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Further Together

Congratulations!
All of us at LCNB would like to extend
our sincerest congratulations to past

Hall of Honor Inductees, the 2021
Inductees, and their families.

The 2021 Hall of Honor Inductees
Gregory “Greg” Arnett  1956-2020

William  “Bill” Hildebolt   1943-2020
Horace “Junior”  Kramer  1923-2018
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Senior Condominium Development
Age 55 and over

1727 North Barron St., Eaton, OH 45320
www.jpfrizzellconstruction.com

Building Condos in Cobblestone Trail
off of East Ave., Eaton, OH

Check out the condos in progress
Call JP Frizzell Construction LLC to set up an 

appointment to get started

•Walking Paths
•A Neighborly Life Style
•Great Location
•Quiet Neighborhood
•Maintenance Free Exterior
•Choice of Floor Plans
•2 & 3 Bedrooms Available
•Clubhouse & Pool
    (will   build at later date)
•Pond

OH-70251203
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500 E. Main Street,  Eaton, Ohio 45320
www.LarkinCobb.com

CHEVROLET • BUICK • GMC

Drive Twenty and save plenty!!
937-456-4117 Phone 
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Hall of HonorHall of Honor

WelcomeWelcome Letter

Our 2021 
membership 
has doubled 
since last year. 
We have had an 

unbelievable year thus far. We 
are celebrating fifty years in a big 
way! I often sit at my desk, look 
out my big picture window and 
think “What would Sarah Swartsel 
think if she were here with us 
today?” We continue to dream, to 
think big and do big things and 
refuse to give up because of road 

blocks. This year, in particular, 
we accomplished some pretty 
incredible projects which you will 
see later in this book. My name is 
Lisa White, Executive Director. I 
started in July of 2020 and have 
already seen so many ideas come 
to life all thanks to our board of 
trustees, our incredible leader 
and president Harold Niehaus, 
groundskeeper Taylour, our 
summer interns Rick, Mason, Matt, 
Gabby, Hannah, Abbi and Brittany 
and our amazing volunteers. I 
have to applaud Alyssa, our past 
history and education director for 
leaving us with the knowledge and 

guidance to continue organizing 
and protecting our collections. I 
also want to thank my incredible 
husband Todd White for being here 
at every event helping me wherever 
I need. I want to thank my two 
awesome kids Jake and Tatum for 
their support and my mom Jodie 
for cheering me on, even with all of 
my crazy ideas. I truly have the best 
support system. I am very excited 
for 2022 and to see where the next 
year takes us. Thank you all for 
cheering us on from the rooftops or 
the “corn fields”. 

Sincerely, 
Lisa White, Executive Director

The Preble County 
Historical Society and 
The Register-Herald 
2021 Hall of Honor  In 
celebration of its 40 th 

anniversary in 2011, the Preble County 
Historical Society (PCHS) created a 
Hall of Honor. The PCHS Board of 
Trustees designated that the Hall of 
Honor be named the Sara Swartsel Hall 
of Honor in recognition of the heritage 
and philanthropy of the Swartsel 
Family as demonstrated by Sara’s 

enduring gift to the Preble County 
Historical Society and the Preble 
County community of her family farm 
in southeast Preble County. 

The Register-Herald joined the PCHS 
as co-sponsor of the Hall of Honor in 
recognition of the natural partnership 
of the two organizations in recording 
the history of Preble County every 
day. This annual process provides each 
entity with many opportunities to 
collaborate publicly on the project in 
ways that promote the value of each 
entity to the residents and businesses of 
the county. 

In 2021 the Hall of Honor inducts its 
eleventh membership class. Criteria for 
inductees is as follows: Inductees must 
be deceased and have lived in Preble 
County at some point in their lives; 
further, they must meet one or more 
of the following requirements: have 
been outstanding in achievement in 
agriculture, arts, professions, politics, 
public service, education, or sports; or 
have a reputation that brings honor to 
the county, or personal commitment 
and service to the county; or had 
a lasting impact on the county. We 
will honor the 2021 inductees and 

their families with the dedication of 
plaques in their honor on Sunday, 
September 26, 2021, at 4:00pm at the 
Amphitheater. 

You can make a nomination to the 
Hall of Honor by visiting the Preble 
County Historical Society’s web site 
at www.preblecountyhistoricalsociety.
org and downloading an application 
to complete and submit. You also 
may email the Society at lisa@
preblecountyhistoricalsociety.com 
or call the Society at 937-787-4256 
and leave a message requesting a 
nomination form.

4   2021 Preble County HISTORICAL SOCIETY Hall of Honor
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Dave L. Biggs, Agent
625 N. Barron Street, P.O. Box 237, Eaton, Ohio 45320-0237

Bus. 937-456-1122  |  Cell 937-689-1925
david.biggs.bx51@statefarm.com

Toll Free 800-633-9209  |  www.gobiggs . com
The greatest compliment you can give is a referral.

David L. Biggs Ins. 
Agency, Inc.
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2021-22 PCHS
Board of Trustees

Harold Niehaus, President
Shawn Dougherty, Vice President

December Harper, Treasurer
Jenny Marcum, Secretary

Stephen Bruns
Jon Cooper

Amy Cooper
Courtney Griffith

Tim Lane
Maria Morgan

Cody Miller
Chris Miley

Executive Director- Lisa White

Mission Statement

To be the resource to preserve and promote the knowledge 
and history of Preble County for all generations. 

•	 Provide for the collection and preservation, display and 
maintenance of material and objects of all types which, in the 
judgment of the Society, have or may have historical interest and 
significance;

•	 Establish a museum of relics, curiosities or specimens of historical 
or prehistoric interest or curiosity;

•	 Establish a library of books, manuscripts, maps, charts, and any 
other material of similar nature pertaining to the history of Preble 
County and the State of Ohio, and to sell, and/or publish books, 
papers, and documents concerning the above items or purposes;  

•	 Provide activities and events of cultural and educational nature, 
such as outdoor education, environmental studies, musicales, 
lectures, and the cultural arts, and other cultural objectives

Mission
The Mission of The Preble County 
Historical Society, Inc., is to:

2021 Preble County HISTORICAL SOCIETY Hall of Honor   5 
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Phone: 765.962.1040
Toll Free: 800.761.9077

www.Keckler.com
Fax: 765.962.9812
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Lisa Burrows
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INSURANCE font - Plantagenet Cherokee 
GIBSON font - Sinhala MN

FARM-HOME-AUTO-LIFE

23
JULY

Annual Meeting

Hall of Honor 
Ceremony

19
MARCH

5,12
AUG.

Falcon Show

Fall Gathering

12
APRIL

22
MAY

24,25
SEPT.

25
SEPT.

Wine & Chocolate 
Social

Bridges, Bikes 
& Blues

12
FEB.

18
JUNE

2nd Annual
Summer Picnic

Trivia Night

Summer Concerts

For more information, please 
follow us on our facebook 

page or check out our 
website. We also send our 

email blasts and our quarterly 
newsletter Snail Mail. If you 
would like more information, 

contact us.  
Email: lisa@preblecounty 

historicalsociety.com
Web site at: 

www.preblecounty 
historicalsociety.com

Facebook at Preble County 
Historical Society

7693 Swartsel Road,  
Eaton OH 45320

Schedule2022 Schedule
           of Events

Lots more events to be added next year, stay tuned!

Old Fashion 
Independence Day 

Fireworks

3
JULY

Haunted Hayrides,
Trails and Ghost 

Tours

15,22,29
OCT.

Christmas Dinner 
& Jolly Days

10,12
DEC.
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Camden Village 
Pharmacy
camdenvillagepharmacy.com
75 W. Central Ave., Camden, OH 45311
camdenrx@in� net.com
phone 937-452-1263
fax 937-452-3957

O
H

-7
02

51
10

1

Inductees2021 Hall of Honor
          Inductees

Greg Arnett spread sunshine 
wherever he went. He 
loved people and people 
loved him back! A total 
optimist, Greg loved 

coaching and developing 
and mentoring people 
in all kinds of settings 
- professional and 
community based.

