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By Bryan Walters
bwalters@aimmediamidwest.com

POINT PLEASANT, W.Va. 
— They say the more things 
change, the more they stay 
the same.

The Point Pleasant football 
program has consistently 
produced double-digit senior 
classes over the past five 
years, which has led to one of 
the greatest runs in the his-
tory of the school.

The Big Blacks — who 
enter the 2017 campaign 
with a state-best 43-game 
regular season winning 
streak — have also managed 
to replace those lost gradu-
ates every single time while 
continuing to add to the pro-
gram’s storied legacy.

After going 11-1 last fall 
while completing their fourth 
consecutive unbeaten regular 
season, the Red and Black 
have big shoes to fill after 
graduating 14 seniors for a 
second consecutive season.

But, despite losing the 
team’s top points scorer, 
offensive rusher and tackles 
leader as well as a hand-
ful of key interior linemen, 
Point Pleasant is more than 
capable of putting together 
another solid regular season.

The Big Blacks enter the 
2017 gridiron campaign with 
a roster that goes 65-strong 
and includes 16 seniors and 
a total of 36 varsity return-
ees — more than half of the 
entire roster.

And with more than a 
handful of returning starters 
back at all of the main posi-
tions on both sides of the 
ball, 11th-year PPHS coach 
Dave Darst believes that this 
fall can be another special 
season — as long the kids 
are willing to work for it.

“Part of the beauty of 
being a high school football 
coach is putting together a 
new team every single year. 
We’ve been blessed with a 
lot of good athletes that have 
been committed over the 
past few seasons, and this 
group is really no different,” 
Darst said. “These guys have 
been committed during the 
offseason to getting stronger 
and getting better, and I 
really feel good about where 
this group is right now — 
especially on the offensive 
side of things.

“We are a little bit of a 
younger team on the defen-
sive side of the ball, but 
overall we have a lot expe-
rienced players back in all 
three phases of the game. We 
have some question marks 
headed into the season, but I 
do think that we have enough 
talent and depth in every 
area to have another success-
ful season.”

The bulk of the offensive 
load will likely fall on the 
shoulders of junior quar-
terback Cason Payne, who 
became the program’s first-
ever 1,000-yard rusher and 
passer in the same regular 

season during his second 
stint as the starting signal-
caller.

Payne, however, is far 
from the only experienced 
player on the offensive side 
of things as there are three 
returning starters up front, 
as well as handful of proven 
weapons at the skilled posi-
tions.

Defensively, the Big Blacks 
have a few spots to fill due 
to graduation, but the line, 
linebackers and secondary 
all have starters returning 
to those positions — which 
should only help in the over-
all transition process.

Besides the likes of Grant 
Safford, Seth Stewart, 
Andrew Roach, Joe Clark and 
Jason Wamsley, PPHS also 
has another big hole to fill 
headed into the 2017 season 
with the graduation of place-
kicker Jason Schultz — the 
team’s leading scorer last fall.

Senior Jacob Bryant — a 
converted soccer player — 
will be moving into that 
role, while Payne returns 
for another season of punt 
duties.

Along with Bryant, Darst 
is really looking to Ryan 
Oliver, Aaron Turner, Justin 
Brumfield, Keshawn Stover, 
Alec Smith, Tucker Mayes, 
Cameron Nott, Andrew Flow-
ers, Wyatt Pearson, Jason 
Chapman, Jesse Gleason, 
Tre Craddock, Alex Gibbs, 
Brian Gillispie and Clayton 
Hill — the 16 seniors — to 
help keep this team and this 
program on track with the 

previous ones.
“We’ve graduated a lot of 

really good players over the 
last five years or so, includ-
ing perhaps some of the 
best players that this school 
has ever had at certain posi-
tions,” Darst said. “For these 
seniors and the guys that 
have been playing behind 
those greats, now it’s their 
time to shine. We still have 
plenty of talent and experi-
ence, and these guys know 
how to win, so it really just 
comes down to how well we 
execute and play together as 
a team.

“I feel really good about 
this group and what they can 
accomplish this season, as 
long as they stick to what we 
do to be successful.”

The Big Blacks will be 
tested early on, with the key 
emphasis being on the word 
tested as the defending Class 
AA champion Mingo Central 
awaits PPHS in the season 
opener at Ohio Valley Bank 
Track and Field.

The following week, Point 
Pleasant travels to Class AA 
state semifinalist James Mon-
roe — who eliminated Point 
from the 2016 postseason 
— for its first road game of 
the year.

The Red and Black are 
also playing five of their first 
seven games of the season 
on the road before returning 
to OVB Field for the final 
three games against Pomeroy 
Meigs (OH), Man and West-

Big Blacks aiming for another memorable season

Bryan Walters|OVP Sports
The 2017 Point Pleasant Big Blacks varsity football team.

2017 PPHS FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
Date Opponent Time
Aug. 25 vs Mingo Central 7:30
Sept. 1 at James Monroe 7:30
Sept. 8 at Warren 7:30
Sept. 15 at Herbert Hoover 7:30
Sept. 22 vs Mount View 7:30
Sept. 29 at Parkersburg South 7 pm
Oct. 6 at Blue�eld 7:30
Oct. 13 vs Meigs 7:30
Oct. 20 vs Man 7:30
Oct. 27 vs Westside 7:30 See BIG BLACKS | 54
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By Paul Boggs
pboggs@aimmediamidwest.com

GALLIPOLIS, Ohio — For 
the Blue Devils, it’s time to 
restore the tradition.

That’s what Alex Penrod 
was hired to do as the new 
Gallia Academy High School 
head football coach, and 
that’s what he expects this 
young Blue Devil squad to 
seriously begin doing.

The Blue Devil ‘Nation’ 
fanbase expects it also.

After back-to-back 1-9 cam-
paigns, Penrod takes over 
the Blue and White reigns, as 
the former GAHS assistant 
and current Gallia County 
resident begins the process 
of bringing the Blue Devils 
back from the depths of hard 
times.

Last season’s only victory 
came against visiting South 
Point in the season finale.

Penrod knows his team is 
quite young, and inexperi-
enced in spots, but this sea-
son’s numbers are where he 
wants them to be —and the 
support since his hiring has 
been “everything that you 
envision.”

“Everything that you hope 
for has happened. And then 
some. The support has been 
tremendous and the com-
munity is excited for Blue 
Devil football again. We talk 
with our kids about bringing 
this tradition back. There is 
only so much we can do, but 
we know we’re going to work 
hard and work to get the best 
results,” said Penrod.

The Blue Devil roster 
lists 46 players, including 
six seniors, with the over-
whelming majority featuring 
freshmen, sophomores and 
juniors.

“The key is developing 
depth, especially when you 
play the schedule we do. Not 
only with the conference 

and the OVC (Ohio Valley 
Conference) schedule, but 
our non-league schedule 
with Meigs, River Valley and 
Jackson,” said Penrod. “Our 
schedule has no breaks. We 
approach it as we’re playing 
championship games every 
Friday.”

While the Blue Devils are 
indeed young, there does 
exist experience.

Still, as Penrod asked, 
“what are you going to do 
with that game experience?”

“We do have game experi-
ence, but there’s been a lot of 
negative stuff in the past and 
not those positive results,” 
said the coach. “We’ve amped 
it up. Not only in practices, 
but also in scrimmages.”

Nathan Mitchell and Jonas 
McCreedy, both seniors, and 
sophomore Mason Angel are 
returning along the lines — 
as Carter Campbell, Colton 
Russell and freshman Riley 
Starnes should see plenty of 
snaps as well.

Penrod said the line play, 
from his perspective, “needed 
the most work” entering the 
season —as he plans for the 
Blue Devils to be “a power-
running team but also a 
spread team that can throw 
the football”.

“We want that power run-
ning game, but we have to 
be able to control the line of 
scrimmage and it all starts 
up front,” he said. “We feel 
we can go eight or nine deep 

up front on both sides.”
The top two returnees 

are arguably juniors Justin 
McClelland and Cory Call 
—Gallia Academy’s only all-
Southeast District Division 
IV selections last season as 
Honorable Mention picks.

McClelland returns at quar-
terback for his third season, 
as seniors John Stout and 
Garrett Burns join Call as 
receivers — with junior Boo 
Pullins in the backfield along 
with fellow junior Jacob 
Campbell.

Campbell transferred in 
from archrival River Valley, 
and was a first-team all-dis-
trict Division V linebacker as 
a sophomore.

Campbell will anchor the 
Blue Devil defense, whose 
base is a 4-3 front and cover-
2 scheme, but also shows 
different alignments and 
coverages.

“Jacob has been excep-
tional for us. The way that 

he plays really energizes our 
team. When we need some-
thing to happen, he’s been 
that guy for us,” said Penrod.

Matt Moreaux, another 
senior, is a returning all-
purpose player — primarily 
an H-back.

Logan Blour is the team’s 
placekicker.

Penrod said the Blue Dev-
ils have several multi-sport 
athletes, which have been 
successful either on the bas-
ketball court or on the base-
ball field.

Now, it’s a matter of trans-
lating that success over to 
the gridiron —and finally 
begin restoring the tradition 
of Gallia Academy football.

“From where I first took 
over the position (of head 
coach) to where we are 
now, we’re five times farther 
along. Not only as football 
kids, but just the people we 
are,” said Penrod. “I’m excit-
ed and we’re ready for Blue 
Devil Nation to come back 
and really see a good product 
on the field. I’ve told a lot of 
community members that 
I can’t guarantee victories, 
but we will make sure we 
compete and play some Blue 
Devil football again.”

Paul Boggs can be reached at 740-446-
2342, ext. 2106

Blue Devils ready to restore tradition

Paul Boggs|OVP Sports

2017 GALLIA ACADEMY SCHEDULE
Date Opponent Time
Aug. 25 at Meigs 7:30
Sept. 2 at River Valley 7:30
Sept. 8 vs Jackson 7 pm
Sept. 15 vs Chesapeake 7 pm
Sept. 22 vs Portsmouth 7 pm
Sept. 29 at Fairland 7 pm
Oct. 6 vs Coal Grove 7 pm
Oct. 13 at Rock Hill 7 pm
Oct. 20 vs Ironton 7 pm
Oct. 27 at South Point 7 pm See BLUE DEVILS | 55
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740-992-6368
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By Alex Hawley
ahawley@aimmediamidwest.com

ROCKSPRINGS, Ohio — In a lot of 
ways, 2016 didn’t go the way the Maraud-
ers had planed, as injuries took their toll 
and the Maroon and Gold stumbled to a 
4-6 record.

But they say that their’s a silver lining 
behind every cloud, and that silver lining 
is ready to shine through as experience in 
2017, with the Marauders bring back their 
leading rushers, leading receivers and top 
passer from a year ago.

“We want competition at every position” 
said sixth-year head coach Mike Bartrum. 
“We’re always optimistic, taking one game 
and one practice at a time. One thing my 
wife always says is that ‘you control your 
attitude and you control your effort.’ If you 
control those and give everything you have, 
then good things are going to happen.”

A total of 29 of the 49 Marauders on the 
2017 squad return from last season, with 
11 players entering their third straight var-
sity season and eight seniors suiting up for 
their fourth and final year in the Maroon 
and Gold.

The Marauders’ four-year seniors 
are Lane Cullums, Zach Helton, Bailey 
Caruthers, Christian Mattox, Matthew 
Brown, Wayland Ramage, Riley Ogdin and 
Jimmy Porter.

Cullums was the Marauders leading 
rusher in his junior campaign, running for 
548 yards and four touchdowns on 114 car-
ries. Helton — who replaced the injured 
Cody Bartrum behind center, three games 
into the season — was the team’s second 
leading rusher at 308 yards and six scores 
on 91 totes.

Helton was an All-Southeast District first 

team all-purpose player and an All-Ohio spe-
cial mention. At quarterback, Helton posted 
941 yards and 10 touchdowns on 76-of-145 
passing.

Matthew Brown was named to the all-
district special mention list for his effort in 
the trenches last fall. Caruthers was second 
on the team in receptions last year with 26 
grabs for 409 yards and four touchdowns.

“Zach Helton came in last year in a 
tough situation and did great,” said Coach 
Bartrum. “You don’t want to make excuses, 
but when you have 6-or-7 starters out it’s 
really tough, but guys stepped up.”

Entering their third varsity campaign in 
the Maroon and Gold are Matthew Jack-
son, Zach Bartrum, Cole Adams, David 
Robson, Wesley Smith, William Smith, Jon 
Newsome, Justin Searls, Claytin Neutzling, 
Andrew Douglas and Trenton Durst.

Zach Bartrum earned an all-district first 
team offensive spot as an end and was 
named All-Ohio special mention, leading 
all Meigs receivers with 38 receptions for 
506 yards and five scores. He was also 
third on the team in rushing, earning 275 

yards and four touchdowns on 34 carries.
As a sophomore, Adams was named all-

district special mention for his efforts at 
cornerback and running back.

“At the end of the season we were down 
3-for-4 running backs,” Coach Bartrum said. 
“Cole Adams was playing corner for us at 
a high level, we had to ask him to play run-
ning back and he runs for over 150 yards.”

Entering their second year for the 

Marauders feeling optimistic headed into 2017

Alex Hawley|OVP Sports

See MARAUDERS | 56

2017 MEIGS FOOTBALL 
SCHEDULE
Date Opponent Time
Aug. 25 vs Gallia Academy 7:30
Sept. 2 vs St. Clairsville 7 pm
Sept. 8 at Logan 7 pm
Sept. 15 vs Vinton County 7:30
Sept. 22 at River Valley 7:30
Sept. 29 vs Nelsonville-York 7:30
Oct. 6 at Athens 7:30
Oct. 13 at Point Pleasant 7:30
Oct. 20 at Wellston 7:30
Oct. 27 vs Alexander 7:30
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1401 Kanawha Street,
Point Pleasant, WV 25550

(304) 675-6000
www.dealfh.com

David, Donna, Brad Deal - Owner
Keith Pratt - Funeral Associate

Greg Walker - Funeral Associate

Welcome to Deal Funeral 
Home. We are located in the 
heart of Point Pleasant, West 

Virginia. We are a Mason 
County family owned and 
operated funeral home. We 

provide a full range of funeral 
services including pre-need 

planning, traditional, graveside 
and memorials or celebrations 
of life for families who desire 

cremation. Our Funeral Home 
is staffed by professional and 
caring personnel who are here 
to assist with all of your family 
needs. Knowing that you have 
a choice, it is our honor and 

privilege to serve you and your 
family as your funeral home.

David R. Deal / Licensee in charge

Deal
FUNERAL HOME
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By Alex Hawley
ahawley@aimmediamidwest.com

RACINE, Ohio — After 
reaching the playoffs for just 
the second time in school his-
tory last season, it’s time to 
see what the Tornadoes can do 
for a follow up act.

The 2017 Southern football 
team has 19 players back from 
last years squad, which said 
goodbye to 11 seniors and the 
only class to experience both 
of the SHS playoff runs.

“We graduated 11 kids and 
all 11 of those kids played 
somewhere,” Chancey said. 
“We have a good, core, group 
of kids that played a lot of 
football back. We have some 
young kids that are lacking in 
varsity experience, but they’re 
talented kids. We feel like we 
can be competitive.”

Of the 19 returning Torna-
does, nine have two previous 
years of varsity experience, 
while five seniors are enter-
ing their fourth campaign. In 
addition, eight members of the 
SHS team are entering their 
first season.

“Our numbers are not as 
good, so staying healthy will 
be is going to be important 
for us,” Chancey said. “That’s 
the same at any level of foot-
ball, you have some key kids 
that you need to try and keep 
healthy. It’s going to be inter-
esting to see what happens. 
We feel like if we stay healthy 
we can compete with the 
teams on our schedule.

“We have some kids who 
are going to have to grow up 
in a hurry,” Chancey added. “I 
think we’re going to be a much 
better football team in Week 
5 than we are early. That’s 
normal thing for any team, but 
especially when you have some 
inexperience. I’m fortunate to 
have some good kids to work 
with and a great group of assis-
tants that go above and beyond 
the call of duty.”

The SHS four-year seniors 
are Riley Roush, Dylan Smith, 
Andrew Evans, Connor Thom-
as and Garrett Wolfe, with 
Ryan McCabe as the other 
Tornado senior, entering his 
second year in the Purple and 
Gold.

Riley Roush — a first team 
All-Southeast District run-
ning back and an All-Ohio 
special mention last fall— was 
Southern’s leading rusher, reel-
ing off 813 yards and seven 
touchdowns on 106 carries as 
a junior.

Dylan Smith was named all-
district special mention in his 
junior campaign, in which he 
threw for a touchdown, ran for 
a touchdown and caught three 
passes for touchdowns. Smith 
is the top receiver returning to 
the Tornadoes, as he hauled in 
12 passes for 238 yards.

Entering their third seasons 
in the Purple and Gold are 
Weston Thorla, Logan Drum-
mer, Brody Dutton, Austin 
Baker, Reece Reuter, Alex 
VanMeter, Ryan Mills, Auston 
Colburn and Austin Arnold.

Along with McCabe, back 
for their second consecutive 
seasons are Gage Barrett, Mat-
thios Stansberry, Sean Myers, 
and Mark Eblin.

Newcomers to the Tornado 
football team include Chase 
Bailey, Gage Shuler, Jordan 
Whitesell, Brad Roush, Jayden 
Johnson, Arrow Drummer, 
Dalton Layne and Skyler Rich-
ards.

“The offseason has been 

good,” Chancey said. “You’re 
never completely happy, in 
that you want more kids in 
the weight room, but we had a 
core group of kids that were in 
the weight room on a consis-
tent basis, and they got bigger 
and stronger. We thought that 
we had a good five-day camp 
leading into two-a-days, and 
right now, we are where we 

Playo�-tested Tornadoes look for more success in 2017

Alex Hawley|OVP Sports

See TORNADOES | 57

2017 SHS FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
Date Opponent Time
Aug. 26 at Portsmouth Notre Dame 7 pm
Sept. 1 vs Frontier 7:30
Sept. 8 vs Wahama 7:30
Sept. 15 at Miller 7:30
Sept. 22 vs Belpre 7:30
Sept. 29 at Federal Hocking TBA
Oct. 6 at Trimble 7:30
Oct. 13 vs Waterford 7:30
Oct. 20 at South Gallia 7:30
Oct. 28 vs Eastern 7 pm
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By Paul Boggs
pboggs@aimmediamidwest.
com

BIDWELL, Ohio — 
So the numbers may 
be lower.

So the Raiders may 
be younger.

Those thoughts, and 
facts, still don’t deter 
development of play-
ers — per the words of 
seventh-year River Val-
ley High School head 
football coach Jerrod 
Sparling.

Indeed, the 2017 
Raiders won’t be as 
deep — and won’t be 
as experienced at the 
season’s outset — but 
the expectations are 
that the Raiders will 
replace, with little 
to no dropoff, those 
standouts who have 
graduated.

However, that senior 
class of a season ago 
is the winningest in 
school history, as 
River Valley aims to 
build off a 13-8 record 
of the past two years 
— including last sea-
son’s 6-4 mark.

The Raiders, after 
back-to-back graduat-
ing classes in the mid 
teens, sport just eight 

seniors this season — 
along with six juniors.

In fact, exactly a 
third of the 36-man 
Raider roster is sopho-
mores.

“The numbers equa-
tion is a two-fold deal. 
We knew we were 
going to be a little 
light this year, because 
we have a junior and 
senior class that have 
abnormally low num-
bers. We’ve known 
that for years. But it 
just goes in cycles. You 
just have to develop 
the players you have 
and develop the play-
ers around them,” said 
Sparling.

It’s a change for 
Sparling and his coach-
ing staff, but the phi-
losophy of “next man 

up” isn’t.
“We’ve got lower 

numbers this year, 
but that’s okay. We’re 
young, but that’s okay. 
We have kids that we 
brought up through 
our system. We have 
a ton of sophomores, 
and a lot of them will 
be playing this year. 
The formula for player 
development hasn’t 
changed. I’m pretty 
proud of the players 
that we’ve been able to 
develop over the years. 
These kids are of the 
same mold,” said the 
coach. “We’re excited 
about them, it’s just 
how quickly can they 
grow up and we have 
to stay healthy. We 
don’t have as much 
depth as we’re used to 

having.”
The youth is espe-

cially prevalent along 
the defensive and 
offensive lines, as 
junior starter Ty Van 
Sickle is the primary 
returnee.

Most of the fronts 
have graduated, 
including first-team 
all-Southeast District 
Division V offensive 
lineman Robert Drum-
mond.

Another two-way 
standout, Jacob 
Dovenbarger, is also 
gone.

“It’s been a chal-
lenge, and even Ty 
Van Sickle has been 
battling a couple of 
injuries here and there. 
But it’s given our 
young guys some good 
reps,” said Sparling. 
“We have a couple of 
guys there, when it’s 
all said and done, that 

are going to be really 
good football players 
this year and years 
to come. When you 
have young guys up 
front, you hope your 
skilled guys can get 
you through until they 
grow up.”

Last season, the 
Raiders quickly grew 
up at the skilled spots, 
paced by first-team 
all-district wideout Tre 
Craycraft, who became 
the first 1,000-yard 
wide receiver in school 
history.

Patrick Brown, a 
first-team all-district 
defensive back, returns 
under center for his 
senior season.

“It helps to have a 
quarterback back who 
threw for 1,800 yards 
and rushed for 200 
more. Patrick (Brown) 

Raiders are younger, yet remain hungry

Paul Boggs|OVP Sports

2017 RIVER VALLEY 
SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent Time
Aug. 25 at Eastern 7:30
Sept. 2 vs Gallia Academy 7:30
Sept. 8 vs South Point 7:30
Sept. 15 at Nelsonville-York 7:30
Sept. 22 vs Meigs 7:30
Sept. 29 at Wellston 7:30
Oct. 6 vs Alexander 7:30
Oct. 13 at Vinton County 7:30
Oct. 20 vs Athens 7:30
Oct. 27 at Waverly 7 pm See RAIDERS |58
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You’ll Feel Right At Home.
Home National Bank is large enough to handle all of your 
�nancial needs, but small enough to know your �rst name. 
Since all of our loan decisions are made locally we can close 
a loan quickly. Please come see us for all your banking 
needs, we promise to make you feel right at home.

RACINE
740-949-2210

SYRACUSE
740-992-6333

www. h omena t l b a n k . c om

Home National Bank 
Middleport Branch

Hours : 
Drive through

Mon - Fri  8:30am to 5pm 
and Sat  8:30am to  12pm

Lobby hours
Mon - Fri  9am to 4pm 
and Sat 9am to 12pmand Sat 9am to 12pm

RACINE
740-949-2210

SYRACUSE
740-992-6333

www. h omena t l b a n k . c om97 N. 2nd ave  Middleport OH 45760  
www.homenatlbank.com

By Bryan Walters
bwalters@aimmediamidwest.com

ASHTON, W.Va. — A 2-8 finish to 
a football season is hardly a reason to 
feel optimistic.

That is, of course, unless it’s the only 
two wins that you have over a three-
year span.

The Hannan football program 
snapped a 20-game losing skid with 
a 39-22 win at Hundred during Week 
4 of last season, then dropped five 
more decisions before ending the 2016 
campaign on the highests of notes — a 
55-0 drubbing of visiting Beallsville on 
Senior Night.

That victory single-handily gave the 
Wildcats momentum headed into the 
offseason, knowing that a good major-
ity of that 24-man squad would be 
returning to the gridiron this fall.

Less than 12 months later, the Blue 
and White enter the 2017 season with 
a dozen seniors and 15 varsity return-
ees on a roster that runs 32 players 

deep — which includes a bulk of the 
starting lines and skilled players on 
both sides.

With experience, leadership and 
most of all depth, third-year HHS coach 
Brian Scott believes that this season 
can be something truly special — as 
long as his troops continue to progress 
forward and not settle for previous 

accomplishments.
“I’ll be honest because we are kind 

of feeling ambitious this year. A lot of 
these guys know the system and we 
are really hoping to build off of a solid 
second half from last year,” Scott said. 
“We are really aiming to have a win-

Wildcats aiming for more growth this fall

Bryan Walters|OVP Sports
The 2017 Hannan Wildcats varsity football team.

See WILDCATS | 59



10
    

 2
01

7 
Fa

ll 
Sp

or
ts

 P
re

vi
ew

700 E. Main Street
Pomeroy, OH

Open Sun. – Sat. 7am-10pm
(740) 992-5252

Pharmacy
Mon. – Fri. 9am-7pm

Sat. 9am-7pm
Closed Sunday
(740) 992-1536www.foodfairmk.com

60
73

14
57

Foglesong Funeral Home
Funerals · Cremations · Pre-planning

J.W. Casto, lll – Director / Licensee-in-Charge
www.foglesongfuneralhome.com

2275 2nd St. 
Mason, WV 25260

(304) 773-5561

60731823

By Bryan Walters
bwalters@aimmediamidwest.com

MASON, W.Va. — What a 
difference a year makes.

Youth played a large role 
in Wahama stumbling to a 
2-8 overall mark in football 
last fall, but the White Fal-
cons have a bit more opti-
mism headed into the 2017 
campaign.

The Red and White — 
who had only two seniors 
on the roster last season 
— have quadrupled that 
number this year and also 
have 17 players returning to 
a 29-strong roster, making 
this Wahama squad a bit 
deeper in both experience 
and talent.

Fifth-year WHS coach 
Dave Barr is hoping that his 
returnees — with a year of 
growing pains under their 
collective belts — will be 
better off this time around, 
mainly due to the fact that 

his troops are going from 
inexperienced underclass-
men to seasoned veterans all 
in the span of 12 months.

Now, it just comes down 
to staying healthy and keep-
ing those experienced play-
ers on the field.

“Expectations should be a 
little higher for us this year 
because we are a year older 
and a year more physically 
mature,” Barr said. “What 
was new to a lot of these 
guys last year is now old hat, 
so we are expecting better 
results than what we had 
last season.

“The big key for us this 
year is staying healthy. Our 
numbers are a bit better 
than last year, but it still 
doesn’t leave us with a ton 
of depth all around the ros-
ter. Keeping our starters on 
the field will be a determin-
ing factor in our success.”

The White Falcons — 
who finished eighth in the 

nine-team TVC Hocking 
standings at 1-7, their lowest 
finish ever since joining the 
league in 2010 — will have 
a strong nucleus of weapons 
to work with despite losing 
the team’s top rusher (Wyatt 
Edwards) and one of their 
best offensive lineman (Tan-
ner Nutter) to graduation.

With plenty of experi-
ence at all positions on both 
sides of the ball, perhaps 
the biggest weapon that 
Wahama has this season is 
the amount of leadership on 
this roster.

Barr is really going to 
lean on his eight seniors 
— Coltyn Hendrick, Bry-
ton Grate, Johnnie Board, 
Garrett Snouffer, Colton 
Arrington, Christian Thom-
as, Carson Eades and Chris-
topher Hesson — to help 
get this program back to its 
traditional winning ways 
this fall.

“Our seniors and their 

leadership will be a really 
big factor in the success of 
this team, and I already see 
those characteristics in them 
this fall,” Barr said. “They 
have really stepped up so 
far in practice, rather it be 
relaying instruction to some 
of the newer guys on where 
to be or what to do or imple-
menting new things into 
the system. They’ve really 
stepped up in being the 
vocal leaders of this team on 
the field.”

Barr, however, is not just 
looking to the senior class 
for leadership — particu-
larly with so many varsity 
returnees coming back to 
this squad.

“We’re fortunate this year 
that we have experience at 
all of the general positions 
on both sides of the ball, so 
we don’t have a lot of first-
timers stepping into spots 

Wahama looking to return to winning ways

Bryan Walters|OVP Sports
The 2017 Wahama White Falcons varsity football team.

2017 WHS FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
Date Opponent Time
Aug. 25 vs Ravenswood 7:30
Sept. 1 vs Waterford 7:30
Sept. 8 at Southern 7:30
Sept. 15 at Belpre 7:30
Sept. 22 vs Federal Hocking 7 pm
Sept. 29 vs Trimble 7:30
Oct. 6 at Eastern 7:30
Oct. 13 at South Gallia 7:30
Oct. 20 vs Miller 7:30
Nov. 3 at Bu�alo 7:30 See WAHAMA | 60
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By Paul Boggs
pboggs@aimmediamidwest.com

MERCERVILLE, Ohio — A year after completely chang-
ing pace, the Rebels —though much more moderately —
are once again shifting gears.

That’s because there’s a new head football coach at South 
Gallia High School — as Mike Smith takes over the Red 
and Gold reigns from seven-year mentor Jason Peck.

And, despite only three seniors on the entire 27-man 
roster, the Rebels should rely on a solid mix of youth and 
experience —aiming to improve upon last season’s 3-7 
record.

“We’re a young team, but a lot of these kids got a lot of 
playing time last year. They are ready to take that next 
step this year,” said Smith.

There are, of course, growing pains — as Smith spelled 
some out during his Media Day interview.

But so far, with the implementation of a different defen-
sive and offensive philosophy, the coach explained that the 
transition “has went well.”

“The kids have responded real well. They’ve worked 
really hard in the weight room and they’ve worked on their 
conditioning quite a bit. It’s been pretty positive so far,” 
said Smith.

The young Rebels need to maintain a positive attitude 

with all the novelties surrounding the program.
For starters, Peck —now the defensive coordinator at 

Hocking College — won’t be on the Rebel sidelines for the 
first time in 18 years.

In addition, star running back Johnny Sheets graduated 
— taking his 17 touchdowns, 225 carries and nine yards 
shy of exactly 1,800 with him.

Sheets was South Gallia’s only first-team all-Southeast 
District Division VII selection — as the Rebels operated 
from the rare double-wing double-tight end foot-to-foot 
line-split formation.

Young Rebels seek to improve with Smith

Paul Boggs|OVP Sports

See YOUNG REBELS | 61
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UNLEASH THE ENERGY

683 St. Rt. 7 N., Gallipolis, OH 45631 • (740) 446-9459

RACING FUEL

WILLIAMS FUEL STOP

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 6am-9pm, Sat. 7am-9pm, & Sun. 9am-5pm
683 St. Rt. 7 N., Gallipolis, OH 45631 • (740) 446-9459

DIESEL TRUCK FUEL BAYS
MOBILE FUEL DELIVERY

MULTIGRADE GAS PUMPS
PROPANE

FREE COFFEE EVERY DAY!

