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If your car’s not happy,
bring it to Snappy’s!

Snappy’s Automotive
320 London Road Suite 404

Delaware, OH 43015

If your car’s not happy,
bring it to Snappy’s!

OIL CHANGE SPECIALS

*Excludes diesels. Shop supplies and taxes extra. Most cars/light trucks. Oil 
change includes up to 5 qts. of motor oil and new oil fi lter. Cannot combine 
with any other offer. Limited time only. Present coupon at time of service to 

receive discount/service specifi ed . 

Includes a FREE seasonal check-up 
• Brake Check • All Fluid Levels Check

• Suspension Check • Lights Check
• Belts & Hoses Check • Tire Safety Check

• Radiator & Coolant Check

$1995
Conventional Oil Change

$4995
Synthetic Oil Change

bring it to Snappy’s!
If your car’s not happy,

bring it to Snappy’s!bring it to Snappy’s!
If your car’s not happy,

740-917-7100
www.SnappysAutomotive.com

Gift 
Cards

Available

Families, businesses, schools, and 
just about everyone had to modify 
daily life in dramatic ways due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic. Some of the most 
significant effects of COVID-19 — beyond 
the health implications — have been the 
changes in outings and gatherings and the 
ways holidays were celebrated. 
The 2021 holiday season figures to be 
especially jovial as the world continues to 
emerge from the pandemic. As shoppers 
hit the holiday shopping trail once more, 
they can look to the pandemic for gift-buy-
ing inspiration.

Travel-related gifts
Travel restrictions greatly limited where 
people could go, so millions embraced 
staycations as a means to taking breaks 
from school and work. Travel restrictions 
have now been lifted in many parts of the 
world, and vaccinated individuals may feel 
more comfortable traveling again. Consider 
gifts that include travel essentials, such 
as luggage, plane tickets, toiletries, hotel 
vouchers, and even gift cards to use on 
vacation purchases.

Preparatory gifts
People are much more “germ-conscious” 
as a result of the pandemic. Cases of 
COVID-19 are on the decline, but it still 
pays to be cautious and sanitary. Gifts 
that promote cleanliness may continue to 
be appreciated and also prepare a per-
son should another pandemic occur in 
the future. Stylish reusable face masks; 
special sanitary “keys” that limit contact 
with things like ATMs, doors and elevator 
buttons; ultraviolet disinfecting lamps; and 
even purses and bags that can be cleaned 

without damage are all gift ideas that make 
cleanliness more convenient.

Home improvement supplies
In the wake of canceled vacation plans, 
homeowners channeled their vacation dol-
lars into home improvements. Those who 
still have plans to redo and renovate will 
appreciate gifts that may include gift cards 
to popular home improvement and design 
retailers. In addition, as certain home 
improvement materials like lumber have 
gotten more expensive, a cash gift to offset 
the cost of materials can help people see 
projects through to completion.

Dining out vouchers
Even though many restaurants pivoted 
to takeout service or established outdoor 
seating to meet safety requirements, din-
ing establishments still felt the pain of the 
pandemic. More people have now returned 
to traditional dining, and restrictions on in-
door dining have gradually been loosened. 
Therefore, gifts that focus on dining out, 
such as certificates for favorite restaurants 
or wine bottle caddies for BYOB establish-
ments, can make for great gifts.

Support new hobbies
Many people took on new hobbies and 
explored new activities to pass the time 
during the pandemic. Encourage these 
hobbies by gifting tools and supplies. If 
a person adopted a new pet, try pet-toy 
subscriptions or even purchase pet health 
insurance.
Though the pandemic is something many 
people would love to forget, holiday shop-
pers can look to it for inspiration when buy-
ing gifts for loved ones this year.

