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• MULCH On Sale from $16.50/yard
• COMPOST Now Available in Bags
• SOIL Start Your Own Garden!
• STONE  57’s, 411’s, Sand
• OPEN Monday - Saturday
• DELIVERY AVAILABLE

Soft, spongy lawns may be 
indicative of various problems 
underfoot that occur relatively sight 

unseen. Barring a septic system backup 
or considerable flooding, insects or 
animals may be to blame. 
In many areas, burrowing wildlife can 
wreak havoc on landscapes. Identifying 
which critter is causing the damage helps 
homeowners develop the most effective 
solutions to issues involving wildlife.
Moles
Moles will spend much of their lives 
underground, rarely coming up to the 
surface. They spend their days digging 
long tunnels from their dens in search 
of grubs, earthworms and tuber plants 
all year long. Moles can be gray, black, 
brown, or gold and will be between six 
and eight inches in length. Their wide 
front feet are designed for excavating, 
and moles have very small eyes and 
angular snouts. 

Many times moles are to blame for  zig-
zagging lines across a yard. Channels 
are typically dug between five to eight 
inches below the surface of the soil, 
according to the home and garden 
resource site Hunker. The tunnels are 
only about 1.5 inches in diameter and one 
may see small molehills of excavated soil 
in areas around the yard. Mole tunnels 
can be followed through the yard thanks 
to the appearance of elevated ridges on 
the surface of the soil.

Voles
Even though their name is similar, voles 
look nothing like moles. They are also 
known by the name meadow mice and 
look more like mice than they do moles 
or gophers. Voles are small as well and 
primarily feed on foliage and plant roots. 
It can take a trained eye to differentiate 
between holes created by moles and 
voles, but foliage eaten around an entry 
or exit hole suggests the presence 
of voles. Unlike moles, voles don’t 
create soil masses on the surfaces of 
landscapes, which can make recognizing 
infestations more difficult.

Groundhogs, gophers, prairie dogs
Groundhogs, gophers and prairie dogs 
also are burrowing rodents. These 
rodents are larger than moles and 
voles. Groundhogs, also known as 
woodchucks, are the largest of the 
group, followed by prairie dogs and 
gophers. 

Prairie dogs tend to be more social than 
groundhogs and gophers and may be 
seen congregating together. Gophers 
tend to stay below ground and will pull 
food into their burrows, says the Florida-
based A Wildlife Whisperer. Groundhogs 
often stretch their subterranean tunnels 
to dens, which they may like to set up 
under backyard sheds or other protected 
areas. Groundhogs’ size and desire to 
forage and eat their fill above-ground 
often make them easy to spot.

Once the animal doing the burrowing 
has been identified, homeowners can 
begin removing food sources and 
altering conditions to make their yards 
less critter-friendly. In the instance of 
moles, using a grub-killer can diminish 
their numbers. Wire mesh fences 
buried underground can deter digging 

into garden beds. Homeowners who 
are vigilant about disrupting burrows 
and tunnels may encourage rodents to 
relocate. 

If burrowing wildlife prove problematic, 
homeowners can work with professional 
exterminators to assess the situation.

Moles, voles and gophers: How burrowing wildlife 
can damage your lawn and garden

Several types of burrowing animals 
can disturb landscapes.
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Foodies find it hard to beat 
vine-ripened tomatoes 
plucked right out of a 

garden. Other edibles, such 
as fresh lettuce for a small 
luncheon salad or a 
handful of fresh parsley 
right out of a pot to 
add to a marinade, 
also add a lot to 
meals. 
The convenience and 
flavor of freshly grown 
edibles propels many 
home gardeners to 
grow produce and 
herb gardens in their 
yards. But those short 
on outdoor space 
may be happy to learn that many 
edibles grow equally as well indoors as 
outdoors.
Many people maintain comfortable 
temperatures between 70 and 75 F in 
their homes all year long, which can be 
the ideal condition for growing an array 
of edibles no matter the season. For 
those with homes that receive ample 
sunlight (or if homeowners are willing to 
supplement with artifical light), growing 
conditions can be even stronger. An 
indoor garden can comprise as much 
space as a homeowner is willing to 
devote. Shelving can maximize vertical 
areas and enable gardeners to include 
even more planting room. 
Keep these tips in mind when cultivating 
indoor edible gardens.
Tomatoes: Tomatoes should be 
reserved for the sunniest spot in a 
home or one where additional UV light 
can be used. Tomatoes will need pots 
or containers that are roughly six inches 
deep with ample drainage. Keep in 
mind that tomatoes grown indoors will 
be smaller than outside fruits, and you 
may want to consider plum or cherry 
tomato varieties.
Cucumbers: For those fresh salad 
mixes, cucumbers can be grown 
indoors in large pots so they can have 
space to develop. Be sure to put a 