We also supply:We are the ONLY station in this area that 
carries & supplies:

RACING FUEL
OFF ROAD DIESEL FUEL
NON-ETHANOL GASOLINE
(3 cents off gal with cash payment)

Good Luck!!

LET OUR FAMILY
HELP PROTECT YOUR FAMILY

Snouffer’s Fire & Safety is a family run company, founded over 60 years ago
Our licensed technicians will evaluate your home & business to customize the correct 

program to meet your needs.
Licensed in West Virginia-Ohio-Kentucky

INSURED-BONDED-LICENSED
Call today to schedule a no cost no obligation security assessment & consultation

1-800-353-0837     740-992-7075     740-446-4778
www.snouffers.com 60731678

By Alex Hawley
ahawley@aimmediamidwest.com

TUPPERS PLAINS, Ohio 
— With over half of its ros-
ter bring previous varsity 
experience, the 2017 Eastern 
football team is hoping that 
experience pays off.

The Eagles roster features 
30 players, 19 of which were 
on the team last year’s team 
that doubled its win total 
from the previous year. Of 
the 19 returnees, eight are 
entering their third varsity 
campaign, while five seniors 
are headed into their fourth 
season.

Along with seniors Josh 
Brewer, Brayden Holter, 
Trenton Delacruz, Wyatt 
Bissell and Brandon Col-
burn, EHS head coach Pat 
Newland is also entering his 
fourth consecutive year on 
the sidelines.

“We’ve had a lot of guys 
show up through the sum-
mer, lifting weights and 
doing what we need to do,” 
Newland said. “We went 
on our retreat again and it 
all worked out really well. 
I think we had some good 
team bonding and got a lot 
of practice in. We have a lot 
of guys working hard, so it’s 
been a productive summer.

“We’re really thinking 
that Wyatt Bissell, Trenton 
Delacruz and Brandon Col-

burn, those three seniors, 
are really going to step up 
on the defensive line,” New-
land added. “We’re going to 
go how our line goes, if it’s 
strong then we’ll be strong.”

Bissell was an All-Ohio 
special mention and an All-
Southeast District first team 
offensive lineman last fall, 
while Brewer earned an all-
district special mention spot 
for his efforts at running 
back, where he had 601 yards 
and six touchdowns on 133 
carries.

Eastern raised its record 
from 2-8 in 2015 to 4-6 last 
season, including 3-5 in the 
Tri-Valley Conference Hock-
ing Division. The Eagles 
placed sixth overall in the 
nine-team league.

As a team, the 2016 Eagles 
averaged 335.1 yards of total 
offense per game, while 
allowing just 276.9 yards 
per game. However, Eastern 
committed 22 turnovers last 
fall, while only picking up 16 
takeaways on defense.

The Eagles have five 
seniors to replace off of last 
year’s team, in Jett Face-
myer, Jeremiah Martindale, 
Corbett Catlett and Mac 
Browning. Most notably, 
Facemyer was an All-Ohio 
special mention and an all-
district first team quarter-
back, who scored 17 times 
on the ground and added 13 

passing touchdowns in his 
senior campaign.

“He threw the ball, ran 
the ball, at times caught the 
ball and kicked for us,” New-
land said of Jett Facemyer. 
“We’re probably not going 
to have one guy who does 
everything, but were going 
to have multiple guys. We’re 
asking more out of our run-
ning backs. Nate Durst will 
be a little more of a running 
quarterback, maybe not as 
much of a passing threat, but 
more of a running threat.”

Durst, a junior, is one of 
eight Eagles entering their 
third varsity season, along 
with Wyatt Carter, Dillon 
Aeiker, Dylan Creath, Nick 
Edwards, Colten Rayburn, 
Sharp Facemyer and Blaise 
Facemyer.

Blaise Facemyer — an all-
district special mention — 
was the Eagles’ leading pass 
catcher a year ago, hauling 

in 42 passes for 465 yards 
and four scores.

Entering their second 
straight season of varsity 
football at EHS are Daniel 
Harris, Noah Browning, 
Nick Little, Michael Leston, 
Nathan Litchfield, and 
Mollie Maxon. EHS junior 
Dustan McBenge is also 
entering his second varsity 
season, as he missed last 
year.

Newcomers to the Eastern 
football team are sophomore 
Mason Dishong and fresh-
men Matt Blanchard, Steven 
Fitzgerald, Bruce Hawley, 
Blake Newland, Conner Rid-
enour, Preston Thorla, Will 
Oldaker, Jake Barber and 
Brad Hawk.

This fall Eastern will be 
playing the same teams in 
the same order as they did 
in 2016, with the locations 
reversed.

Eastern football aiming for more in 2017

Alex Hawley|OVP Sports

See EASTERN | 62
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Quality Care
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Ultimate Health Care, Inc.
Health Management Nursing Service, Inc.

U.S. Navy Veteran and Gallia County Resident Owned

RN • LPN
Home Health Aides

If you want to be a part of a WINNING team that is made up 
of caring home professionals, give us a call.

60731105

Passport & Disability Approved
Medicare & Medicaid Approved
www.qcnservices.com

146 3rd Ave., Gallipolis, Ohio • 740-446-3808
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By Bryan Walters
bwalters@aimmediamidwest.com

GALLIPOLIS, Ohio — 
Hoping for an encore presen-
tation.

The Ohio Valley Christian 
volleyball program enjoyed a 
memorable 2016 campaign, 
one that resulted in a 23-2 
overall record and a state 
runner-up finish in the Ohio 
Christian Schools Athletic 
Association championship 
match.

The Lady Defenders lost 
a pair of key contributors in 
Katie Bradley and Rachel Sar-
gent to graduation, and first-
year coach Heather Priddy 
did not return to the program.

Nonetheless, the Blue and 
Gold have plenty of familiar 
faces coming back for the 
2017 campaign — including 
the new head coach.

Valerie Westfall — a for-
mer head volleyball coach 
at OVCS — is back for her 
second stint and inherits a 
program with two seniors 
and five varsity returnees on 
a group that goes just seven 
strong.

Despite the limited num-
bers, Westfall admits that it’s 
been a smooth transition and 
that these girls are motivated 
for another season like last 
year.

“The transition has been a 
fun experience so far because 
these girls know what it takes 
to be successful. They’ve 
picked up really quick on my 
approach and how we want 
to play,” Westfall said. “I am 
expecting a lot out of each of 
the seven of them because it’s 
going to take everybody for 
us to be successful this year.”

Ohio Valley Christian 
returns four starters in 
seniors Katie Westfall and 
Cori Hutchison, junior Emily 
Childers and sophomore 
Marcie Kessinger. Junior 
Makala Sizemore also brings 

plenty of back row experi-
ence as a substitute on last 
year’s squad.

The newcomers to the var-
sity roster are freshmen Lau-
ren Ragan and Laura Young, 
both of whom bring different 
dimensions to the squad.

The Lady Defenders will 
have only sub at full strength, 
so Westfall is expecting a lot 
from the few pieces she has to 
work with. Then again, these 
are some pretty versatile 
pieces.

“We have three girls that 
can set and four girls that can 
hit at the net, and all of them 
are good defensive players,” 
Westfall said. “We may not 
have a lot of depth, but all of 
them are capable of contribut-
ing in a lot of ways.”

OVCS has 17 games 
scheduled during the regular 
season, which includes three 
straight road matches to start 
the year and then finishing 
with three of its final matches 
on the road.

Regardless of how those 
regular season matches end 
up playing out, the Lady 
Defenders are definitely more 
focused on playing their best 
volleyball as the postseason 
approaches.

Mainly because they want 
another chance to bring home 
the big trophy.

“These girls are self-
motivated because they want 
to get back to state and they 
want another shot at winning 
a state championship. That 
does make my job a little eas-
ier, to have players with high 
goals,” Westfall said. “We just 
have to stay healthy, work 
together and keep improving 
as the season goes along.”

OVCS will play its first 
home match of the season 
on Tuesday, Aug. 29, when it 
hosts Pike Christian at 6 p.m.

Bryan Walters can be reached at 740-
446-2342, ext. 2101.

OVCS aiming for another state title shot

Bryan Walters|OVP Sports
Pictured are members of the 2017 Ohio Valley Christian varsity volleyball 
team. Standing in front, from left, are Lauren Ragan, Makala Sizemore and 
Marcie Kessinger. Standing in back are Emily Childers, Cori Hutchison, Katie 
Westfall and Laura Young.

See OVCS | 52
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By Alex Hawley
ahawley@aimmediamidwest.com

CENTENARY, Ohio — 
The Blue Angels have cer-
tainly set a high standard for 
themselves, and they don’t 
plan on falling short of it any-
time soon.

The Gallia Academy vol-
leyball team capped off an 
undefeated 2016 regular sea-
son with a district runner-up 
trophy, while setting school 
record for wins, going 25-1.

In the past four seasons, 
GAHS has won five league 
titles, never dropping a 
single game in Ohio Valley 
Conference play last fall. The 
Blue Angels also set a pro-
gram record for win in 2015.

GAHS finished ninth in the 
Ohio High School Volleyball 

Coaches Association Divi-
sion II poll last year, before 
having their season ended in 
district final by state semifi-
nalist Logan Elm, which also 
entered the round of 32 with 
a 25-0 record. To get to their 
first district final since 2001, 
the Blue Angels won a hard-
fought, five-game match over 
Unioto.

For the fourth consecutive 
season, Gallia Academy will 
be led by head coach Janice 
Rosier, who enters 2017 with 
a 64-9 record. Rosier is the 
back-to-back OVC Coach of 
the Year and was District 13 
Division II co-Coach of the 
Year last fall.

“We’re taking it one game 
at a time, I say that every 
year, just one game at a 
time,” Rosier said. “The 
girls put a lot of pressure on 
themselves, so they don’t 
need a whole lot from me. 
That standard that we’ve set, 
they always seem to rise up 
and meet it. I don’t expect 
anything different.”

One of the biggest hurdles 
the Blue Angels will have 
to cross in getting back to 
the round of 32 is replacing 
the five graduates from last 
year’s team, in Jenna Mead-
ows, Carly Shriver, Ryleigh 
Caldwell, Brooke Pasquale 
and Hannah McCormick.

Shriver was a two-time 
All-OVC first teamer, an all-
district second teamer as a 
senior and signed to play for 

the University of Rio Grande.
Meadows was a three-time 

all-district honoree, earn-
ing first team as a junior, 
second team as a sophomore 
and honorable mention as 
a senior. Meadows was an 
all-league first teamer as a 
junior and an all-league hon-
orable mention last fall.

Caldwell and Pasquale 
were both all-district honor-
able mention last fall.

“You can’t replace them,” 

Rosier said of the five play-
ers that graduated off of last 
year’s team. “Urban Meyer 
said ‘We don’t rebuild, we 
just reload,’ and I believe 
that’s what we’re doing. We 
have a young team, so they 
still have a lot to learn, but it 
will come together.”

GAHS has only one senior 
on the 2017 roster, Grace 
Martin, a verbal commit to 
West Virginia State Univer-

Expectations soaring for Blue Angel volleyball

Alex Hawley|OVP Sports
Pictured above are members of the 2017 Gallia Academy varsity volleyball 
team. Kneeling in the front row, from left, is Hunter Copley, Alex Barnes, 
Maddie Wright, Peri Martin and Arianna Jordan. Standing in the middle row 
are assistant coach Kaci Cooke, Taylor Burnette, Katie Carpenter, Ryelee 
Sipple, Megan Bailey and head coach Janice Rosier. Standing in the back row 
are Aubrey Unroe, Grace Martin and Ashton Webb.

See BLUE ANGEL | 38

2017 GAHS 
VOLLEYBALL 
ROSTER
No. Name Grade
2 Peri Martin* So
5 Alex Barnes* So
7 Grace Martin* Sr
10 Ryelee Sipple Fr
11 Ashton Webb* Jr
14 Hunter Copley* Jr
17 Arianna Jordan Jr
18 Katie Carpenter Jr
21 Taylor Burnette Jr
22 Maddie Wright So
23 Megan Bailey So
28 Aubrey Unroe Jr
Head Coach
Janice Rosier (4th season)
* —Indicates varsity returnee.

2017 GAHS VOLLEYBALL SCHEDULE
Date Opponent Time
Aug. 24 at Fairland 6:45
Aug. 29 vs. Rock Hill 6:45
Aug. 31 at Coal Grove 6:45
Sept. 2 vs. River Valley 1 pm
Sept. 5 vs. Portsmouth 6:45
Sept. 7 at Ironton 6:45
Sept. 11 vs. Jackson 7 pm
Sept. 12 vs. South Point 6:45
Sept. 14 at Chesapeake 6:45
Sept. 16 at Circleville Tournament TBA
Sept. 18 at Meigs 7 pm
Sept. 21 vs. Fairland 6:45
Sept. 23 vs. Chillicothe, Logan Elm TBA
Sept. 26 at Rock Hill 6:45
Sept. 28 vs. Coal Grove 6:45
Oct. 3 at Portsmouth 6:45
Oct. 5 vs. Ironton 6:45
Oct. 10 at South Point 6:45
Oct. 12 vs. Chesapeake 6:45
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Try a Mini Max for 
tailgate season!

Gallipolis, OH 740-446-2002
Thomas

Thomas
Gallipolis

Is your only local dealer for Big Green Egg! 
We stock a full line of 

“EGG”cessories, charcoal & Eggs 
in Mini Max, Large & Extra Large.

60730558

By Bryan Walters
bwalters@aimmediamidwest.com

MASON, W.Va. — After 
a constant progression over 
six years, last season seemed 
like a step backwards for the 
Wahama varsity volleyball 
program after going winless 
(0-16) in the Tri-Valley Con-
ference Hocking Division en 
route to a 2-22 overall mark.

The Lady Falcons enter the 
2017 campaign with much 
higher hopes, due in large 
part to having four seniors 
and nine varsity returnees 
back to lead a promising 
group that goes 16 strong.

WHS coach Matt VanMe-
ter — now in his eighth sea-
son in charge of the program 
— is optimistic that this fall 
will be more progressive than 
last year proved to be.

He also has reason for the 

optimism.
“We have several returnees 

from last year, plus we have 
some promising freshmen 
coming into the program,” 
VanMeter said. “We have 
a good mix of experience 
and youth in our depth and 
once we get everybody on 
the same page at this level, I 
really think that we can have 
some success. We are really 
excited about what this sea-
son can be.”

Wahama — which is 
returning five starters — 
brings back a wealth of expe-
rience in seniors Madison 
VanMeter, Elizabeth Mullins, 
Hannah Wren and Destiny 
Sayre, as well as juniors 
MaKinley Bumgarner, Han-
nah Billups, Alexis Mick and 
Lexi Layne.

The team’s lone sopho-
more, Gracie VanMeter, is 

also back from last year’s 
squad.

Two of the team’s players 
— juniors Logan Eades and 
Michela Williamson — were 
also part of the varsity pro-
gram as freshmen, but didn’t 
play last year.

The newcomers to the var-

sity squad are freshmen Mary 
Roush, Harley Roush, Phoebe 
Roush, Victoria VanMatre 
and Emma Gibbs.

There’s a mix of height and 
athleticism throughout the 
group, which should help the 
Red and White in their attack 

Lady Falcons hoping to progress in 2017

Bryan Walters|OVP Sports
Pictured are members of the 2017 Wahama varsity volleyball program. 
Seated in front, from left, are Mary Roush, Harley Roush, Madison VanMeter, 
Elizabeth Mullins, Hannah Wren, Destiny Sayre, Phoebe Roush and Victoria 
VanMatre. Standing in back are MaKinley Bumgarner, Hannah Billups, Alexis 
Mick, Gracie VanMeter, Emma Gibbs, Logan Eades, Michela Williamson, Lexi 
Layne and WHS coach Matt VanMeter.

See LADY FALCONS | 38
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Pleasant Valley Hospital is proud to provide medical care for
students and employees of Mason County Schools.

Pleasant Valley Hospital is pleased to support the Mason County
School system and their nursing staff by providing on-site healthcare to
students and employees.
Medical services are available on a rotating schedule during the school
day. Charlotte Reed, FNP-BC, works in collaboration with a PVH
physician. Charlotte Reed can diagnose, treat illness, prescribe
medications, and work with your Family physician and school nurse.

Quick treatment for
minor illness and
injuries like:

Benefits include:

SCHEDULE

CHARLOTTE REED, FNP-BC &
KRISTAL SMITH, LPN
304.593.8822

• Cold/flu

• Ear infection

• Minor wounds/abrasions

• Sinus infection

• Sore throat

• Sports physicals

• Well checks

• Parents save valuable work time
  and expenses by not having to
  leave work or drive to school
• Mason County School
  employees save time
• Students don’t have to miss
  school
• Prescriptions are called to your
  pharmacy of choiceMonday 8:00am - 11:30am: Hannan Jr/Sr High School

Monday 12:00pm - 3:30pm: Ashton Elementary

Tuesday 8:00am - 11:30am: Leon & Roosevelt Elementary

Tuesday 12:00pm - 3:30pm: Point Pleasant Jr/Sr High School

Wednesday 8:00am - 11:30am: Wahama Jr/Sr High School

Wednesday 12:00pm - 3:30pm: New Haven Elementary

Thursday 8:00am - 11:30am: Point Pleasant Primary

Thursday 12:00pm - 3:30pm: Beale Elementary

Friday 8:00am - 11:30am: Point Pleasant Intermediate

Friday 12:00pm - 3:30pm: Point Pleasant Jr/Sr High School

Mason County Schools
On-Site Healthcare

• Annual gynecologic exams

• Family planning• Labor & Delivery

• Management of chronic conditions

• Menopause management

• Menstrual disorders

• Obstetric care, including 

• Preventive care

• Treatment for minor illness & injury 

  high-risk pregnancies

For more information or to 
schedule an appointment, 
please call (304)857-3638.

60731652
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Pleasant Valley Hospital is proud to provide medical care for
students and employees of Mason County Schools.

Pleasant Valley Hospital is pleased to support the Mason County
School system and their nursing staff by providing on-site healthcare to
students and employees.
Medical services are available on a rotating schedule during the school
day. Charlotte Reed, FNP-BC, works in collaboration with a PVH
physician. Charlotte Reed can diagnose, treat illness, prescribe
medications, and work with your Family physician and school nurse.
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  pharmacy of choiceMonday 8:00am - 11:30am: Hannan Jr/Sr High School

Monday 12:00pm - 3:30pm: Ashton Elementary

Tuesday 8:00am - 11:30am: Leon & Roosevelt Elementary

Tuesday 12:00pm - 3:30pm: Point Pleasant Jr/Sr High School

Wednesday 8:00am - 11:30am: Wahama Jr/Sr High School

Wednesday 12:00pm - 3:30pm: New Haven Elementary

Thursday 8:00am - 11:30am: Point Pleasant Primary

Thursday 12:00pm - 3:30pm: Beale Elementary

Friday 8:00am - 11:30am: Point Pleasant Intermediate

Friday 12:00pm - 3:30pm: Point Pleasant Jr/Sr High School

Mason County Schools
On-Site Healthcare

• Annual gynecologic exams

• Family planning• Labor & Delivery

• Management of chronic conditions

• Menopause management

• Menstrual disorders

• Obstetric care, including 

• Preventive care

• Treatment for minor illness & injury 

  high-risk pregnancies

For more information or to 
schedule an appointment, 
please call (304)857-3638.

60731652
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Mill End Fabrics
270 Mill Street Middleport, OH

(740) 992-3673
Tues-Fri 11am-5pm 

We specialize in 
Machine Quilting

60731603

A�ENTION CLASS OF 2018
Graduation Announcements

Serving the area’s graduates since 1948
255 Mill St., •  Middleport OH 45760

740-992-3345          Mon.-Fri 8:30am to 5pm
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QUALITY PRINT SHOP

By Alex Hawley
ahawley@aimmediamidwest.com

RACINE, Ohio — The Southern vol-
leyball team is a blank canvas, just wait-
ing to turn into a masterpiece.

The 2017 Lady Tornadoes enter the 
season without any player bringing a 
full year of varsity experience, but the 
Purple and Gold do have experience 
replacing seniors with style.

After losing nine seniors off of the 
2015 Tri-Valley Conference Hocking 
Division champion squad, the Lady Tor-
nadoes put together a 21-3 season with 
another league title and a trip to the 
district final in 2016.

Now, SHS has to replace 11 seniors 
from that team, but the Lady Tornadoes 
have done this before and 2016 TVC 
Hocking Coach of the Year Kim Hupp is 
optimistic headed into her second sea-
son at the helm.

“We have been working very hard in 
the gym, we’ve been working on team-
work and quickness.” Hupp said. “This 
group is made of seniors, juniors and 
sophomores, it’s a whole new group of 
girls and they know that a lot of hard 
work has to go in if we’re going to be 
successful this year. I told these girls 
that anything is possible if they come in, 
work hard and work together as a team. 
We all have one goal, we want to be 
successful and I think we can do that, if 
they put the time in.”

The 11 seniors that SHS has to 
replace are Marlee Maynard, Kamryn 
Smith, Amanda Cole, Sierra Cleland, 
Faith Teaford, Macie Michael, Marissa 
Johnson, Sara Schenkelberg, Haley 
Musser, Katie Barton and Talon Drum-
mer.

Maynard was a 4-year varsity setter, a 
two-time all-league honoree and a 2016 
all-district first teamer.

“We have a sophomore setter in Phoe-
nix Cleland and junior setter in Marissa 
Brooker,” said Hupp. “They’re taking 
over a big role from Marlee Maynard. 
They’ve been working hard in the gym, 
so we’re looking for them to do well this 
year and put the ball where we need it 
so we can get kills.”

Smith was the 2016 TVC Hocking 
defensive player of the year, a first team 
all-district selection and a Muskingum 
University signee. Cole, Teaford and 
Sierra Cleland were also all-league 

Lady Tornadoes look for league three-peat

Alex Hawley|OVP Sports
Pictured above are members of the 2017 
Southern varsity volleyball team. Kneeling in 
the front row, from left, are Kassie Barton, Julia 
Montgomery, Jaiden Roberts, Jane Roush, Peyton 
Anderson, Baylee Grueser and Mickenzie Ferrell. 
Standing in the back row are Marissa Brooker, 
Paige VanMeter, Baylee Wolfe, Shelbi Dailey, Abby 
Cummins, Sydney Cleland, Jolisha Ervin and 
Phoenix Cleland.

2017 SHS VOLLEYBALL 
ROSTER
No. Name Grade
1 Kassie Barton So
2 Peyton Anderson Jr
3 Baylee Wolfe So
4 Marissa Brooker Jr
6 Phoenix Cleland So
7 Julia Montgomery Sr
8 Jolisha Ervin Sr
9 Jane Roush* Sr
11 Jaiden Roberts Sr
17 Abby Cummins Jr
20 Mickenzie Ferrell So
21 Sydney Cleland Sr
23 Baylee Grueser Jr
33 Paige VanMeter Sr
37 Shelbi Dailey Sr
Head Coach
Kim Hupp (2nd season)
* —Indicates varsity returnee.

2017 SHS VOLLEYBALL 
SCHEDULE
Date Opponent Time
Aug. 22 at Meigs 7 pm
Aug. 28 at River Valley 7 pm
Aug. 30 vs. Nelsonville-York 7 pm
Aug. 31 vs. South Gallia 7 pm
Sept. 5 at Belpre 7 pm
Sept. 7 vs. Eastern 7 pm
Sept. 9 at Meigs (tri-match 1 pm
 with Marietta)
Sept. 11 at Waterford 7 pm
Sept. 12 at Williamstown 7 pm
Sept. 14 vs. Miller 7 pm
Sept. 18 at Wahama 6 pm
Sept. 19 at Trimble 7 pm
Sept. 21 vs. Federal Hocking 7 pm
Sept. 25 at South Gallia 7 pm
Sept. 26 vs. Belpre 7 pm
Sept. 28 at Eastern 7 pm
Oct. 2 vs. Waterford 7 pm
Oct. 5 at Miller 7 pm
Oct. 9 vs. Wahama 6 pm
Oct. 10 vs. Trimble 7 pm
Oct. 12 at Federal Hocking 7 pm See LADY TORNADOES | 50
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To report outages, call 1-800-282-7204

Your Touchstone Energy ® Cooperative
www.buckeyerec.coop

60731759

Manufacturer of
Pro Haul Dumpbodies

Complete Line of Light 
and Heavy Duty Truck Parts 

Chrome Accessories

(740)-446-0351

2150 Eastern Ave, Gallipolis, OH 45631
SFS TRUCK SALES

Good luck this Fall Season

By Paul Boggs
pboggs@aimmediamidwest.com

MERCERVILLE, Ohio — Sometimes, 
it’s all about attitude.

According to second-year South Gal-
lia High School volleyball coach Sarah 
Wright, the 2017 Lady Rebels —with 
the right attitude — “can accomplish 
extraordinary feats”.

And, Wright may be right.
That’s because the Lady Rebels return 

an impressive 13 letterwinners from 
last season, and have the experience to 
make a serious push towards the top of 
the Tri-Valley Conference Hocking Divi-
sion.

After all, they weren’t that far off last 
season —going 7-17 overall and 5-11 in 
the TVC-Hocking.

“Attitude is a little thing that makes 
a big difference between success and 
failure,” said Wright. “We are leaning on 
our six seniors for leadership and tenac-
ity throughout the season. We hope to 

shake things up and become a bigger 
contender in the TVC. We just have to 
stay devoted and unwavering to our 

Lady Rebels ready to move up

Paul Boggs|OVP Sports
Pictured are members of the 2017 South Gallia 
High School varsity volleyball team. In the front 
row, front left, are Hannah Shafer, Keirsten 
Howell, Olivia Hornsby, Aaliyah Howell, Alyssa 
Cremeens, Mackenzie Martin, Isabella Cochran 
and Emma Shamblin; back row, Allie Sweeney, 
Erin Evans, Christine Griffith, Meret Mingers, 
Rachal Colburn, Kiley Stapleton, Katie Bowling 
and Amaya Howell. Absent when the photo was 
taken were Kara McCormick and Makayla Waugh.

See LADY REBELS | 47

2017 SGHS VOLLEYBALL 
ROSTER
No. Name Grade
1 Alyssa Cremeens* So.
2 Amaya Howell* So.
3 Katie Bowling* So.
4 Kiley Stapleton* So.
5 Olivia Hornsby* Sr.
6 Rachal Colburn* Jr.
7 Makayla Waugh Fr.
8 Isabella Cochran Fr.
10 Aaliyah Howell* Sr.
11 Erin Evans* Sr.
13 Kara McCormick* So.
14 Mackenzie Martin* So.
17 Hannah Shafer* Sr.
22 Emma Shamblin Fr.
24 Allie Sweeney* Sr.
25 Christine Gri¥th* So.
27 Meret Mingers So.
31 Keirsten Howell Sr.
 Marta Canovas So.
Head Coach
Sarah Wright (2nd season)
* —Indicates varsity returnee
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JD INJECTION
 SPECIALISTS, LLC

James E. Diddle, 
President/Owner

jddrilling@hotmail.com

PO Box 369 | Racine, Ohio | 47760 SR 248
Long Bottom, Ohio | 740-949-2512

60731681

Best of luck this season!

Ridenour’s Gas Service

• •

• esidential
• Commercial
• Bul   Bottled
• Home
• Farm
• ndustry

• epair
• Sales  Service
• Vented  nvented Heaters
• mpire  Free 
    Standing Fireplaces
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By Bryan Walters
bwalters@aimmediamidwest.com

POINT PLEASANT, W.Va. — Aiming 
for a different kind of banner year.

The Point Pleasant volleyball team 
had a breakthrough campaign in 2016 
after setting a school record for wins 
with a 17-12 overall mark, its finest sea-
son since the program returned to the 
varsity ranks back in 2008.

As the Lady Knights head into the 
2017 season, there is optimism that the 
program can be even better this fall — 
given that four starters, three seniors 
and nine varsity returnees are back to 

guide a team that goes 19 strong.
With an influx of incoming talent to 

add to both experience and depth, third-
year PPHS coach Marla Cottrill believes 
that this could possibly be the year 
that the Red and Black reach their first 
major summit while trying to build the 
program up.

Fortunately, her troops have a similar 
belief.

“We have several goals this year, but 
the biggest one is that we want to get 
to the state tournament,” Cottrill said. 
“We have nine returnees from last year 
and a lot of experience in our upper-
classmen, plus the girls have worked 
harder this offseason than any other off-
season we have had in our nine years as 
a varsity program. The girls have really 
put some work in to get ready for the 
season, so we are optimistic about this 
year and we are ready to get started.”

Point Pleasant will look to its three 
returning seniors for leadership, as well 
as six returning underclassmen that all 
learned how to be successful at the var-
sity level last fall.

Back are seniors Mackenzie Freeman, 
Brenna Dotson and Gracie Cottrill, 
juniors Madison Hatfield and Lanea 
Cochran, and sophomores Sami Saun-
ders, Hayley Milhoan, Olivia Dotson 
and Peyton Jordan.

The newcomers hoping to reach the 
varsity ranks this fall are junior Savan-
nah Wroten, as well as junior exchange 
students Cristina Casacuberta, Beke 
Jensen and Maria Da Costa.

Sophomores Remington Durst, Chey-
enne Durst and Shyanna Utterback are 

trying to move up to the varsity squad, 
as are freshmen Makayla Gibbs, Olivia 
Boggess and Tristan Wilson.

Despite those nine experienced play-
ers, that is still less than half of the 
current roster — which leaves some 
questions and plenty of room for growth 
headed into this year.

“In a lot of ways this team is still 
really young, so we will have a bit of a 
learning curve as we try to get some of 
the new girls acclimated to playing at 
the varsity level,” Cottrill said. “At the 
same time, our starting six has a lot of 
experience … so getting the new girls 
up to speed will be a responsibility that 
our returnees will have to take on.

