row, from left, are Hannah Lyons, Baylee Wolfe, Sydney 
Roush and Addalynn Matson. Standing in the back row are Baylee Grueser, 
Kathryn Matson, Caitlin Theiss, Jackie Dailey and Julia Montgomery.See SHS TRACK | 36

JD INJECTION
 SPECIALISTS, LLC

James E. Diddle 
Jdiddle@Jdinjectionspecialists.Com 

President/Owner

740-949-2512
Post O�  ce Box 369 
Racine, Ohio 45771

O
H

-7
00

34
12

1

Steven L. Story
Attorney at Law

www.storylawoffice.net
740-992-6624 • 1-800-327-6050
216 East Main Street, Suite 200  

PO Box 72 • Pomeroy, Ohio 45769
*Licensed in OH, WV & KY*

•Insurance Claims  •Personal Injury    
•Criminal Defense  •Family Law

STORY LAW OFFICE

O
H

-7
00

34
58

3



32
    

 2
01

8 
Sp

rin
g 

Sp
or

ts
 P

re
vi

ew

By Scott Jones
sjones@aimmediamidwest.com

MERCERVIllE, Ohio — 
Experience can go a long way.

The South Gallia High School 
track and field program’s 2018 
campaign will be met with a 
group of experienced members on 
its rosters as they welcome back a 
dozen returnees from last season.

The Rebels, who featured 30 
individuals on the team to open 
last season, was a squad com-
prised of 21 underclassmen. 

“We were mostly young last 
season,” SGHS assistant track 
coach Paul Polcyn said. “This 
season we have many returning 
runners and throwers. We have 
quite a group of sophomores 
and juniors returning from last 
season.”

The Red and Gold — who lost 
four seniors to graduation — 
feature a high return rate from 
last year’s squad and appear to 
be prepared for the sprints and 
hurdles that await them.

“First and foremost, we want 
the kids to have fun,” said Pol-
cyn. “We look for improvement 
and hard work. We as a coach-
ing staff want the kids to give 
their best ever single time, run 
their race and everything else 
will take care of itself. For exam-
ple, if you’re starting the season 
at a six minute mile there’s no 
reason why you can’t improve 
your time if you’re willing to put 
the best effort in throughout 
the season. We are looking for 
improvement.

Scott Jones|OVP Sports
Pictured are members of the 2018 South Gallia girls track and field team. 
Kneeling in the front row, from left, are Maddie Little, Alyssa Creemens, 
Olivia Harrison and Jess Luther. Standing in the back row are Alex Lu, Jaslyn 
Bowers and Sofia Ternovyk.

Scott Jones|OVP Sports
Pictured are members of the 2018 South Gallia boys track and field team. Sitting 
in the front row, from left, are Caleb Neal, Sviatoslov Hryhorenko, Kyle Northup 
and Jacob Neal. Standing in the back row are Griffin Davis, Garrett Frazee, Gavin 
Bevan, Chad Bostic and Justin Butler. Absent when the photo was taken were 
Dakota Bettis, Tanner Dennison, Tyler Bryan, Colton Bowers and Troy Watson.

South Gallia track more experienced for 2018

MArch
27 river Valley ....................... 4:30
31 NyhS rocky Boots 
 INV .................................... 9:30
APrIL
7 South Gallia INV ............... 10 a.m.
10 Gallia Academy ................ 4:30
14 Warren Warrior INV .......... 10 a.m.
20 Fairland ............................. TBA
27 South Point....................... TBA
MAy
2 TVc championship .......... TBA
8 Meigs Open ...................... 4:45

2018 SGHS trAck And 
field ScHedule

2018 SGHS boyS 
trAck roSter

Player Grade
caleb Neal* ............................... 10
Sviatoslav hryhorenko .............. 11
Kyle Northup* ........................... 11
Jacob Neal* ............................... 10
Griffin Davis ............................... 9
Garrett Frazee ............................ 9
Gavin Bevan* ............................. 11
chad Bostic* ............................. 11
Justin Butler* ............................ 11
Dakota Bettis * .......................... 12
Tanner Dennison* ..................... 11
Tyler Bryan ................................. 12
Troy Watson ............................... 12
head coach:
Paul Polcyn
* — Indicates varsity returnee.

2018 SGHS GirlS
 trAck roSter

Player Grade
Maddie Little .............................. 9
Alyssa cremeens*..................... 10
Olivia harrison* ......................... 10
Jess Luther* .............................. 11
Alex Lu ....................................... 12
Jaslyn Bowers*.......................... 10
Sofia Ternovyk ........................... 12
head coach:
Marcus Myers
* — Indicates varsity returnee.

See SGHS | 48
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By Bryan Walters
bwalters@aimmediamidwest.com

POINT PlEASANT, W.Va. 
— The numbers are down. The 
talent is not.

The Point Pleasant boys tennis 
team has seen its numbers drop 
from 10 to six over the past year, 
but that doen’t mean that the 
Black Knights are in a rebuilding 
mode.

In fact, the exact opposite 
could be said for the Red and 
Black as they enter the 2018 
campaign with five varsity 
returnees and over half of a line-
up that helped accumulate a 10-5 
mark just last spring.

Point Pleasant lost Andrew 
McComas to graduation, and it 
will again be a young squad as 
there is only one senior on the 
2018 varsity roster.

However, with just enough 
numbers and more than enough 
experience to get through the 
season, 11th-year PPHS coach 
John Fields is optimistic about 
what this spring can be.

“We have a state qualifier mov-
ing into our one spot this year 
and our top two player is back 
as well, plus five of the six are 
returning from a year ago — so 
we have some experienced kids,” 
Fields said. “We need some of 
the younger returnees to step up 
a little bit more this year, as well 
as our freshman, so we do have 
some room for growth. If this 
season can be half as good as last 
year and we can grow along the 
way, then it will be a success.”

Junior Dawson Wilson won 
the Region IV championship at 

third singles a year ago and made 
it to the semifinal round of the 
state tournament. Though tak-
ing the big leap to first singles, 
Wilson — a two-time letterwin-
ner — has plenty of experience 
to make the transition.

Sophomores Carson Chambers 
and Dylan Tayengco also bring 
valuable experience and talent 
back to the squad at the singles 
level, while senior Hayden Fetty 
and sophomore Nick Smith 
provide extra experience at the 
doubles level.

The newcomer to the varsity 
squad is freshman luke Blain, 
who figures into both the singles 
and doubles equation this spring.

Though he has higher hopes 
for some members of this roster, 
Fields believes that the key for 
this group will be continuing to 
grow throughout the course of 
the season — particularly against 
a challenging schedule that will 
test his troops for most of the 
regular season.

If they can handle the daily 
rigors of the schedule, Fields also 
believes that his players will be 
ready for whatever the tourna-

ment can throw at them.
“The key for this group will be 

learning from every match, win 
or lose,” Fields said. “If we can 
learn from our mistakes and con-
tinue to improve as the season 
goes along, then I believe we will 
be ready for the postseason. The 
talent is there for another state 
qualifier or two, but we have to 
be as much mentally prepared 
as we are physically. Again, it’s a 
relatively young group — but the 
possibilities are there.”

The Black Knights — who 
will play their home contests on 
campus at The Courts — will 
play three home and three road 
matches in March before opening 
a grueling every day schedule for 
the first two weeks in April.

Bryan Walters can be reached at 740-
446-2342, ext. 2101.

Black Knights aiming for more success

MArch
17 vs Logan, Scott .................. 10 a.m.
19 vs Winfield ......................... 4:30
24 at Scott .............................. 10 a.m.
26 vs Nitro .............................. 4:30
27 at Sissonville ..................... 4:30
28 at huntington SJ ............... 4:30
APrIL
9 at Poca ................................4:30
10 vs Lincoln county ..............4:30
11 vs huntington SJ ................4:30
12 at Winfield...........................4:30
13 vs Sherman ........................4:30
14 at Logan ..............................10 a.m.
16 vs ravenswood ..................4:30
17 vs Lincoln county ..............4:30
18 Nitro at WV State ...............4:30
19 vs Sissonville ......................4:30
20 vs chapmanville .................4:30
23 at ravenswood ...................4:30
MAy
3-4 regionals at Logan.............TBA

2018 PPHS boyS 
tenniS ScHedule

2018 PPHS boyS 
tenniS roSter

Name Grade
hayden Fetty* .........................Sr
Dawson Wilson* ......................Jr
Dylan Tayengco* .....................So
carson chambers* .................So
Nick Smith* .............................So
Luke Blain ................................Fr
head coach:
John Fields (11th season)
* — Indicates varsity returnee.

Bryan Walters|OVP Sports
Pictured are members of the 2018 Point Pleasant varsity boys tennis team. 
Standing, from left, are Carson Chambers, Luke Blain, Dawson Wilson and 
Dylan Tayengco. Absent from photo were Hayden Fetty and Nick Smith.

Good Luck
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By Bryan Walters
bwalters@aimmediamidwest.com

POINT PlEASANT, W.Va. — 
The possibilities are limitless … 
as long as the lady Knights are 
willing to work for them.

The Point Pleasant girls 
tennis team enters the 2018 
campaign with high hopes after 
returning six players from a 
squad that finished 8-7 a season 
ago while producing the pro-
gram’s fourth state qualifier in 
nine years.

The lady Knights have a half-
dozen players that have competed 
at the varsity ranks since they 
were all freshmen, with three of 
those returnees coming from both 
the senior and junior classes.

The Red and Black will also 
have four freshmen joining the 
varsity level for the first time, 
giving Point Pleasant more than 
enough depth to get through the 
rigors of a regular season.

As PPHS coach Kim Napora 
enters her 12th year with the 
program, the venerable men-
tor is eager to get the 2018 
campaign started with the abun-
dance of talent that she has to 
work with.

“We have strength and we 
have depth and we have experi-
ence,” Napora said. “Between 
our three seniors and our three 
juniors, all of them have gained 
skill, maturity and confidence in 
the offseason with a lot of extra 
work and preparation. I think 
these girls can go places and 
we’re excited to get the season 
under way.”

A trio of four-year starters 
will be in place to lead the lady 
Knights as seniors Danielle 
Marcum, Olivia Pyles and Bailey 
Barnett all return to singles play.

Barnett was a state semifinal-
ist a year ago in second singles 
and will be aiming for another 
trip to Charleston, while both 
Pyles and Marcum are hoping to 
break through and join the list of 
state qualifiers in PPHS history.

