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You have learned many a lesson in the last four years. 
Let us wish you a very successful future. 

Remember, we are here to help you on your way 
with a lesson in saving for that future.

www.� rststparis.com

Hats Off To You!!

Urbana High School Seniors

Champaign County’s Local “Community” Bank
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Rosewood • 362-2591
OH-70283975

Urbana Branch
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URBANA HIGH SCHOOL COMMENCEMENT
To be held at the 

Urbana High School Stadium
Saturday, May 28, 2022, 7:30 p.m.

Rain date:  Sunday, May 29, 2022, 1:30 p.m.

ARTIST’S COVER ART
Painting by Lexi Prince 

STUDENT COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES
Erika Arnett

Duke Buckalew
Zoey Cahall

Cali Christian
Marah Donahoe
Gracie Hower

Christina Moore
Laken Ridgwell

Justin Rutan
Emily Skelley

NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY 

Erika Arnett
Kendra Baccus
Duke Buckalew

Zoey Cahall
Alanna Canaday

Cali Christian
Jazmine Collins
Arianna Cydrus
Taylor DeMoss
Marah Donahoe

Libby Gilliam
Zachary Hoskins

Gracie Hower
Madeline Jenkins

Otto Johnson

Riley Johnson
Thomas Keely
Aidan Leonard

Sara Maddy
Alexis McKenzie
Sigrid Melcher

Lexi Prince
Laken Ridgwell

Kyle Rooney
Justin Rutan

Claire Shelpman
Emily Skelley

Joplin Sloat
Katherine Trudo

Jenna White
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Best Wishes to the

Class of 2022

(937) 652-2151 • 417 E. Water Street, Urbana
www.bundybakingsolutions.com

Best WishesBest Wishes to the to the

Class of 2022Class of 2022

OH-70283825

Here’s to a happy graduation and 
a bright future! We hope your 
commencement is fi lled with good 
friends, good times and good memories. 
We’re proud of you, and we wish you the 
best of luck today and always.

When people told me to enjoy 
the next four years, I took it for 
granted, not understanding the 
true meaning of the phrase. As 
a senior, I wish I could have one 
more year to revisit those bonds, 
friendships, and memories that I 
have made over my high school 
career that made my experience 
at UHS worthwhile. Whether it 
was strenuous soccer practices in 
the scorching heat, volunteering 
for NHS or waking up early for 
the morning meetings, time consuming DECA projects, 
or perfecting the spring musical, involving myself in 
these activities has helped me grow as a person. I have 
learned many lessons and built a character that I will 
carry on in life. I especially learned that business would 
be a popular interest in my life, which is why I have 
decided to attend Miami University in hopes of pursing 
a marketing degree. I would like to give a special thanks 
to my friends, family, and coaches for pushing me to be 
my best and for believing in me when I did not have the 
confidence; without you, none of this would have been 
possible. I would like to thank you, UHS, for the many 
years of memories and opportunities that you have given 
me over the last four years.

ERIKA ARNETT
2022.  The year that could not come 

fast enough, or so I thought. As my senior 
year comes to an end, I am so thankful 
for all of the memories and friendships I 
have made at UHS. Many years of my high 
school experience were ruined due to 
the pandemic. Although the pandemic is 
something the world still faces today, we 
have all worked to overcome it together. 
When I entered high school, I did not have 
many plans for what I wanted to get involved 
in. The decision to take an ag class in eighth 
grade and continued through my senior year was important for 
me. I am involved in FFA and National Honor Society, and I am a 
Champaign County Scholar. In FFA, I have participated in four CDEs, 
job interview, agriculture communications, parliamentary procedure, 
and milk quality and products. I served as the Urbana FFA Chapter 
Sentinel from 2020-2021 and the Chapter President from 2021-2022. I 
have been a  four-year honor student throughout high school. Going 
to the games, dances, and assemblies will always be my favorite 
memories of high school. In the future, I plan to attend Clark State 
for their nursing program. I want to pursue a career as a children’s 
nurse. Thank you to Mallory Zachrich, Steve Wilhelm, and the Ohio 
FFA Association for letting me take part in such an amazing program. 
I would like to thank all my high school teachers for pushing me 
to be the best me and especially a huge thanks to my mother who 
has been my role model through it all. Although I will forever be a 
Hillclimber, I am ready to start the next chapter in my life.

KENDRA BACCUS
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As my final year of high school is 
coming to a close, it is hard for me to 
come up with the words to describe 
my experiences. High school has not 
always been the easiest place for me 
to show up and be ready for my day, 
but my peers never failed to keep a 
smile on my face every single day. The 
memories that I hold will last me, and 
my closest friends, a lifetime. Some of 
my favorite memories during my time at 
UHS consist of going to football games 
and basketball games, especially 
the Urbana vs. Graham football game, acting and singing  
in Grease the Musical, and participating in so many other 
experiences. I want to thank my favorite teachers, Mr. Myers 
and Mrs. Simpson, for pushing me to be the best version of 
myself and for helping me get through every inconvenience I 
could not stop complaining about. My friends have constantly 
supported me; they knew everything that makes me happy. 
I could not have asked for a better group of mentors and 
friends to help me maintain a positive attitude every day. My 
experience at Urbana High School was something I will never 
forget and something that I will cherish for the rest of my life. 
Go, Climbers!

MADYSON BANDY
During my time at Urbana, I have 

made memories and created life-long 
relationships with the people I will 
remember forever. High school has been a 
rollercoaster ride from the beginning, but 
honestly, I would not have wanted it any 
other way. Winning homecoming queen 
and being a part of both the cheerleading 
and track teams are simply a fraction of 
my experiences here at Urbana. I was 
also involved in DECA, PBIS Leadership, 
Kindness Club, and choir. Even after I leave 
UHS, I will remember the time I spent at 
the school for different activities, the memories made on the court 
and field, the CBC Cup, and, most importantly, I will remember the 
people who helped shape me into the person I am today. After I 
graduate, I plan to attend Clark State for early childhood education  
and to help coach the cheer teams in Urbana.  I have fallen in love 
with our cheer program, and I hope to help it grow in the future! I 
have always wanted to be a kindergarten teacher, and now that I 
am older, I do not want to be anywhere but Urbana. I have had an 
enormous support system throughout my school career. I would 
like to thank Jennifer Hall-Heminger for keeping me fed and for 
helping me. Thank you to my amazing teachers and classmates 
who have helped give me the best memories and hardest lessons. 
My oldest brother, Phillip, who graduated the year before me, took 
care of me while he was here. Also, a huge thank you to my best 
friend Joplin Sloat for simply being the best. Lastly, I would like to 
thank my mother and father, who I would not be here without. I am 
so grateful for my time here at Urbana, and I can not wait for the 
next chapter of my life! 

KAELEIGH BEAN

Through my years in school, I have 
met so many incredible people. I 
appreciate each one. My K-2 teacher, 
Mrs. Bost deserves a special mention. 
In high school, I have made great 
friends- Makenna Radford, Marissa 
Horn, Kaeleigh Bean, and Joplin Sloat 
are a few. My best buddies are Isaac 
and Thaddeus- who I miss very much. I 
have had wonderful aides, with special 
mention to Ms. Catherine Kaster and 
Melissa Fortney. I want to give a huge 
shout-out to my 1:1, Ms. Liela, for her 
patience and kindness and to Ms. Heather for her support 
and love. Mr. Trenor and Ms. G. helped to make P.E. one of 
my favorite classes. Mrs. Heminger, you are the reason I come 
to school every day; thank you for loving me. Also, I want to 
express my love and appreciation for the people at home 
who help me: Ms. Lisa, Ms. Sheri, Paz, and Ms. Brittney. Thank 
you to all of my family, my aunt Joyce, and my cousin Ashley. 
It is hard for me to think of the words to express how I feel 
about my mom. She has devoted her life to me. We miss my 
dad, but we know he is in heaven looking down, and he is so 
proud of both of us. My mom is my supporter, my advocate, 
and my biggest fan. I will be attending a transition program 
next year through the ESC.  I look forward to making new 
friends and learning new skills.

DANIEL BROOKS

My time at Urbana High School 
has been incredible, to say the least. 
From being crowned homecoming 
king to earning a trip to DECA’s 
national competition, I will remember 
the memories I made here forever. 
I have been involved in NHS, DECA, 
Climber Singers, PBIS, student council, 
and  musical.  I have also emceed for 
various events at the high school and 
made morning announcements. One 
of my favorite memories of the last 
four years has been sitting at the lunch 
table with friends I hope to have for the rest of my life. They 
have seriously made the last four years some of the best of 
my life, and I truly could not thank them enough for that. I am 
attending Miami University in the fall to major in human capital 
management. I am very excited for this chapter in my life, but I 
am sad to see this one come to a close. I would like to thank my 
parents, Maura and Joe, for pushing me to be the best I can be, 
as well as my friends for making sure there was never a dull 
moment in my life. My teachers deserve an award for dealing 
with me these last few years, but since no award like that exists, 
I will instead thank you for providing an enriching learning 
environment that has left a permanent impact on my life. I 
would also like to thank Mr. Russell in particular because he 
said he would be upset if no one shouted him out, so shout out 
to you! So long Urbana High School; don’t miss me TOO much!

DUKE BUCKALEW
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Everyone has always said that high 
school flies by, and it is the fastest 
four years of your life. I disagree. 
High school has been exhausting, 
enlightening, and heartbreaking all 
the same time, but it was never fast. It 
is surreal to me that something I have 
grown so comfortable with will soon 
be coming to an end. However, I am 
extremely thankful for the experiences 
and memories I am able to take from 
it. While high school may be coming 
to an end, our lives are just beginning. 
To my friends who got me out of bed in the morning and 
made things a little more tolerable and to my family for 
not only allowing me, but for encouraging me, to go out of 
my comfort zone, thank you. All of my teachers have left an 
impact on me, but I would still like to thank a few individuals. 
To my English teacher of three years, Ms. Cress, thank you 
for always encouraging me to think outside  the box and 
showing me that an unpopular opinion is not an incorrect 
one. To my counselor, Mrs. Leonard,  for putting up with 
my MANY breakdowns and assuring me that things out 
of my control will be okay, thank you. Lastly, I would like 
to thank my choir director, Rusty Myers , for showing me 
unconditional support in school and life the last six years. 
You have taught me to not be afraid of people and that life 
will always go on. I cherish all of you at UHS; thank you for 
the last four years; we will do great things.

ELLIE CALDWELL

I did not truly believe it when 
everyone said high school really flies 
by. I am so thankful for my experience 
here at Urbana High School. My 
confidence has grown so much from 
freshman to senior year. I also have built 
so many new friendships. I also have 
created so many memories through 
the years with all of my friends and 
sports. Throughout these four years, I 
have been involved in volleyball, track, 
choir, and NHS, and I had the honor 
and privilege of being Sparky! After 
high school, I am attending Sinclair for the dental hygiene 
program. I would like to thank my parents for their supporting 
me in both my academics and activities. I would also like 
to thank my friends, teachers, and coaches. Thanks to Mike 
and Jazzy for always working hard and keeping the school 
positive. One important thing I have learned in high school is 
it is so important to never give up or to never let anyone bring 
you down. Lastly, I would like to give a big thank you to my 
best friends, Arianna and Haleigh, for their love and support 
for me throughout these years. Best of wishes to the Class of 
2022; I will forever love UHS!

ALANNA CANADAY

I have attended UHS all my life and 
learned so much along the way. UHS 
is a place you learn and grow with 
everyone around you. Everyone tells 
you that high school will be over and 
done with in the blink of an eye, yet I 
did not believe them until now.  Sadly, 
it did go by incredibly fast, but I am 
proud to graduate with my classmates 
and keep all our memories close to my 
heart. My high school years have been 
hard; they have beaten me down, but 
I have made it through. As a disabled 
student, it can be hard to be included in daily interactions 
or activities. UHS has been so helpful in the time I have been 
here. I feel included and accommodated in any situation that 
has appeared at the school. I would like to thank Mr. Sever for 
all of his help in these situations and the absolute kindness he 
shares with all of his students. I would also like to thank Mrs. 
Debra Kress. She was once an elementary teacher, and now 
she is a lovely substitute teacher. Mrs. Kress has always been 
one of my favorite people to see at school. She has a wonderful 
personality and really cares about helping students learn. 

JENNA CAMPBELL

I have made hundreds of everlasting 
memories during my four years at UHS. I 
have faced challenges and opportunities 
that allowed me to better myself as 
a student, role model, and leader. I 
played trumpet in the marching band 
and participated in musicals, both of 
which improved my self-confidence 
and inspired me to work toward my 
dreams. Some of my best memories 
are from band camp and half-time 
on football game nights. I will always 
remember the fourth meals, freezy-
sucks, sweaty practices, and nights in the hammocks under the 
stars. I cherish the moments spent proudly marching on the 
field and gathering underneath the sweetgum trees to chant 
with my fellow bandmates. I learned dedication throughout my 
time in marching band that I will carry with me forever. Other 
amazing memories stem from late musical rehearsals and 
show performances. I will always remember the fun dances, 
full-cast meals, silly costumes, mic trouble, and cheers before 
performances. I learned perseverance that I will put to use in my 
future endeavors. I would like to highlight the exciting moments 
spent re-enacting Romeo and Juliet in Mrs. Ridge’s English 9 
course, debating politics in Mr. Schelle’s AP US history course, 
and dissecting a pig heart in my CCP anatomy and physiology 
course. My time at UHS has been a difficult journey, but it has 
prepared me to accomplish my goals. I plan to study biomedical 
engineering and pre-medicine at The Ohio State University. I 
would like to thank my instructors at the Ohio Hi-Point Career 
Center for encouraging me to pursue a career in medicine. I 
would also like to thank my mom, my grandparents, my friends, 
my school counselors, and my neighbors for always believing in 
me. I wish you all the best of luck in your future! 

