
Festive  
& Fit
Gift ideas for  
fitness fans

November 2018
A Special Supplement to

Timing Is  
Everything
How to time  
holiday shopping  
just right

Using Credit at 
Christmastime
5 reasons it’s smart  
to use credit when  
holiday shopping



2018 Holiday Gift Guide The Delaware Gazette2    Wednesday, November 21, 2018
O

H
-7

00
91

13
9

There’s no place like 
Enclave at Adalee for the holidays.

RyanHomes.com/Enclave at Adalee

home.THIS HOLIDAY, ALL ROADS LEAD

There’s no place like  
Ryan Homes for the holidays.

Right now, transform your kitchen and baths with an 
Upgraded Designer Interior Package included in your 
new home purchase.* So come together this holiday 
season, and enjoy the features and finishes you’ve 
always wanted in your new Ryan home. 
 
It’s the season of homecomings—don’t miss this special 
opportunity to make all of yours even brighter.

RyanHomes.com
*Savings valid through 12/30/18 on new sales contracts written and financed through NVR Mortgage. Offer may vary by home, homesite  
or community. Prior sales and homes under construction excluded. Cannot be combined with any other offers. Certain restrictions apply.  
Prices, offers, financing and availability subject to change without notice. See a Sales and Marketing Representative for details.  
Brokers warmly welcomed. ©2018 Ryan Homes. All Rights Reserved. MHBR No. 56. V3.11.18

Right now, transform your kitchen and baths with an 
Upgraded Designer Interior Package included in your 
new home purchase. So come together this holiday 
season, and enjoy the features and � nishes you’ve 
always wanted in your new Ryan home.

It’s the season of homecomings–don’t miss this special 
opportunity to make all of yours even brighter.

Welcoming families home 
for over 65 years.

*Savings valid through 12/30/18 on new sales contracts written and � nanced through NVR Mortgage. O� er may vary by home, homesite 
or community. Prior sales and homes under construction excluded. Cannot be combined with any other o� ers. Certain restrictions apply. 
Prices, o� ers, � nancing and availability subject to change without notice. See a Sales and Marketing Representative for details.
Brokers warmly welcomed. ©2018 Ryan Homes. All Rights Reserved. MHBR No. 56. V3.11.18

HURRY!SAVINGS END DECEMBER 30.*

Visit us today to unwrap your holiday savings.

Bring this Ad in to receive the promotion 
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Senior, Military, Veteran, First Responder Discounts
Serving Delaware and Surrounding Communities

• New Construction
• Remodel 

• Replacement

Senior, Military, Veteran,
First Responder Discounts

Serving Delaware and
Surrounding Communities

 HAPPY HOLIDAYS
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SINCE 1860  │  HERE TODAY  │  HERE TOMORROW 
 
 

www.FirstCitizensNational.com 

ALL OF US JOIN IN WISHING YOU A  

AND A PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR! 

● Marion & Powell Banking Centers ● 

Marion Delaware Banking Center 
1240 Delaware Avenue 

Marion, OH 43302 
(740) 383-1200 

Marion Eastlawn Banking Center 
125 Eastlawn Drive 
Marion, OH 43301 

(740) 383-5889 

Powell Banking Center 
9595 Sawmill Parkway 

Powell, OH 43065 
(614) 789-9595 

The average American shop-
per will spend around $975 
on holiday gifts, according 

to past spending trends and esti-
mates from the American Research 
Group and the National Retail 
Federation. Although shoppers have 
various payment options at their dis-
posal, the use of credit cards remains 
a popular and financially savvy way to 
handle purchases, albeit when done 
correctly. 

1. Build your credit history.
Creditors look at how individuals use 
credit cards when determining credit 
scores. One of the biggest components 
of a credit scoring model is payment 
history, or the pattern of using credit 
and paying it back on time. Making re-

peated purchases on credit cards and 
then paying the bill when it is due can 
result in a spike in credit score and help 
consumers build a healthy credit his-
tory. The key is to make payments in 
full and on time. 

2. Credit is safer than  
carrying cash.
Stores are very busy during the holi-
day rush, and consumers are easily 

5 reasons
it’s smart to use credit
when holiday shopping

Credit cards are often a 
safe and effective way 
to handle holiday and 
everyday spending.
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distracted. Carrying around large sums of cash for 
purchases can put you at risk for theft or losing the 
money along the way. There’s little chance of having 
lost or stolen cash returned, but a credit card can be 
cancelled and replaced. Plus, financial institutions 
have security protocols in place to freeze accounts 
and erase purchases that were made under fraudu-
lent scenarios.

3. Track your purchases.
Credit card companies track all purchases and will 
itemize shopping excursions on cardholders’ state-
ments. This can make it much easier to keep track 
of your spending. In addition, some stores do not re-
quire receipts for purchases made with credit cards.

4. Earn reward points while spending.
Competition in the credit card world is stiff, and many 
financial institutions are trying to entice custom-
ers with special deals for signing up and using their 
cards. Some credit cards give cash back. Others 
accrue points based on spending on particular cat-
egories, such as dining or travel. Rewards can be 
redeemed in various ways and can be a big bonus of 
using credit over cash.

5. Cards may come with warranties.
Credit cards can provide built-in warranties on pur-
chases made on the card, such as replacement cover-
age for an electronic device or cancellation insurance 
on a trip. What’s more, if you have a dispute with a 

merchant or aren’t happy with something you bought, 
you can often request a chargeback through the credit 
card company.
Credit cards have many advantages, but it’s imperative 
that consumers pay their balances in full and on time.
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The holiday season begins at the end of November 
and stretches into the first week of January. But 
this five-week stretch may not necessarily be the 

best time for everyone to shop.
Harvard Business Review says that the retail in-
dustry has been turned on its head in recent years, 
and shoppers and retailers may want to rethink 
their approaches to the holiday shopping season. 
Consumers are no longer interested in retailers  
dictating their shopping schedules, and some people 
have grown accustomed to buying products when 
they want them — especially when price is of no  
concern. 
Even budget-conscious shoppers have changed their 
habits, says the shopping advisor RetailNext. Many 
holiday shoppers are delaying their shopping until 
January to take advantage of post-season sales. 
Holiday shopping need not wait until after the holiday 
season, either. A 2017 RetailMeNot survey found 
that 45 percent of U.S. consumers said they planned 

to start shopping before November 1. One-quarter 
of the survey respondents said they planned to start 
shopping before October, and 12 percent started 
shopping for the holidays in the summer. 
So when should consumers do their holiday shop-
ping? It all depends on what fits a person’s individual 
needs. 

