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How the festival came about
By Linda Shearer
For The Gazette

If you have ever wondered about the
origins of the annual Delaware Arts
Festival, this is the read for you.
In 1970, a committee of funloving people sponsored a May Day
celebration on the Ohio Wesleyan
University campus. This lasted and
was very popular for about three years.
From that committee, another group led
by Kay Rothman and Joan Dochinger,
investigated the idea of an arts festival
to be held on the Saturday before
Mother’s Day on Sandusky Street in
downtown Delaware.
The first festival was held downtown
on the Saturday before Mother’s Day
of 1973. In order to not compete with
downtown merchants for Mother’s Day
sales, it was moved to the next weekend
(after Mother’s Day) of May, and to this
day, is on this weekend every year.
In the beginning, it was a oneday event featuring exhibitors who
were mostly local nonprofit groups
and hobbyists selling their crafts. As
it became more popular and wellattended, it became obvious that in
order to elevate the quality of those

crafts and encourage fine arts, the
committee would have to oversee the
offerings of the participants. It became
a juried event divided into categories
with a percent of fine arts and crafters,
and nonprofits. Any income from this
event was used to plan for the following
year and buy art books chosen by the
committee for the county library.
The governing committee was made
up of volunteers from the Delaware
community from all walks of life who
agreed to act as trustees on the newly
formed board of directors. Bylaws
were drafted and the group became a
501c3 nonprofit with the help of local
attorneys, Shade and Shade.
Over the years, this community event
has enlisted the help of an amazing
number of Delaware residents in
some capacity as day of volunteers
for the event or as participants in the
art shows. Most of the community
participates in one way or another.
Billed as a community event, it lives up
to that title.
It has become a showcase for
professional, amateur artists. A student
art show (Aaron Shields Student Art
Show) housed in the downtown branch
of the Delaware County District Library

has featured works from all of the
county high schools. In 1983, Susan
Wise was the first recipient of a college
scholarship from the proceeds of booth
fees from this event. That was the
start of grants for art education given
to art teachers in the county to cover
special projects not in their budget.
Scholarships for students majoring in
visual arts became an annual event.
This year, the festival gave $20,000
in scholarships to high school seniors
and $10,000 in grants to 10 art
teachers in the county for projects. In
recent years, the cost to host such an
event has increased so much that the
committee has taken on sponsorships
from businesses to cover the cost of the
actual festival.
In 2008, the festival’s 35th
anniversary, Tom King, the board of
trustees chairman, made it a two-day
festival taking place on Saturday and
Sunday. This opened up a whole new
opportunity for exhibitors from across
the country who could travel for an arts
festival that lasted two days.
The quality of fine arts and crafts
improved as a result of this move. In
2017, the festival enlarged its footprint
to the third block of Sandusky Street
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Sandusky Street in downtown Delaware was
packed with eventgoers and vendors during the
46th annual Delaware Arts Festival held in May
2019.

in downtown Delaware, allowing for a
greater variety of food vendors and an
entertainment stage.
The Delaware Arts Festival continues
to make its positive mark on the
community, adding to the family
friendly atmosphere of the Delaware
community. We will see you all next
May, better and more beautiful than
ever.

Coronavirus forces cancellation
By Dagmar Cianelli
For The Gazette

The Covid-19 pandemic has
canceled the 47th Delaware Arts
Festival, which was scheduled to
take place May 16-17.
No sea of white tents
showcasing beautiful works of
art. No mouth-watering smells
of sausages, burgers and fries.
No musical entertainment from
bluegrass to rock ‘n roll. No magic

to mystify young and old.
Taking Covid-19 very seriously,
the Delaware Arts Festival Board
of Directors, in an effort to keep
everyone healthy and safe, decided
to call off this year’s festival. The
not-for- profit organization is
keeping its obligation to the three
Delaware County high school art
students by awarding the $20,000
in art scholarships and $10,000
in grant funds to 10 Delaware
County art teachers for classroom

art projects. In addition, all
booth fees are being returned to
exhibitors, while festival sponsors’
contributions are also scheduled
for repayment.
Although this year’s festival is
in the rear view mirror, plan to
come next year for art, food and
entertainment. Volunteers are
ready to dive in and make the 48th
Delaware Arts Festival even bigger
and better. See you May 15-16,
2021!
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Artists at work
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Student Artist Profile: Preston Anderson
By Dagmar Cianelli
For The Gazette