climbing structure in the pot so that vines 
can grow vertically, and place cucumbers 
in a sunny, warm location.
Carrots: Natural Living Ideas says that 
if you have between four and five hours 
of bright sunlight per day and deep pots 
with loose, well-draining soil, you can 
cultivate carrots indoors. Carrots prefer 
cooler spots for sweet yields. Plus, carrot 
greens can make for attractive indoor 
decorations.
Microgreens: Swiss chard, basil, dill, 
kale, and other greens can provide 
nutrient-dense additions to any meals. 
These plants do not require a lot of depth 
to a container and can thrive on a sunny 
windowsill in a room that’s between 60 
and 70 F. 
Scallions: These plants of the onion 
family add flavor to many recipes. When 
scallions are grown at home, gardeners 
can snip off the greens 
as needed. Choose deep pots so 
the scallions can establish strong 
root systems.
Turnips: Large, deep pots are needed 
to grow turnips, says Loyal Gardener. 
You can grow them from seeds and be 
harvesting turnips in about two months.
Homeowners or apartment dwellers can 
experiment with different types of edibles 
indoors. The result can be fresh foods no 
matter the season.

Hydroponic gardening can change 
people’s perceptions of what’s 
needed to grow vibrant plants. 

Rather than soil, all you may need for 
a hydroponic garden is water to grow a 
variety of healthy, strong plants.
Although it seems like a futuristic 
concept, hydroponics — or growing 
plants without soil — actually dates back 
many centuries. The hanging Gardens 
of Babylon and The Floating Gardens of 
China are two of the earliest examples 
of hydroponics. 
According to Fullbloom Hydroponics, 
hydroponic gardening is a method 
of growing plants in a water-based, 
nutrient-rich solution. Instead of soil, 
roots are supported by an inert material, 
such as pellets, perlite, or vermiculite. 
Some people use coconut fiber, sand 
or gravel as well. The key is that the 
substance not supply any additional 
nutrition to the plant. In some instances, 
the roots grow in water alone.
Hydroponics works so well because 
the person doing the gardening can 
directly control the nutrients, oxygen 
and light according to what the plant 
needs. A nutrition-based water delivery 
system delivers food to the roots in a 
highly soluble form, rather than the roots 
having to search through the soil and 
extract the same nutrients. Absorbing 
food with very little effort means the 
plant can divert its energy to growing 
and flower production. 
This method of no-soil growth can be 
used just about anywhere. Although 
it has not yet edged out traditional 
farming methods, hydroponics is 
gaining popularity among entrepreneurs 
and hobbyists. An added attraction 
to hydroponics is its efficiency. The 
gardening resource Maximum Yield says 
hydroponics is ideal where traditional 
farming is not an option, such as in 
large cities where there is little to no 
access to agriculturally amenable land. 

Hydroponics can even be merged 
with vertical farming methods, helping 
to save space and increase output. 
Hydroponic gardens can be placed 
anywhere there is access to water and 
natural or simulated sunlight. Empty 
warehouses, rooftops, old shipping 
containers, and much more can be 
turned into hydroponic garden locations 
with minimal effort.
Scientists say that there can be drastic 
differences in growth rates and yield 
from hydroponic and soil plants. The 
group Greentrees Hydroponics says 
the growth rate for a hydroponic plant 
can be 30 to 50 percent faster than 
a soil plant grown under the same 
conditions. Environmentalists tout that 
hydroponic gardening is also beneficial 
to the environment because the plants 
require considerably less water than 
those produced with soil gardening 
and require fewer pesticides or other 
amendments to thrive.
Hobbyists looking to dabble in 
hydroponics can find many different 
hydroponic systems on the market 
today, in an array of prices and sizes. 
Wicking, ebb and flow, aeroponics, 
nutrient film, and deepwater culture are 
different hydroponic systems, each with 
their own advantages. Once gardeners 
get the knack of hydroponics, they may 
not want to turn back to traditional soil 
gardening again.