“We are really going to need those 
newcomers to progress if we hope to 

Lady Knights aiming high in 2017

Bryan Walters|OVP Sports
Pictured are members of the 2017 Point Pleasant 
varsity volleyball team. Sitting in front, from 
left, are Makayla Gibbs, Olivia Boggess, Tristan 
Wilson, Brenna Dotson, Mackenzie Freeman and 
Gracie Cottrill. Kneeling in middle are Shyanna 
Utterback, Peyton Jordan, Olivia Dotson, 
Savannah Wroten and Beke Jensen. Standing in 
back are Cheyenne Durst, Hayley Milhoan, Lanea 
Cochran, Madison Hatfield, Sami Saunders, Maria 
Da Costa, Cristina Casacuberta and Remington 
Durst.

2017 PPHS VOLLEYBALL 
ROSTER
No. Name Grade
1 Savannah Wroten Jr
2 Peyton Jordan* So
3 Brenna Dotson* Sr
4 Beke Jensen Jr
5 Mackenzie Freeman* Sr
6 Sami Saunders* Fr
7 Cheyenne Durst So
8 Madison Hat�eld* Jr
9 Shyanna Utterback So
10 Olivia Dotson* So
11 Lanea Cochran* Jr
13 Maria Da Costa Jr
14 Makayla Gibbs Fr
15 Olivia Boggess Fr
16 Cristina Casacuberta Jr
17 Hayley Milhoan* So
18 Gracie Cottrill* Sr
19 Tristan Wilson Fr
20 Remington Durst So
Head Coach
Marla Cottrill (3rd season)
* —Indicates varsity returnee.

See LADY KNIGHTS | 48
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By Alex Hawley
ahawley@aimmediamidwest.com

TUPPERS PLAINS, Ohio — The 
Lady Eagles are under new guidance, 
but there is still plenty of experience to 
go around.

The 2017 Eastern volleyball team has 

eight players with at least one year of 
varsity experience and first-year head 
coach Megan Cross — who was the 
Lady Eagles’ junior varsity coach last 
fall — is ready to lead the Lady Eagles 
to a successful year.

Cross — a Meigs High School gradu-
ate, who played volleyball for four years 
at the University of Charleston — is 
replacing Katie Williams, who, in four 
seasons, compiled an overall record of 
49-39, including 41-23 in the TVC Hock-
ing. Williams was named All-Southeast 
District Coach of the Year in 2015, and 
earned co-Coach of the Year honors in 
the league that same season.

“It’s been good so far, we have about 
30 girls between junior varsity and var-
sity, so we had a really good turnout this 
year,” said Cross. “We have returning 
five seniors, one new senior in Sidney 
Cook. She’s pretty well known for her 
softball talent and she played volleyball 
her freshman and sophomore years. I’m 
glad that I have a lot of returning varsity 
players to help me out.”

Along with Cook, Eastern’s five four-
year seniors are outside hitter Morgain 
Little, libero Elayna Bissell, setter Mor-
gan Baer and middle blocker Mackenzie 
Brooks.

Baer was a second team all-district 

Lady Eagles aiming to contend in 2017

Alex Hawley|OVP Sports
Pictured above are members of the 2017 Eastern 
varsity volleyball team. Kneeling in the front row, 
from left, are Jenna Chadwell, Sydney Sanders, 
Alexus Metheney, Allison Barber, Kelsey Casto 
and Alisa Ord. Standing in the back row are 
Morgain Little, Sidney Cook, Elayna Bissell, 
Morgan Baer and Mackenzie Brooks.

See LADY EAGLES | 49

2017 EHS VOLLEYBALL 
ROSTER
No. Name Grade
1 Allison Barber* Jr
2 Alexus Metheney* Jr
4 Jenna Chadwell Fr
5 Alisa Ord Fr
9 Sydney Sanders Fr
10 Kelsey Casto* Jr
11 Mackenzie Brooks* Sr
12 Morgain Little* Sr
13 Sidney Cook Sr
15 Morgan Baer* Sr
21 Elayna Bissell* Sr
Head Coach
Megan Cross (1st season)
* —Indicates varsity returnee.
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Oil and Gas Wells Drilling and Operation

Spencer R. Carpenter
Vice President

James E. Diddle 
President

J.D. Drilling 
Company

P.O. Box 369, Racine, OH 45771
740-949-2512

PULLINS EXCAVATING INC.
Family Owned & Operated for over 48 years

33334 SR 833 • Pomeroy, Ohio
740-992-2478 •pullins1@yahoo.com

HERE’S TO A GREAT SEASON
GOOD LUCK TO ALL OUR TEAMS!
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By Paul Boggs
pboggs@aimmediamidwest.com

BIDWELL, Ohio — For 
the Lady Raiders, it’s the 
senior circuit.

Spearheaded by seven 
seniors, and eight letterwin-
ners from last season, the 
River Valley High School vol-
leyball squad seeks to simply 
improve.

After all, with a dismal 
2-20 record last season —and 
winless in the Tri-Valley 
Conference Ohio Division in 
a dozen tries —there is little 
place to go but up.

Furthermore, there are 
building blocks in place, as 

five seniors played varsity 
volleyball last season —and 
played plenty.

The Lady Raiders are 
led by first-year head coach 
Brent Smith, who has 
coached in 33 different sea-
sons — in four or five other 
sports.

However, this is his first 
season coaching volleyball at 
any level.

Still, he believes he has 
a good nucleus for his first 
year.

So much so that Smith is 
confident that this club can 
win right away.

“I’m a little green (coach-
ing volleyball), but I knew 
coming in that six girls 
have played a long period 
of time, so I knew we had 
a fairly good foundation,” 
said Smith. “My thought 
was more if I could bring 
these girls to be a cohesive 
team, and care more about 
the overall scheme rather 
than their individual stats, 
then we could a long way. 
Usually when you think of a 
coaching change, you think 
of a rebuilding situation. 
But when you’re walking 
into eight varsity letterwin-
ners from last season, a lot 
of upperclassmen, that’s not 
rebuilding. That’s win now, 
and that’s what we’re trying 

to do. You want to send these 
seven seniors out on a high 
note, because this is their 
year. We have to do it now, 
and I think we can.”

But first, realistically River 
Valley has a long way to go to 
compete with the top half of 
the brutal Tri-Valley Confer-
ence Ohio Division.

The Raiders graduated five 
seniors —the most notewor-
thy being setter Angel Toler, 
River Valley’s only all-TVC-
Ohio selection who is now 
playing at the University of 
Findlay.

Smith said seniors Isabella 
Mershon and Jessica Roush, 
along with juniors Cierra 
Roberts and Kelsey Brown, 

are trying to fill that setting 
void.

Mershon, Roush and 
Roberts all return from last 
season —as the Raiders plan 
to execute both a 6-2 and 5-1 
offense.

“Angel is going to be hard 
to replace,” said Smith. “She 
was the setter a good two 
years. Everybody has to learn 
the new setter, the new tim-
ing. We have a 6-2, which 
will be our base, and we like 
the 5-1, but that is more for a 
lineup like Izzy (Mershon) as 
the setter with a lot of height 
and hitting around her. It 
just depends on the oppo-

Senior circuit for Lady Raiders

Paul Boggs|OVP Sports
Pictured are members of the 2017 River Valley High School varsity volleyball 
team. In the front row, front left, are Jordan Garrison, Jenna Burke, Jessica 
Roush and Cierra Roberts; back row, head coach Brent Smith, Jaden Neal, 
Kasey Birchfield, Carly Gilmore, Madison Tabor, Kelsey Brown, Rachel Horner, 
Rayanna Adkins and assistant coach Valerie Tabor. Absent when the photo 
was taken was Isabella Mershon.

2017 RVHS 
VOLLEYBALL 
ROSTER
No. Name Grade
3 Carly Gilmore* Sr.
5 Rachel Horner* Jr.
8 Jessica Roush* Sr.
9 Jaden Neal* Sr.
10 Cierra Roberts* Jr.
11 Isabella Mershon* Sr.
12 Jordan Garrison Jr.
16 Rayanna Adkins* Sr.
17 Jenna Burke Sr.
19 Madison Tabor* Sr.
21 Kasey Birch�eld So.
34 Kelsey Brown Jr.
Head Coach
Brent Smith (1st season)
* —Indicates varsity returnee See LADY RAIDERS | 49



2017 Fall Sports Preview
     23

333 Page Street • Middleport, Ohio
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Blue Sky therapy o�ers the best in personalized 
patient care, innovative therapy programs and 

quality tools to maximize outcomes for our patients.

“A celebration of life”
since 1988

60731992

Call us today for a tour of our facility

Call 740.992.3381 or visit simmonsinsuranceagency.com

No one loves to shop for insurance – except us. So let us do it for you. 
We look at dozens and only recommend companies that do claims 
right – like Grange.

Let us
do the shopping for you.

60731876

Let us
do the shopping for you.

No one loves to shop for insurance - except us. 
So let us do it for you. We look at dozens and 
only recommend companies that do claims 
right - like Grange.

Call 740.992.3381 or visit 
simmonsinsuranceagency.com

By Bryan Walters
bwalters@aimmediamidwest.com

ASHTON, W.Va. — There’s 
nowhere to go but up.

The Hannan volleyball 
team suffered through the 
toughest of 2016 campaigns 
after going 0-22 while watch-
ing its roster slowly dete-
riorate due to accumulating 
injuries.

The Lady Cats could only 
endure as four of their start-
ers were eventually lost 
for the season due to knee 
injuries, concussions and 
other medical issues that left 
the Blue and White enter-
ing games with just barely 
enough players to participate 
— more or less be competi-
tive.

This year, however, there is 
a little more reason for opti-
mism as Hannan opens the 
2017 season with six varsity 
returnees and four seniors on 
a roster that goes 12 strong.

Half of the team will con-

sist of freshmen playing at 
the varsity level for the first 
time, but third-year HHS 
coach Kellie Thomas believes 
that the mix of talented new-

comers and veteran experi-
ence could allow the Lady 
Cats to enjoy some positive 
results.

Lady Cats looking for success in 2017

Courtesy photo
Pictured are members of the 2017 Hannan varsity volleyball team. Kneeling 
in front, from left, are Kassidee Bush, Cassidy Duffer, Jessica Dalton and 
Hailey White. Standing in middle are Halie Johnson, Bailey Hudnall, Pammie 
Ochs, Morgan Porter and Josie McCoy. Standing in back are assistant coach 
Frankie Hudnall, McKenzie McQueen, Tonika Coleman and HHS coach Kellie 
Thomas.

2017 HHS 
VOLLEYBALL 
ROSTER
No. Name Grade
2 Josie McCoy* Jr
3 Jessica Dalton* Sr
4 Brianna Fraley Fr
7 Morgan Porter Fr
13 Cassidy Du�er* Sr
14 McKenzie McQueen Fr
17 Bailey Hudnall Fr
19 Kassidee Bush* Sr
22 Tonika Coleman Fr
23 Pammie Ochs* Jr
24 Halie Johnson Fr
26 Hailey White* Sr
Head Coach
Kellie Thomas (3rd season)
* —Indicates varsity returnee. See LADY CATS | 58-59
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(740) 446-0852
Weatherholt Chapel

420 First Avenue
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Vinton Chapel
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Jared A. Moore
Director www.mccoymoore.com
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By Alex Hawley
ahawley@aimmediamidwest.com

ROCKSPRINGS, Ohio — 
The best of both worlds.

The 2017 Meigs volleyball 
team has a mix of youth and 
experience, as the 2017 Lady 
Marauders look to keep the 
program moving in the right 
direction.

Six of the 13 Lady Maraud-
ers on this year’s roster were on 
the 2016 team, which improved 
its win total by five from the 
previous year.

Along with seven first-year 
varsity players, Meigs will be 
under the guidance of first-
year varsity head coach Lea 
Ann King, who has been MHS 

junior varsity coach for the 
last three seasons and MJHS 
seventh grade coach for one 
season before that.

King is replacing four-year 
head coach Lori Carter, who, 
in four seasons guided the 
Maroon and Gold to a 41-53 
record, including 20-28 in the 
TVC Ohio and 4-4 in the post-
season.

“I expect my seniors to step 
up this year and I have some 
juniors who are stepping up 
into a leadership role as well,” 
King said. “We’ve stepped up 
our game this year. I had some 
people who have been very 
successful in volleyball come 
in and work with us at a few 
practices, and the girls are 
responding greatly. They want 
to be pushed, they want to get 
better.

“We’ve had open gyms 
throughout the summer,” added 
King. “We had All-American 
Volleyball Camps come in for a 
week and do a camp, we’ve had 
very intense conditioning and 
we just started intensive split-
team practices.”

Two of Meigs’ three seniors, 
Paige Denney and Maddie Hen-
dricks, are each entering their 
third varsity season, as is the 
junior duo of Kassidy Betzing 
and Allie Hanstine.

Entering their second con-
secutive varsity campaigns 
are MHS senior McKenzie 
Ohlinger, and junior Maddie 

Fields. MHS junior Marissa 
Noble — who played as a fresh-
man — is also back on the vol-
leyball team after running cross 
country last fall.

“We have Marissa Noble 
back and she’ll be a key player,” 
King said. “We have Allie 
Hanstine coming back, she’s 
been injured the past couple 
of years. Maddie Fields is our 
main setter, she stepped up in 
the middle of last season when 
they played a 6-2 defense.”

Meigs has four seniors to 
replace from last year’s team, 
Devyn Oliver, Alliyah Pullins, 
Morgan Lodwick and Jordan 
Roush. Oliver and Pullins 
both earned all-league and all-
district honors last fall.

Looking to fill the void left 
by graduation, Meigs has six 
newcomers to the varsity roster 
in juniors Deidra Cleland and 
Alysha King, sophomores Maci 
Hood and Saelym Larsen and 
freshmen Baylee Tracy and 
Hannah Durst.

“Everyone has stepped up to 
their roles, I’m excited to see 
what they’re going to give me,” 
Coach King said. “They don’t 
like to talk and that’s what our 
key is. They can fill the roles, 
but talking is where we really 
need to get them going. We 
need to talk, we need to cover, 
we need to get our hits down, 
and we need to make as few 
errors as we can.”

Lady Marauders aim to keep improving in 2017

Alex Hawley|OVP Sports
Pictured above are members of the 2017 Meigs varsity volleyball team. 
Kneeling in the front row, from left, are Maddie Hendricks, Baylee Tracy, 
Maci Hood, Deidra Cleland, Hannah Durst, Maddie Fields and Paige Denney. 
Standing in the back row are head coach Lea Ann King, Alysha King, Kassidy 
Betzing, Allie Hanstine, Marissa Noble, Saelym Larsen and McKenzie 
Ohlinger.

2017 MHS 
VOLLEYBALL 
ROSTER
No. Name Grade
1 Baylee Tracy Fr
2 Maddie Fields* Jr
3 Kassidy Betzing* Jr
4 Paige Denney* Sr
6 Maci Hood So
7 Maddie Hendricks* Sr
8 Marissa Noble Jr
9 Allie Hanstine* Jr
10 McKenzie Ohlinger* Sr
11 Hannah Durst Fr
13 Saelym Larsen So
15 Alysha King Jr
17 Deidra Cleland Jr
Head Coach
Lea Ann King (1st season)
* —Indicates varsity returnee. See LADY MARAUDERS | 60
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By Bryan Walters
bwalters@aimmediamidwest.com

POINT PLEASANT, W.Va. — You reap 
what you sow.

After going through a bit of a youth 
movement last fall, the 2017 version of 
the Point Pleasant girls soccer team will 
be one that is all about growth.

The Lady Knights won only one of 
their first eight matches last season, but 
showed some late promise en route to fin-
ishing the year with a 5-10-3 overall mark.

With five seniors and 11 varsity return-
ees back on a 16 strong roster, fifth-year 
PPHS coach Chris Errett has larger hopes 
for the 2017 campaign.

“We had a bit of a rough start to last 
year, mainly because we were just so 
young in a lot of places around the field. 
We really turned the corner and put 
together a pretty good second half of the 
season,” Errett said. “This year, we have 
a lot of experienced players coming back 
that know how to win, so we do have 
some higher expectations headed into 

this season.”
Point Pleasant lost six seniors to gradu-

ation, including their top goal scorer and 
best overall player in Chelsea Black — 
who signed on with the University of Rio 
Grande women’s program.

The Lady Knights, however, are finding 
that experience can help offset those loss-
es, plus there isn’t as much of a learning 
curve this year due to mostly everybody 
competing at the varsity level before.

Errett acknowledged that, thus far, the 
transition into the 2017 season has gone 
quite well — and a lot of that has to do 
with a large majority of players returning 
to the program.

“It helps when you have experienced 
players that know how hard you have to 
work to be successful at this level, and 
these girls have worked very hard in 
preparation for the season,” Errett said. 
“In a lot of ways we’re off on the right 
foot just through the first few practices 
because they just came in and picked up 
right where they left off last year.

“Really, we have two players coming 

back to the program that played a few 
years ago, so the freshmen are really the 
only players not acclimated to the varsity 
game. The girls are really excited for the 
season to get started.”

Lady Knights have high hopes for 2017

Bryan Walters|OVP Sports
Pictured are members of the 2017 Point Pleasant 
varsity girls soccer team. Kneeling in front, from 
left, are Ashley Staats, Kira Henderson, Faith 
Cook, Monica Cook, Ashley Smith, Lacie Mullins 
and Lexi Watkins-Lovejoy. Standing in back are 
Bailey Thomas, Katey Woomer, Penelope Haught, 
Alex Warden, Grace Lee, Caitlin Peal, Peyton 
Campbell, Teagan Hay, PPHS coach Chris Errett 
and Morgan Miller.

See LADY KNIGHTS | 57 & 62
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By Paul Boggs
pboggs@aimmediamidwest.com

CENTENARY, Ohio — 
Indeed, the Blue Devils don’t 
have high numbers this year 
— nor do they have the same 
personnel.

Still, don’t expect the young 
Gallia Academy High School 
soccer squad to make any 
excuses.

Rather, the Blue Devils — 
coming off their two most 
historic seasons in program 
history — are becoming accus-
tomed to high expectations.

Despite only 17 players in 
the entire program, and only 
three seniors following the 
departure of 13 total charges 
from last year, Gallia Academy 
is ready to reload for another 
potentially special fall.

The Blue and White will 
also be guided by a new head 
coach, as Cory Camden takes 
over the program from two-
year mentor Richard Isberner.

“We’re a very young team, 
we have a lot of underclassmen 
and replacing so many senior 
starters is going to be hard. 
But at the same time, it’s invit-
ing to get a fresh look at some 
of these kids who have waited 
in the wings. Now they get 
their chance,” said Camden. 
“Just getting that experience 
under our belt is going to be 
the key.”

The Blue Devils did gradu-

ate nine seniors, including Isa-
iah Lester — Gallia Academy’s 
only all-Ohio soccer honoree in 
school history.

Lester landed 34 goals last 
season —setting a school 
record for most markers in a 
single campaign.

He made Division II second-
team all-state, as GAHS also 
graduated two-time all-district 
honoree Madi Oiler.

Also gone are goalkeeper 
Caden Wilt — and starters 
Colton Fallon, Jacob Ratliff, 
Ben Rutherford, Brycen Cau-
dill, Nathaniel Riddle and 
Drew Hall.

Two other players trans-
ferred out of the district — 
and foreign-exchange students 
Pedro Carrascal and Miguel 
Velasco were there for one 
year.

The losses have left Camden 
with no reserve team, and only 
five juniors as part of the 17.

That means half of the roster 
will consist of underclassmen, 
as only Tristan Eggers, Pierce 
Wilcoxon and Obie Reeves are 
the trio of seniors.

Camden said with such a 
youthful unit, putting play-
ers in the proper positions is 
important.

Justin Day was the striker 
opposite Lester, as Morgan 
Stanley started sparingly — 
while Andrew Toler took over 
in goal when Wilt was out with 
a concussion.

Day should return at for-
ward, although he may see 
some action as an attacking 
midfielder.

Emmanuel Valadez is the 
likely forward opposite Day.

“We would like to keep 
Justin (Day) up high as much 
as possible, but with such a 
young team and trying to fill 
holes and help out where he 
needs, he’s probably going to 
have to overlap and help on 
the defensive side as well,” 
said Camden.

And, Camden is overly-
emphasizing defense — since 
scoring may be more scarce.

“We’ve done a ton of defen-
sive drills, defensive structure, 
making sure all the movement 
in the defense acknowledges 
who is covering what. Because 
we are going to have to defend 
a lot,” he said. “This year, we 
are going to be a very defen-

sive-minded team. Teams in 
the past here could play a 4-4-2 
and push with all the speed 
they had up front. We’re not a 
slow team by any means, but 
we have to utilize that speed in 
a different sense and more on 
the defensive side. We want a 
lot of our core down the spine 
to help work the ball and help 
keep the ball out of the center.”

Eggers is a defender — with 
Trinity Eggers at either out-
side fullback or center back.

Ian Hill will be a center back 
or defensive midfielder, with 
Wilcoxon playing an attacking 
midfielder or wing — or even 
right or left midfield.

Camden plans to play a 4-2-
3-1 formation, zeroing in on 
the box around the 18 to force 
the ball to the outside.

Tristan Posley is expected to 

Camden leads new-look Blue Devils

Paul Boggs|OVP Sports
Pictured are members of the 2017 Gallia Academy High School varsity 
soccer squad. In the front row, from left, are Colton Roe, Brooke Hamilton, 
Trinity Eggers, Koren Truance, Gretchen McConnell, Anthony Borden and 
Tristan Posley; back row, head coach Cory Camden, Morgan Stanley, Tristan 
Eggers, Emmanuel Valadez, Ian Hill, Andrew Toler, Bode Wamsley, Justin Day, 
Pierce Wilcoxon and assistant coach Brett Wilt. Absent when the photo was 
taken were Obie Reeves and Kaylie Clark.

See CAMDEN | 50-51
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Bryan Walters|OVP Sports
Pictured are members of the 2017 Point Pleasant varsity 
girls soccer team. Kneeling in front, from left, are Conner 
Fields, Isaiah Snyder, Adam Veroski, Austin Nott, Jacob 
Bryant, Justin Staats, Cohen Yates, Zach Rediger and 
Braxton Watkins-Lovejoy. Standing in back are PPHS 
coach Chip Wood, Kaydean Eta, Peyton Hughes, Chase 
Walker, Cole Walker, Jacob Hussell, Alex Carlisle, Garrett 
Hatten, assistant Zach Sayre and assistant Tommy Foust.

2017 PPHS BOYS 
SOCCER ROSTER
No. Name Grade
1 Cole Walker* Sr
3 Jacob Hussell* Sr
5 Cohen Yates* So
6 Justin Staats* Sr
7 Adam Verosky Fr
9 Alex Carlisle* Sr
10 Braxton Watkins-Lovejoy Fr
11 Austin Nott* Sr
12 Chase Walker* Sr
14 Jacob Bryant* Sr
15 Conner Fields Fr
16 Isaiah Snyder* So
17 Garrett Hatten* So
18 Peyton Hughes* So
20 Zach Rediger* So
22 Kaydean Eta* So
Head Coach
Chip Wood (2nd season)
* —Indicates varsity returnee.

2017 PPHS BOYS SOCCER 
SCHEDULE
Date Opponent Time
Aug. 19 vs Ravenswood 11 a.m.
Aug. 22 vs Teays Valley Christian 7 p.m.
Aug. 28 at Lincoln County 6 p.m.
Aug. 29 at Gallia Academy 5:30
Aug. 30 at Nitro 5:30
Sept. 5 vs TBA 7 p.m.
Sept. 11 at Cross Lanes Christian 7 p.m.
Sept. 12 vs Huntington St. Joseph 7 p.m.
Sept. 14 vs Gallia Academy 7 p.m.
Sept. 16 vs Shady Spring 1 p.m.
Sept. 19 at Ohio Valley Christian 6 p.m.
Sept. 21 at Huntington 5:30
Sept. 23 vs Warren 1 p.m.
Sept. 27 vs St. Marys 7 p.m.
Sept. 28 vs Parkersburg South 7 p.m.
Sept. 30 vs Williamstown noon
Oct. 3 at TBA 6 p.m.
Oct. 7 at Sissonville noon
Oct. 10 at Shady Spring 6:30
Oct. 11 vs Cabell Midland 7 p.m.
Oct. 26 vs TBA TBA

See BLACK KNIGHTS | 63
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courtesy photo
Pictured above are members of the 2017 Meigs girls golf team. Standing 
from left to right are head coach Alyssa Andrews, Kaitlin Cotterill, Shelby 
Whaley, Mikayla Radcliffe and Olivia Haggy.

Alex Hawley|OVP Sports
Pictured above are members of the 2017 Meigs boys golf team. Standing 
in the front row, from left, are Bailey Jones, Theo McElroy, Levi Chapman, 
Wyatt Nicholson, Brayden Ervin, Brody Reynolds and Griffin Buck. Standing 
in the back row are head coach Tom Cremeans, Bryce Swatzel, Cole Arnott, 
Austin Mahr, Bobby Musser, Dawson Justice, Gus Kennedy, Caleb Stanley 
and Trenton Peacock.

Marauder golf team hope to keep rolling

By Alex Hawley
ahawley@aimmediamidwest.com

ROCKSPRINGS, Ohio — In an 
inconsistent game, the Marauders have 
been, well, consistent.

The Meigs boys golf team won all 
seven Tri-Valley Conference Ohio Divi-
sion golf matches last season, giving 
the Marauders their fourth title in five 
years, including their third outright.

In their quest to stay atop the seven-
team league, the Marauders and ninth-
year head coach Tom Cremeans — the 
2016 TVC Ohio Coach of the Year — 
have 10 returning golfers and have just 
one senior to replace, in three-time all-
league performer Chase Whitlatch.

“I think Wyatt Nicholson has already 
taken that role,” Cremeans said of 
replacing Whitlatch. “I think that Wyatt 

2017 MHS GIRLS GOLF ROSTER
Name Grade
Shalynn Mitchell* Jr
Lydia Edwards* Jr
Mikayla Radcli�e* So
Caitlin Cotterill Fr
Shelby Whaley Fr
Olivia Haggy Fr
Kylee Robinson Fr
Head Coach Alyssa Andrews (1st season)
* — Indicates varsity returnee.

2017 MHS BOYS GOLF 
ROSTER
Name Grade
Theo McElroy* Sr
Levi Chapman* Sr
Bryce Swatzel* Sr
Caleb Stanley* Sr
Wyatt Nicholson* Jr
Brody Reynolds* Jr
Bobby Musser* So
Gus Kennedy* So
Dawson Justice* So
Brayden Ervin* So
Austin Mahr So
Cole Arnott So
Trenton Peacock Fr
Gri¥n Buck Fr
Bailey Jones Fr
Head Coach Tom Cremeans (9th 
season)
* — Indicates varsity returnee.

2017 MHS GOLF SCHEDULE
Date Host Time
Aug. 15 River Valley 4:30
Aug. 16 Alexander 4:30
Aug. 23 Meigs 4:30
Aug. 30 Nelsonville-York 4:30
Sept. 7 Wellston 4:30
Sept. 14 Vinton County 4:30
Sept. 18 Athens 4:30

See MARAUDER GOLF | 65
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Courtesy photo
Pictured are members of the 2017 Point Pleasant varsity golf team. Standing 
from left are Bryce Tayengco, Haley Pierson, Dylan Tayengco and Colton 
Fridley. J.D. Leach was absent when the photo was taken.

2017 PPHS GOLF ROSTER
Name Grade
Bryce Tayengco* Sr
Colton Fridley* Jr
Haley Pierson* Jr
Dylan Tayengco* So
J.D. Leach Fr
Head Coach
Stacey Walton (3rd season)
* — Indicates varsity returnee.

2017 PPHS GOLF SCHEDULE
Date Match Time
Aug. 1 at Wahama 4:30
Aug. 3 at Win�eld 4:30
Aug. 7 vs Meigs at Riverside 4:30
Aug. 10 at Spring Valley (Silos) 4:30
Aug. 15 at Poca (Scarlet Oaks) 4:30
Aug. 29 vs SVHS at Riverside 4:30
Sept. 6 at Poca (Big Bend) 4:30
Sept. 7 at Win�eld (Sleepy Hollow) 4:30
Sept. 20 at Bu�alo (Meadowland) 4:30
Sept. 25 WV Regional Meet TBD
Oct. 3-4 WV State Meet TBD

See POINT GOLF | 64
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By Paul Boggs
pboggs@aimmediamidwest.com

GALLIPOLIS, Ohio — This 
season, the Blue Devils — and 
Blue Angels — are quite green.

That’s because only two of the 
top eight Gallia Academy boys 
golfers return from last season, 
while only two of the 12 Blue 
Angels on this year’s roster are 
back.

While numbers are not an 
issue, as both clubs sport a 
dozen linksters apiece, experi-
ence is —aside from the Thomas 
brothers for the boys.

For the girls, there are no 
seniors — as the team’s two 
juniors are the only returnees.

Mark Allen, beginning his 
fifth season as the Gallia Acad-
emy golf coach, said improve-

ment is the program’s primary 
goal.

“We have some rebuilding to 
do and a lot of inexperience, 
but that’s okay,” he said. “Kaden 
Thomas is our only senior on 
either side (boys and girls). We 
have 24 total kids and only one 
senior, so that’s a lot of youth. 
We want to improve from the 
beginning of the season to the 
end of the year more than any 
other team in Blue Devil his-
tory. So our goal is to get better 
from start to finish, That doesn’t 
always happen in golf, because a 
lot of kids play during the sum-
mer, and you’re improvement in 
golf isn’t always linear anyway.”

The Blue Devils are the 
two-time defending Ohio Val-
ley Conference champions, but 
graduated three four-year play-

ers in Jeremy Brumfield, Miles 
Cornwell and Josh Davis.

Another regular in the six-
man rotation, Taae Hamid, did 
not come out to play.

Thus, the top returnee is 
senior Kaden Thomas —a four-
year golfer who is actually the 
only senior on either side.

His brother, sophomore Reece 
Thomas, returns for his second 
season.

Allen expects the tandem to 
lead the way.

“It won’t be without some 
growing pains of course, but I 
expect both Kaden and Reece to 
have good years,” he said. “I’ve 
been really pleased with those 
two. They played a lot during 
the summer. Kaden especially 
has shown great leadership and 
mentoring these younger guys.”