Greg Arnett 
provided 
leadership to the 
Preble County 
Historical Society 
for over ten 
years. He joined 
the board in 2010 
where his love of all 
things historical and 
antique tools, furniture, 
cars and more made him 
the perfect advocate for PCHS. 
Greg quickly moved into leadership 
of the board of PCHS as President, a 
position in which he served for five 
years. He presided over the many special 
events including the 40th Anniversary 
Celebration in 2011 with the initiation 
of the Sara Swartsel Hall of Honor, co-
sponsored with The Register-Herald.

Greg spearheaded many years of the 
Fall Gathering including its community 
auction to benefit the historical farm, 
the Bridges Bikes and Blues fundraiser, 
and the planning and construction 
and dedication of The Amphitheater 

in 2011. He presided over five seasons 
of concerts at The Amphitheater and 
the Old-Fashioned Independence Day 
Celebrations, welcomed members of 

the National Covered Bridge 
Association to dinner at The 

Amphitheater and tours 
of Preble County’s 

covered bridges, 
and participated 
in numerous barn 
tours and dinners, 
All Hallows Eve 
festivities, and 
traditional holiday 
dinners.

During his tenure 
as board president, 

the PCHS received the 
prestigious Wallace L. 

Edwards Conservationist 
Award from the Three 

Valley Conservation Trust for 
environmental work at the farm. He 
also oversaw the application for the 104-
acre Wetlands Reserve Conservation 
of PCHS farmlands and the initiation 
of the Ackerman Creek Restoration 
Project.

Following his board presidency, Greg 
took on leadership in what became the 
Antique Study Group, serving as its 
chairperson until his untimely death in 
April 2020.

Greg was appointed to the board of the 
Preble County Park District in January 

Gregory “Greg” Alan Arnett
1956-2020

2018. The Park District was founded 
following a gift of land and farm from 
long time PCHS supporter Kenneth 
Garber. Greg joined the board just as the 
donation by Herb and Patricia Wagers 
of the Devil’s Backbone west of Camden 
became a reality. He was enthusiastic 
in his support and leadership for 
developing the Devil’s Backbone County 
Park. He hosted a Preble County 
Historical Society Antique Study 
Group meeting at the new park and 
beamed with pride and joy about the 
contribution the park would make to 
Preble County residents and visitors. 
Greg was honored in 2020 at a memorial 
ceremony and Tree of Life dedication for 
past park commissioners.

Greg also served in leadership positions 
in the New Paris Kiwanis and Apple Fest 
(especially the car show!). He joined the 
New Paris Kiwanis in 1999 and served 
as president several times. He loved 
old cars and at the car show he was in 
his element! His work with the Labor 
Day Auction helped raise thousands of 
dollars for Kiwanis projects in the New 
Paris area.

Greg loved the National Trail Schools. 
He graduated in 1974 and was a three-
sport athlete. He earned eleven letters in 
football, basketball, and track and field. 
He was All-Conference in football and 
track. After graduation he went to the 
Virginia Military Institute on a four-year 
scholarship. While there he earned four 
letters in football contributing to two 
conference championships. He also was 
a three-year letterman in indoor and 
outdoor track. After coming back to live 
in the National Trail School District, 
he coached football and track and field 
for several years at the high school, 

including head football coach from 
1986-1990. He was inducted into the 
Preble County Athletic Hall of Fame in 
2007 and the National Trail Athletic Hall 
of Fame in 2012.

Greg continued his service to his alma 
mater by serving on the board of the 
National Trail School Foundation for 
fifteen years. He helped initiate the 
Career and College Fairs, established 
the Buy a Brick campaign to honor 
people at the entrance to the National 
Trail Schools complex, supported car 
shows and golf outings, and initiated the 
alumni scholarships programs that have 
served many National Trail students 
as well as classroom teachers’ projects. 
Through his leadership and enthusiasm 
over $105,000 in scholars have been 
awarded.

Greg’s professional career started 
with Cargill in 1981. He began as a 
lab chemist at the fructose plant and 
quickly moved up to lab manager over 
the Dayton Corn Milling operation. 
Midway through his career he became a 
quality assurance and data management 
specialist and eventually trained and 
developed other Cargill employees 
in this process. Later in his career he 
became the “root cause analyst” trainer 
for Cargill and travelled throughout 
the Midwest for Cargill. He worked for 
Cargill for a total of 38 years!

Greg is the son of Myron (deceased) and 
June Arnett of New Paris. He is survived 
by his wife Sheryl Arnett, three sons 
Eric, Ben and David and their families, 
his mother, brother Mike Arnett of New 
Paris, sister Candy (Charlie) Dunham 
of New Paris, and sister Kristi (Kevin) 
Roush of Nashville, Indiana.

2021 Preble County HISTORICAL SOCIETY Hall of Honor   7 
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Your
Flower Shop

937-456-4645
Michele Ellington, Owner 

200 East Main – Downtown Eaton
Michele Ellington, Owner 

200 East Main – Downtown Eaton

Promoting Preble County: 

Our Hometowns,  

Your Getaways! 

www.preblecountyohio.com 
OH-70251073

Inductees2021 Hall of Honor
          Inductees

Horace Junior (JR) 
Kramer was known 
as an Auctioneer’s 
Auctioneer. During 
his 70-year career 

he conducted over 10,000 
auctions in and around 
Preble County. In 1997 
he was inducted 
into the Ohio 
Auctioneers 
Association Hall 
of Fame. He was 
proud of his 
Preble County 
birthright and 
spent his life 
promoting the 
antiquities as 
well as respecting 
the county’s local 
heritage.

Horace Junior Kramer 
was born in 1923 northwest 
of Eaton on what is now a Preble 
County Century Farm currently 
owned by his sister Rosalie Kramer 
(Jay) Unger. JR was one of ten children 
raised during the depression era on this 
farm teaching him the importance of 
family and character.

World War II came, and JR entered 
the Army Air Corps (now the US Air 
Force) and with only a semester at 

Horace “Junior” Kramer
1923-2018

Miami University, he worked hard 
enough to be able to take officer 
training becoming a 2 nd Lieutenant 
and a P-51 Spitfire flight instructor of 

pilots going overseas and piloting 
the fighter plane. JR never 

lost his love of piloting as 
he later owned a twin 

engine plane.

Upon returning 
from WWII, JR 
followed his love 
of auctions and 
livestock by 
traveling great 
distances selling 
purebred livestock 
auctions. Soon he 

started a 20-year 
relationship with the 

dean of Western Ohio 
Auctioneers, L.G. Reitz. 

Together they conducted 
an average of 150 auctions 

per year in Ohio and Indiana. 
JR soon sold the legendary Snyder 
Community Auction sale on Nation 
Avenue which brought buyers from 
miles around.

JR sold livestock at the Producer 
Livestock Association sale barn in 
1950 until his first heart attack in 
1980. It was during that 30-year time 
he became associated and trusted 
by farmers over a 75-mile radius, 

including legendary Bob Evans who 
attended Producer sales regularly. 
JR, with the head of Eaton Producers 
Livestock, started what is now the 
Preble County 4H Sale of Champions 
and 4H Sale.

They brought in WLW which 
broadcasted the event live, promoting 
Eaton and Preble County Agriculture.

During the 1950s, ‘60s and ‘70s, JR 
participated in many civic duties with 
the Eaton American Legion, President 
of Eaton Little League, Preble County 
Fair Announcer and dozens of local 
churches and charities with his 
volunteer bid calling.

JR sold the Preble &amp; Montgomery 
County 4-H Sale of Champions and 
Livestock Auction for well over 50 
years, volunteering his time and 
expertise in helping the agricultural 
youth of western Ohio.

