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By Dillon Davis
cdavis@aimmediamidwest.com

As calendars turn to September, the local com-
munity should be gearing up for another fair 
season at the Delaware County Fairgrounds. That 
won’t be the case, however, as the 2020 Delaware 
County Fair will be only a shell of its normal mag-
nificence thanks to significant restrictions caused 
by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Although the fair will still begin on its regularly 
scheduled date of Sept. 19, few people will have 
access to the fairgrounds throughout the dura-
tion of the fair. In July, Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine 
issued a statewide mandate stating that all fairs 
after July 31 would be limited to junior fairs only. 
All livestock competitions, 4-H competitions, and 
FFA events will still be permitted, albeit with few 
spectators.

Junior fair participants and their immediate 
families will receive wristbands prior to the start 
of the fair. Only those with wristbands will be 

permitted onto the fairgrounds. All attendees will 
be asked to perform a daily symptom assessment, 
including taking temperatures.

Due to the restrictions on attendance, the live-
stock auctions will be entirely on a virtual plat-
form, and there will be no actual sales as part of 
the auction. The “add-on-only” system is a dona-
tion system that means that while the exhibitors 
will still go home with some money, no sales will 
take place on the fairgrounds. Exhibitors are free 
to negotiate sales with buyers off the grounds, 
however.

As part of the mandate, DeWine said harness 
racing will also be permitted to be held, preserving 
the 75th running of the Little Brown Jug. How-
ever, no spectators will be permitted at the track, 
making for a bittersweet milestone for Delaware’s 
beloved race.
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Toned-down fair set to kick off

See FAIR | 8
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Courtesy infographic
The Delaware General Health District will place the following signs up at the Delaware County Fair.

By Gary Budzak
gbudzak@aimmediamidwest.com

For those lucky enough to score a 
wristband for the 2020 Delaware County 
Fair, which will feature only the junior 
fair and the running of the Little Brown 
Jug with no spectators, precautions have 
been put in place to make sure those in 
attendance remain safe during the ongo-
ing COVID-19 pandemic. 

The Delaware General Health District 
has issued some guidelines for specta-
tors, and the Delaware County Agricul-
tural Society has implemented its own 
safety measures. These are in accordance 
with Responsible RestartOhio require-
ments for County and Independent Fairs. 
As of Sept. 4, the DGHD said Delaware 
County was at a Level Orange.

“The Health District and the Delaware 
County Fair were working together for 
some time prior to Gov. DeWine’s July 
30 announcement limiting county fairs 
to just junior fair activities,” said DGHD 
Spokeswoman Traci Whittaker, in an 
email. “As a result, the state issued man-
dated guidelines for junior fair animal 
competitions and exhibitions.”

Entertainment and motorsports won’t 
be happening, nor will the midway and 
carnival games, and the harness racing 
will be closed to fans. However, some 
buildings and food vendors will be open 
at limited times.

If you are attending a junior fair 
arena show, maintain a six-foot distance 
between parties. Bleachers will be used 
with every other row blocked off as part 
of the 50% permitted occupancy. There 
may be one way in or out of buildings. 
Barns and buildings will be opened up as 
much as possible for air flow. Fans may 
be used for animals in barns depending 
on the heat. Fairgoers must not touch or 
pet the animals. 

There will be six food vendors in the 
junior fair area, including the Buckeye 
Valley Food Stand.

“The general public will be allowed to 

How it will be different this year

come through the Penn West gate only 
on Fri., Sept. 25, and Sat., Sept. 26, to 
purchase food from the food vendors,” 
states the protocol. When standing in 
line, be a minimum of six feet apart 
(there will be markings on the ground) 
with no more than 10 people in line, 
which is the current state guideline. Din-

ing or seating areas will be at least six 
feet between parties.

All restrooms and portable toilets 
will be open, except for 10-15 minute 
intermittent cleanings. In addition, all 
restrooms and portable toilets will be 
cleaned and sanitized hourly, and sup-
plies will be restocked. Other high-con-

tact surfaces throughout the fairgrounds 
will be cleaned and sanitized, and exhibit 
areas will be thoroughly cleaned between 
shows.

There will be at least 20 hand sanitiz-
ing stations near the barns and show 
arenas.

“The health district has been working 
with the fair on signage that will appear 
on the hand sanitizing stations that reit-
erates the importance of hand washing, 
face coverings and social distancing,” 
Whittaker said.

Volunteers will be educated on social 
distancing guidelines, hand washing, and 
other safety measures.

Face coverings must be worn inside 
buildings and outdoors when they are 
unable to maintain the six-foot between 
others who are not members of their 
household. The exceptions are if a per-
son is younger than 10, or they have 
a medical condition that doesn’t allow 
them to wear a facial covering, when 
speaking to someone who is hearing-
impaired or disabled in a way that 
requires seeing the mouth for commu-
nication, or a person who is seated and 
actively eating and drinking.

In the event that an individual were to 
develop symptoms of COVID-19 while 
on the grounds, that person would be iso-
lated and medical care sought. Also, the 
DGHD would be contacted.