Aside from the Thomas broth-
ers, only sophomores Hobie Gra-
ham and Elijah Blazer — and 
junior Elijah Baird — have any 
experience in varsity matches.

The newcomers include 
juniors Wyatt Sipple, Bo Saxon 
and Eli Rutherford, as Sipple 
played football for the past two 
years.

There are also four freshmen 
— Cooper Davis, Grant Bryan, 
Dylan Walker and Nick Mayes.

Of that foursome, only Davis 
has any significant experience 
playing golf.

On the girls side, the two 
returnees are Molly Fitzwater 
and Sydney Crothers, as Fitzwa-
ter finished among the top-10 in 
last season’s sectional meet.

GAHS golfers look to gain experience

Pictured are members of the 2017 Gallia Academy High School boys golf 
team. In the front row, from left, are Dylan Walker, Hobie Graham, Grant 
Bryan, Elijah Blazer and Cooper Davis; back row, Wyatt Sipple, Eli Rutherford, 
Elijah Beard, Kaden Thomas, Reece Thomas, Nick Mayes and Bo Saxon.

Paul Boggs|OVP Sports
Pictured are members of the 2017 Gallia Academy High School boys golf 
team. In the front row, from left, are Avery Minton, Caroline Evans, Grace 
Sydnor and Macy Jones; back row, Abby Fitzwater, Bella Bonzo, Hunter 
Copley, Lilly Rees, Ryelee Sipple and Bailey Meadows. Absent when the photo 
was taken were Molly Fitzwater and Sydney Crothers.

See GAHS | 54
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Tornadoes eyeing more success in ‘17

Alex Hawley|OVP Sports
Pictured above are members of the 2017 Southern golf team. Kneeling in the front row, 
from left, are David Shaver, Landen Hill, Joey Weaver and Clay Wamsley. Standing in the 
back row, from left, are Ryan Acree, Jarrett Hupp, Jensen Anderson, Trey Wood and Jonah 
Hoback.

By Alex Hawley
ahawley@aimmediamidwest.com

RACINE, Ohio — The South-
ern golf team is well prepared to 

take the next step.
The top-four Tornado golfers 

return from last season’s district 

2017 SHS GOLF SCHEDULE
Date Location Time
Aug. 7 Meigs County GC 1 pm
Aug. 9 Lakeside GC (Waterford Invitational) 10 am
Aug. 15 Lakeside GC 1 pm
Aug. 16 Forest Hills GC 1 pm
Aug. 23 Riverside GC 4:30
Aug. 29 Cli�side GC 4:30
Aug. 30 Oxbow GC 4:30
Sept. 5 Riverside GC 4:30
Sept. 6 Riverside GC 4:30
Sept. 13 Ohio University GC 4:30
Sept. 14 Oxbow GC 4:30
Sept. 19 Riverside GC 4:30

2017 SHS GOLF 
ROSTER
Name Grade
Jonah Hoback* Sr
Trey Wood* Jr
Jensen Anderson* Jr
Jarrett Hupp* Jr
Ryan Acree* Jr

Name Grade
Clay Wamsley* So
Joey Weaver* So
Landen Hill* So
David Shaver Fr
Head Coach
Je� Caldwell (6th 
season)
* — Indicates varsity 
returnee.

See TORNADOES | 66
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Middleport 
Dairy Queen

700 N. 2nd Ave.
Middleport, OH
(740) 992-3322

Pt. Pleasant 
Dairy Queen

2208 Jackson Ave.
Pt. Pleasant, WV
(304) 675-5427

Good Luck to All Area Teams!

Pt. Pleasant 
Dairy Queen
Pt. Pleasant 
Dairy Queen

Stop by and see us before the game!
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Wiseman Real Estate 

60730554

Since 1943
Gallipolis, Ohio 

740-446-SOLD (3644)

wisemanrealestate.com

By Bryan Walters
bwalters@aimmediamidwest.com

MASON, W.Va. — Their 
numbers have been cut in half.

Their expectations have not.
The Wahama varsity golf 

program will not have a single 
female member after fielding 
a six-player team a year ago, 
but the half-dozen strong boys 
squad will once again be head-
ing into the 2017 campaign 
with high hopes.

The White Falcons will 
have four varsity returnees 
back to their six-man roster, 
which includes a pair of tested 
seniors that will help lead the 
way throughout the rigorous 
links campaign.

But, as third-year WHS 
coach John Arnott points out, 
each of those six players are 
going to be vital in seeing just 
how successful the 2017 sea-
son can be.

“We’d like to finish a little 
higher in the TVC Hocking 
than we have in the past. 

We have some experienced 
players, but if we can get the 
newcomers to progress every 
week … then we will definitely 
be better off for it as we go,” 
Arnott said. “We are really 
going to rely on those expe-
rienced kids to help lead the 
way, but each of them is going 
to have to contribute for us 
to have a successful season. 
That’s why it’s so important 
for us to get better every time 
out there.”

Helping to lead the Wahama 
charge in 2017 will be seniors 
Anthony Ortiz and Jase Hecka-
man, a pair of varsity returnees 
from last fall. Also returning 
from a year ago are juniors 
Gage Smith and Carl Sayre.

Both Ortiz and Smith are 
entering their third year with 
the varsity program, while 
Heckaman and Sayre are both 
back for their second varsity 
season.

That experience will really 
help with not only mentoring 
the varsity newcomers, but it 
should also help lower some 
scores — given the limited 
numbers that the Red and 
White have to work with.

Making their varsity debuts 
this fall are sophomore Kyher 
Bush and freshman Jay Sayre.

There will be some newness 
and pressure waiting for this 
squad, so just getting out on 
the course and playing is the 
one thing that Arnott feels can 
help this group grow as the 
season progresses.

“For us, the key will be 
just getting out there on the 
golf course and swinging the 
clubs,” Arnott said. “The golf 
season goes by pretty fast, so 
the more rounds we can get 
in — the better off we will be. 
That’s why we need to improve 
out there every day as the sea-

Wahama golfers aiming for improvement

Bryan Walters|OVP Sports
Pictured are members of the 2017 Wahama varsity golf team. Standing, from 
left, are Kyher Bush, Gage Smith, Anthony Ortiz, WHS coach John Arnott, 
Jase Heckaman, Carl Sayre and Jay Sayre.

2017 WHS GOLF 
ROSTER
Name Grade
Anthony Ortiz* Sr
Jase Heckaman* Sr
Gage Smith* Jr
Carl Sayre* Jr
Kyher Bush So
Jay Sayre Fr
Head Coach
John Arnott (3rd season)
* — Indicates varsity returnee.

2017 WHS GOLF SCHEDULE
Date Match Time
Aug. 1 vs PPHS, Ravenswood 4:30
Aug. 7 TVC Hocking at Pine Hills 4:30
Aug. 14 vs Meigs 4:30
Aug. 15 TVC Hocking at Lakeside 4:30
Aug. 16 TVC Hocking at Forest Hills 4:30
Aug. 21 Quad at Green Hills 4:30
Aug. 22 TVC Hocking at Riverside 4:30
Aug. 23 TVC Hocking at Riverside 4:30
Aug. 24 at River Valley 4:30
Aug. 28 at Bu�alo 4:30
Aug. 29 TVC Hocking at Cli�side 4:30
Aug. 30 TVC Hocking at Oxbow 4:30
Sept. 6 TVC Hocking at Riverside 4:30
Sept. 7 TVC Hocking at Ohio University 4:30
Sept. 12 TVC Hocking at Oxbow 4:30
Sept. 13 vs River Valley 4:30
Sept. 18-22 TVC Hocking Tourn. at TBD TBD
Sept. 19 vs Bu�alo 4:30
Sept. 25 WVSSAC Regionals at Green Hills TBD See WAHAMA | 65
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Open Mon. thru Fri. 
8 to 4

128 Texas Road, 
Gallipolis, OH
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Garden View 
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577 State Route 7 North  • Gallipolis, Ohio
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* Quality by Choice ** Quality by Choice ** Quality by Choice ** Quality by Choice *

Good Luck 
This Season

By Paul Boggs
pboggs@aimmediamidwest.com

MERCERVILLE, Ohio — 
For the South Gallia High 
School golf team, it’s quite 
the dichotomy.

Of its eight golfers, there’s 
four-year, two-time all-Tri-Val-
ley Conference Hocking Divi-
sion honoree in sole senior 
Curtis Haner — and then 
there’s seven true freshmen.

That’s correct.
As in true blue — and 

green — completely new-to-
the-game freshmen.

“We have eight golfers this 
year. Curtis Haner comes 
back for his fourth and final 
year and we have several 
new ones. These are young 
ladies and gentlemen from 
the freshmen class,” said sev-
enth-year SGHS golf coach 
Jeff Fowler. “All eight have 
done a fantastic job. They are 

a very coachable team and a 
team that is very willing to 
learn about the sport of golf. 
I’m very proud of them.”

Of course, Haner headlines 
the eightsome —and could 
even be the medalist in some 
TVC-Hocking tilts.

“Curtis is going to be our 
anchor and number-one 
player. He has continuously 
improved over the last four 
years. We’re expecting big 
things out of him,” said 
Fowler. “We believe that he 
should even be able to medal 
in some matches this year. 
And we’re looking for him to 
hopefully advance out of our 
sectional and even districts.”

After Haner, it’s seven Reb-
els essentially playing golf for 
the first time.

There are four boys and 
three girls, including Noah 
Spurlock, Dustin Bainter, 
Caleb Condee and Layne 

Ours for the boys — — and 
Madisyn Spurlock, Gabby 
Spurlock and Chloey Camp-
bell for the girls.

Fowler paraphrased that 
each swing for these seven 
should be a lesson learned.

He also praised the work of 
veteran assistant coach Jason 

Stout.
“None of them have any 

experience. As a matter of 
fact, I think all seven of them 
have had just six weeks of 
golf,” said the coach. “They 
are green as grass, but Mr. 

Freshmen highlight South Gallia golf

Paul Boggs|OVP Sports
Pictured are members of the 2017 South Gallia High School varsity golf 
team. In the front row, from left, are Chloey Campbell, Curtis Haner and 
Caleb Condee; back row, head coach Jeff Fowler, Madisyn Spurlock, Gabby 
Spurlock, Layne Ours, Dustin Bainter, Noah Spurlock and assistant coach 
Jason Stout.

See SOUTH GALLIA | 63
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By Alex Hawley
ahawley@aimmediamidwest.com

TUPPERS PLAINS, Ohio 
— A load of experience and 
high expectations for the 2017 
Eagles.

The Eastern boys golf team 
claimed second in the Tri-Val-
ley Conference Hocking Divi-
sion a year ago and, with only 
one player to replace from that 
team and 10 returnees, EHS is 
ready to take the next step.

The lone player that the 
EHS boys team must replace 
is John Little, who was an 
all-league selection and an all-
district honorable mention as 
a senior. Little led the Eagles 
in the sectional tournament, 
firing a 97 to help Eastern fin-
ish seventh.

“We have most everybody 
back with the exception of 
John Little, who was a big 
part of the team.” Hill said. 
“He graduated and moved 
on, so we’re hoping that the 
underclassmen can pick it up. 
We have two seniors that have 
played and one senior that’s 
playing for the first team. 
We’re hoping to compete with 
what we consider the top-two 
teams in the league, Waterford 
and Southern. We’re hoping 
that we can get in there, mix it 
with them and give them a run 
for their money.”

In 2016, the Green, White 
and Gold posted a 12-2 TVC 

Hocking record and handed 
conference champion Water-
ford it’s only league setback. 
Eastern was 11-5 in the league 
in 2015 and 5-15 in 2014.

Entering his fourth season 
of varsity golf for Eastern is 
senior Kaleb Honaker. Enter-
ing their third varsity cam-
paigns for EHS are Garrett 
Chalfont, Garrett Rees, John 
Harris, and Ryan Harbour. 
Harbour has been selected to 
the All-TVC Hocking golf team 
twice.

Primo Averion, Nicholas 
Durst, Nathan Hensley and 
Brayden Bush are each enter-
ing their second consecutive 
season of golf for the Eagles. 
EHS junior Jasiah Brewer is 
back for his second golf season 
as well, as he played his fresh-
man year but did not play as 
a sophomore. Eagles senior 
Kaleb Hill is the lone newcom-
er to the EHS boys team.

“Ryan Harbour and Kaleb 
Honaker will probably anchor 
our team down,” Coach Hill 
said. “Garrett Chalfant has 
the potential to step up and 
be really big for us. Jasiah 
Brewer is a junior, he should 
have been playing all along, 
but didn’t. He has a really nice 
game and we’re hoping he 
can fill in a spot. I think that 
Ryan Harbour, Kaleb Honaker, 
Garrett Chalfant and Jasiah 
Brewer could lead us to the 
district.”

The Eastern girls golf team 
— which was a single stroke 
away from qualifying for the 
district tournament last fall — 
returns three golfers and has 
three newcomers to the team.

“The girls team finished 
fourth last year and was three 
strokes out of second place,” 
said Coach Hill. “They just 
missed it by the skin of the 
teeth and I know they were 
very disappointed. Hopefully 
they come back with a little bit 
of hunger to get passed that.”

The Lady Eagles will have 
two seniors off of last year’s 
team to replace in Ashley Toll-
iver and Katelyn Edwards.

Returning for her fourth sea-
son in the Green, White and 
Gold is senior Kaitlyn Hawk. 
Back for her third season on 
the EHS golf team is Sarah 

Bunce, while Kylee Tolliver is 
back for her second season. 
Tolliver was an all-district sec-
ond team performer last fall.

“We have Kaitlyn Hawk 
back, she’s a senior and she’ll 
have to anchor it down for the 
girls,” Hill said. “Kylee Toll-
iver is an excellent golfer and 
will more than likely medal in 
a lot of matches. After Kylee 
and Kaitlyn its really a toss-up 
between who wants to step 
their game up and help the 
girls team out.”

Both Eastern golf teams call 
the Meigs County Golf Course 
home.

Alex Hawley can be reached at 740-446-
2342, ext. 2100.

P.O. Box 116
Reedsville, OH 45772
Phone: 740-378-6293

Fax: 740-378-6251
Email: dvweber@windstream.net 60

73
14

80

Family Owned & Operated For Over Sixty Years

1911 Eastern Avenue  •  Gallipolis, Ohio

740-446-2282
w w w . s m i t h s u p e r s t o r e . c o m

60730556

Alex Hawley|OVP Sports
Pictured above are members of the 2017 Eastern golf team. Sitting in the 
front row, from left, are Primo Averion, Ryan Harbour, Autumn Honaker, 
Nathan Hensley, Jasiah Brewer and John Harris. Standing in the back row 
are Kylee Tolliver, Nicholas Durst, Jasmine Brewer, Kaitlyn Hawk, Kaleb Hill, 
Kaleb Honaker, Alyssa Smith and Brayden Bush.

Eastern golf ready to take the next step

See EASTERN GOLF | 65
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 Hardy Garden Mums Just 
Arrived in Variety of Colors!!

By Paul Boggs
pboggs@aimmediamidwest.com

BIDWELL, Ohio — The Raiders are 
actually better by the half-dozen.

In doubling its numbers from a season 
ago, the River Valley High School golf 
team sports six total players — and can 
now post team scores in the Tri-Valley 
Conference Ohio Division.

There are three boys and three girls, 
and as of two weeks ago, the Raiders 
may also have gained a brother-sister 

combination.
But for sure, seventh-year head coach 

Dewey Smith spoke about six players —
four juniors, a senior and a sophomore.

“We have more players and can now 
post a score at least in the league,” he 
said. “We’re as green as can be, we don’t 
have much experience at all, but we’ll 
gain that experience by playing and 
learning this year.”

Last season, River Valley only fea-
tured three players —one of which was 

the graduate Grant Gilmore.
Gabe Gilmore and Aaron Burke, both 

juniors, were the number two and three 
players behind Grant —and both return 
for their second campaigns.

“Gabe and Aaron both played last 
year so they have experience,” said 
Smith.

The third boy is sophomore Tyler 
Roberts, who is new to the game.

Also new are junior girls Hayley Cox 
and Chloe Gee, but both will be joining 
the boys for the TVC-Ohio bouts.

“We will be able to have three boys 
and three girls or two girls and four 
boys for our league matches,” said 
Smith. “We will, at least, have six for 
each league match and can count four 
scores.”

Last year, River Valley —with only 
the Gilmore brothers and Burke — did 
not post a team score at any of those 
seven tilts, and thus finished 0-42 in the 
conference.

Raider golf increases numbers

2017 RVHS GOLF ROSTER
Name Grade
Aaron Burke* Jr.
Elena Canizares Jr.
Hayley Cox Sr.
Chloe Gee Jr.
Gabe Gilmore* Jr.
Tyler Roberts So.
Head Coach
Dewey Smith (7th season)
* —Indicates varsity returnee

2017 RVHS GOLF 
SCHEDULE
Date Host Time
Aug. 15 River Valley 4:30
Aug. 16 Alexander 4:30
Aug. 23 Meigs 4:30
Aug. 30 Nelsonville-York 4:30
Sept. 7 Wellston 4:30
Sept. 14 Vinton County 4:30
Sept. 18 Athens 4:30

See RAIDER | 56
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sity, who is a two-time all-
district and all-league first 
team selection entering 
her fourth varsity season 
for the Blue and White.

GAHS has a trio of 
returning juniors in Ash-
ton Webb, Hunter Copley 
and Jenna Wood, along 
with three juniors headed 
into their first varsity sea-
sons for the Blue Angels, 
in Aubrey Unroe, Katie 
Carpenter and Arianna 
Jordan.

Webb — who missed 
the 2016 postseason with 
an injury — is a verbal 
commit to Ohio Universi-
ty, a 2016 all-district first 
teamer and 2016 All-OVC 
first teamer. Webb was 
honorable mention in the 
district and in the confer-
ence as a freshman.

GAHS has two sopho-
mores returning from last 
year’s record-setting team, 
in Peri Martin and Alex 
Barnes. The Blue Angels 
welcome sophomores 
Megan Bailey and Maddie 
Wright, as well as fresh-
man Ryelee Sipple, to the 
varsity squad this fall.

“Alex Barnes, Ashton 
Webb and Grace Martin 
are going to provide our 
leadership,” Rosier said. 
“They’re doing a great job 
of leading. My returners, 
my veterans, they’re defi-
antly carrying the weight 
right now.

“Peri Martin is going to 
lead our offense as a soph-
omore setter, I expect big 
things from Peri,” Rosier 
added. “We have Maddie 
Wright, who has been 
showing us some good 
things from the middle 
position. We have a new-
comer in Taylor Burnette, 
she’s a transfer student 
coming in as a junior, she’s 
going to see some back 
row time for us. Katie Car-

penter and Ryelee Sipple 
may be seeing some back 
row time as well.”

Over the offseason, the 
Blue Angels had a chance 
over gain a little experi-
ence and picked up a tro-
phy in the process.

“We went to West Vir-
ginia State University, 
I believe there were 12 
teams, some really nice 
teams, there,” Rosier 
said. “We played a sudden 
death tournament and we 
ended up coming out on 
top, winning the entire 
thing. It was a great expe-
rience for the girls and 
it was probably the most 
heart I’ve seen them play 
with.”

Rosier noted that per-
haps the most important 
thing to come from the 
victory at WVSU was the 
confidence that it gave the 
girls.

“They really needed it,” 
Rosier said. “They took 
a couple lumps this sum-
mer at the Jackson league. 
We’ve played well some, 
but they just weren’t 
meshing. The weekend at 
West Virginia State they 
kept getting better every 
game and that was big.”

In addition to the 14 
Ohio Valley Conference 
games, GAHS will also 
face River Valley, Jackson, 
Meigs, Circleville, Logan 
Elm and Chillicothe in 
non-league play.

“OVC teams provide 
us with great, consistent, 
competition, but we 
always look to find some 
strong competition else-
where,” Rosier said. “We 
believe that we’ll get that 
this year, we see Chilli-
cothe, Logan Elm and 
some other good teams.”

GAHS has eight league 
titles program history, two 
in the OVC and six in the 
Southeastern Ohio Ath-
letic League.

Alex Hawley can be reached at 740-
446-2342, ext. 2100.

From page 14

Blue Angel

approach at the net.
VanMeter, however, says 

none of that will matter if 
they cannot handle things on 
the defensive side of the net.

“We have some height, 
which should help us be bet-
ter at the net, but it really 
comes down to how well 
we make that first pass to 
our setter,” VanMeter said. 
“That’s an area that we have 
to do better with so that we 
can utilize our height up 
front. We’ll need those hitters 
to produce for us if we are 
going to be successful.”

VanMeter also noted that 
the team seems to be grow-
ing into something that last 
year’s squad never found, so 
it does add to his optimism 
about expectations.

“They are learning one 
another pretty well so far in 
practice and that will contin-

ue as the season goes along. 
All of these girls are famil-
iar with the game, so they 
understand the importance 
of working together for good 
things to happen,” VanMeter 
said. “As a coach, it’s nice 
to look down the bench and 
have options for how you may 
want to play something either 
offensively or defensively.

“Last year was the only 
year since we started that vol-
leyball that our record didn’t 
improve. We’re definitely 
hoping that won’t repeat itself 
this year, because we do have 
some higher expectations.”

Wahama opens its season 
on Wednesday, Aug. 30, when 
it travels to Hannan for a 
clash of Mason County pro-
grams.

The Lady Falcons open 
their home schedule when 
they welcome Trimble in 
the TVC Hocking opener on 
Wednesday, Sept. 6.

Bryan Walters can be reached at 740-
446-2342, ext. 2101.

From page 15

Lady Falcons

2017 WHS VOLLEYBALL SCHEDULE
Date Opponent Time
Aug. 30 at Hannan 6 p.m.
Sept. 6 vs Trimble 6 p.m.
Sept. 7 at Federal Hocking 6 p.m.
Sept. 11 vs Belpre 6 p.m.
Sept. 12 at Eastern 6 p.m.
Sept. 14 at Waterford 6 p.m.
Sept. 18 vs Southern 6 p.m.
Sept. 19 at South Gallia 6 p.m.
Sept. 20 vs Miller 6 p.m.
Sept. 23 at Ravenswood noon
Sept. 25 vs Point Pleasant 6 p.m.
Sept. 26 at Trimble 6 p.m.
Sept. 28 vs Federal Hocking 6 p.m.
Oct. 2 at Belpre 6 p.m.
Oct. 3 vs Eastern 6 p.m.
Oct. 5 vs Waterford 6 p.m.
Oct. 9 at Southern 6 p.m.
Oct. 10 vs South Gallia 6 p.m.
Oct. 12 at Miller 6 p.m.
Oct. 16 at Point Pleasant 6 p.m.
Oct. 18 vs Hannan 6 p.m.
Oct. 26 tri-match at PPHS 6 p.m.
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2017 WHS VOLLEYBALL ROSTER
No. Name Grade
1 MaKinley Bumgarner* Jr
4 Harley Roush Fr
6 Hannah Wren* Sr
7 Emma Gibbs Fr
8 Gracie VanMeter* So
9 Logan Eades Jr
10 Madison VanMeter* Sr
11 Hannah Billups* Jr
12 Alexis Mick* Jr
14 Destiny Sayre* Sr
15 Mary Roush Fr
16 Lexi Layne* Jr
17 Phoebe Roush Fr
18 Michela Williamson Jr
21 Victoria VanMatre Fr
25 Elizabeth Mullins* Sr
Head Coach Matt VanMeter (8th season)
* —Indicates varsity returnee.

Meigs CC trying to make its mark in 2017

Alex Hawley|OVP Sports
Pictured above are members of the 2017 Meigs boys cross country team. 
Kneeling in the front row, from left, are Landon Davis, Cole Betzing, Colton 
Heater and Joseph Cotterill. Standing in the back row are Brandon Justis, 
Brad Logan, Christian Klein, Tucker Smith and head coach Mike Kennedy.

Pictured above are members of the 2017 Meigs girls cross country team. 
Standing from left are Taylor Swartz, Carmen Doherty, Caitlyn Rest, Madison 
Cremeans, Katilyn Brinker and head coach Mike Kennedy.

2017 MHS GIRLS CC ROSTER

Name Grade
Carmen Doherty* Sr
Caitlyn Rest* Sr
Ariann Sizemore* Sr
Morgan Doczi Sr
Taylor Swartz* Jr
Madison Cremeans* Jr
Kacie Ballard* Jr
Katilyn Brinker* So

2017 MHS BOYS CC ROSTER

Name Grade
Brad Logan* Sr
Cole Ho�man* Sr
Cole Betzing* Jr
Joseph Cotterill* Jr
Brandon Justis Jr
Landon Davis* So
Colton Heater* So
Christian Klein So
Tucker Smith* So
Head Coach 
Mike Kennedy (25th season)
* — Indicates varsity returnee

By Alex Hawley
ahawley@aimmediamidwest.com

ROCKSPRINGS, Ohio — A 
tale of two teams.

The Lady Marauders cross 
country team returns five of its 
top-seven runners from last year, 
while the Meigs boys team has 
some major holes to fill after 
graduating five seniors off of last 
year’s team.

On the girls side, seniors Cait-
lyn Rest, Ariann Sizemore and 
Carmen Doherty are each enter-
ing their fourth year of cross 
country for MHS. Meigs head 
coach Mike Kennedy — enter-
ing his 25th season as skipper 
— will be looking for leadership 
from the veteran runners in his 

See MEIGS CC | 64
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By Paul Boggs
pboggs@aimmediamidwest.com

CENTENARY, Ohio — With 
numbers on the rise, and several 
returnees, the Gallia Academy 
High School cross country 
squads are primed for a special 
season.

Tenth-year head coach Todd 
May has 14 boys runners and 
12 girls runners — despite key 
graduation losses from a season 
ago.

There are 10 boys returnees 
and seven girls coming back, as 
both clubs aim to qualify for not 
only another Division II regional 
meet —but make a push for a 

state meet berth as well.
Of the boys roster, there are 

eight seniors —seven of which 
have been running since the 
seventh grade.

On the girls side, �ve of the 
dozen runners are sophomores 
— four of which return from last 
year.

Of course, there are only a 
maximum of seven scores that 
can be counted towards the 
team total, but May said that’s 
a good problem to have — 
because it’s all about a numbers 
game.

“Our numbers have been 
steadily building. If we can 
somehow get our numbers up to 
over 30 combined for boys and 
girls, it would be a milestone for 
us. That would be remarkable,” 
he said. “Our job is to build 
numbers for opportunity in the 
future. I just want our numbers 
to keep building. There is 
strength in numbers, and you 
have durability out of it.”

The Blue Devils’ primary 
graduation loss was Kaleb 
Crisenbery, the top runner of 
the group which quali�ed for the 
regional.

Crisenbery is now running at 
Shawnee State University, but 
twin brothers Caleb and Kyle 
Greenlee return for their fourth 
and �nal year.

Tristin Crisenbery, Kaleb’s 
brother, is a freshman — and 
May expects him to make the 
successful transition from the 
two-mile to the 5K.

Another top-seven runner, 
Devon Barnes, also graduated 
—but the Blue Devils do return 
seniors Ezra Blain, Kobe 

Cochran, Oliver Davies, Ethan 
Rider and Cody Rodgers.

Braden Jamora is another 
senior, while the remainder of 
the roster consists of returning 
juniors Derek Henry and 
Nicholas Sheets, sophomores 

Chris Dennison and Ethan 
Lawler, and freshman Chancey 
Odom.

“The Greenlee twins are 
multi-year runners and regional 
quali�ers, and these eight 
seniors have been together 
since the seventh grade. The 
seniors have had their best 
summer. We’re a little ahead of 
our clock right now,” said May. 
“I am excited about where we 
are at.”

The Blue Angels also 
graduated their top two runners 
from last year’s regional 
quali�er —Mary Watts and Mesa 
Polcyn — as Watts will run at 
Otterbein University.

But no fear, said May, for 

High hopes, numbers for GAHS CC

Paul Boggs|OVP Sports
Pictured are members of the 2017 Gallia Academy High School boys cross 
country team. In the front row, from left, are Ethan Lawler, Nicholas Sheets, 
Chancey Odom, Caleb Greenlee, Cody Rodgers and Kyle Greenlee; back row, 
Chris Dennison, Kobe Cochrane, Braden Jamora, Oliver Davies, Ezra Blain, 
Tristin Crisenbery, Ethan Rider and Derek Henry.

Pictured are members of the 2017 Gallia Academy High School girls cross 
country team. In the front row, from left, are Grace Montgomery, Maddie 
Stewart, Sarah Watts, Carlin Short and Tori Corvin; back row, Karsyn 
Shamblin, Alyssa Marxen, Abby Cremeans, Abby Johnson, Cassidy Starnes, 
Ellie Rose and Brooke Johnson.

See GAHS CC | 50

2017 GAHS BOYS 
CC ROSTER
Name Grade
Ezra Blain* Sr.
Kobe Cochran* Sr.
Oliver Davies* Sr.
Caleb Greenlee* Sr.
Kyle Greenlee* Sr.
Braden Jamora Sr.
Ethan Rider* Sr.
Cody Rodgers* Sr.
Derek Henry* Jr.
Nicholas Sheets* Jr.
Chris Dennison* So.
Ethan Lawler So.
Tristin Crisenbery Fr.
Chancey Odom Fr.