JR loved flying and playing golf. He 
was a member of Eaton Country Club 
for 65 years and dedicated many hours 
helping improve and maintain the 
course.

JR supported the Preble County 
Historical Society in many ways: 
conducting fundraiser auctions as well 
as donating items from auctions to the 
Society. In particular, he and his son 
John bought from the Cora &amp; 
George Deem auction the key to the 
Old Bruce Mill of Preble County front 
door padlock. The purchase was done 
after the Society ran out of bidding 
funds and antique dealers were bidding 
on the key. JR and John jumped in and 
became the successful bidders and 
donated the key to the Society. It is now 
in the Society’s collection.

During his tenure as the local 

auctioneer of choice, JR worked for and 
counseled hundreds of clients, some 
often in financial stress. He always 
put their needs above his own. Unlike 
many auctioneers of the time, JR did 
not buy client’s property at his auctions 
and resell it for profit. This trait assures 
the trust of the public, which in turn 
provides the client with the best 
attendance possible and better prices.

Of the utmost importance to the 
Preble County Historical Society and 
to the citizens of Preble County is the 
unselfishness and professionalism 
JR showed when he met with Sara 
Swartsel to list and sell her farm in the 
early 1970’s. JR told the story many 
times that Sara told him she wanted to 
donate the farm to the Society … “but 
no one had gotten back to her” on her 
request. JR could have simply taken 
the real estate listing, sold the farm to 
one of many capable neighbors and 
made a nice commission; however, he 
contacted Attorney John Dye and soon 
thereafter the farm was owned by the 
Historical Society.

JR married Marian Ewing Kramer 
in 1946 and they raised two children 
Belinda Kramer Marsh of Atlanta and 
H. John Kramer of Eaton.

JR’s living relatives include his daughter 
Belinda (Don) Marsh of John’s Creek 
GA; son John (Debbie) Kramer of 
Eaton; five granddaughters: Kris 
Freeman and Amy Reeves of Atlanta, 
Sunny Crotts of Dallas, Megan Hartley 
of CIncinnati and Tiffany Urkov of San 
Francisco; five great grandchildren; 
three sisters: Rosalie (Jay) Unger and 
Nancy Line of Eaton and Carolyn 
Gatzek of Richmond IN; and many 
nieces and nephews and cousins from 
the Preble County area and beyond.

8   2021 Preble County HISTORICAL SOCIETY Hall of Honor
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          Inductees

William “Bill” 
Hildebolt led a 
distinguished life 
which has brought 
honor not 

only to Preble County but to 
the entire State of Ohio. 
His alma mater The Ohio 
State University named 
him one of the “100 
Buckeyes You Should 
Know” in 2012. 
During his tenure 
at the Campbell 
Soup Corporation, 
he was the principal 
inventor of Prego 
Spaghetti Sauce 
(one of the most 
successful grocery 
launches in the 1980’s) 
and eventually rose to be 
Vice President of Product 
and Development. Inclusive 
of his work at RJ Reynolds where 
he was Vice President of Research and 
Development, Hildebolt was awarded 
over twenty patents. Hildebolt later 
founded Nature’s Select Premium Turf 
Services which preceded and anticipated 
the transition of lawn care to organic, 
sustainable methods. During his tenure 
at Nature’s Select, he chaired the national 
lawn care trade association. 

Well beyond his business 

accomplishments, though, Hildebolt 
was committed to stewardship of both 
the environment and the community. 

He gave back to the community 
and invested for future 

generations. His impact 
was felt directly by 

thousands of students 
and residents of 

Ohio including 
Preble County 
and indirectly 
by the millions 
who enjoyed 
the foods he 
developed and 
the innovations 
he pioneered.

Hildebolt was 
the oldest of three 

children growing 
up on the family 

farm in Preble County. 
That farm has been in 

continuous operation for over 
200 years, growing corn, soybeans, and 
wheat, and raising cattle.

After graduating from Eaton High School 
in 1962, Bill left Preble County to attend 
The Ohio State University, but he never 
really “left” the county. He used money 
from selling his 4H steers to pay for his 
first two years of undergraduate study. 
A scholarship from the Ohio Canners 
Association provided junior year tuition, 

William Morton Hildebolt
1943-2020

and a teaching assistant position paid for 
his senior year, earning him a Bachelor 
of Science degree in food technology. 
Additional teaching assistantships funded 
his master’s degree and his Ph.D. programs 
where he specialized in horticulture. Bill’s 
timeless support for his alma mater and 
the College of Food, Agricultural, and 
Environmental Sciences is demonstrated in 
his commitment to debt-free education. He 
and his wife Sandi created the Hazen and 
Anna Jane Hildebolt Memorial Scholarship 
at The Ohio State University for Preble 
County students interested in agriculture or 
human ecology. One Preble County recipient 
of the scholarship now chairs the department 
of Agricultural Communication, Education, 
and Leadership at the university.

Subsequent additional gifts included 
establishing the William and Sandra 
Hildebolt Food Science and Technology 
Hall of Distinction Endowment Fund and 
Show Me the Data! Fund that benefits the 
OSU College of Food, Agricultural and 
Environmental Sciences student-run speaker 
series called Citation Needed. Hildebolt 
served as an ex officio board member to 
the students running the speaker program 
and promoted its mission of countering 
misinformation through science. His 
generosity and involvement allowed the 
students to find interesting speakers and 
to pay travel expenses of nationally known 
experts. Hildebolt was inducted into the 
college’s Food Science and Technology 
Hall of Distinction in 2014. He received 
the college’s Distinguished Alumni Award 
in 2017. In April 2018 the Department of 
Food Science and Technology presented him 
with the Meritorious Service to Students 
Award, and in 2020 he received the CFAES 
Meritorious Service Award.

Bill recounted many of his experiences in 
his book, co-written with Bonnie Bajorek 

Daneker. The book It’s in There! is based on 
his experience in the product development 
department of Campbell Soup Company. It 
is a part-memoir, part product history of the 
iconic Prego brand found today in kitchens 
around the world. Proceeds from book sales 
support student scholarships.

In Preble County over the years Bill 
expanded the family’s farm holdings from 
295 acres to over 800 acres. He sponsored the 
farm’s successful application with the State 
of Ohio to designate the farm a Bi-century 
farm.

Bill led the Hildebolt family’s various 
contributions to the Preble County Historical 
Society, including one of the PCHS’ 
landmark exhibits – the 1922 Washington 
Motor Car. Bill also approved other 
important gifts to PCHS including the Silas 
Dooley carriage, exquisite antique crystal, 
ceramics, full collection of “Iron Stone” 
china, and a fully functional farm wagon, all 
displayed in and around the Preble County 
Historical Society farm and buildings.

Bill’s 3-V cutting boards were featured in 
the Historical Society’s gift shop. He created 
the boards from healthy trees grown in 
three centuries-old fertile native forests of 
Southwestern Ohio. He described the boards 
as imparting vigor and vitality to the food we 
eat, leading to victory in achieving goals. Bill 
crafted the artisan series of cutting boards 
from a select combination of cherry, maple, 
ash, and black walnut.

Bill is the great-great-great-grandson of Silas 
Dooley, Sr. (1786 – 1877) who was the first 
recorded settler in Gasper Township and 
who was inducted into the Sara Swartsel Hall 
of Honor in 2014. Bill is survived by his wife 
Sandra D. Hildebolt of Winston-Salem NC, 
son Bill (Bodie) Hildebolt of Weston MA, 
and cousins Charles Hildebolt of Chesterfield 
MO and MaryAnn Brackins of Pinnacle NC.
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InducteesPast Hall of Honor
          Inductees

2020 Inductees
Laura A. Hawes

1854 – 1923
Owned and Operated the Hawes General 
Store in Fairhaven. She sang, played piano, 
was an artist and collected antiques. She 
was a historian who commissioned one of 
the first detailed histories of Fairhaven and 
kept a diary of the events. The bunker hill 
house stands today as a tribute to the Hawes 
family who owned it for 99 years. 