Building a 
hydroponic 
garden

Experiment with 
growing edibles indoors

Smaller varieties of tomatoes can do 
quite well when grown indoors in the right 
conditions.
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Homeowners who take pride in 
their properties may be alarmed to 
notice seemingly spotted leaves on 

their trees. Such spots may be indicative 
of a condition known as leaf spot.
In spite of its appearance, leaf spot is 
often harmless. According to the Missouri 
Botanical Garden, leaf spot is a term used 
to describe a number of diseases that 
can affect the foliage of ornamentals and 
shade trees. Often caused by fungi that 
can spread thanks to wind and/or spring 
rains, leaf spot also may be a byproduct of 
bacteria. As unsightly as leaf spot can be, 
the Missouri Botanical Garden advises that 
established plants will only be adversely 
affected by leaf spot if defoliation occurs 
three or more years in a row.
While leaf spot is often harmless, 
homeowners should still learn to recognize 
it and document its presence to ensure it 
does not become a long-term problem.

How to recognize 
leaf spot
Because leaf spot is an umbrella term that 
refers to various diseases, its symptoms 
can vary depending on which type of leaf 
spot is affecting a tree.

Spots: The spots of leaf spot vary in size 
and color depending on the plant, the 
organism that’s affecting it and the stage 
of development. Spots are typically brown, 
but can be tan or black 
as well.
Margins: Another sign of leaf spot is 
the presence of concentric rings or dark 
margins on the leaves around the infected 
areas.
Black dots: If fungus is the cause of the 
leaf spot, the fungal bodies may appear as 
black dots in the spots. These dots may 
be within the rings or in 
central clusters.
Yellow leaves: Some leaves that are 
infected with leaf spot turn yellow and drop 
prematurely.
If leaf spots are not noticed immediately, 
they may gradually combine to form large 
blotches. 

How to address leaf spot
Leaf spot does not necessarily need to 
be addressed. As the Missouri Botanical 
Garden notes, many trees tolerate leaf 
spot and suffer little to no damage. In 
addition, the University of Minnesota 
Extension notes that the majority of 

leaf spot diseases affect only a small 
percentage of infected trees’ overall leaf 
area and are only minimal stressors on the 
trees.
But homeowners who want to address leaf 
spot can take certain steps to do so.
Remove infected leaves. As infected 
leaves fall, homeowners can remove 
them so the spores that caused the initial 
infection cannot be blown onto healthy 
leaves and spread the disease.
Remove dead twigs. Removing dead 
twigs also can help get rid of spores that 
can contribute to infection.
Change watering techniques. When 
watering trees, homeowners who want to 
prevent leaf spot or stop it from spreading 
can avoid overhead watering, instead 
using soaker hoses. Watering early in the 
day also can give foliage ample time to dry 
off before nightfall.
Prune plants. Pruning plants promotes 
healthy air circulation and reduces 
crowding, which can help keep foliage dry, 
making trees less vulnerable to leaf spot.
As unsightly as it can appear, leaf spot 
is often harmless. But homeowners can 
take steps to prevent it and stop it from 
spreading to healthy leaves.

Leaves are 
susceptible 
to disease that 
can lead to 
defoliation.

Leaf spot is a term used to 
describe various diseases 
that affect the foliage of 

ornamentals and shade trees. 
According to the Missouri Botanical 
Garden, the majority of instances 
of leaf spot are caused by fungi, 
though some are the result of 
bacteria. While leaf spot can 
contribute to some defoliation in 
a plant, the Missouri Botanical 
Garden notes that established 
plants can tolerate near-complete 
defoliation if it occurs late in the 
season or less frequently than 
every year. However, small trees 
or those that are newly planted 
are more vulnerable to damage 
resulting from defoliation than 
established trees. Damage from 
leaf spot tends to occur in the 
spring, when wet weather and wind 
splashes and blows spores from 
fungi onto newly emerging leaves. 
The spores 
then germinate in the wet leaves, 
ultimately infecting them.

Did you know?

Recognizing and 
addressing leaf spot
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3 ways
to use your lawn 
to improve curb appeal

Returns on home improvement 
projects vary. In its annual Cost 
vs. Value Report, Remodeling 

magazine notes the projects that yield 
the best returns on investment in a given 
year. But a host of factors, including 
the type of market (buyers’ or sellers’) 
and the region where the home is being 
sold, ultimately combine to determine 
if homeowners’ investments in home 
improvement projects will provide the 
returns they were hoping for.
Though there’s no way of guaranteeing 
a home improvement project will yield 
a great return, real estate professionals 
often cite improving curb appeal as an 
excellent way to attract prospective 
buyers and potentially get the asking 
price or more when selling the home. 
Improving curb appeal makes even 
more sense in today’s real estate 
market, when many people do their own 
searching via real estate websites such 
as Trulia or Zillow. When using such 

sites, buyers will likely be less inclined to 
click on a listing if exterior photos of the 
property are not eye-catching.
Various projects, including tending to 
lawns and gardens, can improve curb 
appeal. An added benefit to focusing 
on landscaping to improve curb appeal 
is it promotes spending time outdoors 
in spring and summer. In addition, 
many lawn- and garden-related home 
improvement projects need not require 
professional expertise.

