Back to

School
2020

A Special Supplement to

2 Friday, July 31, 2020

BACK TO SCHOOL 2020

Wishing All Our
Delaware County
Students

A Safe, Happy
& Successful

2020-2021

School Year!

Delaware Gazette

Big Walnut Local Schools
110 Tippett Court
Sunbury, OH 43704
Phone 740.965.3010
www.bigwalnut.k12.oh.us

Buckeye Valley Local Schools
679 Coover Rd
Delaware, OH 43015
Phone 740.369.8735
www.buckeyevalley.k12.oh.us

Delaware City Schools
74 W William St
Delaware, OH 43015
Phone 740.833.1100
www.dcs.k12.oh.us
Olentangy Local Schools
7840 Graphics Way
Lewis Center, OH 43035
Phone 740.657.4050
www.olentangy.k12.oh.us/olentangy
Delaware Christian School
45 Belle Ave
Delaware, OH 43015

OH-70197310

Phone 740.363.8425
www.dcschool.org

Delaware Gazette

BACK TO SCHOOL 2020

Friday, July 31, 2020 3

Delaware prepares for new school year
By Glenn Battishill
gbattishill@aimmediamidwest.com

There will new faces, schedules, and
protocols when Delaware City Schools
students return to classes at the end of
August.
Due to the COVID-19 outbreak,
Superintendent Heidi Kegley announced
in July the district will be moving to a
blended education model where students
will study in-person for either two or
three days a week and study online the
other days. Kegley said students will be
on a rotation so only 50% of them are in
the classroom at a time, which will allow
staff and students to practice social
distancing.
Kegley said cleaning will take place
throughout the school day, and masks
will be worn by all staff and students.
She added younger students will have
mask breaks during the day.
For families and students who don’t
feel safe taking part in traditional
classes, the district is offering an
online-only academy. District officials
said online students will still be part
of Delaware City Schools, and the
coursework will be more rigorous than
the remote learning done in the spring.
The start of the school year has been
pushed back to Aug. 31 to allow for
professional development for teachers
and additional cleanings before the start
of school.
Kegley said regardless of the changes,
she’s excited for the school year to start.
“Although this school year will
undoubtedly look different than any
other, we are excited to see our students
back in our buildings on Aug. 31,”
Kegley said. “The staff is working
hard to ensure we can offer a safe and
healthy educational environment for
both students and staff. Our Pacer
community has been outstanding
during these difficult times, and we look
forward to a wonderful school year.”
Another change this school year

is the principal positions at Conger
Elementary and Smith Elementary
schools.
Jake LeGros, Smith Elementary’s
new principal, joined the district this
summer after spending time working as
an assistant principal in London, Ohio.
LeGros has experience as a teacher and
intervention specialist. He grew up in
Westerville.
“I’m really looking forward to having
students, faculty, and staff back into
the building after a long hiatus,”
LeGros said. “I very much want to see
the excitement on their faces as we
start a new school year, as well as the
confidence from our students, staff, and
parents that we have put all protocols
and procedures in place to have each
and every person back into the building
safely and effectively.”
At Conger Elementary School, Kerri
Templeton will be stepping into the
principal position. Templeton previously
worked at Dublin City Schools where
she was an administrative intern and
later an assistant principal at Chapman
Elementary School.
The year will also be one of change
for three buildings in the district
as Dempsey Middle School gains a
new wing of classrooms, labs, and an
orchestra area; Carlisle Elementary is
having its entrance renovated to add
classrooms and a new secure entrance;
and Schultz Elementary is gaining a new
wing of classrooms, a new bus loop and
will have a road built between Penick
Avenue and Cobblestone Drive. The
construction projects began this summer
and are expected to conclude next year.
Editor’s note: The print deadline for
this special Back to School section was
July 21, so the information presented
in this article may not be current. For
up-to-date information concerning
Delaware’s back-to-school plans, visit
dcs.k12.oh.us.
Glenn Battishill can be reached at 740-413-0903 or on
Twitter @BattishillDG.

Photos by Glenn Battishill | The Gazette

The entrance at Carlisle Elementary School is being renovated to add a lobby immediately after
visitors enter the building, meaning they must check in before being able to enter the school.
The renovation will convert the old office area into classrooms. This renovation is expected to be
completed next year.

