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Classic holiday films families can enjoy together

T

he holiday season is steeped in
tradition. Few traditions may elicit
more collective belly laughs than
holiday movie night, a tradition in millions
of households across the globe. Families
can consider these classic holiday films
as they plan family movie night this
holiday season.
“Miracle on 34th Street” (1947): This
classic is centered around a man named
“Kris Kringle” (Edmund Gwenn) who
claims to be the real Santa Claus after
a successful stint as a department store
Santa in midtown Manhattan. A trial to
determine if Mr. Kringle is telling the truth
soon follows. This version of the tale has
earned a 96 percent rating on the popular
film review aggregator Rotten Tomatoes.
“A Christmas Story” (1983): Though
it airs all day long on Christmas on the
cable television network TBS, families can
get a head-start on that marathon and
watch the film uninterrupted whenever
they choose. Families can laugh together
as 9-year-old Ralphie (Peter Billingsley)
hopes to unwrap his official Red Ryder
BB gun on Christmas morning. The
film, which boasts an 89 percent on
Rotten Tomatoes, includes a memorable
performance by Darren McGavin, who
plays Ralphie’s father.
“Babes In Toyland” (1934): Also known
as “March of the Wooden Soldiers,”
this nearly century-old classic stars the
legendary comedy duo Laurel and Hardy
as two helpful tenants living in Mother
Peep’s shoe in Toyland.
“How the Grinch Stole Christmas”
(1967): An animated version of the Dr.
Seuss classic, this film has entertained

scores of children since it was first
released more than 50 years ago.
“Holiday Inn” (1942): Hollywood legends
Bing Crosby and Fred Astaire star in this
classic that is perhaps most remembered
for introducing the Irving Berlin class
“White Christmas” to the masses. The
film boasts a 100 percent rating on Rotten
Tomatoes and has something for fans of
song, dance and romance.

“Arthur Christmas” (2011): Not all
Christmas films date back to the 20th
century. This animated tale tells the story
of Arthur (voiced by James McAvoy),
Santa’s youngest son who is thrust into
the Christmas Eve business of delivering
presents when his father fails to deliver a
present to one child out of the hundreds of
millions of kids on his list.
“A Christmas Carol” (1951): Many
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holiday season celebrants cannot imagine
letting a season go by without watching at
least one adaptation of Charles Dickens’
classic tale. The 1951 version is widely
considered the most faithful to Dickens’
1843 novella that recounts the story of
Ebenezer Scrooge. Alastair Sim stars
as Scrooge, and many consider his
performance the best of any actor to take
a turn as the notorious 19th century miser.
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3 holiday crafts families can make together
D

ecorating for the
holidays can be
made even more
special when decorations
are handmade creations
families can cherish for
years to come. Holiday
crafting is an enjoyable
way to pass some time
and create lasting holiday
traditions and memories.
The following are some
crafts families can make
together.

Personalized elf

For families who want
to make their own
personalized elf dolls, all
it takes is a little computer
knowledge, some clever
photo work and a some
sewing skills. Find a
template for a rag doll
sewing pattern or an
illustration of an elf online.
Superimpose an image
of your child’s face on the
template in a photo editing
program. Print out the
entire image onto iron-on
fabric transfer paper. Iron it
on to a light-colored piece
of fabric from the craft store
according to the product
directions. Cut out the
fabric with ironed-on decal,
leaving about a one-inch

margin to allow for sewing
and eventual stuffing.
Duplicate the shape of the
doll onto another piece of
fabric to make the back
of the elf doll. Place the
front elf image face down
on the back piece of
fabric and sew the edges
together, leaving a small
opening at the end. Using
that opening, flip the elf
right-side out and stuff with
pillow fill material. Sew the
small opening closed and
enjoy a personalized elf
doll for the holidays.

Holiday candle

This craft is attractive and
also smells good. Gather
one bar of fragrant soap
(like Irish spring); a small,
white washcloth; red and
green ribbon; a round of
colorful mesh or tulle fabric
measuring roughly 12
inches or enough to wrap
your bar of soap; craft glue;
a piece of yellow felt cut
to look like a flame; and
one or two sewing pins.
Roll the washcloth into a
cylinder shape to serve as
the “wick” of the candle.
Glue the edges together
and wrap a piece of ribbon
diagonally around the wick

and adhere to secure even
further. Glue the felt flame
to the top of the wick. Place
the soap in the center of
the round piece of fabric.
Attach the wick vertically
to the soap using the pins.
Then gather the tops of
the mesh fabric around the
base of the wick and use
another piece of ribbon to
tie into a bow and secure
the fabric to the wick base.
The soap and pins should
now be concealed. Place
the “candle” out of direct
sunlight and away from
heat, preferably on a little
dish so the soap will not
damage
any furniture.