Juniors Sarah Deem, Caroline 
Foreman and Olivia Martin are 
also returning to the varsity 
roster for a third consecutive 
season, and each of those com-

petitors is also hoping for a suc-
cessful postseason run.

Those half-dozen players 
alone give the lady Knights a 
fighting chance on any given 
night, but Napora feels that the 
newcomers will also be capable 
of contributing to this program 
immediately — and later on 
down the road.

Joining the varsity ranks for 
the first time are freshmen Zoe 
Enos, Avery Richardson, Grace 
Teichman and Clairy Keefer.

Overall, Napora is very upbeat 
about the program — both now 
and for years to come.

“We have four promising 
freshmen that have all played 
at some level before, and work-
ing with these upperclassmen 
will be a huge boost for them 
knowledge-wise as the season 
progresses,” Napora said. “We 
feel good about this team’s 
depth and ability, and I also 
think the future of the program 
looks really good.

“We have the talent to accom-
plish some good things this 
year and we also have some 

underclassmen learning from 
proven veterans, which helps 
us both now and in the future. 
We’re looking for a lot of positive 
things from this group this year.”

Point Pleasant also has the 
benefit of an assistant coach 
with personal ties to the pro-
gram as former state qualifier 
Claire Cottrill will be helping 
Coach Napora and the lady 
Knights this spring.

The lady Knights — who 
will play their home contests on 

campus at The Courts — will 
play three home and three road 
matches in March before opening 
a grueling every day schedule for 
the first two weeks in April.

Bryan Walters can be reached at 740-
446-2342, ext. 2101.

Bryan Walters|OVP Sports
Pictured are members of the 2018 Point Pleasant varsity girls tennis team. Standing in front, from left, are Zoe Enos, 
Sarah Deem, Caroline Foreman, Olivia Martin and Avery Richardson. Standing in back are Grace Teichman, Danielle 
Marcum, Olivia Pyles, Bailey Barnett and Clairy Keefer.

Lady Knights have high hopes for 2018

MArch
17 vs Logan, Scott .................. 10 a.m.
19 vs Winfield ......................... 4:30
24 at Scott .............................. 10 a.m.
26 vs Nitro .............................. 4:30
27 at Sissonville ..................... 4:30
28 at huntington SJ ............... 4:30
APrIL
9 at Poca ................................4:30
10 vs Lincoln county ..............4:30
11 vs huntington SJ ................4:30
12 at Winfield...........................4:30
13 vs Sherman ........................4:30
14 at Logan ..............................10 a.m.
16 vs ravenswood ..................4:30
17 vs Lincoln county ..............4:30
18 Nitro at WV State ...............4:30
19 vs Sissonville ......................4:30
20 vs chapmanville .................4:30
23 at ravenswood ...................4:30
MAy
3-4 regionals at Logan.............TBA

2018 PPHS GirlS 
tenniS ScHedule

2018 PPHS GirlS 
tenniS roSter

Name Grade
Danielle Marcum* ...................Sr
Olivia Pyles* ............................Sr
Bailey Barnett* ........................Sr
Sarah Deem* ...........................Jr
caroline Foreman* ..................Jr
Olivia Martin* ..........................Jr
Zoe Enos ..................................Fr
Avery richardson ....................Fr
Grace Teichman .......................Fr
clairy Keefer ............................Fr
head coach:
Kim Napora (12th season)
* — Indicates varsity returnee.
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By Bryan Walters
bwalters@aimmediamidwest.com

 CENTENARY, Ohio — A little 
bit different than the norm, but 
the norm is still the main goal.

After years of dominating the 
now defunct Southeastern Ohio 
Athletic league, the Gallia Acad-
emy tennis team begins a new era 
in 2018 as the Blue and White 
will play an independent schedule.

The Blue Devils also find 
themselves in a somewhat dif-
ferent position for boys tennis 
this spring as they will have only 
three male participants on a 
10-strong roster.

Gallia Academy lost a world 
of experience in seniors Miles 
Cornwell, MiKayla Edelmann, 
Olivia Meadows and Jenelle Ste-
vens due to graduation, but the 
Blue and White still have four 
veterans coming back to guide 
this team through the next wave 
of the unknown.

Though this is perhaps his 
youngest team to date, sixth-year 
GAHS coach Randy Christian 
is optimistic that this group will 

not only grow as the season 
progresses … but also manage to 
have some success along the way.

“I want this group to play 
to the best of their abilities. 
Half of our team just started 
playing tennis for the first time 
two weeks ago and this will be 
the first year that we aren’t in 
a league, so we will compete 
against many of the schools that 
we have played in the past and 
we’re hoping to achieve a win-

ning record this season,” Chris-
tian said. “It will be difficult to 
pull off victories this year due to 
the lack of depth on our team, 
but I am encouraging our play-

ers to focus on their individual 
growth and performance this 
season.”

GAHS tennis a blend of youth, experience

2018 GAHS 
tenniS roSter

Name Grade
Pierce Wilcoxon* .....................Sr
Xindi Zheng ..............................Sr
Katilinn Fraley ..........................Sr
Thomas hamilton* .................Jr
Katie carpenter* .....................Jr
Brittany Masters......................Jr
Jayetta Newsome ....................Jr
Amane Sawamoto ...................So
Kirsten hesson* ......................So
Nick Mayes ..............................Fr
head coach:
randy christian (6th season)
* — Indicates varsity returnee.

Bryan Walters|OVP Sports
Pictured are members of the 2018 Gallia Academy varsity tennis team. 
Standing in front, from left, are Kirsten Hesson, Katie Carpenter, Katilinn 
Fraley, Xindi Zheng, Jayetta Newsome and Amane Sawamoto. Standing 
in back are GAHS coach Randy Christian, Pierce Wilcoxon, Nick Mayes, 
Brittany Masters, Thomas Hamilton and Joicy Liao.

See GAHS TENNIS | 40
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Along with Dunn and 
Conner Wolfe, returnees 
for the Tornadoes include 
senior Dylan Smith, juniors 
David Dunfee and Sean 
Myers, and sophomores 
Gage Barrett and Chuck 
Stansberry.

Conner Wolfe and Dunn 
finished second and third 
respectively in the 1600m 
at the league meet. Dunn 
turned in the best finish for 
the SHS boys at the district, 
finishing sixth in the 1600m.

The Tornadoes were 
seventh in the TVC Hocking 
and 16th in the district last 
season.

Newcomers to the SHS 
boys team are senior Cody 
Campbell, sophomores Joey 
Weaver and Trey McNickle, 
and freshman Jarod Koenig.

Southern will travel to 
Vinton County for the TVC 
Hocking championships on 
May 3. The Purple and Gold 
will compete in the district 

meet in the third week of 
May, at Southeastern High 
School. The Region 11 meet 
will be held at Fairfield Union 
High School the following 
week, with the ultimate goal 
of making it to the state meet 
at Jesse Owens Memorial 
Stadium on June 1 and 2.

Alex hawley can be reached at 740-
446-2342, ext. 2100.

senior, while Johnson and Wood 
each had one league honor in 
their careers.

“Those four seniors were 
four starters and they were very 
influential to where we got last 
year, but I think we have the 
guys to step in.” said Wickline. 
“We have some three-time let-
ter winners, then we have some 
younger kids that have experi-
ence from jay-vee ball and a little 
bit of varsity ball, and I think 
they’ll step in and help with 
pitching.

“I think our pitching is going 
to be key, if we can pitch it we’re 
going to be okay. There are 
some young guys that are going 
to develop with the reps.”

Returning for the Purple and 
Gold with three previous years 
of varsity experience are Garrett 
Wolfe, Dakota Kowell and logan 

Dunn. Back for a third varsity 
campaign are Dylan Smith, Billy 
Harmon, logan Drummer, Jen-
sen Anderson, Ryan Acree and 
Trey Wood.

Entering their second varsity 
season Southern are Auston Col-
burn, Joey Weaver, Coltin Park-
er, John Ginther, Cole Steele 
and Gage Shuler. Newcomers 
to the SHS program are fresh-
men Ryan laudermilt, lance 
Stewart, Josh Tanksley, Kyeger 
Roush and Jacob Milliron.

Of the 14 returnees, Smith, 
Harmon and Drummer were 
each all-league selections last 
season.

“We have kids coming back 
with lots of experience,” Wick-
line said. “They’re good leaders, 
Dylan, logan and Billy, and I 
think you’ll see some other guys 
step up and be good leaders. 
Maybe you won’t see it on the 
field, but vocally and picking the 
younger kids up, I think you’ll 
see that as the season goes on.”

The Purple and Gold were 
12-4 in the TVC Hocking last 

year, tying them with Eastern 
for second place behind Water-
ford.

“We’d like to finish in the 
top 2-or-3 in the league, I think 
that’s reasonable,” Wickline 
said. “We’re going to have to 
play some good baseball early. 
We’re a little bit younger team, 
hopefully our pitching can hold 
up and we can win 12 games in 
the league again.”

After winning the sectional 
crown last spring, the Torna-
does fell to Portsmouth Notre 
Dame by a 4-3 count in the dis-
trict semifinal.

In program history, the Torna-
does have 10 conference titles, 
21 sectional championships and 
a dozen district crowns.

In addition to 16 league con-
tests this season, Southern will 
also line up against River Valley, 
Meigs, Athens, Vinton County, 
South Point and Warren in non-
league tilts.

Alex hawley can be reached at 740-446-
2342, ext. 2100.

From page 5

Tornadoes 2018 SHS ScHedule

MArch
27 vs. Wahama ...................... 5 p.m.
29 at Federal hocking ........... 5 p.m.
31 at river Valley ................... noon
APrIL
2 at South Gallia .................. 5 p.m.
3 vs. Belpre .......................... 5 p.m.
5 at Eastern ......................... 5 p.m.
6 vs. Miller............................ 5 p.m.
7 vs. Meigs ........................... noon
9 at Trimble.......................... 5 p.m.
11 vs. Waterford .................... 5 p.m.
12 at Athens .......................... 5 p.m.
13 at Vinton county .............. 5 p.m.
14 at South Point .................. 5 p.m.
16 at Wahama ....................... 5 p.m.
17 vs. Federal hocking .......... 5 p.m.
19 vs. South Gallia ................. 5 p.m.
20 vs. Warren ......................... 5 p.m.
23 vs. Eastern ........................ 5 p.m.
25 at Miller ............................. 5 p.m.
27 vs. Trimble ........................ 5 p.m.
30 at Waterford ..................... 5 p.m.
MAy
2 at Belpre ........................... 5 p.m.

will be getting some innings in 
there for the younger kids, to 
keep them interested.”

