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Congratulations to the class of 2021 at 
Delaware Christian School. It has been a joy to 
see you grow throughout your years here. We 
are proud of your leadership in the school and 
we are con� dent you will continue to shine as 
quality young people wherever the Lord leads 
you.

As this year progressed you showed grace 
and respect to all the changes. Although you will always remember your 
senior year was the Covid year, please also remember the great memories 
you have created. Remember the Mystery Dinner Homecoming, the athletic 
accomplishments, and the talented musical students that have enhanced your 
class. 

Let me remind you that although you are leaving us, you can still live 
out the DCS Way. Demonstrate your faith wherever you go. Stand up for 
what you believe and have been taught. Care for others more than yourself. 
Relationships that are based on sel� ess acts always have a strong base. Study 
to the best of your ability. You have shown yourself to be an academically 
excellent class, continue in that path as you take your next steps.

It is with mixed emotions that we send you out from here. Please know you 
are always welcome back in the hallways. May God bless you wherever He 
leads.

Jane Miner 
Head of School 
Delaware Christian School.

 
Congratulations to the class of 2020 at Delaware Christian School.  It has 
been a joy to see you grow throughout your years here.  We are proud of 
your leadership in the school and we are confident you will continue to 
shine as quality young people wherever the Lord leads you.  
 
You leave the school with many wonderful memories. Your class has demonstrated tremendous 
athletic ability.  You saw our girls volleyball play in state tournaments. As a class you have 
already earned many credits in college through the CCP program.  You were a part of the 
largest musical, Cinderella, that the school has produced. You shined in the new discipleship 
program that was created during your time here.  You represented the school well in your 
travels to the Domican Republic. And, of course, you are the only class to graduate virtually.  
 
Let me remind you that although you are leaving us, you can still live out the DCS Way. 
Demonstrate your faith wherever you go. Stand up for what you believe and have been taught. 
Care for others more than yourself.  Relationships that are based on selfless acts always have a 
strong base.  Study to the best of your ability.  You have shown yourself to be an academically 
excellent class, continue in that path as you enter into college.  
 
It is with mixed emotions that we send you out from here.  Please know you are always 
welcome back in the hallways.  May God bless you wherever He leads.  
 
Jane Miner 
Head of School 
Delaware Christian School.  

 Dear Class of 2021, 
Congratulations! � roughout the past 

13 years you have certainly made your 
mark on our school district and your 
school through so many outstanding 
accomplishments. Whether it was through 
excellence in academics, the arts and 
athletics, charitable contributions, service 
work or simple random acts of kindness in 
our community, you certainly shined.  

While your accomplishments are noteworthy, the Class of 2021 also has 
the distinction of being the class that has demonstrated great strength, 
perseverance and resilience because no other class in the history of our 
district has experienced what you have from the end of your junior year 
through your senior year. Your senior year was unique in many ways, and 
I couldn’t be more proud of the way you came together, supported each 
other and found ways to continue to � ourish in our community. You were 
purposeful and resilient and grew through instances of curiosity and kindness 
as you approached the challenges this year has thrown at you. For that you 
will be stronger, you will be more adept at handling challenges and you will be 
more determined to combat adversity.  You have learned that regardless of the 
challenge, you can make the choice to achieve a positive outcome.  

� is life lesson will serve you well in the future, a future that I am con� dent 
will be � lled with continued growth and achievement. My hope for the Class 
of 2021 is that you continue to work hard to overcome obstacles in your path 
and that you � nd the success and accomplishment that comes with your e� ort 
and attitude.  

Best wishes to each of you on this next chapter of your life.
Proud to serve as your Superintendent,
Mark T. Raiff
Superinendent
Olentangy Schools

� e Buckeye Valley High School Class 2021 has 
been a very successful group of students and I am 
very proud as they have persevered through one 
of the toughest times in our recent history. Words 
like “positive case”, “contact tracing”, “mitigation 
strategies”, and “spread” have become a part of 
their everyday vocabulary while masks and social 
distancing have become a part of their everyday 
school routine. In addition to the new vernacular, accessories and strategies, 
the Class of 2021 has missed or had to reimagine activities and traditions 
that are typically a part of the high school experience. While I feel a sense of 
disappointment for this group of young people, I am also very encouraged by 
how the members of the Class of 2021 have adjusted to the necessary changes.

While I am proud, I am also thankful that I have had the opportunity to see 
these graduates grow and mature. Over the years, I have enjoyed their lively 
spirit, their tremendous attitude, and their impressive accomplishments. I 
have had the opportunity to see � rst-hand the leadership from the students in 
the classrooms and in their extracurricular activities and through it all have 
been impressed with their � exibility and grace.

Before I wish the members of the Class of 2021, the best of luck, I want to 
remind them, like I do every graduating class, a few important things. Before 
you start your next phase of life whether that be pursuing a post high school 
degree, a commitment to the United States military or before embarking 
on a career in the workforce, remember to be thankful. � ankful for your 
teachers, cooks, bus drivers, coaches and all the sta�  members in our schools. 
I know they have truly enjoyed their time with each one of you. Also, be 
thankful for the boosters and community members who have supported your 
extracurricular programs. It is because of the support of these community 
members and district leaders that many of you enjoyed experiences that 
otherwise without their support would have not been possible. And perhaps, 
most importantly, thank your parents, grandparents, and family members 
for their sacri� ces, support, and love. It is the members of your families that 
made sure you were to school or sports practice on time and it was their 
support that provided that extra bit of encouragement as you � nished a late 
night paper or tried out for that part in the school musical or play.

And � nally, I hope you will look back and appreciate your years at Buckeye 
Valley. Whether you started at East or West, or maybe you joined the BV 
community in Middle or High School, I hope you always felt the sense of 
family that we strive for here at BV. As your extended BV family, we are proud 
of each one of you. I hope you will take some time over these next few days to 
think back and re� ect upon this community, your classmates and your school. 
Re� ect on all of the little experiences that helped shape you into the person 
you are today and the person you will become.

Good luck Members of the Class of 2021. Congratulations on what you 
have achieved and congratulations in advance for the success that lies ahead. I 
am excited to see each one of you accomplish great things!

Andrew Miller, Superintendent

 To our Rutherford B. Hayes 
Graduates

� e class of 2021 will forever hold a very 
special place in my heart. You have had to 
overcome so many obstacles to get to this 
special day -- your graduation day. � is year 
was not what you expected as you � nished 
your high school career, but you are more 
than ready for the challenges that lie ahead.

� is class has displayed every quality that a college or employer could hope 
for: perseverance, resilience, creativity, adaptability and strength beyond what 
should be expected of an 18 year old student. You are world changers, and I 
could not be more proud of the class of 2021.

As you walk across the graduation stage to claim the diploma you have 
earned, I sincerely hope you will feel pride in your accomplishments and 
that you will re� ect on your school years in Delaware with great fondness. 
It has been a true honor to watch this class over the past thirteen years. You 
have made your mark in so many ways but especially through academic 
achievements, athletic competitions, art, music and theatrical performances, 
community service initiatives and so much more. Your Pacer Pride has been 
evident and you’ve set an amazing example for our underclassmen.

Please remember that we will always be here for you -- Delaware is your 
home! We hope you will come back to visit and share about your new 
adventures and accomplishments. Good luck, graduates, as you embark on 
your next journey. And always remember Once a Pacer, Always a Pacer!

Sincerely, 
Heidi Kegley, Superintendent
Delaware City Schools

Dear Members of the Big Walnut 
Class of 2021,

Congratulations on your pending 
graduation from Big Walnut High School! 
On behalf of our entire sta�  and our Board 
of Education, I want to wish you well as 
you move on to your next chapter in life. 
Although your last 1.25 years at Big Walnut 
was not what any of us expected for you, 
your graduation is really the culmination of 
years of classes, teachers, projects, and many experiences that helped shape 
you into the person that you are today.

As you leave the halls of Big Walnut High School, I encourage you to re� ect 
on how your unique senior year may have taught some valuable lessons. 
You are graduating at a time when our country is in the throes of great 
controversy. In addition to the other skills we hope you have learned while a 
student at Big Walnut, this year has undoubtedly taught you many lessons in 
� exibility and how to prioritize what is important, which should serve you 
well as you step into leadership roles throughout life. During your time at 
Big Walnut, it is my hope that you have also learned academic skills that will 
help you in your future schooling or career, as well as skills that will help you 
to become a productive citizen. Our goal was that you grew in the areas of 
critical thinking, creativity, collaboration, and communication-- as these are 
skills that you will need regardless of where life takes you. I also hope that you 
have acquired the ability to empathize with others, which is greatly needed in 
today’s society.

As you move through the many possible stages of life-- college, military, or 
early career; parenthood; and retirement-- it is my hope that you will value 
the education that you received at Big Walnut. As an adult, I hope you will 
support the schools in whatever community you call home, whether that is 
in Big Walnut or elsewhere. Strong schools equal strong communities and 
strong home values. Support your schools with your time, e� orts, and taxes, 
because local services, such as education, will have the biggest impact on your 
community.

As you continue on your journey, I hope you will fondly remember the 
great community where you were raised. When you become a parent, I 
think you will gain an even greater appreciation of this community, and how 
our residents always come together to support our students. While this is 
something I have always seen in Big Walnut, our community has exceeded 
my expectations lately in coming together to support each other through 
awesome programs like Neighborhood Bridges. When you face challenges 
in life-- and you will-- remember the many people here that want to help 
you and support you. When things are good for you, remember to “pay it 
forward” and help others.

Congratulations and Best Wishes,
Angela S. Hamberg, Superintendent

CLASS OF 2021

OH-70236387

Dear Class of 2021, 
Congratulations on reaching the 

completion of your career tech program at 
DACC.  Your � nal year of high school was 
not what any of us expected; however, you remained focused, determined and 
� exible.  Amidst the challenges you have faced over the past 14 months, you 
can be proud of your accomplishments. 