1. Maintain a lush green lawn. 
Lawns that fall into disrepair may not 
give buyers a correct impression about 
how homeowners maintained their 
homes. Lawns with multiple dead spots 
and grass that appears more brown 
than green may lead many buyers to 
assume that the home’s interior was 
equally ill-cared for. Maintaining lush 
green lawns is not as difficult as it may 
seem. Applying fertilizer and aerating at 

the appropriate times of year (this varies 
by region) can promote strong roots and 
healthy soil, making it easier for grass 
to survive harsh conditions like drought. 
When watering in summer, do so in early 
morning or evening so as little water is 
lost to evaporation as possible.

2. Address brown patch. 
Even well-maintained lawns can fall 
victims to brown spots. According to the 
lawn care professionals at TruGreen, 
lawns in regions with hot temperatures 
and high humidity can be infected with 
brown patch, a common lawn disease 
that is caused by fungus, which can 
produce circular areas of brown, dead 
grass surrounded by narrow, dark rings.  
Penn State’s College of Agricultural 
Sciences notes that removing dew that 
collects on grass leaves each morning, 
which can be accomplished by mowing 
or dragging a water hose across affected 
areas, can be an effective way to reduce 
brown patch. Homeowners without 

much lawn care experience can consult 
professional landscapers to address 
the issue. But those looking to sell their 
properties should note that buyers often 
walk the grounds of homes they are 
considering buying. So addressing any 
issues on the lawn should be a priority 
for sellers.

3. Confine dogs to certain areas.
Dog owners may want to let their 
pets roam free in their yards. But 
homeowners about to put their properties 
up for sale may want to confine their 
four-legged friends to certain areas. 
That’s because dog urine can be high 
in nitrogen. Nitrogen itself is not harmful 
to lawns, but in high concentrations it 
can contribute to yellow or brown spots. 
Also, highly acidic dog urine may even 
adversely affect pH levels in the soil.
Curb appeal can go a long way toward 
helping homeowners sell their homes, 
and a lush lawn can be used to catch the 
eye of prospective buyers.
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Mulch is available in various 
forms. Like other land and 
garden products, mulch 

can go a long way toward helping 
plants thrive. 
Mulch comprises just about any 
material that is spread over the surface 
of soil. Its purpose is primarily to help 
soil retain moisture. In addition, mulch 
can staunch weed growth, keep soil 
cool, improve the aesthetics of garden 
beds, and even improve soil nutrient 
composition. When the right mulch is 
chosen, it can reduce the amount of 
time homeowners spend watering 
and weeding their gardens and 
insulate plants from dramatic 
changes in weather.
Gardeners may not realize that mulch 
also can prevent garden soil from 
becoming overly compacted, according 
to HGTV. This can mean beneficial 
earthworms can move easily through 
the soil, creating channels for water 
and depositing their nutrient-rich waste 
products.
Gardeners can choose organic or 
inorganic mulch. Organic mulches are 
derived from natural materials that will 
decompose over time, lending organic 
matter as well as various nutrients to 
the soil. Organic mulches also may  
contain beneficial microorganisms 
that can fight against plant diseases. 
Inorganic mulches may be made of 
stones, landscape fabrics and plastic. 
Both types will need to be amended or 
replaced as they degrade. Those 
who want the most environmentally-
friendly mulching materials can 
choose all-natural mulches instead of 
synthetic alternatives.
To work effectively, mulch should be 
applied in a two- to three-inch layer of 
material, state the experts at Old World 
Garden Farms. This is the ideal amount 
to retain soil moisture and suppress 
weed growth without choking plants. 
Also, mulch that is too thick may make 
it impossible for water to penetrate, or 
it may prevent the soil from airing out, 
causing continuously wet conditions 
that lead to root and stem rot.