Newcomers to the SHS 
varsity include senior Jolisha 
Ervin, juniors Abby Cummins 
and Baylee Grueser, sophomores 
Avery King, Sydney Adams and 
Kaitlyn Delacruz, and freshmen 
Jordan Hardwick, Caitlyn Seth 
and Abby Rizer.

“leadership and chemistry, 
that’s what we’ve stressed all 
preseason,” Crisp said. “We 
need to have that chemistry. I 
told them about the ‘13 season 
when we went to regionals. We 
probably didn’t have the best 
team that year, but the girls 
played together well, got along 
and had chemistry on the field, 
and I think that’s what it’s going 
to take.”

last season, the lady Torna-
does finished with a 9-7 league 
record and placed tied for fifth in 
the Tri-Valley Conference Hocking 
Division. SHS was one of the only 
two league teams to defeat TVC 

Hocking champion Wahama.
“I think you’re talking Eastern 

and Belpre at the top, I think 
we could be right there with 
them if things fall well,” Crisp 
said of his league expectations. 
“Wahama has a good offensive 
team. They lost their pitching 
from last year so it depends on 
what they have coming back on 
the mound. I think its us four 
at the top, but you never know, 
Trimble has been right there 
year in and year out.”

The lady Tornadoes have to 
replace three seniors from last 
season in Katie Barton, Sierra 
Cleland and Haley Musser.

After winning the sectional 
title, the Southern’s postseason 
was ended in the district semifi-
nal, with a 12-8 loss to leesburg 
Fairfield. last year was the lady 
Tornadoes’ only season in the 
last six years with a final record 
below .500.

In addition to 16 league tilts 
this spring, Southern is sched-
uled for non-league bouts with 
Meigs, River Valley, Athens, 
Ravenswood and Roane County.

Alex hawley can be reached at 740-446-
2342, ext. 2100.

From page 13

Lady T
MArch
27 at Meigs ............................ 4:30
31 at Nelsonville-york............ 9:30
APrIL
3 at river Valley ................... 4:30
10 at Athens .......................... 4:30
17 at Meigs relays ................ 4:30
24 at river Valley ................... 4:30
28 at Marietta ........................ 10 a.m.
APrIL
25 at Miller ............................. 5 p.m.
27 vs. Trimble ........................ 5 p.m.
30 at Waterford ..................... 5 p.m.
MAy
3 at Vinton county 
 TVc hocking meet ........... 4 p.m.
8 at Meigs ............................ 4:45

2018 SHS ScHedule

From page 31

SHS Track
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Also returning from last year’s 
MHS squad are seniors levi 
Chapman, Trenton Durst, Theo 
McElroy, Riley Ogdin, Trevor 
Smith and Caleb Stanley, juniors 
Cole Betzing, Cole Durst and Matt 
Jackson, and sophomores landon 
Acree and Christian Jones.

Newcomers for the Maraud-
ers are Joseph Cotterill, Gus 
Kennedy, Magnus McDaniel, 
Andrew Ogle, Sean Ackley and 
Brody Hawley.

The MHS boys squad was 
third in the TVC Ohio, fourth in 
the district and tied for 27th in 
the regional last year.

“I think that these guys just 
have to put in the effort,” Coach 
Kennedy said. “It seems strange 
to me, we were in practice and 
I’m telling them to do stuff, and 
they were doing it without com-
plaint. I think if they continue to 
put in the time, people are going 
to set records and accomplish 
what they want to accomplish.”

Meigs will compete in the 
TVC Ohio meet at Athens on 

May 2. The 2018 postseason 
begins on May 15 at Meigs’ 
home track. The Region 7 meet 
will be on May 24 and 26 at 
Muskingum University, with 
the goal being the state meet 
on June 1 and 2 at Jesse Owens 
Memorial Stadium.

lex hawley can be reached at 740-446-
2342, ext. 2100.

Meigs was 9-3 in the league 
last spring, finishing runner-
up to Athens.

After an opening round vic-
tory over Jackson in the 2017 
Division II sectional tourna-

ment, the Marauders were 
ousted by top-seeded Marietta 
in the sectional title game.

When the 2018 postseason 
begins, the Marauders will be 
back in Division III, where 
they last competed in 2013.

Alex hawley can be reached at 740-
446-2342, ext. 2100.

OH-70035742
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636 EAST MAIN STREET POMEROY, OH 45769

www.ThePharmacy4u.com

SwiSher & LohSe 
Pharmacy

740-992-2955
636 eaSt main Street Pomeroy, oh 45769

www.ThePharmacy4u.com
60564368

MArch
27 home quad ...................... 4:45
30 at Jackson 
 Invitational ...................... 4:30
31 at Nelsonville-york
 rocky Brands 
 Invitational ...................... 9:30
APrIL
3 at Gallia Academy ........... 4:30
6 at Logan Mingo 
 relays .............................. 4:30
10 at Jackson ....................... 4:30
14 at Warren 
 Invitational ...................... 10 a.m.
17 Meigs relays ................... 4:45
24 at Alexander .................... 4:30
26 at Vinton county 
 Invitational ...................... TBA
MAy
2 at Athens TVc Ohio
 championships ............... 4:30
8 Meigs Open ..................... 4:45

2018 MHS ScHedule

From page 28

Marauders

MArch
24 vs. Fort Loramie at 
 Gastineau Field ................ 3 p.m.
27 at Piketon ......................... 5 p.m.
28 at Alexander ..................... 5 p.m.
30 vs. Jackson ....................... 5 p.m.
31 vs. Warren (Dh) ................ 11 a.m.
APrIL
2 vs. Athens ......................... 5 p.m.
4 at river Valley ................... 5 p.m.
5 at Parkersburg 
 South ................................ 6:30
7 at Southern ...................... noon
9 vs. Wellston ....................... 5 p.m.
10 vs. Marietta ....................... 5 p.m.
11 at Vinton county .............. 5 p.m.
13 vs. Nelsonville-york .......... 5 p.m.

14 at Philo .............................. 11 a.m.
16 at Athens .......................... 5 p.m.
17 at Point Pleasant .............. 7 p.m.
18 vs. river Valley .................. 5 p.m.
20 vs. Alexander .................... 5 p.m.
21 vs. Parkersburg 
 South ................................ 2 p.m.
23 at Wellston ........................ 5 p.m.
24 vs. Gallia Academy ........... 5 p.m.
25 vs. Vinton county ............. 5 p.m.
27 at Nelsonville-york............ 5 p.m.
30 at Jackson ........................ 5 p.m.
MAy
3 at Gallia Academy ............ 5 p.m.
4 vs. Marietta at 
 Marietta college ............... 7 p.m.

2018 MHS ScHedule

From page 8

Meigs
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The Blue Devils will look 
to their veterans to help set 
the tone, starting with senior 
Pierce Wilcoxon — a former 
state qualifier and four-time 
starter with the program. 
Juniors Thomas Hamilton 
and Katie Carpenter, as well 
as sophomore Kirsten Hes-
son, are also returning to the 
varsity ranks.

The newcomers to the 
varsity squad include seniors 
Xindi Zheng and Katilinn 
Fraley, juniors Amane Sawam-
ato, Brittany Masters and Jay-
etta Newsome, and freshman 
Nick Mayes.

Gallia Academy won nine 
league titles during its time in 
the SEOAl, including cham-
pionships in four of the last 
five seasons.

With no league crown to 
play for and a roster that is 

full of promising newcomers, 
the biggest goal for the Blue 
Devils this year will simply 
be to carry on a tradition of 
playing quality tennis … or 
at least that is what Coach 
Christian is looking for.

“After being at the top for 
the past five seasons, it will 
be a real challenge to main-
tain that level of play this 
season. However, I expect 
we will give our opponents 
everything that we’ve got in 
traditional Blue Devil fash-
ion.

“Success is not always 
measured just in wins. I con-
sider true success growing as 
an individual by competing 
and learning a game that you 
can play for a lifetime.”

Six of the Gallia Academy’s 
13 matches this season will 
be played at home, including 
both March contests. The 
Blue Devils will also play 
home-and-home matches 
against Ironton, Jackson, 
Marietta, Athens, Unioto and 

logan, as well as a single 
meeting at Washington Court 
House.

Bryan Walters can be reached at 740-
446-2342, ext. 2101.

MArch
23 vs Ironton ...........................4:30
26 vs Marietta .........................4:30
APrIL
2 at Athens ............................4:30
3 at Logan ..............................4:30
5 vs Jackson ..........................4:30
9 at Washington ch ..............4:30
10 vs Unioto.............................4:30
12 at Marietta ..........................4:30
16 vs Athens ............................4:30
17 At Ironton ...........................4:30
24 at Unioto .............................4:30
26 at Jackson ..........................4:30
27 vs Logan .............................4:30

2018 GAHS tenniS 
ScHedule

From page 35

GAHS Tennis

MArch
24 South Point relays .............4:30
27 Jackson Open.....................4:30
APrIL
3 GAhS relays ......................4:30
6 chesapeake INV .................4:30
10 Gallia co. Meet 
 (at GA) ................................4:30
14 Parkersburg INV .................4:30
17 Meigs relays ......................4:30
20 Fairland INV ........................4:30
24 Point Pleasant Open ..........4:30
30 Battle/Anchor 
 (at PP) ................................4:30
MAy
8 Athens Open ......................4:30
12 OVc Meet (at IhS) .............4:30

2018 GAHS trAck 
ScHedule

2018 GAHS boyS
trAck roSter

Name Grade
Ezra Blain* ...............................Sr
Kobe cochrane* ......................Sr
Oliver Davies* ..........................Sr
caleb Greenlee* ......................Sr
Kyle Greenlee*.........................Sr
Braden Jamora* ......................Sr
Jonas Mccreedy*....................Sr
Nathan Mitchell* .....................Sr
cody rodgers* ........................Sr
Blake Woods ............................Sr
Francesco russo .....................Jr
Nicholas Sheets* ....................Jr
cory call ..................................Jr
Lane Pullins .............................Jr
John Stout ...............................So
cole rose* ...............................So
Logan Blouir* ..........................So
ryan Donosky* ........................So
Spencer harris ........................So
Ian hall* ...................................So
Ethan Lawler ............................So
Zach Loveday...........................So
Evan rodgers ...........................So
Grant Smith* ...........................So
Brant rocchi ............................Fr
chancey Odom ........................Fr
coen Duncan ...........................Fr
Aryan cox ................................Fr
Jarrell Scott .............................Fr
riley Starnes ...........................Fr
head coach:
head coach: Paul close
* — Indicates varsity returnee.