You are leaving DACC with the skills and credentials necessary to pursue 
your dreams.  You may be entering the workforce, or you may be choosing 
to continue your education; no matter what you choose, DACC is honored 
to have been part of your journey.  Unlike any other senior class, you have 
experienced obstacles.  Facing those hurdles with tenacity led you to your 
success.  As you leave high school, remember the good times and take with 
you the same persistence to face life’s future challenges.  

Continue to stay in contact with your mentors and learn from those who 
have paved the roads before you. � is is a time to inspire and be inspired, to 
adapt with changes, and rise above. Obstacles have been put in your path, 
but you have the knowledge, tools, and drive to go around, over, and through 
those obstacles. You are the Class of 2021 and you are strong. You have made 
sacri� ces for the safety of our community and you will be remembered.

Whatever your future holds and whatever that future looks like, I wish the 
best for each one of you.

Sincerely,
Mary Beth Freeman
Superintendent
Delaware Area Career Center
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Congratulations  
2021 Graduates!

Hayes to hold graduation at Cornell Stadium
By Glenn Battishill
gbattishill@aimmediamidwest.com

Students in the class of 
2021 will graduate from 
Hayes High School at an 
in-person ceremony at 
Cornell Stadium on May 
22.

Hayes Principal Ric 
Stranges said he has 
been thinking about 
this ceremony since last 
year, when he organized 
a drive-thru graduation 
ceremony to give seniors 
as memorable a send-off 
as possible during the pan-
demic. Stranges said this 
year, an in-person com-
mencement ceremony was 
his goal.

“(I wanted to give 
seniors) a sense of nor-
malcy in an abnormal 
time,” he said. “We’re all 
looking for hope … Hope 
of coming back to some 
sense of normalcy.”

Stranges said gradua-
tion is one of his favorite 
parts of working at a high 
school, and he’s eager to 
return to the time-hon-
ored tradition. He said he 
has been working with the 
Delaware Public Health 
District to come up with 
a plan.

“They’ve been amazing 
in terms of responsiveness 
and guidance,” Stranges 

Joshua Keeran | The Gazette
Hayes High School’s 2021 graduation ceremony will be held inside Cornell Stadium. Last year, the stadium was empty as the school was 
forced to hold a drive-thru graduation ceremony due to the pandemic.

said. “Selfishly, I’m look-
ing forward to the normal 
traditions that make high 
school, high school. The 
things I’ve loved my entire 
life. Those traditions of 
prom, last walk and gradu-
ation. Those are things 
you’ll always remember as 
a student. I honor those 
traditions and have been 
working to create those 
experiences for our class. 

I love those benchmarks 
of their lives. I want to be 
able to share those times 
with students, staff and 
families.”

The ceremony will take 
place at 10 a.m. May 22. 
Students will be given 
four tickets for graduation 
at graduation practice, 
which will be held from 
8:30 to 11 a.m. May 21. 
Stranges said social dis-

tancing guidelines will be 
followed, and masks will 
be required at the cer-
emony.

Stranges said he will be 
handing out all the diplo-
mas instead of having a 
variety of presenters cho-
sen by seniors, but those 
presenters will be placing 
personalized notes in the 
diplomas of students.

Stranges added he’s 

looking forward to seeing 
the senior class reunited 
after students spent their 
senior year divided into 
Cohort A, Cohort B and 
the Online Academy.

“This has been a year of 
fragmentation,” he said. 
“They’ve been separated 
every single day. (I want-
ed them) to have a chance 
to come together, and this 
really will be the only time 

the entire class is together. 
We planned it to be a 
special ceremony and a 
memorable ceremony.”

Stranges said he’s 
learned a lot from the 
class of 2021 and is proud 
to see them graduate.

“The class of 2021 has 
overcome so many obsta-
cles with persistence, flex-
ibility and creativity,” he 
said. “They’ve been truly 
a shining an example of 
leadership and hope, and 
I wish them the very best. 
They exhibited (the) abil-
ity to not just to survive 
this year but to thrive. 
They’re a special collec-
tion of young people. 
They don’t ask for any-
thing, they are just grate-
ful for the little things. I’ve 
learned a lot from them.”

More information about 
graduation can be found at 
dcs.k12.oh.us/hayeshs.

Glenn Battishill can be reached 
at 740-413-0903 or on Twitter @
BattishillDG.

OLSD opting for drive-thru ceremonies
By Dillon Davis
cdavis@aimmediamidwest.com

As the 2020-21 school 
year nears its end, seniors 
in the Olentangy Local 
School District (OLSD) 
will again have to make do 
with alternative plans for 
graduation ceremonies. 
OLSD announced in late 
March that the district 
will not be returning to its 
traditional ceremony plans, 
instead opting to go with a 
drive-thru structure for the 
second consecutive year.

In a letter to the district 
communities, cosigned 
by Superintendent Mark 
Raiff and the four high 
school principals, OLSD 
highlighted the uncertainty 
regarding its ability to use 
the traditional venue to 
hosts the graduation cer-
emonies.

“Throughout the past 
year, we have been hopeful 
we would be able to hold 
our graduation ceremo-
nies at the Schottenstein 
Center,” the letter read. 
“We have simultane-
ously explored a number 
of alternative options for a 
graduation event worthy of 
the class of 2021. In recent 
weeks, it has become 
increasingly clear that it 
would be unlikely that we 
will be able to gather at the 
Schottenstein Center in 
the manner in which was 
planned due to mandatory 
cleaning protocols and 
increased costs. Addi-
tionally, The Ohio State 
University has not cleared 
outside groups to use their 
facilities as of today and 
there is no estimated date 
of clearance.”

Instead, OLSD is mov-
ing forward with plans for 
a three-phased recognition 

Joshua Keeran | The Gazette
A group of Olentangy Orange High School teachers cheered on graduates as they exited the school during last year’s drive-thru 
graduation ceremony.

for the class of 2021, begin-
ning with a student-only 
Senior Sunset Salute that 
will be held on Friday, May 
21, in their respective sta-
diums. Seniors are invited 
to attend, wearing their 
caps and gowns, and will 
have the opportunity to 
gather as a class to “hear 
traditional graduation 
remarks and speeches from 
their high school principal 
and classmates,” according 
to the district’s letter.

On May 22 and 23, the 
four high schools will hold 
commencement walks at 
the schools. One car will be 
permitted per graduating 
senior, and staggered arriv-
al times will be issued to 
students to ensure continu-
ous traffic flow throughout 
the ceremonies.

As cars approach the 
front entrance, students 

will exit their car, the 
graduate’s name will be 
announced, the principal 
will distribute a diploma 
cover to the student, and 
a professional photo will 
be taken. Graduates will 
receive their diploma at 
the conclusion of their 
commencement walk. No 
family members will be per-
mitted to exit their vehicles 
during the ceremony.

Two schools will hold 
their ceremonies each day, 
beginning with Olentangy 
Berlin High School on May 
22 at 9 a.m. Olentangy 
Liberty High School will 
follow at 2 p.m. On Sunday, 
Olentangy High School will 
hold its ceremony at 9 a.m., 
with Olentangy Orange 
High School wrapping up 
the commencements at 2 
p.m.

WDLR (92.9 FM and 

1550 AM) will have live 
streams of the ceremonies 
and the announcement 
of each student’s name as 
they receive their diploma 
cover. WDLR will broad-
cast live on their radio 
stations and on the school 
campus. Additionally, the 
commencement walk will 
be live-streamed on the 
district’s website for addi-
tional family and friends to 
watch.

A virtual graduation 
video will also be shared on 
the day of the commence-
ment walks. The video 
will include prerecorded 
speeches and remarks, 
as well as the announce-
ment of every graduated 
student’s name. The virtual 
ceremony will end with 
flipping the tassel and toss-
ing the graduation cap in 
the air. 

During OLSD’s March 
25 Board of Education 
meeting, Raiff detailed the 
district’s decision-making 
process that led to the 
drive-thru ceremonies 
being the choice moving 
forward. Other venues that 
were considered included 
Huntington Park, Nation-
wide Arena, and each 
school’s stadium.

Raiff said the selected 
approach allows for the 
ceremonies to be held 
regardless of the weather, 
with flexible capacity and 
better visibility for the 
families of graduates, and 
for all the ceremonies to be 
held on the same weekend. 
In addition to those factors, 
he said the Senior Sunset 
Salute allows for all gradu-
ating seniors to be together 
as a group.

Cost also played a sig-

nificant role in the district’s 
decision. During the meet-
ing, Raiff said the cost to 
use the Schottenstein Cen-
ter, given the need for two 
separate dates and cleaning 
protocols in place, would 
have been three times the 
district’s budgeted amount 
for the ceremonies.

Raiff said the goal was 
to make the decision 
before spring break in 
order to move forward 
with plans and avoid as 
many scheduling conflicts 
as possible. As for why a 
survey of the families in the 
district wasn’t conducted 
prior to making plans, he 
added there was no need 
to conduct a survey when 
the expected results were 
already obvious.

“We would have asked 
people what type of 
graduation ceremony do 
you prefer, and virtually 
everyone would have said 
they want the traditional 
graduation ceremony at 
the Schottenstein Center,” 
Raiff said. “We know that. 
But as we said in our letter, 
the reality is the traditional 
ceremonies everybody 
expects wouldn’t be occur-
ring … We knew all along 
what people wanted. 
Unfortunately, given the 
conditions, it just doesn’t 
(add up).”

Reach Dillon Davis at 740-413-
0904. Follow him on Twitter @
DillonDavis56.
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BV to hold in-person graduation
By Glenn Battishill
gbattishill@aimmediamidwest.com

Buckeye Valley High 
School will hold an in-per-
son graduation ceremony 
on May 30 at Ohio Wes-
leyan University’s Selby 
Stadium.

The high school held a 
drive-thru ceremony last 
year, but Principal Brian 
Baker said the school has 
had an in-person gradu-
ation ceremony in mind 
since the first day of the 
school year. To make 
the dream a reality, the 
district has been consult-
ing with the Delaware 
Public Health District this 
semester to finalize plans 
for the event.