“We know these kids have put in a 
lot of hard work preparing their animal 
project for the fair,” said Health Commis-
sioner Shelia Hiddleson. “We want to see 
their hard work pay off by asking every-
one to follow the important public health 
safety instructions put in place to protect 
the participants and other attendees.”

Gary Budzak may be reached at 740-413-0906 or on 
Twitter @GaryBudzak.
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Photos courtesy of Joshua Keeran | The Gazette
The Sheep & Swine Barn at the Delaware County Fairgrounds will be the site of the Market Hog Show 
on Sept. 19 and the Dairy, Pygmy & Pack Goat Show on Sept. 21.

Pictured are the stands inside the Sheep & Swine Barn. Delaware County Junior Fair spectators and 
participants are being asked to follow social distancing guidelines throughout the fairgrounds.

Delaware County Junior Fair given go-ahead
By Gary Budzak
gbudzak@aimmediamidwest.com

The Delaware County Junior Fair is 
going to look much different this year 
for its participants due to the novel 
coronavirus.

“The Delaware County Fair will con-
duct only a junior fair this year,” fair 
officials announced on the Delaware 
County Fair Facebook page on July 28.

“We are grateful the Delaware Coun-
ty Agricultural Society Board made 
the decision to move forward with the 
2020 Junior Fair,” said the Junior Fair 
Sale Committee on Facebook. “This 
decision was not taken lightly, but we 
have a duty to be responsible and fol-
low the guidelines set by state and local 
officials in regard to the COVID-19 
pandemic.”

The biggest change for this year’s 

junior fair is there will be a virtual 
online sale “out of concern for the 
safety and well-being of the youth, their 
families, volunteers and buyers.” The 
details of this sale are described else-
where in this special section. “Moving 
forward with a virtual sale allows us to 
conduct a sale for the youth exhibitors 
regardless of the guidelines in place in 
September,” the sale committee said.

Otherwise, youth exhibitors will have 
to follow special guidelines as a result 
of COVID-19.

The Delaware County Ohio State 
University Extension Office said in a 
newsletter issued to participants, “We 
ask that you come to the Delaware 
County Junior Fair prepared to follow 
the protocol that has been established 
by the Ag Society Board in cooperation 
with the Delaware General Health Dis-
trict. The protocol follows the gover-
nor’s orders, which were made effective 

July 30, 2020.”
“We are excited to be able to have a 

junior fair, even though it will look dif-
ferent and so will we, with our masks 
on,” the newsletter continued. “Please 
remember to follow the protocol and be 
kind and considerate when volunteers 
and fair staff remind you of the guide-
lines that need to be followed.”

In addition to wearing masks, the 
protocol to be followed includes:

• A 10 p.m. curfew, or participants 
must leave the fairgrounds within 30 
minutes if judging or an auction goes 
past 10 p.m. Campers must be in their 
trailers during curfew.

• Participants and their immediate 
family will be given wristbands that 
will grant them entrance. They will 
enter and exit the gate between Euclid 
Avenue and the armory.

• Participants and attendees must 
take their temperature with a thermom-

eter daily. Anyone experiencing fever, 
coughing, or trouble breathing should 
stay home.

• There is a limit of 10 exhibitors 
at a time in a show arena. The only 
exception is the outdoor horse show 
arena, which will allow 20 exhibitors 
at a time. Exhibitors will be spaced out 
within the judging area. Tables and 
microphones will be cleaned between 
participants and speakers.

• Anyone watching must maintain 
social distancing guidelines of 6 feet 
between parties.

• Physical contact is not permitted 
between judges, exhibitors, partici-
pants, buyers and sellers. That includes 
high-fives, hugs and handshakes. Thank 
you notes or gifts can be sent and not 
given in person.

Gary Budzak may be reached at 740-413-0906 or on 
Twitter @GaryBudzak.
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Joshua Keeran | The Gazette
Pictured is the Delaware County Junior Fair Show Arena. During previous fairs, the building has hosted the livestock sale. This year, however, the sale will 
be virtual only due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

By Dillon Davis
cdavis@aimmediamidwest.com

Like the 2020 Delaware County Fair 
itself, the auctioning of livestock at the 
junior fair will have a vastly different 
look and feel to it as well.

Due to the restrictions resulting from 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the 2020 
Delaware County Junior Fair Sale has 
been moved entirely to a virtual plat-
form. In addition to the virtual setting, 
the sale will strictly be a donation-only 
system benefiting the youth showing 
the animals.

“It’s going to be ‘premium only,’” 
Angie Dusthimer, chairwoman of the 
Delaware County Junior Fair Sale Com-
mittee, told The Gazette. “In most 
years, what our sale is is that it’s a ‘pre-
mium,’ but the buyer has that opportu-
nity to purchase the animal and have 
the meat processed at market price. 
We collect bids from a processor for 
that market price per pound. So, if you 
wanted to have that animal processed, 
you’d pay the premium and the market 
price.”

Dusthimer said the “add-on” aspect 
has always been a part of the sales, but 
for this year, it will be the only option 
for buyers.

“A lot of times, you’ll hear somebody 
say they’re going to raise the floor on 
all of the goats, for example, up to a 
certain dollar amount so that every 
kid goes home with at least a certain 
dollar,” she explained of the add-on sys-
tem. “So, that add-on feature is the only 
thing we’re going to be doing this year.”