We think this group will make a 
lot of progress this year.”

Though the Blue Devils aren’t 
typical the scales with numbers, 
the 30-strong roster does pro-
vide plenty of depth over the 
course of 17 events. Gallia Acad-
emy also has a bit more balance 
in its roster, with 14 members 
coming from the upper two 
grade levels to go along with 
only six freshmen.

The Blue Devils will look to 
their 11 seniors and a baker’s 
dozen-full of varsity returnees 
for leadership over the course 
of the season, which should aid 
the newcomers in adjusting to 
varsity competition.

Coming back to the boys team 
are seniors Ezra Blain, Kobe 
Cochrane, Oliver Davies, Caleb 
Greenlee, Kyle Greenlee, Braden 
Jamora and Jonas McCreedy, 
junior Nicholas Sheets, and 
sophomores logan Blouir, Ryan 
Donosky, Ian Hill, Cole Rose 
and Grant Smith.

Joining the varsity squad for 
the first time are seniors Nathan 
Mitchell, Cody Rodgers, John 
Stout and Blake Woods, juniors 
Cory Call, lane Pullins and 
Francesco Russo, sophomores 
Spencer Harris, Ethan lawler, 
Zach loveday and Evan Rodg-
ers, and freshmen Aryan Cox, 
Coen Duncan, Chancey Odom, 
Brant Rocchi, Jarrell Scott and 
Riley Starnes.

GAHS boys coach Paul Close 
believes that the 2018 campaign 
can be a successful one, given 
both the quantity and quality of 
this group.

“We’ve got some new faces 
and a little extra firepower to 
go along with our returning let-
terwinners, so we’ll be looking 
to make a little more of a push 
this year … both in league and 
in districts,” Close said. “We’ve 
got some good numbers and 
good athletes, but we’ll need the 
entire season to get us ready for 
where we need to be by the time 
the OVC and district meets roll 
around. We’re excited to get this 
season under way.”

As Gallia Academy begins 
preparation for the OVC meet at 

Ironton on May 12, the Blue and 
White will have a pair of home 
meets this spring — including 
the Gallia County meet on April 
10. GAHS will also participate 
in larger meets at South Point, 
Chesapeake, Parkersburg, 
Meigs, Fairland and Athens 
along the way.

Bryan Walters can be reached at 740-
446-2342, ext. 2101.

From page 24

GAHS

From page 12

Angels

“These girls play travel ball 
in the offseason, so they are a 
competitive group. We have some 
speed coming into the program 
from the freshman class, plus we 
have Copley and Meadows both 
returning to the circle,” Stanley 
said. “Our biggest goal is to con-
tinue to improve from day one and 
build some camaraderie between 
these girls as the season goes on. 
Hopefully we’ll be chasing after a 
league title along the way.”

Besides their regular demand-
ing schedule against OVC 
squads, the Blue Angels will also 
face Oak Hill, Alexander, Athens, 
Jackson, Piketon, River Valley, 
Vinton County and Meigs in non-
conference matchups.

Gallia Academy will also host 
its own weekend tournament on 
April 21.

Bryan Walters can be reached at 740-
446-2342, ext. 2101.
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“If our experienced 
guys can get the new-
comers up to speed 
at the varsity level, 
we have a real chance 
to have a successful 
season. That will 
really be a key for us, 
getting everyone on 
the same page at this 
level. We have the tal-
ent, but it takes more 
than talent to win 
games at the varsity 
level.”

Besides the testing 
OVC schedule, the 
Blue Devils have big 
non-league contests 
against Maysville, 
Point Pleasant, Athens, 
Jackson, Piketon, River 
Valley, Wellston, Vinton 
County and Meigs.

Bryan Walters can be 
reached at 740-446-2342, 
ext. 2101.

From page 3

Devils

The lady Knights have three 
of their four all-state selections 
returning from a year ago, 
including senior pitcher leah 
Cochran, senior third baseman 
Kelsie Byus and junior catcher 
Tanner King.

Also returning to the varsity 
squad are seniors Kelsey Price, 
Rachael Grimm and lila Beattie, 
junior Hannah Smith, and sopho-
mores Peyton Jordan, Shala 
Swain and Izabella King.

Those 11 players all played 
vital roles in some way or anoth-
er during last spring’s regional 
run, and that experience will play 
a big in part in helping getting 
eight newcomers up to speed at 
the varsity level.

Joining the lady Knights 
varsity squad for the first time 
are senior Kenzie Roush, juniors 
Vannessa Clark and Kauri Porter, 
sophomores Kassidy Jordan, 
Amber Hatfield and Carlee Sang, 
and freshman Madilyn Keefer.

Higginbotham is hoping that 
his veterans, first-year starters 
and first-year players can all find 
a cohesiveness that will allow the 
lady Knights to maintain a tradi-
tional level of success.

He also notes that it’s a long 
year and everyone needs to pull 
their own weight to ensure that 
this program continues its win-
ning ways.

“We have some proven veterans 
and some good leaders in that 
senior class, but those underclass-
men that dressed last year really 
need to step up when they get 
their chance and make the most 
of it,” Higginbotham said. “We’ve 
been fortunate to have 20-win 
seasons and make trips to region-
als over the last few years, and 
it’s going to take everyone on this 
roster for us to get back in that 
spot. We have 32 games to get 
ready for the postseason and we 
need to make the most of it.”

The lady Knights will play 
eight of their first dozen games of 
the regular season at home.

Bryan Walters can be reached at 740-446-
2342, ext. 2101.

From page 15

Knights

“These guys are hungry, main-
ly because of what we struggled 
through last year. They have 
taken the initiative to do some-
thing about making sure that we 
don’t go through another season 
like the last one,” Blain said. “We 
have some talented players and 
we have some experience, but 
we really need to develop some 
players along the way if we really 
want to be a solid overall team.

“We have three seniors and we 
are a junior-heavy team, but we 
also have a lot of underclassmen 
that we need to make contribu-
tions if we are going to reach our 
potential. We’ve improved a great 
deal through a lot of hard work 
in the offseason, but we still have 
a lot of hard work to put in if we 
want to be a better baseball team.”

Point Pleasant will play its first 
three games and five of its first 
nine contests of the year at home.

Bryan Walters can be reached at 740-446-
2342, ext. 2101.

From page 4

PPHS

Servicing: Gallia, Jackson, Vinton, Meigs, Lawrence, 
Athens, Hocking, Morgan, Washington & Perry Counties in Ohio

Quality…Con� dence….Caring
Locally Owned & Operated, Established 1999

Medicare & Medicaid Certi� ed

• Lymphedema Th erapy
• Certifi ed Wound Care
• Telemonitoring
• Medpartner Medication 
   Management
• Anodyne Th erapy
• IV Th erapy
• 24/7 Nurse On Call
• Skilled Nursing, 
   Physical Th erapy, 
   Home Health Aides
• Passport Services

Gallipolis, Ohio 740-441-1393
Athens, Ohio 740-249-4219

www.ovhh.org

101 Jackson Pike, Gallipolis, Ohio
740-446-2206 www.medshoppe.org

 • RESPIRATORY SERVICES
 • MEDICAL EQUIPMENT 
 • MEDICAL SUPPLIES
OHIO: GALLIA, JACKSON, LAWRENCE,MEIGS, 
ATHENS AND VINTON
WEST VIRGINIA: MASON COUNTY

Good Luck this Season!

O
H
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42

3

NOE & SAUNDERS
LAW OFFICE

Good Luck!!

Andrew James Noe
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Brynn Saunders Noe
ATTORNEY AT LAW

19 Locust Street, Lower Level
Gallipolis, Ohio

740-446-9356
Noe.and.Saunders@gmail.com

OH-70034261
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And despite the heavy losses to 
graduation, Jeffers will be looking 
to his seniors and his returnees 
to help mold this team into more-
consistent winner.

“I’m looking for an above .500 
season out of this group and I 
really think we have the talent and 
ability to be playing in a district 
game this year,” Jeffers said. “This 
group of upperclassmen is hungry 
to get back to the districts after 
being there when they started at 
the varsity level, so I think they are 
ready to help us take that next step 
forward.”

The return of seniors Evan 
Justus, Will Edgar, Jack Farley and 
K.C. Collins, as well as sophomore 
Colton Gilmore and the junior 
duo of Wyatt Halfhill and Andrew 
Mershon, will play a vital role in 
growth of this group due to their 
varsity experience — something 
that there just isn’t an abundance 
of entering the year.

The newcomers to the var-

sity squad are senior Zach Stein, 
juniors Cameron Hess, Seth 
McDonald, Derek Johnson, Chase 
Kemper, Noah Meerwinck and 
Zach Jones, sophomores Chase 
Caldwell and Matthew Mollohan, 
and freshmen Dalton Jones, Seth 
Bowman, Alex Euton, Joel Horner, 
Blaine Cline and Brice Petitt.

The sooner that the first-timers 
can get acclimated to their new 
surroundings, the sooner that 
Jeffers believes that this team can 
start competing on a regular basis.

The seventh-year frontman is 
certain that having 22 kids com-
peting for nine spots will definitely 
help advance the maturation pro-
cess.

“The numbers are a huge advan-
tage for us just simply because of 
the competitiveness it brings out 
every day in practice,” Jeffers said. 
“It tends to make the kids work 
harder and continue to improve, 
which only helps the collective 
group.

“This is one of the hardest work-
ing groups that I’ve ever had and 
they also work really well together. 
If we can all get up to speed at the 
varsity level, I think we can really 

be a good baseball team. I do have 
some high hopes for these guys.”

Besides the TVC Ohio sched-
ule, the Raiders have non-league 
contests with Hannan, Oak Hill, 
South Point, Southern, Westfall, 

Gallia Academy, Belpre, Pike 
Eastern, Ironton Saint Joseph and 
South Gallia.

Bryan Walters can be reached at 740-
446-2342, ext. 2101.