Baker said he reached 
out to seniors for feed-
back on what they 
wanted, and the Buckeye 
Valley High School Class 
of 2021 had only two 
requests.

“We discussed this 
with the seniors, and the 
two biggest items they 
requested was being in-
person and maximizing 
the number of people 
who could be in atten-
dance, and we tried to put 
together a plan that would 
match those items for 
them,” Baker said. “It’s 
been so fluid with all the 
protocol changes and just 

Joshua Keeran | The Gazette
Buckeye Valley High School will hold its graduation ceremony inside Selby Field at Ohio Wesleyan University on May 30.

keeping an eye on all of 
that as it helped develop 
our plan.”

Baker said the event 
will be held at Selby Sta-
dium because of its large 
capacity and outdoor 
experience, and he added 
graduates will be allowed 
to register eight guests 
for the event. Students 
will arrive at 3:30 p.m., 
and the ceremony will 

begin at 4:30 p.m.
With safety being the 

top priority for the event, 
Baker said the district has 
worked with the Delaware 
Public Health District 
and OWU to make sure 
the plans meet all safety 
standards. The district 
said guests and graduates 
will follow social distanc-
ing requirements. Masks/
facial coverings will be 

required for entry. All 
graduates and guests will 
have temperature checks 
conducted before enter-
ing the stadium.

“I’m looking forward 
to watching all the gradu-
ates be together, tossing 
their caps in the air, and 
taking pictures with their 
families,” Baker said. “We 
appreciate all the student 
and family patience on 

waiting for final word, 
and we are also very 
thankful for the support 
of our central office to 
make this happen and the 
partnership with DPHD 
and OWU.”

The BVHS commence-
ment will be held rain or 
shine, so guests are asked 
to bring umbrellas with 
them on May 30.

“This senior class has 

endured so much and has 
overcome many obsta-
cles,” Baker said in an 
announcement to parents. 
“They have made us BV 
proud!”

Rehearsal will be held 
before graduation at 8:45 
a.m. at the Buckeye Valley 
High School gym. Gradu-
ates must attend rehearsal 
if they want to participate 
in the ceremony.

From 8:45-9:30 a.m., 
graduates will be pro-
vided a bagged breakfast 
at BVHS, and at 9:30 
a.m., buses leave BVHS 
for OWU. Graduates will 
return to BVHS at 1 p.m.

At 3:30 p.m., senior 
students and guests will 
arrive at Selby Stadium, 
and the ceremony will 
begin at 4:30 p.m.

The district said due 
to limited parking space, 
carpooling is encouraged.

Glenn Battishill can be reached 
at 740-413-0903 or on Twitter @
BattishillDG.

DACC to hold commencement at Hayes
By Glenn Battishill
gbattishill@aimmediamidwest.com

The Delaware Area 
Career Center will hold 
its Completion Ceremony 
inside Cornell Stadium 
at Hayes High School on 
May 21.

Last year, the DACC 
was forced to cancel its 
Completion Ceremony 
plans due to the pan-
demic, but DACC Princi-
pal Jim Gaskill said the 
career center wanted to 
make sure it had an in-
person celebration this 
year for the more than 
400 students in the senior 
class.

“We just want them 
to know how extremely 
proud we are of them,” 
Gaskill said. “We wanted 
them to have a chance to 
celebrate in person. We 
wanted to have a face-to-

face event.”
Gaskill said the DACC 

originally had a contract 
with an expo center in 
Columbus to hold the 
ceremony but cancelled 
the contract after learn-
ing the site is currently 
being used for mass vac-
cinations and assumed 
the contract would be 
cancelled by the venue to 
continue as a mass vac-
cination site.

Afterwards, Gaskill 
turned his attention local-
ly and started checking 
with the DACC’s affiliate 
schools about using one 
of their stadiums. Gaskill 
said he reached out to 
Hayes High School Prin-
cipal Ric Stranges, who 
agreed to let the DACC 
use the stadium on the 
night before Hayes’ com-
mencement ceremony.

“We couldn’t think of 

Joshua Keeran | The Gazette
The Delaware Area Career Center has made arrangements with Hayes High School to hold its graduation ceremony inside Cornell Stadium on May 21.

a better partner to get in 
with than Delaware City 
Schools,” Gaskill said. 
“I’ve toured the site with 
(Stranges). He’s been 
great at helping me get 
a visual for how it will 
work. Now it’s my chal-
lenge to take our students 
and staff and make it 
work.”

Gaskill said he’s thank-
ful for the the coopera-
tion of Stranges and the 
rest of the Delaware City 
School District.

“We’re really apprecia-
tive of the Delaware City 
School District,” Gaskill 
said. “They are really 
going out of their way 
to support us and make 
sure our event goes just 
like their event. We were 
fortunate to be able to get 
in there.”

The ceremony will take 
place at 5 p.m. May 21. 
Gaskill said it was sched-
uled earlier in the day 
to allow for students to 
attend events in their own 

home districts.
“We have 12 home high 

schools we are trying to 
work our events around,” 
Gaskill said before adding 
he’s glad to see so many 
schools having events at 
the end of the year again. 
“I love the way schools 
are trying to figure out 
ways to celebrate their 
kids. We want them to be 
able to do them all.”

Gaskill said the cer-
emony will conform to 
health and safety stan-
dards, and the Delaware 
Public Health District has 
reviewed the plan.

“We’ll have all of our 
safety protocols in place,” 
Gaskill said. “There will 
be socially distant seats 
on the field. The chairs 
will stretch from sideline 
to sideline. It’s going to 
look different. We want it 
to be special for our kids, 

but we aren’t including 
everything that’s been 
done in past ceremonies. 
We’re glad to celebrate, 
but we still have to be 
safe.”

Gaskill said he hopes 
the ceremony makes stu-
dents feel valued.

“I hope they get that 
we appreciate them for 
all they’ve done and 
how they’ve persevered 
through a junior year 
that didn’t end very well 
for them and their whole 
senior year, which has 
been a totally new experi-
ence,” Gaskill said. “We 
want them to know how 
much we really appreciate 
their perseverance and 
making it through and 
meeting all the require-
ments.”

Glenn Battishill can be reached 
at 740-413-0903 or on Twitter @
BattishillDG.
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Class of 2021!
DACC students are 
college, 
career, 
and life ready

™

Congratulations 
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Automotive Collision Technology Zac William Bond
Automotive Collision Technology Evan Michael Compton
Automotive Collision Technology Dylan A. Craig
Automotive Collision Technology Alberto Cruz
Automotive Collision Technology Jonathan Fernando Valencia 
Automotive Collision Technology Ethan Hawthorne
Automotive Collision Technology Jonathan Jimenez Uribe 
Automotive Collision Technology Kyle Anthony Moder
Automotive Collision Technology Leonardo Polishuk
Automotive Collision Technology Jonah Emmanuel Schooler 
Automotive Collision Technology Reis � omas Schrienk
Automotive Collision Technology Robert Lee Smith
Application Development & Programming Technology (ADaPT™)  Ibrahim 
Adnan Abdi
Application Development & Programming Technology (ADaPT™)  Liam 
Kendall Allbritton
Application Development & Programming Technology (ADaPT™)  Trenton 
Ryan Belcher
Application Development & Programming Technology (ADaPT™)  Cameron 
Robert Cash
Application Development & Programming Technology (ADaPT™)  Jeremy 
Nicholas Fellows
Application Development & Programming Technology (ADaPT™)  Samuel 
Lawrence Heiligmann
Application Development & Programming Technology (ADaPT™)  Dakota 
Anderson Hughes
Application Development & Programming Technology (ADaPT™)  Hailey 
Mckenzie June Johnson
Application Development & Programming Technology (ADaPT™)  Hem L. 
Katwal
Application Development & Programming Technology (ADaPT™)  Bart 
Allen Kelley
Application Development & Programming Technology (ADaPT™)  Zachary 
James Millisor
Application Development & Programming Technology (ADaPT™)  
Alexander Pezzopane
Application Development & Programming Technology (ADaPT™)  Ryan 
Chase Rigden
Application Development & Programming Technology (ADaPT™)  Yomar 
Alexander Rivera Bonet
Application Development & Programming Technology (ADaPT™)  
Alexander Forrest Smith
Application Development & Programming Technology (ADaPT™)  Erin 
Stacey
Application Development & Programming Technology (ADaPT™)  Cael 
Charles-Alden � ompson
Application Development & Programming Technology (ADaPT™)  Zachary 
Luke Ward
Application Development & Programming Technology (ADaPT™)  Mykhail 
Alexander Yano
Automotive Technology Andrew Wallace Barnes
Automotive Technology Chase Michael Beckert
Automotive Technology Connor Owen Bryant
Automotive Technology Cameron � omas Charles
Automotive Technology Nathaniel J. Greene
Automotive Technology Ryan Vincent Jones
Automotive Technology Brennan Komp
Automotive Technology Clayton Michael Miller
Automotive Technology Gordon � eodore Oliver
Automotive Technology Josh Rayburn
Automotive Technology Braden Michael Schwarzwalder
Automotive Technology Owen Kristopher Settles
Automotive Technology Grace Ann Spiers
Automotive Technology A-Jae Kenneth Sullivan
Automotive Technology Orion Ward
Automotive Technology Hannah Young
BioScience Sarah Marie Bridgeman
BioScience McKenna Leigh Campbell
BioScience Brionna Jannae Corder
BioScience Kaitlyn Chance Franklin
BioScience Kyle Brandon Kelley
BioScience Brooke Becker Kleinschmidt 
BioScience Cali Autumn Lang
BioScience Ana Cristina Rodriguez Herrera 
BioScience Riley Elane Stone
BioScience Eliana Ama Dansua Tetteh
BioScience Daniel R Veatch
BioScience Adam Edward Willis
Culinary Arts Brody L Crowder
Culinary Arts Raven Alexis Herriott
Culinary Arts Drew Wilhelm Lambert
Culinary Arts Jamir Mika Lewis 
Culinary Arts Xavier Christian Meyst
Culinary Arts Garrett Ramsey
Culinary Arts Fiona Ethel Saunders 
Culinary Arts Caroline Shea Schattschneider
Culinary Arts Mariah Shanice Sims
Cosmetology Meredith Angel Alsup
Cosmetology Ghadir Awad