ZOEY CAHALL
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UHS offered me opportunities to be 
myself and to find others to support 
me and encourage me throughout the 
exploratory years of high school. I was a 
member of the marching band and swim 
team for four years; both organizations 
are filled with unique personalities and 
encouraging people. My friends in the 
marching band introduced me to interests 
that I would not have looked into if they 
had not mentioned their interest in it. Each 
person in the band also had a passion for 
music that I found in myself, which helped 
me decide to pursue music production at Ohio University in the 
fall. I was entrusted with the roles of band president and student 
director, which helped me learn the importance of communication, 
patience, and empathy in leadership roles. One of the most 
important values of the swim team is sportsmanship, and each year 
I participated, I felt like the team lived up to the expectations set by 
the coaches. I was always being encouraged to improve my skill 
set, and, in turn, I tried my best to cheer my teammates on during 
competitions and support them in practice. UHS also gave me the 
opportunity to reconnect with a few friends from preschool and 
kindergarten who I had lost touch with during elementary and 
middle schools. I am grateful to have them back in my life as we 
have shared interests in the arts and similar passions. Most of all, 
I want to thank my teachers, counselors, and coaches for helping 
me recognize the things I like doing and reminding me to keep an 
open mind toward the future and new opportunities.

CALI CHRISTIAN
When I think about my four years 

at UHS, I think about the people who 
I spent time with and how they have 
helped me become the person I am 
today. Everyone wants you to succeed, 
and everyone wants to push you to 
do your best. Freshman year is scary 
for anyone, but I told myself to get 
involved anyways. I was involved in 
tennis for the three years; I also was 
a part of bowling, NHS, NTHS (Ohio 
Hi-Point), FCCLA, and FFA. Keeping 
busy is something I enjoy, and it 
was the best thing I did in high school. I enjoyed all of my 
teachers throughout the years because they each had their 
own unique personalities, and they pushed me to challenge 
myself in honor classes and at OHP. It will be hard walking 
away from all the friendships and memories I have made at 
UHS/OHP, but I will not forget them. After I graduate, I will 
be working at the YMCA as a member of the daycare staff. I, 
of course, want to thank my parents for always believing in 
me and telling me that I can do it when I did not believe in 
myself, and I want to thank Kade Corsbie for being my go-to 
person to cry to about my grades being less than 100%, and 
Micah Carlson for being my true best friend from the start. 
There are many more I would like to thank, but the list is too 
long to summarize. Thank you, UHS, for the memories, 

JAZMINE COLLINS 

I, and many other students, have 
long awaited this day to come, and 
now, finally, the roller coaster of high 
school comes to an end. Now, that  
might sound like I have dreaded 
these four years; although they might 
not have been the best, they have 
certainly shaped me into who I am 
today. Throughout my high school 
career, I have made many memories 
with my classmates and created so 
many friendships that I will cherish 
for a lifetime. I have participated in 
volleyball as well as Vo-Ag. I wanted to say a big thank you 
to my mother, my uncle, and my family; they have been 
the biggest support throughout the years.  I also wanted 
to say thank you to all my teachers for pushing me and 
encouraging me to work hard. I want to say thank you to all 
of my coaches.  Lastly, I want to thank my friends for all the 
fun times and good stories to tell in the future.  My plans for 
the future include continuing my education at Bowling Green 
State University and majoring in their pre-med program. 
I then plan on going to the University of California of Los 
Angeles to be a surgeon.

ERICA CROOKS As the school year has come to an 
end, I have come into the next stage 
of my life. With the end of May coming 
faster and faster each day, I look back 
and reminisce on the small things of 
school. Staff members like Jazzy Jeff, 
Mike, and Miss M. have made my time 
here better by saving me from failing 
numerous times to cheering me up 
with a simple hello or conversation. 
As the years flew, my friend group 
grew smaller as it became defined 
by the good people in my life. My 
best memory of high school was the lip-syncing battles that 
used to take place every year.  Unfortunately, even simple 
events like that were removed due to safety requirements 
that protected us from the pandemic that changed 
everyone’s lives. These changes brought people together 
both individually and as a class of students that have been 
together since kindergarten. As we all grow into the age of 
adulthood, people change, not always for the better, but it 
is what defines us that is important. This year has probably 
been the most memorable, as a result of the crazy events 
and obstacles that I encountered; I would not trade it for any 
other journey that I come to have.

JAIDAN CUPPS



8    URBANA HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2022 Supplement of the Urbana Daily Citizen

CRSI wants to hire you!

 $1000 Sign-on Bonus/$500 Referral Bonus

 Paid Training

 Paid sleep tie

 Pay Rates $12-15(Depending on work Locatonn
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 Additonal Bonuses and Mileage Reii,urseient
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 Eipower individuals to live their ,est lifen
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 Enjoy tie togethern  Go to the ioviesg

shoppingg ,owlingg fshingg or iay,e even

go on vacaton!

 Get paid to help others cele,rate holidaysg

,irthdaysg other special eventsn

 Know that you iake a diference everyday!

CRSI is an organizaton dedicated to eipowering and supportng individuals with challenges 

to provide an opportunity to develop their iaxiiui level of independence as they choosen  

Visit us at crsi-ohncoi and learn a,out the opportunites we 
have for youn

POSITIVITYnRESPECTnEMPOWERMENTnTEAMWORKnOWNERSHIP

O
H

-7
02

84
80

5



URBANA HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2022    9Supplement of the Urbana Daily Citizen

My years at Urbana High School have 
given me experiences and memories 
that will travel with me as I go forward 
in life. I received a great education that 
has prepared me for my post high school 
pursuits in the medical field. I want to 
thank Mrs. Cheryl Hess for giving me 
the foundation for my career through 
her health science courses.  During 
my high school career, I was involved 
in volleyball with an amazing group of 
girls who  allowed me to be myself and 
supported me on and off the court. I also 
ran track my first three years, which was super fun, especially 
going to the meets and seeing and interacting with students from 
other schools. Seeing the sportsmanship between competitors, 
my teammates cheering me on and running beside my best 
friend will be something I will remember forever. I am always 
going to miss the Friday night football games and the competitive 
student sections during basketball, but more importantly, the 
people with whom I surrounded myself.  After high school, I plan 
to attend Clark State where I will major in nursing and continue 
my volleyball career, playing for the Eagles. I then plan on 
transferring to another college to become a nurse practitioner 
and to make more memories. Finally, thank you to my parents for 
their support emotionally and academically during these past 
four years - you are a huge part of my success!

ARIANNA CYDRUS

Movies always say high school is the 
worst time of your life and the root of all 
evil; in reality, however, that is not the case. 
Though there are many negative moments 
in almost everyone’s high school life, 
there are so many more positive times. 
I will remember so many fun times like 
the football games, the friends, and the 
moments I would not expect to be a core 
memory. If it were not for my six years in 
choir, I would not have gotten more than 
half of these fun times. I have sung in choir, 
danced for the elderly in show choir, and 
played Frenchy in our musical Grease.  None of that would have 
been possible without our teacher Mr. Myers; he has truly shown 
me my own confidence over these six years together. He was 
always driving me to truly be myself around others as well as 
not caring what others think of me. It was not all Mr. Myers; Mrs. 
Leonard helped me get through my senior year when I was so 
sick of school. My family, friends, and boyfriend have all helped 
me become a better version of myself, and I have learned it is 
important to get out of my comfort zone and do things that make 
me uncomfortable even if I am  scared to do it. Even though I 
did not have that mindset for most of high school, I do have that 
mindset for my future. I plan on attending Clark State Community 
College  to finish my prerequisites and earn my associate’s degree. 
I will then reapply to Clark State for two more years to attend their 
sonography program in hopes of being an ultrasound technician, 
focusing on obstetric ultrasound. 

JULIE DANIEL

In the four-and-a-half years I was 
at Urbana High School, I learned a lot 
of things about myself and what I am 
capable of. Some of the best memories 
I have were from ag and welding tech 
classes because they were unique 
hands-on classes. During my time 
here, I set a goal of enlisting in the 
Marines, and I have reached that goal 
and sworn into the military thanks to 
RSS-Springfield. Now that my school 
years are almost done, my future 
plans are rapidly becoming reality; I 
plan to enlist in the Marines and make it a career, or I may 
enter a trade school after my service ends. In these last few 
moments of my high school year, I am saying thank you and 
goodbye to those who have helped me on the way into adult 
life as I take steps toward a better and brighter future.

BRYAN DAEHLING

I enrolled in  Urbana Junior High 
School my sixth grade year. The 
hardest part was leaving my best 
friend and making new friends. I 
felt judged, alone, and confused. As 
I branched out of my comfort zone, 
I built bonds with some of the most 
amazing people. I met a dear friend 
named Micah Carlson, who would be 
graduating this year. As I went through 
middle school, and I began high 
school, I remember the seniors telling 
us to enjoy what we could because it 
flies by faster than we think it will and that we shall live and 
learn. On February 20, 2020, I got the phone call that Michah, 
one of my best friends, had passed away. As I sit here and 
type this, I am wondering what he would have said and who 
he would have thanked. I want to thank my family as well 
as Micah for supporting me every step of the way. I would 
like to thank my grandparents for always being there and 
letting me know that they are there every second of the day. 
I would like to thank my little brother as well as my father for 
never letting me fall nor giving up on my dreams as they are 
my motivation. I would like to thank my best friend Aaliyah 
Hampton as she showed me encouragement, and she never 
gave up on me. Lastly, I would like to thank every single 
person who has left an impact upon me during my high 
school years. Without these memories and people, I would 
feel empty. I love you all beyond measure. I will be attending 
Clark State in the fall to study social services. Thank you for 
the amazing high school experience. Congratulations ‘22. 

ADDISON CUTLIP
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I want to start by saying high school 
is a roller coaster. Much like the actual 
rides we get on at amusement parks, the 
student experience at UHS has been full 
of ups and downs. I can say that coming 
into high school was a ride no one was 
prepared for. A seed was planted in our 
brains that high school was identical to 
the movies. I thought that High School 
Musical was just on the other side of 
those big front doors, symbolic to how 
big entering high school would change 
my life. I had no idea what was coming. 
High school was a time when we matured, managed our time, 
and discovered ourselves. That journey has not been a pretty 
one. Growing up, I was bullied by other students. My curly hair, 
acne, weight, forehead, and other unique and individual features 
did not blend in: I did not like to stand out. I struggled with 
whether I wanted to change to fit in or change to fit out. What I 
know now is there is no better option than “fitting out” by finding 
myself, my peace, my joy, and my true passions, values, and 
beliefs. Life is short, and you can NOT spend it living for anyone 
else. You need to be good enough for you. The people that come 
after that, friends and lovers, will only add on to that wholeness. 
My self-discovery is not over. A few people have made these 
unknown terrains feel much more like home to me: my sisters, 
Mykah Davenport and Aliviah Underwood; my SBF’s (school 
best friends), Zoey Adams, Carmella McNier, and Grace Ullom; 
and my favorite UHS staff, Mrs. Morgan (counselor), Mrs. deNijs, 
Mrs. Ridge, Mr. Morgan, Jazzy Jeff, Mr.Williams, and Mrs. Markin. 
Without you, I would not have made it. A big thanks to you and 
the people at UHS who have had an impact on my life. I am on to 
bigger and better things, but none of you will be forgotten.

LAYLAH DAVENPORT
As senior year comes to an end, I 

realize how thankful I am for all of the 
memories I can cherish and for all the 
friendships I will hold onto. I made 
a majority of these memories in the 
activities I was involved in:  choir, show 
choir, and musical. I only did show choir 
and musical my senior year due to 
COVID, but I am very grateful I did. The 
long nights and tiring practices were 
worth it in every way. My most memorable 
experience was my time in musical: Mr. Myers forced me out 
of my comfort zone by giving me a solo. I hated him for it at the 
time, but now I am incredibly grateful I was able to perform in 
front of so many people. In the future, I plan to attend Clark State 
University before attending The Ohio State University to finish my 
degree in psychology. Urbana High School has pulled me out of 
my comfort zone and taught me how to enjoy moments instead 
of dwelling on them. I would like to thank my parents for being 
supportive of everything I do and my many amazing friends for 
making my high school experience incredibly memorable. I will 
never forget the memories I have at Urbana High. 