MArch
24 vs hannan (Dh) ............... 1 p.m.
27 at Oak hill ......................... 5 p.m.
29 at South Point .................. 5 p.m.
31 vs Southern ...................... noon
APrIL
2 at Nelsonville-york............ 5 p.m.
4 vs Meigs ............................ 5 p.m.
5 vs Westfall (at VA) ............ 5 p.m.
6 at Vinton county .............. 5 p.m.
9 vs Athens .......................... 5 p.m.
11 at Wellston ........................ 5 p.m.
13 vs Alexander ..................... 5 p.m.
14 at Gallia Academy ............ 2 p.m.
16 vs Nelsonville-york ........... 5 p.m.
18 at Meigs ............................ 5 p.m.
23 at Athens .......................... 5 p.m.
24 vs Pike Eastern ................. 5 p.m.
25 vs Wellston........................ 5 p.m.
27 at Alexander ..................... 5 p.m.
30 vs Vinton county .............. 5 p.m.
MAy
2 vs Ironton SJ .................... 5 p.m.
4 vs South Gallia ................. 5 p.m.
5 at Westfall ......................... noon

2018 rVHS 
bASebAll ScHedule

2018 rVHS 
bASebAll roSter

No. Name Grade
2 chase Kemper ...............Jr
4 Zach Jones .....................Jr
5 colton Gilmore* .............So
6 Noah Meerwinck ............Jr
7 Evan Justus* ..................Sr
9 K.c. collins* ...................Sr
10 Seth Bowman .................Fr
11 Seth McDonald ..............Jr
12 Will Edgar*......................Sr
13 Jack Farley*....................Sr
14 Matthew Mollohan .........So
15 Derek Johnson ...............Jr
18 cameron hess ...............So
19 Brice Petitt .....................Fr
21 Andrew Mershon* ..........Jr
22 Joel horner.....................Fr
23 Alex Euton ......................Fr
24 Zach Stein ......................Sr
25 Wyatt halfhill* ................Jr
26 Blaine cline ....................Fr
27 chase caldwell ...............So
29 Dalton Jones ..................Fr
head coach:
Bobby Jeffers (7th season)
* — Indicates varsity returnee.

From page 9

Raiders

River Valley, however, is far from 
a bare cupboard, as the program 
boasts 28 varsity returnees and 54 
total athletes — 27 on each squad 
— headed into the 2018 campaign.

In still having a wealth of tal-
ented veterans and plenty of prom-
ising new faces, fifth-year RVHS 
coach Brent Smith is optimistic 
that this spring can be a productive 
one — as long as the kids continue 
working to improvement.

“Our numbers are good on both 
sides and we have a lot of return-
ees and seniors to work with, but 
we also lost some really talented 
athletes to graduation last year,” 
Smith said. “We have some big 
shoes to fill in regards to compet-
ing at a high level, but we also have 
a lot of new blood coming into 
help make the transition a little 
smoother.

“I think we are a little younger 
on the girls side of things, but 
there are some talented kids on 
both rosters. We’ll just have to 
keep working as the season goes 

on to see just how good we really 
can be.”

The boys are a little deeper 
in terms of experience with 17 
athletes returning from a year ago, 
including regional qualifiers in 
senior Nathaniel Abbott and junior 
Eric Weber.

The Raiders are also bringing 
back seniors George Rickett, Ryan 
Johnson and Tyler Coen, juniors 
Rory Twyman, layne Fitch, Caleb 
McKnight and Ty VanSickle, and 
sophomores Noah Patterson, Ryan 
Snyder, Jared Reese, Cole Young, 
Cole Thaxton, Darian Peck, Bran-
don Call and Derek Reese.

The newcomers to the boys 
varsity squad include seniors Wyatt 
Bragg and Drew Penwell, juniors 
Austin Beaver and Connor Phoe-
nix, sophomores Dawson Russell, 
Jordan Burns, Alden Smith and 
Caleb Hines, and freshman Kaleb 
Dewitt.

The lady Raiders have 11 
athletes returning to the varsity 
squad, including a pair of regional 
qualifiers in junior Kelsey Brown 
and sophomore Savannah Reese.

Also returning to the girls squad 
will be seniors Kenzie Baker, Jenna 
Burke, Sarah Moffett and Maddee 

Tabor, juniors Rakia Penick and 
Madisyn Burd, and sophomores 
Evalena Ehman, Gabrielle Gibson 
and Elisabeth Moffett.

Joining the lady Raiders var-
sity team for the first time are 
senior Rayanna Adkins, juniors 
Abby Stout, Kabria Pleasant and 
lexi Stout, sophomore Hannah 
Thomas, and freshmen Brooklynn 
Wagers, Hannah Culpepper, Starr 
VanFossen, Breanna Taylor, Kat-
lyn Clark, Sierra Phoenix, Taylor 
Huck, Sydnee Runyon and Camron 
Miller.

Smith acknowledges that his 
squads will likely be better in some 
events than others early on, but 
having the collective numbers to 
get multiple entrants in each event 
will make for stronger TVC and 
postseason showings.

And in a year that’s more about 
reloading than rebuilding, Smith 
is hoping that progression will end 
up being the case.

“We’re hoping we’ll be competi-
tive in the TVC Ohio and at dis-
tricts, although we might not be as 
talented overall as we were a year 
ago,” Smith said. “We have some 
events that we will be solid in and 
we have some events that we are 

looking to improve in as the season 
progresses. If we can keep growing 
and improving as the year moves 
along, then I see good things for 
these kids by season’s end. It just 
comes down to working for it.”

River Valley will host a trio of 
tri-meets and will also compete 
locally in events at South Gallia, 
Gallia Academy and Meigs. The 
Silver and Black will also take part 
in a pair of larger invitationals at 
Fairland and Warren.

Bryan Walters can be reached at 740-
446-2342, ext. 2101.

MArch
27 home tri-meet ...............4:30
30 Jackson INV ...................4:30
APrIL
3 home tri-meet ...............4:30
7 South Gallia INV .............10 a.m.
10 Gallia co meet (at GA) ...4:30
14 Warren INV .....................10 a.m.
17 Meigs relays ..................4:30
20 Fairland INV ....................5:30
24 home tri-meet ...............4:30
May
3 TVc championships ......TBA
8 Meigs INV .......................4:30

2018 rVHS 
trAck ScHedule

From page 21

River Valley
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Besides Saunders, the lady 
Knights also have six state 
qualifiers and a half-dozen var-
sity returnees from last year’s 
team.

Juniors Sydnee Moore, Alli-
son Henderson, Teagan Hay 
and Madison Hatfield, along 
with sophomores Ashley Staats 
and Victoria Allensworth, are 
back for another shot at com-
peting at laidley Field.

That experience will also 
prove vital to the six newcom-

ers to the varsity level, particu-
larly if the lady Knights hope 
to add to their state qualifier 
total.

Joining the varsity team are 
sophomores Klarissa Plants 
and Hannah Gleason, as well 
as freshmen Kaylee Morrow, 
Caitlyn Thomas, Desiree Bailes 
and lexee Wray.

Cottrill acknowledges that 
it will take some time for both 
groups to get acclimated to one 
another, but Cottrill believes 
that the 2018 campaign could be 
memorable — as long as the ath-
letes are willing to work for it.

“We’ll definitely need the 
regular season to find out what 

all we really have, but I do 
think that both groups have 
some good things coming this 
spring,” Cottrill said. “We’re 
excited to get to work and see 
what we can get done with 
these kids.”

Point Pleasant opens its 
2018 campaign with the annual 
Paul Wood Memorial at Ohio 
Valley Bank Track and Field 
on March 23. PPHS will host a 
pair of quad meets in April and 
also hosts the annual Battle for 
the Anchor meet against Gallia 
Academy on April 30.

Bryan Walters can be reached at 740-
446-2342, ext. 2101.

From page 30

Point Track
From page 18

Lady Raiders

“These girls are tough and 
tough-minded, so they aren’t 
afraid of some competition,” 
Roberts said. “We have some 
talented girls that play the 
game the right way … and 
that’s probably the biggest 
positive about this group this 
year. We’re really looking 
for some good things this 
season.”

The lady Raiders open the 
season with a doubleheader 
against Hannan, but then play 
six of their next nine outings 
on the road.

Besides its TVC Ohio sched-
ule, River Valley will also face 
Glenwood, Federal Hocking, 
Symmes Valley, Southern, 
Fairland, Grace Christian, Gal-
lia Academy, Pike Eastern and 
South Gallia in non-conference 
contests.

Bryan Walters can be reached at 740-
446-2342, ext. 2101.
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SaundersIns.com 
740.446.0404
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Cook, Durst and Basham were 
regional qualifiers last season.

“All of the girls returning are 
going to play a big part,” Fogle 
said. “We’re looking for a lot 
of these girls who’ve been here 
2-or-3 years, who may not have 
ran because of the group we 
had. Now they’re going to have 
to step up and take the place of 
the seniors that graduated.”

Newcomers for the EHS girls 
team include juniors Alyson 
Bailey, Sylvia Chuang, Brayanna 
Wells, and freshmen Ashton 
Guthrie, Alisa Ord, McKenzie 
long, Jenna Chadwell, Kassie 
Casto, Whitney Durst, Haylie 
Blankenship, layna Catlett, 
Alysa Howard and Avary 
Mugrage.

“We have a lot of young girls 
but Coach (Sam) Thompson 
has done a great job in the 
junior high, so they know what’s 

expected of them,” said Fogle. 
“We’ve already talked about 
what’s expected of them for the 
league and the district.”

“I think a lot of people would 
say if we didn’t win the league 
or the district on the girls side 
that we had a bad year, but 
everybody is always improving. 
When you’ve been on the top for 
so long, so many people want to 
knock you off the top. There are 
a lot of teams in the area that 
have gotten a lot better, so it’ll 
be tough to do.”

The Eastern boys team placed 
ninth in the district and fourth 
in the league last season, but 
lost four seniors in Jett Face-
myer, Corbett Catlett, Clayton 
Ritchie, Jeremiah Martindale. 
Jett Facemyer was a state quali-
fier in the 800m run last spring.

“On the boys side we’ve been 
low in numbers the last few 
years, but we have some boys 
out that are going to be very 
solid,” said Fogle. “We’re not 
just going to roll over and give 
up, we have several boys that 

can win some individual events 
in the league and you never 
know after that. We’ll only have 
nine boys, but we’ll use all-9 of 
them.”

With three previous years of 
track and field, EHS senior Tyler 
Davis leads the way in terms of 
experience. Back for a second 
straight campaign are sopho-
mores Bandon Baer and Matt 
Clingenpeel, while junior Noah 
Browning is back on the squad 
after a one-year absence.

Newcomers for the Eagles are 
Blaise Facemyer, sophomores 
Mason Dishong and Michael 
letson, as well as freshmen 
Steven Fitzgerald and Blake 
Newland.