The old district technology center was torn down this summer to make way for a new wing of
Dempsey Middle School. The new wing will feature classes, laboratories, and a music space.
Construction began in July and is expected to be completed next summer.
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Barons to return to school August 31
By Glenn Battishill

gbattishill@aimmediamidwest.com

There will be new faces and
protocols when the Buckeye
Valley Local School District
begins its 2020-2021 school
year on Aug. 31.
The district and
Superintendent Andrew
Miller announced reopening
plans in July. BV is offering
two paths for students:
in-person learning or all online
instruction, both beginning on
the district’s new start date of
Aug. 31.
A week before the school
year begins in earnest, half
of the student body will go
to school on Aug. 25 and 26
followed by the other half
Aug. 27 and 28. Miller said
the week is more of a test run
to allow students to gain an
understanding of the school
protocol before all students
return to school.
Students who choose
the “Barons are Back” plan
will be required to follow
several health guidelines,
including face coverings, hand
sanitizers, limited seating on
buses, expanded lunchrooms,
increased cleaning, designated
traffic patterns in the halls,
as well as a parental health
assessment.
The plan changes based
on the current Emergency
Level as determine by the
Ohio Department of Health.
The return to full in-person
instruction is the plan under a
Level 1 and 2, but the district

will move to a hybrid model
where 50% of students attend
in-person classes two days a
week and studies online
the other three, while
the other half attends
three days a week and
studies online the other
two on a rotation if the
county is at a Level 3.
In the event of a
Baker
Level 4, where all
in-person gathering are
discouraged by state health
officials, instruction would
move entirely online until the
county moves back to a Level
3.
The district is also
offering students an option
to do the entire school year
online. Students who optin to the online only option
will be provided a district
Chromebook and will still be
eligible for extracurriculars.
In addition to the new
protocols, there will be three
new administrators in the
district this year: Brian Baker,
the new principal at Buckeye
Valley High School; Matthew
Gallatin, the new principal
at Buckeye Valley Middle
School; and Brian Orrenmaa,
who will be the new principal
at Buckeye Valley West
Elementary School.
Baker was previously the
principal at Buckeye Valley
Middle School for six years
before being reassigned to the
high school by the board this
year.
Baker said in an email that
his time at the middle school

convinced him he was in the
right district.
“Buckeye Valley is a great
place to be, and
after six years at
the middle school,
I was convinced
(Buckeye Valley
is where) I want
to stay,” Baker
said. “I had an
Gallatin
opportunity
from our great
superintendent, Mr. Miller, to
serve at the high school. To
still work with the students
and families that I have come
to know at the middle school
over the years with a very
talented high school staff was
something I could not pass
up.”
Baker said he’s excited to
step into his new role at the
high school.
“The high school, the place
that never sleeps, which brings
excitement!” Baker said.
“The pandemic has presented
challenges and has brought
our BV team closer together.
I have already had a chance
to work with high school
teachers and staff for a few
months now.”
Gallatin comes to the
district after a four-year stint
at Liberty Union High School.
Gallatin has also worked
as an assistant principal at
Northeastern High School in
Springfield, Ohio, and taught
in Dublin and Sandusky.
Gallatin said he was drawn
to the district after meeting
staff and students.