The University of Connecticut Home & 
Garden Education Center says mulch 
should not be placed directly against 
plant crowns or tree bases, as this can 
promote the development of disease. 
It may also serve as a habitat for bark- 
and stem-eating rodents. The center 
also suggests watering newly installed 
bark or wood mulches to prevent 
fungi from colonizing in dry mulch and 
causing problems like a water-repellent 
surface on the mulch.
Home landscapers considering mulch 
types may find that compost, manure 
and grass clippings (from nonpesticide-
treated lawns) can be inexpensive and 
versatile in garden beds. The home 
advice site The Spruce notes that 
newspaper may also be effective. Many 
newspapers have switched over to 
organic dyes, especially for their black 
and white sections. Newspapers are an 
inexpensive way to suppress weeds and 
act like organic mulch in beds. They can 
be covered with other organic mulch, 
like shredded bark, for more visual 
appeal.
Mulch can be a versatile asset when 
doing gardening projects around home 
landscapes. And the benefits are more 
than just aesthetic.

Gardening enthusiasts may have 
been thinking about their landscape 
plans throughout the winter, eager 

to once again get their hands dirty with 
soil. Whether a home gardener is making 
preparations for edible crops or beautiful 
flowers, he or she must take time to make 
the soil amenable to planting. To establish 
hearty, durable plants, gardeners can 
focus on three main areas: addressing 
soil composition, cultivating and adding 
nutrients.

Soil composition
Many gardeners prefer growing a variety of 
plants in their gardens. Such an approach 
requires taking inventory of the type 
of soil in one’s garden and making the 
necessary modifications so that the types 
of vegetables, herbs, shrubs, or flowers 
that will be planted can grow in strongly. 
In fact, according to the plant company 
Proven Winners, the most important step to 
developing good roots is preparing the soil.
Take a sample of the soil and examine it 
to see what is present. If the soil is too full 
of clay, too sandy, too dense, or too loose, 
that can lead to problems where plants 
cannot grow in strong. Work with a garden 
center to add the right soil amendments to 
make a rich soil. This may include organic 
compost or manure, which will also add 
nutrients to the soil. 

Cultivation
Cultivating the soil can involve different 
steps. Removal of weeds, errant rocks, 
roots, and other items will help prepare the 

soil. Mother Earth News suggests working 
on garden soil when the soil is damp but 
never wet; otherwise, garden soil can 
become messy and clumpy. Use a digging 
fork or shovel to lightly turn the soil when 
it’s mostly dry. Gentle tillings also can open 
up the soil to incorporate the nutritional 
amendments and relieve compaction that 
likely occurred from freezing temps and 
snow pressure. Tilling also helps with 
drainage and oxygen delivery to roots. The 
DIY Network suggests turning over soil at 
a depth 
of 12 inches to work the soil — about 
the length of a shovel spade. However, 
the resource Earth Easy says that 
existing garden beds have a complex soil 
ecosystem and simply top-dressing with 
compost or manure 
can be enough preparation for planting. 
Gardeners can experiment with the 
methods that work best for their gardens.

Nutrition
Testing the pH and the levels of certain 
nutrients in the soil, namely nitrogen, 
phosphorous and potassium, will give 
gardeners an idea of other soil additions 
that may be needed. Soils with a pH below 
6.2 often can benefit from the addition of 
lime several weeks before planting. Soil 
tests will determine just how much fertilizer 
to add to the soil. Complete fertilizers 
will have equal amounts of nitrogen, 
phosphorous and potassium. Individual 
fertilizers can amend the soil with only 
these nutritional elements that are needed. 
Top-dressing empty beds with a layer of 
mulch or compost can prevent weed growth 
and preserve moisture until it is time to 
plant. If existing shrubs or plants are in 
garden beds, use more care so as not to 
disturb roots or dig too deeply. 
Preparing garden beds takes some effort 
initially, but can be well worth the work 
when plants flourish throughout the growing 
season.

Begin preparing garden bed 
soil early for new plants.

Preparing garden beds 
for spring and beyond

The basics of mulching
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Time spent in the backyard on 
spring and summer afternoons 
and evenings  contributes heavily 

to the popularity of these times of year. 
Many homeowners go to great lengths 
to make their outdoor living spaces 
as luxurious as possible, only to be 
bothered by uninvited and bothersome 
guests: mosquitoes.
Mosquitoes are not just pesky nuisances, 
but they’re also harmful. According to the 
American Mosquito 
Control Association, 
more than one 
million people across 
the globe die from 
mosquito-borne 
diseases every year. 
Such diseases include 
malaria, dengue, 
yellow fever, West 
Nile virus, and the 
Zika virus.
The AMCA notes 
that many of the 
diseases transmitted 
by mosquitoes can 
be linked to travel to 
endemic areas. But 
mosquitoes in North America can still be 
harmful, and bites may result in severe 
skin irritation through an allergic reaction 
to mosquito saliva. 
Homeowners can employ several 
measures to prevent mosquitoes from 
invading 
their backyards this spring 
and summer.
Remove standing water. Stagnant 
water is an ideal breeding ground for 
mosquitoes, so homeowners must 
be diligent in their efforts to remove 
standing water around their properties. 
Mosquitoes can breed in bird baths, 
pets’ water bowls and empty plant pots 
that collect rain water. Routinely tipping 
these items and refilling them with fresh 
water can prevent mosquito infestations, 
protecting both humans and pets alike.
Inspect property for hidden pockets 
of water. While bird baths, pet bowls 
and kiddie pools are easy to find, 
homeowners may be unknowingly 
hosting mosquito breeding grounds 