2017 GAHS 
GIRLS CC 
ROSTER
Name Grade
Tori Corvin Sr.
Cassidy Starnes* Sr.
Ellie Rose Sr.
Abby Cremeans* Jr.
Carlin Short* Jr.
Abby Johnson* So.
Brooke Johnson* So.
Alyssa Marxen* So.
Grace Montgomery So.
Karsyn Shamblin* So.
Maddie Stewart Fr.
Sarah Watts Fr.
Head Coach
Todd May (10th season)
* — Indicates varsity returnee

2017 GAHS CC SCHEDULE
Date   Opponent Time
Aug. 26 at Huntington 9 a.m.
Sept. 5 Coach’s Corner Classic 4:45 p.m.
Sept. 9 at Fairland 10 a.m.
Sept. 16 at Southeastern 9 a.m.
Sept. 23 at University Rio Grande Invitational 10 a.m.
Sept. 30 at Piketon 10 a.m.
Oct. 4 at Alexander 4:30 p.m.
Oct. 11 Ohio Valley Conference meet (at GAHS) 4:30 p.m.
Oct. 21 OHSAA District (at University of Rio Grande) TBA
Oct. 28 OHSAA Regional (at Pickeington North HS) TBA
Nov. 4 OHSAA State (at Hebron) TBA



2017 Fall Sports Preview
     4160

72
30

57
6



42
    

 2
01

7 
Fa

ll 
Sp

or
ts

 P
re

vi
ew

Gru	er & Associat� 
   Accounting Servic�

60
73

14
74

Get So Much More For So Much Less
Personal-Corporate & Partnership Tax Returns 

Payroll

740-992-5995
109 West 2nd Street Pomeroy, Ohio

60731477

740-378-6571
Fax: 740-378-6572
Call for service

P.O. Box 116
65876 St. Rt. 124

Reedsville, OH 45772

Commercial & Residential
WV003690 • OH34636

Backflow Certified (OH) #5202 • (WV) #OP29331

MARK’S

PL
UMBING & HEATING1-800-767-4223

By Alex Hawley
ahawley@aimmediamidwest.com

TUPPERS PLAINS, Ohio 
— The Eastern girls cross 
country team has a pair of 
streaks they’d like to extend 
this year, and one they des-
perately want to see end.

The Lady Eagles will 
be going for their seventh 
straight Tri-Valley Confer-
ence Hocking Division title 
and their seventh consecu-
tive district crown this sea-
son, while trying to make it 
back to the state meet as a 
team for the first time since 
2014, their first-ever state 
appearence.

In back-to-back seasons, 
the Lady Eagles have fell 
one-spot shy of qualifying for 
the state meet, a trend that 
13th-year head coach Josh 
Fogle is ready to see end.

“They’re all working 
hard, running hard, and our 
expectation is to get back to 
the state level,” Fogle said 
of his girls team. “We have 

five returning from last year 
and expectations are still the 
same. We’re going for our 
seventh straight champion-
ship in the TVC Hocking and 
in the district, and these kids 
have the mentality that they 
don’t want to be the team to 
lose now.”

Two of the returning Lady 
Eagles are four-year seniors 
with state-meet experience, 
Jessica Cook and Kaitlyn 
Hawk. Both were freshmen 
on the state-qualifying team, 
and Cook has qualified for 
the state meet as an individu-
al the last two seasons.

At the 2016 state meet, 
Cook — a two-time TVC 
Hocking champion — com-
pleted the course in 20:34.9, 
for 98th place. In her sopho-
more season, Cook was 43rd 
at the state with a time of 
19:55.5, while she placed 
21st with a time of 19:35.26 
as a freshman.

“She’s been training really 
hard,” Fogle said of Cook. 
“Most of the time you worry 

about seniors slacking off 
and not wanting to work as 
hard. She’s came out, ran the 
miles and worked hard. She 
defiantly wants to go for that 
fourth straight appearence, 
she wants to run faster than 
she did last year and I’m hop-
ing she gets it. It’d be pretty 

impressive to go four years 
to the state cross country 
meet.”

Hawk recorded the Lady 
Eagles’ sixth fastest time at 

The goal remains the same for Eastern CC

Alex Hawley|OVP Sports
Pictured above are members of the 2017 Eastern cross country team. 
Kneeling in the front row, from left, are Haylie Blankenship, Alysa Howard, 
Ally Durst and Lexa Hayes. Standing in the back row are Owen Arix, Hannah 
Hill, Whitney Durst, Kaitlyn Hawk, Rhiannon Morris, Jessica Cook and Colton 
Reynolds.

2017 EHS BOYS 
CC ROSTER
Name Grade
Owen Arix Sr
Colton Reynolds* So
Head Coach
Josh Fogle (13th season)
* — Indicates varsity 
returnee.

2017 EHS GIRLS 
CC ROSTER
Name Grade
Jessica Cook* Sr
Kaitlyn Hawk* Sr
Rhiannon Morris* Jr
Ally Durst* Jr
Hannah Hill Jr
Lexa Hayes* So
Haylie Blankenship Fr
Whitney Durst Fr
Alysa Howard Fr

2017 EHS CC SCHEDULE
 Date  Location Time
Aug. 26 Wellston 9 am
Sept. 2 Vinton County 9 am
Sept. 9 Mineral Wells 9 am
Sept. 16 Meadowbrook 10 am
Sept. 23 Rio Grande 10 am
Sept. 30 Pickerington North 9 am
Oct. 7 Unioto 10 am
Oct. 14 Wellston (TVC Championships) 10 am

See EASTERN CC | 48
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By Bryan Walters
bwalters@aimmediamidwest.com

POINT PLEASANT, W.Va. 
— For now, it feels like a 
step back.

In time, it may prove to be 
a big step forward.

After fielding a pair of full 
boys and girls teams the last 
two years, the Point Pleasant 
cross country program took a 
small hit as only the boys will 
have enough participants for 
a full squad this season.

In fact, the Black Knights 
have a full squad just in var-
sity returnees as the program 
has five of its six people back 
from last fall — including the 
school-record holder in junior 
Luke Wilson.

Overall, Point Pleasant has 
eight total competitors — 
which includes seven varsity 

returnees between the six 
boys and two girls.

And with that kind of expe-
rience to work with, the 2017 
campaign could end up being 
quite fun for seventh-year 
PPHS coach Jessica Porter 
and her troops.

“We obviously have more 
hopes for the boys team 
because we have enough 
to field a team, especially 
with Luke coming off of a 
state appearance and four 
other returnees that all set 
personal records at regionals 
last year. Having five expe-
rienced runners will really 
help them this season,” 
Porter said. “I’m a little dis-
appointed that we didn’t get 
enough girls out for a team, 
especially since we just 
missed qualifying for state 
last year, but I am hopeful 

that we may have a few more 
kids join us as the year goes 
along.

“The two girls that are 
here right now are both very 
capable runners from last 
year’s team and each has a 
chance to have really good 

seasons for us.”
Besides Wilson, the Black 

Knights also welcome 
back senior Wyatt Dean, 
junior Tanner Durst, and 
sophomores Isaac Daniels 

Point CC has high hopes for 2017

Bryan Walters|OVP Sports
Pictured are members of the 2017 Point Pleasant varsity cross country 
program. Standing, from left, are Allison Henderson, Ethan Scott, Luke 
Wilson, Wyatt Dean, Alexander Foster, Tanner Durst, Isaac Daniels and Cierra 
Beatty.

See POINT CC | 55
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By Alex Hawley
ahawley@aimmediamidwest.
com

RACINE, Ohio — 
The numbers may be 
low, but that doesn’t 
mean that expectations 
are.

The Southern cross 
country team features 
just five girls and three 
boys in 2017, but, hav-
ing eight of the runners 
with at least one year 
of varsity experience, 
the Purple and Gold 
are looking to have 
an impact on both the 
Tri-Valley Conference 
Hocking Division and 
the district.

In addition to having 
eight runners return-
ing, SHS head coach 
Courtney Manuel is 
back for her second 
season at the helm.

“I’m really looking 
forward to the season,” 

Manuel said. “I got my 
feet wet and I know 
what to expect. I know 
which kids I can push, 
so I think we’re going 
to have a great season. 
I think that we have a 
good chance to step it 
up from last year. I’ve 
had a lot of kids going 
to camps and really 
pushing themselves to 
better this year. A lot 
of them have been run-
ning in their off time, 
so they’re doing really 
well.”

The Lady Tornadoes 
— who had enough 
runners for a team 
score last season for 
the first time since 
2005 — have five run-
ners back from last 
year’s team that took 
second in league and 
10th in the district.

Back for their 
third varsity cross 
country seasons are 

SHS juniors Kathryn 
Matson and Mallory 
Johnson. At last sea-
son’s district meet, 
Johnson was second on 
the team with a time of 
24:35, while Kathryn 
Matson was the team’s 
fifth fastest runner at 
27:15.

Returning for their 
second varsity cam-
paigns are sophomores 
Sydney Roush and 
Addalynne Matson, as 
well as junior Madi-
son Lisle. Roush was 
Southern’s top-finisher 
at the district meet 
in 2016, placing 41st 
with a time of 23:27. 
Lisle had the Lady Tor-
nadoes’ third fastest 
time in the district, at 
25:48, while Addalynne 
Matson was the team’s 
sixth time, at 31:12.

“Mallory Johnson 
really helps me out as 
a leader to the girls 

team,” Manuel said. 
“Sydney Roush is 
very talented, I think 
she might make it to 
regional level, but we’ll 
need to get her time 
down a little bit. Mal-
lory and Madison are 
really hard workers.”

On the boys side, 
Southern will likely be 
without enough run-

ners for a team score 
for the second consecu-
tive season. Two of the 
three Tornadoes are 
fourth-year seniors, 
in Conner Wolfe and 
Larry Dunn. Mean-
while, freshman Jarod 
Koenig is the lone 
newcomer to the SHS 
program.

Wolfe — who quali-
fied for the state meet 
as a sophomore — was 
Tri-Valley Conference 
Hocking Division 
champion last fall, run-
ning the 5K course in 
17:35. Unfortunately, 
running through an 
injury, Wolfe finished 
33rd at the district and 
had his junior season 
come to an end.

Meanwhile, for the 

Tornado CC team small, but mighty

Alex Hawley|OVP Sports
Pictured above are members of the 2017 Southern varsity 
cross country team. Standing from left to right are Jarod 
Koenig, Madison Lisle, Addalynne Matson, Larry Dunn, Kody 
Wolfe, Kathryn Matson, Mallory Johnson and Sydney Roush.

See MIGHTY | 57

2017 SHS 
GIRLS CC 
ROSTER
Name Grade
Madison Lisle* Jr
Kathryn Matson* Jr
Mallory Johnson* Jr
Addalynne Matson* So
Sydney Roush* So

2017 SHS 
BOYS CC 
ROSTER
Name Grade
Larry Dunn* Sr
Conner Wolfe* Sr
Jarod Koenig Fr
Head Coach
Courtney Manuel 
(2nd season)
* — Indicates varsity 
returnee.

2017 SHS CC SCHEDULE
Date Location Time
Aug. 26 Wellston 10 am
Sept. 2 Warren 10 am
Sept. 6 Warren 4:30
Sept. 13 Nelsonville-York 4:45
Sept. 23 Rio Grande 10 am
Sept. 27 Meigs 4:30
Oct. 14 Wellston 10 am
 (TVC Championships)
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By Paul Boggs
pboggs@aimmediamidwest.com

MERCERVILLE, Ohio 
— The South Gallia High 
School cross country squad is 
once again low on numbers, 
but the four Rebel runners 
seek to do their very best at 
the meets they’re at.

There are only five runners 
in the entire program, includ-
ing four at the high-school 
level — three boys and one 
girl.

Hence, unless interest 
improves prior to the end of 
August, it’s likely the Rebel 
runners will once again com-
pete for themselves —being 
unable to post a team score.

“We are low on numbers, 
but still steadily improv-
ing,” said third-year SGHS 
coach Marcus Myers. “Before 
school starts and even after 
school starts, we’re going to 
try and see if we can get any 
more interest, even at the 
junior high level and start 
building a program. We are at 
five total runners right now, 
we want to get that up to at 
least 10,” said Myers. “I’m 
not going to turn anyone 
away. Anybody that wants to 
come out and experience it is 
going to be given an opportu-
nity to do so.”

Those which are running 
are junior Jessica Luther as 
the only girl —and sopho-
more Jared Burdette and 
freshmen Griffin Davis and 
Garrett Frazee for the boys.

There is also a junior high 
Rebel runner.

Luther, in her second sea-
son of cross country, is the 
leader of the pack.

“Jess is definitely the vet-
eran and leader of the team. 
This is her second year of 
cross country, so she has 
gone through her first year 
of feeling everything out and 

getting the nerves out of her 
system. She went to cross 
country camp by herself over 
the summer and put together 
a running plan, really taking 
her own initiative. She is 
probably in the best shape 
of her life right now and the 
season hasn’t even started 

yet,” said Myers. “I’m really 
excited to see what she is 
going to do.”

Burdette is a transfer from 
River Valley, who actually ran 
for Myers in the spring as 

part of track and field.
He started out as a sprint-

er, ran the two-mile race for 
punishment one day, and 
turned out he was the fastest 
distance performer the Reb-
els had.

“He (Burdette) told me last 
year he was going to stick 
to cross country, and he fol-
lowed through on his word,” 
said Myers. “Right now, he is 
the fastest guy we have and 
he is doing a great job.”

Frazee finished fifth in the 
Tri-Valley Conference Hock-
ing Division junior high meet 
last year, while Davis was 
Myers’ first runner as a sev-
enth grader.

While the numbers may be 
low, Myers said his quartet 
of runners will do the best it 
can.

“With Jess leading these 
guys, I have hopes for the 
season. The goal right now is 
to obviously build a team and 
see if we can get more out,” 
he said. “We have three high 
school guys and you need 
five for a team. If we can get 
two more, it’s a lot different 
going out and running for 
your team. But we’re going to 
go with what we have and go 
from there.”

Paul Boggs can be reached at 740-446-
2342, ext. 2106

Low numbers again for Rebels CC

Paul Boggs|OVP Sports
Pictured are members of the 2017 South Gallia High School varsity cross 
country team. From left are Jessica Luther, Jared Burdette, Garrett Frazee 
and head coach Marcus Myers. Absent when the photo was taken was Griffin 
Davis.

2017 SGHS CC 
ROSTER
Name Grade
Jared Burdette So.
Gri¥n Davis Fr.
Garrett Frazee Fr.
Jessica Luther* Jr.
Head Coach
Marcus Myers (3rd season)

* — Indicates varsity 
returnee

2017 SGHS CC SCHEDULE
 Date Opponent Time
Aug. 26 at Wellston 9 a.m.
Sept. 2 at Green TBA
Sept. 6 at River Valley 5 p.m.
Sept. 9 at Zane Trace 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 13 at Nelsonville-York 4:45 p.m.
Sept. 20 at Federal Hocking 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 23 at University of Rio Grande Invitational 10 a.m.
Oct. 4 at Alexander 4:30 p.m.
Oct. 7 at Unioto 10 a.m.
Oct. 14 at Tri-Valley Conference (at Wellston HS) 10 a.m.
Oct. 21 at OHSAA District TBA
 (at University of Rio Grande)
Oct. 28 at OHSAA Regional (at Pickerington) TBA
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Good Luck 
this season!!

By Paul Boggs
pboggs@aimmediamidwest.
com

BIDWELL, Ohio — 
Simply put, the sights 
of the Raiders and 
Lady Raiders are set 
upon the regionals.

That’s because the 
River Valley High 
School cross country 
clubs, with 13 boys 
and 10 girls, sport sev-
eral letterwinners and 
a multitude of experi-
ence —as the goal 
is to get back as full 
teams to Pickerington 
North…and beyond.

And, for the boys 
squad which features 
11 returning letterwin-
ners and 10 in the top 
two classes, third-year 
head coach Darin 
Smith was quite blunt.

“This team really 
has the chance to be 
the best that we’ve 
ever had,” he said.

Indeed it does, and 
the Lady Raiders 
return three runners 
from last season’s team 
which qualified for the 
regional in Division 
III.

“We definitely have 
high expectations for 
the boys, and the girls 
have high expectations 

even with the losses 
from last year,” said 
Smith.

A year after qualify-
ing for the Division II 
regional, the Raider 
men came up short 
in their repeat bid for 
both a Tri-Valley Con-

ference Ohio Division 
championship — and 
that return to Picker-
ington.

The Raiders gradu-
ated Chance Gillman 
and Garrett Young, 
who now hold the 
fourth and fifth-fastest 

5K times in school his-
tory — trailing 2016 
graduate Jacob Kem-
per, the third-fastest 
ever at RVHS.

However, the cup-
board is far from bare.

Raiders return experienced CC squads

Paul Boggs|OVP Sports
Pictured are members of the 2017 River Valley High School 
boys cross country team. In the front row, from left, are Rory 
Twyman, Ethan Browning, Caleb McKnight, Chase Johnson 
and Zach Elliott; back row, Wyatt Bragg, Nathaniel Abbott, 
Austin Livingston, Kyle Coen, Cole Franklin, Ian Eblin and 
Ethan Cline. Absent when the photo was taken was George 
Rickett.

Pictured are members of the 2017 River Valley High School 
girls cross country team. In the front row, from left, are 
Lexi Stout, Natosha Rankin, Hannah Culpepper and Akari 
Michimukai; back row, Abby Stout, Kenzie Baker, Sharla 
Moody, Connie Stewart, Josie Jones and Julia Nutter.

2017 RVHS 
GIRLS CC 
ROSTER
Name Grade
Kenzie Baker* Sr.
Sharla Moody* Sr.
Natosha Rankin* Sr.
Josie Jones* Jr.
Julia Nutter* Jr.
Abby Stout Jr.
Lexi Stout Jr.
Akari Michimukai So.
Hannah Culpepper Fr.
Connie Stewart Fr.
Head Coach
Darin Smith (3rd season)

* — Indicates varsity 
returnee

2017 RVHS CC SCHEDULE
 Date   Opponent  Time
Aug. 26 at Wellston 9 a.m.
Sept. 2 at Circleville 9 a.m.
Sept. 6 home meet 5 p.m.
Sept. 9 at Zane Trace 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 16 at Otterbein Invitational TBA
Sept. 20 at Federal Hocking 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 23 at Minford TBA
Sept. 30 at Piketon 10 a.m.
Oct. 7 at Unioto 10 a.m.
Oct. 14 at Tri-Valley Conference meet 10 a.m. 
 (at Wellston HS)
Oct. 21 at OHSAA District TBA

(at University of Rio Grande)
Oct. 28 at OHSAA Regional (at TBA) TBA
Nov. 4 at OHSAA State TBA

2017 RVHS 
BOYS CC 
ROSTER
Name Grade
Nathaniel Abbott* Sr.
Wyatt Bragg* Sr.
Kyle Coen* Sr.
Chase Johnson* Sr.
George Rickett* Sr.
Ethan Browning* Jr.
Ian Eblin* Jr.
Cole Franklin* Jr.
Caleb McKnight* Jr.
Rory Twyman* Jr.
Ethan Cline So.
Austin Livingston* So.
Zach Elliott Fr.

See SQUADS |52
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mission. This group of girls 
has the talent to make this a 
year to remember.”

South Gallia graduated 
only three seniors, including 
Maddie Simpson, but the pri-
mary core consisted of then-
juniors and freshmen.

They are now seniors and 
sophomores, as the deep 
varsity roster also lists junior 
middle hitter Rachal Colburn.

Colburn, along with senior 
hitter Erin Evans, received 
both all-TVC-Hocking and 
District 13 Coaches Associa-
tion mention last season.

The other returning 
seniors include Olivia Horn-
sby, Allie Sweeney, Hannah 
Shafer and Aaliyah Howell.

Only Keirsten Howell is 
a newcomer, while Isabella 
Cochran, Emma Shamblin 
and Makayla Waugh are the 
incoming freshmen.

Returning sophomores 
include Alyssa Cremeens, 
Amaya Howell, Katie Bowl-
ing, Kiley Stapleton, Kara 
McCormick, Mackenzie Mar-
tin and Christine Griffith.

Wright said she has 
coached all of the returning 
Lady Rebels in either junior 
high — or as the junior var-
sity coach two years ago.

The Rebels will also ben-
efit from sophomore Meret 
Mingers, who is the tallest 
player on the club and is a 
foreign-exchange student 
from Germany.

A key loss, however, 
besides Simpson will be the 
transfer of Taylor Burnette to 
Gallia Academy.

Still, there is plenty of 
experience in place for the 
Lady Rebels to move up the 
TVC-Hocking ladder.

With Wright right about 
the attitude, the Red and 
Gold may do just that.

Paul Boggs can be reached at 740-446-
2342, ext. 2106

From page 19

Lady Rebels 2017 SGHS VOLLEYBALL SCHEDULE
 Date   Opponent  Time
Aug. 22 vs. River Valley 7 p.m.
Aug. 24 at Symmes Valley 6:30 p.m.
Aug. 31 at Southern 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 5 vs. Waterford 7:15 p.m.
Sept. 6 vs. Symmes Valley 7 p.m.
Sept. 7 at Belpre 7:15 p.m.
Sept. 11 vs. Federal Hocking 7:15 p.m.
Sept. 12 vs. Trimble 7:15 p.m.
Sept. 14 at Eastern 7:15 p.m.
Sept. 16 at Oak Hill 1:30 p.m.
Sept. 18 at Miller 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 19 vs. Wahama 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 25 vs. Southern 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 26 at Waterford 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 28 vs. Belpre 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 2 at Federal Hocking 6 p.m.
Oct. 3 at Trimble 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 5 vs. Eastern 7:15 p.m.
Oct. 9 vs. Miller 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 10 at Wahama 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 11 at River Valley 7:30 p.m.
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the regional meet last fall.
Back for their third seasons with the EHS 

cross country team are juniors Ally Durst and 
Rhiannon Morris.

Durst — the Lady Eagles’ top runner at the 
2016 district meet — was Eastern’s second fast-
est runner at the Region 11 meet last fall, finish-
ing 30th with a time of 21:38.76. Morris turned 
in a time of 23:20.63 at the regional in her soph-
omore season, the team’s fifth fastest time.

Returning to the Lady Eagles for her second 
season is Lexa Hayes, who was Eastern’s sev-
enth fastest at the 2016 regional, completing the 
course in 25:17.1.

Eastern does have two runners to replace off 
of last year’s team in Laura Pullins and Taylor 
Parker.

“It’s huge losing them, you have two state 
qualifiers in cross country and track,” Fogle said. 
“It’s a huge loss and we probably won’t be able 
to replace them, but we do have five returning. 
Hopefully those five are faster than they were 
last year, and that will replace a little bit. Hannah 
Hill is a junior that came out, and then we have 
three freshmen coming in to fill those spots.”

Along with Hill, Eastern’s first-year runners 
are freshmen Haylie Blankenship, Alysa Howard 
and Whitney Durst.

The Eastern boys team still lacks the required 
amount of runners to post a team score, but 
expectations are still high for the two Eagle run-
ners.

“We have two really strong boys, one return-
ing and one coming out for the first time ever,” 
Fogle said. “Both are really strong and we’re 
expecting a lot out of them. We haven’t had a 
boy qualify for the regional in a few years and 
we’re hoping that both of them can qualify for 
the regional. Who knows after that, they’re both 
strong runners, so hopefully they can do well.”

Returning to the Eagles is Colton Reynolds, 
who, in his freshman season, was sixth in the 
TVC Hocking with a time of 18:42. Joining 
Reynolds on the EHS boys team is Owen Arix, 
who spent three seasons on the Eagle football 
team prior to coming out for cross country as a 
senior.

The Eastern boys team was last represented 
at the regional tournament in 2014, when the 
senior duo of Tyson Long and Brock Smith both 
qualified.

The Tri-Valley Conference meet at Wellston 
High School will be October 14. The Green, 
White and Gold will hope to be a part of the 
state meet, which will be on November 4, at the 
National Trail Raceway, in Hebron.

Alex Hawley can be reached at 740-446-2342, ext. 2100.

From page 42

Eastern CC

develop enough depth to have 
another winning season and reach 
our goal of getting to state.”

The Lady Knights had not made 
an official decision yet on the 
breakdown of varsity and junior 
varsity teams as of this preseason 
interview, but Cottrill did note 
that those squads would both be 
able to sustain themselves over 
the course of the year.

She also pointed out that her 
middle school programs are in a 
similar situation, which all points 
to the program itself being on the 
up-and-up.

“We have good numbers 
throughout the program, which 
is a really good sign that the 
program is headed in the right 
direction,” Cottrill said. “We have 
enough players to get through 
our varsity and junior varsity 
seasons and we had over 20 more 
come out for the middle school 
program. Interest in volleyball is 
starting to peak here, which is a 
sign that we are doing something 
right.

“Honestly, it’s nice to look down 
a bench and have options … and 
I’d say that all of the coaches in 
the program like having that abil-
ity. We’re really making strides as 
a program and hopefully this year 
will be another big step in the 
right direction.”

The Lady Knights start their 
2017 campaign with back-to-back 
homes matches against Buffalo 
and Parkersburg Catholic, but 

the Red and Black will also play 
a dozen of their first 15 contests 
on the road — including a pair of 
tri-matches at Ravenswood and 
another tri-match at Warren.

Seven of Point’s final 10 match-
es of the season will be played at 
home as it gears up for the post-
season run.

Bryan Walters can be reached at 740-446-
2342, ext. 2101.

2017 PPHS 
VOLLEYBALL 
SCHEDULE
Date Opponent Time
Sept. 5 vs Bu�alo 6 p.m.
Sept. 7 vs Parkersburg 6 p.m.
 Catholic
Sept. 9 at Ravenswood TBA
 (tri)
Sept. 11 at Cross Lanes 6 p.m.
 Christian
Sept. 14 at Win�eld 5:30
Sept. 16 at Ravenswood TBA
 (tri)
Sept. 19 vs Nitro 6 p.m.
Sept. 21 at Hannan 6 p.m.
Sept. 23 at Warren (tri) TBA
Sept. 25 at Wahama 6 p.m.
Sept. 26 at Teays Valley 6 p.m.
 Christian
Sept. 28 at Lincoln County 5 p.m.
Oct. 5 vs Win�eld 6 p.m.
Oct. 9 vs Cross Lanes 6 p.m.
 Christian
Oct. 14 at Bu�alo (tri) TBA
Oct. 16 vs Wahama 6 p.m.
Oct. 17 vs Ohio Valley 6 p.m.
 Christian
Oct. 23 vs Teays Valley 6 p.m.
 Christian
Oct. 24 vs Hannan 6 p.m.
Oct. 26 at Parkersburg 6 p.m.
 Catholic
Oct.31 vs Lincoln County 6 p.m.

From page 20

Lady Knights
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performer last fall, while Little was 
named all-district special mention. 
Both Baer and Little were on the all-
league team as juniors.

Back for their second seasons 
in the Green, White and Gold are 
juniors Allison Barber, Alexus 
Metheny and Kelsey Casto.

“The plan is to still have Allison 
Barber play all the way around,” 
Cross said. “We’re going to have 
Mackenzie Brooks move to the 
middle, she was a middle as a soph-
omore and moved to the outside last 
year. Kelsey Casto is another junior 
we have coming back, we’re going 
to try her as an outside this year 
and we’re going to try Sidney Cook 
at right hitter. We have so many 

options, it’s nice, it’s just not always 
the case around here.”

Eastern also has three newcom-
ers to the varsity team, in freshmen 
Jenna Chadwell, Sydney Sanders 
and Alisa Ord.

“We pulled up three freshman to 
be on varsity this year,” Cross said. 
“We really like their work ethic and 
what they bring to the table.”

Last season the Lady Eagles fin-
ished with a 14-10 record, including 
11-5 in the Tri-Valley Conference 
Hocking Division. Eastern was tied 
for third in the nine-team league 
after being swept by Southern and 
Waterford, splitting with Trimble 
and sweeping the remainder of the 
league. The third place finish was 
Eastern’s best in the league since 
finishing runner-up in 2013.

In non-conference play last fall, 
Eastern claimed victories over River 
Valley and Meigs.

Eastern made its 20th district 
tournament in the last 21 seasons 
and were ousted in straight games 
by Portsmouth Clay, in the semifi-
nal.

The Lady Eagles have two seniors 
to replace from last year’s team, in 
Katlyn Barber and Abbie Hawley. 
Barber was first team all-district as 
a senior and was a three-time all-
league performer.

In addition to its TVC Hocking 
schedule, Eastern will have a home-
and-home with Meigs, visit River 
Valley and play in the Athens Invita-
tional.

In school history, Eastern has 14 
league titles, the most recent com-
ing in 2012.

Alex Hawley can be reached at 740-446-2342, ext. 
2100.

From page 21

Lady Eagles

2017 EHS VOLLEYBALL 
SCHEDULE
Date Opponent Time
Aug. 21 at River Valley 7 pm
Aug. 24 vs. Meigs 7 pm
Aug. 26 at Athens Invitational 10 am
Aug. 31 at Waterford 7 pm
Sept. 5 vs. Federal Hocking 7 pm
Sept. 7 at Southern 7 pm
Sept. 12 vs. Wahama 6 pm
Sept. 14 vs. South Gallia 7 pm
Sept. 18 at Belpre 7 pm
Sept. 19 at Miller 7 pm
Sept. 21 vs. Trimble 7 pm
Sept. 25 vs. Waterford 7 pm
Sept. 26 at Federal Hocking 7 pm
Sept. 28 vs. Southern 7 pm
Oct. 2 at Meigs 7 pm
Oct. 3 at Wahama 6 pm
Oct. 4 at South Gallia 7 pm
Oct. 9 vs. Belpre 7 pm
Oct. 10 vs. Miller 7 pm
Oct. 12 at Trimble 7 pm

nent what we’re thinking at any given 
moment.”

That height includes senior middle hit-
ter Carly Gilmore.

“Carly puts in the work and is ath-
letic a girl as I’ve been around. And I’ve 
coached a lot of different sports. She will 
be a foundation,” said Smith.

In addition to Gilmore, Mershon steps 
in as the “floor general”, with seniors 
Rayanna Adkins, Madison Tabor and 
Jaden Neal as outside hitters.

“These girls can actually do almost 
anything you ask them to do. They can 
do back line, they can do front line. They 
can hit from outside or inside,” said 
Smith. “We’re well-rounded. We’ve got 
players that fill in no matter what the cir-
cumstances. It looks promising.”

Smith said the Lady Raiders need to 
improve upon their passing, “because all 
things come and flow from our passing.”

“We have to control that initial pass, 
most notably off the serve or off a hit. 
If we can lock that down, our offense or 
our hitting is going to be hard to stop,” 
he said. “Passing is our priority.”

And, a professional priority for Smith, 
he explained, was sending the seven 
seniors out with a good final season.

“I want to give these seniors some-
thing to be proud of their last year,” he 
said. “There’s seven. So we have to send 
them out on a high note. It’s going to be 
a huge learning curve, but there is talent 
that if we just bring it together, it could 
be a good year and we could surprise 
some people.”