Diana Akers
1947 – 2017

From Twin Township, in Preble County, 
Diana was a music teacher professional 
organist. She was very active in the 
American Guild of Organists and worked 
hard to support her love of music through 
the community.

Paul Edwin Ray
1938 – 2012

He served as the County Commissioner for 
sixteen years, upgraded its infrastructure 
by building the children’s home ( now the 
Preble County Health Department) and 
fine arts building on Hillcrest Drive and 
the new jail and job and family services 
offices on Park Avenue. Paul was a part of 
many civil organizations and an incredible 
leader in the county. Paul was also an active 
Rotarian. 

2019 Inductees 
Paul E. Fitzwater and  
Ruth Phelps Fitzwater 

1914 – 2007 1916 – 2004 
Musicians and teachers, Paul and Ruth 
excelled at performance - both vocal 
and instrumental (clarinet and tenor 
saxophone/cornet and piano respectively), 
at teaching thousands of students over 
thirty-five years, and at leading bands and 
choirs in schools, churches, and community 
groups – especially Rotary.   Together they 
founded The Keynotes Dance Band, and 
together they left a lifelong musical legacy 
in the hearts and lives of their students, 
friends, and family.

Kenneth J. Garber 
1923 – 2016

Born in Preble County and raised by his 
two aunts, Garber was grateful to those who 
supported him as an orphan. He graduated 
from Lewisburg High School and served in 
the Army in World War II. His accountant’s 
life was enriched by his love of music – a 
50 year organist at his Cincinnati church – 
and by his love for nature and his childhood 
home, now the Allen and Adaline Garber 
Nature Center, which he donated in 2004 
to become the first Preble County District 
Park.

William R. Goodheart, Jr. 
1902 – 1960

From 1943 to 1958, Goodheart owned 
and operated farms in Preble County and 
produced prize-winning Aberdeen-Angus 
cattle and Hampshire hogs. He led the 
Rotary, the Country Club, the Masonic 
Lodge, and the Presbyterian Church. 
He helped found Music Corporation of 
America (MCA), played a major role 
in radio’s golden age by identifying and 
producing musical talent, and led NBC’s 
early television programming. He played 
piano and electric organ for pleasure.

2018 Inductees
Sherwood Anderson

1876 – 1941
Born in Camden, Anderson led an itinerant 
life of a house painter and served in the 
US Army in Cuba during the Spanish-
American War. Eventually he arrived in 
Chicago and began writing. His famous 
work Winesburg, Ohio novel was an 
interrelated collection of short stories and 
novel that served as a stylistic touchpoint 
for his and later generations of American 
writers. He wrote a total of nine novels, four 
short story collections, and two books of 
poetry during his short career.

Alfa Lloyd Hayes
1880 – 1962

Founder of Delta Zeta International 
Women’s Fraternity, businesswoman, and 
homemaker, Hayes was born in Camden, 
moved to Oxford OH with her family, and 
became one of the first women students 
at Miami University. Her character and 
intellect enabled her to join with five 
friends to create an organization to support 
women’s friendships and opportunities to 
lead and contribute to society in their own 
right. Today, over 244,000 women in 160 
collegiate chapters benefit from her legacy.

Phyllis Ashman Campbell 
“Mama Jazz”
1922 – 2011

Born and raised in Eaton, Campbell 
made her home in Oxford OH and her 
career in administrative positions at 
Miami University. In 1979 she began the 
“Mama Jazz Show” on WMUB (aka “With 
Mama Until Bedtime”) and introduced 
her beloved jazz to thousands of listeners 
over 30 + years on the radio. Hundreds of 
student radio board operators learned their 
craft under her tutelage. She received many 
awards including a commendation by the 
George H. Buck Jazz Foundation in New 
Orleans.

Mary Gould Brooke and  
Edith Gould

1858 – 1946 1855 – 1946
Granddaughters of Cornelius Van Ausdal, 
these sisters left their own legacy in the form 

of the “Brooke-Gould Memorial Fund” 
and its many substantial contributions to 
Eaton. Mary provided leadership to the 
Preble County District Library, and was 
instrumental in establishing the first Preble 
County Historical Society, the Current 
Events Club and the Fort St. Clair Park. 
Edith’s life focused on music, teaching 
piano lessons, and serving a close co-
worker and compatriot with Mary.

Susan Haines Kendall
1952 – 2005

Preble County District Library director for 
24 years, Kendall demonstrated her passion 
for gathering and sharing information 
by establishing the Internet era at PCDL 
and creating the library’s genealogy center 
that remains a resource for genealogical 
documents accessed by individuals all over 
the world. She modernized and expanded 
the library’s seven branches, including 
establishing the Eldorado branch, and 
provided leadership to state and local 
library and community organizations.

George Wadlington and 
Glendine Huggins Wadlington

1928 – 1996 1928 – 1992
George’s career as Agricultural Agent 
was embellished by his service to Eaton 
as Councilmember and to the First 
Presbyterian Church, Eaton Little League, 
Lions Club International, and The Ohio 
State University. Glendine’s career in early 
childhood education and special needs 
education supported children and families 
with developmental disabilities. Together 
they served the Preble County Pork Festival, 
the Preble County Historical Society, and 
the Preble County Farm Bureau.

2017 Inductees
James Edward Quinn

1920 – 1997
A fifth generation Preble Countian and 
World War II veteran, Quinn helped found 
the PCHS, served as a member of the Board 
of Trustees, donated many artifacts, and 
created nature trails and wildlife education 
programs. His many contributions to West 
Alexandria included Republican Central 
Committee member, village council 
member and Marshall, private business 
ownership, and church and community 
association memberships including 
helping create the Lions Club Apple Butter 
tradition.

Col. Charles M. Hendricks, 
M.D.

1877 – 1953
Visionary Preble County native, Dr. 
Hendricks began his illustrious career at 
Miami University. His ambition took him 
to medical school and his compassion 
led him to treating respiratory illnesses. 
His Army career resulted in innovations 

for improved evacuation and treatment 
strategies, MASH units, and blood types 
on military “Dog Tags.” His love for 
football and his community service in El 
Paso, Texas, led to assisting in creating and 
naming “The Sun Bowl.”

Clarence Irvin Kesler
1882 – 1975

Born and raised in Preble County, Kesler 
received the Navy Cross for his service 
as crewmember on Seaplane NC-1 that 
crossed the Atlantic Ocean in May 1919. 
For this history-making first he also 
received the highest non-citizen honor 
of the Order of the Tower and Sword 
medallion from the King of Portugal. His 
distinguished Navy service led to a pilot’s 
career with Pan American Airways in 
Central and South America.

2016 Inductees
Irene Hardy
1841 – 1922

Born in New Westville, Hardy taught in 
one-room schools in Preble County. She 
graduated from Antioch College during 
the Civil War and served as Principal of the 
Eaton Grade School in 1869. She traveled to 
California in 1871 and became a teacher at 
Oakland High School and then an English 
professor at Stanford University. Her 
autobiography and books of poetry portray 
her literary talents and her extraordinary 
life as an independent woman in the 19th 
century.

Billy J. “Bill” Sewert
1923 – 2003

Lifelong resident of Lewisburg, Sewert 
spent his life in service to his country in 
the US Army where he received the Purple 
Heart Medal and to his community where 
he worked in journalism and especially 
enjoyed his weekly village column for The 
Register-Herald. He helped convert the old 
movie theater into the fire station, served 
on the village council and in many other 
organizations, and started the emergency 
squad.