Shop sales, not schedules.  
If budget is a big concern, shoppers should grab 
items that are on sale whenever they are available. 
That can mean shopping at any time of the year. 
People can try making a master shopping list early in 
the year and saving it on their mobile phones. While 
shopping throughout the year, items from the list can 
be purchased and stored until the holidays.

Shop your strengths.  
Those who get a thrill from tackling their entire shop-
ping list in one haul can still do that. Shopping in 

this manner can help shoppers focus on the task at 
hand and reduce the likelihood of wasting time. But 
keep in mind that, according to a survey conducted 
by Business Wire, 65 percent of holiday shoppers 
scramble to complete their purchases in the last two 
weeks before Christmas, so shoppers who delay may 
be stuck in long lines at the mall.

Embrace in-store pickup.  
Many retailers are merging their online and brick-and-
mortar operations. Shoppers have the convenience 
of price-comparison and online shopping, with the 
physical enjoyment of going out to the store to com-
plete their purchases. In-store pickup often enables 
shoppers to avoid hefty shipping fees, as in-store 
pickup is free. Plus, scoping out items online — and 
ensuring they’re in stock — saves the hassle of mak-
ing a trip in vain. 
Shoppers can look beyond the conventional holiday 
season to get the best prices and deals that fit their 
shopping needs.

How  
to time  
holiday
shopping
right
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Thanks to families being more 
spread out than ever before, to-
day's holiday shoppers must fig-

ure out ways to get holiday gifts to their 
destination on time. The holiday season 
tends to be the busiest time of year for 
many delivery services. The following 
tips should help shoppers ensure their 
loved ones' gifts arrive on time.
· Ship directly. Adobe Analytics re-
ported that online shopping hit a  
record high of $108.2 billion in the 
2017 holiday shopping season, and 
all indicators suggest online shopping 
will only increase in the years to come. 
Holiday shoppers who want to ensure 
their loved ones will receive their gifts 
on time can rely on online shopping. 
When checking out, have gifts shipped 
directly to loved ones' homes. Many 

online retailers will even wrap gifts for a 
nominal fee.
· Research shipping options.  
In 2018, Christmas falls on a Tuesday. 
Shoppers who plan to rely on two-day 
or overnight shipping should keep 
that in mind. Some delivery services 
may be open throughout the weekend 
before Christmas, while others may 
only be open on Saturday. Last-minute 
shoppers, whether they're shopping 
online or in-person, should confirm their 
shipping options well in advance of 
Christmas. Because Christmas is on a 
Tuesday this year, getting gifts to their 
destination on time may require shop-
pers to purchase and ship them earlier 
than they otherwise might.
· Purchase package insurance. 
Consumer Reports notes that UPS and 

FedEx shipments automatically come 
with declared-value coverage of up to 
$100. (Note: Declared value is the car-
rier's maximum liability.) Purchasing ad-
ditional insurance can ease shoppers' 
concerns about lost or stolen packages. 
Just be sure to keep all invoices and 
receipts in case claims must be filed. 
Shoppers also should ask for tracking 
numbers on all packages so they can 
confirm when packages are delivered.
· Properly secure the package.  
Many delivery services now have off-
site drop-off boxes that can make it 
easy to send gifts. This is a convenient 
service, but shoppers who use them 
won't be able to have a company em-
ployee provide in-person confirmation 
that their packages are secured to com-
pany standards. Poorly packaged items 
may never be shipped. Visit the ship-
ping company's website for packaging 
guidelines, and include a business card 
and duplicate label inside the package 
just in case it is damaged after being 
dropped off.

Get gifts there on time
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Spending time with loved ones and 
reflecting on all of the blessings 
the previous year has bestowed 

is a great way to celebrate the holiday 
season. But giving, entertaining and 
traveling are part of the season as 
well, and that can leave many people 
wondering how to finance their holiday 
season.
Many people admit to spending more 
than they initially intended to spend dur-
ing the holiday season, leaving them 
with sizable bills to pay come January. 
This trend is dubbed the “holiday hang-
over,” and MagnifyMoney found that 
Americans racked up an average of 
$1,054 of debt during the 2017 holi-
day season, a 5 percent increase  
over 2016.  
Recent data from the Federal Reserve 
Bank of New York says consumer credit 
card debt stands at $808 billion. A por-
tion of that ongoing debt is accumulated 
during the holidays — but it doesn’t 
have to be. By establishing a budget 
and a plan to pay down their debt, con-
sumers can gift without grief.
The first step to establishing a holiday 
shopping budget is to make a list of 
all the people with whom you intend 
to exchange gifts. Jot down charitable 
gifts and entertaining/social expenses 
as well. With paper in hand, it can be 
easier to visualize just how many people 
are on the gift list, making it easier to 
allot a certain amount to each person. 
Friends and coworkers may receive less 
than family members. 

  How to build a
  holiday giving 
     budget
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According to a survey of more than 2,000 adults in the United States 
conducted in September 2017 by the International Council of Shopping 
Centers, holiday shoppers still prefer to shop at physical retailers for 

their gifting needs. The survey found that nearly all shoppers (96 percent) 
planned to make a purchase from a retailer who has both a physi-
cal and online presence. Furthermore, 91 percent of holiday shoppers 
said they were planning to buy some of the items they researched 
online at physical locations. Even though online sales are booming, this 
data reinforces the fact that holiday shoppers still rely on brick-and-mortar stores. 
Retailers who understand how to seamlessly offer both online resources as well 
as a strong physical retail presence may enjoy an especially profitable holiday 
season.

Did you know?
Next think about a total dollar 
amount to earmark for the holi-
days. This amount is something 
that you should be able to comfort-
ably pay off in full at the end of  
the holiday season — no more 
than a month or two after New 
Year’s Day. 
Do not feel obligated to purchase 
more than one gift for each person 
on your list. Parents who want 
to have a few extra items under 
the tree for their children or who 
have to finance presents from 
Santa Claus can set aside more 
money to make such purchases. 
However, these gifts should also 
be factored into the overall budget.
It’s important to keep track of 
spending even after the budget 
has been created. This way you 
can see if you are adhering to your 
budget. Record gifts as you would 
checks in a register. Take home 
receipts and tally your spending to 

see if it aligns. Make adjustments 
as necessary if you are on track to 
go over your budget.
When budgeting, keep in mind  
the potentially inflated costs of  
hot items for the year. It can be 
tempting to splurge on the lat-
est video game console, but will 
it be obsolete in a few months? 
Budgeting and frugal buying go 
hand-in-hand.
Budgets do not need to remain 
fixed from year to year. If this year 
was a banner year in terms of fi-
nances, you may be able to afford 
more. If it wasn’t, you may have to 
cut back. True friends and close 
family members should under-
stand that the value of the gift is 
not based on its price tag.
Budgeting is important for holiday 
spending. With a budget in hand, 
consumers can avoid holiday 
hangover and potential financial 
ruin for months to come.
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Happy 
Holidays

If your car’s not happy, bring it to Snappy’s!
See Better...Drive Safer...Winterize Your Car Today

Call 740-917-7100 for appointment. Offer valid November 1 - December 31, 2018.
May combine BOGO offers. Additional discounts do not apply. Excludes labor.