TAYLOR DEMOSS

While at UHS, I lettered all four years 
in soccer, softball, and basketball. 
I was also a captain of the varsity 
soccer team both my junior and senior 
years. As well as my athletics, I was 
the secretary of Urbana’s National 
Honor Society, a vice president of 
the Urbana DECA chapter, treasurer 
and alto section leader in choir, and 
a member of both student council 
and the PBIS Leadership. In February, 
I co-orchestrated the mental health 
fair through DECA, during which 
fourteen local organizations came into the high school to 
talk to students about anxiety and healthy coping methods. 
From this project, I have earned the honor of competing 
internationally in Atlanta, Georgia. Next year I will be 
attending Miami University to major in business analytics. 
I will be forever thankful for the friendships I have created 
and the support I have received from my time at Urbana 
High School. I would like to give a special shout-out to my 
parents who have unceasingly pushed me to be the best 
version of myself. 

MARAH DONAHOE

As the end of my senior year is 
approaching, it makes me look back on 
all the memories I have created here at 
UHS. My high school experience has had 
its share of both ups and downs, but it has 
also taught me many life lessons I will 
continue to carry with me. My favorite 
part about attending UHS was the many 
memories I created with friends in the 
locker room and on the field. Most of my 
time here at Urbana has been spent on 
sport as I played four years of football and 
three years of track. I would like to thank 
my mom, dad, and brothers Nic and Cam for always sticking by 
my side and making it possible to be where I am today. 

DESMOND DORSEY

Urbana High School. Although these 
past four years were not easy by any 
means, looking back there were a lot of 
amazing times. I would like to thank all 
of my teachers who helped me get this 
far. If I showed that I was putting in the 
time and effort, my teachers made sure 
that I succeeded. Sports also helped me 
stay on track academically, and I truly 
appreciate all of my coaches for pushing 
me to be the best that I can be. I played 
football and wrestled; I also played a little 
bit of baseball.  This year, I am running track to get ready for the 
military. I am also in DECA and FFA. My sophomore and junior 
years were a little rough, but this year I turned that around: I am 
here at school almost every day, I have pretty good grades, and I 
signed my Army contract. I signed for four years of infantry, and 
I plan to make the Army a career. No matter where I go or where 
life takes me, I will always be a Hillclimber. 

EVAN FOWLER
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As a senior at UHS, I experienced so 
much in so little time. I have been in 
the marching band for four years and 
concert band for seven years. I am the 
historian for our band and document 
most of the year through pictures and 
videos. I was also on the girls tennis 
team for two years and played as our 
first singles player my junior year! 
My favorite teachers were Mr. Sapp 
and Mrs. Simpson because of their 
connections with their students. My 
favorite experiences included making 
friends at lunch through card games and chatting during 
class, even though we are not supposed to. I will mostly 
miss the energy of the band room in the seventh and eighth 
periods and “Story Time with Sapp.” My best memories 
are socializing in school and making inside jokes no one 
else would EVER understand. I plan to go to college at the 
Columbus College of Art and Design and major in graphic 
design and advertisement while minoring in business. After 
my four years at college, I plan on being a graphic designer 
for a large company and managing their advertisement 
team. Finally, I would like to thank my friends and family 
for supporting me when I lost my way and my teachers for 
pushing me to try when I felt I could not progress any further. 

LACI GEUY
During my high school career, I have 

had my ups and downs, but I never thought 
school could be so fun and such a great 
experience. The times I have had here will 
be the best times of my life, and I honestly 
do not know if I ever will be able to stop 
talking about this place. I have met friends 
and teammates who will forever be in my 
heart and my friends for life. When I first 
got to high school, I was immature, and I 
did not realize how much it matters and 
how much fun I would have. I participated 
in bowling, baseball, track and field, soccer, and cross country. I 
also got the Hillclimber Award for bowling. The bond I developed 
with my teammates is one to remember;  the moments I have 
had with them will never be forgotten. It almost feels like my 
teammates and classmates became family and that they will be 
my friends through life. My friends have also helped me break out 
of my shell. The relationships I have created with some teachers 
is crazy because it seems like teachers are supposed to be mean 
and bossy, but no, they are just really helping you become a better 
person.  I do not have a favorite teacher, but I do have favorite 
teachers such as Ms. Menchhofer, Mrs. Leonard, Mrs. deNijs, 
Mr.Swain, and Mrs. Pittsenbarger, and I would like to thank them 
for everything they did to help me.  My future plans are to get a 
factory job for a year before going to Columbus State Community 
College to be a vet assistant. I will truly miss this place forever, and 
I will always be a Hillclimber at heart.

JAYDEN GIBSON

I am the daughter of Jennifer and 
Chad Gilliam. They have been my 
biggest support throughout my high 
school career, along with my grandma, 
Cathy Barnes. Over the past four 
years, I have experienced so many 
things that I will remember for the rest 
of my life. Although they have  been 
difficult, I am thankful for the people 
who have made it enjoyable, especially 
my best friend Sara Maddy, who has 
stayed by my side since the second 
grade. I am  going to miss seeing Mrs. 
deNijs, Mrs. Ridge, Madame, and, of course, the amazing 
Mrs. Leonard every day. Mrs. Leonard always knew what to 
say whenever I was upset and made my day any time I had 
the chance to visit her office in between classes. Marching 
band has included some of my best and worst memories, 
but I will  miss band camp and the Friday night football 
games with Mr. Sapp the most. I have  also enjoyed the few, 
but fun, events I have been able to help set up and volunteer 
for with the National Honor Society during my senior year. 
Thank you, UHS, for giving me these past  four  years and for 
preparing me for the next ones!

LIBBY GILLIAM
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As I look back on my last few years 
at Urbana, and senior year draws to a 
close, I find myself most appreciative 
of the people around me. I realize 
they are a huge part of the reason I am 
graduating. Whether it be my teachers, 
my friends, or my relatives, I was 
always at least somewhat motivated 
to be here. I missed school pretty 
frequently during my senior year, but 
my favorite part was marching band;  
it was actually my favorite part of my 
entire high school experience. Music 
has always been something I love, and I will never forget 
my time with Mr. Sapp. I am very grateful for him and many 
other teachers who helped me along the way, especially 
this year since I was absent for so much of it. I would like to 
thank all of my friends, as they helped me more than I am 
sure even they realize. I honestly have no idea what I plan 
to do with the rest of my life; as of now,  I am going to join 
the workforce until I eventually make a decision.  Although 
I had my share of hardships, as everyone does, I will always 
remember UHS as a place that helped shape me into the 
person I am today. 

JAEDYN GREEN

I have lived in Urbana all of my life, 
and I have only ever gone to these 
schools. This place has changed my 
life in so many different ways. I learned 
who I was and what I want to be in life. 
I learned how to learn, how to care, 
how to prioritize, and how to manage 
my time correctly. As I plan to move 
into the next step of my life, where I 
eventually plan to move across the 
world, I will never forget the people I 
have known in Urbana and the Class of 
2022. While my memory might not be 
the best, every memory I do have, I will cherish for the rest 
of my life. 

MARIA GREENLEE

When I think about my four years 
at UHS, I think about the memories 
I have made and the people I have  
made them with.  I participated in 
FFA all four years of high school. One 
of my favorite memories was the 
homecoming game against Graham in 
2021. I had Mrs. Butler for two years, 
and she taught me everything that 
I needed to know for English. Mrs. 
Evans was someone who impacted 
me the most in high school. The things 
I have enjoyed the most were pep 
rallies, football games, sporting events, and all the dances. 
I got to witness the boys basketball team win the CBC title 
and see them cut down the net. I will miss all the people that 
I have gotten close with the past four years. My future plans 
after high school are to attend Sinclair Community College 
and major in nursing. I want to thank Jennifer Butler, Carmen 
Pittsenbarger, and Ryan Swain for getting me through my 
four years. I also want to thank my family for always being 
there for me and believing in my goals. Thank you, UHS, for 
the memorable past four years.

 KEYANA GREEN 

My time at Urbana High School 
has been very good. My four 
years at high school have been 
memorable, and they are some of 
the favorite years of my life. One of 
my favorite years was sophomore 
year because Bradley and I did 
whatever we wanted and always had 
fun.  I have participated in four years 
of extracurriculars; I have played 
soccer for fourteen years of my 
life, and it is my favorite hobby. My 
favorite teacher probably would be 
Mrs. Petty; she teaches geometry and always found a way 
for us to have fun and turn the lesson into an activity. My 
highlights have been winning Player of the Year for soccer 
and being a four-year varsity player and a two time All 
Miami Valley player. I will miss a lot about this school; I 
will mainly miss the all the friendships I would not have 
had without school. Thank you, Urbana High.

OLIVER GRIM 
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My name is Teyanna Harris. I am the 
daughter of Aubrey and Janice Harris. 
My freshman year was also my first 
year attending Urbana City Schools. All 
of the teachers throughout my years at 
UHS have always told me, “High school 
goes by fast; graduation will be here 
before you know it.” I never believed 
them until my senior year when I 
witnessed how fast school really goes. I 
have always had a good time at Urbana 
High School; my favorite class would 
have to have been English 10 with Ms. 
Menchhofer or English 12 with Mrs. Butler. The teachers 
I would like to thank are Mrs. deNijs for always helping 
me with summer school, Ms. Menchhofer, and Mrs. Butler 
for being the coolest teachers I’ve ever had, Mrs. Morgan 
for being my counselor because I could always count on 
her to make my days better, and Mr. Swain for being the 
funniest teacher I know. Last, but not least, I would love to 
thank Becky Evans for the last two years of my high school 
experience; I could not have done it without her! My plans 
for the future after high school are to move out of Urbana 
and into another city and to continue in the workforce. I also 
want to thank my parents for always being there for me and 
helping me during these years, and Maurice Turner for 
giving me the best advice and the motivation to get up and 
go to school. Thank you, UHS, for everything I have learned.

TEYANNA HARRIS
My four years at Urbana High 

School have been the best years of 
my life. I have changed so much since 
my freshman year. Throughout my 
freshman year, I was very shy, so I  did 
not talk to many people. Fortunately, 
I met so many people who helped 
change that; now I talk a lot more, 
which made my senior year the funnest 
year ever. I met some of my closest 
friends in high school such as Oliver, 
Kadren, Bradley, Braedyn, Logan, and 
Sam. There were so many teachers at 
UHS who helped me get out of my comfort zone and become 
more outgoing. I was not involved in any extracurriculars, 
and I did not do much outside of school before  I became 
a senior, and I started to go out more and to hang out with 
friends. My friends and I started going to the gym, which 
helped me become more confident in myself. I wish I had 
started going out more before my senior year because that 
created some of my best moments in high school. When I 
graduate from high school, I plan to go to The Ohio State 
University to major in orthodontics. 

PARKER HAYSLIP

My time at UHS was a rollercoaster of 
emotions to say the least. Friendships 
and relationships were made and 
lost, and I had a lot of obstacles to 
overcome. I know that graduation is 
soon, and even though I am surprised 
and very happy that I made it this 
far, I am also scared. You never know 
what life will be like after high school 
or how much you will miss it. With 
that being said, I think the thing I am 
going to miss the most is band. I joined 
marching band my junior year and 
played bass, then I started training with Holli Brown to be a 
majorette my senior year and immediately fell in love with 
twirling. I will never forget the adrenaline and serotonin I 
had out on the field; it is hard to explain, but it is amazing! 
Marching band is something that I hope that I can carry on 
to college, especially being a majorette! I made so many 
friends in band, but it feels more like another family. I had a 
lot of good teachers, but the teachers that helped the most, 
and I will miss a lot are Mr. Sapp and Mrs. deNjis. Mr. Sapp, 
thank you for making me feel welcomed into the band and 
for picking on me continuously like when I would show up 
to school next. You never failed to make the class laugh and 
always made sure we knew you cared for us; it made school 
worth it at the end of the day. Mrs. deNjis, thank you for 
checking on our grades, pushing us to get our work done 
and pass, helping me with work, and talking to me before 
class started; it helped a lot more than you know. Thank you! 

ZEN HILLIARD

During my senior year at UHS, I have 
made it a goal to make as many good 
memories as possible. Doing this tribute 
has given me the opportunity to reminisce 
about the memories and realize that 
has  been a goal of mine the whole 
time. My time at  UHS has gone by fast 
and has taught me many things, not just 
academically. I have grown into the young 
adult about to start my  own life now. Ag 
and FFA classes have filled every year 
since junior high; they were my absolute 
favorites. A huge part of these classes was 
my favorite teacher Mrs. Zachrich, who made my experience in 
her class a once-in-a-lifetime. We have become more like best 
friends or sisters than teacher and student, but I would not have 
it any other way. A couple more people I would like to mention 
are Jazzy and Mike for being the sweetest and most caring pair 
ever; they always made my days. The thanks I would like to give 
them and every teacher I have had is unimaginable, and it comes 
from the bottom of my heart. Thank you. The best part of it all has 
been growing up with the same people and making countless 
memories with them in such a special time in life. I believe it will 
also be the hardest part of leaving UHS. The people here have 
positively impacted me in so many unforgettable ways, and I will 
forever be grateful for those memories. 