Scout with the Boy Scouts of America;
a three-time qualifier and two-time 300
recipient at the Ohio Governor’s Youth
According to Delaware Arts Festival
Art Competition; he’s also a three-time
first-place scholarship winner, Preston
scholar athlete in cross country and
Anderson, he comes from a family
track.
with no artistic background, so
To further his chosen field,
he wasn’t aware of his artistic
Anderson has applied to various
skills. That has changed for the
universities, including The Ohio
Olentangy Liberty High School
State University, Vanderbilt
senior. In his personal artist
University, and Northwestern
statement, Anderson says, “I no
University, among others. He
longer could spend a day away
hopes to attend fall semester.
from art.”
Anderson’s future goals are to
Anderson
Anderson finds by putting
keep painting, enter art shows,
his own thoughts, feelings, and
and eventually sell his artwork
ideas into his art, it brings out others
in galleries. Anderson stated, “I know
emotions and reflections. Anderson
as I grow as an artist my goals will
said there’s personal discovery in each
change and transform, but as long as
new piece of art he creates. He hopes to I can always make at least one person
inspire others through his art.
inspired or smile, I will have succeeded
In addition, Anderson is an Eagle
as an artist.”

Proud Supporter of the
Enjoy
the Arts Festival
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Student Artist Profile: Kaleigh Ferrell
By Dagmar Cianelli
For The Gazette

Memories of reading
children’s books at the
library inspired her
“I paint because
simplistic style
it is a true joy to
of art. She values
me,”said Kaleigh
the books’ graphic
Ferrell in her artist
aesthetics and
statement.
one day hopes to
The Delaware
create her own
Arts Festival
storybook.
third-place
The Olentangy
scholarship winner Ferrell
Orange High
loves watching
School senior
watercolors pool over
also
enjoys
high school
paper. As early as 7 years
theater
productions
as
of age, she remembers
an
actor
or
set
crew
art as being her favorite
member. She received
subject and wanting to
the Backstage Excellence
be an art teacher. Ferrell
award at the 2019 CAPA
said she works primarily
Marquee Awards.
in watercolors, because
Ferrell is affiliated
it has a lovely flow and
texture.
with The International

Thespian Society and
National Art Honors
Society. She has attended
Columbus College of
Art and Design summer
classes learning to write,
draft, and fully illustrate
short stories. Ceramics
and art history round out
her creative lifestyle.
Recently, Ferrell’s
artistic focus includes
different types of
environments and objects
along with human issues
such as mental illness
and global climate
emergency.
“I hope to use my art
to educate and address
others and events in life,”
she said.

Artwork by Kaleigh Ferrell

Student Artist Profile: Khang Van
By Dagmar Cianelli
For The Gazette

Khang Van, the
Delaware Arts
Festival second-place
scholarship winner, said
in his personal artist
statement he signed up
for a computer graphics
class at Olentangy
Van
Orange High School
because he thought it
would be fun. But, the class
would also offer him a chance
to explore his interest in 3D
modeling and animation.
Hoping to further his
education in 3D modeling,
he attended Delaware Area
Career Center, but,classes

weren’t available. Being
highly motivated, Van taught
himself using the cost free 3D
modeling application
Blender. Within four
months, he became
not only familiar with
the software, but
created a competition
project, entering it into
Business Professionals
of America for DACC.
Van’s hard work payed
off by taking first place in
regional and state contests.
Advancing to the national
competition, Van took seventh
place against 28 rivals,
many of whom had more 3D
modeling experience than he
did. For his accomplishments,

Van received recognition from
state and federal officials.
Van’s senior BPA project is
making a virtual high school.
So far, his 3D modeling vision
has taken more than three
hours of sketching, over 30
hours building the virtual
school, and a new updated
computer because, his older
model couldn’t render the
school’s images. Again, hard
work produced first place
in regional competition,
advancing Van to face state
participants.
Accepted for fall classes at
Columbus College of Art and
Design, Van plans on majoring
in Game Design. Being in
a competitive field doesn’t

Artwork by Khang Van

frighten him, it just makes him
work harder and learn from his
mistakes.
Van stated in his art
statement, “When I have a
weakness, I don’t think of

it as a weakness but as an
opportunity. That’s my positive
mindset, and I do truly believe
that hard work goes a long
way. I will show it and prove it
as long as I live.”
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Searching for handmade crafts
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Student art show canceled
Submitted story