Paul Boggs can be reached at 740-446-2342, ext. 2106

From page 22

Lady Raiders

See LADY RAIDERS SCHEDULE | 53
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freshman Sarah Watts 
— Mary’s sister — has 
arrived.

“We have our last 
‘Watts’. Sarah Watts 
is an unbelievable 
talent, she has 
worked hard with her 
sisters this summer. 
She is a disciplined 
athlete. She is a �erce 
competitor. And she 
will make an impact 
right away,” said the 
coach. “She was 
a terror in middle 
school, and not too 
many girls could 
beat her. For her and 
Brooke Johnson, both 
of them are going to 
step up and people 
are going to know 
their names right 
away.”

Watts will likely 
lead the Blue Angels, 
along with returning 
sophomores Brooke 
and Abby Johnson, 
as returning senior 
Cassidy Starnes and 
returning junior Abby 
Cremeans make up 
the top �ve.

“If we can get a 
strong four and �ve 
runner, we can scare 
Fairland. Fairland is 
the team to beat in 
the OVC (Ohio Valley 
Conference). I expect 
Brooke (Johnson) and 
Sarah (Watts) to be 
our one and two, and 
Abby Johnson our 
three. Then Cassidy 
Starnes and Abby 
Cremeans to round 
out the top �ve,” said 
May. “Then hopefully 
we’ll have some 
surprises.”

Two other 
sophomores —Alyssa 
Marxen and Karsyn 
Shamblin — return, 
while the remainder 
of the roster consists 
of freshman Maddie 
Stewart, sophomore 
Grace Montgomery, 
junior Carlin Short and 

seniors Tori Corvin 
and Ellie Rose.

May said the 
Gallia Academy 
clubs plan to reel in 
Fairland for the Ohio 
Valley Conference 
championship —and 
the Blue and White 
will have home course 
advantage on Oct. 11.

GAHS will host 
the OVC meet on its 
revamped trail, which 
is its second home 
meet — following 
its Coach’s Corner 
Invitational on Sept. 5.

The invitational 
road schedule 
includes Huntington 
(Aug. 26), 
Fairland (Sept. 9), 
Southeastern (Sept. 
16), the University of 
Rio Grande (Sept. 23), 
Piketon (Sept. 30) and 
Alexander (Oct. 4).

May said the entire 
season is all about 
hunting for a Blue 
October, while all 
the while remaining 
injury-free and 
lowering individual 
times.

Indeed, this could 
be a special campaign 
for the girls and boys 
in Blue.

“Our whole goal is 
to run well at the end 
of the season. A lot 
of people get a jump 
on us, but our goal is 
to stay healthy and 
peak at the right time. 
We end up at league 
(OVC) and districts 
(Division II) beating 
a lot of people that 
have beaten us earlier 
in the year. Because 
the kids know when 
to focus on what 
days. Right now, we’re 
healthy. Let’s just 
hope we stay healthy,” 
said May. “I don’t have 
to chase these kids 
down to get the work 
done. I’ve had these 
kids so long in the 
program, they just 
know what to do.”

Paul Boggs can be reached 
at 740-446-2342, ext. 2106

From page 40

GAHS CC

honorees last fall. Cole was a first 
team all-district performer, Cleland 
was on second team, while Teaford 
and Marissa Johnson were both all-
district honorable mention.

“We have Baylee Wolfe and Abby 
Cummins playing in the middle for 
us this year,” Hupp said. “We’re hop-
ing for some big hits and some big 
blocks coming out of the middle. 
Of course, we have Jane Roush and 
Jaiden Roberts in the back row, we’re 
looking for them to make some nice 
passes.

“Jane made it half the season 
before she had an injury,” Hupp 
added. “I moved a couple of girls up 
for the tournament and they got in a 
little bit toward the end, but nobody 
has real varsity experience.”

Including Roush — who played 
libero for the 2016 Lady Tornadoes, 
prior to her season-ending injury 
— Southern has seven seniors, Julia 
Montgomery, Jaiden Roberts, Paige 
VanMeter, Shelbi Dailey, Sydney Cle-
land and Jolish Ervin.

“I’m looking to my seniors to be 
our leaders this year,” Hupp said. 
“It’s something we’ve been working 
on, having them step up and be lead-
ers to the rest of the group.”

Along with Brooker and Cummins, 
Baylee Grueser and Peyton Ander-
son are juniors on this year’s SHS 
team.

Joining Wolfe and Phoenix Cleland 
as SHS sophomores are Kassie Bar-
ton and Mickenzie Ferrell.

In the past three seasons, South-
ern is 53-14 with two league titles 
and two sectional crowns. In earning 
the program’s seventh league title, 
the Lady Tornadoes were 15-1 in the 
TVC Hocking, with their only loss 
coming to co-champion Waterford.

In the regular season, Southern 
was 4-1 in non-league play, with wins 
over Meigs, River Valley, Belpre, and 
a loss to Nelsonville-York.

The Lady Tornadoes the program’s 
ninth sectional title over Symmes 
Valley in straight games and then the 
Purple and Gold advanced to their 
first district final in 18 years with 
a sweep of New Boston Glenwood. 
However, Portsmouth Notre Dame 
ousted SHS in straight games in the 
district final.

Along with their 16 league games 
this fall, Southern will face Meigs, 
Marietta, Nelsonville-York, William-
stown and River Valley in non-league 
play.

“I think it’s good competition for 
us and I think that it helps us get 
ready for league play,” Hupp said. 
“I think its good to get teams that 
we normally don’t see to help us 
prepare.”

The battles between the defending 
league champions will take place on 
September 11, at Waterford, and on 
October 2, in Racine.

Alex Hawley can be reached at 740-446-2342, ext. 
2100.

From page 18

Lady Tornadoes

2017 GAHS BLUE DEVILS SOCCER SCHEDULE
Date Opponent Time
Aug. 22 at Fairland 6 p.m.
Aug. 29 vs. Point Pleasant 6 p.m.
Aug. 31 vs. Rock Hill 6 p.m.
Sept. 5 at Jackson 6 p.m.
Sept. 7 vs. South Point 6 p.m.
Sept. 9 at Ohio Valley Christian 6 p.m.
Sept. 12 at Chesapeake 6 p.m.
Sept. 14 at Point Pleasant 6 p.m.
Sept. 16 vs. Alexander TBA
Sept. 21 vs. Fairland 6 p.m.
Sept. 23 at Circleville TBA
Sept. 28 vs. Chesapeake 6 p.m.
Sept. 30 vs. Ohio Valley Christian 6 p.m.
Oct. 3 at South Point 6 p.m.
Oct. 5 at Alexander 6 p.m.
Oct. 10 at Rock Hill 6 p.m.
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and Ethan Scott. Senior 
Alexander Foster is the lone 
newcomer to the varsity boys 
program.

Returning for the Lady 
Knights are juniors Allison 
Henderson and Cierra Beatty, 
both of whom are entering 
their third year with the pro-
gram along with Dean, Durst 
and Wilson. Henderson came 
up two places short of quali-
fying for state last fall during 
the regional meet.

The familiarity within the 
group also provides a real 
strength for the program, one 
that Porter is most apprecia-
tive of.

“The biggest advantage 
that we have is that everyone 
on this team is such good 
friends,” Porter said. “Almost 

all of them have been team-
mates already and they are 
all driven to get better, so it 
really makes this group fun to 
be around. We have expecta-
tions because we work hard, 
but I really do love working 
with them because we are 
more like a family.”

Point Pleasant does not 
have a home meet and, as of 
now, has only seven meets 
scheduled for the regular 
season.

The Red and Black will 

be at several large events 
though, which should lead to 
better competition and faster 
times as they prepare for the 
postseason.

If PPHS can stay healthy 
and continue to improve 
along the way, then the lat-
ter part of the year could get 
quite interesting for this still 
up-and-coming program.

“I want everyone to 
improve their times through-
out the season and I want 
us at our best headed into 

regionals,” Porter said. “I’d 
really like to see Luke get 
back to state and I’d like to 
see some of his teammates 
join him there. That would 
make for a really successful 
season for us.”

Bryan Walters can be reached at 740-
446-2342, ext. 2101.

2017 PPHS CC SCHEDULE
Date Event Time
Aug. 26 at Ripley 10 a.m.
Sept. 2 at Cabell Midland 10 a.m.
Sept. 5 at Gallia Academy 4 p.m.
Sept. 9 at Mineral Wells 10 a.m.
Sept. 23 at Rio Grande 10 a.m.
Sept. 30 at North Bend 10 a.m.
Oct. 7 at Wirt Wetlands 4 p.m.
Oct. 19 Class AA Regional Meet TBA
Oct. 28 Class AA State Meet TBA

2017 PPHS CC 
ROSTER
BOYS Grade
Wyatt Dean* Sr
Alexander Foster Sr
Luke Wilson* Jr
Tanner Durst* Jr
Ethan Scott* So
Isaac Daniels* So
GIRLS Grade
Allison Henderson* Jr
Cierra Beatty* Jr
Head Coach
Jessica Porter 
(7th season)
* — Indicates varsity 
returnee.

From page 43

Point CC

2017 GAHS BOYS 
SOCCER ROSTER
No. Name Grade
2 Tristan Posley* Jr.
3 Brooke Hamilton Fr.
4 Trinity Eggers* Jr.
5 Anthony Borden Fr.
7 Justin Day* Jr.
8 Gretchen McConnell* Jr.
11 Pierce Wilcoxon* Sr.
12 Tristan Eggers* Sr.
16 Koren Truance Fr.
17 Emmanuel Valadez* So.
18 Andrew Toler* So.
21 Ian Hill So.

23 Obie Reeves* Sr.
26 Colton Roe Fr.
28 Kaylie Clark Fr.
29 Bode Wamsley Fr.
30 Morgan Stanley* Jr.
Head Coach Cory Camden 
(1st season)
* —Indicates varsity returnee
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In fact, the Raiders return five 
seniors and five juniors, as only 
freshman Zach Elliott and sopho-
more Ethan Cline are the lone 
newcomers this season.

Leading the way will be senior 
Nathaniel Abbott, who qualified 
for the regional last year as an 
individual — and nearly advanced 
to the state meet by placing 27th 
in 17 minutes and 16 seconds.

Abbott actually boasts the sec-
ond all-time fastest time in school 
history — and headlines the Raid-
ers returning 11 men.

“Nathaniel Abbott is really run-
ning well. He almost qualified for 
states last year and should qualify 
for it this year. He is primed to 
break the school record in the 
5K,” said Smith.

After Abbott, fellow seniors 
Kyle Coen and George Rickett — 
and juniors Rory Twyman, Caleb 
McKnight, Cole Franklin and Ian 
Eblin —will fill in the second thru 
seventh scoring spots, possibly 
even in that order.

“Nathaniel (Abbott) and Kyle 
Coen, individually, should qualify 
for the regional, but I think we 
should qualify for it again as a 
team. We did that first year, and 
we should have last year,” said 
Smith. “This year, I think Kyle 
will be better than our second or 
third guys last year. I think George 

(Rickett) and Rory (Twyman) 
will be better than our second and 
third guys. Caleb (McKnight) will 
be that deciding factor right now. 
He didn’t do much running over 
the summer, but he is coming in 
healthy and ready to go. If he can 
get back to where he was, then I 
definitely think we will make it 
back to the regionals.”

Returning sophomore Austin 
Livingston likely will battle for a 
scoring spot as well.

Rounding out the deep Raider 
roster are seniors Chase Johnson 
and Wyatt Bragg, and returning 
junior Ethan Browning.

“I think nine will score at 
times,” said Smith.

The Lady Raiders, conversely, 
are much more of an unknown 
quantity, as they are greatly 
impacted by key losses.

Leanne Hively was the only 
graduate, but Beth Gillman and 
Kaylee Gillman opted not to 
return.

Yolanda Andre was part of 
the one-year foreign-exchange 
program, thus meaning the Lady 
Raiders do not return their second 
thru fifth scorers.

“Losing our third, fourth and 
fifth girl from last year is really 
going to put a hurt on their team,” 
said Smith.

Still, the Lady Raiders return 
senior Kenzie Baker, who was the 
top runner last season — and is 
the second all-time leading runner 

From page 46

Squads

See SQUADS |53

From page 13

OVCS

2017 OVCS VOLLEYBALL 
ROSTER
No. Name Grade
7 Marcie Kessinger* So
11 Laura Young Fr
12 Cori Hutchison* Sr
13 Katie Westfall* Sr
21 Emily Childers* Jr
22 Lauren Ragan Fr
24 Makala Sizemore* Jr
Head Coach
Valerie Westfall (1st season)
* —Indicates varsity returnee.

2017 OVCS VOLLEYBALL 
SCHEDULE
Date Match Time
Aug. 22 at Cross Lanes Christian 6 p.m.
Aug. 25 at Wood County Christian 5:30
Aug. 28 at Covenant Christian 6 p.m.
Aug. 29 vs Pike Christian 6 p.m.
Sept. 1 at Grace Christian 6 p.m.
Sept. 5 at Hannan 6 p.m.
Sept. 8 vs Ironton Saint Joseph 6 p.m.
Sept. 12 at Pike Christian 6 p.m.
Sept. 15 vs Calvary Christian 6 p.m.
Sept. 19 vs Cross Lanes Christian 6 p.m.
Sept. 22 vs Teays Valley Christian 6 p.m.
Sept. 26 vs Grace Christian 6 p.m.
Sept. 29 vs Hannan 6 p.m.
Oct. 6 at Teays Valley Christian 6 p.m.
Oct. 10 at Calvary Christian 6 p.m.
Oct. 13 vs Covenant Christian 6 p.m.
Oct. 17 at Point Pleasant 6 p.m.

be the goalkeeper, but Toler 
should see some minutes in 
net —along with playing on 
the back line.

Camden also said the five 
girls on the Blue Devils’ 
co-ed roster “can all play”.

“We’re going to be playing 
these young ladies. We may 
be starting two or three. It’s 
the best person for the job 
and maintaining our com-

petitive nature,” he said.
Especially in what should 

be a balanced — and overall 
improved — five-club confer-
ence.

The Blue Devils did enjoy 
a school record for victories 
in a single season with 11, 
as GAHS posted an overall 
record of 11-5-1.

Gallia Academy also cap-
tured its first conference 
championship in soccer, shar-
ing the Ohio Valley Confer-
ence title with South Point.

The OVC was in its first 
season of soccer as a league.

The other schools include 
South Point, Chesapeake, 
Fairland and Rock Hill.

Camden knows this year’s 
numbers game isn’t in the 
Blue Devils’ favor, but that 
doesn’t excuse Gallia Acad-
emy from lowering its expec-
tations.

“It’s going to take all 17 to 
compete on a regular basis, 
but I look for us to compete 
night in and night out,” he 
said. “Every game is going to 
be tough for us. We’ve got to 
be crisp, we’ve got to expect 
to come to the ball, we’ve 

got to expect to read the 
ball. We’re looking to score 
off set pieces and counters. 
Our numbers are down this 
year, so right now getting 
our personnel experience is 
important. I’ll never say we’ll 
have a down year, because 
down years are for people 
who don’t work hard. We’re 
going to work hard. I’m very 
excited about this team and 
working with them. I antici-
pate it being a fun year.”

Paul Boggs can be reached at 740-446-
2342, ext. 2106

From page 26

Camden



2017 Fall Sports Preview
     5360730564

in the girls program.
She is one of only two 

Lady Raiders to ever com-
plete the 5K race in under 
20 minutes, and qualified 
for the regional last season 
— despite being injured 
most of the fall.

“Kenzie missed all-league 
by one second last year, and 
she was hurt. This year, she 
has a good shot at making 
all-league and she should 
make the state if she stays 
healthy,” said Smith.

Joining Baker in the top 
four are returning juniors 
Julia Nutter and Josie 
Jones, as freshman Hannah 
Culpepper —the top Raider 
eighth-grader last season — 
is the likely fourth spot.

“Our top four girls are 
pretty good. I don’t know 
yet about our fifth, sixth 
and seventh person, but 

I’m anxious to find out,” 
said Smith. “The rest of our 
girls are all so new.”

Those newcomers include 
juniors Lexi and Abby 
Stout, freshman Connie 
Stewart, and sophomore 
Akari Michimukai — a for-
eign exchange student from 
Japan.

Smith said Lexi Stout has 
a chance to be the fifth or 
sixth spot, as Sharla Moody 
and Natosha Rankin return 
for their senior seasons.

Speaking of new, the 
Raiders run this season in 
several new meets, includ-
ing at Wellston in the sea-
son opener —which will 
also host this year’s TVC 
championship.

All of the meets, though, 
whether familiar on the 
traditional schedule or not, 
aim to pave the way for 
River Valley’s return to the 
regionals.

Paul Boggs can be reached at 740-
446-2342, ext. 2106

From page 52

Squads 2017 RVHS VOLLEYBALL SCHEDULE
 Date Opponent  Time
Aug. 21 vs. Eastern 7 p.m.
Aug. 22 at South Gallia 7 p.m.
Aug. 24 at Belpre 7 p.m.
Aug. 28 vs. Southern 7 p.m.
Aug. 29 vs. Nelsonville-York 7 p.m.
Aug. 31 at Wellston 7 p.m.
Sept. 2 at Gallia Academy 1 p.m.
Sept. 5 at Jackson 7 p.m.
Sept. 6 vs. Federal Hocking 7 p.m.
Sept. 7 at Athens 7 p.m.
Sept. 12 vs. Meigs 7 p.m.
Sept. 14 vs. Vinton County 7 p.m.
Sept. 19 at Alexander 7 p.m.
Sept. 21 at Nelsonville-York 7 p.m.
Sept. 23 at Federal Hocking 7 p.m.
Sept. 26 vs. Wellston 7 p.m.
Oct. 3 vs. Athens 7 p.m.
Oct. 5 at Meigs 7 p.m.
Oct. 10 at Vinton County 7 p.m.
Oct. 11 vs. South Gallia 7 p.m.
Oct. 12 vs. Alexander 7 p.m.
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side.
“The schedule is tougher, I don’t think there is any 

doubt about that. We are pretty much facing a pair of 
buzz saws in our first two games, so we don’t have a 
lot of time to grow because we’ll have to be ready to 
go from the first kickoff,” Darst said. “We know we are 
wearing a target with our current winning streak and 
those first two games can make a big difference in how 
the rest of the season goes, so really our focus right 
now is getting ready for a pair of big tests early on.”

Point Pleasant travels to Vincent Warren (OH) and 
Herbert Hoover in the third and fourth weeks before 
returning home in Week 5 for a contest against Mount 
View.

PPHS travels to Parkersburg South and Bluefield 
in the sixth and seventh weeks before completing the 
regular season at OVB Field.

Point Pleasant has qualified for the gridiron postsea-
son the last nine consecutive years.

Bryan Walters can be reached at 740-446-2342, ext. 2101.

2017 PPHS FOOTBALL ROSTER

# Name Gr Ht Wt POS
1 Owen Weethee Fr 5-4 110 WR-DB
2 Josh Wamsley* Jr 5-9 165 WR-DB
3 Ryan Oliver* Sr 6-0 172 WR-DB
4 Chance Martin Jr 5-9 146 RB-DB
5 Zane Wamsley Fr 5-8 141 WR-DB
6 Ryan Mullinex* Jr 5-8 150 RB-DB
7 Cason Payne* Jr 6-2 205 QB-DB
8 Aaron Turner Sr 6-2 175 WR-DB
9 Beau Wallace* So 5-8 145 WR-DB
10 Justin Brum�eld* Sr 5-10 190 RB-DB
11 Jovone Johnson* So 6-0 155 WR-DB
13 Jacob Bryant Sr 5-9 165 PK
14 Nick Leport* So 5-11 160 RB-DB
17 Kayden Stone Fr 5-10 145 RB-DB
18 Casey Lowery So 6-3 165 WR-DB
21 Andrew Jones* Jr 6-0 175 WR-DB
23 Keshawn Stover* Sr 5-8 162 WR-DB
24 Rushawn Craig So 5-10 161 RB-DB
25 Wes Grimes Fr 5-10 152 QB-DB
26 Brady Adkins* So 5-8 155 RB-DB
27 David Rollins Fr 5-10 141 RB-DB
28 Logan Southall So 6-1 166 WR-DB
29 Riley Oliver Fr 5-9 140 WR-DB
30 Alec Smith* Sr 5-11 181 WR-DB
33 Aiden Sang* So 6-0 172 QB-DB
34 Wyatt Stanley* So 5-11 210 RB-LB
35 James Musgrave* Jr 6-1 200 RB-LB
36 Mark Fowler Fr 5-10 183 RB-LB
37 Steven Trent* So 5-10 171 RB-LB
38 Joel Beattie Fr 6-1 187 RB-LB
40 Kameron Weaver* So 6-0 218 TE-DE
42 Tucker Mayes* Sr 5-11 205 RB-LB
44 Mike Nibert Fr 6-1 170 FB-LB
45 Travis Donahue Fr 6-1 215 FB-LB
48 Cameron Nott* Sr 5-10 189 RB-LB
49 Andrew Flowers* Sr 5-9 166 RB-DB
50 Trenton Mayes Fr 6-0 235 OL-DL
52 Wyatt Pearson* Sr 5-10 247 OL-DL
53 Colton Carr* Jr 5-10 168 OL-DL
54 Owen Yonkers Fr 5-10 212 OL-DL
55 Jacob Muncy* So 6-1 302 OL-DL
56 Eddie Mayes* Jr 5-10 225 OL-DL
57 Jason Chapman* Sr 5-11 243 OL-DL
59 Blayne Butler Jr 6-1 215 OL-DL
60 Gage Neville* Jr 6-1 241 OL-DL
61 Ryan Kinnaird* Jr 5-10 248 OL-DL
62 Nate Barth* So 6-0 251 OL-DL
63 Jesse Gleason* Sr 6-0 273 OL-DL
64 Austin Brum�eld Fr 5-9 232 OL-DL
65 Tre Craddock Sr 6-0 228 OL-DL
66 Braylon Higginbotham Fr 5-10 240 OL-DL
67 Keaton Carr Jr 6-1 187 OL-DL
68 Alex Gibbs* Sr 6-2 265 OL-DL
69 Dakota Moses Fr 6-1 220 OL-LB
70 Caleb Higginbotham* So 6-3 320 OL-DL
71 Nicholas Wisecup Fr 5-10 230 OL-DL
72 Brian Gillespie* Sr 5-10 251 OL-DL
73 Gabe Hall So 6-4 305 OL-DL
75 Ryan Du� Fr 5-10 208 OL-LB
76 Cameron McCarty So 6-2 240 OL-DL
77 Trevon Franklin* Jr 6-3 271 OL-DL
78 Devin Burris* Jr 6-2 295 OL-DL
83 Winter Nibert Jr 5-6 170 WR-DB
86 Nick Parsons* So 6-2 241 RB-DE
88 Clayton Hill* Sr 6-2 200 WR-DL
Head Coach
David Darst (11th season)
* — Indicates varsity returnee.

From page 3

Big Blacks

Fitzwater will lead the 
way, as fellow junior Hunt-
er Copley plays this season 
— along with sophomore 
Bailey Meadows.

Both are multi-sport 
standouts, as Copley plays 
volleyball in the fall as 
well.

Another two-sport 
athlete, freshman Ryelee 
Sipple, should contribute 
heavily too.

Copley, Meadows and 
Sipple should provide 
experience along with 
Fitzwater and Crothers.

The newcomers to the 
game include junior Grace 
Sydnor, sophomore Macy 
Jones, and freshmen Bella 
Bonzo, Caroline Evans, 
Abby Fitzwater, Avery 
Minton and Lily Rees.

Abby Fitzwater is Mol-
ly’s younger sister.

“There are a lot of new 
faces on the girls side, 
10 to be exact, but I am 
glad we have the interest 

in girls golf,” said Allen. 
“The girls on the roster 
have been coming in the 
summer and seem to 
really enjoy playing the 
game. They want to get 
better and improve and 
that’s encouraging to see. 
I’m really excited about 
the future of girls golf at 
Gallia Academy.”

Allen is actually excited 
about the prospects of 
both teams —both in 
numbers and experience.

“We’re tickled to have 
so many kids out on both 
sides, and we’ve had a 
really good summer get-
ting ready for this year,” 
he said. “In my five years, 
this has probably been 
the best summer we’ve 
had as far as kids com-
ing out and working on 
their games. That will 
pay off and show us some 
good results in the weeks 
ahead. The potential is 
there. Not just this year, 
but certainly in years to 
come.”

Paul Boggs can be reached at 
740-446-2342, ext. 2106

From page 32

GAHS
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21018 Ohio River Road
Mason, WV
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2017 GAHS FOOTBALL ROSTER
# Gr. Name POS Ht. Wt.
1 Jr. Brendan Carter WR-DB 5-10 140
2 So. Ben Cox WR-LB 5-11 195
3 Sr. Garrett Burns* WR-DB 5-10 160
4 Jr. Jacob Campbell RB-LB 6-0 195
5 Fr. Noah Vanco QB-DB 5-8 135
6 Sr. John Stout* WR-LB 6-1 185
7 Jr. Justin McClelland* QB-DB 6-1 195
8 Fr. Brant Rocchi WR-DB 5-8 145
9 So. Logan Blour* K 6-0 160
10 Jr. Cory Call* WR-DB 6-1 160
11 So. Colton Campbell* TE-LB 5-11 175
12 Fr. Trenton Johnson RB-LB 5-8 150
13 Fr. James Armstrong WR-DB 5-10 160
14 So. Cade Roberts* RB-LB 5-11 200
15 So. Evan Rodgers* WR-DB 6-2 145
16 So. Justin Wilcoxon* WR-DB 5-10 145
17 Jr. Trentin Waller RB-LB 5-11 165
20 Fr. Michael Beasy WR-DB 5-9 145
21 So. Christopher Valentine* WR-DB 5-6 125
22 Sr. Tanner Allen* WR-DB 5-10 145
23 Sr. Matt Moreaux* RB-LB 5-11 185
25 Jr. Caleb Henry WR-DB 6-0 195
28 Jr. Boo Pullins* RB-LB 5-11 175
32 Fr. Zach Belville WR-DB 5-8 140
33 Fr. Jarrell Scott RB-DB 5-8 145
40 Fr. Adam Stout WR-DB 5-8 115
45 Fr. Coen Duncan TE-DL 6-0 175
50 Fr. Riley Starnes OL-DL 6-4 285
52 Sr. Nathan Mitchell* OL-DL 6-0 225
53 Fr. C.J. Northup OL-DL 5-8 145
54 Sr. Nickolas Hu�ord* OL-DL 5-11 200
56 So. Cole Ruse OL-DL 5-11 195
58 Fr. Kenny Siders OL-DL 5-10 165
59 Jr. Carter Campbell* OL-DL 6-1 195
61 Fr. Austin Perroud OL-DL 5-10 165
63 Jr. Zach Newell* OL-DL 5-10 185
64 Fr. Michael Stout OL-DL 5-8 170
67 Jr. Colton Russell* OL-DL 5-11 265
68 Fr. Micah O’Brien OL-DL 6-2 225
69 So. Mason Angel* OL-DL 6-1 250
70 Jr. Logan Rose* OL-DL 6-0 200
73 So. Zac Canaday* OL-DL 5-11 230
74 Fr. Yahshua Peaks OL-DL 6-2 280
76 Sr. Jonas McCreedy* OL-DL 6-0 240
77 Fr. Kenneth Brooks OL-DL 6-2 225
88 Fr. Zach Workman WR-DB 5-8 130
Head Coach
Alex Penrod (1st season)
* — Indicates varsity returnee

From page 4

Blue Devils
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Maroon and Gold are Weston 
Baer, Cameron Burnem, Jake 
Perry, Cory Cox, Landon 
Acree, Matt Dowell, Matt 
Gilkey, Steven Vance, Ethen 
Watson and Drake Hall.

Newcomers to the MHS 
varsity squad are Jake Buckey, 
Wyatt Hoover, Tyler Tillis, K.C. 
Welsh, Noah Metzger, Blake 
Pitchford, J.R. Hamilton, Abe 
Lundy, Joey Porter, Hunter 
Wood, Bryson McCoy, Lane 
Shuler, Tyson Clark, Jordan 
Liddil, Jake Kennedy, Andrew 
Ogle, Austin Rice, Billy Joseph, 
Zach Searles and Joshua Smith.

“We come in 30 days after 
the season and we probably 
average 15-or-20 kids,” Coach 
Bartrum said. “Over the sum-
mer we had around 30 kids and 
it went really well. In the last 
couple of years, I think we’ve 
gotten better in the offseason. 
Hopefully that transfers onto 

the practice field and then onto 
the game field.

“It all starts up front, and 
Coach Willford does a great 
job with those offensive and 
defensive line guys,” Bartrum 
added. “I really feel that those 
five offensive linemen and four 
defensive linemen are key. 
Whether it’s Jimmy Porter, 
Andrew Douglas, Matthew 
Jackson, Riley Ogdin, or Ethen 
Watson — who’s just a sopho-
more but has really shown out 
in training camp — there are 
some guys who can really help 
us. Our o-line and d-line, that’s 
where it starts and we want all 
of those guys to step up.”

Last fall, Meigs finished 
tied for fifth, with Wellston, 
holding a 2-4 record in the 
seven-team league after wins 
over Alexander and River Val-
ley. In the league this season 
MHS will host Vinton County, 
Nelsonville-York and Alexander, 
while traveling to River Valley, 
Athens and Wellston.

Meigs was 2-2 in non-league 
affairs last year, defeating Gal-

lia Academy and Logan, while 
falling to Jackson and Amanda-
Clearcreek. Luckily for the 
Marauders, the Ironmen and 
Aces are not on the 2017 slate, 
as Meigs picked up a Week 2 
game against visiting St. Clairs-
ville and a Week 8 game at 
Point Pleasant.

“I’ve said this from the day 
one, if you want to be the best, 
you have to beat the best,” 
Barturm said. “Point Pleasant 

and St. Clairsville have great 
programs, we’re fortunate that 
St. Clairsville comes here and 
we’re excited for that Saturday.”

In his first five seasons as 
MHS skipper, Coach Bartrum 
has led the Marauders to a 
25-25 record.