Cosmetology Elyse Danielle Himeko Barlow
Cosmetology Meredith Nicole Book
Cosmetology Allison Maria Bristol
Cosmetology Devin Burch� eld
Cosmetology Alicia Marie Cimoch
Cosmetology Maria Madison Crooks
Cosmetology Pabeli Emili Diaz Avalos 
Cosmetology Holly Lauren-Sable Gabriel
Cosmetology Heaven Lee
Cosmetology � ailia Kaili Ngork
Cosmetology Hanieh Rezvani Hesari
Cosmetology Hope Noel Schaible
Cosmetology Sophia Anne St. John
Cosmetology Whitney Angelice Stuart
Construction Technology Jake Neil Ambrose
Construction Technology Leon Kenneth Becker Jr.
Construction Technology Elizabeth Cooke
Construction Technology Adrian Jose Cruz
Construction Technology Andrew Raymond Devictor
Construction Technology Alan David Farthing II
Construction Technology Matthew Paul Heuss
Construction Technology Nicholas Yzerman Martin
Construction Technology Jatan Pokar
Construction Technology Ronald Avery Ronske
Construction Technology Dayon Smith
Construction Technology Kenyan K Smith
Construction Technology Ethan Andrew Tranel
Construction Technology Ryan Joseph Williams
Construction Technology Maya Ranay Wills
Cybersecurity Cole Norris Apke
Cybersecurity James Edward Barger
Cybersecurity Ian P. Bell
Cybersecurity Jonathan � omas Cervi
Cybersecurity Nathan William Love Clark
Cybersecurity Elysha Lucas Custer
Cybersecurity Aidan James Gatenbee
Cybersecurity Hunter Harley Hostetter
Cybersecurity Elizabeth Marie Huston
Cybersecurity Kaden Daniel Kaelber
Cybersecurity Max Long
Cybersecurity Jack Lovejoy
Cybersecurity Jackson Paul Mosser
Cybersecurity Adrian Michael Self
Cybersecurity Paul Harrison Silva
Cybersecurity Ntepah Watendo Nelly kelly
Cybersecurity Derrick James Zimmers
Dental Assisting Sara Elizabeth Borton
Dental Assisting Hailey Davenport
Dental Assisting Joseph Enrique De La Torre
Dental Assisting Jennifer Gutierrez Gallegos
Dental Assisting Jessica Berenice Hernandez
Dental Assisting Sophia Kurtz
Dental Assisting Chau Le
Dental Assisting Brianna Neville
Dental Assisting Lauren Jayne Perry 
Dental Assisting Abbey Lynn Phillips
Dental Assisting Jetzemany Rincon Vicente
Dental Assisting Cristen Marie Sanders
Dental Assisting Irais Vasquez cruz
Dental Assisting Michelle Vanessa Williams
Digital Design Zachariah Brian Bailey
Digital Design Brendan Robert Barcus
Digital Design Caroline Brogdon
Digital Design Matthew Joseph Burke
Digital Design Chase Dauphin
Digital Design Sarah Kathryn Davis
Digital Design Gabriella Ann Douglas
Digital Design Daniel Nelson Gillenwater
Digital Design Zachary Chase Ginter
Digital Design Abigial Gutridge
Digital Design Justin Hsu
Digital Design Annelise Marie Hubble
Digital Design Kendall Grace Koberna
Digital Design Derek A. Orsburn
Digital Design Nicholas Arthur Otenberger
Digital Design Vera Quarshie
Digital Design Aharon L. Rockwell
Digital Design Alexander Kulmansky Scites
Digital Design Hunter Joel Senek
Digital Design Eliana Leigh Smith
Digital Design Evan � omas Stephens
Digital Design Jordan Stroup
Digital Design Brandon Riley � omas
Digital Design Jackson � omas Wilhelm
Digital Design Dylan Reed Williams
Digital Design Jillian Ruth Wyatt
Digital Design Ifeoluwa Charity Adu
Digital Design Shaylynn Denee Bash
Digital Design Abigail Christine Blanchard

Digital Design Alexander William Blessing
Digital Design Jamie David Bowker
Digital Design AC D Coss
Digital Design Ethan Christopher Cox
Digital Design Nadia Elisa Dawah
Digital Design Noah Franklin
Digital Design Jacob Alexander Greathouse
Digital Design Rachel Julia Green
Digital Design Caroline Esperanza Hernandez
Digital Design Mariah Michelle Jones
Digital Design Morgan Marie Jones
Digital Design Jude Miller
Digital Design Makenzie Mitchell
Digital Design Natalie Rose Myers
Digital Design Maylie Gregory Narotski
Digital Design Hayden Robert Wilson Reed
Digital Design Keith Ridley
Digital Design Samuel Sean Scott
Digital Design Hans Reid Ingvi Sorenson
Digital Design Katarina Akima � ompson
Digital Design Heidi Lyn Troutman
Digital Design Jason Joseph Winner
Early Childhood Education Makenzie Ruth Browning
Early Childhood Education Tay’shaunna Yevonne Carter
Early Childhood Education Ali Robin Cordle
Early Childhood Education Maia Corine Crumb
Early Childhood Education Alexandra Cruz Lopez
Early Childhood Education Miah Lynn Glass
Early Childhood Education Sydney Elizabeth Grom
Early Childhood Education Alia James Horrox 
Early Childhood Education Andrea Elizabeth Hubbard
Early Childhood Education Audrey Anna Hughes
Early Childhood Education Kaylah Nikol Hughes
Early Childhood Education Avery Kathryn Minshall
Early Childhood Education Madigan Elise O’Brien
Early Childhood Education Kimberly Elizabeth Pamperin
Early Childhood Education Olivia Tyne Raynor
Early Childhood Education Abbegail Riley
Early Childhood Education Cynthia Sandoval
Early Childhood Education Stephanie Sarah Showalter
Early Childhood Education Gabriana Leigh Steele
Early Childhood Education Lillian M. Todt
Engineering Technology Bryce D. Beaty
Engineering Technology Nicholas Alexander Cannon
Engineering Technology Alexander Stephen Cunningham
Engineering Technology Hannah Rose Dennewitz
Engineering Technology Tamas Szebeni Eder
Engineering Technology Justin � omas Garn
Engineering Technology Maximus Edward Hook
Engineering Technology Chase Baxter Hunter
Engineering Technology Lucas James Hurst
Engineering Technology Matthew Alexander Hurst
Engineering Technology Kaden Daniel Jacob
Engineering Technology Timothy Scott Kolva
Engineering Technology Evan Robert McDonald
Engineering Technology Caroline Danese Sheridan
Engineering Technology John Francis Simonis
Engineering Technology Matthew Slater Jr.
Engineering Technology Tarun Subbarayalu
Engineering Technology John Wesley Trimble
Engineering Technology Joshua Michael Vucelich
Engineering Technology Alexander Wachtman
Equine Science Cora Beddoes
Equine Science Lauren Marie Bell
Equine Science Sierra Blake
Equine Science Daria Marie Cox
Equine Science Isabelle Marie D’Angelis
Equine Science Gri�  n Michael Falter
Equine Science Alexa Nicole Fee
Equine Science Audrey Kristina Gaines
Equine Science Mikala Dawn Hamilton
Equine Science Autumn Marie Hursey
Equine Science Autumn Rose Wilhelm
Food Service Eunice Aka
Food Service Lorin Renay Bair
Food Service Michael William Blazo
Food Service Remington Rae Gra�  ce
Food Service Cierra M. Parham
Food Service Alli Paulus
Food Service Christopher Emmanuel Scott
Food Service Daylin Gregory Scott
Food Service Alexandra Nicole Stephens
Food Service Grace Straughn
Food Service Osaeki Uwadiae
Food Service Haidon Deann Williams
Fire Service Training Megan Danielle Blair
Fire Service Training Brandon Christopher Buchanan
Fire Service Training Angelo Michael Carroll
Fire Service Training Rebekah Lyn Davis