“Previous interactions with
closer to people,” Orrenmaa
said.
graduates, administrators,
He said the school year is
and students of Buckeye
sure to be challenging,
Valley let me
but he’s looking forward
know of all the
to it.
accomplishments
“I do enjoy new
and achievements
challenges and do think
of this district,”
this has kept me up to
Gallatin said.
learning more about
“The collective
blended learning and
focus on the
Orrenmaa
online instruction,”
success of the
Orrenmaa said. “The
individual student
staff
and
parents I’ve worked
makes BV a place I want to
with
have
been really positive
be.”
and communicative. (We want
He added his variety of
to) take this new normal on
experiences throughout his
and make it the best we can
19-year education career has
for kids.”
“helped shape my values and
Orrenmaa added he wants
perspective on education.”
students
and families to know
Gallatin said he is eagerly
that
he’s
excited
to meet them
awaiting the start of a new
this
year.
school year.
“I think all of us are focused
“I am looking forward to
a
lot
on trying to make sure
welcoming all of the members
that
students
know coming
of our school community back
into
a
new
school
year that we
to school this fall,” he said.
are vested in them and want
“With all of the uncertainties
to get to know them as an
over the past six months, our
students, staff, and parents are individual,” he said.
A list of school supplies and
looking forward to returning
more
information about the
to a schedule that focuses on
reopening
plan can be found at
Every Kid, Every Day!”
www.buckeyevalley.k12.oh.us/.
Orrenmaa grew up in Ohio
Editor’s note: The print
but moved to Virginia to serve
deadline
for this special
as the principal of George
Back
to
School
section was
Mason Elementary School in
July
21,
so
the
information
the Alexandria City Public
presented in this article may
School District. He told The
not be current. For up-toGazette he is excited to be
date information concerning
moving back to Ohio and
Buckeye Valley’s back-to-school
joining Buckeye Valley.
plans, visit the district’s
“I really missed Ohio and
website.
the area, and my friends and
family are still here, so it was
Glenn Battishill can be reached at 740413-0903 or on Twitter @BattishillDG.
a desire to come home and be
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Olentangy gearing up for school year
By Dillon Davis
cdavis@aimmediamidwest.com

See OLENTANGY | 6

Joshua Keeran | The Gazette

The Olentangy Local School District Administrative Offices are located at 7840 Graphics Way in
Lewis Center.

unless a medical provider recommends
otherwise. Students are encouraged to
wear their own masks, but schools will
provide them if needed.
Raiff said of the mask mandate, “I
know and appreciate that people have
very strong feelings about the masks.
But based on guidance from the health
district, it is essential that if we’re
going to have people in school, we have
to wear masks. And if this is the thing

that gets back into school together, it’s
simply what we have to do.”
Hand-sanitizing stations will be
installed in all classrooms, as well as
in common areas around the buildings.
To ensure cafeteria safety, lunchroom
space may be extended to other areas
of the buildings to ensure proper social
distancing requirements can be met.
As part of the plan, the volunteer
training program will be suspended,

OH-70194091

LEWIS CENTER — With the 202021 academic school year scheduled
to begin in August, school districts
have been working overtime to
finalize plans in the midst of everchanging circumstances. On July 13,
the Olentangy Local School District
(OLSD) announced those plans to
reopen schools as part of its “Back
Together 2020” effort.
A letter from Superintendent Mark
Raiff detailing the plans was sent to
parents across the district via email, as
well as posted to the district’s website.
“There is no ‘one-size-fits-all’
approach to the upcoming school
year,” Raiff said in the letter. “Based
on available information from Ohio’s
governor as of July 2, 2020, school
districts in Ohio will create individual
learning models formed by guidance
and regulations provided by the
Center for Disease Control, the
American Academy of Pediatrics, the
Ohio Department of Health, and the
Delaware General Health District.”
Originally scheduled to begin on
Thursday, Aug. 20, the letter states
the district is “pursuing” pushing the
start of classes back to Monday, Aug.
31. “This allows for the guaranteed
arrival of safety equipment and for
teachers and staff to acclimate to
social distancing procedures between
Aug. 20 and Aug, 31 as they prepare
to welcome your children back to our
facilities,” Raiff said.
When classes are resumed, OLSD
has prepared four models based on
the county’s risk level at that time. If
Delaware County is considered a level
one or level two public emergency,
students will be in classrooms for all
five school days each week. Threefoot social distancing measures will
be implemented in all classrooms
when possible, and all students and
staff will be required to wear masks

and only essential visitors will be
permitted into the buildings.
Students requiring bus
transportation to or from school will be
required to preregister for the service.
Riders will be required to wear face
coverings, sanitize hands as they enter
the bus, and will be assigned seats.
Between routes, the buses will be
cleaned and disinfected.
If the county is under a level three
public emergency, the district will
move to a hybrid model that would
have students splitting time between
in-classroom and distance learning.
Raiff said the schedule for students in
that scenario would be similar to the
traditional kindergarten schedule in
which students rotate between being
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Olentangy
From page 5