This will be the Meigs High 
School’s 50th football season.

Alex Hawley can be reached at 740-446-
2342, ext. 2100.

From page 6

Marauders

2017 MHS FOOTBALL ROSTER
# Name Gr Ht Wt POS
1 Zach Bartrum* Jr 6-1 175 WR-LB
3 Cole Adams* Jr 5-10 150 RB-DB
4 Jake Buckley Fr 5-7 125 WR-DB
6 Weston Baer* So 6-2 160 WR-DB
7 Cameron Burnem So 5-8 150 WR-DB
8 Jake Perry* Jr 5-8 140 RB-DB
9 Wyatt Hoover Fr 6-0 155 WR-LB
10 Zach Helton* Sr 6-0 175 QB-DB
11 Christian Mattox* Sr 6-0 155 QB-DB
12 Bailey Caruthers* Sr 6-2 145 WR-DB
13 Cory Cox* So 5-8 135 QB-DB
14 David Robson* Jr 5-11 160 RB-LB
15 Tyler Tillis Fr 5-8 135 QB-DB
18 K.C. Welsh Fr 5-8 125 RB-DB
21 Wesley Smith* Jr 5-7 135 WR-DB
23 Noah Metzger Fr 5-10 155 RB-LB
25 Landon Acree* So 6-0 155 RB-LB
26 Blake Pitchford Fr 5-10 130 WR-DB
35 Lane Cullums* Sr 6-0 210 RB-LB
36 J.R. Hamilton So 5-8 170 RB-LB
42 Abe Lundy Fr 6-1 220 RB-LB
44 Matthew Brown* Sr 5-7 160 RB-LB
48 Joey Porter Fr 5-7 135 RB-LB
50 Hunter Wood Fr 5-7 150 OL-LB
51 Wayland Ramage* Sr 5-10 230 OL-DL
52 Bryson McCoy Fr 5-7 210 OL-DL
57 Matt Dowell* So 5-7 150 OL-DL
58 Lane Shuler Fr 5-7 155 OL-DL
60 Matt Gilkey* So 5-7 170 OL-DE
61 Tyson Clark Fr 5-5 135 OL-DL
63 Jordan Liddil Fr 5-10 200 OL-DE
64 William Smith * Jr 5-9 180 OL-DL
65 Jon Newsome* Jr 6-1 250 OL-DL
66 Riley Ogdin* Sr 6-1 240 OL-DL
67 Jake Kennedy Fr 6-0 175 OL-LB
68 Justin Searls* Sr 6-1 210 OL-DE
69 Claytin Neutzling Jr 6-3 235 OL-DL
70 Andrew Ogle So 6-0 250 OL-DL
71 Austin Rice Fr 5-7 220 OL-DL
72 Steven Vance* So 5-9 185 OL-DL
73 Andrew Douglas* Sr 6-3 230 OL-DE
75 Trenton Durst* Sr 6-2 270 OL-DL
76 Matthew Jackson* Jr 5-11 200 OL-DL
77 Billy Joseph Jr 5-10 180 OL-DE
78 Ethen Watson* So 6-1 210 OL-DE
79 Jimmy Porter* Sr 6-1 270 OL-DL
81 Zach Searles Fr 5-9 135 WR-DB
85 Joshua Smith Fr 5-8 125 WR-DE
86 Drake Hall* So 6-0 180 TE-DE
Head Coach
Mike Bartrum (6th season)
* — Indicates varsity returnee.

Paul Boggs|OVP Sports
Pictured are members of the 2017 River Valley High School varsity 
golf team. In front row, from left, are Chloe Gee, Hayley Cox and Elena 
Canizares; back row, head coach Dewey Smith, Aaron Burke, Gabe 
Gilmore and Tyler Roberts.

From page 37

Raider

Another junior —foreign-
exchange student Elena 
Canizares — joins the Raid-
ers from Spain, and actually 
played some golf over there.

Smith said should a 
fourth girl join the Raider 

program, the Silver and 
Black will be able to play 
some ladies contests.

“That would be good to 
have at least four girls and 
four boys both,” he said.

But for now, the Raiders 
are at least better by the 
half-dozen.

Paul Boggs can be reached at 740-
446-2342, ext. 2106
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should be.”
Last season, Southern was 

third in the Tri-Valley Conference 
Hocking Division, behind only 
Waterford and Trimble, the two 
schools that were responsible for 
the three losses in the Tornadoes’ 
8-3 record.

In Southern’s eight victories, 
the Tornadoes outscored oppo-
nents 307-101 and only allowed 
one team (Eastern) to surpass 20 
points.

In the regular season, Southern 
gained 354.6 yards per game, 
while holding opponents to 226.8 
yards per contest. The Tornado 
defense came away with 18 take-
aways, while the SHS offense com-
mitted only 12 turnovers.

“There are a lot of positions 
right now that are still wide open, 
so there are a whole bunch of 
kids that have the chance to play 
football,” Chancey said. “In order 

to successful we have to be suc-
cessful in all facets of the game. I 
am a big believer that if you play 
great defense, establish a running 
game and be sound in your special 
teams, then you have a chance to 
win. I feel like were going to be 
in a lot of good football games, 
so the little things like turnovers, 
penalties and the kicking game all 
become so much more important.”

For the fourth consecutive sea-
son Southern will play the same 
10 teams in the regular season, all 
in the same order. Since their cur-
rent non-conference series began 
SHS is 3-0 against Portsmouth 
Notre Dame, and 1-2 against 
Frontier. The Tornadoes will visit 
the Titans to open the season and 
then host the Cougars in Week 2.

In league play, Southern will 
host Wahama, Belpre, Waterford 
and Eastern, while visiting Miller, 
Federal Hocking, Trimble and 
South Gallia.

Alex Hawley can be reached at 740-446-
2342, ext. 2100.

From page 7

Tornadoes 2017 SHS FOOTBALL ROSTER
# Name Gr Ht Wt POS
3 Chase Bailey Fr 5-8 128 E-DB
4 Weston Thorla* Jr 6-3 155 E-DB
7 Dylan Smith* Sr 5-10 160 RB-QB-DB
8 Riley Roush* Sr 5-10 175 RB-LB
11 Logan Drummer* Jr 5-10 135 QB-DB
14 Brody Dutton* Jr 5-10 130 E-DB
15/73 Andrew Evans* Sr 5-10 180 RB-LB
16 Gage Shuler So 5-9 145 RB-DB
21 Austin Baker* Jr 6-1 155 E-DE
24 Garrett Wolfe* Sr 6-2 165 E-DB
25 Reece Reuter* Jr 5-8 150 RB-LB
44 Gage Barrett* So 5-10 150 RB-LB
50 Alex VanMeter* Jr 6-0 190 OL-LB
52 Jordan Whitesell Fr 5-7 155 OL-LB
55 Ryan Mills* Jr 5-10 175 OL-DL
56 Brad Roush Fr 6-2 195 OL-DL
57 Matthios Stansberry* So 5-8 190 OL-DL
60 Sean Myers* Jr 5-8 170 OL-LB
62 Connor Thomas* Sr 5-10 160 OL-DL
64 Ryan McCabe* Sr 6-1 160 OL-DL
65 Jayden Johnson Fr 5-9 210 OL-DL
66 Arrow Drummer Fr 6-2 230 OL-DL
67 Auston Colburn* Jr 5-10 150 OL-LB
70 Dalton Layne Jr 6-0 230 OL-DL
74 Skyler Richards Fr 6-0 195 OL-DL
77 Austin Arnold* Jr 6-2 215 OL-DL
88 Mark Eblin* So 6-3 195 E-DE
Head Coach
Mike Chancey (2nd season)
* — Indicates varsity returnee.

From page 44

Mighty

third consecutive year, 
Dunn — who was fifth 
in the league — made it 
to the Region 11 tourna-
ment, where he finished 
38th with a time of 
17:47. Although Dunn’s 
time was three seconds 
faster than his sopho-
more regional time, he 
finished 37th in 2015.

“Conner and Larry are 
very talented runners,” 
Manuel said. “I hope to 
get them to regionals 
and then maybe to state, 
that’s the plan. Conner is 
a great leader, especially 
for all the junior high 
kids. He’s really taken up 
the reins and helped get 
them started.”

This season, South-
ern’s schedule inculdes 
the course on which it 

will run the district tour-
nament, as the Purple 
and Gold are headed to 
Rio Grande on Septem-
ber 23.

“We switched our 
schedule up a little bit,” 
Manuel said. “We’re 
going to go to the Rio 
Grande meet to try to 
be more competitive in 
tournaments. Of course 
we always look forward 
to going to the Meigs 
course, it’s a challenging 
course and we always 
have fun there.”

Southern will compete 
in the TVC champion-
ships on October 14, at 
Wellston High School 
and the Tornadoes hope 
to continue their post-
season to the state cham-
pionships, on November 
4, at the National Trail 
Raceway, in Hebron.

Alex Hawley can be reached at 
740-446-2342, ext. 2100.

2017 PPHS GIRLS SOCCER SCHEDULE
Date Opponent Time
Aug. 18 at South Harrison 6 p.m.
Aug. 19 vs St. Albans 1 p.m.
Aug. 24 vs Hurricane 7 p.m.
Aug. 26 vs Poca 11 a.m.
Aug. 29 at Lincoln County 6 p.m.
Sept. 2 vs South Harrison noon
Sept. 5 at Nitro 6 p.m.
Sept. 7 at Williamstown 6 p.m.
Sept. 9 vs Shady Spring 1 p.m.
Sept. 13 vs Cabell Midland 7 p.m.
Sept. 14 at Huntington St. Joseph 5:30
Sept. 16 vs Ripley 10 a.m.
Sept. 18 at Shady Spring 7 p.m.
Sept. 23 vs Warren 11 a.m.
Sept. 30 vs Grafton 2 p.m.
Oct. 3 vs Williamstown 7 p.m.
Oct. 9 vs Lincoln County 7 p.m.
Oct. 14 vs Spring Valley 11 a.m.
Oct. 26 TBA TBA
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has grown up in the system,” said 
Sparling.

Despite Dovenbarger and Cray-
craft graduating, Brown has return-
ing and speedy targets in Dustin 
Barber, Jarret McCarley, Layne 
Fitch, Brandon Call, Jordan Burns 
and Cole Young.

A key loss is the transfer of 
running back Jacob Campbell to 
archrival Gallia Academy, who was 
a first-team all-district selection as a 
linebacker.

Barber and Brown lead an expe-
rienced secondary, as Barber made 
six interceptions last season.

“We have some guys on the perim-
eter that we are excited about. They 
have progressed in the system, and 
we’ve always been able to hang our 
hat on some skilled guys that can do 
some special things,” said Sparling. 
“We have a comfort level with our 
skilled guys, that’s for sure.”

Colton Gilmore will handle the 
punting and kicking duties.

Sparling said it is important to 
know what proper buttons to press 
with these youthful Raiders.

“With young players, you do have 
to be careful with the experiences 
you expose them to. We had to go 
back to a little of the basics as far 

as teaching, but we’re also progress-
ing as a program. We’re saying this 
is who we are, this is what we do, 
these are the experiences that we’ve 
had, we know how to handle this,” 
he said. “We have guys with ability 
and can do some good things on 
the football field. It’s just teaching 
them, letting them grow and then 
giving them the opportunity to suc-
ceed.”

The Raiders will once again face a 
difficult Tri-Valley Conference Ohio 
Division schedule, spearheaded by 
defending champion Nelsonville-
York, runner-up Athens, improving 
Vinton County and longtime nem-
esis Meigs.

“Until we make our mark and win 
the conference, we’re still chasing 
everybody,” said Sparling. “We just 
need to shut up and play.”

That’s just what the Raiders will 
do — as Sparling said he is excited 
about the development process of 
this team.

“The kids that have grown up 
and developed in this program 
and have stayed in this program, I 
wouldn’t trade them for anything in 
the world. They are my guys and I 
love them,”he said. “We’ve grown 
together, we care about each other 
and we care about the people in this 
locker-room and in this community.”

Paul Boggs can be reached at 740-446-2342, ext. 
2106

2017 RVHS FOOTBALL ROSTER
# Name Grade POS
1 Jordan Burns* So. QB-DB
2 Layne Fitch* Jr. WR-DB
5 Jared Reese* So. WR-DB
7 Jarret McCarley* Sr. WR-DB
9 Cole Shadle Fr. WR-DB
10 Dustin Barber* Sr. WR-DB
11 Brandon Call* So. WR-LB
12 Patrick Brown* Sr. QB-DB
15 Seth Bowman Fr. RB-LB
16 Andrew Eleam* Sr. K
21 Josh Farmer So. WR-DB
22 Alonzo Penick Jr. WR-DB
24 Cole Young* So. RB-LB
25 Colton Gilmore* So. TE-LB
27 Dylan Lemley* Jr. TE-LB
32 Cameron Hess* So. OL-DL
44 Gabe Stapleton* Sr. RB-LB
51 Alex Stapleton* So. OL-DL
53 Derek Reese* So. OL-DL
55 Johnathan Leach Fr. OL-DL
56 Brandon Hamilton Fr. OL-DL
57 Zach Long* Sr. OL-DL
58 Kaleb DeWitt Fr. OL-DL
62 Jacob McGhee* So. OL-DL
65 Wyatt Coon Fr. OL-DL
66 Darian Peck* So. OL-DL
67 Derek Johnson Jr. OL-ILB
71 Ben Arrowood* Sr. OL-DL
72 Cole Thaxton* So. OL-DL
74 Ryan Weber Fr. OL-DL
75 Ty Van Sickle* Jr. OL-DL
76 Lucas Fitch Sr. OL-DL
78 Dakota Doss Jr. OL-DL
82 Ethan Gilbert Fr. WR-DB
84 Jay Combs Sr. WR-DB
89 Gavin Shadle So. TE-DL
Head Coach
Jerrod Sparling (7th season)
* — Indicates varsity returnee

From page 8

Raiders

“We have a number of 
freshman out this year and 
all of them are good athletes. 
I think mixing that in with 
the experienced players that 
we have should allow us to 
have some success,” Thomas 
said. “I think we are really 
going to surprise some teams 
this year because we have a 
good group of girls with good 
attitudes, girls that love the 
game and want to do well. 
We optimistic about what 
this season can be.”

Thomas — who was offi-
cially named head coach last 

year a week after practices 
started throughout the state 
— definitely feels better 
about where this group is 
compared to last fall.

“I can definitely say that 
this group is farther along 
after one week of practice 
than we were a year ago,” 
Thomas said. “The girls have 
been working really hard 
because they don’t want to 
go through another winless 
season, they want to win 
some matches.”

Returning from last year 
are seniors Kassidee Bush, 
Cassidy Duffer, Jessica Dal-
ton and Hailey White, as well 
as juniors Pammie Ochs and 
Josie McCoy.

That group will be respon-
sible not only for the leader-
ship on this team, but they 
also need to help the fresh-
men as they adjust to the dif-

ferences in the varsity game.
The newcomers to the 

program are freshmen Halie 
Johnson, Bailey Hudnall, 
Morgan Porter, McKenzie 

2017 HHS VOLLEYBALL SCHEDULE
Date Opponent Time
Aug. 30 vs Wahama 6 p.m.
Sept. 5 vs Ohio Valley Christian 6 p.m.
Sept. 7 Covenant Chirtsian at HSJ 6 p.m.
Sept. 7 at Huntington St. Joseph TBA
Sept. 11 at Tolsia 6 p.m.
Sept. 19 vs Bu�alo 6 p.m.
Sept. 21 vs Point Pleasant 6 p.m.
Sept. 25 at Covenant Christian 5:30
Sept. 29 at Ohio Valley Christian 6 p.m.
Oct. 10 vs Tolsia 6 p.m.
Oct. 17 vs Covenant Christian 5:30
Oct. 18 at Wahama 6 p.m.
Oct. 24 at Point Pleasant 6 p.m.
Oct. 26 at Bu�alo 6 p.m.

From page 23

Lady Cats
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ning record this year. The guys 
had a taste of success last year 
and feel that we can improve on 
what we did last year. If we can 
improve on what we did last 
season, then this year will be a 
success.”

Scott acknowledged that he 
will look to his dozen seniors 
— Tyler Cochran, Mike Lowe, 
Logan Nibert, Alex Leuimeux, 
Chris Wiley, Charles Wal-
lace, Chris Connor, Nathan 
McQueen, James Edmonds, 
Riley Griffith, Mike See and 
David Scott — to help set the 
overall tone.

He also noted that several 
underclassmen have played key 
parts in helping to build this 
program back up over the past 
few seasons.

Between that experience, and 
some promising newcomers to 
the roster, Scott really feels that 
all of the collective hard work is 
starting to show signs of paying 
off.

“We have some veterans in 
this program and these guys 
have learned what it takes to 
win, so now they are really hun-
gry for even more of that taste,” 
Scott said. “The returnees 
know that they have to lead by 
example and that it’s going to 
take everyone working together 
to make this season a success, 
but they have done a nice job 
early on in stepping up and 
showing the younger guys how 
we do things to be successful. 

It really feels like some things 
are already coming together for 
us.”

Hannan was shut out in three 
of the 10 games it participated 
in last fall, all of which came 
in the first seven weeks of the 
regular season.

The Wildcats scored in each 
of their final three games and 
put up at least 20 points in two 
of those contests, which showed 
some real signs of growth.

If the Blue and White are 
going to put together a more 
productive gridiron campaign 
in 2017, then Scott believes the 
biggest task awaiting his troops 
is being just competitive from 
start to finish.

“If we can execute what we 
do on a consistent basis, the 
results will follow. That is the 
next step for us, however, is 
proving that we can be consis-
tent on a regular basis,” Scott 
said. “You know, we have good 
numbers for depth and interest 
is peaking, so we do feel that 
we have things headed in the 
right direction. This can be a 
really big breakthrough season 
for this program if we can do 
the things that have helped get 
us to this point.

“We’re really excited to get 
this season started and see 
what we can get accomplished.”

Hannan plays four of its first 
seven games at home, including 
the season opener with Mont-
calm. The Cats will also finish 
the 2017 campaign at home 
against Cameron.

Bryan Walters can be reached at 740-446-
2342, ext. 2101.

From page 9

Wildcats

2017 HHS FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
Date Opponent Time
Aug. 25 vs Montcalm 7:30
Sept. 1 at Green 7:30
Sept. 8 vs Manchester 7:30
Sept. 15 at Hundred 7:30
Sept. 29 vs Jenkins (KY) 7:30
Oct. 6 at Beallsville 7:30
Oct. 13 vs Paden City 7:30
Oct. 20 at Gilmer County 7:30
Oct. 27 at Phelps (KY) 7:30
Nov. 3 vs Cameron 7:30

2017 HHS FOOTBALL ROSTER
# Name Gr Ht Wt POS
1 Matthew Qualls* Jr 6-0 147 QB-DB
2 Dylan Starkey Fr 5-9 170 RB-LB
3 Christian Holland Jr 5-7 165 RB-LB
7 Kevin Morehart Jr 5-9 160 RB-DB
8 Tyler Cochran* Sr 5-10 150 WR-DB
9 Chris Exline So 5-5 120 LB-DB
11 Andrew Gillispie Jr 5-10 125 WR-DB
12 Dustin Kelley Fr 5-8 130 WR-DB
13 Dominic Burris* Jr 5-10 135 WR-DB
14 Mike Lowe* Sr 5-11 185 RB-LB
15 Logan Nibert* Sr 6-3 210 QB-DB
19 Alex Leumieux Sr 6-6 180 WR-DL
21 Chris Wiley Sr 5-9 125 WR-DB
22 Jordan Fitzwater* So 6-2 160 RB-LB
27 Cordell Hill Jr 5-11 145 WR-DB
34 Stephen Berry* Jr 5-6 180 RB-LB
35 Charles Wallace* Sr 6-1 155 TE-LB
44 Dakota Powell* So 5-6 178 Util-LB
50 Skylar Nance Fr 5-8 250 OL-DL
55 Chris Connor Sr 5-9 247 OL-DL
58 Zach Plants* So 5-8 240 OL-DL
62 Nathan McQueen* Sr 6-0 200 OL-LB
66 Richard Parsons* So 5-7 307 OL-DL
70 Tyler Bonecutter Fr 5-10 300 OL-DL
71 James Edmonds* Sr 6-2 198 OL-DL
72 Riley Gri¥th* Sr 6-0 210 OL-DL
74 David Scott Sr 6-2 170 OL-DL
75 Kyle Fielder So 5-8 154 OL-DL
76 Mike See Sr 6-2 282 OL-DL
77 Hunter Caroll Jr 6-1 280 OL-DL
79 Liam Forshee So 5-8 230 OL-DL
84 Chandler Starkey* So 6-4 180 K
Head Coach
Brian Scott (3rd season)
* — Indicates varsity returnee.

McQueen, Tonika Coleman and Brianna 
Fraley.

At least in having a dozen players — 
and Thomas did note that the roster 
may grow between now and the start 
of the regular season — the Lady Cats 
have enough depth to get through a 
regular season.

The goal, however, isn’t just to sur-
vive the regular season — but to actu-
ally do something productive with it.

“Last year was honestly a mess 

because of the late start and all the 
injuries that really tied our hands with 
limited depth. Everything that could’ve 
gone wrong, did go wrong,” Thomas 
said. “This year, we have a dozen play-
ers that can contribute at any time, so 
the numbers and the competition for 
playing time should play big roles in 
what we get done this year.

“We have a lot of work to put in this 
season, but we do feel that we have 
enough pieces to be competitive. The 

biggest thing for us will be getting the 
girls to play a collective match every 
night.”

Hannan has only 14 matches sched-
uled for the 2017 season, with the first 
two slated to come at home. The Lady 
Cats — who are still searching for more 
games — also wrap up the year with 
three straight road matches.

Bryan Walters can be reached at 740-446-2342, ext. 
2101.
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while putting all kinds of 
pressure on them for us to 
be successful,” Barr said. 
“At least the depth that we 
do have is spread all around 
the field, which should help 
in the transition for those 
newer guys coming in. That 
will actually be a big help 
for us moving forward this 
season.”

The White Falcons — who 
once again have non-confer-
ence games against Raven-
swood and Buffalo — begin 
the season with two straight 
home contests and also play 
four of their first six games 
at Bachtel Stadium.

Half of those first six 
games, however, come 
against teams that qualified 
for the playoffs just one year 
ago, so there will be noth-
ing easy about the Red and 
White’s hopeful return to 
postseason contention.

But, as Barr notes, these 
White Falcons are focused 
on getting back over the 
.500 mark — because last 
year left a bit of a sour taste 

with them.
And collectively, nobody 

wants to go through last fall 
again.

“These guys have worked 
hard in the offseason and 
they really don’t want to 
go through another season 
like last year, so they know 
that they have 10 really big 
games to be ready for this 
season — starting with 
Ravenswood in the season 
opener,” Barr said. “They’re 
hungry and they are pre-
pared to work harder than 
they did last year because 
they want this year to be a 
little more traditional than 
what last year was.

“We have the talent to 
make that happen, but it will 
come down to how much 
effort and desire they are 
willing to put in to make 
that a reality.”

WHS opens the season 
with Ravenswood and 
Waterford at home, then 
travels to Southern and Bel-
pre before returning home 
for clashes with Federal 
Hocking and Trimble.

Wahama then makes back-
to-back road trips to Eastern 
and South Gallia before 

finishing the home schedule 
with Miller. The White Fal-
cons end the regular season 
with their annual battle with 

Buffalo in Putnam County.

Bryan Walters can be reached at 740-
446-2342, ext. 2101.

2017 WHS FOOTBALL ROSTER
# Name Gr Ht Wt POS
1 Nick Brewer So 5-10 220 E-DL
2 Coltyn Hendrick* Sr 5-8 143 B-DB
3 Bryton Grate* Sr 5-10 165 B-DB
4 Brady Bumgarner* Jr 5-11 169 B-DB
5 Gavin Stiltner Fr 6-0 150 E-DB
6 Hunter Board So 5-10 162 E-DB
9 Ronin Madill* Jr 5-7 166 B-LB
11 Brayden Davenport* So 5-5 110 B-LB
15 Johnnie Board* Sr 5-8 152 B-LB
16 Antonio Serevicz* Jr 6-0 200 B-LB
17 Jacob Saxon Fr 5-7 155 OL-LB
19 Garrett Snou�er* Sr 5-6 140 B-DL
21 Kody Hollis* So 5-5 101 E-DB
24 Jacob Warth Jr 6-1 190 E-LB
28 Colton Arrington* Sr 5-9 136 B-LB
31 Owen Richardson Fr 5-5 143 B-DB
34 Christian Thomas* Sr 6-0 171 E-LB
42 Brennan Grate Fr 5-5 143 B-LB
50 Isaiah Reitmire* So 5-5 185 OL-DL
51 Austin Brooks Fr 5-2 119 OL-LB
57 Gabe Roush So 5-5 154 OL-LB
58 Carson Eades* Sr 5-9 184 OL-LB
59 Shawn Taylor Jr 5-9 160 OL-LB
61 Braden Weaver* Jr 5-9 281 OL-DL
62 Braden Shell Fr 5-7 212 OL-LB
64 Jacob Fisher* Jr 6-2 171 OL-LB
67 Christopher Hesson* Sr 6-0 262 OL-DL
72 Kyle Marr* Jr 6-2 230 OL-DL
79 Zach Gangwer Fr 6-3 283 OL-DL
Head Coach
Dave Barr (5th season)
* — Indicates varsity returnee.

From page 10

Wahama

Last fall, Meigs finished with a 
11-12 overall record, including 5-7 
in the Tri-Valley Conference Ohio 
Division, where the Lady Marauders 
finished fifth out of seven teams. In 
league play, Meigs swept both River 
Valley and Vinton County, while split-
ting with Nelsonville-York, and being 
swept by to Wellston, Alexander and 
Athens.

Athens also knocked Meigs from 
the 2016 postseason, as the third-
seeded Lady Bulldogs claimed a 
Division II sectional semifinal victory 
over sixth-seeded MHS, in straight 
games.

In non-league play last year, the 
Lady Marauders claimed two vic-

tories over Federal Hocking and a 
win apiece over Belpre, Jackson and 
Logan. Southern and Eastern both 
earned two wins over Meigs, while 
Warren handed MHS one loss in non-
conference play.

This season, Meigs’ non-conference 
slate includes Southern, Eastern, 
Marietta, Belpre, Federal Hocking, 
Logan, Gallia Academy and Warren.

After two seasons in Division II 
the Lady Marauders will be dropping 
back to Division III this season.

“We’re looking forward to that,” 
King said of move to Division III. 
“We’d like to see some numbers on 
our wall this year.”

Meigs last competed in the Divi-
sion III Tournament in 2014, advanc-
ing to the district final.

Alex Hawley can be reached at 740-446-2342, 
ext. 2100.

2017 MHS VOLLEYBALL SCHEDULE
Date Opponent Time
Aug. 22 vs. Southern 7 pm
Aug. 24 at Eastern 7 pm
Aug. 28 at Belpre 7 pm
Aug. 29 at Alexander 7 pm
Aug. 30 at Federal Hocking 7 pm
Sept. 5 vs. Vinton County 7 pm
Sept. 6 vs. Logan 7 pm
Sept. 7 vs. Wellston 7 pm
Sept. 9 vs. Southern, Marietta 1 pm
Sept. 12 at River Valley 7 pm
Sept. 14 at Nelsonville-York 7 pm
Sept. 18 vs. Gallia Academy 7 pm
Sept. 19 vs. Athens 7 pm
Sept. 21 vs. Alexander 7 pm
Sept. 25 vs. Warren 7 pm
Sept. 28 at Vinton County 7 pm
Oct. 2 vs. Eastern 7 pm
Oct. 3 at Wellston 7 pm
Oct. 5 vs. River Valley 7 pm
Oct. 10 vs. Nelsonville-York 7 pm
Oct. 12 at Athens 7 pm

From page 24

Lady Marauders
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Smith said these Rebels will once again be run-oriented, 
but will show some shotgun and spread — along with 
being under center.

He added that his players are adjusting ahead of sched-
ule, since Smith wasn’t even hired until right before Memo-
rial Day.

“We are actually a little bit ahead of where I thought we 
would be, considering the late start we got and the fact 
that everything is new,” said Smith. “New schemes, new 
system, new coaching staff, everything is new to these 
kids. But they have responded really well and picked up on 
a lot of things quickly.”

Jeffery Sheets takes over for his brother at the fullback 
spot, as A.J. Woodall will see some carries as well.

Kyle Northup is the quarterback, as senior Colton Bow-
ers and junior Tyler Dennison —both all-district Honor-
able Mention picks a year ago — anchor a large and expe-
rienced offensive line.

Austin Day, a sophomore, is another returning starter up 
front.

“Our offensive line is going to be one of our strengths,” 
said Smith. “Offensively, we’re still slow in some areas, and 
getting our transition time from the back to the quarter-
back is still not where we want it. But we’re getting bet-
ter.”

The split ends are senior Tyler Bryan and Jacob Birtcher, 
as the only other senior on the squad is Chayce Pearson.

Defensively, Chad Bostic and Justin Butler join Woodall 
and Sheets as linebackers, while Northup, Birtcher, Gavin 
Bevan and Tony Long likely make up the secondary.

Smith said the Rebels will play either a 4-3 or 3-4 front 
— depending upon the opponent.

However, at this point, he did say that “the d-line play 
and linebacker play has to improve, and our secondary has 
work to do.”

The Rebels will need to get better on that side rather 
quickly, given they face five teams that finished in the top 
nine of Region 27 a year ago.

Four of those —Waterford, Trimble, Southern and Miller 
— are fellow members of the Tri-Valley Conference Hock-
ing Division.

“We have a tough schedule and from what I understand, 
it’s a pretty tough league,” said Smith.

But Smith said, barring injuries, he expects this young 
club to improve as the campaign rolls along.

“I think this team is going to get better the entire year. 
By the end of the season, if we can somehow stay healthy 
and win six or seven games, that would be really good as 
young as we are. Staying healthy is going to be huge for us 
because we are very limited numbers-wise,” he said. “Not 
knowing the league, it’s very hard to make any predictions 
of what is going to happen over the next nine or 10 weeks. 
But from what I’ve seen so far, I believe our kids can hold 
their own. I think our kids will be very competitive, and 
the expectation to win seven or eight games is there.”

