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By Kelsey Kimbler
kkimbler@registerherald.com

EATON — Preble County Veterans 
Services took a group of 53 veterans 
and their families to Washington D.C., 
Thursday, May 16 through Saturday, 
May 18. The group had the opportunity 
to visit Arlington Cemetery, the U.S. 
Marine Corps War Memorial, WWII 
Memorial, Vietnam Veterans Memorial, 
Korean War Veterans Memorial, the 
Lincoln Memorial, and the Flight 93 
National Memorial.

This trip was the sixth under the 
direction of Director Terry Pender-
graft, who also retired this year. It is 
funded by donations by the American 
Legion, Preble County Honor Guard, 
and private individuals. The remaining 
funds were contributed by the veterans 
attending the trip.

The trip began early morning on 
Thursday, May 16, with a police escort 
from Preble County to the Montgomery 
County line. According to Pendergraft, 
the City of Eaton Police and Preble 
County Sheriff’s Office are instrumen-
tal in planning this trip. Their partici-
pation helps to make the veterans who 
attend feel special.

“We appreciate all the effort they put 
in to support the veterans as well as we 
support the FOP, Sheriff’s Office, and 
everything. When these guys see these 
lights come on and the police escort 
leading us out of town, it gives them a 
lot of respect for the police officers and 
it really gets their energy up and gets 
them energized as we’re being escorted 
out of town,” Pendergraft said.

“Likewise, we’ll call Sheriff Mike 

PC veterans travel 
to Washington D.C.

Kelsey Kimbler | The Register-Herald
Preble County Veterans Services took a group of 53 veterans and their families to Washington D.C. 
from Thursday, May 16 through Saturday, May 18.

See TRAVEL | 5
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By Kelsey Kimbler
kkimbler@registerherald.com

COLUMBUS — On the way to Wash-
ington D.C. with Preble County Veteran 
Services on Thursday, May 16, the bus 
load of veterans stopped at the Ohio State-
house to visit with legislators.

Jon Husted and Deborah Ashenhurst 
were both able to say farewell to Preble 
County’s veterans as they headed off to 
Washington D.C.

Deborah Ashenhurt was appointed 
Director of the Ohio Department of Vet-
eran Services on Jan. 14. In her military 
career and beyond, she has received 
numerous awards and decorations includ-
ing the Army Distinguished Service 
Medal, Legion of Merit, Meritorious 
Service Medal and the Join Service Com-
mendation Medal.

Ashenhurst was the first on the bus to 
talk to the veterans.

“I am here for you for whatever needs 
you have, to make sure that you are con-
nected to your benefits and anything 
that we can do to help along those lines. 
Mostly, I am just so excited that you made 
this stop today, because I think this is a 
cool trip. I am very excited about this 
trip,” she said.

“I have been to the Nation’s Capital 
more times than I can tell you, but every 
time I am excited. Every time I look at 

the monuments and all that is there to 
recognize the services and sacrifices of 
our veteran’s, I get choked up. My favorite 
[monument] is the Korean Memorial.

“When we go to the new World War II 
monument, find the Ohio Pillar and make 
sure you get your picture taken, but take 
time to recognize all the symbology that is 
built into it, because it is very meaningful. 
It gives you the true sense to the thought 
that went into it.

“I’ve probably seen war memorials and 
tributes to service members in probably 
eight or nine different countries, but none 
of them stack up to what we do here in 
the United States to recognize and pay 
tribute to our service members. I am 
really glad you’re getting this trip, but 
take time to enjoy and interact with each 
other.”

On Nov. 6, 2018, Jon Husted was 
elected to serve as the 66th Lt. Governor 

of the State of Ohio. Husted served as the 
53rd Ohio Secretary of State, the 99th 
Speaker of the Ohio House of Representa-
tives, and a member of the Ohio Senate.

Husted welcomed the veterans to 
Columbus and thanked them for their ser-
vice to the country.

“[We] just wanted to send you our best 
wishes and say thank you for your service. 
When you have a little more time to stop 
in Columbus, if you haven’t been to the 
National Veteran’s Museum, it is outstand-
ing. It is a true treasure. I hope, someday, 
you will get a chance to visit that,” he 
said.