Post-pandemic gifts for 
friends and loved ones
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The 2020 holiday season was unlike any 
other. The COVID-19 pandemic was still 
affecting daily life across the globe over the 

final months of 2020, prompting many families 
and individuals to alter holiday traditions they’d 
embraced for decades. That included how people 
shop. Many people avoided in person holiday 
shopping in 2020. However, the successful roll-
out of various COVID-19 vaccines has made in 
person shopping safe again. That’s good news 
for local businesses and great news for shoppers, 
who may have forgotten just how much they can 
benefit from shopping in person.
In person shopping is convenient. Much is 
made of the convenience of online shopping. And 
it’s undeniable that the ability to shop at all hours 
of the day and night is convenient. However, in 
person shopping, especially when shopping for 
others, is much more convenient than shoppers 
may realize. When shopping in person, shoppers 
can get a feel for an item, size it up and even 
inspect its quality prior to purchasing it. That can 
save shoppers from that disappointing feeling of 
receiving an item in 
the mail only to realize it’s poorly made or 
oddly sized and therefore unlikely to fit its eventual 
recipient. 
In person shopping isn’t all about shipping. 
Shipping speed is a significant factor for online 
shoppers, and that may affect just which gift they 
give come the holiday season. According to a Dot-
com report titled “How Fast Delivery and Quality 
Packaging Drives Customer Loyalty,” 87 percent 
of shoppers surveyed indicated shipping was a 

key factor when deciding whether to shop with 
an e-commerce brand again. That’s an important 
consideration, as shoppers may be more inclined 
to buy an item from a retailer simply because of 
their shipping speed capabilities and not because 
of the quality of the item and whether or not it’s 
what they want to give to their loved one. Shop-
ping in person removes shipping from the equa-
tion, ensuring gift givers will give a gift they truly 
want to give and not just the one that will arrive  
on time.
In person shopping allows for more accessible 
browsing. Within minutes of entering a store and 
walking around, shoppers may see a handful of 
gifts that will ultimately be great for various people 
on their lists, even if they had no idea what to get 
prior to entering. That ability to browse is more 
difficult when shopping online, especially when 
buying from online retailers with massive inven-
tories of a range of products. Such sites often re-
quire visitors to pick a category to streamline their 
searches. That’s not always easy or enjoyable for 
shoppers who cherish the opportunity to uncover 
hidden gems or more unique gifts that aren’t avail-
able all over the internet.
In person shopping gets shoppers out of the 
house. Since the onset of the pandemic, people 
have spent more time than ever within the con-
fines of their homes. The 2021 holiday shopping 
season provides a great opportunity to get out of 
the house and disconnect from devices. Shoppers 
can even do so alongside friends and family mem-
bers they weren’t able to see last holiday season.

The benefits of 
in person 
holiday shopping

Holiday bazaars are a popular tradition in many com-
munities. Bazaars typically are hosted by churches, 
nonprofit groups and schools, and they can be 

profitable fundraisers where products, crafts and foods are 
sold to benefit a worthy cause. 

Various strategies can make holiday bazaars more suc-
cessful. Check out these suggestions 
before getting started.
Choose the date carefully. The holiday season is a busy 
time of year and event organizers will be competing with 
many other events. Try to choose a weekend with little 
to no competition, especially with other bazaars. Also, 
schedule your bazaar early in the shopping season so that 
people will not be time-pressed with social events, school 
concerts and 
church functions, which tend to increase in mid to 
late December.
Secure a convenient location. Venues to hold the ba-
zaar may be in high demand in December. If you’re fund-
raising for a school or religious organization, they may be 
able to offer a cafeteria or another space in their facilities. 
Other buildings to consider include Knights of Columbus 
halls, VFW rooms and party spaces inside firehouses or 
first aid buildings. Some may offer spaces at discounted 
rates for nonprofit groups, so it pays to inquire. In addition, 
building administration may help promote the bazaar by 

printing fliers or advertising on their social media calen-
dars.
Decide which type of bazaar to have. Bazaars can be 
centered around arts and crafts, food, technology, or even 
outdoor supplies. Choosing a particular theme can make it 
easier to organize the event and attract vendors.
Recruit plenty of volunteers. Establish volunteer catego-
ries and find ample help to run the bazaar. For example, 
one person can oversee soliciting vendors, another can 
solicit food and beverage donations, while another can do 
the event accounting, and so on. Figure out where you 
need help and put a person in charge of each subcommit-
tee.
Offer entertainment. While local vendors will attract 
many patrons to the event, games and entertainment can 
keep the momentum going and ensure everyone has a 
good time. Carnival games like knocking down milk bottles 
or winning prizes by spinning a wheel are some additional 
ways to raise funds and ensure guests have fun. A 50/50 
drawing also can be fun and a great way to raise money.
Raise money through vendors. Vendors can rent tables 
at the event for a set rate. The exposure vendors get 
should be well worth the cost of participation.
With these tips in mind, bazaar organizers can host events 
that are fun and raise funds for a great cause.