“The biggest thing is, you like 
to see the kids improve year-to-
year,” Fogle said. “If they’re not 
improving then you’re doing 
something wrong. We try to 
change some stuff up year-to-
year, we’re not just doing the 
same thing back-to-back. I’d be 
lying if I said it’s not nice to win, 
but you’re still looking for the 

kids to improve and have fun.”
Eastern competes in the TVC 

Hocking championships on May 
3 at Vinton County High School. 
The postseason will begin in the 
third week of May, with ultimate 
goal of making it to the state 
meet and Jesse Owens Memo-
rial Stadium on June 1 and 2.

Alex hawley can be reached at 740-446-
2342, ext. 2100.

Memorial Stadium. The 
Eagles are playing two regu-
lar season games at the dis-
trict site, facing Whiteoak 
and Toronto in Chillicothe.

“It’s definitely in these 
kids’ goals,” Bowen said 
of making it back to the 
district. “They’ve set their 
goals pretty high and we 

want to do what we can to 
get back there.”

EHS has 20 sectional 
titles and nine district 
crowns in program history.

In addition to Whiteoak 
and Toronto, Eastern’s non-
league slate includes Fair-
field Christian, Wirt County, 
Wellston, Parkersburg 
South, logan, Parkersburg 
and Warren.

Alex hawley can be reached at 740-
446-2342, ext. 2100.

MArch
24 at Warren .......................... 10 a.m.
27 at Meigs ............................ 4:30
31 at Nelsonville-york............ 9:30
APrIL
3 at river Valley ................... 4:30
7 at Fairfield Union .............. 10 a.m.
10 at Athens .......................... 4:30
14 at Parkersburg ................. 10 a.m.
17 at Vinton county .............. 4:30
21 at South Webster ............. 2 p.m.
24 at river Valley ................... 4:30
27 at South Point .................. 5 p.m
MAy
3 TVc championships 
 at Vinton county .............. 5 p.m.
8 at Meigs ............................ 4:45

2018 eHS ScHedule

From page 29

EHS Track

Eastern’s non-league slate 
exclusively features schools in a 
larger division, as the lady Eagles 
will face Point Pleasant, Hillard 
Bradley, Western Brown, Wellston, 
logan and Warren.

“We tried to beef our schedule 
up right before tournaments,” 
Coach Durst said. “We want these 
girls to play as good of teams as 

they can play, it’s only going to 
make us better. Ultimately that’s 
what you’re looking at, you want 
to be right at the end of the year. 
Anything can happen when that 
tournament rolls around.”

In program history, the lady 
Eagles’ championship tally features 
13 in the league, 21 at the section-
al, five in the district tournament 
and two at the region level.

Alex hawley can be reached at 740-446-
2342, ext. 2100.

From page 16

Lady E
From page 6

Eagles

last season, WHS claimed non-
conference wins over Williamstown, 
Wirt County, Roane County, Raven-
swood, Buffalo, and Point Pleasant. 
Wahama split with Southern and 
Waterford in the league last season, 
with the lady Falcons sweeping the 
Eastern, Miller, South Gallia, Trim-
ble, Belpre and Federal Hocking.

The lady Falcons’ 2017 postsea-
son was ended by Williamstown, 
which ousted the Red and White 
with a 3-1 sectional win. Wahama 
was 11-4 on its home field last sea-
son.

This year, Wahama’s non-league 
slate includes bouts against Wil-
liamstown, Buffalo, Wirt County, 
Point Pleasant, Meigs, Ravenswood, 
Ripley and Roane County.

Alex hawley can be reached at 740-446-
2342, ext. 2100.

From page 14

Falcons



2018 Spring Sports Preview
     45

Also returning to the lady Fal-
cons is junior Camryn Tyree.

“With the girls team we 
return Kaleigh Stewart, Skylar 
Riffle and MacKenzie Barr, all 
of whom were state qualifiers,” 
Barr said. “I really think Cam-
ryn Tyree will have a good year 
for us on the girls side.”

last season, the lady 
Falcons were sixth in the Tri-
Valley Conference Hocking 
Division and fifth in Class A, 
Region IV. The WHS girls were 
held scoreless at the state meet 
for the fourth straight year.

Returning for the WHS 
boys are seniors Critter Hes-
son, Johnnie Board and Trey 
Peters, juniors Brady Bumgar-
ner, Brodee Howard and Jacob 
lloyd, as well as sophomores 
Kody Hollis and Zach Roush.

Wahama’s league champion, 
state qualifying 4x100m relay 

team featured both Bumgar-
ner and Howard, while the 
state qualifying 4x200m team 
had Bumgarner, lloyd and 
Board. Board. Howard and 
lloyd were all on the 4x110m 
shuttle hurdle team that went 

to state, with lloyd also on the 
state qualifying 4x400m and 
4x800m teams.

Individually, Hesson was 
in the state shot put, Board 
was in the state pole vault, 
Bumgarner was in the state 
100m dash and 200m dash, 
while Howard was in the 110m 
hurdles at the state.

“Critter Hesson, Johnnie 
Board, Brady Bumgarner, 
Jacob lloyd and Brodee How-
ard, those kids will probably 
lead the way for the boys team 
this year,” Coach Barr said. “In 
all honesty we’re really young 
with everybody else, so we’ll 
be kind of trying to find our 
way.

Newcomers to the White 
Falcons include junior Nathan 
Day, as well as freshmen Josh 
Frye and Trayner Howard.

last season the WHS boys 
were third in the TVC Hocking 
and third in Class A, Region 
IV. The White Falcons scored 
at the state meet for the sixth 
straight spring in 2017.

“We have some kids that 
I think will figure in those 
league races individually,” said 
Coach Barr. “Brady had a solid 
season last year, I expect a lot 
of him this year. Critter made 
it to the state in the shot put 
last year, and I think now he’s 
over being a first time qualifier 
and I expect big things out of 
him. With 15 total kids, team 
scoring-wise we’ll struggle a 
lot, but I do think the ones we 
have will win a lot of races.”

Wahama will compete in the 
TVC Hocking meet on May 3 
at Vinton County. The White 
Falcons and lady Falcons will 
participate in the Class A, 
Region IV meet at Parkersburg 
South on May 11, with the 
goal of making it to the state 
meet at laidley Field on May 
18 and 19.

Alex hawley can be reached at 740-446-
2342, ext. 2100.

MArch
20 at Doddridge county ..........4:30
23 at Point Pleasant 
 Wood Memorial ...................4:30
27 at Vinton county .................4:30
30 at hoover Invitational 
 (Laidley Field) .....................4:30
APrIL
5 at Fort Frye ..........................4:30
10 at roane county .................4:30
14 at Lakewood Invitational 
 (hebron, Ohio) ....................10 a.m.
17 at Meigs relays ...................4:30
20 at Parkersburg South 
 Erickson Invitational ...........4:30
24 at river Valley ......................4:30
27 at St. Mary’s carehaven 
 Invitational ..........................4:30
MAy
3 at Vinton county TVc 
 hocking championships .....4:30
8 at Meigs ...............................4:45

2018 WHS ScHedule
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sentiment, particularly in the 
area of the teams improved 
depth from last season.

“We seem to have a lot of 
returning players,” Taylor said. 
“It helps a lot in having a feeder 
program.”

The lady Wildcats will fea-
ture a team with nearly half of 
their players returning from last 
season. Hannan will welcome 
back seniors Jessica Dalton and 
Kassidee Bush, juniors Josie 
McCoy, Pamela Ochs and Olivia 
Norris, and sophomores Kaitlin 
lloyd and Karria Hall.

The new members of the 
varsity roster include junior 

Annabelle Caccuci, sophomores 
Chelsey Wallace, Ashlyn Nibert, 
and freshmen Bailey Coleman, 
Celeste Ferguson, Savannah 
Meadows, Halie Johnson and 
Breyanna Meadows.

The Blue and White, who will 
be moving their home venue 
from the diamond behind Ashton 
Elementary to share a field with 
the Hannan boys baseball team. 
In seasons past, the lady Cats not 
only competed with their visiting 
opponent, but the lack of lighting 
as games drifted into darkness — 
an issue that will be remedied by 
the move to the Oshel B. Craigo 
Athletic Complex.

As for the transition, Hodges 
is optimistic regarding the move 
this season.

“We will now have lights and 
usually a lot of games get called 

because of it gets dark,” Hodges 
said. “Overall, I think its a good 
move for the players and also 
the people coming to watch the 
games.”

Hannan has six doublehead-
ers on the schedule for its 2018 
campaign and will open the sea-
son with two consecutive home 
games. The lady Wildcats will fol-
low their brief home stand to open 
the year by facing six of their next 
seven opponents on the road.

The month of April will fea-
ture a plethora of home contests 
for the Blue and White as they 
take their field versus six of 
their seven remaining oppo-
nents to close the season.

Scott Jones can be reached at 740-446-
2342, ext 2106.

“We have some new faces 
on the team and hopefully that 
will be quite the asset to us. 
Of course we had some pretty 
strong competitors that we lost 
last season due to graduation, 
so we are going to go out every 
event and do the best with what 
we’ve got.”

The Cats will also look to 
remain healthy throughout 
the season, a subject Wallace 
addressed regarding his team’s 
status to start the new season.

“We are down from last year 
and we’ve already had some 
injuries,” said Wallace. “We have 
some competitors that have 
some minor injuries lingering 
from having participated in bas-
ketball season, but I’m optimis-
tic for our team and particularly 
those who participate in the run-
ning events. We have a bit more 

speed on this squad than we’ve 
had in the past, as well as some 
endurance for the long distance 
events.”

The lady Wildcats will fea-
ture three returnees as senior 
Cassidy Duffer, along with 
junior Hannah Carroll and soph-
omore Sydnee Holley will serve 
as the experienced members of 
the seven-person roster.

Hannan will welcome sopho-
mores lauren Edmonds and 
Alexis lloyd, as well as fresh-
men Brianna Frayley and Jayla 
Sowards to the girls team.

Sophomore Jordan Fitzwater 
is the lone varsity returnee for 
the boys roster, however, the six-
member team will be comprised 
of just a single freshman.

Newcomers to the HHS boys 
team this season are seniors 
James Edmonds and Nathan 
McQueen, juniors Cordell Hill 
and Caleb Gussler, while fresh-
man Cole Hively concludes the 
varsity roster.

Hannan — which will com-

pete in all of their contest this 
season on the road due to not 
having a track facility — is cur-
rently scheduled to participate 
in five meets in the regular sea-
son which will include a pair of 
trips to Point Pleasant on March 
23 and April 24.

The Wildcats are also sched-
uled to compete at Cabell Mid-
land and Huntington before the 
Class A postseason.