Growth indicator
ornament

Purchase a large glass or
plastic Christmas tree ball.
Select an acrylic paint in
your color of choice and
squirt some into a paper
plate. Have a child dip
his or her hand into the
paint and then transfer the
handprint to the ornament.
Let dry and then attach a
ribbon to hang on the tree.
Through the years see how
much children have grown
from that little handprint.
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What to get young professionals this holiday season

H

If your car’s not happy,
bring it to Snappy’s!
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with any other offer. Limited time only. Present coupon at time of service to
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Conventional Oil Change

oliday shoppers relish the moment
when a loved one unwraps a gift
and immediately smiles widely.
Hitting the nail on the head in regard to a
holiday gift is its own reward, and there’s
no shame in looking around for some
inspiration to find a gift loved ones will
truly cherish.
Shopping for young professionals this
holiday season could be a little tricky,
as changes sparked by the pandemic
continue to affect work environments.
However, shoppers can still find gifts to
make young professionals happy this
holiday season.
Home office essentials: Many
businesses have welcomed workers back
to the office, but some are taking a hybrid
approach to being in the office. Many
professionals who once went into the
office five days a week are now spending
one or two days a week at home. Others
may still be working remotely full-time.
Holiday shoppers can take this into
consideration when shopping for young
professionals and look for some basic
home office essentials. A comfortable
office chair, a monitor that can be paired
with a company-issued laptop and even a
single-serve coffee pot for young people
accustomed to getting their morning
coffee on the way into the office can help
professionals seamlessly transition from
the office to their home office during the
work week.

Messenger bag: Looking the part can
boost young professionals’ confidence
as they begin their careers. A leather
messenger bag is a stylish and
sophisticated way for young professionals
to carry their laptops and other workday
essentials to and from work. Professionals
working in especially formal environments
may prefer a leather briefcase, which
creates a more traditional look for young
people who will be entertaining clients or
shuffling from one business meeting to
another.
Business card holder: Though they
might not be as prevalent as they once
were, business cards remain an effective
way for young professionals to build their
networks. An elegant, monogrammed
business card holder can help young
professionals make a strong first
impression.
Luggage: Business travel may not be
back to its pre-pandemic levels just
yet, but many young professionals will
undoubtedly still appreciate an upgrade
over the luggage they used in college. If
designer luggage is a budget buster, look
for a sturdy, elegant alternative that young
professionals will be proud to tote around
on their first official business trip.
Business may still be unusual as the world
continues to emerge from the pandemic.
But shoppers can look to some old
favorites as they search for the perfect
gifts for the young professionals on their
holiday shopping lists this season.
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Great holiday gifts for retirees who can’t wait to travel

Maps: It might seem simple, but
roadmaps can be an ideal gift for
retirees. A recent poll from RBC Wealth
Management found that 63 percent of
Americans age 50 and older say travel is
an important retirement goal. Roadmaps
of their own country or a foreign country
can help seniors plan their dream
vacations. Seniors can study maps and
create their own routes as they visit
popular tourist attractions and find lesser
known locales along the way.

Vouchers/gift cards: Airline vouchers
can inspire retirees to take to the skies
and visit locales that have long taken up
real estate on their bucket lists. If seniors
prefer to take to the open road, hotel
vouchers or Visa gift cards that can be
spent anywhere that accepts credit cards
can help pay for gas, meals or entry to
popular parks and tourist attractions.

Projector and portable screen: Retirees
may want to get away from it all, but
that doesn’t mean they have to leave
everything behind. A projector and

portable screen can let on-the-go seniors
enjoy movie night under the stars or watch
their favorite teams even when they’re
far from home. This can be an especially
good gift for retirees who are anxious to
gas up their RV and leave home behind
for a few weeks.