“It is an honor for me to step on the bus 
and say hello and wish you a great and 
enjoyable journey. One of the things I love 
most about my job, are all the different 
people you get to meet and all the won-
derful things the people you’ve encoun-
tered have done out there to serve others.

“I talk about this wherever I can, service 
is the ultimate thing we do for each other. 
We take our god given talents and bless-
ing and do with them to help others. I try 
to talk with my children about that and 
I try to talk to people everywhere. That 
is what I view public service as being, is 
helping people in their daily lives, lifting 
each other up, we all become better, and it 
is more rewarding.”
Reach Kelsey Kimbler at 937-683-4061 or on Twitter  
@KKimbler_RH

Veterans make special stop at Ohio Statehouse

Kelsey Kimbler | The Register-Herald
On the way to Washington D.C. with Preble County Veterans Services on Thursday, May 16, the bus 
load of veterans stopped at the Ohio Statehouse to visit with legislators.

By Kelsey Kimbler
kkimbler@registerherald.com

WASHINGTON, D.C. — In May, Preble County Veter-
ans Services took a group of 29 veterans and their fami-
lies to Washington D.C. to explore the nation’s capital 
and the monuments constructed to honor their service. 
Veterans from different eras were able to attend this trip, 
but only three of those individuals were female veterans.

One was Julie Neaveill, who went into the military 
right out of high school, and served in the Air Force. She 
worked in a hospital in the Intensive Care Unit, due to a 
computer glitch. There she learned “so much” and was 
able to care for many.

In Japan, she worked in an OB/GYN and Surgery clin-
ic and traveled a lot. She started having health troubles 
herself and was discharged.

To her, the people she worked with became her family. 

She never experienced discrimination for being a female 
veteran, but she saw others be harassed and belittled.

“If you stayed in your group, you did things together 
as a whole group. Being away from home and everything 
was okay, because the people you worked with became 
your family. We had a hard time, we lost a lot of patients. 
They sent the worse patients to us, throughout the  

‘Only 3 on the bus:’ female veterans visit D.C.

See FEMALE VETS | 17
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Simpson when we’re almost back 
into Preble County. It will be dark, 
the lights will come on, and they 
will pick us up and take us back into 
Preble County. These guys will wake 
up about that time and will be very 
excited. It will give them that last bit 
of energy to get us over the hump, 
off the bus, and back home. It is a 
good experience.”

Pendergraft added, it is important 
for Veterans Services to host the 
Washington D.C. trip because of the 
many veterans have never been to 
the Nation’s Capital before.

“It is important, especially on this 
trip, because we had so many new 
veterans who had never been to D.C. 
before and they couldn’t afford to go. 
We were able to raise enough money 

to afford them the opportunity to go 
with us. That gives me chills to be 
able to do that, I’m very humbled by 
that,” he said.

Veteran Lee Houston has traveled 
to Washington D.C. with Veterans 
Services once before. He found the 
trip to be educational and fun, as his 
last trip with Veterans Services was 
his first trip to Washington D.C.

“I think the Korean War Memorial 
was my favorite thing we saw when 
in D.C. That was the time when I 
was born and its not like anything 
else I’ve ever seen before,” Houston 
said. “This trip gets the veterans 
together, for one. We get to know 
each other, enjoy the fellowship, and 
share experiences. Then there are 
the things we get to see. A lot of us 
wouldn’t make the trip here by our-
selves.”

City of Eaton Mayor Gary Wagner 
even attended the veterans trip,  
both as a local leader and as a vet-

eran himself.
“This trip was very well organized 

and I can’t thank Terry Pendergraft 
enough for all he has done. I wish 
him the best going forward,” Wagner 
said. “The Korean Memorial was my 
favorite, because it looks so real. It 
really looked like those soldiers in 
that field were looking at you. The 
one that impressed me the most was 
that last soldier, who was looking to 
see if anyone was behind him.

“It is important for veterans 
services to have this trip, because 
maybe your normal veteran can’t 
drive all the way there and so they’ll 
never see those memorials. I think it 
is a good thing to get these veterans 
together to go on this trip. It is good 
to have that fellowship.”