Paul Boggs can be reached at 740-446-2342, ext. 2106

From page 11

Young Rebels 2017 SGHS FOOTBALL ROSTER
# Name Grade Ht. Wt.
1 Kyle Northup* So. 5-10 143
5 Tristian Janey Jr. 6-3 165
10 Jaxin Mabe Fr. 5-11 124
12 Jacob Birtcher* So. 5-6 136
16 Timothy Murphy Fr. 5-3 100
17 Gavin Bevan* Jr. 6-0 175
19 Chase Kemper* Jr. 5-11 166
20 Tyler Bryan* Sr. 5-10 144
21 Chris Peck So. 5-8 140
22 Justin Butler* So. 6-0 160
24 Tony Long So. 5-5 165
29 Wade Hicks Fr. 6-2 155
32 Chayce Pearson* Sr. 5-9 212
34 Bryceton Folden* Jr. 5-9 130
40 Je�ery Sheets* So. 6-0 251
46 A.J. Woodall* Jr. 5-6 226
50 Chad Bostic* Jr. 5-11 171
53 Jamey Harrison So. 5-9 223
59 Jeremiah Miller Fr. 5-2 128
66 Austin Day* So. 6-5 277
71 Tanner Dennison* Jr. 6-4 318
73 Caleb Neal* So. 5-8 270
75 Wyatt Rapp* Jr. 5-9 274
77 Colton Bowers* Sr. 6-2 266
78 Jacob Neal* So. 5-9 297
87 Sam Cudd* Jr. 5-11 141
Head Coach
Mike Smith (1st season)
* — Indicates varsity returnee

2017 SOUTH GALLIA SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent Time
Aug. 25 vs Sciotoville East 7:30
Sept. 1 vs Federal Hocking TBA
Sept. 8 at Trimble 7:30
Sept. 15 vs Manchester 7:30
Sept. 22 vs Eastern 7:30
Sept. 29 at Belpre 7:30
Oct. 6 at Waterford 7:30
Oct. 13 vs Wahama 7:30
Oct. 20 vs Southern 7:30
Oct. 27 at Miller 7:30
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The 2016 Eagles lost their first two games of the 
year, 51-27 at River Valley and then 20-14 against vis-
iting Miller. The Green, White and Gold then reeled 
off three straight wins, 40-0 against non-conference 
guest Green, 37-0 at Federal Hocking and then 40-15 
over South Gallia at East Shade River Stadium.

Following a 46-7 setback at league champion 
Waterford, Eastern earned its final win of the year at 
Wahama, by a 34-20 score. EHS ended its 2016 cam-
paign on a three game skid, falling 34-0 to visiting 
Trimble, 25-20 at Belpre and finally 41-27 to visiting 
Southern.

Eastern is looking for their first winning season 
since 2012. In school history, EHS has won 11 league 
titles, including two in the TVC Hocking (1995 and 
2000). The Eagles have been to the postseason twice 
before, going back-to-back seasons in 2000 and 2001.

Alex Hawley can be reached at 740-446-2342, ext. 2100.

From page 12

Eastern 2017 EHS FOOTBALL ROSTER
# Name Gr Ht Wt POS
2 Matt Blanchard Fr 5-11 140 QB-DB
3 Steven Fitzgerald Fr 5-9 180 RB-LB
5 Bruce Hawley Fr 5-4 110 WR-DB
6 Blake Newland Fr 5-4 140 RB-DB
9 Josh Brewer* Sr 5-6 160 RB-LB
10 Conner Ridenour Fr 5-10 130 QB-DB
11 Preston Thorla Fr 5-10 130 WR-DB
12 Blaise Facemyer* Jr 5-9 190 RB-LB
14 Dylan Creath* Jr 5-5 115 WR-DB
15 Noah Browning* Jr 6-1 165 WR-DB
16 Nate Durst* Jr 6-0 170 QB-DB
18 Sharp Facemyer* Jr 5-6 130 WR-DB
20 Mason Dishong So 6-0 180 TE-LB
22 Wyatt Carter* Sr 5-10 180 TE-LB
24 Mollie Maxon* Jr 5-6 170 K
26 Daniel Harris* So 5-5 150 WR-LB
30 Brayden Holter* Sr 6-0 165 TE-LB
31 Michael Leston* So 5-10 165 OL-LB
50 Will Oldaker Fr 6-1 210 OL-DL
53 Jake Barber Fr 5-9 170 OL-DL
54 Wyatt Bissell* Sr 6-5 170 OL-DL
56 Nick Little* So 5-8 275 OL-DL
58 Trenton Delacruz* Sr 5-11 225 OL-DL
66 Colten Rayburn* Jr 5-9 240 OL-DL
71 Nick Edwards* Jr 5-6 260 OL-DL
72 Nathan Litch�eld* So 5-10 250 OL-DL
75 Dustan McBenge Jr 6-0 350 OL-DL
78 Brandon Colburn* Sr 6-3 330 OL-DL
82 Brad Hawk Fr 5-9 135 WR-DB
87 Dillon Aeiker* Jr 5-9 140 WR-DB
Head Coach
Pat Newland (4th season)
* — Indicates varsity returnee.

2017 EHS FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
Date Opponent Time
Aug. 25 vs River Valley 7:30
Sept. 1 at Miller 7:30
Sept. 8 at Green 7:30
Sept. 15 vs Federal Hocking 7:30
Sept. 22 at South Gallia 7:30
Sept. 29 vs Waterford 7:30
Oct. 6 vs Wahama 7:30
Oct. 13 at Trimble 7:30
Oct. 20 vs Belpre 7:30
Oct. 28 at Southern 7 pm

Back from a year ago are seniors Faith 
Cook, Ashley Smith, Grace Lee and Cait-
lin Peal, juniors Lexi Watkins-Lovejoy 
and Teagan Hay, and sophomores Ashley 
Staats, Monica Cook, Lacie Mullins, 
Penelope Haught and Morgan Miller.

Senior Alex Warden, as well as juniors 
Bailey Thomas and Peyton Campbell, are 
also returning to the program after a one-

year absence.
New to the varsity program are fresh-

men Katey Woomer and Kira Henderson.
Even with the team’s vast experience, 

Errett is quick to point out that on the 
overall picture — his troops are still a 
little on the young side.

He also mentioned that in order for the 
2017 campaign to be a success, everyone 
is going to have to grow up a little faster 
to keep up with the competition.

“Even with all of our experience, we are 
still a relatively young team that will be 
facing older squads this season. The key 

for us is to remember how we overcame 
that last year by playing smarter and play-
ing together,” Errett said. “If we can stay 
focused and not get frustrated by mis-
takes, then we can take some real steps 
forward. It really comes down to the girls 
and how they handle things on the field.”

The Lady Knights will also benefit a 
bit from a learning curve as four of their 
first six matches will be played at home at 
Ohio Valley Bank Track and Field.

Bryan Walters can be reached at 740-446-2342, ext. 
2101.

2017 PPHS GIRLS SOCCER 
ROSTER
No. Name Grade
1 Monica Cook* So
2 Ashley Staats* So
3 Lacie Mullins* So
4 Kira Henderson Fr
5 Alex Warden Sr
6 Morgan Miller* So
8 Lexi Watkins-Lovejoy* Jr
9 Teagan Hay* Jr
13 Caitlin Peal* Sr
14 Faith Cook* Sr
15 Penelope Haught* So
18 Katey Woomer Fr
20 Peyton Campbell Jr
22 Bailey Thomas Jr
23 Ashley Smith* Sr
24 Grace Lee* Sr
Head Coach Chris Errett (5th season)
* —Indicates varsity returnee.

From page 25

Lady Knights
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2017 SGHS GOLF 
SCHEDULE
Date Location Time
Aug. 7 Meigs County GC 1 pm
Aug. 15 Lakeside GC 1 pm
Aug. 16 Forrest Hills GC 1 pm
Aug. 17 Cli�side CG 1 pm
Aug. 22 Riverside GC 4:30
Aug. 24 Oxbow CG 4:30
Aug. 29 Cli�side GC 4:30
Aug. 31 Cli�side CG 4:30
Sept. 5 Riverside CG 4:30
Sept. 12 Oxbow CG 4:30
Sept.13 Ohio University GC 4:30

(SGHS assistant coach Jason) Stout has 
done wonders with them. They are new, 
but they are willing to learn. I think if 
this seven stick with us, we will have a 
fantastic squad here in a couple of years. 
Right now, they are gaining experience of 
even playing golf, playing in matches and 
getting to know the rules and things like 
that.”

The coaches said the gameplan for this 
season is simple.

“Our goal for this team is to grow and 
gain experience, but also become com-
petitive,” said Fowler. “As we mature this 
season, we want them to be even more 
competitive.”

Paul Boggs can be reached at 740-446-2342, ext. 2106

From page 35

South Gallia

2017 SGHS GOLF ROSTER
Name Grade
Curtis Haner Sr.*
Noah Spurlock Fr.
Layne Ours Fr.
Madisyn Spurlock Fr.
Chloey Campbell Fr.
Dustin Bainter Fr.
Caleb Condee Fr.
Gabby Spurlock Fr.
Head Coach
Je� Fowler (7th season)
* — Indicates varsity returnee

By Bryan Walters
bwalters@aimmediamidwest.com

POINT PLEASANT, W.Va. — 
Time to take that next step.

The Point Pleasant boys soccer 
team made improvements by leaps 
and bounds last year after finishing 
9-12-1 while also claiming the pro-
gram’s first postseason win in five 
years.

It was somewhat of a trium-
phant return for PPHS coach Chip 
Wood, who led the Black Knights 
to regionals in 2011 before leaving 
the program at the end of the 2012 
campaign.

Now, headed into his second sea-
son, Wood is optimistic about what 
the 2017 season can be — especially 
in having seven seniors and 13 var-
sity returnees on a roster that goes 
16 strong.

After all, mostly everybody has 
done this before.

“There’s not as much of a learning 
curve for all of us this year, which 
is already proving to be a positive,” 
Wood said. “Most everyone here 
knows what expectations are and 
now it’s more about our approach 
within the flow of the game. We’ve 
had to make a few changes to our 
style of play and we’ve been able to 
spend more time on details.

“With our experience, I’m expect-
ing more wins than losses this year 
and I’d really like to see this program 
pick up some kind of signature victo-
ry. It’s the next big step for where we 
want this program to get back to.”

All seven seniors and six sopho-
mores are returning from a year ago 
and most will be coming back to 
their regular positions, though some 
are making switches to new spots 
due to the system being used this 
fall.

Back are seniors Austin Nott, Alex 
Carlisle, Jacob Hussell, Justin Sta-
ats, Jacob Bryant, Cole Walker and 
Chase Walker, as well as sophomores 
Kaydean Eta, Garrett Hatten, Cohen 
Yates, Zach Rediger, Peyton Hughes 
and Isaiah Snyder.

The newcomers to the program 

— though there aren’t many — are 
freshmen Conner Fields, Braxton 
Watkins-Lovejoy and Adam Veroski.

Wood acknowledges that he will 
look to his seniors for leadership, but 
he also feels that a lot of members 
of this team aren’t afraid of taking 
responsibilities on their shoulders.

“I really need these upperclassmen 
to help set the example for these 
younger guys, but I also have some 
leaders in that younger group too,” 
Wood said. “A lot of these guys have 
taken it upon themselves to get bet-
ter in the offseason by developing 
their skills, so really we have a lot of 
motivated players that are ready for 
the upcoming season.”

The Black Knights are learning 
some new tactics that may not look 
like clockwork at the beginning of 
the year, but the Red and Black are 
hoping to shore up some of their 
weaknesses by relying on their big-
gest asset — mainly a tough-minded 
defensive approach.

By season’s end, however, Wood 
believes that the transition will prove 
to be beneficial.

“We realize that we may have a 
few moments early on, but I’m really 
hoping that we can find ourselves 
early and progress as the postseason 
approaches,” Wood said. “The big-
gest strength that we’ll have working 
for us is that we are a pretty strong 
defensive group. We have some real 
leaders on the defensive side of the 
ball and we also feel that our organi-
zation is a strength.

“We need to get a little more cre-
ative and maintain possession a little 
longer in the offensive third, but I 
have seen some things early on that 
make me feel that we can be better 
in that element this year. More than 
anything, we really need to improve 
on the offensive end of the field.”

The Black Knights open the sea-
son with two straight home matches 
against Ravenswood and Teays 
Valley Christian and will finish the 
regular season with six of their final 
eight contests at OVB Field.

Bryan Walters can be reached at 740-446-2342, 
ext. 2101.

Black Knights aiming 
for more success
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By Bryan Walters
bwalters@aimmediamidwest.com

POINT PLEASANT, W.Va. — It’s 
not the size of the dog in the fight, but 
rather the size of the fight in the dog.

The Point Pleasant golf program has 
seen its numbers go from 11 players last 
fall to just five this season, mainly due 
to the graduation of five seniors and 
two others moving away to other school 
districts.

As the Black Knights enter the 2017 
campaign, however, they will have 
four players returning to their current 
five-person roster — including the 
program’s most recent state qualifier in 
senior Bryce Tayengco.

Tayengco — who earned his first-ever 
trip to the state tournament last fall — 
will also be the lone senior on a squad 
that features two juniors, a sophomore 
and a freshman.

With limited numbers and an assort-
ment of matches waiting for this 
somewhat-experienced group, third-year 
PPHS coach Stacey Walton noted that 
she plans on leaning on her upperclass-
men to lead the way … and for the other 
returnees to step up their efforts.

“Honestly, I’m going to rely a lot on 

Bryce as our only senior. He’s a super 
kid with a lot of talent and he has a lot 
to offer … especially to the younger 
members of this team,” Walton said. 
“He’s going to be our leader, rather it be 
with strategy or with words of wisdom 
because of his experience. He’s been 
to a state tournament last year and I 
just feel that he can be a real difference-
maker for our program.

“At the same time, we have some 
experienced golfers coming back and 
some of them know what it takes to 
compete at the varsity level. We have 
half as many golfers than we did a year 
ago due to graduation, so this year is 
really all about just trying to build the 
program back up for the future.”

Besides Bryce, the other varsity play-
ers coming back for 2017 are juniors 
Colton Fridley and Haley Pierson, as 
well as junior Dylan Tayengco.

Both Fridley and Pierson will be 
entering their third year with the var-
sity program, while Dylan is back for his 
second varsity campaign.

A late addition to the varsity squad, 
the lone newcomer to the program is 
freshman J.D. Leach. Leach joining 
the team is key not only for tiebreaker 
purposes, but also provides depth to the 

roster as the season rolls along.
Goals for the season are somewhat 

fluxuated, given that some members of 
this team have a possibility of reaching 
the state tournament.

Then again, all Walton is hoping for 
— in the end — is that each player is 
better later than he or she is currently.

If they can do that collectively, then 
the 2017 campaign will be a positive 
one.

“Our biggest goal this year is just 
to get through the season healthy and 
hopefully the kids will all improve as the 
season goes along,” Walton said. “Bryce 
is fully capable of getting back to state 
and there are a few a kids on this team 
that have the talent to join him, but we 
have a full regular season of matches 
to get prepared for another postseason 
run.

“As long as we continue to improve 
individually, this season will be a suc-
cess.”

Point Pleasant will play its home con-
tests at Riverside Golf Course in Mason 
County. Some additional matches may 
also be added throughout the course of 
the year.

Bryan Walters can be reached at 740-446-2342, ext. 
2101.

Despite numbers, Point golfers have high hopes

From page 39
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group.
“Our first practice, Car-

men jumped to the front and 
took over and I look forward 
to her being a leader to the 
team,” Kennedy said. “I have 
a hard time thinking of a 
kid like Carmen Doherty or 
Ariann Sizemore as a senior, 
they just always seem like the 
younger kids.”

At last season’s district 
meet, Rest led the way for 
the Maroon and Gold, post-
ing a 31st place time of 
21:57. Sizemore was Meigs’ 
fifth fastest runner at the 
district meet, completing the 
5k course in 25:35. Doherty 
time of 26:35 was Meigs’ 

seventh fastest at the district 
meet.

Back in the Maroon and 
Gold for her third cross coun-
try season is Taylor Swartz, 
whose time of 23:31 placed 
her fourth on the team at the 
district meet.

Returning for their second 
seasons of cross country are 
juniors Madison Cremeans 
and Kacie Ballard, as well as 
sophomore Katilyn Brinker. 
Cremeans was the only one 
of the three to compete at the 
district tournament, and she 
finished third on the team 
with a time of 23:06.

The Lady Marauders did 
lose one runner to gradua-
tion, in Gracie Hoffman, and 
one to the volleyball team, 
in Marissa Noble. Hoffman 
turned in Meigs’ second fast-
est time at the district, while 

Noble was sixth on the team.
“Every time I look at the 

group of senior girls that we 
have coming up, I think we 
should be really good, but 
they still have to go out there 
and perform,” said Kennedy. 
“Caitlyn Rest should do a 
really nice job her senior 
year, she’s been my leader the 
last year-or-so. Taylor Swartz 
is going to have to step up 
and fill Gracie’s role. Madi-
son Cremeans is going have 
to extend her distance a little 
bit so that she can run three 
comfortably. We also lost 
Marissa Noble to the volley-
ball team, so we’re going to 
have to fill her role as well.”

The Lady Marauders have 
one newcomer to the pro-
gram, senior Morgan Doczi.

On the boys side, the five 
seniors that Meigs will have 

to replace are Dillon Mahr, 
Nate Hoover, James Parsons, 
Jesse Conley and Jake Roush. 
Parsons, a regional qualifier 
claimed 29th in the district, 
while Mahr and Hoover were 
fourth and fifth on the team 
respectively.

“We’re kind of a blank 
canvas,” Kennedy said of 
his boys team. “I had some 
kids come out who might fill 
roles, but it’s going to be a 
matter of the kids who have 
been here stepping up to 
fill the roles of the kids who 
left.”

This year, Meigs has two 
senior boys, Cole Hoffman 
and Brad Logan. Hoffman 
is entering his fourth year 
on the team, while Logan 
missed his junior year due to 

See MEIGS CC | 66
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2017 EHS GIRLS GOLF ROSTER
Name  Grade
Kaitlyn Hawk*  Sr
Sarah Bunce*  Sr
Kylee Tolliver*  Jr
Jasmine Brewer  So
Autumn Honaker  So
Alyssa Smith  So

2017 EHS BOYS GOLF ROSTER
Name  Grade
Kaleb Honaker*  Sr
Kaleb Hill  Sr
Garrett Chalfant*  Sr
Ryan Harbour*  Jr
Garrett Rees*  Jr
Primo Averion*  Jr
Jasiah Brewer  Jr
John Harris*  Jr
Brayden Bush*  So
Nathan Hensley*  So
Nicholas Durst*  So
Head Coach Jeremy Hill (2nd season)
* — Indicates varsity returnee.

2017 EHS GOLF SCHEDULE
Date  Location Time 
Aug. 7 Meigs County GC 1 pm
Aug. 8 Meigs County GC 1 pm
Aug. 15 Lakeside GC 1 pm
Aug. 16 Forest Hills GC 1 pm
Aug. 23 Riverside GC 4:30
Aug. 29 Cli�side GC 4:30
Aug. 30 Oxbow GC 4:30
Sept. 6 Riverside GC 4:30
Sept. 7 Ohio University GC 4:30
Sept. 12 Oxbow GC 4:30

sets a great example, he’s worked 
his tale off in the off season, you can 
see that in his swing and you can see 
that in his numbers. He’s 12 strokes 
better than he was last year.”

Nicholson earned all-league honors 
last fall, and had Meigs’ second low-
est score at the sectional tournament. 
He is entering his third consecutive 
season on the MHS golf team.

Entering their fourth season of 
golf for the Marauders are Levi 
Chapman, Bryce Swatzel and Caleb 
Stanley.

Chapman — a Division II all-dis-
trict honorable mention selection — 
was TVC Ohio Most Valuable Player 
last fall, earning medalist honors in 
five of the seven matches. He was 
third in the sectional with a score of 
79, qualifying for his second straight 
district tournament and leading the 
Marauders to an eighth place finish.

In the 2016 district, Chapman fin-
ished tied for 21st, firing an 86. As 
a sophomore Chapman was 34th in 
the district with a score of 89.

“Expectations are to preform at 
the level that you need to preform at 
to get to that next level,” Cremeans 
said. “Like with Levi Chapman, he 
got to the district last two years, 
his goal is state. The team goal is to 
make it to districts.

“Honestly, I just want to see the 
kids succeed,” Cremeans added. 
“No matter what level their play-
ing at right now, I just want to see 
them get better. Any accomplish-
ments that come along with that, 
I’m good with. Personal success is 
more important than titles. To see 
the guys grow up, that’s really more 
important.”

Along with Nicholson, senior Theo 
McElroy and junior Brody Reynolds 
are entering their third season for 
MHS. Back for their second cam-
paign in the Maroon and Gold are 
Brayden Ervin, Dawson Justice, 
Bobby Musser and Gus Kennedy.

Newcomers to the MHS boys team 
are Austin Mahr, Cole Arnott, Tren-
ton Peacock, Griffin Buck and Bailey 
Jones.

“They’re all ready to compete and 
earn those spots,” Cremeans said. 
“When we look at 4-through-12 on 

our roster, it’s so close that I might 
not know week-to-week who’ll be 
starting in spots 4-through-6.”

The Meigs girls golf team will 
have a much different look to this 
fall, as four players graduated from 
last year’s team and just three play-
ers bring previous varsity experi-
ence. The Lady Marauders that were 
lost to graduation were Sarah Curl, 
Dannett Davis, Mersadies Markins 
and Kendra Robie. Robie was an 
all-district honorable mention as a 
senior.

Another change for the Lady 
Marauders is that former MHS 
standout Alyssa Andrews has 
replaced three-year coach B.J. Nich-
olson as head coach. Andrews — the 
daughter of Coach Cremeans — was 
a four-year varsity golfer for the 
Lady Marauders and then played for 
the Alderson-Broaddus University 
golf team for four seasons. In her 
first season as coach Andrews wants 
to help the Lady Marauders learn 
the course management aspect of the 
game.

“A lot of young golfers just want 
to hit their driver off of the tee, and 
I want to teach them that they don’t 
have to do that,” Andrews said. “If 
they hit a club that goes straight, I 
want them to use that. I want to look 
at their distances with their clubs.”

Back for her third season in the 
Maroon and Gold is Shalynn Mitch-
ell, who had Meigs’ second-best 
score at the sectional tournament 
last fall. Mitchell recorded a 112 as 
part of the Lady Marauders’ seventh 
place score of 471.

Returning to the Lady Marauders 
with one year of varsity experience 
apiece Lydia Edwards and Mikayla 
Radcliffe. Newcomers to the MHS 
girls team are freshmen Kylee Rob-
inson, Olivia Haggy, Shelby Whaley 
and Caitlin Cotterill.

“Shalynn Mitchell as a junior and 
freshman Kylee Robinson have had 
some of our top scores at practice,” 
Andrews said. “I think they’re going 
to do some good things throughout 
the season, their scores have been 
pretty good. I have two juniors, one 
sophomore and the rest are fresh-
man. Having these freshman for 
my first year, I can build them up 
throughout their careers.

Alex Hawley can be reached at 740-446-2342, 
ext. 2100.

From page 30

Marauder golf

son goes along.”
Arnott feels that this 

team can not only have 
a decent regular season, 
but hopefully they can 
play themselves into 
some postseason suc-
cess along the way.

He also notes that 
the program has a solid 
class of eighth grad-
ers just one year away 
from the varsity level, 
so some of this year’s 
expectations are sim-
ply to improve for the 
future.

“We have some high 
goals for this year 
and our seniors have 
stepped up since the 
first day of practice, but 
we have a really strong 

junior high class wait-
ing in the wings so to 
speak — so it’s impor-
tant that our under-
classmen show signs of 
improvement this year.

“Whatever we can 
accomplish this year 
will only make us better 
in the future, but we 
are focused on accom-
plishing some things 
this fall. The program, 
believe it or not, is in 
really good shape for 
some years to come.”

Wahama will play its 
home contests at Riv-
erside Golf Course in 
Mason County.

The White Falcons 
will host consecutive 
TVC Hocking contests 
on Aug. 22-23 and also 
have a home league 
match on Sept. 6.

Bryan Walters can be reached 
at 740-446-2342, ext. 2101.

From page 34

Wahama
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qualifying team and four 
other SHS returnees are 
back to help push the Purple 
and Gold to the next level.

Also back for his sixth sea-
son as head coach of the Tor-
nadoes is Jeff Caldwell, who 
was Tri-Valley Conference 
Hocking Division co-Coach 
of the Year last fall.

“We have four guys com-
ing back from our district 
qualifying team last year, 
Ryan Acree, Jarrett Hupp, 
Jensen Anderson and Jonah 
Hoback,” Caldwell said. 
“That’s three juniors and a 
senior, and Jonah being our 
only senior should be a good 
leader for us. Those four 
have a good bit of experi-
ence and have played a lot 
this summer. As high school 
golf season starts they have 
already played a lot, so its 
almost like they’re in mid-
season form. It’s just like any 
sport, the more you play, the 
better you’re going to get.”

Last fall, Hoback — who 
now enters his fourth varsity 
golf season for SHS — was 
named selected to the Divi-
sion III all-district honorable 
mention list and tied for the 
team-best round at the dis-
trict tournament, with a 92.

Jensen Anderson, Ryan 
Acree, Jarrett Hupp and Trey 
Wood each bring two previ-
ous years of varsity experi-
ence to the 2017 Tornadoes.

Andreson tied with 
Hoback at the district tour-
nament last fall and is a two-
time all-league honoree. Jar-
rett Hupp carded a 94 at the 
district and earned his first 
All-TVC Hocking honor last 
year. Ryan Acree rounded 
out the team’s total at dis-
trict, firing a 107 to place 
the Purple and Gold ninth in 
the field.

“We played our best at 
the end of the season when 
we qualified for districts,” 
Caldwell said. “We had a 
decent showing at the dis-
tricts, but I think the guys 
are wanting to do better this 
year. They know that overall 
we were a young team last 

year, even though we had 
three seniors.”

The three graduates that 
Southern will have to replace 
are Tanner Thorla, Eli Hunt-
er and Ashley Acree. Thorla 
was Southern’s potential tie-
breaking score at the district 
tournament, while Acree was 
named all-district honorable 
mention on the girls side.

Entering their second golf 
season for the Purple and 
Gold are sophomores Joey 
Weaver, Landin Hill and Clay 
Wamsley, while the lone new-
comer to the SHS golf team 
is freshman David Shaver.

“We have some younger 
guys,” Caldwell said. “We’re 
going to play some junior 
varsity matches as well, and 
it’ll be good for them to get 
experience this year.”

In the 2016 league stand-
ings, Southern third, behind 
Waterford and Eastern, with 
an 11-3 record. Southern 
had finished tied for third in 
2015, while placing fourth in 
2014.

“The league has a new 
format, so it’s going to be 
challenging,” Caldwell said. 

“We’re going to be play-
ing Eastern and Waterford 
several times, and those are 
the two teams that finished 
in front of us last year. We 
know were going to have to 
come ready to play and have 
a good round each night.”

One other change for the 
Tornado golf team is its 
home course. Southern will 
be returning to Riverside 
Golf Course in Mason, after 
calling Ravenswood’s Green-
hills Country Club home for 
the past few years.

“Several of our kids play 
there quite a bit, so it’s more 
of a home course and friend-
ly environment for them at 
Riverside,” Caldwell said. 
“The people that work there 
are used to seeing these guys 
a lot, so I think it will be a 
defiant good thing for us.”

In addition to its league 
slate, Southern plans on non-
conference matches at Riv-
erside and Greenhills, while 
competing in the Waterford 
Invitational at Lakeside.

Alex Hawley can be reached at 740-446-
2342, ext. 2100.

From page 33

Tornadoes

injury, but competed in both of his first 
two years of high school.

Entering their third varsity cam-
paigns are Cole Betzing and Joseph 
Cotterill, while Colton Heater and 
Landon Davis are both entering their 
second year varsity.

In the 2016 district, Betzing had the 
team’s second best time at 18:22, while 
Davis was fourth on the team at 20:02. 
Heater (20:14) and Cotterill (20:23) 
finished sixth and seventh on the team 
at the district meet.

“Cole Betzing is going to lead us out, 
he’s going to do a great job, he’s run-
ning really well,” Kennedy said. “We 
have Brad Logan back after missing 
last year with an injury, and he’s run-
ning really well. I’m looking for Landon 
Davis and Colton Heater to just step 
up and fill a role that somebody vacat-

ed through graduation.”
Last fall, the Lady Marauders were 

third in the TVC Ohio, while the Meigs 
boys took fourth at the league meet. In 
the district, the MHS girls were 11th 
and the boys were 13th.

“We’re going to go to Rio Grande 
this year, which we haven’t been to in 
a long time because it didn’t jive with 
our schedule,” Kennedy said. “I think 
that’s going to be an important meet 
for them to get ready for districts. A 
lot of the meets we go to may be 10-or-
12 teams, and it’s a lot different when 
you see 20 teams. Unioto has been a 
big meet for us to, going into the TVC 
and district.”

This year, the TVC championships 
will be held at Wellston High School 
on October 14. MHS will be hoping to 
continue its postseason run to the state 
championships, on November 4, at the 
National Trail Raceway, in Hebron.

Alex Hawley can be reached at 740-446-2342, ext. 
2100.

2017 MHS CC SCHEDULE
Date Location  Time
Aug. 26 Wellston 9 am
Sept. 2 Vinton County 9 am
Sept. 5 Gallia Academy 4:30
Sept. 12 Nelsonville-York 4:30
Sept. 20 Federal Hocking 4:30
Sept. 23 Rio Grande 10 am
Sept. 27 Meigs 4:30
Oct. 4 Alexander 4:30
Oct. 7 Unioto 10 am
Oct. 14 Wellston 10 am
 (TVC Championships)

From page 64
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Good Luck to 
All Area Teams!

Gallipolis

Gallipolis & Point Pleasant

60707913