Scott Jones can be reached at 740-446-
2342, ext 2106.

March
23 at Point Pleasant .................5 p.m.
30 at cabell Midland ................5 p.m.
aPril
10 at huntington ......................5 p.m.
24 at Point Pleasant .................5 p.m.
May
1 at huntington ......................5 p.m.

2018 HHS 
trAck ScHedule

From page 23

Hannan

From page 17

Cats
MArch
14 vs huntington SJ .............. 5 p.m.
15 vs Teays Valley .................. 5 p.m.
17 at Van ................................ 1 p.m.
20 at cross Lanes 
 christian (Dh) .................. 5:30
22 at Tolsia (Dh).................... 5:30
24 at river Valley (Dh) .......... noon
26 at Buffalo .......................... 5:30
27 vs charleston
  catholic ........................... 5:30
29 at Elk Valley 
 christian ........................... 5:30.
APrIL
12 vs Elk Valley 
 christian ........................... 5:30
14 vs Teays Valley 
 christian ........................... 1 p.m.
19 at charleston 
 catholic ............................ 6 p.m.
21 vs Van ................................ 1 p.m.
24 vs Ironton St. Joe
  (Dh) ................................. 5:30
26 vs Tolsia (Dh) ................... 5:30
28 vs cross Lanes 
 christian (Dh) .................. 5:30

2018 HHS 
SoftbAll ScHedule
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growing. My hope is, we will do 
a lot of growing as the season 
progresses … and by the end 
of the year we can be competi-
tive. Right now, it’s going to be 
tough with the schedule we have 
because it’s loaded up pretty 
good, our biggest aspect will 
be pitching and playing good 
defense.”

When asked about where the 
team’s strengths and points of 
leadership on the field were 
most present this season, 
Richardson was candid in his 
response and mentioned the 
positions of catcher and short-
stop.

The veteran leadership and 
stability up-the-middle was 
an element of the game he 
expressed as important for the 
development of the team.

“We have a returning catcher 
in Dalton Coleman. He’s played 
the position all the way down 
to the little league level, so we 
feel solid at that spot,” Richard-
son said. “We are also solid at 
shortstop with Kevin Morehart. 
We have a couple of positions 
we are very comfortable with, 
but we are also bringing forward 
players relatively new to play-
ing the game of baseball so it’s 
a matter of finding the right 
places for them. You just don’t 
pick up the game in a matter of 
a few weeks.”

leadership from returning 
players along with gaining 
experiences for the younger 
members of the team will be a 
crucial part of Hannan’s season. 
The Blue and White have senior 
Sawyer Casto, juniors Coleman, 
Morehart, Charles Gill, Matthew 
Qualls, and sophomore Austin 
Chaffin as returnees this year.

The newcomers to the varsity 
squad include seniors Charles 
Wallace and Tyler Cochran, as 

well as freshmen Chase Poore, 
Devin Pressley and Dylan Star-
kley.

“Our main goal this year is 
to learn, grow, and have some 
fun. We want these kids to enjoy 
themselves and that can be 
tough if you’re not competitive. 
So we are trying to work on 
the fundamentals, make teams 
beat us and not beat ourselves. 
We can’t afford to walk a lot of 
batters or have a lot of errors so 
we have to be sound and solid 
defensively and to be competi-
tive,” said Richardson.

HHS will open the 2018 sea-
son with three-straight home 
games at the Oshel B. Craigo 
Athletic Complex, before play-
ing seven of its next 17 contests 
on the road. The Wildcats are 
also set to return to the Tolsia 
Wooden Bat Tournament at Tol-
sia High School to defend last 
year’s title.

Scott Jones can be reached at 740-446-
2342, ext 2106.

MArch
19 vs Fairview ........................ 5:30
20 vs Buffalo .......................... 5 p.m.
23 vs rosehill christian ........ 5:30
24 at river Valley (Dh) .......... noon
26 vs Tolisa ............................ 5:30
27 at Teays Valley 
 christian ........................... 5:30
28 vs huntington SJ .............. 5:30
APrIL
2 vs Tug Valley ..................... 5:30
7 at Fairview ........................ 2 p.m.
10 vs Teays Valley 
 christian ........................... 6 p.m.
13 vs Sherman ...................... 5:30
16 at Tolisa ............................. 6 p.m.
20 at rose hill 
 christian ........................... 5:30
23 vs Tug Valley ..................... 5:30
25 at Ironton St. Joe .............. 6 p.m.
26 at Buffalo .......................... 6 p.m.
27 Tolsia Wooden 
 Bat Tourn .......................... TBA
28 Tolsia Wooden 
 Bat Tourn .......................... TBA
30 vs Ironton St. Joe ............. 5:30

2018 HHS bASebAll 
ScHedule
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“The training and meets aren’t just 
a way to teach sports lessons, but life 
lessons. Things may not always go well, 
but you have to keep going.”

The roster will feature a total of 
seven girls and 14 boys and will once 
again be led by head coach Marcus 
Myers — who will serve in his third 
year as coach of the Rebels’ squads.

The seven girls which make up the 
lady Rebels include seniors Sofia 
Ternovyk and Alex lu and junior Jess 
luther. Joining luther as a returnee 
for the South Gallia ladies’ team are 
sophomores Alyssa Creemeens, Olivia 
Harrison and Jaslyn Bowers.

The lady Rebels also add one fresh-
man Maddie little to the Fray.

For the boys squad, the Red and 
Gold will feature nine returnees. 
Seniors Dakota Bettis and Colton Bow-
ers will be joined by juniors Tanner 
Dennison, Justin Butler, Chad Bostic, 
Gavin Bevan and Kyle Northup. The 
Rebels also welcome back sophomores 
Caleb Neal and Jacob Neal to the team.

SGHS also add seniors Sviatoslov 
Hrhorenko, Tyler Bryan and Troy Wat-
son, along with freshman Griffin Davis 
and Garrett Frazee to this year’s roster.

South Gallia will be hosting its invita-
tional meet on April 7, but will begin the 
2018 season on March 27 at county rival 
River Valley.

The Rebels will compete in a total of 
eight meets before the TVC Hocking 
meet at Athens on May 2.

“As a team, you’re always look forward 
to your first meet to set the mark and see 
where you stand against a field of com-
petition,” said Polcyn. We will host our 
invitational in April, which will give us a 
chance to get another opportunity to see 
how we stack up against other teams. 
We will get to see several of the teams 
we will be competing against in the Tri-
Valley Conference pretty early in the 
season. It will give us the chance to see 
how we match up in individual events in 
that scenario.

“The ultimate goal is always to win a 
state title, but we realize we aren’t on 
that level yet. So we have to set smaller 
goals to compete our best. We want to 
compete well against the teams in our 
league and work to place at our league 
meet on an individual basis. We want to 
peak at the end of season, set a baseline 
from the first meet and continue to get 
better.”

Scott Jones can be reached at 740-446-2342, ext 
2106.

The lady Rebels also welcome back seniors 
Olivia Hornsby and Brooke Campbell, junior 
Maria Calhoun, and sophomores Mackenzie 
Martin, Madison lucas, Sydney St. Clair and 
Savannah St. Clair.

Newcomers to the team this year are 
juniors Marta Canovas, Beatriz Valle-Inclan 
and lea Henning, while the freshmen consist 
of Faith Poling, Madisyn Spurlock, Makayla 
Waugh, Emily Mandeville and Isabella 
Cochran.

“It’s a season of growth and development 
but we definitely have some experience on this 
team this season,” added Shirley. “In the past, 
most of the players started playing with me and 
softball is a tough sport to pick up as a fresh-
man. This team has players that have played 
most of their lives beginning at t-ball level.”

The lady Rebels will host nine of their 20 
games during the 2018 campaign, beginning 
with a doubleheader versus TVC Hocking 
foe Miller. SGHS will close out the month of 
March with two of three on the road before 
returning home on April 2 versus Southern.

The Red and Gold will travel for eight of 
their 15 games in the month of April before 
concluding their regular season schedule on 
May 4 at River Valley.

Scott Jones can be reached at 740-446-2342, ext 2106.

From page 19

Lady Rebels

all the way to high school. We 
have a gap, but I can see us in 
the middle of the TVC-Hocking 
Division this season. We 
shouldn’t be at the bottom like 
we have been in the past few 
seasons.”

The Rebels roster will feature 
three returning seniors Tyler 
Bryan, Brandon Rutt and Austin 
Stapleton take the diamond in 
their final season at SGHS. 

The 2018 South Gallia roster 
will feature six seniors, three 
juniors, eight sophomores and 
six freshman. 

Regarding the team’s blend of 
age and experience, Bess was 
candid in his analysis of the 
offered depth to the roster.

“We have 23 kids, so we 
have a program where if the 
kids stick with it, we are going 
to have depth for seasons to 
come,” he said.

Bess also pointed out his 
team’s strengths for the 2018 
campaign — primarily in the 
areas of defense and pitching.

“Defense is one of our 
strengths,” said Bess.”Our 
infield is set pretty good for this 
season. Our top two or three 
pitchers I’d put up there with 
almost anyone else in the confer-
ence. The guys we will be send-
ing to the mound this season 
are an improvement than what 
we’ve had in the past.

“Offensively, I think our first 
five in the line up are going to 
be very competitive and get us 
where we need to be. We will 
just need the rest of the players 
to step up after that.”

South Gallia will begin its 
season with the first of four 
double headers on schedule for 
the 2018 campaign. The Rebels 
open the season at home before 
closing out the month of March 
with two of three games on the 
road.

The Red and Gold will take to 
the diamond 15 times in April, 

seven of which will be on their 
home field. SGHS closes out the 
regular season on May 4, when 
they travel to face county rival 
River Valley.

Scott Jones can be reached at 740-446-
2342, ext 2106.