Larry A. Hart
1941 – 1991

Throughout his career as Wildlife Game 
Protector in Preble County, Hart set 
a timeless standard for all officers. He 
gave numerous educational programs to 
community groups, volunteered as scout 
leader and baseball coach, supported his 
church, and loved to square dance! He 
received many awards and assisted in 
establishing wetlands and prairie grasses 
in the county. A college scholarship 
established in his honor continues to 
provide annual awards.
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2015 Inductees
William Bruce

1762 – 1830
On February 20, 1806, William Bruce filed 
the plat plan for Eaton OH. He provided 
land for the courthouse and other public 
buildings, churches and schools. He 
established a sawmill, a gristmill, and other 
businesses, served as the first treasurer of 
the county, and received the universal and 
unqualified respect of county residents.

Cornelius Van Ausdal
1783 – 1870

The pioneer merchant of Eaton and 
Lewisburg, Van Ausdal created wholesale 
and retail commerce of all kinds. He 
served on the local railroad board, insured 
completion of the Christian Church 
building, was a Deputy U. S. Marshall 
(taking the first census in the county), 
served as a state legislator, and owned the 
Western Telegraph weekly newspaper.

Sarah Elizabeth Daughtery 
Reynolds

1845 – 1923
Reynolds was prominent in patriotic 
affairs and helped originate the custom of 
casting flowers on streams on Memorial 
Day. She loved history and archeology 
and her advocacy led to the designation 
of Fort St. Clair Park in Eaton. She 
presented Preble County women’s buckeye 
bole cabinet at the World’s Columbian 
Exposition in Chicago in 1893.

Chester (Chet) and  
Mary Palmer Wagner

1908 – 1970 1913 - 1985
The Wagners opened the Whispering 
Oaks Restaurant in 1947 and that led to the 
founding of Henny Penny to manufacture 
high quality cooking equipment. Active in 
Rotary, church, Shrine, and politics, Chet 
also established a forestry scholarship 
and award. When widowed, Mary guided 
the business and insured a successful 
transition upon its sale in 1976.

Timothy H. Miller
1938 – 1993

Tim was a man for the county. He 
was involved in everything from news 
reporting to politics to the Pork Festival to 
photography to the 911 system and more. 
He led the Chamber of Commerce, served 
as a Special Deputy Sheriff, worked on the 
restoration of the Roberts Double-Barrel 
Bridge, and helped found the Friends of 
the Library and the Eaton Camera Club.

Rosetta “Rosie” McNees
1928 – 2010

Rosie was a founder of the Preble County 
Art Association and a driving force in 

fundraising for the Fine Arts Center 
dedicated in 1990. She was a well-
known and prolific artist specializing in 
watercolor, pastels, and oils. Her legacy 
includes over 25 pen and ink drawings of 
structures in the county and her efforts to 
preserve historic downtown Eaton.

2014 Inductees
Silas Dooley, Sr.

1786 – 1877
Silas Dooley, Sr. was the first recorded 
settler in Gasper Township. He cleared his 
land and helped clear the land where the 
Village of Camden is now located. Dooley 
was a tireless worker and man of great 
economy and self-denial. His marriage 
to Johanna Westerfield was the first one 
licensed in Preble County. Their 1830’s 
timber and frame home remains today as 
a centerpiece of the original homestead 
which has been in continuous operation 
by seven generations of descendants for 
over 200 years.

Dorothy Kiracofe
1926 – 2005

Dorothy Aukerman Kiracofe fine-tuned 
her culinary skills at Mrs. Wagner’s 
Kitchen and took them to the Preble 
County Pork Festival where she served on 
the board for over 25 years and won many 
Grand Championships for her baking.
She was a Grange Deputy for over 50 
years, 4-H leader for over 25 years, and 
volunteer with the Eaton High School 
Band, the public library, and special needs 
children and programs serving them.
Alfred Horatio Upham, Ph. D.

1877 – 1945
Alfred H. Upham was born and raised 
in Eaton where he excelled in school 
and then enrolled in Miami University. 
He graduated from Miami with many 
honors and completed graduate studies at 
Harvard and Columbia Universities. He 
held faculty and leadership positions at 
universities in Utah, Massachusetts, and 
Idaho before becoming Miami’s president 
in 1928, serving until 1945, the longest 
in the university’s history. He composed 
Miami’s Alma Mater and was honored by 
the naming of Upham Hall.

Martha A. Rizert Dye
1930 – 1999

Martha A. Ritzert was orphaned in 
1938 and then cared for by relatives. She 
was a trained educator and became an 
accomplished classical pianist. Music was 
a great joy and solace to be shared, and the 
Eaton Area Arts Council was founded to 
benefit countless children and residents. 
Besides her work with the Children’s 
Home’s renovation and services, she 
worked as a juvenile counselor and 
probation officer for adolescent girls. As 

a principal founder of the Preble County 
Historical Society, her vision led to the 
creation of the outdoor amphitheater at 
PCHS.

Jo Ann Lange and  
William E. Lange

1927 – 2010 1925 – 2012
Service to others, to her church, and to her 
community was a central part of Jo Ann 
Lange’s life. She served the Delta Theta Tau 
Sorority, a philanthropic sorority; operated 
the Pork Festival Short Order Haus with 
her husband for 35 years; worked as a 
poll worker and judge for the Board of 
Elections; was active in Preble County 
4-H, as a band parent and FHA Mother 
at Twin Valley South, as a Preble County 
Farm Bureau member and leader for over 
30 years; as secretary of her church, and as 
board member and volunteer at the Preble 
Count Historical Society.
William E. Lange, Jr., enjoyed farming  
and helping others. He and his father 
operated a seed cleaning business under 
the name William E. Lange and Son 
Certified Seed and Sales. Bill’s farm was 
only one of a handful in Preble County to 
be recognized by the Ohio Department of 
Agriculture as a “Century Farm,” operated 
by the same family for more than 100 
years. Bill served his church as treasurer, 
his township as clerk, his community as 
board member of the Preble County Soil 
and Water Conservation and chair of 
the Farm Bureau, his school as officer of 
the alumni association, and his political 
party as central committee member and 
volunteer.

2013 Inductees
Cyrena Van Gordon

1893 – 1964
Her life began in Camden where she sang 
in cantatas at the First Presbyterian Church 
and graduated from high school. Her voice 
and stage presence took her throughout 
the United States and abroad, and she rose 
to be prima donna of the Chicago Opera 
Company and the Metropolitan Opera 
Company of New York City over a 27-year 
career. She returned to her Ohio home to 
dedicate the Preble County Court House 
in 1918 and on many other celebratory 
occasions.

Ione Sell Hiestand
1933 – 2012

Self-titled “professional volunteer,” 
Hiestand dedicated herself to serving 
the community including founding 
and leading the Friends of the Eaton 
Library, authoring and editing numerous 
publications of the Preble County 
Historical Society including the 700-page 
1992 history entitled Preble County, Ohio, 
initiating and promoting the arts including 

music performances and graphics arts 
at the Preble County Art Association, 
and writing about and enhancing the 
architecture of downtown Eaton.

Lucile Petry Leone
1902-1999

Born near “Frog Heaven School” in 
Monroe Township, Leone’s nursing 
educator career led her to the US Public 
Health Service during World War II 
where she created the Cadet Nurse Corps 
Program and rose to the rank of Assistant 
Surgeon General and Chief Nurse 
Officer, a rank equivalent to Admiral. 
Her philosophy was that nurses nurse the 
whole patient. She received distinguished 
service awards and honorary degrees from 
organizations across the country for her 
service to nurse education.

Marian M. Mitchell &  
James W. Mitchell

1920 – 2010 1916 – 2012
Together the Mitchells helped found the 
Preble County Historical Society and the 
Preble County Pork Festival and served 
the Eaton Presbyterian Church. Marian 
led the District Library Board, the Girl 
Scouts, and planted thousands of daffodils 
and blue bells at Fort St. Clair Park. Jim 
nurtured an acorn from the Whispering 
Oak into a seedling and was instrumental 
in saving and moving both the Lewisburg 
Log House to PCHS and the Roberts 
Covered Bridge to Eaton.