elsewhere on their properties. For 
example, tarps used to cover pools, 
automobiles or grills that are not tightly 
secured can fold up, creating pockets 
where rain water can collect and give 
mosquitoes somewhere to breed. 
Mosquitoes also may use gutters to 
breed, so homeowners should routinely 
inspect and clean their gutters during 
spring and summer. 

Keep a well-manicured lawn. Well-
manicured lawns are less likely to 
be breeding grounds for mosquitoes. 
Because water plays such a crucial 
role in the mosquito breeding process, 
it’s necessary that all potential water 
sources in a yard be removed. Fallen 
leaves that are not removed and pockets 
of soil beneath trees and plants can 
collect rain water or water from lawn 
sprinklers, which can be just enough for 
mosquitoes to breed. 
Use fans. Consumer Reports tested the 
efficacy of oscillating pedestal fans to 
keep mosquitoes from invading decks 
and patios and found that such fans cut 
mosquito landings by 45 to 65 percent 
for those sitting closest to the fans. 
When hosting backyard barbecues, 
homeowners can set up several such 
fans on their decks and patios to keep 
mosquitoes at bay.
Mosquitoes are unwelcome guests come 
spring and summer. But homeowners 
can take steps to increase the likelihood 
that their properties stay mosquito-free.

How to banish 
mosquitos from your yard

Gardening 
during a drought

Succulents are good drought-tolerant plants 
to include in landscape designs.

During the early and oftentimes 
rain-drenched days of spring, it 
can seem like there may never 

be a time when plants will struggle to 
get their share of water. But drought 
can affect any area, and arid climates in 
particular. Ensuring gardens can survive 
drought takes patience and forethought.
Drought can be particularly troubling for 
avid gardeners because it can wreak 
havoc on lawns and gardens. In addition 
to causing changes in the physical 
appearance, including wilted, dried out 
leaves and stalks, drought can weaken 
the integrity of plants. This makes plants 
more susceptible to disease and attacks 
from plant-preying insects, according to 
Better Homes & Gardens. In addition, it 
can take years for plants to recover from 
drought. 
So what can gardeners do? While they 
may not be able to prevent damage to 
plants from drought, gardeners are not 
helpless.
Water well infrequently. Get plants used 
to a thorough watering every week or 
every other week. This will help develop 
strong, deep roots rather than shallow 
ones that will need frequent watering to 
thrive.
Choose drought-tolerant plants. 
Homeowners can work with garden 
centers and landscape professionals 

to create gardens that are full of water-
wise plants and flowers. Some examples 
of plants that can survive with minimal 
water include the blanket flower, Spanish 
lavender, euphorbia rigida, and kangaroo 
paw.
Apply a layer of mulch. Mulch can 
protect delicate plants and the rest of the 
landscape by reducing the evaporation 
of soil moisture. Mulch will keep soil cool 
and moist.
Skip the fertilizer. Since fertilizers 
encourage plant growth, it’s best to skip 
them during drought, as growing plants 
require extra water.
Invest in rain barrels. When it rains, 
maximize the amount of water that can 
be collected by connecting rain barrels 
to downspouts on the house. This water 
can be used to water gardens when dry 
weather returns.
Use organic materials. Amend the soil 
with organic materials, like compost. The 
Grow Network advises that light, fluffy 
soils with air pockets 
in between the soil particles route water 
efficiently during floods and retain 
moisture for plants. Therefore, such soils 
can perform very well 
during drought.
Gardens can survive drought with simple 
actions and smart planting.