How to organize a holiday bazaar
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5 great gifts for 
tweens and teens this 
holiday season

Children often marvel at the world around them. They’re delighted to 
receive just about any toy, and play with items that others may not see 
as fun — including everything from mixing bowls to cardboard boxes. 

Slowly that cherubic toddler turns into a school-aged wonder, and later into a 
young adult trying to find his or her place in the world. With each passing year, 
the task of finding gifts for tweens and teenagers becomes that much more 
challenging. 
While most parents and other relatives may never seem “cool” in the eyes of 
their teens, they can gift the tweens and teens they love with presents that will 
earn them a few extra brownie points. The following are five gift ideas that are 
tailor-made for tweens and teens.

1
LED strip lights
Both girls and boys may enjoy custom-
izing their rooms as they see fit. Teens 
can utilize LED strip lights to create 
a unique ambiance that reflects their 
style. These often self-sticking ribbons 
of lights adhere right to walls. They 
come in a variety of lengths so they can 
be used to frame the perimeter of the 
room, if desired. Complete with multi-
colored options and a remote control, 
teens can set their room colors as their 
mood dictates.

4 Sneakers and shoes
Sneakers have long been popular gifts for 
teenagers, but they tend to be costly, espe-
cially for trending styles and brands. Vans 
Slip-On™ Core Classics, Converse Chuck 
Taylor All Star High Top Sneakers, Reebok 
Club C 85 Vintage, Nike Air Force One, and 
Adidas Sobakov are popular among today’s 
tweens and teens. In addition, thanks to the 
resurgence of 1990s style, Dr. Martens boots 
are once again in demand.

Video game consoles
Each gamer has his or her preferred platform 
for gaming. From the Nintendo Switch to the 
Xbox Series X to the Sony PlayStation 5, 
these systems are in high demand. Due to 
that demand, these products may be harder 
to find the closer you get to Christmas Day. 
Grab them while you can and soak in the 
smile on your favorite tween’s or teen’s face.
Teens and tweens are notoriously challenging 
to shop for. However, with some knowledge, 
loved ones can find gifts tweens and teens 
are more likely to use and enjoy.

2 Gift Cards
Teens try to keep up with the latest 
styles. A gift card or clothing gift from 
one of their favorite retailers can help 
them build their ensembles that much 
quicker. Aeropostale, Abercrombie & 
Fitch, Hollister, Forever 21, Zumiez, 
American Eagle, and Tilly’s are just 
some of the stores popular among to-
day’s tweens and teens.

3
Wireless earbuds 
or headphones
Wireless headphones are used on a 
daily basis by tweens and teens. They 
rely on them for listening to music, 
watching movies on their devices and 
even during remote learning sessions. 
There are many brands to choose from, 
and Beats by Dre and Apple AirPods 
are among the most popular.

5
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Gibson the
Florist

740.363.1394
19 W. Winter St • Delaware

Flowers • Gifts • Collectibles
for every occasion

O
H

-7
02

61
63

8

Some people begin their holiday 
countdowns the day after the 
festivities have come and gone. 

With 365 days until the next celebration, 
it may seem like one has all the time in 
the world to complete holiday tasks. But 
before long, holiday crunch time arrives 
and some people find themselves rushing 
around to buy gifts and other essentials.
A 2020 Gallup poll found the average 
holiday shopper planned to spend $942 
on gifts in 2019. The personal finance 
site Mint.com from Intuit reported roughly 
$729 billion was spent during the holidays 
in 2019 — making it the biggest holiday 
season to date. 
Though the pandemic changed the holi-
day shopping landscape in 2020, a return 
to normalcy appears to be on the horizon 
for the 2021 holiday shopping season. In 
fact, the adage of “the early bird catches 
the worm” could help shoppers scoop 
up gifts and bargains before the holiday 
shopping rush begins. Individuals who 
start their holiday shopping early this year 
may discover there are many benefits to 
such an approach.