Dusthimer said the add-on-only sys-
tem makes it easier for the buyers, who 
won’t have to “log in every day and 
babysit the different animals they’re 
supporting.” She added that buyers who 
have previous relationships with a par-
ticular seller can go directly to their ani-
mal in the virtual auction and allocate 
a dollar amount to them. Others in the 
auction can also see how much money 
has already been allocated to the seller.

Donations sought for virtual junior fair sale

“It’s definitely a different format,” 
Dusthimer said of the add-on-only 
system. “We had the option of doing 
bids online, but on our committee, we 
have representation from some of our 
supporters and buyers. They were con-
cerned about how they would budget 
for the sales, how they would monitor 
multiple lot numbers at the same time. 
If they got into a bidding war, and they 
had to go back and forth, how do they 
keep track of it all? So, we decided not 
to allow bids and instead go to ‘add-
ons.’”

The virtual sale will include all the 
typical categories, such as market beef, 
lambs, hogs, poultry, rabbits, goats, 
baked goods, and dairy baskets.

Dusthimer said the restrictions 
placed on fairs, which resulted in an 
amended fair schedule, didn’t allow 
an opportunity for buyers to be able 

to actually buy an animal this year. 
However, those showing an animal who 
wish to arrange a sale privately are still 
free to do so. In fact, Dusthimer said 
she believes some of the youth have 
already been preparing to do just that.

“It is my understanding that there 
have been several who have already 
made arrangements with (a buyer),” 
Dusthimer said. “So, once the fair is 
over, they can take that animal home 
and sell it at whatever price they nego-
tiated with the buyer.”

All in all, Dusthimer said she feels 
the committee has put forth the best 
format given the unfortunate circum-
stances.

“We certainly hope so,” Dusthimer 
said when asked if she felt the system 
was the best available option. “When 
we started meeting back in May and 
June, we were looking at the different 

restrictions coming out of Restart Ohio, 
and we were like, ‘Well, do we come up 
with a contingency plan? How do we 
plan for all of this? Is this virus going 
to go away, or is it going to get worse?’ 
Finally, we decided that our barns are 
small, we have a lot of people who like 
to come and support us. Can we really 
handle turning people away because the 
barns are full?”

The sale will be hosted by Breeders’ 
World and can be accessed by going 
to www.bwfinaldrive.com/auctions. 
The auction will open at 12 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Sept. 23, and will remain 
open until 8 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 26. 
Dusthimer said anyone is free to reg-
ister for the auction through Breeders’ 
World.

Reach Dillon Davis at 740-413-0904. Follow him on 
Twitter @DillonDavis56.
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Gazette file photo
Southwind Ozzi, driven by Brian Sears, cruises to the finish line en route to winning the final heat of the 2019 Little Brown Jug last fall at the Delaware 
County Fairgrounds.

By Ben Stroup
bstroup@aimmediamidwest.com

The Little Brown Jug has offered a lit-
tle bit of everything — wire-to-wire wins, 
photo finishes, heartbreak, hysteria and 
everything in between — over the course 
of the 74-plus years it’s been in business.

The event typically draws upward of 
40,000 spectators from across North 
America. In previous years, those fans 
packed the grandstands and always, 
always left with a story to tell.

This year’s 75th edition of the Jug will 
most certainly be a memorable one as 
well, but perhaps not for the same rea-
sons. The 2020 race, for the first time in 
history, will be contested during a global 
pandemic. It’s certainly a first … even for 
a race that’s seen it all.

The Jug, at least conceptually, got its 
start in 1937 when the Delaware County 
Agricultural Society’s members voted 
to move the Delaware County Fair from 
Powell to a tract of land on the northern 
edge of Delaware.

Two years later a half-mile track, 
designed and built by local contractor 
R.K. McNamara, was ready for action.

That’s when attorney Joe Neville and 
Henry C. “Hank” Thomson enter the pic-
ture. Neville, whose family had been tied 
to the standardbred sport for many years, 
successfully obtained Grand Circuit dates 
for the new Delaware track. What made 
Neville’s vision interesting, though, was 
it involved pacers … not the trotters that 
garnered much of the attention during 
that time.

With the lightning-fast track in place, 
and a clear vision to go with it, the Little 
Brown Jug Society was formed to stage 
the Grand Circuit meeting. Neville head-
ed up the organization and named Thom-
son, the sports editor of The Delaware 
Gazette, the secretary-treasurer.

With that, the Little Brown Jug — 
which got its name from a newspaper 
contest — was born. It had a couple pre-
views in 1944 and 1945 before the real 
deal burst onto the scene in 1946.

Little Brown Jug steeped in history

Parking areas were packed by mid-
morning for that first race, which saw 
Ensign Hanover (driven by local legend 
Wayne “Curly” Smart) take the $35,358 
purse. Smart, a successful trainer-driver 
on the Grand Circuit, later became an 
integral part of the Jug as the track’s 
superintendent.

The Jug did nothing but grow over the 
years, eventually becoming the final jewel 
of the Grand Circuit’s Triple Crown of 
Pacing to go along with The Cane Pace 
at Yonkers (N.Y.) Raceway and the Mes-
senger Stake then at Roosevelt Raceway 
in Westbury, N.Y.