LABOR*
OFF15%

*Thru December 31, 2018 for New Customers Only*Thru December 31, 2018 for New Customers Only

Two for One Makes 20/20
Buy One, Get One

FREE on NAPA
Wiper Blades

when we replace 
your blades with any 
qualifying NAPA Blades 
at participating NAPA 
AutoCare Centers.*

*Ask your Service Advisor for details.

OFFER VALID NOV. 1 - DEC. 31, 2018

CHOOSE NIGHTVISION™ BRILLIANT
for the best visibility of the road

NightVision™ Bulbs

•  Evenly distributed light pattern for increased visibility of the road
•  Delivers the whitest and brightest light for great depth perception 

and contrast.
•  Best down road and side road visibility.
•  Industry leading 3-Year Warranty.
•  Enhanced proprietary optical coatings product the whitest light in the 

NIGHTVision lineup generating a look and style that contends with HIDs.

OFFER VALID NOV. 1 - DEC. 31, 2018

BUY 1 GET 1

FREE

Happy Happy 
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A glass of wine makes a 
nice accompaniment 
to a meal or something 

to enjoy and sip while con-
versing with friends in social 
situations. Many people have 
a favorite style of wine, and 
some even have a favorite 
vineyard. In addition, the 
popularity of wine makes it a 
versatile gift for the holidays 
or something to bring along to 
a holiday party as a hostess 
present.
Novice wine enthusiasts 
may be interested in learning 
more about wine so they can 
choose their wine selections 
for gifting and enjoyment 
more readily. According to the 
experts at Wine Enthusiast, 
learning to taste wine and 
differentiate between flavors 

is similar to appreciating art 
or music. Understanding the 
varietals can simplify the pro-
cess of selecting wines.
• Cabernet Sauvignon: 
This is a full-bodied red 
grape heavily planted in the 
Bordeaux region of France. 
Cabernet generally has high 
levels of alcohol and tannins. 
• Merlot: The smoothness 
and mild flavor of this red 
wine make it a great option 
for those who need an in-
troduction to red wine. This 
wine is lower in tannins than 
Cabernet Sauvignon, and it 
tends to have a more fruity 
flavor profile as well.
• Cabernet Franc: This is a 
light- to middle-weight wine 
that features a high acid con-
tent and savory flavors. 

favorite wines

Holiday shopping lists are being made, 
and there is a strong chance that clothing 
has made many of those lists. Year after 

year, apparel, along with technology and books, 
dominate the top giving categories, according to 
Nielsen Global Holiday Spending Expectations. 
However, before rushing out to buy that new 
sweater or pair of slacks, shoppers are urged to 
follow a few tips that can make clothing shopping 
easier.
Mimic the recipient’s sense of style. Take 
your shopping cues from the types of clothing 
your loved one typically wears. Now is not the 
time to try to impart your own fashion sense on 
someone else. Enlist help if you’re not exactly 
sure of your loved one’s sense of style; retail as-
sociates are there to help.
Stick with classics. Instead of mimicking his or 
her style, you can always select from classic ap-
parel or general categories if they seem like they 
might be the right fit. Certain pieces, such as 
classic black pants or a skirt or a camisole and 
cardigan, always work seamlessly in a ward-
robe. A gentleman might appreciate a new din-
ner jacket or blazer for those special occasions 
like a night out on the town. Opt for muted colors 
unless the recipient to make a statement.
Find out the right size. This can take some in-
vestigatory work, but enlist other friends or family 
members to determine which size clothing your 

loved one wears. Otherwise, do some subtle 
sleuthing. Indirectly inquire as to size in general 
conversation. Or you can be forthcoming and 
say, “I’d like to get you clothing as a gift, what 
sizes do you wear?”
Discover his or her favorite stores. Through 
your relationship, you may have learned about 
your loved one’s favorite clothing stores. Such 
knowledge can give you a better sense of where 
to shop. 
Get gift receipts and learn the exchange 
policy. Even items purchased with the best in-
tentions might not be right or fit correctly. Give 
the gift recipient an easy out by including a gift 
receipt with the present. This way he or she 
can exchange the gift for something else at full 
purchase price. Avoid retailers with especially 
stringent exchange policies.
Enroll in a clothing subscription service. You 
don’t need to buy clothes to gift clothing. Another 
way to gift clothing is to enroll your loved one in 
a trial for a clothing service. Clothing services 
ask members a few questions, and then fashion 
specialists will choose select pieces to ship each 
month. The clothing can be kept or returned for 
new items. 
Clothing gifts are very popular. Gift-givers can 
help ensure they’re well received by selecting 
items with care.

  as holiday gifts
How to buy clothes

for giving
   Get to know
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• Malbec and Carménère: Similar 
to Merlot, these grapes originated in 
France but then made their way to 
other regions of the world. Malbec 
is most popular in Argentina, while 
Carménère is grown in Chile.
• Zinfandel: Although mostly as-
sociated with the rosé wine White 
Zinfandel, Zinfandel is actually a me-
dium-bodied red wine that originated 
in Croatia. 
• Pinot Noir: Soft tannins and high 
acid give this light-bodied red wine its 
appeal. The grapes were first widely 
planted in France but can now be 
found elsewhere.
• Chianti: Chianti is the most famous 
Italian red wine in North America. It’s 
a dry red that pairs very well with food. 
Chianti, which comes from the Chianti 
region in Tuscany, is made exclusively 
with Sangiovese grapes, or at least 80 
percent of them and other blends. 
• Chardonnay: This is a medium- 
to full-bodied dry white wine. The 

Chardonnay grape is a white grape 
from the Burgundy region of France.
• Sauvignon Blanc: Citrus-driven and 
often light-bodied, Sauvignon Blanc is 
another dry white grape planted widely 
in France. It also is a parent grape to 
Cabernet Sauvignon.
• Pinot Gris/Pinot Grigio: Pinot 
Grigio is a zesty, dry white wine that is 
particularly associated with Italy even 
though it originated in France, where 
it is thought to be a mutation of the 
Pinot Noir grape. Pinot Grigio skins 
are not green like other white grapes, 
but have a gray hue, hence the name.
• Reisling: Those who prefer a sweet 
white wine can opt for Reisling, which 
can be traced to Germany. It can be 
a good match for those who appreci-
ate other sweet white wines, such as 
Moscato or Gewürztraminer.
There are many wines to tempt pal-
ates. When gifting, the selections 
mentioned above can tempt foodies 
and budding sommeliers alike.
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17 N. Union St. @ City Parking Lot 
Saturday, December 1st • Noon-5:00pm 

for People� Donations for 3 a�e 
In Need, Inc. groups, boys and girls 

Meet our firemen when you drop off a 
new, unwrapped toy (or cash or checks 

for gift cards for older children) 
SANTA 

will be here 
with candy 
canes, too! 