Spread out spending
Those who begin shopping well before 
the holiday season arrives can spread 
their spending over several months rather 
than a short period of time. This can make 
shopping more affordable for those who 
may have limited financial leeway. It may 
be easier to swallow spending an extra 
$100 per month throughout the year as 
opposed to having a $1,000 bill at  
year’s end.

Shop sales
A Coresight Research survey found that 
more than 25 percent of shoppers ex-
pected to start holiday shopping earlier 
than usual in 2020, when retailers offered 
their promotions earlier than normal to 
compensate for a decline in brick-and-
mortar shopping. While it remains to be 
seen what retailers will do this year, shop-
ping early means people are not beholden 
only to holiday sales promotions; they can 
take advantage of major sales throughout 
the year, including Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day, Memorial Day, Labor Day, back to 
school season, tax-free weekends (often 
offered in August), and even retailer-spe-
cific sales like Prime Day.

Avoid delays
Continued pressure on shipping compa-
nies as online shopping has become so 
prevalent inadvertently leads to delays. 
Couple this with supply chain disruptions 
due to the pandemic, and certain items 
may be out of stock or on back order. 
“With potential product shortages con-
tinuing, if you see something you know 
you want, go ahead and buy it,” said Karl 
Haller, retail industry expert at IBM Global 
Business Services.
Shopping early also assists those 
who have to ship gifts domestically or 
internationally. Shopping early ensures 
those presents get to their recipients 
on time.
Getting a head start on holiday shopping 
is advantageous to shoppers who want to 
budget, save and ensure items are 
available. 

Major benefits to 
early holiday shopping
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100 Norton Rd., Waldo, OH
740.726.2616 

Open 7 Days a Week! 

www.nortonsportinggoods.com

SINCE 1968

In business for over 53 years!

Inventory is limited 

this year so

Shop Early!

Public Shooting and Archery 
Range 1 Mile from Store!

SELL - BUY - TRADE

Inventory is limited 

GUNS - AMMO - SCOPES - KNIVES - MUZZLELOADERS 
ARCHERY - LIVE BAIT - TACKLE

O
H

-7
02

59
30

1

Newly Renovated

It’s beginning to look a 
lot like the holiday shop-
ping season. The four- to 

five-week period between 
Thanksgiving and Christmas 
is one of the most frenzied 
times of year, especially for 
shoppers. 
According to recent research 
from Needle, an advocate-
powered e-commerce 
company, shoppers report 
feeling more stress from hol-
iday shopping than they do 
from family obligations and 
holiday travel. Eighty-four 
percent of consumer respon-
dents in Needle’s survey 
stated that gift-giving caused 
them stress. Finding the 
right gifts for everyone can 
be particularly challenging.
While it may not be possible 
to remove all of the stressors 
surrounding holiday shop-
ping, these tips may help 
make the job more manage-
able.
Outline everyone on your 
list. Santa has it right by 
making a list and checking 
it twice. Only by writing a list 
will you be able to ensure 
you do not forget anyone. 
Savings expert Lauren 
Greutman from Flipp, a 

Canadian savings app, sug-
gests including teachers, co-
workers and service people 
in addition to family and 
friends on the list.
Track deals and coupons. 
Sticking to a budget is easier 
when you utilize tools that 
help you save even more. 
Resources like Honey and 
Retail Me Not will automati-
cally apply coupon codes 
at checkout to make sure 
you are getting the lowest 
prices possible online. Social 
media, retailer websites and 
third-party apps also can be 
great places to find bargains.
Protect personal informa-
tion. The Federal Trade 
Commission says to protect 
yourself financially by shop-
ping only on secure websites 
with an “https” address. Stick 
with retailers that tell you 
what they do with your data 
and how they keep it secure. 
Consider creating a separate 
email address and/or ac-
count password for shopping 
retailers to reduce identity 
theft and other fraud.
Shop early. Bank of Amer-
ica says one of the easiest 
ways to overspend is waiting 

until the last minute to shop 
and then having to settle 
for what’s available, regard-
less of prices. Spread out 
purchases and begin holiday 
shopping before prices in-
crease.
Be wary of fake coupons. 
The internet has made shop-
ping and researching easier 
but also more complicated 
at the same time. A deal that 
seems too good to be true 
may be just that. Counterfeit 
coupons are phishing scams 
that can end up compromis-
ing personal information 
when you click on them.
Take advantage of ware-
house stores. Make the 
most of that membership fee 
by buying the bulk of your 
gifts at a warehouse store to 
save time and money. These 
retailers carry everything 
from jewelry to electronics to 
clothing. Also, they sell gift 
baskets or boxes around the 
holidays that can be divided 
into multiple gifts, saving 
you even more.
There are many ways to 
make holiday shopping eas-
ier and more affordable.