EMMA HOLBROOK
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During my years at Urbana, I have 
participated in sports, clubs, and 
extracurriculars;  I could not ask for 
a better experience. As a freshman, I 
was nervous about what I should do, so 
I tried out for golf, which I had never 
done before. It became one of the 
most memorable things I did.  I played 
basketball in junior high;  I wanted to 
continue in high school.  Basketball  
taught me about myself and others. In 
the spring, I really wanted to do some 
sport. The seniors  convinced me to try 
out for the tennis team, another sport I had never done, and I 
actually loved it from the very start.  I am  musically inclined; 
I play piano, and  I have been in choir for years.  This year,  I 
had my own solo in the school musical.  I also do many things 
in school like DECA and National Honor Society. DECA is a 
club that inspires young entrepreneurs to learn  to become 
successful business people  in the world.  I have received  
many awards from my involvement, such as Top 10 in the state 
for DECA, CBC First Team for  golf, and Most Improved in both 
golf and tennis two times in a row. I have nothing bad to say 
about Urbana; it has made many good memories and taught 
me many lessons that I will take on to life with me. Next year, 
I plan to attend Cedarville University and major in business 
finance to someday help others achieve their financial goals. I 
would like to thank my parents for always supporting me and 
helping me achieve all my goals.

ZACH HOSKINS
I want to thank my parents and my 

guardians for always believing in me 
and supporting me. I have enjoyed 
my time at the Highly Structured 
Learning Program. I enjoyed working 
in the life skills lab and vocational 
skills lab. I really enjoyed working 
with Miss Mosbacker; she is a great 
teacher who truly encouraged me to 
do my best! I want to give a shout out 
to my paraprofessionals, Natalia and 
Melissa, who have helped me grow 
and develop into the person I am 
today. I would also like to say thank you to Hayley and Penny 
for always being there for me and helping me become more 
independent so that my transition will be smoother as I 
embrace the next chapter of my life. I love to listen to music 
and spend time with my friends and family. As I graduate 
from high school, I look forward to finding a part time job 
that I enjoy. I am also looking forward to learning new things 
and making new friends. 

MATTHEW HOLBROOK

Navigating who you want to be and 
what you are meant to do are not easy 
tasks. I can strongly say that Urbana has 
offered a tremendous support system 
and notably impacted the person I am 
today. The opportunities to be involved 
in events and businesses have been 
endless, and I have created bonds that 
will last a lifetime. As a student at Urbana, 
I have achieved many academic and 
athletic-related goals and commitments 
such as becoming NHS president, taking 
my DECA project to state, dancing and 
singing with some of my closest friends in the school musical, 
and earning a varsity letter in both softball and swimming. All of 
these things have brought me life and optimism in the past four 
years. I will always believe that my time spent with the people in 
my community and family has given me the most purpose. I will 
remember interactions from my  numerous jobs; I will specifically 
cherish every child that I worked with at the local YMCA through 
camp counseling and swim lessons. It is due to those amazing 
children, my selfless mother, and my supportive father that I wish 
to pursue early childhood education or sonography. Personal 
connections made in Urbana will hold a special place in my heart, 
and  I will take them with me as I attend Rio Grande University in 
the fall, where I will continue to grow as an individual and utilize 
my time and talent in a special, humble manner, just as Urbana 
has taught me. I want to personally thank every coach, teacher, 
colleague, friend, and family member. Nothing in Urbana has 
been meaningless, and everything you have done for me has 
been noticed and greatly appreciated. 

GRACIE HOWER
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Man, where did all the time go? The 
last four years have flown by without 
me even realizing it. It is crazy to think 
that this part of life is almost over. 
I would like to start off by thanking 
all of my teachers. There are some 
that I liked more than others, but the 
one teacher that takes the top spot is 
definitely Mr. Sapp. Mr. Sapp is one of 
the greatest teachers a student could 
ask for, and he is one of the reasons 
I am  glad I went to Urbana because 
I could not imagine concert band 
or marching band with any other director and teacher. As 
for my after school activities, I never participated in many 
activities, but I stuck with marching band throughout all four 
years of high school, and it was probably one of the best 
decisions I made. It helped me connect to more people not 
only in Urbana, but from other schools as well. As for what I 
have planned after high school, I have yet to fully figure that 
out, but I hope to find a decent paying job and to see what 
possibilities come my way. Finally, I want to give one last 
thank you to the teachers of Urbana who had to bear with me 
throughout the years, and I wish you all the best.

GUNNAR HUFFMAN
It is so hard to believe that I am 

already graduating! I have made so 
many friends and memories over the 
past three years; I can not thank my 
friends and family enough for the 
experiences they have given me. I am 
very grateful for the teachers who have 
taken the extra effort to make sure 
that I was always successful. I can tell 
all of you confidently that high school 
was nothing like High School Musical, 
unfortunately! I still do not know why 
I need to find “X” in math. Even now, 
I do not always clear my calculator. When I do, I hit both C 
and CE countless times because I still do not know what the 
difference is! We have made the most out of this year- a year 
when COVID restrictions were lifted–but we all did so well 
to make our senior year such a positive experience. I would 
also like to thank my mom because without her I would 
probably not be where I am now. She has always been my 
rock despite the hard trials our relationship has endured. I 
would like to thank those people close to me for being my 
support system. Your presence, kindness, and love have 
done a lot for me, and I can only hope for many more great 
memories with all of you years and years down the road!  

LEXI JENKINS

2022.  The year I thought could never 
come fast enough, and now here we 
are. When I started high school, I was 
a scared little freshman having no clue 
how fast the next four years would go 
and not knowing what I wanted to do 
with my life. Urbana High School was 
my home for my first two years when 
I gained the courage to apply and go 
to Hi-Point into the nursing program 
to see if that was the passion I wanted 
to pursue. I am very thankful that I 
had the opportunity to go to Hi-Point 
because they gave me many opportunities that Urbana 
would not have been able to provide me with. I am able to 
walk out of high school with my STNA, phlebotomy license, 
and PCT license, which puts me a step closer to what I want 
to pursue at Clark State Community College:  RN program. 
Some other accomplishments I have had throughout high 
school are an all year honor roll, being a part of NHS, and 
also being a part of NTHS. I would like to thank my parents 
Wanda and Dennis Jenkins for being my number one 
supporters throughout high school and supporting my 
choices no matter what they were throughout my entire life. 
Another person I would like to thank is my boyfriend Devan 
Littlejohn who has pushed me to be the best I could possibly 
be. Thank you, UHS and Hi- Point; now it is now time for the 
next chapter of my life!

MADELINE JENKINS

My time in high school has gone by 
so fast, but it has been stressful. One 
piece of advice that I have for younger 
students coming into high school is do 
not mess around: get your work done 
your first three years. If you wait till your 
senior year, you will be so stressed out. I 
did not do those things, and I regret it so 
much, but I got very lucky with a teacher, 
Mrs. D, who  has pushed me to succeed 
and graduate on time. It is not just me, 
though; she does this with every student 
that she has in her classes. Mrs. D. checks 
our grades, keeps up with how we are doing, and helps us to get 
our grades up and not slack off. She can seem like she is a drill 
sergeant at first, always telling you to get your work done, but I 
promise that it is in your best interest, and she cares more about 
her students than most teachers do. High school has been a fun 
experience for me, but I will be glad that it is over; I am ready to 
start something new in my life and not have to be stressed about 
school work and how my grades are doing.  I am grateful for the 
parents I have for being so invested in how my grades are doing, 
which is a key point in graduating. After high school, I plan to 
go to Hobart and get a certification to weld and to become an 
underwater welder. 

JACOB JOHNSON
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As my time at UHS comes to a close, 
I want to reflect on my experience 
here as a Hillclimber. I played soccer, 
basketball, and tennis; I participated 
in NHS; and I starred in two of the high 
school’s musicals. One thing that made 
my high school experience special was 
the COVID pandemic in the middle of 
it. The quarantine split my high school 
experience in half, and the pre-pandemic 
days truly feel like a separate reality. My 
junior year almost feels like it did not 
exist because of all the social distancing 
mandates that ruined our fun and made everyone seem like a 
zombie in the hallways. My goal for senior year was to make the 
most of the time I was given because I knew, due to my junior 
year, just how easily these experiences could be taken away 
from me. One  moment from my freshman year defines my high 
school experience. I had just met one of the then-seniors, and I 
told him I was a freshman. He responded by saying, “Wow, I do not 
remember what it feels like to be a freshman. I could not imagine 
going through another four years of high school.” He must have 
noticed how stressed that statement made me because he then 
followed up with “There is definitely a ton of work, but don’t worry; 
you’ll make a lot of memories along the way.”For some reason, I 
can remember this moment like it was yesterday, and now that I 
am in that senior’s shoes, I can wholeheartedly agree with him. If 
someone told me to make a hike up this four-year mountain again, 
I would not; however,  I will always cherish that journey I had as a 
Hillclimber. 

OTTO JOHNSON

I have attended Urbana through my 
entire school experience; I have had a 
very memorable five years at Urbana 
High School. There were many ups and 
downs along the way. I knew I had to keep 
pushing to get to graduation. Even though 
Mrs. deNijs was not my favorite teacher, 
she definitely pushed me the hardest. 
Mrs. deNijs helped me through summer 
school every single year and English my 
final year. No other teacher cared quite as 
much as she did even though she did not 
have to. My favorite teacher, by far, even 
though I only had him for a single year, was Mr.Klingler. I could 
write this whole tribute about him and his class easily, but I will not 
. Welding technologies was my favorite class, and I even had the 
honor of participating  in SkillsUSA and going  out to Hobart for 
the competition. Johnny Moore, Bryant Chamberlain, and I placed 
fifth among six  teams, so we  did not get the chance to go to the 
state competition, but it was one of my best memories by far. Mrs. 
Zachrich and Mr. Wilhelm, I would also like to thank you for letting 
me take a few of your classes over the years and for dealing with my 
shenanigans every year at Cardboard City. After graduation, I plan 
to go to Hobart and become a certified aerospace welder and get 
other welding certifications along the way. I may have complained 
along the way to graduation, but I will remember it forever.

CHEVY JOSEPH

As my senior year comes to an end, I 
am thankful for all of the opportunities 
that came from being a Hillclimber. I have 
been involved in soccer, tennis, NHS, 
PBIS, and DECA. Musically, I have been in 
Climber Singers, show choir, and musical. 
Within these activities, I have been team 
captain, earned the CBC Special Mention/
Sportsmanship award, and played in the 
All-Star game for soccer. I have made it 
to sectionals and districts for tennis. I was 
vice president of Climber Singers my 
senior year. I earned third and second 
place in state and made it to nationals my junior and senior year 
for DECA. I have been a leading coordinator of art projects in 
Art IV. Finally, I have been on the honor roll all four years of high 
school. From all of these activities, I have met amazing people and 
made amazing memories. Because of the students, faculty, and 
coaches, Urbana High School has prepared me for my future. I 
would like to specifically thank Leigh Ann Simpson, Dylan Walker, 
Michael Grim, and Patrick Trenor. I would not be where I am today 
without these important visionaries. I have been blessed with the 
opportunity to create a multitude of things for UHS: soccer/tennis 
logos, musical shirts, prom logos, DECA logo, and video edits.  I 
have realized all  I have done over the past four years of high 
school will be left behind in perpetuity, but I am proud of it all. 
Outside of school, I own and manage an art business called ROO 
Creations, where my team and I create commissioned portraits for 
families. I plan on attending Miami University in business and fine 
arts to continue my creative path. I look forward to seeing where 
life takes me!

RILEY JOHNSON

As my high school career comes to an 
end, it still does not feel real; my time here 
was shorter than most because I spent a 
year at High Point Career Center. I will 
never forget my high school experience. 
I played soccer at UHS for three years, 
and this is where I built most of my 
relationships. The people I played soccer 
with in high school were teammates who 
I played with my whole life. Everyone on 
the team got along, and some of the guys 
on the team ended up becoming my best 
friends. One of the things I will miss most 
about UHS is the teachers and their constant support towards 
me to push through to graduate and walk down the hill. One of 
my favorite memories during high school was my lunch period 
because every year somehow I would get to lunch with my friend 
group, and it felt like a break from the never-ending workload 
and stress of high school. I wish all my classmates in the Class of 
2022 the best of luck in their future endeavors. I would also like to 
thank my coaches, teachers, friends, and classmates for helping 
me become the person I am today. Though I am leaving UHS, I 
will never forget the memories made here.

SAMSON KARG
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My career at Urbana High School 
has been an incredible experience. 
The memories that I have made will 
stay with me for the rest of my life. I 
cherish (almost) every moment here 
at UHS, and aside from the COVID 
madness, I would not have it any other 
way. Throughout my career, I played 
basketball for four years and tennis 
for one year. I will be attending Miami 
University in the fall of 2022 to study 
psychology and business. I would like 
to thank Kyle Rooney, Otto Johnson, 
Riley Johnson, Duke Buckalew, and Zach Hoskins for being 
my best friends throughout my whole career at Urbana. I 
would also like to thank my parents, Jay and Sarah Keely, for 
the continuous support they provided me. 