In addition to providing scholarships
for high school seniors planning to
study art in college, the Delaware Arts
Festival Committee collaborates with
the Delaware County District Library
(DCDL) and most of the Delaware
County school districts each year to
present the annual Delaware Arts
Festival High School Student Art Show
held at the Delaware Main Library.
The Delaware Arts Festival
Committee was able to hold the
scholarship competition before the
Ohio shelter-in-place order was
enacted; unfortunately, the student art
show has been canceled for 2020.
In addition to the ribbons and cash
prizes the Delaware Arts Festival
awards to the students in grades 9
through 12, the DCDL staff present
additional awards of their own.
Featured below are 2019 Delaware
Arts Festival High School Student Art
Show winners:
Best of Show:
Grace Fulton (Olentangy High
School)
Honorable Mention:
Izzy Volpe (OH)
Honorable Mention:
Mackenzie Barlow (OH)
Best of Schools
Buckeye Valley: Lauren Cox
Delaware Hayes: Alison Alsup
Olentangy Berlin: Molly Porter
Olentangy HS: Madison Langford

Pictured is Alison Alsup’s artwork, which won
the 2019 Best of School award for Hayes High
School.

Olentangy Liberty: Emily Brobst
Olentangy Orange: Jessica Sillus

In the sculpture category last year, Elaina
Flewellen (Olentangy Liberty) took time prize
with this piece.

3rd Prize: Davidka McCamon
(Hayes)

Painting
1st Prize: Autumn Carsey (BV)
2nd Prize: Tori Warnock (BV)
3rd Prize: Haley Cera (OB)

Ceramics
1st Prize: Julia Stockton (OL)
2nd Prize: Alexis Spillman (OO)
3rd Prize: Jordan Wolfel (Hayes)

Drawing
1st Prize: Hannah Burchett (OB)
2nd Prize: Alex Vanpelt (OH)
3rd Prize: Marina Colatruglio (BV)

Computer Graphics
1st Prize: Nevaeh Williams (OO)
2nd Prize: Cianna Petrae (OO)
3rd Prize: Jacob Baker (Hayes)

Photography
1st Prize: Gabe King (BV)
2nd Prize: Sam Torok (OL)

Jewelry
1st Prize: Julia Francis (OH)
2nd Prize: Faith Frentos (OO)

Courtesy photos

Pictured is Autumn Carsey’s (Buckeye Valley)
artwork that took home first place in the painting
category in 2019 and won second overall as
voted on by Delaware County District Library
staff.

3rd Prize: Amira Djafi (OO)
Sculpture
1st Prize: Elaina Flewellen (OL)
2nd Prize: Lexi Bretzinger (OH)
3rd Prize: Alena Saladin (OH)
Mixed Media
1st Prize: Anna Pohlman (OL)
2nd Prize: Laura Henry (OB)
3rd Prize: Rachel Rahl (OL)
Submitted by Lisa Tabak.
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OAKLAND VALUE

If you haven't been to Oakland Nurseries,
you simply haven't been to a nursery!

• Largest selection of roses in the midwest - scores of varieties!
• Annuals & perennials
• Complete gardening lines
Mother's Day is May 10th!
• Vegetables & culinary herbs
• Exotic plants - indoor & outdoor varieties
Shop Oakland for the perfect
• Fruit & nut trees
blooming beauty for Mom!
• Shade & ornamental trees
• Flowering shrubs • Evergreens

• Don't want to travel???
Shop online 24/7

----------------------�
OAKL
AND NURS
OAKLAND
NURSERIES
ER/ES
$5 00 OFF
OFF
$5.00

1
I

Bar Code#
2093991
Bar
Code #2093991

•

Withthe
With
the
purchase
of
purchase of

From the Comfort of Your Home!!! Select
$40.00 or
or more
$40.00
more
from trees, shrubs, rose plants, & perennials.
Expires 6/14/2020. Limit $5.00 off at Oakland Delaware
Buy online with options of picking up at
only.
Must present coupon at time of purchase. Not
store or home delivery.
valid with other clipped savings, discounts, or on prior
Shop.oaklandnursery.com purchases. Delaware location only

Visit our website at: www.oaklandnursery.com
for online garden tips, the purchase of Oakland Gift Cards & more seasonal specials!

-0AKLAND
NURSERIES 740-369-5454

DELAWARE- 25 Kilbourne Rd.

1

(NW corner Rt. 36/37 & Kilbourne)

OH-70184455

.OPEN YEAR ROUND!

.Quality, Selection & Service

Delivery service available
Let our horticulturally-trained staff assist you with all your garden needs
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