Fire Service Training Joshua Hagan
Fire Service Training James Patrick Herring
Fire Service Training Zacc Ho� man
Fire Service Training Michael Antonio Joseph
Fire Service Training � omas Jumper
Fire Service Training Damien Paul Kelly 
Fire Service Training Tyler Jacob Kerber
Fire Service Training Nathan Willis Kester
Fire Service Training Bode Orion Wallace
Fire Service Training Ethan Edwin Ambrose Walters
Fire Service Training Ethan Zimmerer
Hospitality Ty’ron Isiah Hargrove
Hospitality Leeann Hien Hustead
Hospitality Kaden Tyler Leach
Hospitality Evan David Seufert
Health Technology & Nursing Nana Aboagye
Health Technology & Nursing Manuela G. Anno
Health Technology & Nursing Hailey Sky Bivens
Health Technology & Nursing Sophia Gabriella Caceres
Health Technology & Nursing Alejandra Mariel Castagnola
Health Technology & Nursing Sara Elise Foster
Health Technology & Nursing Isabelle Marie Kennedy
Health Technology & Nursing Brooklynn Nicole Koonts
Health Technology & Nursing Morgan Elizabeth Lenix
Health Technology & Nursing Mimi Lin
Health Technology & Nursing Kylie Peyton Linville
Health Technology & Nursing Joshua David Louden
Health Technology & Nursing Ifedolapo Celestina Maforikan
Health Technology & Nursing Joselyn Mandujano
Health Technology & Nursing Saraid Lucero Aparicio
Health Technology & Nursing Emily Paige Prosser
Health Technology & Nursing Dasha Semenchuk
Health Technology & Nursing Kendall Jo Ann Shirk
Health Technology & Nursing Holly Southwick
Health Technology & Nursing Taylor Ranae Weiss
Health Technology & Nursing Emily Kay Williams
Health Technology & Nursing Madison Winigman
Health Technology & Nursing Mykaela Yano
Landscape Architecture & Construction Kelsey Renee Gobel
Landscape Architecture & Construction Lyndon Reed Smith
Landscape Architecture & Construction Austin Matthew Schoen
Landscape Architecture & Construction Joshua Adam Slack
Landscape Architecture & Construction Grant � omas
Landscape Architecture & Construction Hunter Michael Valentine
Law Enforcement Nathaniel Taylor Antle
Law Enforcement Micah Kaden Ehrick
Law Enforcement Patrick J. Hughes
Law Enforcement Riley Alexander Jacob
Law Enforcement Hunter Allen Jones
Law Enforcement Brayden William Louters Musser
Law Enforcement Rebecca L. Martens
Law Enforcement Spencer Jacob Stover
Law Enforcement Lindsey Marie Vlaar
Law Enforcement Ashley Elizabeth Walker
Law Enforcement Adam Hunter Ward
Medical Assisting Samira Abdirizaq Abdullahi
Medical Assisting Brooke Adele Akers
Medical Assisting Ericah Nichole Armstrong
Medical Assisting Makenna Michelle Davis
Medical Assisting Faith Anne Hager
Medical Assisting Amaya Rachelle Hazelett
Medical Assisting Angela Renee Hurt
Medical Assisting Leilani Cassandra Jimenez 
Medical Assisting Alhaji L Kamara
Medical Assisting Lydia Ann Malko� 
Medical Assisting Grace Ann Miller
Medical Assisting Jesse Elizabeth Moore
Medical Assisting Annie Moreno-Ramirez
Medical Assisting Angel Mae Smith
Pharmacy Technician Godwin Arkoh Amissah
Pharmacy Technician Emma Grace Anglin
Pharmacy Technician Emma Sue Blair
Pharmacy Technician Ryley Rogge Briones
Pharmacy Technician Emma Maryon Burnett
Pharmacy Technician Camille Ashley Clark
Pharmacy Technician Autumn Pauline Dennison
Pharmacy Technician Julliette Nkafu Ekokobe 
Pharmacy Technician Ahmed Abdullahi Ibrahim 
Pharmacy Technician Aaliyah Bashir Martinez
Pharmacy Technician Julia Maria Resendiz
Pharmacy Technician Crystal Monet Stennett 
Pharmacy Technician Summer Kim Weiler
Pharmacy Technician Jace Carpenter Wiebell
Pharmacy Technician Amy Bronwyn Young
Pharmacy Technician Farhiya Adan
Pharmacy Technician Jessica Annor
Pharmacy Technician Emily Gisselle Cathis
Pharmacy Technician Rebecca De Oliveira
Pharmacy Technician Kathia Gonzalez-Carrillo

Pharmacy Technician Anissa R. Ingles-Medina
Pharmacy Technician Rosemond Yaa Lartebea Koranteng
Pharmacy Technician Stephanie Grace Lenart
Pharmacy Technician Sujei Jazlyn Moquete 
Pharmacy Technician Susej Moreno Santos
Pharmacy Technician Emma Grace Reger
Pharmacy Technician Sophia Rosa
Pharmacy Technician Joshua David Sumner
Pharmacy Technician Salimatu Tunkara
Pharmacy Technician George Vincent Urichich
Pharmacy Technician Emma Valentine
Pharmacy Technician Janiyah Simone Woods
Power Sports & Diesel Technology Benjamin Gregory Chesnes
Power Sports & Diesel Technology Hunter Dougless Clements
Power Sports & Diesel Technology Liam M. Cottrill
Power Sports & Diesel Technology Joseph Michael Daw
Power Sports & Diesel Technology John DeMarco
Power Sports & Diesel Technology Alexander Keith Ferguson
Power Sports & Diesel Technology Nathaniel James Fitzgerald
Power Sports & Diesel Technology Hadden Samuel Hall
Power Sports & Diesel Technology Corbin Matthew Haney
Power Sports & Diesel Technology Ian Matthew Howard
Power Sports & Diesel Technology � omas Anthony Johnson
Power Sports & Diesel Technology Malachi Jon McKinney
Power Sports & Diesel Technology Matthew Michael Mills
Power Sports & Diesel Technology Joseph Neil Peterson
Power Sports & Diesel Technology Logan Lee Pounds
Power Sports & Diesel Technology Ricky Alexander Shepherd
Power Sports & Diesel Technology Tyler James Smith
Power Sports & Diesel Technology Dominic VanBrimmer
Power Sports & Diesel Technology Kenneth James Wilde
Wildlife & Resource Management Jacob Bart
Wildlife & Resource Management Madison Christine Bell
Wildlife & Resource Management Aaron Jay Burns
Wildlife & Resource Management Sara Genevieve Dann
Wildlife & Resource Management Kayla Tamara Fogel
Wildlife & Resource Management Aaron Freeman
Wildlife & Resource Management Felecity Ayanna Lisenbee
Wildlife & Resource Management Joby Edward over� eld
Wildlife & Resource Management Sierra Redinbaugh
Wildlife & Resource Management Padraic MacTavish Roush
Wildlife & Resource Management Sheridan Marie Stults
Wildlife & Resource Management Amanda Margaret Sugerik
Wildlife & Resource Management Elizabeth Ann Swonger
Wildlife & Resource Management Tara Nicole Warnock
Wildlife & Resource Management Valentina Aleta White
Welding & Sheet Metal Fabrication Justin Andrew Blair
Welding & Sheet Metal Fabrication Luke Taylor Chiles
Welding & Sheet Metal Fabrication Ethan Allen Cookson
Welding & Sheet Metal Fabrication Cole Scott Du� 
Welding & Sheet Metal Fabrication Avery Marius Fisher
Welding & Sheet Metal Fabrication Blaize Christopher Foster
Welding & Sheet Metal Fabrication Benjamin Michael Frazier
Welding & Sheet Metal Fabrication Garison Peter Frisch
Welding & Sheet Metal Fabrication Jaden A. Gonzalez
Welding & Sheet Metal Fabrication Logan Allen Herr
Welding & Sheet Metal Fabrication Michael Sebastian James
Welding & Sheet Metal Fabrication Kenneth Clayton Knight
Welding & Sheet Metal Fabrication Micah Latta
Welding & Sheet Metal Fabrication Dylan Andrew Mason
Welding & Sheet Metal Fabrication Blayne Moore
Welding & Sheet Metal Fabrication Joseph A. Pyle Jr. 
Welding & Sheet Metal Fabrication Jason Owen Soderlund
Welding & Sheet Metal Fabrication William Robert Sproule
Columbus Zoo & Aquarium School Drew Bailey
Columbus Zoo & Aquarium School Evan Baran
Columbus Zoo & Aquarium School Kevin Joseph Bray
Columbus Zoo & Aquarium School Kaitlin Elizabeth Cowan
Columbus Zoo & Aquarium School Kristen Lyn Granger
Columbus Zoo & Aquarium School Shelby Quinn Jones
Columbus Zoo & Aquarium School Sam Kovach
Columbus Zoo & Aquarium School Oriana Eirene Krieg
Columbus Zoo & Aquarium School Evan Ma
Columbus Zoo & Aquarium School Eva Nicole Mason
Columbus Zoo & Aquarium School Camille Ashton Morrison
Columbus Zoo & Aquarium School Jacy Marie Mox
Columbus Zoo & Aquarium School Moriah K. Mulig
Columbus Zoo & Aquarium School Carrinna Muncy
Columbus Zoo & Aquarium School Carmen Patricia Pape
Columbus Zoo & Aquarium School Katherin Elizabeth Plate
Columbus Zoo & Aquarium School Mia Provenzano
Columbus Zoo & Aquarium School Julie Linn Randleman
Columbus Zoo & Aquarium School Madison Josie Richardson
Columbus Zoo & Aquarium School Kai Takenaga
Columbus Zoo & Aquarium School Amelia Ryan � rasher
Columbus Zoo & Aquarium School Gabriel Edward Weikert
Columbus Zoo & Aquarium School Hannah Kay Westerviller 
Columbus Zoo & Aquarium School Dylan Cole Wilson
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BW graduation slated for May 22
By Gary Budzak
gbudzak@aimmediamidwest.com

SUNBURY — The Big 
Walnut High School Class 
of 2021 graduation is 
scheduled for 7:30 p.m. 
May 22 in the football 
stadium, weather permit-
ting. How did they get 
there?

A previously-issued 
newsletter contained 
dates and guidelines for 
seniors and their families.

This year’s class offi-
cers are President Maddy 
Watters, Vice President 
Lauren Ropp, Secretary 
Jake Ross, Treasurer 
Sophie Momeni, and 
Class Advisor Mrs. Chris-
tina McDonough. Any 
seniors with questions 
contacted McDonough 
(christinamcdonough@
bwls.net or 740-965-3766 
ext. 1116).

The BWHS Counsel-
ing Department issued a 
“Senior To-Do List” that 
included deciding on a 
college, improving your 
ACT/SAT score by test-
ing again if needed (18 
or higher in English, 22 
or higher in reading and 
math to avoid remedial 
college classes), apply-
ing for scholarships and 
the Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (a 
requirement for many 
local scholarships). The 
school counseling website 
had scholarship informa-
tion that was regularly 
updated.

Some seniors had spent 
the entire school year 
looking into colleges, and 
some intensified their 
search in March. The 
class of 2021 took spring 
break March 29-April 2. 

Gary Budzak | The Gazette
The Big Walnut High School football stadium will again be the graduation ceremony site.