2012 Inductees
Nathaniel Benjamin

1795 – 1885
Carpenter, joiner, builder, businessman, 
Benjamin constructed many buildings 
in Preble County, planted an orchard, 
established a nursery, and kept a tavern/
public house in New Lexington. He 
supervised highway construction when 
West Alexandria was a wilderness, served 
in public office for over 20 years, and 
was a dedicated Mason. His generous 
contributions established an orphanage 
and a public school library.

Harvey Hiestand
1872 – 1944

Architect, artist, and musician, Hiestand 
graduated from Eaton High School, 
traveled the world, and returned to 
practice architecture in Eaton. He 
established Miami University’s first 
architecture courses and designed 
substantial public and business buildings 
throughout the Midwest as well as many 
homes in Eaton. Hiestand Hall at Miami 
University is named in his honor and 
houses many of his artworks.
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Thomas McQuiston
1839-1909

McQuiston received patents for a corn 
cultivator and a sorghum evaporator. 
A lifelong farmer in Israel Township, 
McQuiston operated a sorghum mill 
from 1862-1903, farmed as had the 
three preceding generations and three 
succeeding generations of his family, 
and served in the 156th Regiment of the 
O.V.I. in the Civil War. He was a long-time 
trustee of Hopewell Presbyterian Church.

Clarence Oldfather  
Harold Sell

1913 – 2000 1911 – 2003
“Sparky” Oldfather and Harold Sell 
bought the local newspaper in 1947 and 
built it into the state’s second largest 
weekly. They were honored as “Publishers 
Emeritus” upon their sale of the paper 
in 1973. Both had careers dedicated to 
publishing including Oldfather’s early 
work at Eaton’s “Bulletin” and Sell’s 
work at the “New Paris Mirror” and his 
founding of the “Eldorado Weekly.”

Richard Tuggle
1920 – 1976

Community leader in business, church, 
and volunteer organizations, Tuggle was 
a charter member and board president of 
the PCHS. He served as manager of the 
Eaton Farm Bureau and established the 
St. Clair Custodial Supply Company (now 
Remagen, Inc.), a family-owned business. 
He served as a township trustee, a church 
elder, and president of the Eaton Rotary 
Club.

2011 Inductees
Helen J. Felton and  

M. Heber Felton
1918 – 2011 1912 – 2001

Helen and M. Heber Felton, each 
individually through many different 
organizations, and together through their 
mutual love and support, lived in the 
county for a total of 180 years. Heber as 
CEO and President of Eaton Home Loan 
and Home Aid Company and Helen as an 
educator, both enjoyed history and were 

proud of their heritage.
Andrew L. Harris

1835 – 1915
Civil War hero as Colonel with the 75th 
OVI, public servant at local, state, and 
national levels, serving Ohio as Judge, 
State Representative, State Senator, Lt. 
Governor, Governor, and chairman of 
the United States Industrial Commission 
under President McKinley, Harris was a 
“Farmer-Statesman.” A graduate of Miami 
University, he loved in Preble County for 
77 years.

Seth S. Schlotterbeck
1898 – 1985

As County Highway Department 
Superintendent 1937-1966, Schlotterbeck 
was instrumental in preserving our 
covered bridges, historic steel truss 
bridges, and the Lewisburg Log House. 
His detailed photography and recording 
of historical details have provided records 
that otherwise would have been lost. 
A World War I veteran, Schlotterbeck 

spent his entire life of 87 years in and 
documenting Preble County.

Sara Swartsel
1914 – 2003

The Hall of Honor is named in honor of 
Sara Swartsel, county native, educator, 
artist, and environmentalist, who donated 
her family farm to the Preble County 
Historical Society with four objectives: 
beautify the grounds through plantings 
and horticultural activities; encourage 
and provide space and facilities for 
activities of cultural and educational 
nature, environmental studies, musicals, 
lectures, and the arts; conduct farming 
operations and demonstrate agricultural 
activities of the past and present; and 
generally encourage the widest possible 
use of these objectives and purposes to 
cooperate with schools and groups in 
bringing children to the center and to 
promote and encourage its use.
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www.fl aiglumber.com 
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Standing 
the Test 
of Time 

Since
1888

2 E. DAYTON ST., WEST ALEXANDRIA, OH 
937-839-4628

 14 FRANKLIN ST., GRATIS, OH 
937-787-3121

251 W. WASHINGTON JACKSON RD., EATON, OH 
937-336-5288 

647 W. MAIN ST., NEW LEBANON,OH
937-687-9012 

WWW. TWINVALLEYBANK.COM

This year, the Preble 
County Historical 
Society Board of 
Trustees voted 
to start a History 

Scholarship Program for local 
high school seniors from the 
county to apply for. These 
students must be continuing 
their education in the history 
field. We received a $500 
donation to the scholarship 
committee for this purpose. 
Several students applied, and 
after careful consideration 
and a vote by the scholarship 

committee, Jacob “Jake” White 
was chosen as the first recipient 
of this History Scholarship. This 
scholarship is in memory of his 
grandfather Norman “Archie” 
White, a Vietnam Veteran and 
Hero. Years of Service 1968-
1971. United States Army.  Jake 
was a 2021 graduate of Eaton 
High School. He plans to pursue 
a degree in history and teach 
high school when he completes 
his degree. Jake was a member 
of the Eaton Marching Band 
where he was President, and 
received a Directors Award. 

Jake also was the Student 
Council President and served 
as Homecoming Chair. Jake 
is attending the University of 
North Alabama. Jake was a 
guest speaker at the 2020 Hall of 
Honor Induction Ceremony, he 
has also volunteered many hours 
at PCHS with his marketing 
talent. Good Luck Jake in the 
future. If you would like to make 
a donation to the scholarship 
fund, please contact us 937-
787-4256 or contact info@
preblecountyhistoricalsociety.
com 

PCHSPCHS Awards 
History Scholarship
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ProjectsProjects and
  Progress at PCHS

Where do I even begin? 2021 was 
an incredible year with project 
completion. With the leadership 
and organization of our board 
president Harold Niehaus and our 

incredible volunteers, local business donations, grants 
and team of hard working people, we conquered what 
many would make excuses to put off. First, we were 
asked to host the Twin Valley South Prom and we were 
excited to do so. They asked for a dance floor, and we 
made that happen with the help of local businesses 
stepping up to the plate. We planted over 10,000 flower 
bulbs, built a brand new outdoor multi purpose center, 
tackled two new trails, hours of landscaping, mowing, 
painting, and freshening the place up. We hosted over 
18,000 visitors this year at either programs or events. 
We could have never accomplished such a great goal if 
not for our entire support system. We look forward to 
2022 and all the blessings it may bring.
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Celebrating over 60 Years

PCHS2021 Annual 
     meeting

Our annual meeting was once again a huge 
success. We decided to have a historic 
car cruise in with special guests from the 
Model T Club. The parade of historic cars 
poured in, honking their old horns, and 

waving to all of the guests. It was magical. Guests voted 
on their favorite ‘People’s Choice” Awards and all three 
winners left with a great trophy. We had over 50 cars on 
display. What a glorious afternoon. Following the car 
show, we had the annual meeting where we presented our 
3 Volunteer of the Year Awards as well as our 3 Business 
of the Year awards. We recognized   Worley’s Stump 
Grinding, Garden’s Alive and Don’t Bug Me Bug Show as 
our Businesses of the Year and Hannah Schneider, Steve 
and Lisa Souers and Tesha Smith as our Volunteers of the 
Year for 2020. Stephen Bruns, Board Member presented a 
Memorial Bench to Greg Arnett’s family dedicated to his 
time spent here at PCHS. It was a special and rewarding 
event. We look forward to next year. 
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EATON FOOT CARE 
PROFESSIONALS

PODIATRIST
DR. ANTHONY NUMRICH

special izes in the treatment of the feet
and ankles. Treating patients both

surgically and non-surgically.