LAWN & GARDEN 2018 The Delaware Gazette10     Thursday, April 19, 2018
O

H
-7

00
42

12
9

Equine Savings ProgramMILLER LAWN &
POWER
1299 HARDING HWY E
MARION, OH 43302
740-382-9162

MILLER LAWN &
POWER
1299 HARDING HWY E
MARION, OH 43302
740-382-9162

Hassle-Free
Mowing From Your
Hassle-Free Dealer

User-Friendly
Features

Exclusive Toro V-Twin
Engine

•

Intuitive Steering Wheel•
Key Choice Mowing
System

•

Unique Smart Park
braking system

•

$4,299
TimeCutter zero turn tractor

Get More
Now with
FinancingTimeCutter MX zero-turn mower

$3,999
3-in-1 cutting system•
Automatic braking system•
Choose from Toro, Kawasaki or
Kohler engine options

•

Exclusive Smart Speed Control•
Fabricated deck provides added
strength and durability

•

Heavy-duty transmissions•

www.toro.com
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See dealer or toro.com (toro.ca for Canadian residents) for warranty details. Product availability, pricing & special promotions are subject to dealer options.

Save big on select 
Exmark mowers and turf 
management products. 

Visit http://www.equinesavings.
com/exmark-products/ 

to see if you qualify.
Available through October 31, 2017

Purchase 60" Radius 
E-Series Model 

RAE708GEM60300 for only 
$5999

A savings of $500 on select 60" 
mowers. See dealer for specific 

models. Not available in California.
Available through October 31, 2017

1299 Harding Highway East | Marion OH 43302
www.millerlawnpower.com

740-382-9162

See dealer or toro.com (toro.ca for Canadian residents) for warranty details.  Product availability, pricing & special promotions are subject to dealer options. 41017087
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Select the right fertilizer 
for your needs
For plants to truly flourish, the right 

growing conditions and soil that of-
fers the right nutrients is of paramount 

importance. Fertilizer enhances soil so that 
plants and flowers can thrive. However, fer-
tilizer is not a one-size-fits-all mix. 
Choosing fertilizer can be a little overwhelm-
ing thanks to the variety of formulations 
available at neighborhood lawn and garden 
centers. Shelves contain all-purpose prod-
ucts, such as those billed as vegetable fertil-
izer, and even formulations geared toward 
specific flower varieties. Others may feature 
buzz words like “all-natural” or “organic,” and 
consumers may not be sure just what they 
need to keep plants healthy. The following 
guidelines can help any would-be gardener 
or landscaper grow more vibrant plants.

Start with a soil test
It’s difficult to determine what plants need 
without an accurate picture of what’s going 
on in the ground. A soil test  can paint a 
picture of what’s going on and indicate if any 

nutrients are lacking. A common misconcep-
tion is that gardeners fertilize plants. But 
fertilizer amends the soil that  feeds plants, 
according to the soil-testing lab profes-
sionals at Virginia Tech. Soil types vary by 
region, and conditions may even vary be-
tween spots on a landscape. Testing where 
the plants will be placed can yield the most 
accurate results. Soil tests are available at 
gardening centers and online. Otherwise, 
landscaping professionals can conduct tests.

Know the N-P-K ratio
Most fertilizers will come with information 
concerning the nutrients within. Most notably 
it will have a breakdown of how much nitro-
gen (N), phosphorous (P) and potassium 
(K) is in the mix. Judging by the soil test, 
gardeners can choose a product that will 
give them the right ratio to amend the soil 
for the type of plant they are hoping to grow. 
Complete fertilizers often have NPK in the 
formulation. Incomplete fertilizers may have 
only one or two nutrients. This allows a per-

son to customize fertilizer even more without 
overdoing it with a particular nutrient.

Grow plant knowledge
A cursory knowledge of the plants being 
planted in the garden also can be help-
ful. Gardeners must recognize that some 
plants will not tolerate excess amounts of a 
particular fertilizer component, while some 
may need more. Checking books out of the 
library, seeking information online and con-
sulting with landscaping experts will help ex-
pand homeowners’ knowledge about plant 
types and the needs of each particular plant 
they hope to grow.

Solid and liquid fertilizer
Fertilizers are generally sold in pellets, 
spikes and liquid forms. Pellets or granules 
are dispersed over large areas and will grad-
ually offer nutrients when the soil is watered. 
Liquid fertilizer is concentrated and fast-act-
ing. These may be used for container plants 
or smaller areas. Spikes usually are placed 
in houseplants or to feed individual trees or 
shrubs. Depending on the formulation, fertil-
izer may need to be reapplied once a month 
or more. Consult the product packaging for 
the correct application advice.
Fertilizer amends soil to grow stronger, more 
resilient plants.
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Pets love to roam free, and homeowners with 
outdoor space often let their pets get some 
exercise and play time in their backyards. While 