Beat the holiday hustle 
with these shopping 
strategies
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“There’s no place 
like home for the 
holidays.” The 

popular Christmas tune 
says it best, and millions 
of people support that no-
tion every year by heading 
back to their hometowns 
to spend the holidays with 
friends and family. 
The Bureau of Transporta-
tion Statistics points out 
that the Thanksgiving and 
Christmas/New Year’s holi-
day periods are some of 
the busiest times for long-
distance travel. Around 
Thanksgiving, the number 
of trips to and from a des-
tination 50 miles or more 
away increases by 54 per-
cent. During the December 
holiday period, the number 
rises by 23 percent.
When traveling for the holi-
days, suitcases and other 
baggage tends to be filled 
with gifts, decorations and 
other items like food. Pack-
ing for travel can become a 
little more complicated dur-
ing this time of year. But 
these suggestions can help 
ensure holiday items make 
it there and back relatively 
easily.

Wrap them there
One way to preserve the 
integrity of holiday gifts and 
ensure they look attrac-
tive rather than crushed 

or ripped is to wrap items 
when you arrive. Build 
extra time into holiday 
travel so that you arrive a 
day or two early. Seek out 
a quiet spot and get your 
wrapping done. 

Ship there or back
Depending on your mode 
of travel, there may be 
limited cargo space in the 
trunk or back of the SUV. 
Also, if you’re taking a long 
road trip that involves rest 
stops or even staying over 
at a hotel, gifts left in a 
vehicle may attract the at-
tention of thieves. Lugging 
them into the hotel may 
not be practical, either. 
In addition, many airlines 
charge fees for extra bag-
gage, which can quickly 
add up with bulky holiday 
gifts. Instead, ship gifts to 
their destination, trying to 
plan accordingly so that 
someone will be there to 
receive them when they 
arrive. Pick a shipping rate 
that fits your budget.

Make a “small gift” pact
Speak with family mem-
bers and agree to a set gift 
size (and/or dollar value). 
A theme, such as limiting 
gifts to gift cards, perfume/
cologne or food, can make 
this more manageable. 
Try to avoid delicate items 

which can break during 
transit. Small gifts are eas-
ily stashed in luggage or 
boxes to bring home, sav-
ing everyone a little stress.

Remove packaging and 
wrapping
While they may not look 
as pristine as carefully 
wrapped boxes, wrap 
soft clothing items right in 
wrapping paper or tissue 
paper to save on space 
so gifts will take up less 
space. On the return trip 
home, break down cloth-
ing boxes and remove toys 
from their cardboard and 
plastic packaging to make 
them easier to transport.

Bring along an empty 
piece of luggage
Much like on vacation, 
you’ll probably return home 
with a few more items than 
you arrived with during the 
holidays. Plan ahead with 
an empty piece of luggage 
for stowing the new gifts. 
Nest soft or foldable items 
into other gifts to save on 
space. Shirts rolled into 
shoes can save significant 
space.
Millions of people travel for 
the holidays. A plan to get 
gifts to and fro can make 
trips go smoothly.