BRING THIS AD IN FORBRING THIS AD IN FORBRING THIS AD IN FORBRING THIS AD IN FORBRING THIS AD IN FORBRING THIS AD IN FOR

50% OFF50% OFF50% OFF
Deductibles & Co-Insurance (Max $200)

• Bunions • Warts 
• Corns & Calluses 

• Hammertoes • Heel Pain
Ask about our No Out-of-Pocket Expense Plan (Medicare excluded)

We Now Take United 
Health Care & Aetna

Most Insurance & Medicare Accepted

937-472-0102
227 N. Barron Street, Eaton

OFFICE 
HOURS
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PCHSPCHS: Our Historic    
   collection

Digitization Project

The 
digiti-
zation 
project 
be-

gan in early 2021 
when Alyssa Stark, 
former History and 
Education director 
presented a plan 
to the board of 
trustees to begin 
converting our col-
lections to digital 
software so that 
in the future our 
community can 

access our entire 
collection right 
from home. This 
will help us get a 
better idea of what 
we have currently 
stored here at 
PCHS. In the past, 
items were stored 
by subject file, and 
that makes things a 
bit tricky to search 
for. The new sys-
tem will categorize 
our collections by 
accession num-
ber. First, we will 

start by scanning 
all documents, 
photographs, slides 
and negatives, add 
our watermark, 
and log into our 
digital software 
with a full descrip-
tion and a picture 
of that item. Then, 
we will move into 
the large and small 
objects as well as 
our textiles. Well, 
you can imagine 
the amount of 
hours, days, weeks 
and years this will 
take to complete. 
Thanks to a couple 
of grants that we 
received we were 
able to purchase a 
large format high 
resolution scan-
ner, a new camera, 
camera equipment, 
backgrounds, and 
additional funds 
to pay 3 summer 
interns to work on 
the project. We are 
close to completing 
our first 200 fully 
cataloged items. If 
you are interested 
in volunteering 
with this project, 
please contact 
lisa@preblecoun-
tyhistoricalsociety.
com or call 937-
787-4256. Great 
things and up-
grades always hap-
pening at PCHS.
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Where Price & Quality Meet • All Your Home & Agricultural Building Needs

300 S. Main St., Ansonia, OH • M-F 7am-5pm  Sat 7am-Noon

937-337-3111            www.ansonialumber.com
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Roberts
FARM
EQUIPMENT, INC.

 TRACTOR PARTS
New • Rebuilt • Used • All Makes & Models

NEW PARTS AT DISCOUNT PRICES!
Visit us at www.robertstractor.com

11377 St. Rt. 177 & 732 • (Morning Sun) Camden, Ohio 45311
Call Free: 1-800-367-8751 or 513-796-2154 • Fax: 513-796-3404   

M-F 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. • Saturday 8:00 a.m. to 12 Noon

Chances are we have it at 
competitive prices!

Call Us First!

•  Over 4,000 farm tractors & light 
industrial units dismantled

•  Save 50% or more off dealer list 
•  Thousands of new after market 

parts in stock 
•  Ship worldwide daily 

•  Free nationwide parts locator 
service 

•  Same location since 1939
•  We buy late model tractors for 

salvage
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The Preble County Historical Society (PCHS) is a non-profit 
corporation organized in 1971 with the mission to promote 
knowledge of Preble County history and to collect, preserve, 
display, and to maintain materials and objects of all  
types, which have historical interest and significance to 

Preble County.

PCHS provides a unique environment for the organization to pursue 
its mission. The Society provides the opportunity for individuals of all 
ages, abilities, and incomes to experience, imagine, learn, create, and 
welcome the historic flavor of the rich cultural heritage of Preble County 
into their lives. The Center is located near the intersection of three state 
routes (503, 122, and 725) in southeast Preble County. The Center is a 
255-acre farmstead established in 1974 when Sara Swartsel conveyed 
her family farmstead property to the Society. The property includes 255 
acres, including 1860 Sayler-Swartsel farmhouse, 1813 log house, 1855 
smokehouse, Exhibition Hall, Bank Barn, conservation land and over six 
miles of hiking trails.

In 2012, PCHS add The Amphitheater to its property as a venue to 
provide a unique facility for community events: an outdoor classroom 
for hands-on education and demonstrations, educational and 
environmental programming, school and cultural events, musical and 
theatrical performances, and opportunities for corporate, public, non-
profit, and private functions.

PCHS is where history, nature, outdoor activities, educational 
programming, and environmental issues combine to create a unique 
experience for one-time and repeat visitors. The Society strives to honor 
Sara Swartsel’s four objectives for the Center: to beautify the grounds 
through plantings and horticultural activities and to provide areas for such 
activities; to encourage and provide space and facilities for activities of 
cultural and educational nature such as outdoor education, environmental 
studies, musicals, lectures, and the arts; to conduct farming operations as 
an income producing activity and to illustrate and demonstrate agricultural 
activities of the past and present; and to encourage the widest possible 
use of these objectives and purposes, to cooperate with schools and other 
groups in bringing children to the historical society, and to promote and 
encourage its use.

PCHSPCHS:
This Is Who We Are
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MilestonesMilestones:
in the life of the

Preble County Historical Society

1971
Preble County Historical Society 

incorporates.

1974
Sara Swartsel donates the farm where the 
Preble County Historical Center is located.

1975
The 1813 Lewisburg Log House is acquired 

and moved to the Center site.

1976
Hiking trails and bird blind are established 

by the Miami University Institute of 
Environmental Sciences.

1983
New exhibition building is constructed at 

the Center.

1984
Herb Garden is established and dedicated.

1985
1855 Smoke House is donated and

moved to the Center.

1986
New maintenance and storage building is 

erected.

1989
Society obtains full ownership of property.

1990
Full-time executive director is hired.

1991
New garage used for storage and public 

restroom facilities is constructed.

1992
Heritage Apple Orchard is dedicated.

Preble County History Book is published.

1994
American Association for State and 

Local History grant is awarded to train 
the executive director and registrar on 

professional museum collection practices.

1995
Professional Museum Assessment Plan is 

implemented.

1996
25th Anniversary of PCHS

1998
Whispering Oak Historical Museum opens 

as satellite of PCHS (closed in 2002).

2000
Garber Farm Project begins.

State of Ohio funds Master Plan 
development.

2001
Comprehensive Master Plan is completed.

Professional Museum Conservation 
Assessment is implemented.

2002
The Master Plan Implementation Plan is 

developed.
Preble County’s Ohio Bicentennial Bell 

Casting is held at the Center on July 6&7.

2003
Clean Ohio Conservation Grant is awarded, 

providing funds for the purchase of 19.7 
acres of adjoining property.

2011
40th Anniversary of PCHS is celebrated with 

the creation of the Sara Swartsel Preble 

County Hall of Honor in collaboration  

with The Register-Herald, PCHS partners in 

recording the history of Preble County.

Bridges, Bikes, and Blues Inaugural Event 

is held at the Center and travels through all 

the county’s covered bridges to downtown 

Eaton for music and festivities.

First All-Hallows Eve Event is held 

at the Center.

2012
Construction begins on The Amphitheater.

Grand Opening of The Amphitheater!

Second Hall of Honor Induction Ceremony

2013
First Full Season of The Amphitheater   

Third Hall of Honor Induction Ceremony

104-Acre Conservation Reserve Program 

Approval

2014
Fourth Hall of Honor Induction Ceremony

The Amphitheater Project is fully funded!

New Executive Director is hired!

2016

2018

Sixth Hall of Honor Induction Ceremony. 

Hired our first full-time summer intern to help 

with marketing at PCHS.

New gate installed for entrance of the 
Amphitheater. Received a grant from Ohio 

Facilities Construction Commission to 
update our Exhibit Hall. The morton building 

will be insulated, dry walled and climate 
control to preserve our artifacts. Thanks to 

Lowman’s Heating and Air for donating a 
new HVAC system.