Tar Heel, driven by Del Cameron, 
authored the first two-minute mile at the 
Jug in 1951. Adios Butler later broke the 

two-minute threshold with an effort of 
1:59.2 in 1959 and went on to become 
the first triple crown winner.

Bret Hanover, with Frank Ervin in the 
sulky, added to Jug lore in 1965. After 
Smart-directed track maintenance crews 

scraped the racing surface following 
24-hour rains, Bret Hanover won in the 
sensational time of 1:57.

Bret’s time remained the fastest until 
1977 when Governor Skipper, driven by 
John Chapman, won in 1:56.1. Hot Hitter 
was the 1979 victor in 1:55.3, Niatross 
in 1980 in 1:54.4, and Lonestar Legend 
became the first 1:50 performer in 2008 
with his 1:49.3 mile.

The Jug has maintained its impeccable 
reputation through the efforts of the 
Little Brown Jug Society with the coop-
eration of its host, the Delaware County 
Agricultural Society.

Jay Wolf, Little Brown Jug Publicity Director, 
contributed to this report.
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We have designer tuxedos and 
suits for affordable prices!

CaLL us Today!
740-362-7475

Marti MuLLen

Whatt hetux0h@gmail.com
1 N. Sandusky St. Suite B

Delaware, Ohio 43015www.dwcrr.com
740-595-3509

Good Luck to all the 
Fair Participants
and 4H Members
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• Kitchens
• Bathrooms
• Basements
• Additions
• Garages
• Decks and Patios
• Doors and Windows
• Roofs and Siding
• New Builds
• DIY
• Repairs and  
  Maintenance
• Light Commercial

AUTO LOANS  ♦  MORTGAGE LOANS ♦ HOME EQUITY LINE OF CREDIT  
CHECKING ACCOUNTS  ♦ ONLINE BANKING ♦ BILL PAY ♦ MOBILE BANKING ♦ Zelle®  

SAVINGS PROGRAMS  
Serving Central Ohio since 1887 

60 N. Sandusky Street · 740-363-1284 · 1940 St. Rt. 37 W · 740-363-1233   Delaware, OH 43015     
                                                           www.fidfedsl.com     

OH-70203776

  AUTO LOANS  MORTGAGE LOANS  

 HOME EQUITY LINE OF CREDIT 

 CHECKING ACCOUNTS  ONLINE BANKING  

 BILL PAY  MOBILE BANKING 

 Zelle® SAVINGS PROGRAMS 
Serving Central Ohio since 1887

60 N. Sandusky Street • 740-363-1284 • 1940 St. Rt. 37 W • 740-363-1233 Delaware, OH 43015 

www.fidfedsl.com

2020 Delaware County Fair Junior Fair Schedule
FAIR ACTIVITIES
TIME, ACTIVITY, LOCATION
Friday, Sept. 18

3-8 p.m. Goat Check-in, Goat Barn
3-9 p.m. Alpaca Check-in,  
Alpaca Barn
5-7 p.m. Poultry Check in, Poultry 
Barn
5-10 p.m. Hog Check-in, Pig and 
Lamb Barn

Saturday, Sept. 19
6-8 a.m. Goat Check-in, Goat Barn
6:30-8 a.m. Poultry Check-in,  
Poultry Barn
6:30-8 a.m. Hog Check-in, Pig and 
Lamb Barn
6:30-8 a.m. Alpaca Check-in,  
Alpaca Barn
8:30 a.m. Poultry Show, Poultry  

Barn (tent)
9 a.m. Market Hog Exhibitor 
meeting and weigh-in, Pig and  
Lamb Barn
9 a.m. Alpaca Exhibitor Meeting, 
Show Arena
9:30 a.m. Alpaca Show, Show Arena
9-10 a.m. Baked Goods Dropped Off, 
Arts & Crafts Building
11:30 a.m. Baked Goods Finalists 
Announced & Interviews, Arts & 
Crafts Building
12:00 p.m. Hog Showmanship, Pig 
and Lamb Barn
3-5 p.m. Vegetable, Flower, Crop 
Judging; Arts & Crafts Building
5:30 p.m. Market Hog Show, Pig and 
Lamb Barn
6 p.m. Poultry Release Time,  
Poultry Barn
6 p.m. Alpaca Release Time,  
Alpaca Barn

6-9 p.m. Beef Check-in and weigh-in, 
Show Arena

Sunday, Sept. 20
10 a.m. 4-H & FFA Horse and Pony 
Show (English), Outside Arena
10 a.m. Goat Weigh-in Pig, and  
Lamb Barn
12 p.m. Beef Exhibitors Meeting, 
Show Arena
1 p.m. Beef Showmanship,  
Show Arena
3 p.m. Beef Show, Show Arena
6 p.m. Beef Release Time, Beef Barn
6-9 p.m. Hog Pens must be cleaned 
out by exhibitor, Pig and Lamb Barn
6-10 p.m. Dairy Cattle Check-in, 
Dairy Barn

Monday, Sept. 21
8 a.m. Rabbit Check-in, Rabbit Barn
8:30 a.m. Dairy, Pygmy & Pack Goat 