in a physical classroom two days of
one week and three days the next
week. As part of this model, 6-foot
social distancing requirements would
be implemented for students in the
buildings when possible.
Should Delaware County upgrade
the public emergency to level four,
signaling a severe spread of the virus
and high exposure rates, OLSD will
move entirely to a virtual learning
experience five days a week. The
program would be similar to what
students experienced in spring,
although Raiff said the district “learned
a lot” last spring and many changes
have been recommended to provide an
improved experience.
Both teachers and students will also
have the option to opt into a yearlong “committed distance learning”
program if they wish. If parents decide
to opt their children into the program,
the student must remain there for the
entire school year. Meal service will
still be provided to students opting into
distance learning, with prepackaged
meals available for pickup at select
buildings. The deadline to register for
distance learning for the school year is
Friday, July 31.
“We must be flexible and prepared
in the COVID-19 ever-changing
environment, and therefore have

OH-70194917

prepared four models for this school
year,” Raiff said. “We ask that you
review all models with open minds
and know that we may need to move
among the three attendance models as
conditions change.”
OLSD’s proposal for the 202021 school year was scheduled to be
presented to the Olentangy Board of
Education at its July 28 meeting for
final approval. To learn more about
the proposal, visit www.olentangy.k12.
oh.us.
Editor’s note: The print deadline for
this special Back to School section was
July 21, so the information presented
in this article may not be current. For
up-to-date information concerning
Olentangy’s back-to-school plans, visit
www.olentangyschools.org.
Reach Dillon Davis at 740-413-0904. Follow him on
Twitter @DillonDavis56.
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The end of summer can be a
bittersweet time for students. While
many students look forward to seeing
their friends, few want to say goodbye to
the relaxing days of summer.
Parents know that getting their
children back in the school day swing of
things can be a challenge. The following
are some ways to make that transition
go smoothly.
• Introduce more structure as
summer vacation winds down. The
chance to unwind in a structure-free
setting can benefit students at the onset
of summer vacation. Many parents
grapple with the notion that their
children’s lives are overscheduled, and
the Cleveland Clinic notes that limiting
organized activities clears up down time
for kids to play and relax and spend time
with their families. So it’s important that
parents afford their children this down
time during summer vacation, only
gradually introducing more structure
as the school year draws closer. In the
weeks before the school year is slated
to begin, start waking kids up a little
earlier and reintroducing bedtimes for
younger children who may have been
staying up later over the last couple of
months. This can be an effective way to
begin slowly preparing youngsters for
the structure of the school year.
• Encourage children to read
throughout the summer. A report from
the education publishing company

Scholastic found that 47 percent of
parents are unaware of the “summer
slide,” which refers to the loss of
academic skills that occurs when school
is not in session. Scholastic notes that
the slide is largely attributed to a lack of
reading when school is not in session.
By encouraging kids to read during their
summer vacations, parents can make
sure youngsters’ brains stay sharp and
are ready to learn once the school year
begins.
• Focus on the positive. Even kids
who love school may be apprehensive
about returning to the classroom. After
all, summer vacation is fun. Parents can
confront that apprehension by focusing
on the positives of returning to school.
Emphasize the chance to see friends
every day or participate in a beloved
extracurricular activity, like sports, band
or a favorite academic club.
• Let kids do some of their own
back-to-school shopping. The items
that constitute back to school supplies
may have changed since parents were
in school. But many parents still take
their children on back-to-school clothes
shopping excursions. Let kids choose
their own clothes, as an opportunity to
wear clothes they picked themselves
might make them excited for the new
school year.
Parents can take various steps to make
the transition back to school a successful
one for their young students.