A Very Special "Thank You" to Our Sponsors: 
�TRIMBLE � V&P Hydraulic

WANNER I N s u R A N C E � Products, LLC

METALWORX 

� 

JORDAN HOME 
MAINTENANCE 

A/JIJ!IJA 
pLUMSitJG 
SEWER & DRAIN 

John Freeman 
Breakfast 

(The Hardware Exchange) 
12-8-18

MERRY CHRISTMAS! - Al Roop
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The fitness industry is booming and 
attracting new devotees every day. 
Research from the International 

Health, Racquet and Sportsclub 
Association says 2017 was a strong year 
for the health and fitness industry, and 
several health clubs have built on that 
success in 2018. 
The growth of the fitness industry has 
included a surge in boutique fitness 
regimens. While major clubs offer 

classes, separate boutique clubs also 
are thriving. Clubs focusing on ballet 
barre, Cross-Fit® and Orangetheory® are 
just some examples of the booming bou-
tique fitness industry. 
Holiday shoppers with fitness fans on 
their list can look to their loved ones’ love 
of physical activity when seeking inspira-
tion for holiday gifts. Purchasing gifts for 
someone with a specific hobby or interest 
can often be daunting because enthu-

siasts may have firm ideas of what they 
like and want to use. While the same can 
be said for athletes and people who live 
active lifestyles, there are plenty of gifts 
that will appeal to those who embrace fit-
ness as part of their lifestyle.
Bluetooth headphones: Music can 
inspire and get fitness buffs motivated. 
Bluetooth headphones connect wire-
lessly to most devices, and such head-
phones won’t get tangled up while 
running or hitting the elliptical at the gym. 
Select a pair that are lightweight and 
comfortable and securely fit in the ears 
for ultimate convenience.
Reversible yoga mat: Active yogis 
know just how much a stretch session 
can work up a sweat. Throw in an hour 
of hot yoga, and perspiration will cer-
tainly be flowing. Everyone recognizes 
Lululemon for their comfortable workout 

attire, but the company also has a re-
versible yoga mat that wicks away mois-
ture during yoga sessions. When gifting 
yoga mats, throw in a yoga mat carrier 
as well.
Fitness tracker: Active people often like 
to track their progress during a workout 
or to see just how much they’ve been 
moving during the day. Fitness trackers 
are ideal for this. Different brands come 
at various price points to make giving 
easier on the budget.
Personal blender: Diet plays a big role 
in fitness, and many fitness enthusiasts 
enjoy protein shakes and smoothies as 
part of their daily regimen. A personal 
blender makes enough for a single bottle 
at a time. Some are designed so the 
blender tube is actually the receptacle 
that can be carried on the go.
Suspension training kit: Many work-
outs are based on counterbalancing 
body weight to drive up resistance. 
Suspension training, like the workouts 
from TRX, utilize a network of straps so 
athletes can put their body weight to use 
in a variety of exercises. A portable kit 
can be set up wherever it’s needed.
Dumbbell set: Weight training can boost 
metabolism and strengthen bones and 
muscles. When athletes can’t make it to 
the gym, a home set of dumbbells can 
ensure they still get their strength-training 
sessions in.
Workout bag: A durable duffel bag 
that can tote a change of clothes, towel, 
equipment, and more to and from work-
outs is a gift any fitness enthusiast can 
enjoy.
Outfitting fitness enthusiasts with the 
tools of the trade is a surefire way to pur-
chase a holiday-gift hit. 

Gift ideas for
fitness fans
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Gifting students with tech is 
a surefire way to help them 
with their educations. In 

a 2013 Harris Interactive poll, 86 
percent of teachers thought it was 
important or absolutely essential 
to use edtech in the classroom. In 
addition, 96 percent of teachers felt 
edtech increased student engage-
ment in learning. Today’s students 
are more tech-savvy than ever 
before, so hot gadgets figure to be 
coveted items this holiday season. 
Here’s what to add to holiday shop-
ping lists.
E-reader: Digital e-readers enable 
students to carry an entire library 
of books in one small device. Full 
backpacks or small dorm rooms 
bogged down by piles of books are 
a thing of the past. E-readers have 
highlighting and notetaking features 
that can facilitate learning.
Digital assistant: Digital assistants 
pack a lot of intelligence into their 
diminutive size. When paired with 
smart home devices, digital assis-
tants can be used to turn on lights or 
small appliances, making them an 
asset in a bedroom or a dorm room.
Smart bulbs or alarm clocks: The 
importance of lighting on mood and 
function has been well-documented. 
Innovative LED bulbs and technol-
ogy can simulate various times of 
day and even be used for mood 
lighting. Instead of waking up to a 
blaring alarm buzzer, students afraid 
of sleeping in can set special lighted 
clocks to gradually brighten, simulat-

ing the rising of the sun.
Streaming media players: Devices 
like Roku, Amazon Fire stick and 
Apple TV can broaden media hori-
zons. These players are paired with 
viewing apps (some free; others 
requiring subscriptions) that can do 
everything from stream TV, movies 
and music, and offer connectivity to 
the internet. They’re a boon when 
setting up a functional student spot 
for hanging out.
Earbuds: Students can never have 
enough quality earbuds for per-
sonal use or school study. Whether 
walking around campus listening to 
music, using a classroom chrome-
book or catching up on an audio-
book, earbuds are a must-have for 
modern students.
Digital tracking devices: Students 
can keep tabs on prized posses-
sions by using Bluetooth-enabled 
tracking devices, like TrackR. These 
plastic gadgets can be placed on 
or in items and paired with Android 
and iOS apps on smartphones. The 
user then locates the item through a 
locate network.
Computer workstation: Even 
though handheld digital devices are 
functional and in demand, a student 
can always use a quality laptop or 
desktop computer for writing papers 
or doing research.
Students can benefit from a world  
of tech this holiday season. It’s time 
to start shopping to secure the hot-
test items.