Reach Kelsey Kimbler at 937-683-4061 or on 
Twitter @KKimbler_RH

From page 3

Travel

Kelsey Kimbler | The Register-Herald
The veterans who made the journey with Preble County 
Veterans Services visited the war memorials while in 
Washington D.C.More TRAVEL PHOTOS  |  7, 13, & 15
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By Kelsey Kimbler
kkimbler@registerherald.com

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Officially, 
29 veterans and their families attended 
the Preble County Veterans Services 
Washington D.C. trip this past May. 
However, one veteran took it upon 
himself to bring two silent guests.

Veteran Steve Favorite brought the 
dog tags of his father and the dog tags 
of veteran Howard S. Rinehart with 
him to the Nation’s capital.

The Favorites bought a couple aban-
doned houses across from the Preble 
County Fairgrounds. When sorting 
through the contents, he and his wife 
founds an old pair of dog tags belong-
ing to Howard S. Rinehart.

Favorite took them home and hung 
them for awhile. Then, the family 
started doing research on the individu-
al to learn more about his life. He even 
made a post on Facebook, looking for 
Rinehart’s family, but to no avail.

“He was a test pilot for the Wright 
Brothers in the late 1800s. Evidently, 
all of his family is gone. He was from 
Preble County, from Eaton,” Favor-
ite said. “I took the tags with me to 
Washington, D.C. to show him a little 
respect. We’re going to hang his tags 
at American Legion Post 215 with all 
of his information, rather than lay him 
in a box somewhere.

“We want to show him some 
respect. He is a veteran — he is one 
of us!”

Favorite also brought his father’s 
dog tags with him.

“He passed away in 1955. He was 
in World War II,” he said. “I brought 
both sets of tags with me and actually 
dipped them in the fountain. I wanted 
to show respect for my father and this 
gentleman.”

For Favorite, it was special to have 
both veterans “heart to heart” with 
him during this trip to Washington, 
D.C.

“There is no closer relationship than 
a military brother. There isn’t any. 
You’re fighting for a war, but you’re 
also fighting for that brother beside 
you,” he said.

Reach Kelsey Kimbler at 937-683-4061 or on Twitter 
@KKimbler_RH

Dog tags: showing military brothers respect

Kelsey Kimbler | The Register-Herald
Veteran Steve Favorite brought the dog tags of 
his father and the dog tags of veteran Howard S. 
Rinehart with him on the Preble County Veteran 
Services Washington, D.C. trip. For Favorite, it was 
about showing a “military brother” respect.
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Travel photos

Kelsey Kimbler | The Register-Herald
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By Kelsey Kimbler
kkimbler@registerherald.com

WASHINGTON, D.C. — With the 
help of Preble County Commissioner 
Chris Day, Terry Brown compiled a list 
of Preble County veterans who were 
killed during the Vietnam War.

During the Preble County Veterans’ 
Services trip in May, the group of 53 
had the opportunity to visit the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial. This U.S. national 
memorial spans two acres and aims 
to honor service members of the U.S. 
armed forces who fought in the Vietnam 
War, service members who died in ser-
vice in Vietnam/South East Asia, and 
those service members who were unac-
counted for during the war.

According to the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial Fund, as of May 2019, there 

are 58,276 names on the wall. The origi-
nal 57,939 names were grit-blasted in 
Memphis, Tenn., using industrial equip-
ment and stencils produced through a 
photographic process.

The names were provided by the 
Department of Defense, which compiled 
a list of combat zone casualties accord-
ing to Presidential Executive Order 
#11216, handed down by President 
Lyndon B. Johnson on April 24, 1965. It 
specified Vietnam and adjacent coastal 
waters as a combat zone. This zone was 
expanded to include Laos, Cambodia, 
and Air Force bases in Thailand.

The names of eight women, all nurs-
es, are inscribed on the wall. Seven are 
from the U.S. Army and one is from the 
Air Force.

Many who visit the wall take the time 
to do a name rubbing — using paper 

and pencil - of their lost veterans.
Brown compiled a rubbing of all 15 

Preble County veterans’ names which 
are displayed on the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial. This idea stemmed from his 
own visit four or five years ago, where 
he did a name rubbing of someone he 
knew.