Sayler-Swartsel house repainted
Grand Re-Opening of our Exhibit Hall

New Events: Haunted Hayride, Pumpkin 
Glow at PCHS and Back to the USO: Living 

History Event

2015

2017

2019

2020

Aukerman Creek Restoration Project: 

Stream Restoration and Native Species 

Planting

Fifth Hall of Honor Induction Ceremony

 New picnic pads and sidewalks were put in 
around the meadow area of PCHS. We also 
received new picnic tables for the pads and 
trashcans. Another picnic pad was installed 

in the amphitheater area where our pop/
beer tent is placed during our events. New 

gravel was added to the Amphitheater  
parking lot.

New events in 2017: Titanic Tea, WWI Exhibit 
and reenactment, Mound Hill Cemetery 

Historic Tours, Ghost Tours at Sayler-
Swartsel house and Symphony on the Farm 

with Richmond Symphony Orchestra.
Start of the Historic Plaque Program

Seventh Hall of Honor Induction Ceremony.

New Preble County Historical Society Signs 
installed by St. Rt. 122

New Events: The Sweeter Side: Wine Tasting 
and Chocolate. We collaborated with Old 
Mason Winery, Speakers Series at PCHS 

(March, June, September and December).
Ninth Hall of Honor Induction Ceremony

2 New Directors Hired.
Director of Business and Marketing.
Director of History and Education.

First Historic Plaque Donated.
Amphitheater reopens with fresh new acts.

Smoke House Repainted.
Tenth Hall of Honor Induction Ceremony.

Endowment Fund Set Up.

Over the past 50 years, the Preble County Historical Society has experienced 
many milestones in its development.  Most notable of these are the following:

2005
National Endowment for the Humanities 

grant of $5000 is awarded for collections 
conservation improvements.

Bank Barn undergoes major foundation and 
drainage upgrades.

2006
State of Ohio awards society Capitol budget 

funds of $100,000 for development.

2007
Society hosts the Smithsonian Institution 
Traveling Exhibit titled: Covered Bridges: 

Spanning the American Landscape.

2008
Clean Ohio Conservation Grant for wetland 

and conservation enhancements is awarded.
State of Ohio awards society Capitol budget 
funds of $250,000 for development of the

amphitheater project.
Sinclair Community College Service

Learning project begins.

2009
Wetland is restored, interpretive signage 

installed.

2010
Amphitheater fundraising begins.

Wetland Reserve Program application 
process begins.

Preble County One-Room Schoolhouse book 
is published.

1813 Lewisburg Log House roof replacement 
by volunteers

Miami University Institute of Environmental 
Sciences Public Service Project completed: 

Historic Wetland Education
First Preble County Barn Tour and Dinner 

conducted in collaboration with the Preble 
County Art Association.

2004
Site Interpretive Plan is developed.

Sayler-Swartsel House is renovated with 
handicap restroom and ramp installed.

2021
50th Anniversary of PCHS

New Executive Director Named
New Dance Floor for Events

2 New Trails Added
New Outdoor Education and Event Center 

Wetland Restoration Project
Collections Digitization Begins

Record Attendance for Fireworks
History Study Group Formed

Trail Club Formed
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www.walnutharvestAuctions.com 
www.walnutharvestauctions.hibid.com 

History Study Group!
This year, we revised and brought back the forever favorite Antique Study 
group changing it’s name to the History Study Group. Once a month, folks 
were invited to a free educational program highlighting a different theme 
each month. Alyssa Stark, Director and Cody Miller, Board Member set these 
programs in motion. Some of them included a visit to the Preble County 
Courthouse, where we were given a behind the scenes tour, including the old 
jail and we even got to go on the roof. We also had programs presented such as 
the battle of Ft. St. Clair, Ford and Historic Cars, and a Mills program. We plan 
on continuing this program in 2022 so make sure you are on our mailing list. 

Everyday Activities at PCHS

Trail Club/Trail Project
In 2020, we were hit with Covid-19 and people were looking for activities to take 
part in that were outside. We have a little over 250 acres here on the farm, and we 
had 3 beautiful trails at the time, so the trail club was formed. We decided to host 
a trail club meeting once a month on a Tuesday night in 2021. We hiked many 
miles, looked for butterflies, native and invasive species and explored the creeks. 
Thanks to Shawn Dougherty, Board Vice-President, Jon Cooper, Board Member, 
Taylour Steinhurst, Harold Niehaus, Board President, Our summer interns, 
Rick, Mason and Matt, the Eaton Boy Scouts, Mark Schwab, John Schwab, Joe 
Bradley and Rick Hunter for the countless hours spent on the trails this summer. 
Together, we were able to add two brand new trails to our map. We now have 5 
beautiful hiking trails for exploring in 2022. Please take a moment to check them 
out. The trails are OPEN 7 days a week from dawn until dusk.
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Personal Information

 Name: ________________________________________________________________________________

 Address:  _________________________________________________ State: ________  Zip: _________

 Phone:  _______________________________________________________________________________

 Email:  _______________________________________________________________________________

Please make checks payable to Preble County Historical Society, mail form to PCHS, 7693 Swartsel, Eaton, Ohio 45320

Thank you for your commitment to our heritage.

50th anniversay edition

“To be the resource to preserve and promote the knowledge and history of 
Preble County for all generations.”

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT PCHS:
Phone: 937-787-4256  |  Email: info@preblecountyhistoricalsociety.com  |  Web site at:  www.preblecountyhistoricalsociety.com

Facebook at:  Preble County Historical Society  |  7693 Swartsel Road   Eaton OH 45320

2022 Membership Form

 Individual - $25

 Golden Anniversary - $50

 VIP - $250

 Executive - $500

 Other - _________

Membership Levels

Join Us for Your Favorite Events!
•	Fireworks
•	Bridges, Bikes and Blues
•	Summer Concerts
•	Weddings

•	Educational Programs
•	Haunt Fest
•	Christmas Dinners
•	Trivia Night

The society is a 501c3 nonprofit and operates on your generosity. Your fully tax-deductible additional donations, 
gift memberships, bequests or memorial donations will help us greatly! Please consider an additional gift.

I can also donate:
$___________ Memorial or Annual Fund Gift

Select Your Payment Method by either Credit Card or Check

Membership Amount: $ ______________ + Additional Gifts: $ ___________= Total Contributions: $ ___________________

Credit Card: # __________________ Exp. Date: _______________CVC: _____________________  Signature: ______________
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With a ClimateMaster Geothermal Heat 
Pump System, you get a 30% tax credit and 
can save up to 80% on your energy bill. 
ClimateMaster uses geothermal energy to 
tap the constant temperature of the earth, 
while keeping your home comfortable year-
round. Plus, a new system usually pays for 
itself in about 5 years and is a cleaner choice 
for the environment. Ready to change the 
way you think about heating and cooling 
your home. For more information call us 
today.

• HVAC CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS
• GEOTHERMAL ELITE SPECIALIST
• RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL  
        SALES & SERVICE
• COMMERCIAL REFRIGERATION
• 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
  

TOLL FREE ....... 1-800-597-1111
EATON .............. (937) 456-7777
NEW PARIS ....... (937) 437-1111
RICHMOND ...... (765) 962-1111   
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1131 N. Barron
Eaton, Ohio

937-456-6939
75 N. Brookwood

Hamilton, Ohio
513-892-3700

5200 College Corner Pike
Oxford, Ohio

513-523-4310
4 S. Main St.

Camden, Ohio
937-452-3500

3215 E. Main St.
Richmond, Indiana

1-888-654-5363
197 S. Main St.

Somerville, Ohio
513-726-6471

600 S. Barron
Eaton, Ohio

937-456-5588
695 W. Main St.

New Lebanon, Ohio
937-770-4888O
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EIGHT GREAT LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!

Congratulations
2021

Hall of Honor
Inductees