Tips for traveling with 
gifts in luggage



HOLIDAY GIFT GUIDE 2021 Delaware Gazette8    Friday, November 26, 2021

25 W. Winter St., Delaware, OH

Your neighborhood shop for books,
games, and puzzles!

www.beanbagbooks.com | 740-363-0290 | orders@beanbagbooks.com

O
H

-7
02

60
23

5

The holiday shopping season begins 
around Thanksgiving and contin-
ues at a frenzied pace for about 

a month. Across the country, billions of 
dollars will be spent on gifts, entertaining 
and decor. Various businesses can in-
crease their profits if they make an 
effort to make shopping more 
consumer-friendly. 
According to a survey from LivePerson, 
a global leader in conversational AI, two 
out of three consumers were planning to 
do most of their 2020 holiday shopping 
online due to the pandemic. Welcoming 
those shoppers back to stores may mean 
making some changes designed to 
make shopping more comfortable 
and convenient.
Offer special shopping hours. The 
pandemic opened retailers’ eyes to the 
needs of certain shopping demograph-
ics, including the elderly. Navigating 
packed stores can be stressful for people 
with mobility issues or special needs. 
Over the last several years, select Target 
stores have opened their doors a little 
earlier on certain days for individuals with 
autism, and also dimmed the lights and 
music to create a sensory-friendly envi-

ronment. Other stores may want to follow 
suit, offering key shopping hours or days 
for those who can benefit from  
smaller crowds.
Offer in-store and online capabilities. 
Though many consumers now feel bet-
ter about shopping safely in stores, there 
are some who still may prefer the perks 
of curbside pickup or delivery capabili-
ties. LivePerson’s survey shed light on 
some common consumer concerns 
when shopping online, which included 
asking questions about products, find-
ing products and services, and finding 
revelant promotions. Businesses can 
utilize conversational commerce experi-
ences, including chat options, to enable 

customers to interact online with greater 
efficiency and convenience.
Run a holiday giveaway. Attract cus-
tomers and make the shopping experi-
ence more fun by using a social media 
platform to advertise a holiday giveaway. 
Customers who are spending a lot of 
money will appreciate getting something 
for free. 
Create a welcoming atmosphere. 
Here is where small businesses can re-
ally shine over larger corporations. The 
sights and the smells of the holidays are 
often magnified in cozy environments. 
Offer coffee or hot chocolate and gin-
gerbread cookies to customers when 
they enter the store. Set up a soft sofa 

where shoppers can rest during shop-
ping sprees. 
Offer generous return policies. Some 
gifts simply will not be the right fit. En-
sure that shoppers, whether they pur-
chased online or in person, can return or 
exchange gifts with ease. 
Offer free gift-wrapping. Time-strapped 
shoppers will appreciate the efficiency of 
having gifts wrapped right on the spot. 
This is an ideal job for a teenager or an 
older worker looking to make some sea-
sonal cash.
Small businesses can help solidify repeat 
customers by making the holiday shop-
ping experience convenient, comfortable 
and friendly.

How to make shopping 
more comfortable for 
customers



Friday, November 26, 2021     9Delawate Gazette HOLIDAY GIFT GUIDE 2021

The holiday season is a busy time of 
year. From on or about Halloween 
through New Year’s Day, calendars 

are filled with social engagements and 
other obligations.   
Local bazaars, craft fairs and gift auctions 
are a hallmark of the holiday season. 
Participating in bazaars, fair and shows 
can help generate revenue for local busi-
nesses and provides a host of additional 
benefits as well.

Introduce your brand
Holiday vendor events provide opportuni-
ties to introduce people to your products 
and services. These events tend to have 
rotating, captive audiences, and you can 
enjoy exposure to many different demo-
graphics all under one roof for a set period 
of time. Unlike in a retail situation, holi-
day bazaars may give you the chance to 
demonstrate your product or service and 
speak at length about its benefits. 

Encourage customer feedback
Business owners can connect directly 
with customers and gauge in real time 
how consumers feel about their products. 
Chances are business owners will en-
counter repeat customers who can offer 
recommendations or provide some use-
ful insights into their experiences. This 
valuable information can strengthen a 
business by allowing owners to fine-tune 
their offerings and enhance the customer 
experience.

Explore possible opportunities
Participating in holiday vendor nights gives 
you the chance to check out the competi-
tion. While many bazaars and fairs try to 
limit similar businesses to one or two per 
event, you can still get a sense of which 
products move more readily. Also, if you 
have been pondering changing the scope 
of your business, a holiday bazaar can be 
a great place to conduct some free market 
research.

Network with others in the industry
Business owners can reap the rewards 
of working alongside one another in an 
intimate setting by sharing tips for success 

with one another. Holiday fairs put you in 
close company with other entrepreneurs. 
During lag times, walk around and see 
their set-ups and sales tactics so you can 
learn how to boost your own sales. You 
also can offer advice to others about what 
works for you.