OH-70193317

How to prepare kids
to go back to school
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New Prairie Run Elementary to open
By Gary Budzak
gbudzak@aimmediamidwest.com

SUNBURY — Big Walnut Local Schools’ new
Prairie Run Elementary is set to open with the 20202021 school year.
The one-story school building at 701 N. Miller
Drive in Sunbury will provide education for 500
students from kindergarten through fourth grade.
Kim Castiglione will be the principal. The school
is 56,745 square feet on 103 acres, which is shared
with a new high school being built next door. When
completed, it will be one of the largest high schools in
Ohio. In between the schools is a central energy plant
that will serve both buildings.
The $17 million building is bond-funded, part of
a voter-approved $108 million issue in November
2017. Gilbane Building Co. from Columbus is the
construction manager, and the designer is VSWC
Architects of Mason, Ohio.
Prairie Run will include classrooms, a media
center, extended learning areas, gymnasium, kitchen,
cafeteria with a stage, music room, art room, STEM
room, tutor rooms, workroom, office area, clinic,
playground, ball field, drop-off areas for buses and
parents, parking lot, seven acres of prairie and
wildflowers, and 11 acres of forest.
The Gazette got a tour of the new school in midJuly. Despite the spring rains, Big Walnut Facilities
Director Doug Swartz is confident that Prairie Run
will be substantially completed whenever classes
begin. Parents will notice there is still landscaping to
do in the fall.
Some of the students who will attend Prairie Run
are coming from Harrison Street Elementary. When
PRE opens, Harrison Street will become the central
preschool facility in 2020-2021; and there will be
four elementary buildings for students in grades
K-4 (along with Big Walnut Elementary, General
Rosecrans and Hylen Souders).
The new Big Walnut High School is expected
to open in August 2022. The 330,000-square-foot
building consists of three floors and interconnected
classroom wings tied to the main floor. It will have
an 1,851-student capacity. Once the new high school
opens, the current Big Walnut High School building
will be used for grades seventh and eighth; the
current Big Walnut Middle School will become the

Gary Budzak | The Gazette

Prairie Run Elementary School is the Big Walnut Local School District’s newest building. Located at 701 N. Miller Drive in Sunbury, the
new school is scheduled to open in time for the upcoming school year.

intermediate building for grades fifth and sixth; and
the current Big Walnut Intermediate will become an
elementary after a year of renovations, potentially
opening in fall 2023.
Swartz described the multi-year process as a ripple
effect. “We’re growing so fast,” he said.
As this publication went to press, the opening date
had not been finalized because of the COVID-19
pandemic.
“In order to prepare our staff for the logistics of
this school year, we are likely to modify the calendar
for this year,” the district said. If so, that means staff
would return on Aug. 17, there would be a staggered
start for grades K-12 (Aug. 24-28 with more details to
come), and the first full-day of learning for all grades
would be Aug. 31. Preschool is yet to be determined.
The district said the start dates shouldn’t change the
end of the school year dates.
Big Walnut Local Schools is offering families the
options of in-person or remote learning for the 20202021 school year.
“While we are excited for our students to return
to the school buildings, we know that some of our
students will benefit from continuing their education
in a remote learning environment due to health

and safety considerations,” the district states on its
website. “As a result, Big Walnut Local Schools will
be offering two learning options for the 2020-2021
school year, in-person learning and remote learning.
Working together, we can ensure that we continue to
inspire and guide our students during the 2020-2021
school year.”
With in-person learning, which will be done in the
traditional manner with students attending school
Monday through Friday, the district said there will
be increased health and safety precautions in place.
Those include having all staff and students in third
grade and higher wear facial coverings (exceptions
made if they can’t for health and developmental
reasons). Facial coverings are recommended for
students in kindergarten through second grade in
common areas, hallways and restrooms.
“Students will be educated on the importance of
hand-washing, hygiene, social distancing and the
wearing of facial coverings,” the district said.
Students will bring their own supplies and water
bottles. They will not share supplies.
At the buildings, classroom doors will remain open.
Water fountains will be closed except for water-filling
See BIG WALNUT | 11
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DACC preparing for 2020-21 school year
By Glenn Battishill
gbattishill@aimmediamidwest.com