DACC students look back on final year
By Glenn Battishill
gbattishill@aimmediamidwest.com

With the Delaware 
Area Career Center 
Completion Ceremony 
fast approaching, several 
seniors told The Gazette 
that while their time at 
the school is coming to an 
end, the skills learned and 
memories made will last a 
lifetime.

The completion cer-
emony will be held at 
Cornell Stadium at Hayes 
High School at 5 p.m. on 
May 21.

Micah Latta, a senior 
in the DACC’s welding 
program, said he actually 
started at the DACC in 
a different program but 
changed labs after seeing 
what welding had to offer.

“After a year in the 
engineering program, I 
decided to visit the Weld-
ing and Sheet Metal Fab-
rication program where I 
welded for the first time,” 
Latta said. “I immediately 
liked it and went back to 
engineering the next day 
where my friends from 
engineering could tell I 
wanted to switch labs. I 
haven’t regretted my deci-
sion since.”

Latta said he’s always 
enjoyed making things 
with his hands and 
enjoyed his time in the 
welding lab.

“I have so much fun in 
the welding lab,” he said. 
“I feel like it is something 
I am really good at and 
have learned so much 
over the two years I have 
been in the lab. There 
is no better feeling than 
making something out of 
metal because it can be 
such a fickle material to 
work with, but when you 
know how to work with it 
and can get it to do what 
you want, it is extremely 
rewarding. I’m thankful 

for the opportunity to get 
this experience.”

Latta said his favor-
ite experience with the 
DACC was completing 
his capstone project, a 
go-kart build from scratch 
and getting to take it for 
a test drive after present-
ing it.

Latta added he’ll miss 
having lab every day and 
working with his friends.

“I would say, for the 
most part, you and your 
classmates in lab get 
pretty close because it’s 
just you guys every day 
for three hours, and you 
all have a common inter-
est,” Latta said. “So, it 
will be weird not seeing 
them every day. Plus 
in lab, you have a lot of 
tools and projects that 
give you some creative 
freedom, whereas at most 
workplaces, they give you 
a blueprint to follow to a 
T. … I’ll miss having that 
mixture of resources and 
freedom to make cool 
stuff.”

Latta said he plans to 
attend the Hobart Insti-
tute of Welding Technol-
ogy and hopes to have a 
welding job that allows 
him “to travel and make 
bank.”

Tarun Subbarayalu, a 
senior from Olentangy 
Liberty High School in 
the Engineering Tech-
nology program, said 
studying at the DACC has 
been “an incredible expe-
rience.”

“I’ve learned so much 
and gained so many certi-
fications that can help me 
in the future,” Subbaray-
alu said. “I’ve met people 
I would never have prior 
and gotten opportunities 
that taught me so much.”

Subbarayalu said his 
favorite moment at the 
school was finishing a 
group project to build  

Courtesy photos
Micah Latta, a senior in the Delaware Area Career Center’s welding 
program, works on a project during his senior year. Richardson

April was a busy month 
for seniors. “Most admis-
sions decisions arrive 
this month,” the to-do 
list said. Those going to 
college made their final 
decision and mailed their 
enrollment form, notify-
ing schools they were 
accepted at but weren’t 
attending, or contacting 
admissions offices to be 
put on a waitlist.

In addition, a Senior 
Exit Survey was com-
pleted by students in 
April. “Included in this 
survey will be a place for 
students to disclose any 
academic scholarship 
they have accepted,” the 
newsletter said. “For a 
student to be recognized 
on Academic Signing 
Day, they must accurately 
submit this survey.”

On April 23, the 
seniors’ Graduation 
Contract was due. This 
signed contract included 
whether seniors wanted 
to participate in the 
graduation ceremony, and 
how their name would 
appear on their diploma. 
Due to COVID-19, there 
was uncertainty how 
the diplomas would be 
presented, but seniors 
were asked to choose a 
presenter.

The next day, April 24, 
the Senior Prom was held 
at Villa Milano. However, 
the Seniors Scholar Din-
ner planned for April 28 
was cancelled.

April 30 was a special 
day at the high school. 
The class of 2021 wore 
their “post high-school 
plans,” dressing for their 

future success by donning 
shirts from the school 
they’re attending (or its 
colors), military branch, 
or red if heading directly 
into the workforce.

Academic Signing Day 
was May 1, and seniors 
were asked to turn in 
their BWHS-issued 
Chromebook and char-
ger in May once their 
required coursework was 
completed. If they failed 
to turn them in or pay 
for damages, they won’t 
participate in the gradua-
tion ceremony, and their 
diplomas and transcripts 
will be held. 

Advanced Placement 
exams were taken on 
May 3-7 and May 10-13, 
with scores being sent 
to colleges. The tests 
took place in the library 

and St. John Neumann 
Catholic Church. Tests 
were given in calculus, 
chemistry, computer sci-
ence, English literature 
and composition, environ-
mental science, German 
language and culture, psy-
chology, Spanish language 
and culture, statistics, US 
government and politics, 
and US history.

On May 4, caps and 
gowns from Jostens were 
distributed during lunch 
periods. May 4 was also 
BWHS Spring College 
Signing Day. The last day 
of classes for seniors was 
May 13.

The annual Eagles’ 
Last Flight celebration 
is at 8 a.m. May 20 and 
attendance is mandatory. 
“Seniors will arrive at 
the high school at 8 a.m. 

where they will board 
buses and travel to each 
of our elementary schools 
for one final Eagle send-
off,” the newsletter 
said. “The event will be 
over by 11:30 a.m.” The 
graduation breakfast and 
rehearsal is at 8 a.m. May 
21.

That brings us to grad-
uation at 7:30 p.m. May 
22 in the football sta-
dium, with May 23 as the 
rain date. Those seniors 
who have met the crite-
ria for graduation can 
bring a limited number 
of guests. The event will 
include a student speech, 
and Big Walnut has an 
Honor Court based on 
cumulative GPAs instead 
of a valedictorian and 
salutatorian.

“As with many things 
this year, the situation 
concerning graduation 
and other senior cel-
ebrations is continually 
changing and evolving 
as the situation with the 
COVID pandemic contin-
ues to change,” the news-
letter said. “Please pay 
close attention to Scho-
ology and our BWHS 
website for the most 
up-to-date information 
concerning all of these 
events.”

Gary Budzak may be reached at 
740-413-0906 or on Twitter @
GaryBudzak.

a bike.
“We breathed our first 

breath with no stress,” 
Subbarayalu said. “We 
had worked for weeks to 
get it to work, and after 
a series of failures, hav-
ing a working bike that 
performed better than all 
of the other groups’ bikes 
was really rewarding.”

Like Latta, Subbarayalu 
said he’ll miss the creative 
freedom the DACC pro-
vided.

“I will really miss the 
vast amount of materials 
and a certain degree of 
freedom that comes with 
the career center,” he 
said. “Being allowed to 
take an idea and run with 
it in any direction was 
amazing and creatively 
fulfilling”

Subbarayalu said he 
plans to attend The 
Ohio State University at 

Marion and transfer to 
the main OSU campus 
after his first semester to 
major in mechanical engi-
neering.

Cristen Sanders, a stu-
dent in the Dental Assist-
ing program, said she’s 
happy with her time at 
the DACC.

“I enjoyed all my time 
that I spent here,” Sand-
ers said. “The teachers 
are great and really inclu-
sive, and I enjoyed mak-
ing new friends that will 
keep for a lifetime.”

Sanders added she 
missed spending time 
with her friends during 
her senior year due to the 
pandemic, and her favor-
ite thing about the school 
year was finding new 
ways to spend time with 
friends.

“Normally, all of the 
students would wait out 

in the cafeteria and talk 
to each other before class 
started,” Sanders said. 
“But due to COVID, me 
and my friends lined our 
cars up and rolled down 
our windows and all 
talked to each other and 
listened to music in the 
parking lot waiting for the 
bell to ring. I hope I have 
those memories with me 
as the years go on.”

Sanders said she will be 
starting at Hocking Uni-
versity later this year to 
study dental hygiene.

“I’m super excited to 
get going on my dream 
career,” she said.

Maddie Richardson, a 
senior in the Columbus 
Zoo & Aquarium School 
program at the DACC, 
said getting into the zool-
ogy program was “the 
best decision” she made 
for her education.

“At my home school, 
the options for choice 
of classes were limited, 
especially in my pre-
ferred career route, but 
with DACC, I have been 
able to take advanced 
classes, write research 
papers over animals of my 
choice and build enrich-
ment, all while enjoying 
my time at the zoo each 
day,” Richardson said. 
“DACC has prepared me 
for college by allowing 
me to take college level 
classes, undergo hand-on 
experiences, assist my 
communication and pub-
lic speaking skills, time 
management, confidence, 
and team efforts moving 
forward.”

Richardson said her two 
years at the DACC have 
been “the most enjoyable” 
of her high school career, 

See DACC | 9
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Seniors at Hayes excited for future
By Glenn Battishill
gbattishill@aimmediamidwest.com

With graduation on the 
horizon, Delaware Hayes 
High School seniors say 
they are excited for the 
future after making the 
best of an unusual senior 
year.

Seniors at Hayes have 
been divided into three 
cohorts since the start of 
the school year but will 
come together as one 
class for the first time for 
graduation practice and 
commencement.

Ainsley Tatman said 
she is “definitely” looking 
forward to graduating, 
but the pandemic took 
away experiences she 
expected to have during 
her senior year.

“My senior year was 
good, but unfortunately, 
we never got to do many 
fun senior activities until 
now, at the end of the 
year,” Tatman said. “We 
missed out on a lot this 
year. A lot of the typical 
senior class things didn’t 
happen or didn’t happen 
normally.”

Tatman added her 
favorite memories at the 
school will be her involve-
ment in various activities.

“I did so many things 
from softball to marching 
band and orchestra to 
National Honor Society 
and so much more,” she 
said. “Getting involved 
in activities is one of 
the best decisions I have 
made throughout high 
school, and I made so 
many great friends and 
memories through that. 
Plus, winning the OCC 
title with my softball 
team recently was pretty 
great!”