MAXWELL KEELY
When I first came to Urbana in 

seventh grade, I  knew no one. Little 
did I know that I would make tons 
of friends and truly find who I was. 
These quick four years have had the 
biggest impact on my life. My parents 
have been amazing; they have given 
me the best life, the most support, 
and the most love. All three parents 
always pushed me to join something 
in school. I fought it until I joined FFA 
and found the people I love. FFA and 
high school taught me life skills and 
lessons that I needed, and I will forever be grateful. Thank 
you to all of the teachers who have been there for me, who 
have given me the courage to stick it through, and who have 
taught me the things I needed to know for my future. Many 
thanks to Mrs. deNijs for being patient with me, giving me 
time, and helping me throughout the year, especially when 
things got really difficult for me; it will mean more to me than 
you will ever know. My biggest thank you goes out to my 
counselor, Mrs. Morgan; she is there when I need someone 
to talk and rant to and when I need advice. She has been 
my number one supporter, and I would not have made it 
so far mentally or academically without her. Today, I have a 
scholarship to attend Clark State to become a social worker. 
I have been working at my job at the Marysville Rural King 
for almost a year, I have made several speeches at events, 
and I participate in interviews to help the community. I want 
to thank everyone who was there for me and helped me 
achieve these things. I will always remember and hold them 
close to my heart. 

MARAH KERNS

My times at Urbana City Schools 
were not always the best. I went 
through a phase from fourth or fifth 
grade that did not end until halfway 
through my junior year. This phase 
consisted of me getting in trouble in 
and out of school. If I could, I would 
go back and change the way I used 
to act because it only set me up for 
failure. When I got to high school, there 
were about five people over these 
four years that truly showed me they 
did not just care about me graduating, 
but they also cared about me as a person. These people are 
my momma, my dad, Ms. Cress, Ms. M, Mrs.deNijs, and Mr. 
Swain. These are the people responsible for me graduating 
this year; without you all, there would be no shot of me 
completing high school. I just want to say thank you for 
everything you have done for me to get me to the point that 
I am at now. I know we have all had our ups and downs with 
each other; however, none of you have ever given up on me, 
and I am so grateful for that. I really hope that by graduating 
I will show you at least a little bit of how grateful I am for all 
of you coming into my life and making impacts that will last 
a lifetime. I also hope you will all be there to experience 
graduation with me. After high school, I plan on working 
every day and  saving my money so one day I can build my 
own house; I also hope to become a police officer once I turn 
twenty-one. 

BRENDON KING

Even though high school was really 
hard sometimes, I am going to miss 
many things about it. My favorite part 
about high school was the friends 
I made and the lessons I learned. 
Through cheerleading, softball, 
and events, I made new friends and 
memories that I will never forget. My 
favorite moments are all the funny 
times during class and clowning 
around with all the teams I have been 
on. I am definitely going to miss being 
able to see all my friends almost every 
day. I learned many valuable things about life that will help 
me to grow as a person. I want to give a special thanks to 
Rusty Myers for making high school and my choir career 
fun and teaching me things I will use in the future.  I would 
also like to thank all my friends, teachers, and parents for 
supporting and encouraging me through every decision I 
have made and will make in the future. 

DESTINY KING
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I have not attended Urbana Schools 
my whole life; I am glad I had the chance 
to be a Hillclimber the past five years. I 
have had the opportunity to be involved 
in many activities, which have helped 
create who I am today. Music has been a 
huge part of my life; I have participated 
in all of UHS’s instrumental groups, and I 
have performed in the Springfield Youth 
Orchestra. Some of my favorite moments 
have been on the football field and 
in the band room. I have also enjoyed 
making  memories on the golf course. I 
have had a great deal of support around me. A big thank you to 
Mrs. Jacobs and Mrs. Markin for letting me be their office aide 
for the past two years. You gave me a fun and welcoming place 
to be during the day. Mrs. Morgan, I appreciate you for letting 
me talk and vent when I needed you. Mr. P, thank you for the 
life lessons, investment advice, and knowledge of calculus. Mr. 
Sapp, thank you for your love and mentorship. You taught me 
confidence, hard work, discipline, and resiliency; you taught 
me how to believe in myself and how to be a leader.  Finally, 
thank you to my family for your love and support. For much of 
my life, I have been intrigued by outer space and spacecraft 
and enthralled with what lies beyond our world as well as the 
technology used to explore it. I plan to attend Edison State 
Community College to finish an engineering transfer degree. 
Following that I will transfer on to complete a bachelor’s 
degree in mechanical engineering with a minor in music. I 
will also pursue an aerospace engineering graduate degree. 
My ultimate goal is to be an aerospace engineer at SpaceX 
working in their starship division.

AIDAN LEONARD

High school is one of the biggest 
experiences you will get growing 
up. It is the place you meet all your 
friends and grow up together. You 
get to experience things like field 
trips, school dances, class cooking 
experiences, pep rallies, football 
games, and basketball games, plus 
a bunch of laughter. We are always 
talking about how we can not wait to 
graduate and finally be free of coming 
to school, but I feel like we will all miss 
it. The memories school holds are so 
special, and I am shocked how fast it flew by. When I think 
about the last four years I have spent here, I think about all 
the friends I have made and how they were always willing 
to help me get past the point of not wanting to do the work.  
I would like to thank all the teachers who have helped me 
when I was doubting myself, including Ms. Leonard, Mrs. 
Moore, Mr. Swain, and all my English teachers. I would also 
love to thank my parents for supporting me throughout the 
years. I am thankful for my time spent at Urbana High School, 
but now I am ready to see where life takes me. Peace out, 
and congratulations to the Class of 2022! 

  SHYLA MCCONNELL

I am the daughter of Kathy and 
Charles Maddy. My mom has been one 
of my biggest supporters throughout 
high school, and I do not know where 
I would be without her. I have made 
some of the best memories while in 
high school, and I am sure I will never 
forget a single one of them. These 
memories have made me grow so 
much as a person, and I am  prepared 
for college in the fall. Even though 
these past four years have been 
difficult, my closest friends made the 
bad days bearable and the good days even better.  This is 
especially true of my best friend Libby Gilliam, who has 
been by my side since second  grade. I am going to miss 
seeing some of my favorite teachers every day, especially 
Mrs. Ridge, Mrs. deNijs, Mrs. Leonard, and, of course, 
Madame. Madame gave me some of the best advice and 
encouragement, and she always knew how to make me smile 
and laugh. Je t’aime beaucoup, Madame! During high school, 
I have been active in our marching and concert band. It 
brought both bad and good memories, and I am really going 
to miss band camp every summer and performing every 
Friday night. Mr. Sapp has kept me from quitting band, and 
he has also made me want to quit band many times, but I am 
so thankful to have been a part of such an amazing family. 
Thank you UHS for these past four years and for making me 
so excited for the next ones! As always, go Climbers!!

SARA MADDY

Throughout my time at UHS, I have 
had wonderful experiences. I have 
participated in soccer and basketball, 
I made many friends, and I had great 
experiences. Because I am graduating 
early, my time in UHS sports has been 
cut short, but that does not take away 
from the amazing time I had with my 
teammates and coaches. I will cherish 
the times in sports for the rest of my 
life. I have also had the opportunity 
to be a part of the National Honor 
Society and receive academic awards 
such as Spanish III Student of the Year my sophomore 
year. I have been in many amazing classes, and I have had 
wonderful teachers. That being said, my favorite class that 
I have ever taken at UHS was chemistry, and my favorite 
teacher was Mrs. McDonald. These classes and teachers 
have helped me become the best possible me. I am forever 
grateful for all of my teachers that I have had. After high 
school, I plan to attend Mount Vernon Nazarene University 
and study forensic science. All of this would not be possible 
without some very special people. I would like to thank my 
brother Bryant. He has always been there for me to help 
me with anything, to hang out with me, and to talk to me 
about anything that is going on in my life. Next, I would 
like to thank my parents for pushing me to do my best in 
everything. Lastly, I would like to thank Lance Jackson for 
being the best coach I have ever had. I could not have ever 
dreamed of having such a good coach for both soccer and 
basketball. Thank you to everyone who has been in my life 
these past three years; you guys were amazing. 

LEXIE MCKENZIE
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High school has molded me into 
the person I am today. Through 
the countless experiences, good 
and bad, I was able to find out 
who I am. Freshman year was a bit 
overwhelming; I came in with my best 
friends Samson, Jayden, Oliver, and 
Kadren, and since then I have made 
countless new friends. Junior year was 
when everything changed; I began 
to realize I could not take myself too 
seriously. The Class of 2022 helped me 
realize this; the energy we bring to the 
school is clear. We are focused on having fun, almost like a 
family; this made my four years here much more enjoyable. 
Sports have had a huge impact on my high school memories; 
there was never a day where I did not have a smile on my 
face whether I was in a game or on the practice field. Many 
people are scared about what is to come after graduation, 
but I am very excited to see what the future hold for me. 

BRADLEY MEFFORD
Attending Urbana High School was 

one of the best experiences of my 
life. For the past four years, I have met 
incredible people who have changed 
my life. I would like to thank all of my 
teachers for contributing to my growth 
as a person. Some of the teachers who 
have influenced me during my four 
years in high school were Mr. Morgan, 
who in his first year of teaching 
impacted my life by teaching fun 
lessons that made me realize I loved 
history and politics, which is why I now 
want to become a lawyer. Mr. Russell was a great inspiration 
to me as well, as he taught me the importance of marketing, 
and he was always looking for ways to make our high school 
experience a memorable one. Last but not least, I would like 
to thank Madame Padilla for her dedication to her job. She 
always made sure to help everyone, and she was always as 
kind as one could possibly be. She might not know this, but 
she made me realize that learning French is something that 
I will do for the rest of my life, and she showed me that you 
can learn while having fun at the same time. None of this 
would have been possible without my father, my stepmom, 
and my family in Chile. Through this unforgettable journey, 
I have been lucky enough to have a great family to support 
me and teach me new things that I will always remember. To 
me, school is not just a phase in life, but rather a foundation 
from which I will build a successful future, and I frankly 
hope to experience similar things in life. I will forever be 
grateful for the opportunities this wonderful school has 
given me.

SIGRID MELCHER

The last four years have been the 
craziest ride. I will miss seeing all my 
favorite teachers and staff. Urbana 
High School will forever hold a special 
place in my heart since it is the longest 
I have ever been in one school district. 
Over the past four years, I had the 
privilege of being a part of the Urbana 
FFA program; senior year, I  served 
as secretary. I am so happy that I got 
the opportunity to be in an ag class. 
The ag wing was the one place where 
I could just relax from the rest of my 
classes and do what I actually enjoy. FFA has changed my 
life in so many ways, from my communication abilities to 
just knowledge of all things food safety. The CDEs that I 
participated in were soils, food science, milk quality, and 
agricultural communications. I want to thank one teacher 
who has helped me through all four years and who has 
impacted my life in so many ways, my ag advisor Mrs. 
Zachrich. Thank you to all the teachers I have had. After high 
school, I plan to go to Ohio School of Phlebotomy to receive 
my phlebotomy degree and then hopefully get hired at The 
Ohio State Wexner Medical Center.

MCKAYLA MILLS

Twenty-nine years old; that is how old I 
will be in ten years. That seems so far away, 
yet people always ask about the future. 
I suppose that is because as seniors in 
high school, we  begin making important 
decisions about the future. The things I have 
learned in school have helped me carve 
my future. Taking digital photography 
my freshman year helped me realize that 
the world of photography can open many 
doors and allow me  grow while capturing 
people. I did not always know I wanted to be a photographer, even 
though looking back, I often wonder how I missed it. My journey 
into photography started out as a hobby. I bought myself a Canon 
Rebel and signed up for online courses where I learned the basics. 
It only took a few courses and Youtube videos to get me fully 
interested in learning everything about being a photographer. My 
life looked very different just four years ago. A few words that come 
to mind when I sit and reflect on my journey are words like hard 
work, struggle, loneliness, achievement, and love. Self-employment 
is not for the faint-hearted, especially when starting out in high 
school. Overcoming the fear of failure and starting so young are 
just two of the main struggles in photography. I have learned to stop 
comparing myself to other creators and focus on my art. Many of 
my high school friends have been supportive and willing to help 
me along the way. My first bookings were seniors at Urbana; I will 
never forget that. Urbana has supported me and allowed me to 
blossom and start the life I love. I will forever be thankful.

CHRISTINA MOORE
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In the words of Spongebob, “You 
never know the true value of a 
moment, until it becomes a memory.” 
Joey has made many memories while 
at Urbana High School, and there are 
many people he would like to thank 
for that. Mrs. Heminger and Heather 
have contributed so much to Joey’s 
education and growth as an individual, 
and he would like to thank them for 
their help. Joey also appreciates the 
hard work of his previous teacher, Mrs. 
Ferryman, in helping him to develop 
into who he is today. Joey will miss seeing his bus driver 
Mrs. Huffman every day. Kaeleigh, Joplin, Marissa, Hayden, 
and James have given Joey a lot of good memories that he 
will look back on fondly. Lastly, Joey would like to thank 
his parents for their strength and hard work in giving him 
a great childhood and raising him to be a fun-loving and 
upstanding young man. 

JOSEPH MOYER

All my life I have been told high school 
would fly by. Coming into freshman year, 
I remember thinking that four years was 
a long time until graduation. Now that the 
day is finally approaching, I realize I was 
wrong. In my time at Urbana High School, 
I have made many memories that I will 
cherish forever. I want to thank my family, 
friends, teachers, and coaches who have 
helped me grow into the person I am today. 
Although our high school experience was 
interrupted by the COVID-19 pandemic, I was still able to make 
the most out of high school and build friendships I will hold onto 
forever. During my time at UHS, I participated in football, track, 
and DECA. My extracurriculars guided me in my decision-making 
when choosing what I wanted to do after high school. I always knew 
I would go to college, but I did not know where I would or what 
I would study. When football season came my senior year, I was 
elected team co-captain. This helped me develop my leadership 
skills and work with others. After the season ended, I decided I 
wanted to play college football. As the school year went on, DECA 
made me realize that I wanted to pursue a career in business. After 
graduation, I will attend Tiffin University to continue playing football 
and to study business management. Although our journey through 
high school is coming to an end, I will never forget the people who 
have been by my side since kindergarten. I would not be who I am 
today without all of you. Thank you, UHS. Go Climbers!