Back-to-school plans remain in
development at the Delaware Area
Career Center, but Superintendent
Mary Beth Freeman said the career
center remains committed to keeping
students safe and providing them with
technical education.
Freeman announced recently the
school will be releasing it’s back-toschool plans after they are reviewed at
the July 30 DACC Board of Education
meeting. Freeman said because the
DACC has students from Delaware
City Schools, Olentangy Local Schools,
Big Walnut, Buckeye Valley, Westerville
and Worthington, it has to wait until
those schools make their plans before
the DACC can finalize its plans.
“Our administrative team is currently
developing several schedules which
can be implemented on short notice,
given the COVID conditions,” Freeman
said. “Each schedule puts student and
staff safety, along with continuing
to provide a high-quality education,
as our top priorities. We will all be
working together as a DACC family
to keep each other safe. Our staff has
been developing protocols for cleaning,
sanitizing, and social distancing that
will decrease exposure to germs. We
will also be relying on our students to
self-monitor their symptoms, take daily
temperature checks, and wear masks
while in the building. Everyone will
play a part in maintaining our safety.”
Freeman said the daily schedule will
remain the same as in the past, but the
school has not yet decided on a start
date.
When school does resume, students
will at their disposal a new program
option — exercise science.
“This program will focus on personal
training, group fitness, occupational
therapy, and athletic training,” Freeman
said. “Students will have access to the
same equipment that you would see in

the latest fitness centers and will have
the opportunity to earn professional
certifications throughout their course.
Our instructor has a degree in sports
management and has a wealth of
experience working in fitness studios,
as well as running her own business.”
Freeman said the career center will
also be expanding a program to three
classes for the first time.
“Due to high demand, we are
also adding a third component of
the Digital Design program, which
will allow for a total of 75 juniors to
be accepted into the program each
year,” she said. “Industry demand for
students with the certifications and
skills that are earned in this program
has steadily been increasing, and we do
not anticipate a decline in that need.”
Even with the challenges and
unknowns, Freeman said she remains
excited for the start of the year.
“I am looking forward to seeing
education resume for our students,”
she said. “While this year will look
unlike any other, we are working to
create options that provides time
for students to be on campus, as
long as it can be done safely, with all
safety protocols followed. There is
an excitement and energy that fills
our halls when students are engaged
in education that fulfills them and
activities they enjoy.”
Freeman said some students were
able to come back into the building
over the summer in small groups to
complete certifications, which she said
shows her students will do the right
thing to keep everyone safe.
“I can tell you that our students
were excited to be back, and they
followed our expectations, including
safety protocols,” Freeman said. “I am
confident we will see the same from
students when they return, in whatever
delivery option it may be.”
Freeman added she believes staff and
students will work together to keep the
DACC a safe place.

Photos by Glenn Battishill | The Gazette

The east entrance at the Delaware Area Career Center. The career center has not yet announced its
reopening plans because it has to wait for all of the schools it partners with to announce their plans
first.

The west entrance at the DACC Consolidated Campus.

“I am sure there are students and
families who are nervous about
returning to school, and they are not
alone,” she said. “Every school district
across the country is returning to

school in a way that has never been
done before. However, that means we
are all in this together. We will all work
See DACC | 11
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The benefits of a new approach to learning for students

The validity of the adage “necessity is the mother
of invention” was on full display during the COVID19 outbreak. People quickly had to learn to adapt to a
new way of life, including an educational system that
was transformed dramatically by social distancing
guidelines.
More than 76 million students are enrolled in
United States schools, per the latest Census Bureau
information. In 2018, 2.12 million students were
in Canadian postsecondary institutions alone. In
a matter of days, millions of students who once
attended classes in-person were forced to transition
to virtual learning instruction. The process showed
just how flexible learning systems can be, and
how virtual instruction may become more than an
emergency protocol in the future.
Schools utilized systems like Google Classroom,
Canvas and virtual meeting apps to connect and
learn. While in-class lessons provide the socialization
and one-on-one interaction that can be vital for

students’ academic success, there are many different
reasons why virtual instruction can be a key
component of learning models as well. When virtual
learning is used in conjunction with traditional
teaching, students may have a more well-rounded
experience. Here are some potential benefits that
may unfold as more data is collected.
• Pace: Virtual learning affords students the
chance to work on lessons at a pace that fits
their individual needs. Students can go back
and re-read or re-work problems until they’re
satisfied they have learned their lesson. Lessons
can be slowed down or sped up depending on
proficiency, creating a customized educational
experience.
• No more weather days. Many school districts
include snow or extreme weather days into
their calendars, adding on extra days at the end
of school year to meet the specified number of
educational days. Remote learning can take over