Show, Pig and Lamb Barn
8:30 a.m. 4-H & FFA Horse & Pony 
Show (Western), Outside Arena
9 a.m. Rabbit Show, Rabbit  
Barn (tent)
9:30 a.m. Junior Fair Dairy Show, 
Dairy Barn
2 p.m. Meat Breeding and Market 
Goat Show, Pig and Lamb Barn
6 p.m. Rabbit Release Time,  
Rabbit Barn
6 p.m. Non-Market Goat Release 
Time, Goat Barn
6 p.m. Dairy Cattle Release Time, 
Dairy Barn
6-9 p.m. Sheep Check-in, Pig and 
Lamb Barn
6 p.m. Table Setting Contest, Arts & 
Crafts Building

See SCHEDULE | 13
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From page 2

Fair

“It is a disappointing day for us,” 
said Tom Wright, director of racing 
and president of the Delaware County 
Agricultural Society, following DeW-
ine’s mandate. “We have been working 
diligently with the Delaware County 
Health Department, and we felt we 
could put on a safe event on a smaller 
scale. We respect the directive and 
will do our part to make sure we have 
a safe event for all.”

Fans will still be able to watch and 
wager on the race, which will run on 
Sept. 24, as it will be shown through 
its simulcast network, which includes 
Scioto Downs. Wagers on the race can 
be placed at websites such as Twin-
spires, OffTrackBetting, and more.

Even though wagers can still be 
placed, Wright told The Gazette in 

July that the lack of on-track betting 
will be a staggering blow to the race’s 
financial situation moving forward.

“My take is five times better when 
it’s on-track than it is off-track,” 
Wright said. “It’s sad. The handle 
is one thing. Then there are gate 
receipts, ticket sales, and box seat 
sales. Campers are a huge part of us 
and that’s probably no more. This 
wipes out almost every source of rev-
enue we have.”

The general public will be allowed 
into the fairgrounds on Friday, Sept. 
25, and Saturday, Sept. 26, to pur-
chase food from food vendors. All who 
wish to purchase food on those days 
must enter through the gate located 
between Euclid Avenue and the U.S. 
Army Reserve Center on Pennsylvania 
Avenue.

Reach Dillon Davis at 740-413-0904. Follow him on 
Twitter @DillonDavis56.



Wednesday, September 16, 2020     9Delaware Gazette FAIR PREVIEW 2020
O

H
-7

02
03

83
5

Little Brown Jug 2015, 2016 champions

Photos courtesy of Ben Stroup | The Gazette
Wiggle It Jiggleit, driven by Montrell Teague on the outside, edged Lost For Words (2) to win what 
was one of the most epic battles in the 70-year history of the Little Brown Jug at the 2015 Delaware 
County Fair.

Betting Line and driver David Miller coast to the finish line to win the 71st Little Brown Jug at the 
2016 Delaware County Fair.
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BEST WISHES TO ALL FAIR 
PARTICIPANTS

FROM

Little Brown Jug 2017, 2018 champions

Photos courtesy of Ben Stroup | The Gazette
Yannick Gingras drives Filibuster Hanover (2) to a win in the 72nd Little Brown Jug at the 2017 
Delaware County Fair.

Courtly Choice (4) and David Miller get up in the final strides to defeat Dorsoduro Hanover (1) in 1:49 
4/5 to win the 73rd Little Brown Jug at the 2018 Delaware County Fair.
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Little Brown Jug winners
Year / Horse / Driver / Trainer / 

Owner(s) / Time
2019 / Southwind Ozzi / Brian Sears / 

Bill MacKenzie / Vincent A. Ali, Jr. 
& Alma Iafelice / 1:50 1/4

2018 / Courtly Choice / David Miller 
/ Blake MacIntosh / Hutt Rcg, Mac 
& Heim, Plouffe & Touch Stone / 
1:49 4/5

2017 / Filibuster Hanover / Yannick 
Gingras / Ron Burke / Burke Stb, 
Weaver Brus, DiScala & J&T Silva 
/ 1:50

2016 / Betting Line / David Miller / 
Casie Coleman / West Wins Stb, 
Calhoun & Nichol / 1:49

2015 / Wiggle It Jiggleit / Montrell 
Teague / Clyde Francis / George 
Teague, Jr. / 1:49 3/5

2014 / Limelight Beach / Yannick 
Gingras / Ron Burke / Burke Stb, 
Weaver Brus, M1 Stb & Wingfields 
/ 1:50 4/5

2013 / Vegas Vacation / Brian Sears / 
Casie Coleman / West Wins Stable, 
Sorella, Beaton & Saunders / 1:50

2012 / Michael’s Power / Scott Zeron 
/ Casie Coleman / Jeffrey S. Snyder 
/ 1:50

2011 / Big Bad John / David Miller / 
Ron Potter / Winchester Baye Acres 
/ 1:50

2010 / Rock N Roll Heaven / Daniel 
Dube / Bruce Saunders / Frank Bel-
lino / 1:49 2/5

2009 / Well Said / Ron Pierce / Steve 
Elliott / Jeffrey S. Snyder & Lothlo-
rien / 1:51 4/5