CAMERON MURPHY

When I think about my four years at 
UHS, I think about the people who I spent 
time with and how they have helped me 
become the person I am today. Everyone 
wants you to succeed, and everyone 
wants to push you to do your best. 
Freshman year was scary for anyone, but 
I knew I would be okay because I had 
my friends to help me. I was involved 
in volleyball for three years, softball for 
three years, and basketball for four years; 
I also was a part of DECA for a year. I 
loved keeping busy because it took stress 
off me. I enjoyed playing sports because it helped me create 
long lasting friends. I enjoyed all of my coaches and teachers 
because they each had their own unique ways of teaching me 
life lessons, and they pushed me to challenge myself, so in the 
long run, I will be prepared for the college workload and life 
itself. It will be hard walking away from the people I love and 
the memories I have made, but I will not forget them. After I 
graduate, I will attend Kentucky State University to continue my 
softball career and major in psychology to become a counselor 
or social worker. I want to thank my mom, my mammy, my best 
friend Haleigh, and Coach Fain for always believing in me and 
telling me that I can do it when I did not believe in myself. I want 
to thank Valerie Leonard for being someone I could always go to 
because I know she would lead me to the right direction. I would 
like to thank many more people, but the list is too long. Thank 
you, UHS, for the memories, for the people, and for pushing me 
to be the best person I can be. 

MALEAH MURPHY

School was ok;  nothing great 
really happened, but it was a change 
through our lives.There were good 
and bad days.There were teachers 
like Mr. Edwards who helped and kept 
people going, so they would graduate. 
Teachers like Mrs. Zachrich made the 
class fun by making us use our hands 
and really get involved in the project. 
There were bad days like in-class 
essays that kind of sucked out our 
souls, but when they were done, we 
felt like nothing worse could happen 
until the next day when we got hit with a one hundred point 
summative test. There was the fun after school stuff like 
Cardboard City, where we had fun while sitting outside. 
Whether a day was bad or good  depended on the way we 
looked at it and went through it. Most days, I looked at it in 
a good way, and it was great. I passed every class thanks to 
the teachers that I had.  They may have had to drag me there 
a bit, but I always made it one way or another. The best days 
were those that went by fast where I got everything done, 
and I got to just calm down and talk with people about what 
was  going on in the week; those days went even faster, and 
life was great because of it. Thanks to those teachers, I will 
be able to start a life where I do the things that I love.Thanks 
to this, I can do stuff that I want.

CHRISTOFER NAPPER
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During my four-year duration at Urbana 
High School, I have learned many things 
about not only myself, but about those 
around me. From hanging out with my 
homies to playing soccer, high school 
has truly been an extremely long, but 
fun-filled, experience. Urbana High 
school has taught me that I am able to 
do anything and everything that I put my 
mind to. Everything Urbana has taught 
will help me succeed at Tiffin University 
next year. I would like to start off by 
thanking my mom, Nana, and Grandma 
Barb for always pushing me to exceed the expectations that have 
been put on me. I would like to thank Miss M. and Miss E. for 
always being right in my corner even when they did not have me 
in class and for always allowing me to come to them whenever 
I needed a shoulder to lean on. I would also like to thank Mrs. 
D. for pushing me to achieve more than I believed I could, even 
when I wanted her to stop. I would like to thank Coach Mike and 
Coach Petty for giving me a chance when no one else thought I 
deserved one. Last, but not least, I would like to thank all of my 
homies for making high school a fun place to be. Everyone has 
always told me that the high school years are the best years of 
your life; now that my high school career is coming to a close, I 
can say that I completely agree. I will forever cherish the friends 
and memories I have made at UHS.

KADREN NEFF-STRICKLAND
Urbana High School, thank you 

for taking care of the Ofori family. 
These amazing teachers and this 
community have raised every Ofori 
child. My brother, who is now twenty-
five,  started his years in Urbana at 
South Elementary kindergarten, just 
as my sisters and I did. Each school 
has made an impact on us and has 
given us memories that we will never 
forget. As a kid, I remember walking 
around the halls of the old high school 
with my mom and my siblings as they 
went to find their lockers and classes for the first time. I will 
always remember walking through the mazes of halls with 
my sister Bridget as she made her way to the French room 
to eat crepes. I remember walking with my brother and his 
friends to the football locker room, and I will never forget 
the tunnel under the bleachers that led to the Urbana Jr. High 
gymnasium where I would watch my sisters play volleyball 
as Mrs. Petty stood watching from a corner. Now it is just me, 
the last Ofori, and it is my time to leave this school with no 
sibling to pass the torch to. On behalf of my family, thank you 
for the support, the love, and the teachings that we not only 
took from the classroom but from sports, choir, and musicals 
as well. It has been an honor, and we will forever be called 
Urbana Hillclimbers.

 BENJAMIN OFORI

It is surreal that I, and the rest of 
the Class of 2022, are coming up on 
the end of our high school careers. 
Throughout my high school career, 
I have been involved in a number of 
activities. I spent my freshmen and 
sophomore year in concert choir until I 
switched to Climber Singers my junior 
and senior year. I was also in the FFA 
work program my senior year. Thank 
you to Mr.Wilhelm and Mr. Myers 
for being wonderful teachers and 
great mentors to me. Thank you to my 
English teachers, Ms. Cress, Mrs. Ridge, and Mrs. deNijs. You 
all have encouraged me to exceed my own expectations and 
taught me how to push myself; I am grateful for the lessons I 
learned from all of you. I would like to thank my mother and 
father, Buffy and Jeremy Packard, for the constant love and 
support they gave me. I look forward to graduation and plan 
to enter the workforce until I go to college for a business 
degree in the fall of 2023.

EMILY PACKARD
As senior year comes to an end, 

it is time to look back, reflect, and 
remember all the memories and fun 
times. I came to Urbana my seventh 
grade year, and I  have been here 
ever since. From the day I first arrived 
at Urbana, I loved the atmosphere, 
especially at Friday night football 
games. After making a few friends, 
I decided to go to a football game 
and watch. The number of fans and 
students there was insane. When 
compared to my previous schools, 
Urbana is the smallest, but it has the best atmosphere and 
tradition. When I lived in Illinois, we would travel through 
Urbana when visiting my grandparents.  I would look at 
the square and see all the lights, but never would I have 
imagined as a young child I would be graduating from a 
school in this town. Senior year is one of the most exciting 
yet stressful years in high school. The time I have  put in 
to getting to this spot is not unnoticed, but the work that 
needs to be done senior is arduous. Senioritis is a real thing 
and hits people really hard. The word graduation used to 
be exciting, but now it is more bittersweet to me. Now that 
graduation is close, it is time to stay focused, buckle down, 
and finish the year strong. One piece of advice that I would 
give to younger students is to always take part in school 
events. Do not be afraid to get out there and be yourself. 
High school is a time in your life where you are given 
so many things and have to figure out how to maneuver 
through. Do not ever miss out on a chance to have fun. 

TREVOR PARTHEMORE
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While looking back on the four 
years of high school,  I know that 
saying my goodbyes, walking across 
the stage, and closing this chapter 
of my life is going to be difficult. 
Although these four years have been 
a struggle, it has also been a great 
experience  thanks to the people 
who encouraged and pushed me to 
do my best. This year I can proudly 
say that I am done struggling, and I 
will be graduating with the Class of 
2022. Some staff members have really 
helped me succeed. Mrs. Petty taught geometry my junior 
year and never gave up on me. Second thanks to Mr. Swain 
who also helped me in Algebra II when I was struggling. 
Coming to school and being greeted by the custodians 
Mike and Jazzy every morning was a highlight of my time at 
Urbana. I also want to thank my girlfriend Mykah Davenport 
and my friends for motivating me both in and out of school. 
Without them, I do not think I would have made it. Without 
a doubt, I am going to miss the interactions with new peers 
and teachers each year. Thank you, UHS, for preparing me 
for my future, and congratulations to the Class of 2022 as we 
continue to grow and mature in the future.

BREEANNA PERALTA
The last four years at UHS have 

been a rollercoaster of emotions. Even 
though I am happy to move on with 
my future, I am sad to leave behind 
all the memories. Many teachers have 
helped  get me where I ended up. I 
would like to thank Mrs. deNijs, Mrs. 
Leonard, and Jenny Payne for helping 
me so much throughout my senior 
year. From academics to my personal 
life, they all found a way to make me 
feel comfortable and secure in an 
environment that is hectic. One of the 
things that I will miss the most about high school is seeing 
my friends almost everyday. All the accomplishments that 
I have made in the four years have been very meaningful 
because they are all from something that I have worked 
hard for. The accomplishment that has impacted me the 
most is going to Ohio Hi-Point my junior year and getting 
to experience the nursing field. Hi-Point gave me the 
opportunity to meet incredible people and to be taught 
by wonderful teachers. The amount of courage it took me 
to leave my home school, to go to a school where I knew 
no one, was scary. The love and support I received from 
teachers, friends, and family  helped me push me through 
the year.  One last thank you to my parents, Michelle and 
Randy Prater, for supporting and loving me though all the 
rough times. The end is here, and as I walk down the hill, I 
take in everything I have learned during my time at UHS. I 
know what it is like to be a true Hillclimber.  Now it is time 
for me to pursue what I have been working towards. 

TAYLOR PRATER

During my time at Urbana High School, 
I have had a plethora of benefits and 
positive moments with the school staff 
and the students. To begin with, Urbana 
High School has the best art teacher in all 
of Urbana. Of course, I am talking about 
the famous Leigh-Ann Simpson. Simpson 
not only takes time to get to know her 
students, but she makes them feel like 
one of her own. Simpson understands 
students with disabilities and struggles 
in their lives and looks past that to 
help them. She did that with me with 
my obsessive-compulsive disorder. Mrs.  Simpson made me 
feel like I was one of her own children, and I could not be any 
prouder to say that. Simpson took the time to learn about me 
for who I was and not for my disability. We have had countless 
discussions, debates, and life lessons together in her art room. 
Those were the best four years of my life at Urbana High School. 
Thank you, Simpson; I could not be any prouder to be one of 
your students. I hope we can keep in touch and forever keep 
that bond we have. Secondly, I would like to thank my friend 
Cali Christian. You have forever impacted and changed my 
life for the better. When I began high school, I was alone and 
scared, but you swooped into my life and taught me life lessons 
that were priceless. I am forever in your debt for those life 
lessons. I wish you luck at Ohio University, and I hope we keep 
in touch over the years. Thank you for the amazing time,Urbana 
High School. I will miss you.

LEXI PRINCE

My time at Urbana High School 
has been very special and filled 
with lots of memories. Going into my 
freshman year, I remember being 
nervous, yet excited at the same time, 
as I did not  know what to expect. I 
always told myself that I was going to 
do everything in my power to make 
it as memorable as I possibly could. 
The staff at Urbana made it a point to 
really create an inviting and positive 
atmosphere so everyone could 
flourish during my time there. One 
staff member I would like to give a very special thanks to 
is my teacher of five years, Mrs. Heminger, for helping me 
through my journey here. She has always encouraged my 
independence, and she has always made it a point to go 
above and beyond for my peers and myself. During my time 
here, I have won Student of the Month multiple times and 
Student of the Year in 2020, while being on the honor roll all 
four years. I will always remember my peers at Urbana as 
they helped make our time here as enjoyable as possible. 
As of now, my plans include working at my family’s business 
and learning how to help contribute to its success.

CRYSTAL RAMIREZ
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My name is Olyvia Reed, and I am 
currently a senior at Urbana High School. 
Urbana has brought me so many laughs, 
friends, and success in just one year. I 
transferred to Urbana for my senior year, 
and if I would have known the positive 
impact it would have on my life, I would 
have chosen to come years sooner! 
Urbana welcomed me into the school 
and the community in only positive ways: 
friendly classmates, kind teachers, and 
positive atmosphere. Urbana has helped 
me improve my own personal attitude 
as well as just being a kinder person. The students and staff at 
Urbana High School are like no other; they make it a point that 
every student matters, and every student should feel loved. 
Urbana’s DECA class has also opened up many opportunities 
for me in exploring future careers. DECA allows me to learn 
more about business and finance, which has also helped to 
prepare me for the future as far as money management. Unlike 
schools I have attended in the past, Urbana has also given me 
the chance to be myself and enjoy going to school. Urbana’s 
academics and staffing have supported me throughout my 
senior year and have offered the most they can when I fall 
behind. Urbana changed me into a better person, academically 
and personally. I love UHS!