Technological gifts
    for students
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Video games have a strong and enduring fan 
base. Since their inception in the early 1970s, 
video games have been a popular component 

of personal recreation and culture. 
The Entertainment Software Association’s annual 
report says 65 percent of homes in the United States 
own a gaming device, while 48 percent own “a dedi-
cated game console.” The report also indicates con-
sumers spent $25.5 billion on gaming in 2015, with 
$16.5 billion on gaming content alone.
Although video games originated as arcade enter-
tainment and one- or two-player games that were 
enjoyed exclusively in one’s home, they’ve expanded 
to be technical wonders that can connect gamers 
with other fans from all around the globe. Today’s 
multiplayer online games feature participants from all 
walks of life who connect via their gaming consoles, 
computers, tablets, and smartphones.
The holiday season is a prime time to outfit gamers 

with new gear. When shopping for gifts for gamers, 
keep these suggestions in mind.
New console: Gamers have more console options 
than ever before. Shoppers can choose between 
the ultra-portable Nintendo Switch; the Xbox One X, 
which boasts 4K capability; and the PS4. For those 
who don’t know where to start, a console upgrade 
can be the way to go.
Controller charger: Video game controller chargers 
and docks can give renewed power to controllers. 
Thanks to a charger, controllers will always be pow-
ered up and at the ready when it’s time for hard  
core play.
Content gift card: Gift-givers can offer gift cards to 
favorite video game stores and online gaming con-
tent, including Steam. Steam is a digital distributor 
platform for PC gaming that also features social net-
working services.
Gaming headsets: The right headset can immerse 

gamers more fully in the sounds and actions of their 
favorite games. An attached microphone enables 
gamers to keep in contact with multiplayers.
Classic game cartridge system: Retro game sys-
tems enable classic game enthusiasts to plug in their 
old cartridges and output them to the TV over HDMI. 
Wireless controllers: If the console didn’t come with 
a wireless controller, it’s time to upgrade. Wireless 
versions enable players to move wherever they need 
to and not be restricted by the length of a cable.
Gaming keyboards: A gaming keyboard puts those 
who do the bulk of their gaming on PCs or streaming 
computer displays over TV in greater control.
Sound bar: Turn that action into impressive sound 
with a sound bar hooked up to the television. Built-in 
bass or a separate subwoofer can amplify the tone 
even further.
There are many options for getting coveted gifts for 
gamers this holiday season.

Holiday gift ideas for
  avid gamers
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Did you grab your L.O.L. 
Surprise dolls last year? 
What about Hatchimals the 

year before? Each year, a new 
crop of must-have toys surfaces. 
Smart shoppers who do their re-
search and prepare in advance of 
the holidays can grab these cov-
eted gifts. 
Each year, industry experts weigh 

in on which toys are sure to be hits 
with children and adults. This data 
can help shoppers become more 
informed consumers and may help 
prevent the last-minute rush when 
coveted gifts are already sold out 
and new stock is nowhere in sight. 
The following are some gifts chil-
dren may want to see wrapped and 
waiting under the tree this year.

Pomsies by Skyrocket 
These are fashionable plush pets 
for children to nurture. They’re 
adorable and designed to travel 
with children in a backpack or 
wrapped around kids’ wrists. The 
kitties can be played with in a one-
on-one setting and also have a 
mode for social play.

 for 2018
Hot toy List
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Adults are not 
the only ones 
enamored with 

spa experiences. 
An entire toy 

category has 
emerged to pamper 
children. According 
to predictions by 
Laurie Schacht, 

chief toy officer at 
Adventure Publishing 
Group and Toy Insider 

Mom, this year children 
will have various toys that 

tap into all of the senses 
on their holiday wish lists. 

Beauty and spa treatment 
products are primed to repre-
sent a growing niche of these 
toys. In addition to ready-made 

face masks and spa kits, chil-
dren can conduct their own kitchen science experi-
ments by making DIY bath bomb lotions and masks. 
These toys produce an aromatic relaxing treatment 
and give boys and girls hands-on practice combin-
ing ingredients and doing their own market research 
on the results. This provides cursory chemistry and 
manufacturing lessons that may serve them well later 
in life. 

Did You Know?
    Pampering toys:

Luvabella 
This is a life-like baby doll that features 
many of the same surprises that come 
with a real live infant. Realistic facial 
expressions and responses, as well as 
interactive accessories, can make this 
a true-to-life experience for young girls 
or boys.

Blind bag toys 
Children seemingly can’t get enough of 
collectible playthings that focus on the 
act of unboxing. The Toy Association 
says sales for collectible playthings 
grew by 14 percent globally in 2017. 
The act of removing a surprise from 
packaging is just as exciting as the 
toy itself. Expect to find many more of 
these types of collectibles this year.

Mecard 
This is a battle-action game from Mattel 
based on the Korean animated series 
“Turning Mecard.” Mecards are cars 
that transform into hero or villain action 
figures when they drive over a power-
charged card.

Think & Learn Code-a-Pillar 
This toy from Fisher-Price gives young-
sters an early introduction to STEM. 
They learn basic coding, planning and 
sequencing skills by connecting seg-
ments of a cute caterpillar. 

SelfieMic Selfie Stick Microphone 
Children who are into social media ka-
raoke apps can transform themselves 
into pop stars. They can sing along 

to their favorite tunes as a solo artist 
or with friends in a group. This device 
works in conjunction with the StarMaker 
singing app available for iOs and 
Android.

Slimy squishy toys 
These types of toys were a big hit in 
2017 and stand to remain big sellers 
this year. Make-your-own and premade 
versions of slime and squishy products 
are sure to be filling up the shelves 
of neighborhood stores. WeCool’s 
Squishy Like Slime is one option to 
keep an eye on.

K’NEX building sets 
These sets from K’NEX marry tangible 
building with interactive play. Once kids 
build the sets, which can include roller 
coasters and more, they can take them 
on a virtual reality ride.
These are just some of the hot toys and 
gifts that are primed as big sellers for 
this holiday season.
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25 W. Winter Street • Delaware, OH 43015 • 740.363.0290   funbooksandmore.com

Why drive when 
it’s all right here?
Excellent selection of children’s books 

from infant through young adult.  
Large selection of toys & games including  

ThinkFun, Blue Orange, GameWright, 
Crazy Aaron, Mindware, and MORE! 