Lifetime pass to world-renowned parks:
All United States citizens or permanent
residents are eligible for the National
Parks and Federal Recreational Lands
Senior Pass, which provides access to
more than 2,000 recreation sites across
the country. Those sites are managed by
federal agencies like the National Park
Service, the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service,
the Bureau of Land Management, and the
Bureau of Reclamation, among others.
A similar system is in place in Canada,
where adults age 65 and up can gain
unlimited admission for a full year to more
than 80 Parks Canada locations across
the country.
Tablet: Of course, retirees may still want
to enjoy some of the comforts of home
while they’re off in parts unknown. A new
tablet can help traveling retirees read the
latest bestsellers and stay in touch with
family and friends via video conferencing
apps like Zoom. Many campgrounds and
hotels now provide free WiFi to guests,
so a tablet can be just what on-the-go
retirees need to stay connected to life
back home.
Holiday shoppers can make the season
bright for their favorite retirees who can’t
wait to spend their newfound free time
traveling the world.

From all of us at

Leroy’s Service Center
40 E. Central St. Delaware
OH-70262374

R

etirement provides a chance for
adults who have worked throughout
their lives to take a step back, relax
and enjoy the fruits of their labors. Though
the most indelible image associated
with retirement might once have been a
rocking chair, modern retirees like to get
up and go, and holiday shoppers can take
that joie de vivre into consideration as
they look for the perfect gift for retirees
who can’t wait to fly the friendly skies or
hit the open road.

740-369-9168
www.autorepairdelawareoh.com
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Gifts to excite the family athlete this holiday season

H

Home gym equipment can make for a
great gift this holiday season.

oliday shoppers
know that few things
can match the joy
of finding the perfect gift
for a loved one. Whether
that loved one is a tiny tot
who can’t wait to unwrap
this year’s must-have toy
or an adult hoping to find
the latest gadget under the
tree on Christmas morning,
the thrill of giving a great
gift is part of what makes
the holiday season so
enjoyable.
Friends and family
members may fall into
certain categories, and
that can make holiday
shopping a little easier. For
example, loved ones who
can’t wait to sit down with a
good book would no doubt
appreciate a new e-reader
or the latest bestseller.
When it comes to gifting
the family athlete, the
following ideas can provide
the inspiration shoppers
need to put a smile
on the face of fitnessminded friends and family
members .

OH-70260240

Weighted vest: Weighted
vests have gained
popularity in recent years.
Available from a variety
of manufacturers and for

athletes of varying skill
levels, weighted vests can
be ideal for athletes who
want to burn more calories
and build strength during
their workouts. This can be
an especially useful gift for
endurance athletes who
want their training sessions
to mimic the challenges
posed by nature or difficult
competitive terrains.
Noise-canceling
headphones or earbuds:
Many athletes relish their
workouts not only as
opportunities to zero in on
their fitness goals, but also
as chances to block out
distractions and clear their
heads for an hour or two
each day. Noise-cancelling
headphones or earbuds
effectively block out
external noises, allowing
athletes to direct all of their
focus on their workouts
and training sessions.

Energy drinks: Though
it might not seem like the
most exciting gift to unwrap
on Christmas morning,
energy drinks are vital to
many fitness enthusiasts’
athletic endeavors. For
example, endurance
athletes may appreciate

a tub of Osmo Active
Hydration Performance
Drink Mix, which contains
an optimal ratio of sucrose,
glucose and electrolytes,
helping athletes improve
their endurance and power
while reducing instances
of cramping and fatigue.
Energy drinks make for a
perfect stocking stuffer.
Home gym equipment:
Pandemic-related gym
closures turned athletes
into their own personal
trainers, and some may
not want to return to
local fitness facilities
even now that they’ve
safely reopened. Home
gym equipment can help
athletes continue to build
their own private home
gyms, making items like
kettle bells, dumbbells,
weight benches, and
resistance bands great
items to put under the tree
this holiday season.
It’s never been easier to
shop for the family athlete
during the holiday season.
A heightened focus on
fitness ensures there’s
something for every type
of athlete on your holiday
shopping list.

HOLIDAY GIFTS & LIFESTYLE

Delaware Gazette

Saturday, December 11, 2021 7

A guide to picking the perfect fresh Christmas tree

C

ome the holiday season, perhaps
no tradition evokes the warm and
fuzzy “feels” more than a family
outing to pick a Christmas tree. Whether
it’s a trek to a live Christmas tree farm or
a short drive to the nearest pre-cut tree
lot, the process of selecting a tree that
will serve as the crown jewel of the entire
season is a great way to make lasting
memories.
Selecting a tree is a yearly ritual and
each person has his or her set of criteria
for what makes the ideal Christmas tree.
These tips can help families find the right
tree.