Tatman said she plans 
to attend The Ohio State 
University in the fall and 
major in zoology.

For Sarah Carpenter, 
graduation is bittersweet.

“I have loved my time 
with Delaware City 
Schools since kinder-
garten, but I’m excited 
to be able to move on 
and start a new part of 
life,” Carpenter said. “It’s 
sad to see how much 
everyone has missed out 
on this year because of 
COVID. Obviously, (this 
school year) was not how 
anyone wanted it. I have 
only been taking one 
class at Hayes, and all 
of my other ones online 
through Columbus State, 
so I haven’t seen anyone 

pretty much at all this 
year.”

Carpenter added she’s 
glad she got to compete 
in another season of cross 
country and serve as a 
crew member for one last 
show at Hayes.

She said she’ll miss 
spending time with her 
friends.

“I’m going to miss the 
transition (special ed) 
classroom and being a 
peer mentor with them,” 
Carpenter said. “That’s 
one thing I missed out on 
this year, and hanging out 
with them has easily been 
one of my favorite experi-
ences in high school.”

Carpenter added she 
plans to attend Ohio 
Northern University to 
study civil engineering 
and environmental engi-
neering.

Meredith Keller said 
she’s looking forward to 
graduation so she can see 
everyone she missed this 
year.

“I can’t wait to get 
together with all my 
friends and teachers, and 
celebrate these last 12 
years of school,” she said.

Keller added despite 
the pandemic, she got 
involved as much as pos-
sible this year.

“I decided to made the 
best of my senior year 
considering the circum-
stances,” she said. “I was 
on the tennis team, joined 
the swim team, partici-
pated in ‘Little Women,’ 
went to prom, started 
learning the guitar, and 
traveled with my family!”

One of Keller’s co-stars 
in “Little Women,” Aidan 
Ferguson, said he’s look-
ing forward to graduating 
on May 22.

“Obviously, I’ve had a 
ton of fun in high school, 
but I just can’t wait to 
really get out in the world 
and do things on my 
own,” Ferguson said. “I’ve 
seen my friends graduate 
in years past and thrive 
afterwards, something I 
think I can do after high 
school.”

Ferguson said even 
though his senior year 
was challenging, he 
enjoyed it.

“I feel a lot happier 
with my senior year than 
I thought I would,” Fer-
guson said. “I was really 
disappointed to find out 
the school year wasn’t 
going to be at all normal, 
but I truly think that our 
high school class as a 

Courtesy photo
Remington Graffice, Mackenzie Collett, Lorin Bair and Ainsley Tatman pose for a photo together at 
Hayes High School’s senior prom.

Courtesy photo
Sarah Carpenter poses next to a poster board made to 
commemorate her achievements at Hayes.

Courtesy photo | Kim Salvador
Seniors at Hayes High School take a photo together before attending a senior dinner, which stood in 
for the traditional senior prom this year. From left to right: Meredith Keller, Makenzie Hayes, Brynn 
McGrail, Addie Salvador, Caylee Combs and Liza Ida.

and she enjoyed writing 
her thesis on red pandas 
and providing information 
on their mating behaviors. 
Richardson said her other 
favorite thing about the 
program was working 
with other passionate 
students.

“I enjoy getting to know 

whole really made the 
best of our situation. We 
managed to find little 
moments here and there 
that really helped us enjoy 
what we had as seniors.”

Ferguson said he’ll miss 
the staff at Hayes when 
he graduates.

“I think I’ll miss the 
teachers most of all,” 
he said. “I’ve had a lot 
of them over the years, 
but the ones that have 
really had a huge impact 
on my life have all come 
from Hayes. Especially 
in the music department, 
there are teachers who 
ask about your day and 
actually care about what 
the answer is. I think it’s 
really had an impact on 
me and my fellow class-
mates.”

Ferguson said he plans 
to attend The Ohio State 
University to study bio-
medical engineering.

Likewise, Rena Ouyang 
said she’s feeling bitter-
sweet about graduation 
because she’ll miss people 
in the district.

“I am very excited to be 
graduating, but I am also 
sad,” Ouyang said. “I feel 
like I am closing a chapter 
on my life, but starting a 
new one! I am going to 

miss my teachers and all 
of the clubs and groups I 
have been a part of.”

Ouyang said she 
enjoyed her senior year 
and made the most of it.

“I felt that my senior 
year was as great as it 
could have been,” Ouyang 
said. “I was able to still 
see friends and teachers 
at school and be involved 
in my extracurriculars — 
with safety protocols, of 
course.”

Ouyang said she’ll be 
attending Duke Univer-
sity in the fall to major 
in biomedical and civil 
engineering.

Janel Collins said she’s 
excited to graduate and 
is looking forward to the 
new experiences that 
come with going to col-
lege.

“It’ll be nice to see the 
hard work I’ve done the 
past four years pay off,” 
she said. Plus… there’s 
really not a whole lot to 
do in Delaware. I’m excit-
ed to go to college and 
experience new people 
and new opportunities.”

Collins said she’s thank-
ful for her senior year 
even if it wasn’t what stu-
dents hoped for.

“My senior year was 

kind of disappointing 
because of COVID-19, but 
I know the administration 
and parents in the district 
were trying their hardest 
to make this feel much 
more like a normal year,” 
Collins said. “While I’m 
incredibly grateful for 
their efforts, it’s still 
somewhat depressing to 
look back on things that 
the class of 2021 may 
have missed out on.”

For Collins, her favorite 
memory from Hayes was 
the symphonic choir trip 
to New York City.

“My family rarely trav-
els, so it was super cool 
to go out and do touristy 
things,” Collins said. “Not 
to mention I got to do it 
with a lot of my closest 
friends, which was awe-
some.”

Collins added she 
enjoyed participating 
in the House Games at 
Hayes, adding it was 
“really fun” to give stu-
dents a chance to show 
school spirit and have 
a friendly competition 
throughout the year.

Collins said she plans 
to attend Ohio University 
in the fall and will be 
majoring in language arts 
and social studies middle 
education.

“I honestly don’t have 
too much of my future 
planned, so hopefully 
college strikes a major 
epiphany of sorts,” Col-
lins said.

Likewise, Andrew 
Bourget said he is look-

ing forward to graduating 
and becoming a college 
student.

“Getting that next level 
of independence and step 
towards studying what 
I’m passionate about is 
exciting,” Bourget said. 
“Of course, I will miss 
parts of high school like 
Talisman and seeing 
teachers who have helped 
me learn and grow over 
the years I’ve been at 
Hayes.”

Bourget said his favor-
ite parts of studying at 
Hayes were the summer 
training for The Talisman 
and being involved in 
marching band. He added 
his unusual senior year 
had drawbacks and posi-
tives.

“I enjoyed it,” Bourget 
said. “It wasn’t exactly 
like the senior year the 
class from two, three 
years ago got, but that’s 
out of our control. The 
district did the best they 
could in the time they 
had. I think not having 
the cliche experiences 
of a traditional prom or 
other final year events 
forced us to come up with 
our own ways to celebrate 
what those events were 
made to celebrate.”

Bourget said he’ll be 
attending The Ohio State 
University to study music 
education with at least 
minor in journalism.

Glenn Battishill can be reached 
at 740-413-0903 or on Twitter @
BattishillDG.

From page 8

DACC all my classmates and hav-
ing similar interests with 
them,” Richardson said. 
“It’s enjoyable coming to 
school every day know-
ing we are all passionate 
about a similar field.”

Richardson said she’ll 
miss the program and the 
opportunity to work at 
the Columbus Zoo.

“I mean come on, rarely 
any student gets to write 
on their resume or college 
essays that they attend an 

advanced program at the 
Columbus Zoo and Aquar-
ium!” Richardson said. 
“Not only has it been a 
hands-on experience, but 
it’s at one of the best zoos 
in the country, so I feel 
very lucky and grateful 
to be able to have taken 
classes there every day for 
the past two years, and I 
will miss it dearly.”

Richardson said she 
plans to attend Nova 
Southeastern University 

in Fort Lauderdale, Flor-
ida, in the fall to study 
marine biology.

“This campus is a 
perfect fit, as it is very 
close to the ocean, has a 
stunning research center, 
is very welcoming … 
and has great research 
opportunities for their 
students,” she said.

Glenn Battishill can be reached 
at 740-413-0903 or on Twitter @
BattishillDG.
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Tradition returns to halls of BVHS

Submitted story

The onset of the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
and the abrupt change 
to remote learning in 
2020 paused a more than 
15-year tradition that has 
lined the halls of Buck-
eye Valley High School, 
but as the country and 
the community begins 
to recover, the tradition 
resumes as some very 
talented students leave 
their final mark on a 
somewhat unusual can-
vas.

The Mural Project, 
led by BVHS Studio 
Art teacher TJ Chaney, 
provides Buckeye Val-
ley High School Senior 
Studio 2 & 3 art students 
the opportunity to select 
a master painting of 
their choice and create 

a reproduction of that 
painting in a puzzle 
shape on the wall in the 
art hallway of the high 
school.

This year, eight seniors 
are creating their master-
pieces, which are being 
added to the 130 puzzle 
shapes that already line 
the hallway. The project 
typically takes these 
soon-to-be graduating 
students six and seven 
weeks to complete.

The project began 
back in 2003 — the 
same year most of the 
graduating seniors in 
the class of 2021 were 
born. It was the dream 
of Chaney, who took part 
in the project himself in 
2020 as he marked the 
occasion with a singular 
black puzzle piece that 
included the names of 

the BVHS Class of 2020 
Studio 2 & 3 students 
with the simple notation 
“COVID-19”.

Chaney, whose class-
room is in the middle of 
the mural, has admittedly 
become somewhat numb 
to the display since he 
sees it every day, but he 
is quickly reminded of 
its presence and beauty 
“when visitors enter the 
hallway and slow down 
to look at all the great 
paintings that line it.”