OLYVIA REED
My time at Urbana City Schools has 

been hectic, but it was needed to help 
me handle the crazy and hectic world 
after graduation. The moment I arrived 
in Urbana, they gave me a tour of the 
classrooms, and  I got to make new 
friends and meet teachers who would 
later help me with homework and 
assignments. I have also developed 
a few hobbies and interests along 
the way, such as fixing old antique 
projectors and radios.  My favorite 
subject was history. My future plans are 
up in the air at the moment, but I know I want to further my 
education. I am  stuck between four careers: film director, 
historian, videogame designer, and software engineer. I 
would not  have those options without my family and friends 
who have gotten me through some really rough times.  They 
have given me help with  homework, life, and finances. I 
could not have done it without them. There are a few things I 
regret but not many; the experience I have had at this school 
is something I will never forget.

RILEY RIDDLE

When I think about my years at 
UHS, I think about the people  I 
spent time with and how they have 
helped me become the person I am 
today. The lessons I have learned 
and the memories I have made will 
last a lifetime. Urbana High School 
has given me some of my closest 
friends and has taught me some of 
the hardest lessons. I am so thankful 
for the amazing teachers who have 
guided me and offered me a helping 
hand. One of the many amazing things 
about UHS is the staff. The teachers, custodians, counselors, 
and administrators always go above and beyond for 
their students. Throughout high school, I was involved in 
volleyball, cheerleading, Climber Singers, PBIS, DECA, and 
student council. I tried making the most out of my academics 
by taking numerous honors and college credit plus classes. 
Those classes are ultimately what led me to graduate one 
year early. Some of my favorite memories are from attending 
sporting events and chatting with Mrs. Jacobs, Mrs. Markin, 
Mr. Grigsby, and Mr. Sever every morning during second 
period. I would like to thank my parents and sister for 
always pushing me to do my best and always being there 
for me when I needed a shoulder to lean on. While my time 
at Urbana High School was short, it is something that I will 
never forget. 

LAKEN RIDGWELL

When I think about my four years at 
UHS, I think about the memories that I 
have made and the people that I made 
them with. I have run track and field 
all four years of high school. One of 
my favorite memories was when we 
won the Champaign County Meet last 
year.  I have also been in FFA for five 
years, and I have made the honor roll 
the past three years. I had art with Mrs.
Simpson for two years, and it was my 
favorite class at UHS. Mrs. Zachrich has 
had a great impact on me because she 
has taught me so much about life. Things I have enjoyed at 
UHS were watching the lip-sync contests, helping with the 
Special Olympics, and going to sporting events and school 
dances. I will miss the people that I have gotten close with 
over the past four years. I will never forget when we beat 
Graham during football season, and everyone crowded the 
field after we won. My plan for the future is to attend Ohio 
University this fall and major in nursing. I want to thank Steve 
Wilhem, Leigh Ann Simpson, and Jennifer Butler for never 
giving up on me and always believing in me. I also want to 
thank my family for trusting me throughout these past four 
years of high school. Thank you, UHS, for the memorable 
past four years!

ANNA ROGAN
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My time here at Urbana High 
School has been very spotty, but all in 
all, it  has been a fun ride. I have been 
at this school off and on for about 
seven years;  I have met many new 
and interesting people. Many of these 
people, including teachers, have 
influenced my decisions going into 
life. A few would be Mrs. Goodwin, 
Mr. Tobias, and Mrs. deNijs. These 
teachers have strengthened some 
of my personal traits without even 
noticing, and I thank them for that. 
Another thing that has been a big part of my high school 
career is how different personalities clash and match with 
each other. Being in high school there are a lot of teenagers  
in one area. As you go through the halls, you notice the 
cliques; and it might be cliche, but everyone falls under one 
of the groups. This reality is sad; I always wondered why? 
The problems were the insecurities that everyone faced 
and the judgment that everyone feared. To me, it made no 
sense. In the real world, people do not care what clothes 
you wear or what phone you have. They care about two 
things: What can you do for me? What do I have to do for 
you to get it? This realization shot me to the top of the social 
structure because of my lack of care about what others 
think. Knowing this and learning it from school has helped 
me for the future by showing me to just be my true self.

CHARLES ROLLINS
Throughout high school, I have 

participated in so many activities that 
created some of my best memories. I 
played four years of varsity soccer and 
four years of varsity tennis. Sports have 
been a big part of my life, so I will be sad 
to be done, but thankful for the opportunity 
to do them. I also participated in DECA  
my junior and senior year. I got to go to 
the state competition and even placed 
eighth in the state with my project. Music 
was  a big part of my high school life. I got to participate in choir 
for four years, show choir for one year, and musical for one year. 
Musical was one of my favorite high school experiences. I got 
to play Kenickie in Grease, The Musical, and I had a blast. I also 
participated in leadership groups like PBIS, and I tried to help in 
my school. With all the memories from student sections, sports, and 
groups, and with lots of good friends, I will always appreciate my 
time at Urbana High School.

KYLE ROONEY

“UHS, UHS, UHS!” will be one of my 
fondest memories of Urbana High 
School. Nothing tops the student 
section at football or basketball games. 
While I was not as active in school this 
year, my freshman and sophomore 
years were ones to remember. I 
can remember my first day of high 
school; I was so confused and scared. 
I knew that these last four years would 
determine my future, and like most 
freshmen, it freaked me out. During my 
freshman and sophomore years, I was a varsity athlete on the 
cross country team, I was active in the choir, and I attended 
nearly every sporting event. My junior and senior years, I 
have found a passion for the food industry. I plan to pursue an 
associate’s degree in business management at UNOH this fall 
and next winter, I plan to get a culinary degree and become 
ServSafe Certified. After I have accomplished these things, 
my next big goal is to own a restaurant. I have learned that 
every relationship has a lesson, and my time here has shaped 
me into the person that I am proud to be. I want to thank all 
my teachers for not only providing a great atmosphere to 
learn, but also for being there for me. I would like to thank 
my parents and grandparents for always listening and giving 
great advice, Jen Eby, for helping me find my interest in the 
food industry, and most importantly, my friends. While we 
are going our separate ways, we will always share the love 
and memories we had together. While I am excited about my 
future, I am even more excited for everyone else’s. Goodbye, 
UHS; thank you for everything. 

JUSTIN RUTAN

Hello! My name is Claire Shelpman, 
and I am a senior at Urbana High School. 
I have been going to Urbana my whole 
life. I try to be active in the community, 
whether that means playing sports like 
soccer and basketball, volunteering 
at Paws or as a youth soccer coach, or 
working at the pool and seeing the kids 
I babysit or do lessons with. I have also 
been involved in NHS for the last two 
years, as well as taking college courses 
through Clark State and through Hi-Point at Grimes Field for the 
aviation class. I plan to major in aviation at Ohio University, and I 
am so glad to have finished my high school education. I can not 
wait to see what comes next!

CLAIRE SHELPMAN

These past four years of high school have 
flown by. I have made so many memories 
and friendships that I will forever cherish. 
I am going to miss the people I have 
grown up with, but I am excited to start 
the next chapter of my life. I am going to 
miss my cheer family the most. Being a 
cheerleader has really impacted me. Cheer 
taught me so many things and gave me 
some great friendships. I want to thank my 
coaches Jenny Payne and Amy Russell for 
everything they did for us girls! I want to thank my bestie Kaeleigh 
Bean for being my go-to girl and always being there for me. I am 
also extremely thankful for Mrs.Hall-Heminger. She has helped 
me so much with school and life. She is the person I can go to for 
any kind of advice, and she is always there to listen. She and her 
classroom have really helped me decide what I want to do with my 
future. I am planning to go to Ohio University to major in special 
education. I also want to thank my mom and grandma for being my 
biggest supporters and making sure I have anything I need. I am 
sad it is over, but super excited to see what my future holds!

JOPLIN SLOAT 
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As a freshman, I was eagerly waiting 
for the day I could say I was a senior 
graduating from high school. Now, 
I am not so sure how eager I am to 
walk down the hill and say goodbye 
to a part of my life that has given 
me so much. Throughout these past 
four years at UHS, I have been a part 
of the volleyball and softball teams, 
NHS, student council, DECA, and art. 
I am very pleased to say that I have 
found many successes such as CBC 
Volleyball Player of the Year, 1,000 kills 
and digs in volleyball, and All-Ohio Honorable Mention in 
volleyball. I would like to thank all of my teachers, coaches, 
family, and friends for being a great support system along 
the way and pushing me to reach my potential.  I want to 
give a special thank you to Coach Pack for always believing 
in me and pushing me to be a great athlete and leader.  I will 
always cherish the many memories made at UHS from school 
dances, sporting events, and more. Next year, I am excited 
to continue my athletic and academic career at Otterbein 
University where I will be majoring in allied health and 
playing volleyball.  

EMILY SKELLEY

Making new friends has always been 
a tough thing to do for me, but when 
I came to UHS my freshman year, it 
seemed really easy to make friends. 
Leaving a big school like Marysville 
and coming to a school smaller school 
like Urbana where everyone knows who 
you are felt like a good fit for me. The 
teachers at UHS play a big part in the 
school’s atmosphere; they make sure 
that everyone understands a topic, and 
even if a kid still does not understand 
the topic, they still try and simplify it 
for them.  During my time at UHS, I have participated in three 
years of football and four years of baseball. Some of the people 
I would like to thank are my mom, my dad, my grandparents, 
and my brothers and sisters for getting me to where I am today. 
I would also like to thank my cousin Austin for getting me into 
the sports I love. One of my favorite memories of high school 
was when the football team won their first game in two years, 
and the whole student section rushed the field just to celebrate. 
After high school, I will attend Tiffin University to study sports 
management and to play football. 

BRAEDEN STAMBAUGH

As my senior year of high school 
comes to an end, I would like to take a 
moment and reflect on how wonderful 
the last four years of my life have truly 
been. When I first attended Urbana 
High School during my freshman year, 
I was completely overwhelmed. My 
mind went through all the things that 
could have gone wrong, What if I forgot 
my locker combination? What if I failed 
Algebra? What if I ended up without any 
friends? My worries all began to fade 
within my first week of school; I never 
would have thought that a building could feel like home. 
There have been many teachers who have treated me with 
kindness and helped me become the person that I am today. 
Without their guidance, I truly would have struggled and lost 
confidence in myself. I would like to thank my lovely family 
for believing in me when I was doubtful. I hope that I have 
made you proud. I am very blessed to have made friends who 
have become like a second family to me. I will forever cherish 
all of the laughter and memories I have created within the 
walls of this lovely school. I am going to take everything that I 
have learned and move on to my next adventure. 

WILLOW STALEY 

While high school was a struggle 
for me at times, I still made it. The 
challenge of the pandemic with online 
classes was not easy for me, but I 
pushed through and did my best.  Due 
to my love for animals, I studied animal 
science at Ohio Hi-Point for the past 
two years.  It has taught me that this 
is truly the path I want to continue. 
My future plans are to attend Wright 
State University and study entomology 
and getting an internship to get my 
degree in arachnology. During high 
school, I was involved in FFA, as a member of  the meat 
team, soil team, and food quality team. 4-H has also played 
a big part of my life; I have been showing rabbits for the 
past nine years. I am the son of Tabitha Stambaugh. Some of 
my favorite memories during high school are fishing trips 
to Lake Erie with my grandpa, taking family vacations, and 
attending FFA meets, but the memory of a lifetime was my 
senior year when I took a class trip to Ireland, Wales, and 
England over spring break.

PAYTON STAMBAUGH
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May your hard work 
and education open the 
door to a world of new 

opportunities and success!

A Note of 
Congratulations

6557 US 68 South, West Liberty 
www.greenhillscommunity.org 937.465.5065

I would first like to congratulate 
the Class of 2022; never would I have 
thought that this time would come so 
soon. I would also like to thank all of 
the teachers who have pushed me to 
be the best student that I could be: 
they all have helped me through the 
rough times whether it be grades or 
just life in general. I would also like to 
give a huge thanks to all of the coaches 
who have taught me so much over the 
past four years and who have made me 
tougher mentally. During my freshman 
year, I could have only dreamed of what I accomplished 
in football my senior year: First Team CBC, All South West 
Honorable Mention, and top of the CBC with 159 tackles. Of 
course, I can not forget about my parents and my grandma 
for supporting me through everything. Finally, I would like to 
thank all the brothers I have made at UHS:  they have made 
high school for me, and they have shaped me into who I 
am today. Thank you, UHS, for a crazy four years; I will be a 
Climber till the day I die. 

LEVI STAPLETON
Crazy to think after four exhausting 

years of high school, it is all over. Urbana 
brought me closest to the people who 
belong in my life. Urbana also taught 
me what it is like to have few friends 
and what people actually are like. You 
learn a lot of lessons by just walking 
through the door. My favorite class I had 
in high school was definitely English. 
The reason for this decision is because 
even though Mrs. deNijs could be a 
bit pushy, she always wanted what was 
best for you, and that is also what made 
her my favorite teacher. Even though her class made a lot of 
memories alone, there were many other highlights. Some of 
the best highlights were being in Mr. Wilhelm’s Climbertime 
and making the underclassmen laugh while hanging out with 
friends. I would like to say goodbye to a few people. I would 
first like to say bye to my girls; you know who you are. You 
always put a smile on my face when I was sad and made  sure 
the smile would  stay. Then, I would like to say bye to my guys. 
If it were not for you, I would not have had the fun I did when I 
was at school or at work. Finally, I would like to say bye to the 
teachers who pushed me to continue even when it got tough. 
My future plan is to go to college to major in  biology and 
minor in psychology. I will forever remember the good times I 
had while I was here; thank you, Urbana, for everything.