in these times and keep school districts from
having to pad calendars.
• Convenience: The American Academy of
Pediatrics recommends that middle and high
schools start at 8:30 a.m. or later to provide
students the best chance to get the amount of
sleep they need. Still, most adolescents currently
start school before 8:30 a.m. Remote learning
enables students to complete their assignments
when it works best for them. This may help them
get more sleep, too.
• Apps: Learning apps are a new wave of
educational tools that have helped buoy virtual
instruction. Primary school students or those
with individual education plans may benefit the
most from reinforced app skills that match their
learning pace in fun ways.
Virtual home instruction may become a large part
of the educational landscape even after it’s no longer
a social distancing necessity.
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Big Walnut
From page8

DACC
From page 9

together and support
each other in our effort
to maintain our safety

Fall Registration is Open
4 large dance studios
Studios sectioned into 6 ft. squares
for social distancing
Masks worn in common areas
Offering in-studio or online classes

district said.
“For the sake of continuity,”
transferring from one option to the
other during the two semesters
of August-December and JanuaryMay were not recommended, but
“a process will be outlined for
students experiencing extenuating
circumstances during the semester.”
Families had to decide their
preference by July 20. There will also
be options regarding transportation
and internet access. Preferences must
be selected for each child in the family.
Two lists of frequently-asked questions
for specific situations were part of the
district’s reopening guide.
For more information, call the central
office of Big Walnut Local Schools at
740-965-3010.
Editor’s note: The print deadline for
this special Back to School section was
July 21, so the information presented
in this article may not be current. For
up-to-date information concerning Big
Walnut’s back-to-school plans, visit
bigwalnut.k12.oh.us.

CLASSES BEGIN AUGUST 31
WE STRICTLY FOLLOW STATE GUIDELINES
FOR SANITIZING & SAFETY
BOYS & GIRLS AGES 3-ADULT
BEGINNER TO ADVANCED
RECREATIONAL OR COMPETITIVE

Ballet Tap Jazz Lyrical Hip Hop Pointe Modern Acro

Gary Budzak may be reached at 740-413-0906 or on
Twitter @GaryBudzak.

while providing a highquality education.”
Editor’s note: The
print deadline for
this special Back to
School section was
July 21. The DACC
Board of Education

was scheduled to
approve back-to-school
plans on July 30. To
view these plans, visit
delawareareacc.org.
Glenn Battishill can be reached
at 740-413-0903 or on Twitter @
BattishillDG.

OH-70196540

stations. Lockers will not be used. In
the cafeteria, students will be socially
distanced as much as possible and hand
washing or sanitizing will be required
before and after lunch. The same
precautions will be used for recess.
There will be no field trips, and
volunteers or visitors will generally not
be permitted.
If COVID-19 conditions worsen in a
building, the district or there is a state
mandate, students may have to go to a
full or partial remote learning plan.
Big Walnut families are to take
student temperatures daily and
determine if they have any symptoms
of COVID-19. Parents are encouraged
to transport their children to and
from school. If students do take the
bus, they will be assigned seats. They
will need to wear facial coverings and
use hand sanitizer getting on and off
the bus. The drivers will also wear
facial coverings, and the buses will be
disinfected between runs and at the end
of the day.
“Extracurricular activities
will resume and will adhere to
recommendations,” the district said.
“Remote learning students will have
the same extracurricular opportunities
as students doing in-person learning.”
For remote learning, each student
will learn at home using a districtprovided Chromebook. Big Walnut is
partnering with a virtual curriculum
provider to give digital lessons with
teacher interaction. “Students enrolled
in this model may not have access to all
classes that may otherwise be offered
in the in-person learning option,” the
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NOW OFFERING
CLASSIC CHECKING
WITH

STUDENT BENEFITS

A FREE*account for those under the age of 25!

Allowing students to focus on their grades, not the balance in their account!
*Minimum balance to open account is $25. Monthly service fee waived if under the age of 25. Monthly service fee also waived if daily balance of $400 (or $1,500 in any
combination of accounts) is maintained each day of the statement cycle.
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