SCIENCE KITS • ARTS & CRAFTS • LEARNING AIDS
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By the time they reach senior sta-
tus, many adults have amassed 
a ton of stuff along with their irre-

placeable knowledge. Come their golden 
years, grandparents and other aging 
loved ones probably don’t wneed much 
in the way of material possessions, 
which can make it challenging to find 
them holiday gifts. 
Finding great gifts for seniors may take a 
little more effort, but with these ideas at 

the ready, it’s likely gift-givers can make 
this holiday merry for everyone on their 
shopping lists.

Family photo memories
Many seniors love to talk about their 
life histories. What better way to be the 
catalyst for conversation than to cre-
ate a photo album that chronicles their 
lives? Photos can be included alongside 
historical documents, such as old school 

projects, military discharge papers, 
awards, and even genealogical informa-
tion. Photo puzzles, photo calendars and 
any home decor with a photo printed on 
it are variations on this theme.

Assistance gifts
Seniors want to remain as independent 
as possible. By giving items that help 
them do just that, you can bring smiles 
to their faces. 

One idea is motion-sensing light 
switches and fixtures. If and when nature 
calls in the middle of the night, hallways 
or bathrooms can be illuminated effort-
lessly. 
Shower and bathroom grab bars are an-
other idea. These provide extra security 
and stability when getting in and out of 
the shower or when using the toilet.
For seniors who just need a little extra 
reach, a grab tool can easily snag pack-
ages from a top shelf or pick up items 
that may have dropped to the floor, 
eliminating bending or straining.

Practical technology
Seniors may not be as immersed in 
technology as young people, but they 
purchase their share of gadgets and in-
creasingly rely on tech to get through the 
day. To free up more time for rest and 
relaxation, invest in an iRobot Roomba 
Robot Vacuum. This simple device will 
clean floors easily, moving from room to 
room without the need for a bulky canis-
ter or upright vacuum.
Consider an easy-to-use tablet, 
pre-loaded with handy applications. 
Grandparents can use video chatting  
to keep in touch with grandchildren living 
across the country. Easily refill prescrip-
tion medication with a pharmacy app  
just a click away. Stream favorite mov-
ies or channels through video stream-
ing sites, like Netflix or Amazon Prime. 
Tablets tend to be lightweight, portable 
and user-friendly.

Personal care
Even independent seniors may benefit 
from a little extra companionship and as-
sistance when family members are not 
able to make frequent visits. Hiring a vis-
iting care worker, who can do everything 
from organizing pills to making dinner 
to tackling some laundry, can provide 
the help seniors need with their daily er-
rands.
Seniors are a thriving and growing de-
mographic. It may seem challenging to 
purchase gifts for older loved ones, but 
with a little know-how, it’s easy to find 
the right present.

Gifts for 
seniors do 
not have to be 
a challenge 
to find. Many 
services and 
items will 
be ideal.

Great
gifts for 
beloved 
seniors
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The holiday season is an exciting time of year, 
and it is easy to get swept up in the decora-
tions, crowds and social engagements. Despite 

the joviality and revelry of the holiday season, there is 
also the potential to become a target of theft. Allstate 
Insurance says break-ins, package theft, online hack-
ing, and pick-pocketing incidences increase around 
this time of year. As a result, it’s imperative that cel-
ebrants exercise caution come the holiday season.

Stop the “porch pirates”
Shoppers are not the only ones eagerly awaiting the 
arrival of packages come the holiday season. Thieves 
are ready and waiting to snatch up items once they 
are delivered. Dubbed “porch pirates,” these crimi-
nals take packages off of porches when the delivery 
services leave them behind. According to a study by 
Blink, a video security company, residents of rural 
areas have a higher chance of being victimized by 
these crimes, which can occur anywhere. A 2016 
survey from InsuranceQuotes.com found that roughly 
one in 10 adults has had a package stolen from his or 

her home before they were able to open it.
To avoid such crimes, consider having packages  
sent to a business location where there are more 
people around to receive them or to a neighbor who 
is home all day. Other suggestions include requiring 
a signature through the shipping service upon deliver 
or requesting the package be dropped off in a con-
cealed area.

Be alert of your surroundings
While shopping in busy malls and other stores, keep 
track of the people close to you. Consider keeping 
credit cards and cash in an inside pocket rather than 
a back pocket or in a purse, which is more easily 
snatched. Exercise caution at ATM machines, guard-
ing PIN codes and retrieving and storing withdrawn 
funds quickly. When checking out at the store, ensure 
that your card never leaves your hand. Many retailers 
now have chip-imbedded card readers that enable 
customers to complete transactions without handing 
over their cards.

Check receipts and statements
Because digital theft and identity theft spike this 
time of year, be sure to cross-reference purchases 
made against banking and credit card statements 
frequently. Alert banking institutions to any fraudulent 
purchases immediately so you will not be responsi-
ble. Then have new cards issued and prior accounts 
closed. Shop from secured sites, and only use secure 
WiFi connections. 

Keep gifts and purchases out of sight
Do not leave bags in the back seat of a car in plain 
sight of thieves. Hide purchases in the trunk or under 
a cargo cover in an SUV or truck. Also, do not ad-
vertise what you’ve bought or received to thieves by 
leaving the empty boxes outside. That big-screen TV 
box is a big giveaway that you now have expensive 
electronics in the house.
Shoppers must be vigilant during the holiday season 
to avoid being victimized by thieves.

 Stay safe
this holiday season
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Gift giving in the work-
place can be chal-
lenging territory to 

navigate. And as anyone who 
has received an inappropriate 
gift or something that really 
wasn’t useful can attest, he or 
she probably doesn’t want to 
face a situation in which a gift 
leads to office gossip.  
According to a poll conducted 
by Harris, around half of 
workers plan to gift at least 
one business associate 
around the holidays but are 
confused about what to give. 
Too often it’s up to workers 
to navigate these etiquette 
minefields on their own, but 
the following tips can help the 
process go smoothly.
Keep it impersonal. 
Impersonal doesn’t mean 
it’s acceptable to grab any-
thing off the shelf. But the gift 
should not be something that 
would offend tastes or senti-
ments. Avoid clothing, per-

fume, jewelry, or accessories. 
Lotions and other scented 
items are also ill-advised. 
Skip your boss. Etiquette 
experts say that gifts should 
flow downward not upward 
in the realm of employment 
ranking. That means it’s best 
to stick with gifting colleagues 
who are on the same level as 
you. Buying a gift for the boss 
may look like you’re simply 
trying to score brownie points 
instead of offering a meaning-
ful gift.
Give group gifts. Rather than 
gifting individuals, it can be 
safer to give a group gift from 
which many can benefit. This 
can include coffee and pastries 
from a nearby bakery, or a 
bouquet of flowers to brighten 
up the office environment. 
Keep prices modest. Office 
giving is not about illustrat-
ing who can afford the most 
expensive gift. Remember, 
some people will not be 

able to reciprocate, and they 
shouldn’t feel uncomfortable 
for being on the receiving end 
of a lavish gift. 
Follow the rules. Gift ex-
changes should be cleared 
with supervisors or human re-
sources professionals. It pays 
to check if there are rules in 
place for gifting others.