KASSIE STID

Even in the final quarter of my final 
year of high school, the end of my 
high school career does not feel real. 
When I look back on all the good and 
the bad that has resulted from high 
school, it does make me nostalgic. 
From the amazing Friday nights with 
the marching band to hardest school 
assignments, it has been a wild ride. Of 
course, it was never something that I 
went through alone. It would be remiss 
of me to miss out on this opportunity to 
thank all of my friends from marching 
band or other places. Also, all of the support that I got from 
my family was one of the driving factors in enabling me 
to make it through high school like I have. Another group 
of people who deserve more thanks than they probably 
get is my many teachers throughout the years. For them, 
it was mostly a thankless job. However, they strive to give 
reluctant students the best education and best high school 
experience that they can. All of that said, I am incredibly 
grateful for everyone who has helped me make it through 
high school and set me up to succeed in my future; I can not 
wait to see what that future will be.

BRAYDEN STOUFFER
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As my years at Urbana High School 
come to an end, I am very thankful 
for my experiences throughout high 
school. I was involved in marching 
band all four years. It really brought 
me out of my shell and allowed me 
to make new friends. I am thankful 
for Mr. Sapp for always making class 
enjoyable and for helping me become 
a better player. I will miss all the 
fun things at the football games and 
band camp. I am also thankful for my 
English teacher, Mrs. DeNijs, who was 
patient and helpful when I did not understand things. Most 
of all, I am thankful for my mom who helped me through 
the stresses of school, the rest of my family who supported 
and believed in me, and  my friends for always being there 
for me and making me laugh and smile. I will cherish these 
things as I start the next chapter of my life in the work force.

LAEL TAVENNER

To say the past four years flew by 
would be an understatement. Though 
the years have been short, they have 
helped shape who I am today. High 
school brought many obstacles out of 
my control. The regular ups and downs 
of everyday school can be a struggle, 
but that is a given. My biggest 
struggle was school shutting down my 
sophomore year due to COVID. Even 
with all that, I was lucky to still have my 
friends and family there for me to help 
me whenever I needed it. At the start 
of  my freshman year, I never would have imagined myself 
participating in activities that I did. I am thankful to have 
participated in basketball for the first two years of my high 
school career and DECA my senior year. Being a part of the 
DECA chapter helped me step out of my comfort zone and 
become more confident with myself. Although our DECA 
chapter was unlucky and could not compete at districts 
for my senior year, I was still fortunate enough to compete 
and place at the state level. Mr. Russell was extremely 
encouraging and made me want to push myself even further. 
I am grateful for my friends and family and for all the 
opportunities that Urbana has provided me.

JEREMIAH TRAINER

Through my years at Urbana High 
School, I have experienced challenges 
and drama and some of the best 
memories. High school was a shock for 
me freshman year because I took  honors 
classes. I was not ready for the jump 
from middle school to high school, but 
I found a break from the stress through 
marching band. This was one of the best 
years, and I have the seniors to thank for 
that. Even though marching band was 
hectic, it had some of the best highlights, 
including the Disney trip. That trip was 
lots of fun, especially when my friend shouted, “Where’s my 
peep?” I would like to thank my band director Mr. Sapp. He was 
a huge influence because he was always the one I could go to for 
advice. Other teachers have helped me achieve my goals; one 
that really stuck out was Mrs. Zaborowski. She always asks about 
how I am achieving my goals to become a commercial airline 
pilot. Last year,  I started the Ohio Hi-point aviation program, and 
I was surrounded by the best people: Mr. Curtner, Bill, and Doug 
Smith. They were there to teach me about aviation and to help 
with anything I needed.  I really loved this program because 
I was able to work on the Travel Air 6000 that won grand 
champion at Oshkosh, and the people there taught me some of 
the best life lessons I have ever learned. With all these lessons, I 
can say I am really happy to have been able to experience high 
school with my friends. With this, I close a chapter of my life with 
an appreciation for the past experiences I have learned from, 
and I open a new one with new expectations for the future.

SOPHIA TAYLOR

My time at Urbana High School is 
something that I will remember fondly. 
I have participated in many activities. I 
played varsity golf for four years, and I 
was team captain for two. I have grown to 
love golf, and I plan to play it for the rest 
of my life. I also participated in National 
Honor Society and the PBIS Student 
Leadership. I was in choir, and this year I 
was given the honor of being named the 
student director. I have also been in show 
choir for three years. This year, I served 
as the show choir student representative. 
I also participated in musical. This year I was honored to get cast 
as Sandy in our production of Grease. While nerve-wracking, 
this was an amazing experience that I will cherish forever. I also 
volunteer with the Urbana Elementary hand chimes and show 
choir groups. Even more than the extracurriculars, the fond 
memories that I have from UHS are thanks to the people. I would 
like to thank my mom and dad for being my biggest supporters. 
I would also like to thank my grandparents and my brother for 
always being there for me, my friends for being the best ever, 
and all of my teachers. I would specifically like to thank Ms. 
Cress, Madame Padilla, and Mrs. Simpson for being amazing 
teachers who had major impacts on my high school experience. 
Finally, I would like to thank Mr. Myers for being the best choir, 
show choir, and musical director while also being the best golf 
coach in history. I am so grateful for all of the positive effects that 
you have had on my life. After graduation, I plan to attend Ohio 
Northern University where I will pursue a doctorate of pharmacy. 

KATIE TRUDO
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My time at UHS has been a unique 
and giving experience. I want to thank 
my family, especially my parents, for 
not only paying for countless school 
trips, but also for pushing me to be 
involved in the school and community. 
I want to thank Mr. Russell for giving 
me an opportunity to come out of my 
shell and showing me I am capable 
of hard things, as well as Mrs.Padilla 
for teaching me that learning is fun, 
and it is the most important tool in life. 
I am thankful to have been involved 
in Climber Singers for the past seven years, as well as 
participating in my freshman and senior year musicals, and 
finally, for being in such an amazing DECA chapter. Overall, 
my most memorable high school experience is being able to 
be in the homecoming parade this year as a court member. 
Being on homecoming court was always a dream of mine, 
and I got to walk the field with some of my best friends. 
My future plans include working while going to school for 
music production. Finally, I want to say farewell to all of my 
classmates, teachers, and friends, and I wish all of you the 
best on your future endeavors!

GRACE ULLOM
High school. Over the last four 

years of my life, I have been dealing 
with a lot. With all the struggles in 
my life, school became extremely 
challenging for me. My grades went 
down, and I lost all hope and stopped 
trying. Throughout high school, I 
was in a different school each year. 
After switching schools so many 
times, I threw a lot of my social skills 
out the window. Every time I would 
make friends, I would have to switch 
schools and start all over. Playing 
sports throughout high school helped me stay more focused 
in school because I wanted to be able to play. School has 
always been challenging for me, and I have wanted to give 
up so many times, but my family kept me going because I 
did not want to let them down. I appreciate every school staff 
member who has helped me in every possible way and got 
me to understand things I did not think I could do. Overall, 
high school has been hard, but I have made it to senior 
year and now is when I have to step up, take over adult 
responsibilities, and set myself up for the future. 

  CAMERON WATKINS

As my time at Urbana High School 
comes to an end, I would like to 
commemorate my experiences and 
accomplishments during these past 
four years. During my four years of 
high school, I played varsity soccer for 
Urbana. Being a part of this team has 
taught me socialization, cooperation, 
and accountability. Most importantly, 
this team has introduced me to many 
lifelong friends. I have received 
numerous awards because of my hard 
work and dedication to this sport. I 
have earned a varsity letter every year, All Area my junior 
year, First Team All CBC my senior year, and Defensive MVP 
my senior year, and I was selected to play in the senior all 
star game. During my last two years of high school, I also 
participated in DECA. DECA has given me the opportunity 
to branch out and try new things. Senior year I was given the 
chance to compete in my first DECA competition. I placed 
second in district competition and sixth in state competition. 
During this process, I have found that I am very passionate 
about business. With this, I have decided to pursue a 
business degree at Edison State. I would like to thank Coach 
Deskins for all the life lessons and long speeches after 
practices, my past and present teachers for always pushing 
me to do my best work, and my parents for constantly giving 
me the love and support I needed. I am eager to see what 
the future holds, and I will forever cherish the memories I 
have made at Urbana High School. 

JENNA WHITE
Words do not come easily to me 

when I think of my experience at 
this school. However, one thing I can 
say with certainty is that my friends 
and teachers have played a massive 
part in my motivation. My biggest 
issue beforehand was that I was too 
scared to ask for help, but as the years 
have progressed, it became harder 
not to rely on such good friends and 
mentors. Ms. deNijs was a great help 
to me because whenever I needed 
assistance, she would always help 
me way more than she ought to. All of my favorite teachers 
are very passionate about their classes, which made me 
want to be as well. I found my passion for 3D modeling in 
robotics class, world artists in the art class, psychology in 
my Engish 12, aquatic life in environmental science, and 
investing in CCR Math. Two people who have made the 
largest impact in my high school life are Zoey Cahall and 
Sigrid Melcher. Sigrid is my best friend and role model in 
my life. Our deep conversations on ethics helped make my 
school days memorable. Zoey is a very smart and fun person 
to be around, and she holds true beauty inside and out. I 
can always count on these two to lift my mood just by seeing 
them. Without these two and the great teachers I have had,  
my school life would not be as important to me as it is now.  
Following graduation, I will go on to a media team in late 
summer and work for a year. I will use everything I became 
passionate about in class and apply it to my work as a video 
game designer and developer. I am eternally grateful for 
that.

LYDIA WHITMAN
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I am a 2022 graduate of Urbana High 
School. High school is not as bad as 
people make it out to be.  Most of the 
time classes feel like they will take 
forever, but if you have Mrs. Butler 
or Mr. Edwards then classes go by 
quickly.   My teachers are not  as strict 
as some, but they will be on you if you 
do not do your work. If it were not for 
my dad and my aunt, I would not be 
graduating. After graduation I plan to 
move out of Urbana and get a job. 

ROBERT WOODRUFF 

I have attended Urbana City Schools 
my entire life. Coming into high school, 
I did not know what to expect. These 
past four years have been the most 
amazing years so far. I have created 
so many memories throughout my 
school years, memories I will never 
forget. I have matured in ways that I 
never would have expected: humor, 
mindset, and many other things have 
changed for me. I came in clueless 
as to what I was going to encounter, 
and I am now leaving with knowledge 
and friendships that I will cherish forever. Unfortunately, I 
did not continue my cheer career for all four years of high 
school, but I still gained sisters and family that I will forever 
cherish. Although high school was not as easy as I was told, 
there were many teachers and upperclassmen who led me 
to success, and I would not be the woman I am today without 
that guidance. Day one of freshman year I did not think that I 
would ever find a teacher and friend like Mrs. Simpson. She 
has taught me things that I never knew that I needed to know, 
things I needed to know inside and outside the classroom. 
The original Urbana Junior High School will forever hold 
all of my best and favorite  memories, from playing games 
in the old gym to our first week away from our parents in 
Washington, DC. I am grateful to say I was a part of the 
growth of Urbana City Schools from South to East to Local  to 
high school, and finally down the hill for the last time. I am 
truly blessed and honored to forever be a Hillclimber. 

LINDSEY YORK 

As a freshman, everybody tells 
you that the years will fly by. You do 
not really believe it until the time 
comes. My years at UHS were filled 
with creating great memories and 
friendships. All of the early mornings 
and long days were so worth it:  to be 
able to walk down the hill with all of 
my class. I can look back now and say 
truthfully that I am forever grateful 
for all of the memories, laughs, tears, 
and lessons I have learned these 
past four years. As a high schooler, 
you go through a lot, and I was lucky enough to have pretty 
amazing teachers to help me along the way. I would like to 
thank Mrs. deNijs, who as we all know, makes it a priority to 
have her students to do their best no matter what. She has 
taught me a lot more that is deeper than senior English. I 
would also like to thank my family, who always provided all 
the encouragement and support that I needed. Although 
it is going to be different not coming to school and seeing 
these same faces I have seen since elementary school, I am 
excited to move on to this next chapter in my life. I cannot 
wait to see what the future holds for us all. 

RILEY WRIGHT
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Senior Tributes were unavailable for the  
following members of the Class of 2022.  

 
We congratulate these students, and  

we wish them luck in their future endeavors!

BRANDON BORELLI

ELIJAH BRADLEY

JONATHAN BRANSTITER

RYLEE BROWN

ASHLEIGH DESKINS

JOSHUA FERGUSON

MATTHEW JESTER

JUSTICE MAGANN

CARMELLA MCNIER

MARIA MEZQUITE

WYATT PELFREY

SARAH PRESTON

DAKOTA PURK

AUSTIN PUTNAM

LACY RATCLIFF

MCKINLEY RATLIFF

EVAN SEGOVIA

WILLIAM STICKLEY

RILEY WILSON



Honoring Our
Graduates
We’d like to extend our 
sincere congratulations 
and best wishes to the 
Class of 2020. As you 
celebrate this milestone 
achievement, please 
know you have made 
your community and 
your loved ones proud!
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