it’s important for pets like dogs and even some cats to 
get some time outdoors, pet owners should recognize the 
potential threats to pet health looming in their lawns and 
gardens.
Mulch: According to the Pet Poison Helpline, mulch 
made from cocoa beans can pose a threat to pets. This 
type of mulch is made of discarded hulls or shells of the 
cocoa bean. These byproducts of chocolate production 
contain varying concentrations of the toxins theobromine 
and caffeine. When ingested in high concentrations, 

these toxins can cause vomiting, diarrhea, hyperactivity, 
abnormal heart rhythm, seizures, and, in some instances, 
death. The amount of these toxins present in a given 
batch of this type of mulch may not be readily known, so 
homeowners should avoid applying it.
Slug and snail baits: The PPH notes that the active 
ingredient in slug and snail baits is metaldehyde, which is 
highly poisonous to cats and dogs. Symptoms of distress, 
including restlessness, vomiting, seizures, and high body 
temperature, can appear as soon as one hour after these 
baits are ingested. The baits are typically available in 
pellet, granular, powder, and liquid form, but each should 
be avoided by pet owners who allow their pets to play in 
their yards.

Compost: Compost is a great and natural way to 
enrich soil. But compost piles should be cordoned off 
so curious pets cannot access them. As the organic 
matter within compost piles decomposes, mold can 
begin to grow. If ingested by pets, moldy materials 
inside compost piles can make pets sick in as little as 
30 minutes. Pets who have ingested moldy compost 
may appear agitated, pant, drool, or vomit, and some 
may even suffer from tremors or seizures.
Flowers/plants: Of course, some flowers and plants 
can pose a threat to pets as well. Before planting new 
plants and/or flowers in their gardens, homeowners 
should inquire at their local gardening center or speak 
with their veterinarians to confirm if the plants or 
flowers are safe to ingest. If not, do not plant them 
or plant them in raised garden beds that cannot be 
accessed by curious pets.
Fertilizers: Certain types of fertilizer also may be 
harmful to pets. According to the PPH, fertilizers that 
contain blood meal, bone meal, feather meal, and iron 
can be dangerous to dogs. When ingested in large 
doses, such products can form a concretion in the 
stomach, which can obstruct the gastrointestinal tract 
and cause severe pancreatitis. Fertilizers that are high 
in iron also can contribute to iron poisoning if ingested 
by pets.

Weeds are the bane of lawn and garden enthusiasts. 
Weeds can spread rapidly and overrun pristine grass, 
choking lawns and robbing them of their lush green 

look. In garden beds, weeds can steal water from thirsty plants, 
threatening their survival.
A proactive approach that prevents weed growth is easier 
and less frustrating than dealing with weeds after they have 
sprouted. That means addressing weeds before they release 
seeds, and not waiting so long that the damage is already 
done. According to the home and landscape experts with This 
Old House, spraying herbicide for weeds in June and July can 
address weeds before seeds are set. Tilling and installing a 
new lawn in late August or the beginning of September can 
help the lawn establish itself before the first frosts arrive, all the 
while avoiding weed growth.
The weed control experts at Roundup also suggest a 
springtime application of weed killer if this is the desired route. 
Early treatment can prevent weed roots from spreading too far 
in the soil, which can reduce the chances that weed remnants 
will be left behind to grow at 
a later time. 
Homeowners with small lawns or gardens or those who prefer 
hand-weeding or using nonchemical ways to treat weeds 

must take steps to address the weeds early. Gardeners can 
try suffocating weeds by placing wood, blocks or plastic 
over them. Wet newspaper used as mulch can block weed 
formation and also clear patches of unwanted grass so that 
garden beds can be mapped out. Pouring boiling water on 
weeds or pulling them by hand is more effective when roots 
are young and have not yet spread.
The UK-based company Lawnsmith also suggests a mid-
spring weed killer application. This ensures that all weeds 
that have surfaced are addressed 
and that none are missed by weeding 
too early. 
The Idaho-based Town & Country Gardens suggests lawn 
and garden enthusiasts wait to tackle weeds. By waiting 
and applying weed treatments in the fall, when dandelions 
and other weeds are absorbing food and nutrients in larger 
quantities to survive winter, homeowners can rid their lawns 
and gardens of weeds efficiently.
Weeds are a nuisance and an eyesore in lawns and 
gardens. Choosing the right time to treat them can ensure 
they don’t adversely affect lush landscapes and thriving 
gardens.

Potential threats to pets in your yard

When to tackle weeds in your lawn
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