2008 / Shadow Play / David Miller 
/ Dr. Ian Moore / Ian Moore, R G 
McGroup & Serge Savard / 1:50 1/5

2007 / Tell All / Jody Jamieson / Blair 
Burgess / My Desire Stable / 1:52

2006 / Mr Feelgood / Mark MacDon-
ald / Jimmy Takter / Canamerica 
Cptl, Diversity Stb & Lindy Farm / 
1:50 3/5

2005 / P Forty Seven / Dave Palone / 

Kelly O’Donnell / M. Maynard, K. 
O’Donnell & C. E. Mullinax / 1:52 
1/5

2004 / Timesareachanging / Ron 
Pierce / Brett Pelling / Perfect World 
Enterprises / 1:51 3/5

2003 / No Pan Intended / David Miller 
/ Ivan Sugg / Peter Pan Stables / 
1:53

2002 / Million Dollar Cam / Luc Ouel-
lette / Bill Robinson / Jeffrey S. Sny-
der / 1:50 2/5

2001 / Bettor’s Delight / Michel 
Lachance / Scott McEneny / John B. 
Grant / 1:51 4/5

2000 / Astreos / Chris Christoforou / 
Brett Pelling / Chrysomilas, Christo-
forou & Banjo Farms / 1:55 3/5

1999 / Blissfull Hall / Ron Pierce / 
Benjamin Wallace / Daniel Plouffe / 
1:55 3/5

1998 / Shady Character / Ron Pierce 
/ Brett Pelling / Sanford & Corinne 
Goldfarb / 1:52 3/5

1997 / Western Dreamer / Michel 
Lachance / Bill Robinson / Matthew, 
Patrick & Daniel Daly / 1:51 1/5

1996 / Armbro Operative / Jack Moi-
seyev / Brendan Johnson / Thomas 
Walsh, Jr. & David McDuffee / 1:52 
3/5

1995 / Nick’s Fantasy / John Campbell 
/ Caroline Lyon / Markenjay Stud & 
Perfect World Enterprises / 1:51 2/5

1994 / Magical Mike / Michel 
Lachance / Tom Haughton / Shadow 
Lane Farm & David McDuffee / 1:52 
3/5

1993 / Life Sign / John Campbell / 
Gene Riegle / Brittany Farms / 1:52

1992 / Fake Left / Ron Waples / 
George Sholty / Status Stables / 
1:54 4/5

1991 / Precious Bunny / Jack Moi-
seyev / Bill Robinson / R. Peter Hef-
fering / 1:55

1990 / Beach Towel / Ray Remman 
/ Ray Remman / Uptown Stables / 

1:52 3/5
1989 / Goalie Jeff / Michel Lachance / 

Tom Artandi / Centre Ice Stables / 
1:54 1/5

1988 / B J Scoot / Michel Lachance 
/ Tom Artandi / Sybarite Stables / 
1:52 3/5

1987 / Jaguar Spur / Richard Stillings 
/ Richard Stillings / Roy Davis & 
Barberry Farms / 1:55 3/5

1986 / Barberry Spur / William 
O’Donnell / Richard Stillings / Roy 
Davis & Barberry Farms / 1:52 4/5

1985 / Nihilator / William O’Donnell 
/ William Haughton / Wall Street 
Stable & Nihilator Syndicate / 1:52 
1/5

1984 / Colt Fortysix / Chris Boring / 
Chris Boring / Proudfoot Farms / 
1:55

1983 / Ralph Hanover / Ron Waples / 
Stew Firlotte / Waples, Pointessa & 
Grant Stables & Baugh / 1:55 3/5

1982 / Merger / John Campbell / John 
Campbell / Morrissey, Ord, Mulder-
ing & Campbell / 1:56 3/5

1981 / Fan Hanover / Glen Garnsey / 
Glen Garnsey / J. Glen Brown / 1:58 
4/5

1980 / Niatross / Clint Galbraith / 
Clint Galbraith / Galbraith, Niagara 
Acres & Niatross Stable / 1:54 4/5

1979 / Hot Hitter / Herve Filion / Lou 
Meittinis / Alterman, SAJ Ranch & 
Soloman Katz Stbl / 1:55 3/5

1978 / Happy Escort / William Popfin-
ger / William Popfinger / Keystone 
Arbor Stable / 2:00 4/5

1977 / Governor Skipper / John Chap-
man / Buck Norris / Ivanhoe Stables 
/ 1:56 2/5

1976 / Keystone Ore / Stanley Dancer 
/ Stanley Dancer / Perry, Jones, 
Dancer, Dancer & Hild / 1:57 2/5

1975 / Seatrain / Ben Webster / Lee 
Benson / Lee Benson / 1:59 4/5

1974 / Armbro Omaha / William 
Haughton / William Haughton / J. 