Contribute to community pride
Businesses who participate in holiday 
bazaars are doing their part to build a 
community and may help foster a sense 
of pride within a community. These events 
also tend to celebrate things that make the 
town or city special and evoke good feel-
ings, such as hometown foods or heritage 
crafts. Local customers may feel more in-
clined to interact with businesses that are 
contributing to the hometown feel.
Businesses can benefit in myriad ways 
from their involvement in holiday fairs and 
other seasonal, community-based events.

Why businesses should 
participate in holiday events
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Many people know someone who 
loves spending lots of time in the 
kitchen. Certain home cooks may 

enjoy whipping up favorite recipes, while 
others might get excited about experiment-
ing with new flavors and ingredients.
A love of cooking paves the way for many 
different gifting opportunities. Food-related 
gifts also come in a wide variety of price 
points, making it easy for shoppers to 
spend as little or as much as they want. 
Check out these 10 gift ideas for the foodie 
on your holiday shopping list.
1. Sheet pans: They may not seem like the 
most sexy or high-tech tools of the kitchen, 
but sheet pans are among the most versa-
tile. They can be used for cookies, sheet 
pan cakes, oven-frying cutlets or fries, or 
even serving as the perfect bases for candy 
brittles.
2. Air fryer tool set: By now many people 
have hopped on the air fryer bandwagon, 
but they may not have all of the accessories 
to take air frying to the next level. From 
spatulas to tongs to silicone brushes, an air 
fryer tool set can make meals even more 
delicious.
3. Dutch oven: You’d be hard-pressed to 
find a more hard-working tool in the kitchen 
than a Dutch oven. These heavy, often 
enameled cast iron vessels come in vari-
ous quart sizes. They can be used to cook 
stews, breads, cakes, and much more. 
4. Kitchen compost bin: Home cooks who 
want to cut down on waste will appreciate a 
countertop compost bin to gather  

food scraps. 
5. Serving board: The rise in cheese and 
charcuterie boards means cooks will need 
something attractive to serve their spreads. 
Wooden and stone boards are attractive 
when serving sliced cheeses, crackers, 
chutneys, and other appetizer.
6. Electric wine opener: Wine is the per-
fect complement to many dishes, and what 
easier way to open bottles than with an 
electric wine opener? Many are compatible 
with almost any bottleneck and can open 
several bottles on a single charge.
7. Spiralizer: The trend for pasta alterna-
tives continues, and having a spiralizer 
that can turn vegetables like zucchini into 
spiraled “noodles” will be handy in most 
kitchens.
8. Apron and accessories: Home cooks 
need to protect their clothing in the kitchen. 
A fashionable apron and matching oven 
mitts can make a statement and keep 
clothes clean.
9. Meat delivery: The number of direct-to-
home meat shipping providers continues to 
grow. Have quality cuts of meat delivered 
right to a home cook’s house so that he or 
she can cut back on trips to the store.
10. New blender: Today’s blenders can 
crush ice, process foods, puree, and chop 
foods. These versatile appliances make a 
welcome addition to any kitchen.
Stock up on food-related gifts now for those 
people on your holiday shopping list who 
love to cook.

10 gift ideas for 
people who love 
to cook
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Gifts from the heart are among 
the most coveted and appreci-
ated come the holiday season. 

Hobbyists from all walks of life can turn 
their passions into handmade gifts, but 
few gifts may be as welcomed as those 
that can be eaten.
Cooking and baking ramps up during 
the holiday season. People can turn 
extra time in the kitchen into opportu-
nities to create festive treats that are 
ideal for gifting. But which items are the 
best of the best? Even though tastes 
are singular, these items will appeal to 
most foodies and others on your  
gift list.
Jams and preserves: Fruit jams and 
preserves are versatile foods. They are 
as at home on toast and biscuits as 
they are as fillings in cookies and tarts. 
Jams and preserves can be made with 
relatively few ingredients and work well 
with seasonal fruits.
Cinnamon rolls: Warm, sticky and full 
of aromatic spice, cinnamon rolls are 
the perfect comfort foods. These rolls 
do not typically have a long shelf life, 
so be sure to present them promptly 
before they get stale.
Pancakes (or cookies) in a jar: If you 
have a fantastic recipe that you can’t 
resist sharing, try turning it into a gift. 
Measure and package the ingredients 
into mason jars, tie with ribbons and in-
clude directions for preparation 
and cooking.
Mini bundt cakes: Fruit cakes may be 
a holiday standard, but bundt cakes 