Avoid cash gifts. Giving cash 
or checks is not a good idea. 
Money should only come by 
way of bonuses from higher-
ups. If you’re stuck on what to 
give, a gift card to a store that 
a coworker visits is acceptable.
Gifting at work is complicated, 
and certain etiquette should 
be followed so no lines are 
crossed. 

Workplace
gifting etiquette:
Get giving right

Navigating office 
gifting can be tricky. 
It’s important to 
avoid overly  
personal items.

Giving the gift of an experience is a rising trend,  
particularly among millennials. Harris research has determined 
that millennials (defined as people born between 1980 and 1996) highly 

value experiences, and they are increasingly spending time and money on them. Types of expe-
riences include athletic pursuits, cultural visits, concerts, social events, and various travel. The 
research goes on to say that more than three out of four millennials choose to spend money on 
a desirable experience instead of buying a product. And it’s not just millennials. Overall, con-
sumer spending has shifted in the last 10 to 15 years. HSBC bank chief economist Kevin Logan 
has said consumer spending on recreation, travel and eating out has been trending upward for 
more than a decade, while purchases of clothing and shoes as a share of discretionary spend-
ing has dropped. These trends can help drive purchases during holiday gift-giving. Gifts that are 
more experience-oriented may be more appreciated by their recipients.

Did you know?
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Quite a number of people 
take pleasure from find-
ing gifts under the tree 

and then having the opportu-
nity to tear open the wrapping 
paper and see which treasures 
are inside. But there also is a 
category of people who claim 
they have all they could ever 
need and want and insist that 
gifts are not necessary. In such 
instances, what are gift-givers 
to do?
Some people prefer to eschew 
gifts because they simply do 
not have the funds to recipro-
cate the generosity. Seniors 
may be reticent to accept gifts 
because they’ve already ob-
tained many things throughout 
their lives and could be at a 
point where they’re downsizing 
and simply do not need any 
more material things. Others 
could be overwhelmed with 
clutter and have decided that a 
minimalist approach is the way 
to go. A little investigation may 
be necessary to get to the root 

of the no-gift mindset and then 
gift-givers can decide whether 
they should buy a loved one a 
gift or find another way to show 
how much they car.
Offer something handmade. 
Gifts come in all shapes and 
forms, and handmade gifts — 
particularly the consumable 
kind — won’t take up space 
and can show just how much 
you care. Craft a personalized 
batch of wine, bake a cher-
ished family recipe, develop a 
uniquely scented bath fizzy, or 
harness another creative tal-
ent you may have. If the gift is 
handmade, there is a bigger 
chance it will be received with 
grace, even from someone 
who is reluctant to receive gifts.
Give new life to a cherished 
item. Think about an item  
that may be a loved one’s most 
prized possession. Perhaps it 
is a porcelain doll from child-
hood or a photograph that  
can use reframing? Offer to 
have such an item repaired or 

restored if it’s starting to show 
its age.
Offer an experience as a gift. 
Research from Harris says 
three-quarters of millennials 
prefer experiences over mate-
rial items, and are spending 
more on travel, cultural events 
and dining out than objects. 
Even people who are reluctant 
to receive gifts may appreciate 
the gift of an experience that 
can broaden their horizons.
Explore useful gifts. These 
types of gifts may include gift 
cards to a frequently used su-
permarket, membership to a fit-
ness center or even enrollment 
in a roadside assistance club. 
A subscription to a streaming 
movie service also is a great 
and useful gift.
Gift of company. Sometimes 
the best present is the gift of 
one’s presence. If a recipient 
really wants nothing, perhaps 
an evening spent together in 
one another’s company will 
make a great gift.

 Holiday giving
for reluctant recipients
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CODE: 
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Specials & Coupons are limited time. Participating locations only cannot be combined 
with other offers. Price does not include delivery charge or taxes (varies by location). 
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TheHairStudioandSpa.com

33. N. Sandusky 
740.369.8214

Purchase Standard 
Gift Certificates 

online at

A Holiday That She’ll Love
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Few things compare to seeing the joy on a child's 
face upon opening a holiday gift. Many adults 
remember holiday gifts they received as children, 

and holiday shoppers often try to look for gifts that will 
be just as memorable to the special youngsters in  
their lives.
Shoppers might have kids' smiles on their minds  
when holiday shopping, but it's just as important to 
focus on safety when buying gifts for children. Pre- 
vent Blindness®, an organization devoted to ensuring 
everyone enjoys healthy vision from infancy through 
adulthood, offers the following tips to toy buyers who 

want to make sure they give safe gifts to kids this  
holiday season.

· Read all warnings and instructions on the box. 
Before taking a toy to the check out line, give the 
packaging a thorough read-through, paying particular 
attention to product warnings and instructions. Such 
warnings are designed to keep kids safe. When buying 
toys online, only purchase toys that include the warn-
ings within the product description.
· Purchase age-appropriate toys. Kids' toys come with 

age recommendations, which are typically listed on the 
front of the packaging. Stick to these recommendations. 
Kids might not have the ability to use toys designed for 
older children, and such toys might not be safe for them 
to use, so it's always best to stick to the age guidelines.
· Avoid certain toys. Toys with sharp or rigid points, 
spikes, rods, or dangerous edges can pose a threat 
to youngsters. Avoid such toys, opting for toys with 
rounded and/or dull edges instead.
· Stick to sturdy toys. Kids do not often treat their toys 
delicately. Toys will be dropped or thrown, so choose 
sturdy toys that can withstand being dropped or thrown 
without breaking into tiny pieces. Tiny shards can pose 
a choking hazard to curious youngsters.
· Purchase toys with the ASTM designation. ASTM 
International is an international standards organization 
that develops and publishes voluntary consensus tech-
nical standards for a wide range of products, including 
toys. Prevent Blindness notes that toys with the letters 
ASTM on the packaging have been tested and met the 
toy standards set for by ASTM.
· Avoid toys with parts that shoot or fly off. These 
types of toys can damage the eyes and lead to other 
accidents or injuries.