Choose your species

Do some homework on the type of tree
you want prior to buying the tree. Balsam
fir and fraser fir are popular Christmas

tree varieties, but there are many others,
such as noble fir and Norway spruce.
Balsams are known for having the most
fragrant smell, but frasers tend to keep
their needles the longest. For those who
prefer a douglas fir, keep in mind that they
sometimes drop their needles prematurely
due to foliar diseases like needle-cast
fungus.

Space for ornaments

In addition to aroma and needle longevity,
look for trees that have a desirable shape
and allow for adequate space between
branches, advises the home and garden
resource The Spruce. Trees groomed
to be lush and full will look beautiful
unadorned, but once ornaments are
added, full branches may cause those
ornaments to hang low or even fall off.

Trees with sparse branches allow for
ornaments to hang straight.

Measure your space

Trees in the field or in a lot may look
much smaller than they do when brought
into the living room. Don’t make the
mistake of selecting a tree that is too
large for your home. The agricultural firm
Ragan & Masey says to measure the
room from floor to ceiling and subtract the
height of the tree stand and tree topper.
It’s equally important to measure the
width of the area where the tree will stand
and allow for ample space for foot traffic
around the tree.

Perform a needle check

Every tree will drop some needles, and
most evergreens hold their foliage.

Modest needle loss is not an indicator of
a poor tree. However, Decker’s Nursery
in Greenlawn, NY says if 50 percent of
the needles are lost when you swipe your
hand down three to five different branches
around the tree, the tree likely is not a
good choice. In addition, avoid a tree that
has glaring defects in the trunk as it can
impede water flow through the tree.

Heavier is better

A heavy pre-cut tree means it is full of
water and has been cut more recently. A
healthy, fresh tree is going to require an
effort to lift. Older, dried out trees will not
be heavy.
Upon arriving home, make a fresh cut off
the tree trunk and get it in water as soon
as possible — even if that’s a bucket until
the tree stand can be set up.
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Tips to keep your tree
fresh this holiday season

C

hristmas trees are often the pièce
de résistance of holiday decor.
Few things draw the attention of
holiday guests quite like an awe-inspiring
Christmas tree, especially when that
tree maintains its fresh, healthy sheen
throughout December.
Many families purchase fresh trees over
Thanksgiving weekend or during the first
weekend of December. Though the weeks
between Thanksgiving and Christmas Day
may seem like a long time to keep a tree
looking great, there are a handful of ways
for holiday celebrants to help their trees
maintain that undeniable appeal for the
long haul.
Pick the right tree. Choosing the right
tree is one of the simplest ways to keep a
tree looking good throughout the holiday
season. A freshly cut tree that buyers
choose and cut down themselves or
have cut down can reassure them that
the tree is likely to stay strong throughout
December. Trees purchased from a tree
lot may have been cut down long before
they made it to the lot, which can make
it harder to keep them looking good until
Christmas Day.

Replenish the water supply every
day. Fresh tree veterans recognize that
Christmas trees can be very thirsty,
especially within the first week or so of
being cut and brought home. Fill the
stand with water each morning and, if
necessary, refill it each night before going
to bed. The more water a tree gets and
drinks, the more likely it is that the tree
will look healthy all the way to Christmas
Day. MSU Extension notes that many
decorative or antique tree stands do not
hold much water, so anyone with such a

First for business.
First for Delaware.
FirstCitizensNational.com
stand may need to replenish the water
supply more than once or twice per day.

Keep the tree away from a heat source.
For safety’s sake, trees should be kept
away from heating vents, fireplaces and
space heaters. But keeping trees away
from such heat sources, and ensuring
they are not spending the daytime in direct
sunlight, also decreases the chances they
will dry out before Christmas Day.
A handful of simple strategies can help
holiday celebrants keep their Christmas
trees looking good throughout the month
of December.

OH-70261005

Cut an inch off the base of any tree
that is not freshly cut. MSU Extension
at Michigan State University notes that
all Christmas trees are conifers, which
means they have resin canals in their
trunks. Once a tree is cut, the resin can
block the pores and make it harder for the
tree to take in water. Cutting an inch off
the base of a tree that was not freshly cut
just before putting it in the stand can help
ensure it gets the water it needs to stay
healthy and firm. MSU Extension notes
that this approach should be taken with
any tree that was not cut within six to eight
hours of being put in a stand.

Opening early 2022