make for great and traditional offerings 
as well. Miniature bundts filled with 
chocolate chips, dried fruits or even 
those soaked in a favorite boozy-butter 
glaze can be moist and delicious.
Chocolate barks or fudges: Seasonal 
flavors can come to life in chocolate 
treats. White chocolate filled with pep-
permint pieces or dark chocolate and 
cherry chunks are tasty pairings. Break 
apart portions of the bark or cut the 
fudge with cookie cutters and gift inside 
cello bags tied with ribbons or in card-
board candy boxes.
Cocktail syrups: Create spicy or sweet 
syrups that are tailor-made for enhanc-
ing cocktails. Anyone on your gift list 
can then become a master mixologist.
Shortbread cookie ornaments: 
Circular shortbread cookies can be 
decorated with royal icing to look like 
Christmas ornaments. They can be 
eaten or even placed on trees to com-
plete holiday decor.
Festive cookie pops: Cookie pops can 
be made by mixing homemade or pre-
purchased crumbled cake with frosting 
or softened cream cheese and formed 
into balls. Insert a lollipop stick and dip 
the balls into melted chocolate or candy 
melts. Sprinkles, nonpareils or luster 
dust can be used to enhance the cov-
ered pops. 
Food gifts are perfect for the holiday 
season. Handmade treats from the 
heart show loved ones how just much 
you care.

Great homemade 
food gifts
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Some people thrive by doing all 
of their tasks early. Others seem 
to do their best work when faced 

with a time crunch. The methods in-
dividuals use to manage their time at 
work and play may extend to the ways 
they approach holiday shopping as well. 
There’s no right or wrong way to handle 
holiday shopping tasks, though Christ-
mas Eve crowds at malls and through-
out shopping districts suggest that 
there’s more late comers than there are 
early birds. The following tips can help 
those who typically wait until the last 
minute to check names off their lists.
Utilize free shipping services. Shop-
pers who shop for gifts online at the last 
minute run the risk of gifts not arriving 
on time. Many online retailers charge a 
premium for expedited shipping. Try to 
stick to shopping at online retailers that 
offer free shipping even in the  
eleventh hour.
Create a budget. When rushing around 

from store to store, it may be easy to 
spend more than you want to. Make a 
list of how much you want to spend on 
each person, and stick to that limit for 
each person. Move on to the next store 
if you didn’t find what you need in your 
price range.
Establish a time limit. Stores have 
strategies in place to keep shoppers 
in their establishments longer, hoping 
you’ll make impulse buys. These tricks 
include scenting the air with inviting aro-
mas, putting necessities at the rear of 
the store, failing to display the time, and 
putting discounted items by the regis-
ters or door to attract shoppers. Set an 
alarm on your watch or phone for each 
store so you get what you need and get 
out on time.
Subdivide bulk gifts. Think about pur-
chasing bulk gifts like gift baskets from 
wholesale clubs and then breaking them 
down into individual gifts. This way you 
can gift several people on one purchase 

and save time in the process.
Choose one-size-fits-all gifts. Think 
about a gift that can be purchased for 
multiple people so you can save time 
shopping for individualized gifts for 
everyone. For example, print a per-
sonalized photo calendar for several 
members of your family. You also can 
purchase multiple subscriptions or 
memberships to zoos or magazines for 
people on your list. Streamlining gifting 
in this way may save money as well  
as time.
Choose in-store pickup. Rather than 
scouring various aisles, you can shop a 
retailer’s website and then pick up items 
in the store. You’ll save on potential 
shipping fees but still benefit by avoid-
ing crowds.
Some people wait until the last minute 
to do their holiday shopping. A few 
tricks of the procrastinator’s trade can 
make last-minute shopping  
go smoothly.

Last-minute holiday shopping tips