From page 11

Rebels
MArch
24 vs Miller (Dh) ................... noon
26 at Wahama ....................... 5 p.m.
28 vs Ironton SJ .................... 5 p.m.
31 at Green ............................ noon
APrIL
2 vs Southern ...................... 5 p.m.
3 at Federal hocking ........... 5 p.m.
5 vs Fairland ........................ 5 p.m.
7 vs Belpre (Dh) .................. noon
10 at Sciotoville East ............. 5 p.m.
11 vs Eastern ......................... 5 p.m.
13 vs Wahama ....................... 5 p.m.
14 at Waterford (Dh) ............ noon
19 at Southern ...................... 5 p.m.
20 vs Federal hocking ........... 5 p.m.
23 at Ironton SJ ..................... 5 p.m.
24 at Fairland ......................... 5:30
26 vs Sciotoville East ............ 5 p.m.
28 at Trimble (Dh) ................ noon
30 at Eastern ......................... 5 p.m.
MAy
4 at river Valley ................... 5 p.m

2018 SGHS
 bASebAll ScHedule

2018 SGHS 
bASebAll roSter

No. Player Grade
1 Braxton hardy .................. 11
2 Jacob Birtche ................... 10
3 Jared Ward ....................... 10
4 Jared Burdette ................. 10
5 Wade Luther ..................... 12
6 Troy Watson ...................... 12
7 Bryceton Folden ............... 11
8 Shawn Ward ..................... 10
9 Andrew Small ................... 9
10 Timothy Murphy .............. 9
11 curtis haner ..................... 12
12 Austin Stapleton* ............ 12
14 Alex Peck .......................... 10
15 caleb candee ................... 9
16 Marshall Beegle ............... 9
17 Bladen Ebersole ............... 10
18 Brandon rutt*.................. 12
19 Bishop yester ................... 10
20 Tyler Bryan* ..................... 12
21 Dustin Bainter .................. 9
22 Dustin Moore.................... 9
23 Jeffery Sheets .................. 10
30 Wyatt rapp ....................... 11
head coach:
Matt Bess (3rd season)
* — Indicates varsity returnee.

From page 32

SGHS
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field events like shot put and 
discus throw. Jeremiah Case has 
shown interest in 400-meter, 
1600-meter and 3200-meter 
events. I think there is quite a 
mixture of events they are want-
ing to participate in, therefore, 
I’m going to take the approach 
that we are going to work on 
things they are hoping to learn 
and try. I want to push them to 
try other events they may not 
have considered as the season 
progresses.”

With regard to the team’s 
goals for the 2018 campaign, 

Fowler said he is excited for 
both the immediate and future 
growth of the program and its 
level of involvement by students 
at OVCS.

“I want us to compete at a 
level that we are comfortable 
with,” he said. “I think some 
might consider us one of the 
lower classes in the meets, but 
its very important for our kids 
to be able to grow and learn and 
take part in these events on a 
competitive level. I think it helps 
them to grow throughout the 
season and to perhaps increase 
interest in the program. There’s 
a lot of middle school kids that 
are looking at the program and 
are hopeful of eventually joining 
once they reach high school. 
Two of the three members of the 

team we have are juniors and 
will hopefully return next year 
as seniors — so hopefully we 
can build on that.

“We are obviously getting a 
late start. We weren’t sure we 
were going to have a team, but 
we had this group of kids step 
up and want to do it. It’s early in 
my tenure as their coach, but we 
are looking for a fun and excit-
ing season. We want to work 
hard and improve every time we 
practice or have a meet.”

The Defenders, who do not 
have their own track and field 
facility, have yet to finalize a 
schedule but have set tentative 
dates in conjunction with fellow 
schools in Gallia County, as well 
as, Point Pleasant High School’s 
varsity track and field programs.

Fowler was relatively direct 
with his appreciation of the 
neighboring programs and the 
opportunities they were helping 
to provide for his squad.

“The other schools, adminis-
tration, and coaches in the track 
community have really stepped 
up to help provide us a facility 
to practice,” he said. “To have 
the opportunity to train and 
participate in these events it’s a 
huge help and great experience 
for our kids.”

The Defenders have tenta-
tively scheduled meets in April 
at River Valley, Gallia Academy 
and Point Pleasant.

Scott Jones can be reached at 740-446-
2342, ext 2106.

From page 25
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2017 All-TVC Hocking  
baseball team

WATERFORD (16-0): 
Isaac Huffman*, Sr, C; Clay 
Hayes*, Sr, IF-P; Jordan 
Welch, Sr, OF-P; Riley 
Burns*, Sr, 1B-P; Noah Huff-
man*, Jr, 2B-P; Bryce Hil-
verding, Sr, 3B-SS-P; Braden 
Bellville*, So, INF-OF-P.

EASTERN (12-4): John 
little, Sr, SS; Josh Brewer, 
Jr, CF; Austin Coleman*, Jr, 
P-2B; Kaleb Hill, Jr, C; Ethen 
Richmond*, Jr, P-2B.

SOUTHERN (12-4): Trey 
Pickens*, Sr, 1B-P; Dylan 
Smith*, Jr, 2B-SS-P; Clayton 
Wood, Sr, 3B-2B-P; Billy Har-
mon, So, C; logan Drummer, 
So, CF-P.

WAHAMA (11-5): Philip 
Hoffman*, Sr, P-SS; Dalton 
Kearns, Jr, P-SS; Tanner 
Smith, So, 3B; David Hen-
drick, So, C.

TRIMBLE (8-8): Kamron 
Curry*, Sr, CF; Ryan Rich-
ards*, Sr, C; Max Hooper, 
So, SS-P.

BELPRE (6-10): Alex Fox, 
Sr, C; Isaac Tullius, Jr, OF-P; 
Bailey Sprague*, UTl-P.

MIllER (4-12): Cole 
Geil*, Sr, P-SS; lucas Dis-
hon, Fr, P-RF; Trey Hettich, 
Fr, P.

FEDERAL HOCKING 
(2-14): Dillon Wilfong*, Sr, 
lF-P-SS; Chase Reed*, Jr, 
SS-P; Trevor Bell*, Jr, C.

SOUTH GALLIA (1-15): 
Chase Kemper*, So, P-CF-
SS; Coleton Coughenour*, 
Sr, SS-P-CF.

Offensive MVP:
Philip Hoffman, Wahama.
Defensive MVP:
Austin Coleman, Eastern.
Co-Coaches of the Year:
Brian Bowen (Eastern) and 

Doug Huffman (Waterford).

2017 All-TVC Hocking  
softball team

WAHAMA (14-2): Hannah 
Rose, Fr, SS; Maddy VanMa-
tre, So, C; Ashtyn Russell, 
So, 3B; Taylor McGrew, Sr, 
P; Cynthia Hendrick, Sr; 
1B; Hannah Billups, So, 2B; 
Emily VanMatre, So, CF.

EASTERN (13-3): Sidney 
Cook*, Jr, SS; Katlyn Barber*, 
Sr, OF; Elaina Hensley, Jr, P.

BELPRE (13-3): Katie 
Osburn*, Jr, P-SS; lauryn 
Simmons*, Jr, 3B; Madison 
Harman*, Jr, P-OF; Bri 
Elkins*, Sr, 1B; Sydney Hall, 
Sr, C.

WATERFORD (11-5): 
Denise Young*, So, C-1B; 
Madison Ohse*, Sr, 1B-OF; 
Marissa Neader, Fr, SS-C; 
Sydney Hall, Sr, OF.

SOUTHERN (9-7): Paige 
VanMeter*, Jr, C; Sydney 
Cleland, Jr, P; Jaiden Rob-
erts, Jr, 3B.

FEDERAL HOCKING 
(5-11): Tyra Mayle*, Jr, 
3B-C; Skylar Hatfield*, Sr, 
SS-3B; Taylor Gillian, Jr, CF.

TRIMBLE (5-11): Bri-
anna lunsford, Jr, P; Alyssa 
Turley*, Jr, 1B; Rhiannon 
Brown, Jr, 2B.

MILLER (2-14): Josie Per-
ani, So, 1B-C; Chloe Rine*, 
Jr, C; lacey Alexander, Jr, 
2B.

SOUTH GALLIA (0-16): 
Maddie Simpson*, Sr, P; Kei-
rsten Howell, Jr, P.

Offensive MVP:
Sidney Cook, Eastern.
Defensive MVP:
Katie Osburn, Belpre.
Coach of the Year:
Mike Wolfe, Wahama.

* — indicates repeat selec-
tion from 2016 team.

2017 All-TVC Hocking 
Baseball-Softball Teams

2017 All-OVC baseball team
GALLIA ACADEMY (10-

4): John Stout, Josh Faro*, 
Jeremy Brumfield, Brody 
Thomas, Cole Davis (HM)

COAL GROVE (10-4): 
Chase McKnight*, Daniel 
Rutherford*, Jeb Jones*, 
Dylan Malone, Jacob Clark* 
(HM), Darin Bloomfield 
(HM)

ROCK HILL (9-5): Cody 
lewis, Mason Darby, landon 
Smith, logan Hankins (HM), 
Kyle Stanfield (HM)

SOUTH POINT (8-6): 
logan Wade*, Jonathan 
Henline, Douglass Schaffer* 
(HM), Brody Blackwell (HM)

IRONTON (8-6): Dane 
Wilson, Kyle Kleinmann*, 
Gage Salyers (HM), Garrett 
Carrico (HM)

PORTSMOUTH (6-8): 
Ryan Williams*, Vincent 
Schwamberger (HM), Reese 
Johnson* (HM)

CHESAPEAKE (4-10): 
Casey McComas*, Dalton 
Nida (HM), Bryce Depriest 
(HM)

FAIRLAND (1-13): Zach 
Crawford, Dylan Raines 
(HM)

Coaches of the Year:
Rich Corvin, Gallia Acade-

my; Dean Mader, Coal Grove

2017 All-OVC softball team
IRONTON (12-2): Alex 

Carmon*, Kenzie Cremeens*, 
Ruth Paholsky*, Mary Beth 
Burton, Taiya Hamlet (HM), 
Peighton Rowe (HM)

COAL GROVE (11-3): 
Kasey Murphy*, lauren 
Meyer*, lauren Crum, Gra-
cie Riley* (HM), Ali Waller 
(HM)

ROCK HILL (10-4): Jill 
Hairston*, Anna Darby* 
(HM), Grace Stevens, Kelsey 
Olderham (HM), Rileigh 
Morris (HM)

GALLIA ACADEMY (9-5): 
Jenna Meadows*, Hunter 
Copley*, Alex Barnes (HM), 
Bailey Meadows (HM)

CHESAPEAKE (7-7): 
Brooke Webb*, Ryleigh 
Swann, lyric Bair (HM), Jor-
dan Storms (HM)

SOUTH POINT (4-10): 
Abby Hannah*, Keiana Con-
well* (HM)

PORTSMOUTH (3-11): 
Andi Queen*, Semajah Park-
er* (HM), Sharia Kearns* 
(HM)

FAIRLAND (0-14): Mor-
gan Fridley*, Montana Run-
nels (HM)

Coach of the Year:
Missy Fields, Ironton

* — indicates repeat selec-
tion from 2016 team

2017 All-OVC baseball/softball teams
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