How to be certain 
you’re buying safe toys 
this holiday season
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HAPPY
thanksgivingthanksgiving

                      From all of us at 
Leroy’s Service Center, 

we wish you a

40 E. Central St   Delaware

740 369-9168

Thursdays-Sundays 6-10pm 

Marion County Fairgrounds 

Open  11/22 - 12/9 

Open Every Night 
Thurs 12/13-Tues 12/25  6-10pm 

       Marion County Fairgrounds    220 E. Fairground St. Marion, Ohio  43302 

   $6 /CAR 
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$35 /BUS 

740.382.2558 Marioncountyfairgrounds.com 
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Sports fans are passionate about 
their favorite sports and favorite 
teams. Perhaps nowhere is that 

passion more evident than in how much 
sports fans are spending to attend sport-
ing events.
A 2017 study from CreditCards.com 
found that American consumers spent 
$56 billion to attend sporting events 
over the year prior to the study being 
conducted. But sports fans weren’t just 
paying to see their favorite sports, but to 
participate in them as well. In the  
12-month span covered by the study, 
sports lovers spent $33 billion on athletic 
equipment.
Holiday shoppers no doubt have one or 
two sports fans and/or athletes on their 

shopping lists. The following sports-
related gifts might be just the thing such 
loved ones are hoping to find under the 
tree this holiday season.

· Tickets: For diehard sports fans, few 
things can rival the thrill of seeing a fa-
vorite team in person. But sports tickets 
don’t come cheap, especially for fans 
who want to take their families to the 
game. Data from TeamMarking.com indi-
cates that the average cost for a family of 
four to attend a National Football League 
game in 2016 was $502.84, while the 
same family spent roughly $220 that year 
to attend a Major League Baseball game. 
Those costs include food, beverages, 
parking, and apparel. Holiday shoppers 

can soften the blow of attending a game 
with the family by purchasing the tickets.
· Apparel: Watch a ballgame on televi-
sion and it might seem as if every fan 
in the stands is decked out in the home 
team’s colors. That’s not an illusion, as 
a 2018 survey from Statista found that 
more than 13 percent of sports fans 
spent $500 or more on sports apparel in 
2017. Jerseys, hats, scarves, and outer-
wear are sure to please sports fans who 
want to showcase the love they have for 
their favorite teams.
· Streaming service/television pack-
ages: Sports fans live all over the globe, 
and many do not live within the television 
markets of their favorite teams. That can 
make it difficult, but not impossible, for 

sports fans to watch their favorite teams. 
Streaming services such as MLB.TV and 
NFL Sunday Ticket.TV (also available 
through DirecTV as NFL Sunday Ticket) 
enable fans to watch their favorite teams 
regardless of where they live.
· Gear: For the sports fan who’s more 
than just a spectator but a participant 
as well, gear such as golf clubs, mitts, 
bats, or whatever else is necessary to 
participate in his or her favorite sport is 
sure to please this holiday season. Some 
sports, such as golf and rock climbing, 
may require an intimate knowledge of a 
loved one’s game and skill level. In such 
instances, shoppers can simply buy gift 
cards to retailers that cater to athletes 
who participate in specific sports.

Great gifts for sports fans
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Welcome to our 
diner...a place people 
call HOME!
Stop in and pick up gift cards  

for your holiday giving.

16 North Sandusky Street   |   Delaware  |   740.369.3850
hamburgerinndiner.com   •   facebook.com/thehamburgerinn

Visit us on  Facebook for details 
on our Annual Community

Thanksgiving Dinner!
Visit us on  FVisit us on  F

740.726.2616  I  Open 7 Days  
100 Norton Rd., Waldo, OH

WE SELL - BUY - TRADE
GUNS - AMMO - SCOPES - KNIVES

MUZZLELOADERS - ARCHERY
LIVE BAIT - TACKLE

IN BUSINESS 
SINCE 1968

PUBLIC ARCHERY RANGE
1 MILE FROM STORE

nortonsportinggoods.com

WE SELL - BUY - TRADE

Celebrating 50 years in business!

STOP IN SAT. NOV. 24TH FOR 
CUSTOMER APPRECIATION DAY!

FREE FOOD (11am-2pm)
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WHITNEY INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.
David Morris, J.D.   |   Bob Morris

Delaware • 740.362.5601
560 Sunbury Road Suite 7 • PO Box 365

Sunbury • 740.965.1199 
38 E. Cherry Street • PO Box 387 

Call us today for your insurance needs
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pjsfamilyrestaurant.com

Sunbury
571 W. Cherry St.
740.965.2000
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Tradition is a hallmark of the holiday season. 
Religious services, family gatherings and trips to 
see Santa Claus are just a few of the many tradi-

tions people adhere to during the holiday season.
Many holiday shoppers also adhere to the time-hon-
ored tradition of last-minute shopping. The perfect gift 
can sometimes prove elusive, especially as the sand 
in the holiday hour glass keeps dwindling. These last-
minute gift ideas may be just what shoppers need to 
put smiles on the faces of their loved ones this holi-
day season.

· Books: Books are often overlooked, especially now 
that so many readers use e-readers. But books can 
be an ideal gift and especially convenient for last-
minute shoppers, who can even gift e-books. For 

example, Amazon, which has thousands of e-books 
in its online library, makes it easy for shoppers to gift 
e-books to Kindle users, who will simply receive an 
email on Christmas morning informing them that their 
books are ready to be downloaded to their devices.
· Experiences: A 2017 survey by the global research 
firm NPD Group found that roughly 40 percent of 
holiday shoppers planned to give experiences as gifts 
last year. Experience gifts open up a host of possibili-
ties for last-minute shoppers stuck on what to give 
those loved ones who seemingly have it all.
· Food/beverage: Television channels such as The 
Food Network have changed the way many people 
look at food. When gifting the family foodie, last-min-
ute shoppers may not need to look further than the 
latest hotspot restaurant or specialty grocery store for 

the perfect gift. Take them out for a night on the town 
or give a gift card they can use at their convenience. 
The craft beer boom has created a host of devoted 
and knowledgeable beer drinkers, so a gift card or 
growler from a local craft brewery is sure to please 
people who love hoisting frosty pints.
· Streaming service subscriptions: Many people 
are cutting the cord with their cable companies in 
favor of streaming services such as Netflix and Hulu. 
Subscriptions to such services can make ideal and 
affordable holiday gifts. A six-month or yearlong sub-
scription likely won't break shoppers' budgets and will 
provide months of entertainment to loved ones.

Last-minute holiday shopping is easier than ever, es-
pecially for shoppers willing to think outside the box.

Great last-minute

  gift ideas