“I thought it would be kind of neat 
to get all the names, bring them back, 
frame them, and put them in the trav-
eling legion trailer,” he said. “I walk 
through Fort St. Clair a lot and there is 
a plaque with a flag pole there that has 
all the names on there. I took a photo of 
that and wrote all the names down.”

Brown looked up the names on the 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial using the 
website and directory available on site. 

Veterans Services trip honors PC Vietnam veterans

Kelsey Kimbler | The Register-Herald
With the help of Preble County Commissioner Chris Day, 
Veteran Terry Brown compiled a list of Preble County 
Veterans who were killed during the Vietnam War. See VIETNAM | 16
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By Kelsey Kimbler
kkimbler@registerherald.com

EATON — Terry Pendergraft 
served his last day as the Director 
of Preble County Veteran Services 
on Friday, May 31. He has been 
the director of Preble County Vet-
erans Services since 2002, making 
it 17 years he had the position.

As director of Preble County 
Veteran Services, Pendergraft has 
helped many local veterans file 
for their benefits. This helps both 
the veterans and Preble County 
as a whole. As benefits go to the 
veterans, the large majority of that 
money is spent in Preble County, 
according to Pendergraft.

Pendergraft recently took a 
group of 53 veterans and their 
families to Washington D.C. on 
the Veteran Services Trip. This 
was his last trip as Director of Vet-
eran Services.

“It is kind of bittersweet. I love 
doing this and I know the right 
time to pass the torch is now. I 
will miss it deeply,” he said.

When he retires, Pendergraft 
plans to travel. He already has 

seven cruises booked for the next 
year and a half. He would also like 
to go to different locations within 
the United States.

The new director of Preble 
County Veteran Services is Cole 
French. Pendergraft believes as he 
grows in the position, he will be 
successful with the support of the 
county veterans.

“It is going to be a lot for him 
going in. It is a very challenging 
position. You have the opportuni-
ty to afford your veterans the best 
care that any county can offer. You 
have a great board to work with, 

a great staff, and county commis-
sioners who support you,” he said.

“As you grow with the job and 
your skills become equal to your 
position, I think you’re going to 
get rewards as you earn the trust 
of your veterans. You will be very 
successful.”

As he moves onto this next 
chapter of his life, Pendergraft 
is thinking of the veterans he is 
leaving behind fondly. He is leav-
ing due to health issues and will 
always remember the years he 
spent serving Preble County Vet-
eran Services.

“It has been a wonderful experi-
ence. It is bittersweet and I really 
don’t want to go, but I have some 
health issues and I want to leave 
the job on my terms. I want to 
leave the county in good hands. 
Now is the time for me to go,” he 
said.

“I would like to say that I hope 
that my service to [the veterans] 
was as good as I think it was. I am 
proud to have been able to help 
them.”
Reach Kelsey Kimbler at 937-683-4061 or 
on Twitter @KKimbler_RH

Terry Pendergraft retires 
from Veteran Services

Kelsey Kimbler | The Register-Herald
Terry Pendergraft served his last date 
as the Director of Preble County Veteran 
Services on Friday, May 31. He has been 
the Director of Preble County Veteran 
Services since 2002, making it 17 years 
he held the position.

By Kelsey Kimbler
kkimbler@registerherald.com

WASHINGTON, D.C. — 
At the end of the Veteran 
Services’ Washington, D.C. 
trip in May, Joseph Wade 
Miller, Chief of Staff for 
Congressman Chip Roy, 
spoke to the gathered vet-
erans about his service and 
problems veterans might 
have with securing their 
benefits.

“I am a conservative 
right-winger, but veterans 
issues are bipartisan issues 
and it is something that 
there is, thankfully, a lot of 
consensus on how we take 
care of veteran’s, how do we 
move the ball forward, how 
do we improve healthcare, 
and how do we improve the 
services and benefits,” he 
said. “In my experience, on 
Capitol Hill, one of the true 
bright spots are the Veteran 
Service Officers (VSO) who 
help veterans navigate prob-
lems in the VA.”

He also talked about 
being a patient at the VA, 
the “bureaucracy” he expe-
rienced, and the problems 
with resource and allocation.