Elgin Armstrong / 1:58 4/5
1973 / Melvin’s Woe / Joe O’Brien / 

Joe O’Brien / Thurman Downing / 
1:59 2/5

1972 / Strike Out / Keith Waples / 
John Hayes, Sr. / Bee Jay Stables / 
1:56 3/5

1971 / Nansemond / Herve Filion / 
Charles Mumford / Perry, Camp & 
Capitol Hill Farm / 2:04 2/5

1970 / Most Happy Fella / Stanley 
Dancer / Stanley Dancer / Egyptian 
Acres Stable / 1:57 3/5

1969 / Laverne Hanover / William 
Haughton / William Haughton / 
Thomas W. Murphy, Jr. / 2:00 2/5

1968 / Rum Customer / William 
Haughton / William Haughton / 
Kennilworth Farms & Mancusos’ / 
1:59 3/5

1967 / Best Of All / James Hackett 
/ James Hackett / Samuel Hutten-
bauer / 2:00

1966 / Romeo Hanover / George 
Sholty / Jerry Silverman / Morton 
Finder / 1:59 3/5

1965 / Bret Hanover / Frank Ervin / 
Frank Ervin / Richard Downing / 
1:57 2/5

1964 / Vicar Hanover / William 
Haughton / William Haughton / 
Donald MacFarlane / 2:01

1963 / Overtrick / John Patterson 
/ John Patterson / Mrs. Leonard 
(Helen) Buck / 1:57 3/5

1962 / Lehigh Hanover / Stanley 
Dancer / Stanley Dancer / Lehigh 
Stables / 1:59 3/5

1961 / Henry T Adios / Stanley Danc-
er / Stanley Dancer / Dr. & Mrs. 
Nicholas Derrico / 2:05

1960 / Bullet Hanover / John Simpson 
/ John Simpson / Murphy, Simpson 
& Miller / 1:59 3/5

1959 / Adios Butler / Clint Hodgins / 
Paige West / Paige West & Angello 
Pellillo / 2:00 4/5

See WINNERS | 13
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Joshua Keeran | The Gazette
Work continues at the site of the new Agricultural Center at the Delaware County Fairgrounds.

Courtesy image | City of Delaware
Pictured is a rendering of the new Agricultural Center as planned back in 2019.

By Dillon Davis
cdavis@aimmediamidwest.com

Work on the Delaware County Fair-
grounds’ most significant upgrade in 
decades is still ongoing, and officials 
close to the project are hopeful it will 
be ready in time for the 2021 Delaware 
County Fair.

In December of 2018, Delaware City 
Council approved the Final Develop-
ment Plan for a first-class agricultural 
building to be constructed on the site 
of what was formerly the Junior Fair 
Building. Originally expected to be 
ready in time for this year’s planned 
Delaware County Fair, zoning issues 
have delayed the project. A ground-
breaking ceremony was held on the site 
in March 2019, but while initial site 
work has been done, little progress has 
been made in regard to the raising of 
the building itself.

Sandy Kuhn, secretary for the 
Delaware County Agricultural Society 
(DCAS) and general manager of the 
fair, said the project is now on schedule 
to be completed in time for the 2021 

Delaware County Fair, with Marker 
Construction currently on site and 
beginning the building’s construction.

“The original bid for the building 
came in quite a bit over budget, so the 
DCAS Board of Directors had to revisit 
the building plans and make some 
changes to the original plan for cost 
savings,” Kuhn said of the delay. “In 
the meantime, they went ahead and bid 
out the site work so things could start 
moving. They revised the plan and put 
it back out to bid.”

The existing structure, which 
spanned 9,600 square feet and was con-
structed in 1964, was razed as part of 
the groundbreaking ceremony to make 
way for the new building. The new 
Agricultural Center is expected to span 
approximately 24,080 square feet.

Purposes for the new building will 
include an assembly area, museum, and 
office space that would accommodate 
the fair office moving into the build-
ing. During the fair, it will house the 
still exhibits of the junior fair. Thirty 
parking spaces will also be added to the 
area as part of the construction.

During discussions as the proposal 

New building slated to open in 2021

went through the city approval process, 
Pat Paykoff, a member of the Delaware 
County Agricultural Society Board of 
Directors and part of the development 
team, said they look at the building, 
which will be able to seat over 500 peo-
ple, as an economic driver for the city. 
He said the new building will be able to 
host events that may otherwise be held 
outside of the city currently.

Kuhn said the Agricultural Center is 
the first building in the master plan to 
be constructed. Future plans at the fair-
grounds include new horse barns with 
50 stalls in each building, the construc-
tion of a roof over the Junior Fair Horse 
Arena, and possibly a full-service bar 
under the grandstands.

Reach Dillon Davis at 740-413-0904. Follow him on 
Twitter @DillonDavis56.
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1958 / Shadow Wave / Joe O’Brien / 
Joe O’Brien / Sol A. Camp Farms 
/ 2:01

1957 / Torpid / John Simpson / John 
Simpson / Sherwood Farms / 2:03 
2/5

1956 / Noble Adios /John Simpson / 
John Simpson / Paul Wixom / 2:00 
4/5

1955 / Quick Chief / William Haugh-
ton / William Haughton / Farmsted 
Acres & John Froelich / 2:00 2/5

1954 / Adios Harry / Morris Mac-
Donald / Morris MacDonald / J. 
Howard Lyons / 2:03 2/5