Chaney hopes The 
Mural Project will con-
tinue to provide a unique 
opportunity for students 
for years to come as he 
stated, “The plan is to 
keep this going and fill 
the hall — all the way to 
the cafeteria.”

Submitted by Buckeye Valley Local 
Schools.

Art students at Buckeye Valley High School recently took part in the Mural Project by painting one of 
their favorite masterpieces on a hallway wall.

Courtesy photo | Buckeye Valley Local Schools
Art students at Buckeye Valley High School recently took part in the Mural Project by painting one of 
their favorite masterpieces on a hallway wall.

Four seniors awarded 
Robert E. Parker 
Scholarship
Submitted story

The Delaware County 
Democratic Party is 
proud to congratulate 
four local teens for 
receiving the county 
party’s Robert E. Parker 
Scholarship.

The party awards these 
scholarships each year to 
graduating seniors at area 
high schools who intend 
to continue their school-
ing at the collegiate level.

The recipients are 
Kylie Hanson, Olentangy 
Orange High School; 
Mackenzie Collett, Dela-
ware Hayes High School; 
Lisa Choe, Buckeye 
Valley High Schoo; and 
Brynn McGrail, Delaware 
Hayes High School.

“All of the applicants 
were extraordinarily 

gifted. Although the 
competition this year 
was extremely stiff, all 
four recipients’ total 
scores clearly set them 
apart,” said David Sim-
mons, committee chair. 
“Congratulations to 
these highly deserving 
seniors!”

The Parker Scholarship 
is named after the late 
Robert B. Parker, a Dela-
ware businessman and 
longtime member of the 

Delaware County Demo-
cratic Party. He served as 
treasurer for the party for 
a number of years.

After Parker passed 
away in 1985, the party 
created the scholar-
ship named in Parker’s 
honor to be available to 
students at public high 
schools in the county. To 
be eligible, applicants 
must have at least one 
parent who is a regis-
tered Democrat. The 
selection committee uses 
an evaluation system 
based on academics, 
extra-curricular activities, 
community activities, 
political activity, and an 
essay on long-term goals 
and career objectives.

Submitted by the Delaware County 
Democratic Party.

First Commonwealth 
Bank awards scholarships
Submitted story

INDIANA, Pa. — First 
Commonwealth Bank 
is pleased to announce 
that the following local 
high school seniors were 
selected to receive the 
$1,000 First Common-
wealth Bank Scholarship:

• Emma Neff-Friel - 
Olentangy Orange High 
School

• Caroline Hise - Olen-
tangy High School

• Bridgette Robek - 
Olentangy Liberty High 
School

• Sydney Zuelzke - 
Westerville Central High 
School

First Commonwealth’s 
mission is to improve the 
financial lives of its neigh-
bors and their businesses. 
To align with the bank’s 
mission, candidates were 
asked to share an essay 
that illustrated their com-
mitment to academics 
while improving and ser-
vicing their community. 
In lieu of in-person recog-
nitions, First Common-
wealth Bank is working 
with participating school 

districts in virtual presen-
tations of the awards to 
the recipients whenever 
possible.

In 2021, a total of 40 
awards were presented to 
students in Pennsylvania 
and Ohio communities 
that First Commonwealth 
serves. Since 2009, First 
Commonwealth has 
donated $320,000 via 
scholarships to the edu-
cation of youth in their 
area.

Submitted by First Commonwealth 
Bank.



Thursday, May 20, 2021     11The Delaware Gazette GRADUATION 2021
O

H
-7

02
35

76
2

Class of 2021

Local students awarded OFBF scholarships
Submitted story

COLUMBUS, Ohio – The Ohio Farm 
Bureau Foundation recently awarded 
nearly $50,000 in scholarships to stu-
dents across the state. The foundation 
annually recognizes Ohio students 
for their academic effort, community 
engagement and career interests that 
link agriculture to community service, 
education or scientific research.

Delaware County students were 
awarded the following scholarships:

Jack Fisher Scholarship 
Caleb Durheim, of Sunbury, was one 

of several students to receive this schol-
arship, which is named after John C. 
“Jack” Fisher, who served as Ohio Farm 
Bureau’s executive vice president for 20 
years. His vision for this scholarship is 

Collett awarded scholarship from 
Ohio’s Electric Cooperatives
Submitted story

COLUMBUS, Ohio – Mackenzie 
Collett, of Delaware, was awarded 
a first place, $3,800 scholarship in 
Ohio’s Electric Cooperatives’ Children 
of Members Scholarship competition, 
held April 13.

Collett, the daughter of Ken and 
Debbie Collett, was sponsored by 
Consolidated Cooperative, Inc. She is 

a senior at Rutherford B. Hayes High 
School.

Twenty-four students represent-
ing 24 electric cooperatives in Ohio 
competed for $41,800 in scholarship 
awards.

The state’s electric cooperatives, all 
Touchstone Energy® Cooperatives, 
serve more than 380,000 homes and 
businesses in 77 of Ohio’s 88 counties.

Submitted by Ohio’s Electric Cooperatives

Courtesy photo | Delaware City Schools
During their last day of school at Hayes High School, seniors took part in the annual senior walk, 
which was held outside this year on May 13. The senior class was led around the exterior of the 
school by the marching band and Principal Ric Stranges, who is pictured walking with seniors 
around the track at Cornell Stadium. Parents and underclassmen gathered in the stadium to cheer 
on the senior class.

Hayes holds senior walk

to enable people to acquire the neces-
sary tools for a more fulfilling life.

Cindy Hollingshead Scholarship 
Caleb Durheim, of Sunbury, was one 

of three students awarded this schol-
arship, which honors Cynthia Anne 
(Cindy) Hollingshead for her 39 years 
of service as Ohio Farm Bureau’s execu-
tive secretary, as well as a lifetime of 
volunteer commitment to local govern-
ment and community service activities. 
Financial assistance goes to students 
who are pursuing careers focused on 
agriculture, community service and 
association leadership.

Darwin Bryan Scholarship 
Sarah Lehner, of Delaware, was one of 

six students to receive this scholarship, 
which was established in 1985 in honor 
of Darwin R. Bryan whose enthusiastic 
leadership during his 37 years of ser-
vice to Ohio Farm Bureau has been an 
inspiration to rural youth throughout 
Ohio. The fund assists students who 

have been active in Farm Bureau’s youth 
program and/or whose parents are Farm 
Bureau members.

Ohio Farm Bureau Foundation Scholar 
Award 

Caleb Durheim, of Sunbury, was one 
of eight to receive this award, which 
recognizes students for academic effort, 
community service and career interests 
that use agriculture to enhance the 
partnership between producers and con-
sumers in rural, suburban and/or urban 
settings.

The Ohio Farm Bureau Foundation, a 
501(c) (3) charitable, nonprofit organi-
zation, understands the need to inspire 
innovation and cultivate investment in 
Ohio’s farm and food community. Learn 
more by visiting ofbf.org/foundation.

Submitted by the Ohio Farm Bureau.

How to celebrate grads despite unique circumstances
The end of a school 

year has traditionally 
been a time of celebration. 
Students may celebrate 
because summer vacation 
has arrived, and families 
typically gather to cel-
ebrate students who have 
earned their diplomas and 
degrees. But just as it’s 
compromised many other 
traditional celebrations, 
the COVID-19 pandemic is 
changing how families can 
safely celebrate graduation.

Thanks to the tireless 
efforts of medical research-
ers, a handful of COVID-19 
vaccinations have been 
developed and approved 
since the end of 2020. As 
more and more people 
become vaccinated, the 
world is gradually emerg-
ing from the pandemic. 
However, members of the 
class of 2021 will likely 
have to celebrate in unique 
circumstances. Such cel-
ebrations may not be tra-
ditional, but they can still 
be fun. Families may even 
enjoy finding new and 
unique ways to celebrate 
graduation this spring.
• Create a school-themed 

“movie” where grads are 
the stars. Students’ aca-
demic careers are filled 
with milestones, and the 
emergency of various 
technologies over the 
past two decades has 
made it easier than ever 

for families to document 
those milestones. Par-
ents can pore through 
the many photos and 
videos they’ve created 
through the years and 
create a “This Is Your 
Life” video montage 
documenting all the 
special school-related 
moments students have 
had on their way to 
earning their diplomas 
and degrees. Parents 
can share the video with 
relatives if they still can’t 
gather en masse come 
graduation season.

• Plan a special dinner. 
Graduation dinners are 
one tradition that need 
not fall by the wayside, 
even if meals might not 
resemble traditional 
meals. Families com-
fortable dining out can 
book a reservation at the 
grad’s favorite restau-
rant, while those who 
prefer to avoid dining 
out can order takeout 
from that establishment. 
But families also can 
gather and prepare a 
special meal together. 
Even if dining at home, 
everyone can get 
dressed up and go the 
extra mile by creating 
a restaurant-like atmo-
sphere at home. Fête 
the guest of honor with 
a toast before the meal, 
and reserve a special 

surprise for the gradu-
ate that’s only revealed 
during the meal. For 
example, parents can 
uncork a special bottle of 
wine to commemorate 
college grads who can 
legally drink. Parents 
of newly minted high 
school graduates can 
present a special video 
with well wishes from all 
the relatives who would 
normally attend the din-
ner but cannot due to 
the pandemic.

• Organize a ceremony 
at home. A lighthearted 
graduation ceremony in 
the living room or the 
backyard can ensure 
graduates don’t miss out 
on their chance to stride 
across the stage and 
receive their diploma. 
Invite a favorite teacher 
over to give out the 
diploma or present it 
yourself while doing 
your best school princi-
pal/president imperson-
ation. This can be a fun 
way to add some levity 
to celebrations and will 
be a fun memory for 
grads to look back on in 
the years to come.
Graduation celebrations 

will be different in 2021, 
but families can still make 
the most of their chances 
to honor grads in these 
unique circumstances.
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