“Fortunately, for the 
veterans that are coming 
out now, it is a little more 
streamlined and quicker. 
When I went through it, 
it was years of waiting to 
get your ratings back. Let’s 
say if you wanted to see a 
dermatologist, you would 
have to set an appointment 
with your primary care doc-
tor, you would have to wait 
a couple of months to have 
that appointment, then you 
would go there and wait for 
three or four hours in the 
waiting room — sometimes 
shorter, you would get seen 
and then she would refer 
you to a dermatologist and 
you would have to wait two 
or three months to go to 
that. You may have a mole 
that needs to get checked 

Veterans hear from 
Miller regarding 
securing benefits

See BENEFITS | 16
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By Kelsey Kimbler
kkimbler@registerherald.com

SOMSERSET COUNTY, PENN-
SYLVANIA — On their last day in 
Washington, D.C., with the bus already 
loaded and ready to leave town, the 
Preble County Veterans Services travel-
ers meant to stop at the Capitol Build-
ing. But a closure there led the group 
to an alternate, meaningful location. 

All roads leading to the Capitol were 
closed to traffic and the building itself 
was closed to the public.

Director Terry Pendergraft had to 
figure out one more stop for the bus-
load of veterans. They left Washington, 
D.C., but as a surprise to the 53 bus 
riders, they took a detour to Somerset 
County, Pennsylvania to the Flight 93 
Memorial.

The Flight 93 National Memo-
rial is located at the site of the crash 
of United Airlines Flight 93, which 
was hijacked in the Sept. 11 attacks, 
in Stonycreek Township, Somerset 
County, Pennsylvania. The memorial 

was made to honor the passengers and 
crew of Flight 93, who stopped the 
terrorists from reaching their target by 
fighting the hijackers.

A temporary memorial to the 40 
victims was established soon after the 

crash, and the first phase of the perma-
nent memorial was completed, opened, 
and dedicated on Sept. 10, 2011. The 
design for the memorial is a modi-
fied version of the entry Crescent of 
Embrace by Paul and Milena Murdoch.

A concrete and glass visitor center 
was opened on Sept. 10, 2015, situated 
on a hill overlooking the crash site and 
the white marble Wall of Names. An 
observation platform at the visitor cen-
ter and the white marble wall are both 
aligned beneath the path of Flight 93.

Most of Preble County’s Veteran’s 
Services Trip had never been to the 
Flight 93 National Memorial. In fact, 
the Veteran’s Trip had never before 
made a stop at this famed memorial.

Many on the trip reported this 
impromptu stop as their favorite part 
of the 2019 Preble County Veteran’s 
Services Washington D.C. trip.

“Flight 93 Memorial was phenom-
enal. It was very touching. Thinking 
of the men and women who gave their 
lives, freely, as heroes. It was my first 
time ever seeing this memorial,” Vet-
eran Lee Houston said.

“Stopping here, at this memorial, 
was amazing,” Veteran Randy Call 
added.

Reach Kelsey Kimbler at 937-683-4061 or on Twitter  
@KKimbler_RH

By Kelsey Kimbler
kkimbler@registerherald.com

EATON — Cole French is 
the new Preble County Veter-
an Services Director, effective 
June 1. Before Terry Pender-
graft’s retirement, French had 
the opportunity to shadow 
him and even go on the Veter-
an Services’ Washington D.C. 
trip in mid-May.

French is from Preble 
County and graduated from 
Eaton High School. He joined 

the army after graduation 
and served for five years. He 
recently got out of the army 
and came across the job post-
ing for Veteran Services Direc-
tor.

Being a veteran, he thought 
it was a good opportunity to 
help fellow veterans in Preble 
County. He thought it would 
be a good fit for him and give 
him a chance to really help 
people.

According to French, 
Pendergraft left the organiza-

tion “in a good spot” and he 
intends to keep that momen-
tum going.

“[From shadowing Pender-
graft] I learned how the office 
works, runs, and the systems 
he has in place. A lot of the 
systems he has are good, so I 
plan on keeping the same sys-
tems,” French said.

“[From the Washington 
D.C. trip] I’ve learned it really 
means a lot to the veterans to 
see the memorials. I’ve also 
learned that it takes a lot of 

patience to plan something 
like this and implement it.”

French had a simple mes-
sage for the veterans he will 
be serving in his new position: 
come in and talk to him with 
any issues you’re having. He is 
here to help.

“I am very open, easy guy 
to talk to. I’m willing to help 
anybody and everybody. Don’t 
hesitate to come in for help,” 
he said.
Reach Kelsey Kimbler at 937-683-4061 or 
on Twitter @KKimbler_RH

Introducing Veteran Services’ new director

Kelsey Kimbler | The Register-Herald
Cole French is the new Preble County 
Veteran Services Director, effective 
June 1.

Veterans take detour, visit Flight 93 Memorial

Kelsey Kimbler | The Register-Herald
For the first time, the Preble County Veterans Services travelers stopped at the Flight 93 National 
Memorial on their way back to Preble County.
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Travel photos cont.

Photos by Kelsey Kimbler | The Register-Herald
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Kelsey Kimbler | The Register-Herald
Preble County Veteran Services took 29 veterans and their families to Washington, D.C. May 16-18. For many of 
these men and women, this was the first time they ever visited the nation’s capital.a

By Kelsey Kimbler
kkimbler@registerherald.com

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Preble 
County Veteran Services took 29 
veterans and their families to Wash-
ington, D.C. May 16-18. For many 
of these men and women, this was 
the first time they ever visited the 
nation’s capital.

Marvin Deaton served during 
the Vietnam era. He went into the 
service in 1965 and left in 1968. 
He spent 31 months in Germany, 
where he was put on radar and 
attended radar school. He eventu-
ally took over the radar section for 
a year.

He wanted to go on the Veteran 
Services trip because he had never 

seen Washington, D.C. He wanted 
to see all of the memorials, but the 
Korean War Memorial stood out in 
his memory.

“I enjoyed being around other 
veterans and getting to know them. 
I enjoyed that,” he said. “D.C. was 
a great city. I don’t think I would 
want to live there, but I loved see-
ing it. I enjoyed the whole trip.”

Veston R. Kidd served during the 
Vietnam era as well. He was in the 
air force for 20 years, as he went 
in when he was 18 years old. He 
joined the trip, because he wanted 
to see all the memorials and inter-
act with fellow veterans. His favor-
ite memorial was the World War II 

Veterans see Washington, D.C. for first time

See FIRST | 15
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Memorial, because his father was in 
WWII and talked about it often.

“To see the way the American 
people have honored the veterans. I 
think they were done wrong when they 
came back from Vietnam, and now to 
see they are accepted for and honored 
for their service means a lot to me,” he 
said. “The camaraderie with other vet-
erans was good and I will remember 
that.”

Roger Hall had one tour in Vietnam 
for the Marine Corps. He saw the Vet-
eran Service Trip as his last opportu-
nity to visit Washington, D.C. and see 
all of the memorials.

“It was a privilege to visit Wash-
ington, D.C. I was looking forward 
to seeing all of it, the entire package, 
but I really wanted to see the Vietnam 
Wall,” he said. “It was a very good trip 
and a very good weekend. My favorite 
thing to see was the Lincoln Memo-
rial.

“I also liked seeing the Iwo Jima 
Memorial, because my dad was in Iwo 
Jima. I tried to compare his experience 
to mine. It felt like a piece of my dad 
was there, because he was right there.”

Randy Call served during the Viet-
nam era. He was drafted in 1969 and 
was in the service until 1971. Like the 
veterans above, he had never been to 
Washington D.C. before the trip with 

Veteran Services.
“It was a beautiful trip. I’ve never 

been to D.C. and that is why we 
decided to go. I liked the World War 
II Memorial the best. We did get to 
help people find names on the Vietnam 
Wall. That really made me feel good,” 
he said. “We’re getting older and a lot 
of us don’t want to drive that far.

“That’s why I never went before 
now. I’ve always wanted to go, but I 
got older and decided I didn’t want to 
drive that far. Too much traffic, and 
after being there and seeing it, the traf-
fic is unreal. I’m glad we went on the 
bus. We went with friends we know.

“I finished something on my bucket 
list with this trip.”
Reach Kelsey Kimbler at 937-683-4061 or on Twitter 
@KKimbler_RH

Kelsey Kimbler | The Register-Herald
This was the first time Veston R. Kidd (left) 
and Roger Hall (right) had ever been to 
Washington, D.C.

From page 14

First Travel photos cont.

Kelsey Kimbler | The Register-Herald
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out, and in that instance, days 
matter,” he said.

“Those are the types of 
issues we are kind of still deal-
ing with and we’re trying to 
figure out where there is agree-
ment on how we can fix these 
things. Like veteran’s choice 
programs, which we are try-
ing to push out there to give 
veteran’s more options. Part 
of the difficulty of that is, the 
first iteration of anything is an 
idea, so we are going through 
second, third, and fourth itera-
tions and revisions on how we 
make that better. How we do 
that while making sure we have 
a robust, strong VA Center.

“There are all sorts of things 

out there for veteran’s. I think, 
selfishly, I’m a little biased, 
but I think once a veteran has 
served, they need to be taken 

care of to the degree possible 
within our means. Especially 
if they incurred injuries in 
service or training, that is a 
priority. To the degree we can 
help them after, whether that is 
prioritization in federal hiring. 
There are all sorts of things we 
can look at and try to tweak 
and make sure this country is 
recognizing the service of vet-
erans. We want to make sure 
veterans are prioritized when 
it comes to these types of ben-
efits within our means.

“The big problem I see, as a 
veteran, is we are often used 
as a shield to get everything 
else done. All sorts of spending 
and programs - by the way, this 
is also a bipartisan problem. 
If we don’t bust the spending 
caps this year, we are going 
to have trillion dollar deficits. 
The excuse for it is, we have to 

fund the military and veterans. 
They use that as an excuse to 
say we have to blow spending 
out of the water on everything 
else.

“We have to figure out how 
to pay for guns and butter. 
Right now, the argument is, 
we have to pay for guns and 
therefore we’re going to spend 
a bunch of money on butter. 
There are a lot of important 
stuff in butter that we defi-
nitely have to fund: medicare, 
social security, and some edu-
cation. We are used as a shield! 
Veterans need to speak out and 
make their voices heard and 
say, ‘We do need to take care 
of the veterans community, but 
don’t use me as an excuse for 
why my grandson is going to 
be saddled with a trillion plus 
dollars a year in debt, because 
you all in Congress won’t make 

tough decisions.’
“Speak up. They need the 

veteran community to stand 
up and support them when 
you think they’re doing the 
right thing. It goes the other 
way. If you think they’re doing 
the wrong thing, you need to 
speak up and tell them enough 
is enough. We get that on both 
sides of the spectrum, because 
veterans are not a monolithic 
groups, they cover the full 
political spectrum. We get calls 
from veterans on both sides.

“The problem is, members of 
Congress aren’t having those 
difficult conversations. We need 
to have an outside voice, stand 
up, give our elected officials 
some clarity on what we expect 
them to do with our dollars and 
how they can help us.”
Reach Kelsey Kimbler at 937-683-4061 or 
on Twitter @KKimbler_RH

There they located the section of the 
names, so they could get all 15 name rub-
bings done in a short period of time.

“It was kind of sentimental. It is hard to 
explain,” Brown said. “I thought it would 
be something that nobody has done. I 
thought it would be nice to know who all 

the guys are from the county.”
For his part, Commissioner Day said 

he didn’t know of the plan until the group 
was on their way to the memorial. He 
noted, he didn’t know most of the Preble 
County veteran’s honored on the wall per-
sonally, but his dad and uncles knew a lot 
of these men.

“I thought that would be a great way to 
do a tribute to the people who lost their 
lives over there, and bring those back, for 
the people that may never get to go out 

there to the wall and see them,” Day said. 
“This is one more part of history that 
memorializes what these folks gave — 
they gave the ultimate sacrifice for their 
country and county.

“They’re recognized in D.C., but it 
brings it back and shows people that these 
folks are actually recognized for the sac-
rifice that they and their families made. I 
really appreciate people wanting to do this 
historical stuff. A lot of people haven’t had 
the opportunity to go to D.C. and see the 

different monuments and see the veterans 
when they go out there and how emo-
tional it is for them.

“This is a little way we can bring this 
back to Preble County. Who knows, some-
body’s grandson or great-grandson may be 
able to look at this and say, ‘I didn’t know 
this person, but for their sacrifice, they 
are acknowledge at a National Memorial 
in Washington, D.C.’”

Reach Kelsey Kimbler at 937-683-4061 or on Twitter  
@KKimbler_RH

From page 8

Vietnam

Kelsey Kimbler | The Register-Herald
At the end of the most recent Veteran 
Services Washington, D.C. trip, 
Joseph Wade Miller, Chief of Staff for 
Congressman Chip Roy, spoke to the 
gathered veterans about his service 
and problems veterans might have 
with securing their benefits.

From page 9
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country,” she said. “I’m glad that 
it is better now, because I really 
think women were talked down 
to back then. Sexual harassment 
definitely was an issue.

“Being a female veteran, I 
didn’t experience it myself, but 
I saw it happening, where a lot 
of women were looked down on. 
I didn’t notice it happening to 
most of the women officers, but 
I noticed it happening more to 
the enlisted. I think the attention 
they have gotten now, I wish they 
got it then.”

As for her experience while in 
Washington, D.C. Neaveill said 
she was able to pull up names in 
Arlington Cemetery and read the 
obituaries for the soldiers buried.

“I liked getting the group out, I 
think that is really cool to be able 
to do that,” she said.

Martina Clark was another 
veteran who visited Washington, 
D.C. with Preble County Veteran 
Services. She is a Corporal who 
served during peace time. For 
her first year and a half, she was 
a cook and served 3,000 Marines 
a day. She then changed her 
military occupational specialty to 
Aviation Supply.

“I decided if I was going to 
go into the military, I was going 
to go into the best branch, the 
toughest branch, and that was 
the Marine Corps. I have a lot of 
military personnel in my family 
and my dad is a veteran. He met 
my mother in Europe and that 
is where I was born, because my 
father was in the Air Force and 
my mother was British. I came 
to the United States when I was 

three,” she said.
“I wasn’t born here, so it was 

important to me — because 
I was so appreciative of being 
raised in the United States — 
that I give back, so I joined the 
military. It was also a way to 
travel.”

One of her biggest challenges 
came when she gave birth to her 
daughter while she was active 
duty.

“I had my child while I was 
active duty. I got shipped out 
three months after she was born, 
so she was left with her dad. It 
was really hard for us to bond 
when I came back, because I was 
breastfeeding when I left,” she 
said.

Clark has only been to Wash-
ington, D.C. once before to renew 
a Visa and didn’t get to visit 
many sites. Because this trip 
was so veteran-oriented, it really 

meant a lot to Clark to experi-
ence that camaraderie with her 
fellow veterans.

To her, the Women’s Memorial 
was one of her favorite sights to 
see.

“Because there are so few of 
us — there are only three on 
this bus. That is why it is impor-
tant,” she said.

Lori Melton was the last 
female veteran who traveled to 
Washington, D.C. with Preble 
County Veterans Services this 
trip. She served in the Persian 
Gulf and, like many veterans, 
had to make a huge sacrifice just 
to serve in the military. She was 
a 19-year-old single mother who 
had to sign guardianship of her 
son over to her parents.

She went in as a Dental 
Technician and then a Marine 
Corps Medic, who trained in 
casualties. She was a hospital 

corpsman and wore the Marine 
Corps uniform, even though she 
was Navy.

“I joined because both my 
grandfathers and father were 
military. I was proud to serve, 
especially to be a woman and 
wear the uniform,” she said. “To 
me, [signing over guardianship 
of my son] was my ultimate sac-
rifice, that is how bad I wanted 
it. I needed to prove myself. It 
was a challenge, but I hung right 
there with them. I was no longer 
labeled as a woman, I was a 
soldier.”

For Melton, her first trip to 
Washington, D.C. was when she 
was active duty. This time, it 
was special to her to see all the 
different monuments. She got to 
spend this trip with her second 
family — fellow veterans.
Reach Kelsey Kimbler at 937-683-4061 or 
on Twitter @KKimbler_RH
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