1953 / Keystoner / Frank Ervin / 
Frank Ervin / George H. Tipling / 

Tuesday, Sept. 22
8 a.m. Market Lamb Weigh-in, Pig 
and Lamb Barn
9 a.m. 4-H & FFA Horse & Pony 
Show (Performance & Contesting), 
Outside Arena
12 p.m. Sheep Show, Pig and  
Lamb Barn
6 p.m. Sheep Release Time, Pig and 
Lamb Barn
6-9 p.m. Sheep Pens must be cleaned 
out by exhibitor, Pig and Lamb Barn

Wednesday, Sept. 23
10 a.m. 4-H & FFA Classical 
Dressage Horse Exhibition,  
Outside Arena

From page 7

Schedule
From page 11

Winners 2:09 3/5
1952 / Meadow Rice / Wayne Smart / 

Delvin Miller / W. G. Reynolds / 2:02 
3/5

1951 / Tar Heel / Del Cameron / Del-
vin Miller / W. N. Reynolds Estate / 
2:00

1950 / Dudley Hanover / Delvin Miller 
/ Fay Fitzpatrick / Hayes Fair Acres 
/ 2:03 2/5

1949 / Good Time / Frank Ervin / 
Frank Ervin / Good Time Stables / 
2:03 2/5

1948 / Knight Dream / Frank Stafford / 
Frank Stafford / Armstrong Bros. & 
Gray Brothers / 2:07 1/5

1947 / Forbes Chief / Del Cameron / 
Del Cameron / Newport Stock Farm 
/ 2:05

1946 / Ensign Hanover / Wayne Smart 
/ Sep Palin / Castleton Farms / 2:07 
1/4

4:30 p.m. 4-H & FFA Horse 
Versatility Show, Outside Arena
10 p.m. All Animals (including 
horses) must be off grounds and 
pens cleaned out prior to 10 p.m.

Friday, Sept. 25
12:30 p.m. Dog Showmanship and 
Rally Shows, Show Arena

Saturday, Sept. 26
8:30 a.m.-9 a.m. Small Animal 
Check-in, Arts & Crafts Building
9 a.m. Small Animal Show, Arts & 
Crafts Building
9 a.m. Dog Obedience Show,  
Show Arena
10 a.m. Dog Agility Show, Outside 
Show Arena
12:30 p.m. Trophy Awards, Arts & 
Crafts Building

Joshua Keeran | The Gazette

Harness racing images like this one is etched into the U.S. Route 42 overpass that spans over South Sandusky Street.



FAIR PREVIEW 2020 Delaware Gazette14    Wednesday, September 16, 2020

Photos courtesy of Joshua Keeran | The Gazette
A mural featuring Roger Huston, the voice of The Little Brown Jug, and Big Bad John, the local horse 
who won Delaware’s big race back in 2011, is on permanent display at Boardman Arts Park, 154 W. 
William St., Delaware.

City’s harness racing ties visible

Pacer Dental is located at 833 W. William St. in Delaware.

A sign located at the U.S. Route 23 entrance notes the Delaware County Fairgrounds is home to the 
Little Brown Jug.

The Jug Grill & Patio is located at 837 N. Houk Road in Delaware. This harness racing mural greets visitors to Delaware Hayes High School, home of the Pacers.

Pacer Inn & Suites is located at 259 S. Sandusky Street in Delaware.
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Senior, Military, Veteran, First Responder Discounts
Serving Delaware and Surrounding Communities

• New Construction
 • Remodel 

• Replacement

Senior, Military, Veteran, First Responder Discounts
Serving Delaware and Surrounding Communities

HEATING/COOLING 1ST PLACE WINNER
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12th Annual

SUPPORTING DELAWARE 
COUNTY JR FAIR AND 4H

A Delaware County Historical Society marker commemorating the Little Brown Jug stands at the 
Delaware County Fairgrounds.

The Delaware Huntington Bank location on East William Street features a harness racing mural on 
the outside of the building.
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Falli fo
Pkinting 

We have the 
LARGEST 
selection of plants 
in Central Ohio! 

2-20/t!

FALL FESTIVAL SAVINGS!! 
Valid October 10-20, 2019 

Save 33-50% OFF 
The Regular Price on Select Garden Items 

& Select Plant Material 

www.oaklandnursery.com 
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FALL FESTIVAL SAVINGS!! 
Valid October 1 – 18, 2020! 

Save 33-50% OFF 
The Regular Price on Select Garden 

Items & Select Plant Material 

*SHOP ONLINE 24/7!
From the comfort of your home!

Select from trees, shrubs, rose plants, & perennials.
Buy online with options of picking up in store or home delivery.

Shop.Oaklandnursery.com

•   Fall Decoration - pumpkins, 
gourds, Indian corn, straw & 
other seasonal items

•   Garden Mums & Perennials
•   Complete Gardening Lines
•   Shade & Ornamental Trees

•   Flowering Shrubs
•   Evergreens
•   Fertilizer, Mulch & Grass Seed
•   Exotic Plants - indoor & out-

door varieties
•   Home Decor, Gifts & More!

Oakland’s 40th
ANNUAL  

FALL FESTIVAL!
October 3 & 4 and 10 & 11

Sales, haunted village and weekend  
door prizes!

Please call the store at 740-369-5454
For more details about our  

Fall Festival.

OPEN YEAR ROUND  • DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE


